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MESSA.aii: 


PRESIDENT   OF   THE  UNITED  STATES. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

la  transmitting  to  you  this,  my  fourth  annual  message,  it  is  with 
thaukfulness  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  that,  as  a  nation, 'we  have  been 
blessed  for  the  past  year  with  peace  at  home,  peace  abroad,  and  a  gen- 
eral prosperity  vouchsafed  to  but  few  peoples. 

With  the  exception  of  the  recent  devastating -fire  which  swept 
from  the  earth  with  a  breath,  as  it  were,  millions  of  accumulated  wealth 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  there  has  been  no  overshadowing  calamity  within 
the  year  to  record.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  how,  like  their  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  under  similar  cfrcumstances  a  year 
earlier,  the  citizens  of  Boston  are  rallying  under  their  misfortunes,  and 
the  prospect  that  their  energy  and  perseverance  will  overcome  all  ob- 
stacles, and  show  the  same  prosperity  soon* that  they  would  had  no 
disaster  befallen  them.  Otherwise  we  have  been  free  from  pestilence, 
war,  and  calamities,  which  often  overtake  nations;  and,  as  far- as  human 
judgment  can  penetrate  the  future,  no  cause  seems  to  exist  to  threaten 
our  present  peace.  '• 

When  Congress  adjourned  in  June  last  a  question  had  been  raised  by 
Great  Britain,  and  was  then  pending,  which  for  a  time  seriously  im- 
periled the  settlement  by  friendly  arbitration  of  the  grave  differences 
l>etween  this  Government  and  that  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  which  by 
the  treaty  of  Washington  had  been  referred  to  the  tribunal  of  arbitra- 
tion w  hicli  hjid  met  at  Geneva,  in  Switzerland. 

The  arbitrators,  however,  disposed  of  the  question  which  had  jeop- 
arded the  whole  of  the  treaty,  and  threatened  to  involve  the  two 
aations  in  most  unhappy  relations  toward  each  other,  in  a  manner 
entirely  satisfactory  to  this  Government,  aud  in  accordance  with  the 
views  and  the  policy  which  it  had  maintained. 

The  tribunal,  which  had  convened  at  Geneva  in  December,  concluded 
its  laborious  session  on  the  14th  day  of  September  last,  on  which  day, 
having  avg»iled  itself  of  the  discretionai;y  power  given  to  it  by  the  treaty 
to  award  a  sum  in  gross,  it  made  its  decision,  whereby  it  awarded  the 
sum  of  fifteen  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold,  as  the  in- 
demnity to  be  paid  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  for/<the  satis- 
facUon  of  all  the  claims  referred  to  its  consideration.      ' '"^^  ^^  ^OOgiC 
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This  decision  happily  disposes  of  a  longstanding  diflference  between 
the  two  governments,  and,  in  connection  with  another  award  made  by 
the  German  Emperor,  under  a  reference  to  him  by  the  same  treaty, 
leaves  these  two  governments  without  a  shadow  upon  the  friendly  rela- 
tions which  it  is  my  sincere  hope  may  forever  remain  equally  unclouded. 

The  report  of  the  agent  pf  the  United  States  appointed  to  attend  the 
Geneva  tribunal,  accompanied  by  the  protocols  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  arbitrators,  the  arguments  of  the  counsel  of  both  governments,  the 
award  of  the  tribunal,  and  the  opjnions  given  by  the  several  arbitrators, 
is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  have  caused  to  be  communicated,  to  the  heads  of  the  three  friendly 
powers  who  complied  with  the  joint  request  made  to  them  under  'the 
treaty,  the  thanks  of  this  Government  for  the  appointment  of  arbitrators 
made  by  them  respectively,  and  also  my  thanks  to  the  eminent  person- 
ages named  by  them,  and  my  appreciation  of  the  dignity,  patience,  im- 
partiality, and  great  ability  with  which  they  discharged  their  arduous 
and  high  functions. 

Her  Majesty's  government  has  communicated  to  me  the  appreciation 
by  Her  Majesty  of  the  ability  and  indefatigable  industry  displayed  by 
Mr.  Adams,  the  arbitrator  named  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  dur- 
ing the  protracted  inquiries  and  discussions  of  the  tribunal.  I  cor- 
dially unite  with  Her  Majesty  in  this  appreciation. 

It  is  due  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States  before  the  tribunal  to  re- 
cord my  high  appreciation  of  the  marked  ability,  unwearied  patience, 
and  the  prudence  and  discretion  with  which  he  has  conducted  the  very 
responsible  and  delicate  duties  committed  to  him,  as  it  is  also  due  to 
the  learned  and  eminent  counsel  who  attended  the  tribunal  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  to  express  ray  sense  ,of  the  talents  and  wisdom 
which  they  brought  to  bear  in  the  attainment  of  the  result  so  happily 
reached. 

It  will  be  the  province  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the.distribution, 
among  those  who  may  be  entitled  to  it,  of  their  respective  shares  of 
the  money  to  be  paid.  Although  th^  sum  awarded  is  not  payable  until 
a  year  from  the  date  of  the  award,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  no  time 
be  lost. in  making  a  proper  examination  of  the  several  cases  in  which 
indemnification  may  be  due.  I  consequently  recommend  the  creation 
of  a  board  of  commissioners  for  the  purpose. 

By  the  thirty-fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  the  respect- 
ive claims  of  the  United  Siates  and  of  Great  Britain,  in  their  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  the  15th  of  June,  18^,  defining  the  boundary-line  be- 
tween their  respective  territories,  were  submitted  to  the  arbitraJ)ion  and 
award  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  to  decide  which  of  those 
claims  is  most  in  accordance  with  the  tr.ue  interpretation  of.  the  treaty 
of  1846. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperorof  Germany,  having  been  pleased  to  under- 
take the  arbitration,  has  the  earnest  thanks  of  this  Government  and 
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of  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  labor,  pains,  and  care  which 
he  has  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  this  long-pending  difference.  I 
have  caused  an  expression  of  my  thanks  to  be  communicated  to  His 
Majesty.  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  representative  of  this  Government  at  Ber- 
lin, conducted  the  case,  and  prepared  the  statement  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  ability  that  his  past  services  justified  the  public 
in  expecting  at  his  hands.  As  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  at  the  date  of 
the  treaty  which  has  given  rise  to  the  discussion  between- the  two  Gov- 
ernments, as  the  minister  to  Great  Britain  when  the  construction  now 
pronounced  unfounded  was  first  advanced,  and  as  the  agent  and  repre- 
sentative of  the  Government,  to  present  the  case  and  to  receive  the 
award,  he  has  been  associated  with  the  question  in  all  of  its  phases, 
and  in  every  stage  has  manifested  a  patriotic  zeal  and  earnestness « in 
maintenance  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  He  is  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  the  success  which  has  attended  the  submission. 

After  a  patient  investigation  of  the  case  and  of  the  statements  of  each 
party,  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  on  the«21st  day  of  October  last,  signed 
his  award  in  writing,  decreeing  that  the  claim  of  the  Government  of  the 
UnitecT  States,  that  the  boundary-line  between  the  territories  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  should  b^.  drawn  through  the 
Haro  Channel,  is  most  in  accordance  with  the  true  interpretation  of 
the  treaty  concluded  on  the  15th  of  June,  1846,  between  the  Govern- 
ments of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  of  the  United  States. 

Copies  of  the  "  case  "  presented  on  behalf  of  each  government,  and  of 
the  "statement  in  reply"  of  each,  and  a  translation  of  the  award,  are 
transmitted  herewith. 

This  award  confirms  the  United  States  in  their  claim  to  the  important 
archipelago  of  islands  lying  between  the  continent  and  Vancouver's 
Island,  which  for  more  than  twenty-six  years  (ever  since  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty)  Great  Britain  has  contested,  and  leaves  us,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  ds  a  nation,  without  a  question 
of  disputed  boundary  between  our  territory  and  the  possessions  of  Great 
Britain  on  this  continent. 

It  is  my  grateful  duty  to  acknowledge  the  prompt,  spontaneous  action 
of  Her  Majesty's  government  in  giving  effect  to  the  award.  In  antici- 
pation of  any  request  from  this  Government,  and  before  the  reception  in 
the  United  States  of  the  award  signed  by  the  Emi)eror,  Her  Majesty 
had  given  instructions  for  the  removal  of  her  troops  which  had  been 
stationed  there,  and  for  the  cessation  of  all  exercise  or  claim  of  juris- 
diction, so  as  to  leave  the  United  States  in  the  exclusive  possession  of 
the  lately,  disputed  territory.  I  am  gratified  to  Be  able  to  announce 
that  the  orders  for  ttie  rembval  of  the  troops  have  be^  executed,  and 
that  the  military  joint  occupation  of  San  Juan  has  ceased.  The  islands 
are  now  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  United  States. 

It  now  becomfes  necessary  to  complete  the  survey  and  determination 
of  that  portion  of  the  boundary-line  (through  the  Harq  Channel)  upoa* 
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which  the  commission  which  determined  the  remaining  part  of  the  line 
were  unable  to  agree.  I  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
to  act  jointly  with  one  which  may  be  named  by  Her  Majesty  for  that 
purpose. 

Experience  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  determination  of  our  ad- 
mitted line  of  boundary,  after  the  occupation  of  the  territory,  and  its 
settlement  by  those  owing  allegiance  to  the  respective  governments, 
points  to  the  importance  of  establishing,  by  natural  objects  or  other 
monuments,  the  actual  line  between  the  territory  acquired  by  purchase 
from  Kussia  and  the  adjoining  possessions  of  ller  Britannic  Majesty. 
The  region  is  now  so  sparsely  occupied  that  no  conflicting  interests  of 
individuals  or  of  jurisdiction  are  likely  to  interfere  to  the  delay  or  em- 
barrassment of  the  actual  location  of  the  line.  If  deferred  until  popu- 
lation shall  enter  and  occupy  the  territory,  some  trivial  contest  of  neigh- 
bors may  again  array  the  two  governments  in  antagonism.  I  therefore 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  commission,  to  act  jointly  with  one 
that  may  be  appointed  on  the  4)art  of  Great  Britain,  to  determine  the 
line  between  our  territory  of  Alaska  and  the  couterminous  possessions 
of  Great  Britain. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  recommended  the  legislation  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  bring  into  operation  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  Washington,  of  May  8,  1871,  relating  to  the  fisheries,  and 
to  other  matters  touching  the  relations  of  the  United  States  toward  the 
British  North  American  possessions,  to  become  operative  so  soon  as  the 
proper  legislation  should  be  had  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  its 
possessions. 

That  legislation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  its  possessions  had 
not  then  been  had,  and  during  the  session  of  Cougress  a  question  was 
raised  which  for  the  time  raised  a  doubt  whether  any  action  by  Congress 
in  the  direction  indicated  would  become  iinportant.  This  question  has 
since  been  disi)osed  of,  and  I  have  received  notice  that  the  Imperial 
Parliament  and  the  legislatures  of  the  provincial  governments  have 
passed  laws  to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  on  the  matters  referred 
to  into  operation.  I  therefore  recommend  your  early  adoption  of  the 
legislation  in  the  same  direction  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

The  joint  commission  for  determining  the  boundary-line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  possessions,  between  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  has  organized  and  entered  upon  its 
work.  It  is  desirable  that  the  forcb  be  increased  in  order  that  the  com- 
pletion of  the  survey*  and  determination  of  the  line  may  be  the  sooner 
attained.  To  t^is  end  I  recommend  that  ar  sufficient  appropriation  be 
made. 

With  France,  our  earliest  ally  5  Russia,  the  constant  and  steady  friend 
of  the  United  States ;  Germany,  with  whose  government  and  people  we 
have  so  many  causes  of  friendship  and  ^o  many  common- sympathies, 
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and  the  other  powers  of  ^Europe,  our  relations  are  maintained  on  the 
most  friendly  terms. 

Since  my  last  annual  message  the  exchange  has  been  made  of  the 
ratifications  of  a  treaty  with  the  Austro-Hungarian  empire,  relating  to 
natoralization ;  also  of  a  treaty  with  the  German  empire  respecting 
consuls  and  trade-marks ;  also  of  a  treaty  with  Sweden  and  Norway 
relating  to  naturalization ;  all  of  which  treaties  have  been  duly  pro- 
claimed. 

Congress,  at  its  last  session,  having  made  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the 
International  Statistical  Congress  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  persons  ap- 
pointed in  that  character  proceeded  to  their  destination  and  attended 
the  sessions  of  the  congress.  Their  report  shall  in  due  season  be  laid 
before  you.  This  congress  meets  at  intervals  of  about  three  years,  and 
has  held  its  sessions  in  several  of  the  countries  of  Europe.  I  submit  to 
your  consideration  the  propriety  of  extending  an  invitation  to  the  con- 
gress to  hold  its  next  meeting  in  the  United  States.  The  Centennial 
celebration  to  be  held  in  1870  would  afford  an  appropriate  occasign  for 
such  meeting. 

Preparations  are  making  for  the  International  Exposition  to  be  held 
during  the  next  year  in  Vienna,  on  a  scale  of  very  great  magnitude. 
The  tendency  of  these  expositions  is  in  the  direction  of  advanced  civili- 
zation, and  of  the  elevation  of  industry  and  of  labor,  and  of  the  increase 
of  human  happiness,  as  well  as  of  greater  intercourse  and  good  will  be- 
tween nations.  As  this  exposition  is  to  be  the  first  which  will  have 
been  held  in  Eastern  Europe,  it  is  believed  that  American  inventors  and 
manufacturers  will  be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  for 
the  presentation  of  their  productions  if  encouraged  by  proper  aid  and 
protection. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  authority  was  given  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  or  more  agents  to  represent  this  Government  at  the  expo- 
sition. The  authority  thus  given  has  been  exercised ;  but,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  appropriation,  there  is  danger  that  the  important  benefits 
which  the  occasion  offers  will,  in  a  large  degree,  be  lost  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  I  commend  the  subject  strongly  to  your  considera- 
tion, and  recommend  that  an  adequate  appropriation  be  made  for  the 
purpose. 

To  further  aid  American  exhibitors  at  the  Vienna  Exposition  I  would 
recommend,  in  addition  to  an  appropriation  of  money,  tnat  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  be  authorized  to  fit  up  two  naval  vessels  to  transport 
between  our  Atlantic  cities  and  Trieste,  05  the  most  convenient  port  to 
Vienna,  and  back,  their  articles  for  exhibition. 

Since  your  last  session  the  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  dis- 
tinguished by  his  high  character,  and  by  his  services  to  his  country,  has 
died.  His  temporary  successor  has  now  been  elected  with  great  una- 
nimity by  the  people,  a  proof  of  confidence  on  their  part  in  his  patriotism 
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and  wisdom,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  confirmed  by  the  results  of  his 
administration.  It  is  particularly  desirable  that  nothing  should  be  left 
undone  by  the  government  of  either  republic  to  strengthen  their  rela- 
tions as  neighbors  and  friends. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  many  lawless  acts  continue  to  disturb 
the  quiet  of  the  settlements  on  the  border  between  our  territory  and 
that  of  Mexico,  and  that  complaints  of  wrongs  to  American  citizens  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  are  made.  The  revolutionary  conditioii  in 
whicB  the  neighboring  republic  has  so  long  been  involved,  has  in  some 
degree  contributed  to  this  disturbance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  a 
more  settled  rule  of  order  through  the  republic,  which  may  be  expected 
from  the  present  government,  the  acts  of  which  just  complaint  is  made 
will  cease. 

The  proceedings  of  the  commission  under  the  convention  with  Mex- 
ico of  the  4th  of  July,  1868,  on  the  subject  of  claims,  have  unfortunately 
been  checked  by  an  obstacle,  for  the  renwval  of  which  measures  have 
been  taken  by  the  two  governments  which  it  is  believed  will  prove  suc- 
cessful. • 

The  commissioners  appointed,  pursuant  to  the  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  7th  of  May  last,  to  inquire  into  depredations  on  the  Texan 
frontier,  have  diligently  made  investigations  in  that  quarter.  Their 
report  upon  the  subject  will  be  communicated  to  you.  Their  researches 
were  necessarily  incomplete,  partly  on  account  of  the  limited  appropri- 
ation made  by  Congress.  Mexico,  on  the  part  of  that  government,  has 
appointed  a  similar  commission  to  investigate  these  outrages.  It  is  not 
announced  officially,  but  the  press  of  that  country  states  that  the  fullest 
investigation  is  desired,  and  that  the  co-operation  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned is  invited  to  secure  that  end.  I  therefore  recommend  that  a 
special  appropriation  be  made  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  to  enable 
the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  return  to  their 
labors  without  delay. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  again  to  announce  a  continuance  of  the 
disturbed  condition  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  No  advance  toward  the 
pacification  of  the  discontented  part  of  the  population  has  been  made. 
While  the  insurrection  has  gained  no  advantages  and  exhibits  no  more 
of  the  elements  of  power  or  of  the  prospects  of  ultimate  success  than 
were  exhibited  a  year  ago,  Spain,  on  the  other  hand,  has  not  succeeded 
in  its  repression,  and  the  parties  stand  apparently  in  the  same  relative 
attitude,  which  they  have  occupied  for  a  long  time  past. 

This  contest  has  lasted  now  for  more  than  four  years.  Were  its  scene 
at  a  distance  from  our  neigUborhood,  we  might  be  indifferent  to  its 
result,  although  humanity  could  not  be  unmoved  by  many  of  its  incidents 
wherever  they  might  occur.    It  is,  however,  at  our  door. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  the  continued  maintenance  of  slavery  iu  Cuba  is 
among  the  strongest  ii^ducements  to  the  continuance  of  this  strife.  A 
terrible  wrons:  is  the  natural  cause  of  a  terrible  evil.    The  abolition  of 
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davery,  and  the  introduction  of  other  reforms  in  the  administration  or 
government  in  Cuba,  could  not  fail  to  advance  the  restoration  of  peace 
and  order.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  liberal  govern- 
ment of  Spain  will  voluntarily  adopt  this  view. 

The  law  of  emanciitation,  which  was  passed  more  than  two  years 
since,  has  i^emained  unexecuted  in  the  absence  of  regulations  for  its 
enforcement.  It  was  but  a  feeble  step  toward  emancipation,  but  it  was 
the  recognition  of  right,  and  was  hailed  as  such,  and  exhibited  Spain 
in  harmony  with  sentiments  of  humanity  and  of  justice,  and  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  other  powers  of  the  Christian  and  ci\ilized  world. 

Within  the  past  few  weeks  the  regulations  for  carrying  out  the  law 
of  emancipation  have  been  announced,  giving  evidence  of  the  sincerity 
of  intention  pf  the  present  government  to  carry  into  effect  the  law  of 
1870.  I  have  not  failed  to  urge  the  consideration  of  the  wisdom,  the 
pohcy,  and  the  justice  of  a  more  effective  system  for  the  abolition  of  the 
great  evil  which  oppresses  a  race,  and  continues  a  bloody  and  destruc- 
tive contest  close  to  our  border,  as  well  as  the  expediency  and  the  jus- 
tice of  conceding  reforms  of  which  the  propriety  is  not  questioned. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  continuance  of  slavery 
is  one  of  the  most  active  causes  of  the  continuance  of  the  unhappy  con- 
dition in  Cuba,  I  regret  to  believe  that  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
those  claiming  to  be  such,  are  large  holders  in  Cuba  of  what  is  there 
claime<l  as  property,  but  which  is  forbidden 'and  denounced  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  They  are  thus,  in  defiance  of  the  spirit  of  our 
own  laws,  contributing  to  the  continuance  of  this  distressing  and  sick- 
ening contest.  In  my  last  annual  message  I  referred  to  this  subject, 
and  I  again  recommend  such  legislation  as  may  be  proper  to  denounce, 
and,  if  not  prevent,  at  least  to  discourage  American  citizens  from  hold- 
i»g  or  dealing  in  slaves. 

It  is  gratifying  to  announce  that  the  ratifications  of  the  convention 
concluded  under  the  auspices  of  this  Government,  between  Spain  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific  on  the  other,  pro- 
viding for  an  armistice,  have  been  exchanged.  A  copy  of  the  instru- 
ment is  herewith  submitted.  It  is  hoped  that  this  may  be  followed  by 
a  permanent  i>eace  between  the  same  parties. 

The  diflferences  which  at  one  time  threatened  the  maintenance  of  peace 
between  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Kepublic,  it  is  hoped  are  in  the  way 
of  satisfactory  adjustment. 

With  these  states,  as  with  the  republics  of  Central  and  of  South 
Aaierica,  we  continue  to  maintain  the  most  friendly  relations. 

It  is  with  regret,  however,  I  announce  that  the  government  of  Ven- 
ezuela has  made  no  further  payments  on  account  of  the  awa^rds  under 
the  convention  of  the  25th  of  April,  18G6.  That  republic  is  understood 
to  be  now  almost,  if  not  quite,  tranquillized.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that 
it  will  lose  no  time  in  providing  for  the  unpaid  balance  of  its  debt  to  the 
Unit**d  States,  which,  haviug  originated  in  injuries  to  our  citizens  by> 
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Venezuelan  authorities,  and  having  been  acknowledged,  pursuant  to  a 
treaty,  in  the  most  solemn  form  known  among  nations,  would  seem  to 
deserve  a  preference  over  debts  of  a  dififerent  origin  and  contracted  in  a 
different  manner.  This  subject  is  again  recommended  to  the  attention 
of  Congress  for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  pfoper. 

Our  treaty  relations  with  Japan  remain  unchanged.  An  imposing 
embassy  from  that  interesting  and  progressive  nation  visited  this  coun- 
try during  the  year  that  is  passing;  but  being  unprovided  with  powers 
for  the  signing  of  a  convention  in  this  country,  no  conclusion  in  that 
direction  was  reached.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  interchange  of 
opinions  which  took  place  during  their  stay  in  this  country  has  led  to  a 
mutual  appreciation  of  the  interests  which  may  be  promoted  when  the 
revision  of  the  existing  treaty  shall  be  undertaken. 

In  this  connection  I  renew  my  recommendation  of  one  year  ago,  that, 
"  to  give  importance  and*  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  our  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  Japan  and  China,  and  to  further  aid  in  retaining  the  good 
opinion  of  those  peoples,  and  to  secure  to  the  United  States  its  share  of 
the  commerce  destined  to  flo\y  between*  those  nations  and  the  balance 
of  the  commercial  world,  an  appropriation  be  made  to  support  at  least 
four  American  youths  in  each  of  those  countries,  to  serve  as  a  part  of 
the  official  family  of  our  ministers  there  Our  representatives  w6uld 
not  even  then  be  placed  upon  an  equality  with  the  representatives  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  some'other  powers.  As  now  situated,  our  repre- 
sentatives in  Japan  and  China  have  to  depend,  for  interpreters  and 
translators,  upon  natives  of  those  countries,  who  know  ouj  language 
imperfectly,  or  procure  for  the  occasion  the  services  of  employes  in  for- 
eign" business-houses,  or  the  interpreters  to  other  foreign  ministers." 

I  renew  the  recommendation  made  on  a  i)revious  occasion,  of  the  trans- 
fer to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  to  which  they  seem  more  appro- 
priately to  belong,  of  all  tbe  powers  and  duties  in  relation  to  the  Terri- 
tories with  which  the  Department  of  State  is  now  charged  by  law  or 
by  custom. 

Congress,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  has  wisely  made 
provision  for  the  relief  of  distressed  seamen  in  foreign  countries.  Xo 
similar  prQvision,  however,  has  hitherto  been  made  for  the  relief  of  citi- 
zens in  distress  abroad,,  other  than  seamen.  It  is  understood  to  be  cus- 
tomary with  other  governments  to  authorize  consuls  to  extend  such 
relief  to  their  citizens  or  subjects  in  certain  cases.  A  similar  authority, 
and  an  appropriation  to  carry  itpinto  effect,  are  recommended  in  the  case 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  destitute  or  sick  under  such  circum- 
stances. It  is  well  known  that  such  citizens  resort  to  foreign  countries 
in  great  numbers.  Though  most  of  them  are  able  to  bear  the  expenses 
incident  to  locomotion,  there  are  some  who,  through  accident  or  other- 
wise, become  penniless,  and  have  no  friends  at  home  able  to  succor 
them.  Persons  in  thfs  situation  must  either  perish,  cast  themselves 
upon  the  charity  of  foreigners,  or  be  relieved  at  the  private  charge  of 
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onr  own  officers,  who  usually,  even  with  the  most  benevolent  disposi- 
tions, have  nothing  to  spare  for  such  purposes. 

Shoald  the  authority  and  appropriation  *asked  for  be  fcranted,  care 
will  be  taken  so  to  carry  the  beneficence  of  Congress  into  effect  that  it 
shall  not  be  unnecessarily  or  unworthily  bestowed. 

TREASURY. 

The  moneys  received  and  covered  iuto.the  Treasury  during' the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1872,  were  : 

Prom  customs $216,370,286  77 

From  sales  of  public  lands 2, 575, 714  19 

From  internal  revenue 130,642,177  72 

From  tax  on  national-bank  circulation,  &c  *. 6, 523, 396  39 

From  Pacific  Railway  companies 749,861  87 

Fntm  customs  fines,  &c 1,136,442  34 

From  fees,  consular,  patent,  laud,  &c 2, 284, 095  92 

From  miscellaneous  sources * 4,412,254  71 

Totel  ordinary  receipts 364,694,229  91 

From  premium  on  sales  of  coin 9, 412, 637  65 

Total  net  receipts 374,106,867  56 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1871,  (including  $18,228.35  received  from 
"unavailable") 109,935,705  59 

Total  available  cash 484,042,573  15 


The  net  expenditures  by  warrants  during  the  same  period  were : 

For  civil  expenses *. $16,187,059  20 

For  foreign  intercourse 1,839,369  14 

For  Indians , 7,061,728  82 

For  pensions 28,533,402  76 

For  military  establishment,  including  fortifications,  river  and  harbor 

improvements,  and  arsenals 35, 372, 157  20 

For  naval  establishment,  including  vessels  and  machinery  aud  improve- 
ments at  navy-yards *. 21,249,809  99 

For  miscellaneous  civil,  including  public  buildings,  light-houses,  and  t 

collecting  the  revenue 42,958,329  08 

For  interest  on  the  public  debt 117,357,839  72 

Total,  exclusive  of  principal  and  premium  on  the  public  debt- . .  270, 559, 695  91 

For  prem ium  dn  bonds  purchased $Q^  958, 266  76 

For  redemption  of  the  public  debt , 99,960,253  54 

106,918,520  30 

Total  net  disbursements : 377,478,216  21 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1872 106,564,356  94 

Total...: 484,042,573  15 

From  the  foregoing  statement  it  appears  that  the  net  reduction  of  thp 
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principal  of  tlie  debt  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1872,  was 
$99,960,253.54. 

The  source  of  this  reduction  is  as  follows : 

Net  ordinrfry  receipts  duriDg  the  year : $364,694,229  91 

Net  ordinary  expenditures,  including  iuterest  on  the  public  debt 270,'559, 695  91 

Leaving  surplus  revenue -. 94, 134,534  00 

Add  amount«received  from  premium  on  sales  of  gold,  in  excess  of  the 

premium  paid  on  bonds  purchased! .\ .  c 2, 454, 370  89 

Add  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the  cash  balance  at  the  close  of 

the  year,  accompanied  with  same  at  commencement  of  the  year 3, 371, 348  65 

Total 99,960,253  54 


This  statement  treats  solely  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt. 

By  the  monthly  statement  of  the  public  debt,  which  adds  together  the 
principal,  interest  due  and  unpaid,  and  interest  accrued  to  date,  not 
due,  and  deducts  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  as  ascertained  on  the  day  of 
publication,  the  reduction  was  $100,544,491.28. 

The  source  of  this  reduction  is  as  follows :  • 

Reduction  in  principal  account $99,960,003  54 

Reduction  in  unpaid  interest  account 3,330,952  96 

103,290,956  50 
Reduction  in  cash  on  hand *    2,746,465  22 

100,544,491  28 

On  the  basis  of  the  last  table  the  statements  show  a  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,  from  the  Ist  of  March,  1869,  to  the  present  time,  as  follows : 

From  March  1, 1869,  to  March  1,  1870...  1 $87,134,782  84 

From  March  1,  1870,  to  March  1,  1871 117,619,630  25 

From  March  1,  1871,  to  March  1,  1872 94,895,348  94 

From  March  1, 1872,  to  November  1, 1872,  (eight  months) 64. 047, 237  84 

Total 3(>3,696  999  87 


With  the  great  reduction  of  taxation  by  the  acts  of  Congress  at  its 
last  session,  the  expenditure  of  the  Government  in  collecting  the  rev- 
enue will  be  much  reduced  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  It  is  very  doubtful, 
however,  whether  any  further  reduction  of  so  vexatious  a  burden  upon 
any  people  will  be  practicable  for  the  present.  At  all  events,  as  a 
measure  of  justice  to  the  holders  of  the  nation's  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness, I  would  recommend  that  no  more  legislation  be  had  on  this  subject, 
unless  it  be  to  correct  errors  of  omission  or  commission  in  the  present 
laws,  until  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done  and 
still  leave  sufficient  revenue  to  meet  current  expenses  of  Go  vera  men  t, 
pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  provide  for  the  sinking-fund  estab- 
lished by  law.    The  preservation  of  our  national  credit  is  of  the  highest 
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importance ;  next  in  importance  to  this  comes  a  solemn  duty  to  provide 
ft  national  currency,  of  fixed,  unvarying  value,  as  compared  with  gold, 
and  as  soon  as  practicable,  having  due  regard  for  the  interests  of  the 
debtor  class,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  and  commerce,  convertible 
into  gold  at  par. 

WAH  DEPART]!HENT. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  shows  the  expenditures  of  the 
War  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1871,  to  be 
$35,799,991.82,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  'ending  June  30,  1872,  to  be 
$35,372,157.20,  showing  a  reduction  in  favor  of  the  last  fiscal  year  of 
$427,834.62. 

The  estimates  for  military  appropriations  for  the  next  fiscal  year, 
ending  June  30, 1874,  are  $33,801,378.78. 

The  estimates  of  the  Chief  of  Engineer#are  submitted  separately  for 
fortifications,  river  and  harbor  improvements,  and  for  public  buildings 
and  grounds,  and  the  Washington  aqueduct. 

The  affairs  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  have  all  been  transferred  to  the 
War  Department,  and  regulations  have  been  put  into  execution  for  the 
speedy  pa^rment  of  bounty,  pay,  &c.,  due  colored  soldiers,  properly 
coming  under  that  bureau.  All  war  accounts,  for  money  and  property, 
prior  to  1871,  have  been  examined  and  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  for 
final  settlement. 

During  the  fiscal  year  there  has  b^en  paid  for  transportation  on  rail- 
roads $1,300,000,  of  which  $800,857  was  over  the  Pacific  railroads;  for 
transportation  by  water  $626,373.52,  and  by  stage  $18,975.84 ;  for  the 
purchase  of  transportation  animals,  wagons,  hire  of  teamsters,  &c., 
$924,650.64. 

About  $370,000  have  been  collected  from  Southern  railroads  during 
the  year,  leaving  about  $4,000,000  still  due. 

The  Quartermaster  has  examined  and  transmitted  to  the  accounting 
officers  for  settlement,  $367,172.72  of  claims  by  loyal  citizens  for  quar- 
termasters' stores  taken  during,  the  war. 

Subsistence  supplies  to  the  amount  of  $89,048.12  have  been  issued  to 
Indians. 

The  annual  average  mean  strength  of  the  Army  was  24,101  white,  and 
2,4W  colored  soldiers.  The  total  deaths  for  the  year  rei>orted,  were 
367  white  and  54  colored. 

The  distribution  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  is  yet 
to  be  ordered  by  Congress. 

There  exists  an  absolute  necessity  for  a  medical  corp^  of  the  full 
nomber  established  by  act  of  Congress  of  July  28, 1866  ;  there  being 
iK)w  fifty-nine  vacancies,  and  the  number  of  successful  candidates  rarely 
exceeds  eight  or  ten  in  any  one  year. 

The  river  and  harbor  improvements  have  been  carried  on  with  energy 
and  economy.    Though  many  are  only  partially  completed,  the  results 
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have  saved  to  commerce  many  times  the  amount  expended.  The  increase 
of  commerce,  with  greater  depth  of  channels,  greater  security  in  naviga- 
tion, and  the  saving  of  time,  adds  millions  to  the  wealth  of  thecountry 
and  increases  the  resources  of  the  Government. 

The  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River  at  Rock  Island  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  proper  site  has  been  determined  upon  for  the  bridge  at 
La  Crosse. 

The  able  and  exhaustiv^e  report  made  by  the  commission  appointed  to 
investigate  the  Sutro  Tunnel  has  been  transmitted  to  Congress. 

The  observations  and  reports  of  the  Signal  Office  have  b^n  continued. 
Stations  have  been  maintained  at  each  of  the  principal  lake,  sea-port, 
and  river  cities.  Ten  additional  stations  have  been  established  in  the 
United  States,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  exchange  of  re- 
ports with  Canada,  and  a  similar  exchange  of  observations  is  contem- 
plated with  the  West  India  fclands. 

The  favorable  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to  the  following  recom- 
mendations of  the  Secretary  of  War:  • 

A  discontinuance  of  the  appointment  of  extra  lieutenants  to  serve  as 
adjutants  and  quartermasters;  the  adoption  of  a  code  providing  specific 
penalties  for  well-defined  offenses,  so  that  the  inequality  of  sentences 
adjudged  by  courts-martial  may  be  adjusted  5  the  consolidation  of  ac- 
counts under  which  expenditures  are  made,  as  a  measure  of  economy  ; 
a  re-appropriation  of  the  money  for  the  construction  of  a  depot  at  San 
Atitonio,  the  title  to  the  site  being  now  perfected  ;  a  special  act  placing 
the  cemetery  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  same  basis  as  other  national 
cemeteries ;  authority  to  purchase  sites  for  military  posts  in  Texas ;  the 
appointment  of  commissary  sergeants  from  non-commissioned  officers,  as 
a  measure  for  securing  the  better  care  and  protection  of  supplies  5  an 
appropriation  for  the  publication  of  the  catalogue  and  tables  of  the 
anatomical  section  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum ;  a  re-appropriation 
of  the  amount  for  the  manufacture  of  breech-loading  arms,  should  the 
selection  be  so  delayed  by  the  board  of  officers  as  to  leave  the  former 
appropriation  unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year ;  the  sale  of 
such  arsenals  east  of  the  Mississippi  as  can  be  spared,  and  the  proceeds 
applied  to  the  establishment  of  one  large  arsenal  of  construction  and 
repair  upon  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site  for  a 
proving  and  experimental  ground  for  heavy  ordnance ;  the  abrogation 
of  laws  which  deprive  inventors  in  the  United  States  service  from  deriv- 
ing any  benpfit  from  their  inventions ;  the  repeal  of  the  law  prohibiting 
promotions  in  the  staflf-corps  5  a  continuance  of  the  work  upon  coast 
defenses ;  the  repeal  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  July  13, 1866, 
taking  from  engineer  soldiers  the  .per  diem  granted  to  other  troops ;  a 
limitation  of  time  for  presentation  of  old  war  claims  for  subsistence 
supplies  under  act  of  July  4, 1864  5  and  a  modification  in  the  mode  of 
the  selection  of  cadets  for  the  Military  Academy,  in  order  to  enhance 
the  usefulness  of  the  Academy,  which  is  impaired  by  reason  of  the  large 

^OOgli 
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anfkonnt  of  time  necessarily  expended  in  giving  new  cadets  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  more  elementary  branches  of  learning,  which  they 
should  acquire  before  entering  the  Academy.  Also  an  appropriation 
for  philosophical  apparatus  and  an  increase  in  the  numbers  and  pay  of 
the  Military  Academy  band. 

The  attention  of  Congress  will  be  called  during  its  present  session  to 
various  enterprises  for  the  more  certain  and  cheaper  transportation  of 
the  constantly  increasing  surplus  of  western  and  southern  products  to 
the  Atlantic  sea-board.  The  subject  is  one  that  will  force  itself  upon 
th^  legislative  branch  of  the  Government  sooner  or  later,  and  I  suggest 
therefore,  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  gain  all  available  informa- 
tion to  insure  equable  and  just  legislation. 

One  route  to  connect  the  Mississippi  Valley  with  the  Atlantic,  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Savannah,  Georgia,  by  water,  by  the 
way  of  the  Ohio  and  Tennessee  Eivers,  and  canals  and  slack-water 
navigation  to  the  Savannah  and  Ocmulgee  Rivers,  has  been  surveyed, 
and  report  made  by  an  accomplished  engineer  officer  of  the  Army. 
Second  and  third,  new  routes  will  be  proposed  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  namely,  by  an  extension  of  the  Kanawha  and  James  River 
Canal  to  the  Ohio,  and  by  extension  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  Government  aid  to  these  or  other 
enterprises  until  it  is  clearly  shown  that  they  are  not  only  of  national 
interest,  but  that  when  completed  they  will  be  of  a  value  commensurate 
with  their  cost 

That  production  increases  more  rapidly  than  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion in  our  country  has  been  demonstrated  by  past  experience.  That 
the  unprecedented  growth  in  population  and  products  of  the  whole 
country  will  require  additional  facilities,  and  cheaper  ones  for  the  more 
bulky  articles  of  commerce  to  reach  tide-water  and  a  market  will  be 
demanded  in  the  near  future,  is  equally  demonstrable.  I  would  there- 
fore suggest  either  a  committee  or  a  commission  to  be  authorized  to 
consider  this  whole  question,  and  to  report  to  Congress  at  some  future 
day  for  its  better  guidance  in  legislating  on  this  important  subject. 

The  railroads  of  the  country  have  been  rapidly  extended  fluriug  the 
last  few  years  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  producers,  and  reflect 
much  credit  upon  the  capitalists  and  managers  engaged,  in  their  con- 
struction. 

In  addition  to  these,  a  project  to  fjicilitate  commerce  by  the  building 
of  a  ship-canal  around  Niagara  Falls,  on  the  United  States  side,  which 
has  been  agitated  for  many  years,  will,  no  doubt,  be  called  to  your 
attention  at  this  session. 

Looking  to  the  great  future  growth  of  the  country,  and  the  increasing 
demands  of  commerce,  it  might  be  well,  while  on  this  subject,  not  only 
to  have  examined  and  reported  upon  the  various  practicable  routes  for 
connecting  the  Mississippi  with  tide-water  on  the  Atlantic,  kut^he 
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feasibility  of  an  almost  continuous  land-locked  navigation  from  Maine 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Such  a  route  along  our  coast  would  be  of  great 
value  at  all  times,  and  of  inestimable  value  in  case  of  a  foreign  war. 
Nature  has  provided  the  greater  part  of  this  route^  and  the  obstacles  to 
overcome  are  easily  within  the  skill  of  the  engineer. 

I  have  not  alluded  to  this  subject  with  the  view  of  having  any  further 
expenditure  of  public  money  at  this  time  than  may  be  necessary  to  pro- 
cure and  place  all  the  necessary  information  before  Congress  in  an 
authentic  form,  to  enable  it  hereafter,  if  deemed  practicable  and  worthy, 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  without  delay.  •  , 

NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  herewith  accompanying,  ex- 
plains fully  the  condition  of  tha£  branch  of  the  public  service,  its  wants 
and  deficiencies,  expenses  incurred  during  the  past  year,  and  appropria- 
tions for  the  same.  It  also  gives  a  complete  history  of  the  services  of 
the  Kavy  for  the  past  year,  in  addition  to  its  regular  service. 
•  It  is  evident  that,  unless  early  steps  are  taken  to  preserve  our  Nav^^, 
that  in  a  very  few  years  the  United  States  will  be  the  weakest  nation 
upon  the  ocean,  of  all  great  powers.  With  an  energetic,  progressive 
business  people  like  ours,  penetrating  and  forming  business  relations 
with  every  part  of  the  known  world,  a  Navy  strong  enough  to  com- 
mand the  respect  of  our  flag  abroad  is  necessary  for  the  full  protection 
of  their  rights. 

I  recommend  careful  consideration  by  Congresjii  of  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

POST-OFFICE  DEPART3IENT. 

The  Accompanying  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  furnishes  a  full 
and  satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  operations  of  the  PostOffice  Department 
during  the  year.  The  ordinary  revenues  of  the  Department  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1872,  amounted  to  $21,915,426.37,  and  the  expend- 
itures to  $-26,658,192.31.  Compared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year  the 
increase  of  revenue  was  $1,878,330.95,  or  9.37  per  cent,,  and  the  increase 
of  expenflitures  $2,268,088.23,  or  9.29  per  cent.  Adding  to  the  ordinary 
revenues  the  annual  appropriation  of  $700,000  for  free  matter,  and  the 
amounts  paid  to  the  subsidized  mail  steamship  lines  from  special  appro- 
priations, the  deficiency  paid  out  of  the  general  Treasury  was  $3,317,- 
765.94,  an  excess  of  $389,707.28  over  the  deficiency  for  the  year  1871. 

Other  interesting  statistical  information  relating  to  our  rapidly  ex- 
tending postal  service  is  furnished  in  this  report.  The  total  length  of 
railroad  mail-routes  on  the  30th  of  June,  1872,  was  57,911  miles,  8,077 
additional  miles  of  such  service  having  been  put  into  operation  during 
the  year.  Eight  new  lines  of  railway  post-offices  have  been  established, 
with  an  aggregate  length  of  2,909  miles.  The  number  of  letters  ex- 
changed in  the  mails  with  foreign  countries  was  24,362,500,  an  increase 
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of  4,066,502,  or  20  per  cent,  over  the  number  in  1871 ;  and  the  postage 
thereon  amoant^d  to  $1,871,257.25.  The  total  weight  of  the  mails  ex- 
changed with  European  countries  exceeded  820  tons.  The  cost  of  the 
United  States  transatlantic  mail-steamship  service  was  $220,301.70. 
The  total  cost  of  the  United  States  ocean-steamship  service,  includ- 
mg  the  amounts  paid  to  the  subsidized  lines  of  mail  steamers,  was 
11,027,020.97. 

The  following  are  the  only  steamship  lines  now  receiving  subsidies 
ior  mail  service  under  special  acts  of  Congress:  The  Pacific  Mail  Steam- 
ship Company  receive  $500,000  per  annum  for  conveying  a  monthly  mail 
between  San  Francisco,  Japan,  and  China,  which  will  be  increased  to 
$1,000,000  per  annum  for  a  semi-monthly  mail  on  and  after  October  1, 
1873 ;  the  United  States  and  Brazil  Mail  Steamship  Company  receive 
$150,000  per  annum  for  conveying  a  monthly  mail  between  New  York  and 
Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil ;  and  the  California,  Oregon,  and  Mexico  Steam- 
ship Company  receive  $75,000  per  annum  for  conveying  a  monthly  mail 
between  San  Francisco  and  Honolulu,  (Hawaiian  Islands,)  making  the 
total  amount  of  mail-steamship  subsidies,  at  present,  $725,000  per  an- 
num. 

Our  postal  communications  with  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  have 
been  placed  upon  a  most  advantageous  fo6ting  by  the  improved  postal 
conventions  and  arrangements  recently  concluded  with  the  leading  com- 
mercial countries  of  Europe  and  America,  and  the  gratifying  statement 
is  made  that  with  the  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory  convention  with 
France,  the  details  of  which  have  been  definitely  agreed  to  by  the  head 
of  the  French  postal  department,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  minister 
of  finance,  little  remains  to  be  accomplished  by  treaty  for  some  time  to 
come,  with  respect  either  to  reduction  of  rates  or  improved  facilities  of 
postal  intercourse. 

Your  favorable  consideration  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  recommen- 
dations made  by  the  Postmaster-General  for  an  increase  of  service  from 
monthly  to  semi-monthly  trips  on  the  mail-steamship  route  to  Brazil  5 
for  a  subsidy  in  aid  of  the  establishment  of  an  American  line  of  mail 
steamers  between  San  Francisco,  New  Zealand,  and  Australia;  for  the 
establishment  of  post-office  savings  banks ;  and  for  the  increase  of  the 
salaries  of  the  heads  of  bureaus.  I  have  heretofore  recommended  the 
abolition  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  see  no  reason  now  for  chang- 
ing  my  views  on  that  subject.  It  not  having  been  favorably  regarded 
by  Congress,  however,  I  now  suggest  a  modification  of  that  privilege  to 
correct  its  glaring  and  costly  abuses.  I  would  recommend  also  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  or  commission  to  take  into  consideration  the 
best  method  (equitable  to  private  corporations  who  have  invested  their 
time  and  capital  in  the  establishment  of  telegraph-lines)  of  acquiring 
the  title  to  all  telegraph-lines  now  in  operation,  and  of  connecting  this 
service  with  the  postal  service  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  probable  that 
tUs  subject  could  receive  the  proper  consideration  during  the  limits  of  > 
n  F  B  o 
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a  short  session  of  Congress,  but  it  may  be  initiated,  so  that  future  action 
may  be  fair  to  the  Government  and  to  private  parties  concerned. 

There  are  but  three  lines  of  ocean  steamers,  namely,  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company,  between  San  Francisco,  China,  and  Japan, 
with  provision  made  for  semi-monthly  service  after  October  1, 1873; 
the  United  States  and  Brazil  line,  monthly ;  and  the  California,  New 
Zealand,  and  Australian  line,  monthly,  plying  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  ports,  and  owned  and  operated  under  our  flag.  I 
earnestly  recommend  that  such  liberal  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails 
be  authorized  with  these  lines  as  will  insure  their  continuance. 

If  the  expediency  of  extending  the  aid  of  Government  to  lines  of 
steamers  which  hitherto  have  not  received  it  should  be  deemed  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  Congress,  political  and  commercial  objects  make 
it  advisable  to  bestow  such  aid  on  a  line  under  our  flag  between  Pan- 
ama and  the  Western  South  American  ports.  By  this  means  much 
trade,  now  diverted  to  other  countries,  might  be  brought  to  us,  to  the 
mutual  advantage  of  this  country  and  those  lying  in  that  quai'ter  of 
the  continent  of  America. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  show  an  alarming 
falling  off  in  our  carrying-trade  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  and 
even  for  the  past  year.  I  do  not  believe  that  public  treasure  can  be 
better  expended  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  people  than  in  trying  to 
recover  this  trade.  An  expenditure  of  $5,000,000  per  annum  for  the 
next  five  years,  if  it  would  restore  to  us  our  proportion  of  the  carrying- 
trade  of  the  world,  would  be  profitably  expended. 

The  price  of  labor  in  Europe  has  so  much  enhanced  within  the  last 
few  years  that  the  cost  of  building  and  operating  ocean-steamers  in 
the  United  States  is  not  so  much  greater  than  in  Europe,  and  I  believe 
the  time  has  arrived  for  Congress  to  take  this  subject  into  serious  con- 
sideration. 

DEPARTMENT  OP  JUSTICE. 

Detailed  statements  of  the  disbursements  through  the  Department  of 
Justice  will  be  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Attorney-General,  and 
though  these  have  been  somewhat  increased  by  the  recent  acts  of  Con- 
gress "  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  in 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,''  and  *'  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  and 
the  amendments  thereto,  I  cannot  question  the  necessity  and  salutary 
effect  of  those  enactments.  Keckless  and  lawless  men,  I  regret  to  say^ 
have  associated  themselves  together,  in  some  localities,  to  deprive  other 
citizens  of  those  rights  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  that  end  have  committed  deeds  of  blood  and  vio- 
lence ;  but  the  prosecution  and  punishment  of  many  of  these  persons 
have  tended  greatly  to  the  repression  of  such  disorders.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  a  great  majority  of  the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  country  favor  the 
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full  enjoyment  by  all  classes  of  persons  of  those  rights  to  which  they 
areeDtitled  under  the  Constitation  and  laws^  and  I  invoke  the  aid 
and  inflaence  of  all  good  citizens  to  prevent  organizations  whose  ob- 
jects are  by  unlawful  means  to  interfere  with  those  rights.  I  look  with 
eonfidence  to  the  time,  not  far  distant,  when  the  obvious  advantages  of 
good  order  and  peace  will  induce  an  abandonment  of  all  combinations 
prohibited  by  the  acts  referred  to,  and  when  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
carry  on  prosecutions  or  inflict  punishment  to  protect  citizens  from  the 
lawless  doings  of  such  combinations. 

Applications  have  been  made  to  me  to  pardon  persons  convicted  of  a 
violation  of  said  acts,  upon  the  ground  that  clemeucy  in  such  cases 
would  tend  to  tranquillize  the  public  mind,  and  to  test  the  virtue  of 
that  policy  I  am  disposed,  as  far  as  my  sense  of  justice  will  permit,  tb 
give  to  these  applications  a  favorable  consideration;  but  any  action 
thereon  is  not  to  be  construed  as  indicating  any  change  in  my  determi- 
nation to  enforce  with  rigor  such  acts  so  long  as  the  conspiracies  and 
combinations  therein  named  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  and  is  regretted  by  no  one  more  than  my- 
self, that  a  necessity  has  ever  existed  to  execute  the  '^  enforcement  act." 
No  one  can  desire  more  than  I  that  the  necessity  of  applying  it  may 
never  again  be  demanded. 

INTERIOB  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  reports  satisfacfiOry  improvement  and 
progress  in  each  of  the  several  bureaus  under  the  control  of  the  Inte- 
rior Department.  They  are  all  in  excellent  condition.  The  work  which 
in  some  of  them,  for  some  years,  has  been  in  arrears,  has  been  brought 
down  to  a  recent  date,  and  in  all  the  current  business  is  being  promptly 
dispatched. 

INDIANS. 

The  policy  which  was  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  this  administration 
with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  Indians  has  been  as  successful 
as  its  roost  ardent  friends  anticipated  within  so  short  a  time.  It  has  re- 
duced the  expense  of  their  management  5  decreased  their  forays  upon 
the  white  settlements;  tended  to  give  the  largest  opportunity  for  the 
extension  of  the  great  railways  through  the  public  domain  and  the 
poshing  of  settlements  into  more  remote  districts  of  the  country ;  and  at 
thesame  time  improved  thecondition  of  the  Indians.  Thepolicywill  be 
maintained  without  any  change  excepting  such  as  further  experience 
may  show  to  be  necessary  to  render  it  more  efficient. 

The  subject  of  converting  the  so-called  Indian  Territory  south  of  Kan- 
sas into  a  home  for  the  Indian,  and  erecting  therein  a  territorial  form  of 
government,  is  one  of  great  importance  as  a  complement  of  the  existing 
Indian  policy.    The  question  of  removal  to  that  territory  has,  within  > 
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the  past  year,  been  presented  to  many  of  the  tribes  resident  upon  other 
and  less  desirable  portions  of  the  public  domain,  and  has  generally  been 
received  by  them  with  favor.  As  a  preliminary  step  to  the  organization 
of  such  a  territory  it  will  be  necessary  to  confine  the  Indians,  now  resi- 
dient  therein,  to  farms  of  proper  size,  which  should  be  secured  to  them 
in  fee ;  the  residue  to  be  used  for  the  settlement  of  other  friendly  In- 
dians. Efforts  will  be  made  in  the  immediate  future  to  induce  the  re- 
moval of  as  many  peaceably -disposed  Indians  to  the  Indian  Territory  as 
can  be  settled  properly,  without  disturbing  the  harmony  of  those  already 
there.  There  is  no  other  location  now  available,  where  a  people  who  are 
endeavoring  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  pastoral  and  agricultural  pur- 
suits can  be  as  well  accommodated  as  upon  the  unoccupied  lands  in  the 
Indian  Territory.  A  territorial  government  should,  however,  protect 
the  Indians  from  the  inroads  of  whites  for  a  term  of  years,  until  they 
become  sufficiently  advanced  in  the  arts  and  civilization  to  guard  their 
own  rights,  and  from  the  disposal  of  the  lands  held  by  them  for  the 
same  period. 

LANDS. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  there  were  disposed  of,  out  of  the  public 
lands,  11,804,975  acres,  a  quantity  greater  by  1,099,270  acres  than  wa« 
disposed  of  the  previous  year.  Of  this  amount,  1,370,320  acres  were 
sold  for  cash  ;  389,460  acres  located  with  military  warrants ;  4,671,332 
acres  taken  for  homesteads  5  693,613  acres  located  with  college  scrip ; 
3,554,887  acres  granted  to  railroads ;  465,347  acres  granted  to  wagoa- 
roads ;  714,255  acres  given  to  States  as  swamp-land ;  5,760  acres  located 
by  Indian  scrip.  The  cash  receipts  from  all  sources  in  the  Land-Office 
amounted  to  $3,218,100.  During  the  same  period  22,016,608  acres  of  the 
public  lands  were  surveyed,  which,  added  to  the  quantity  before  sur- 
veyed, amounts  to  583,364,780  acres,  leaving  1,257,633,628  acres  of  the 
public  lands  still  unsurveyed. 

The  reports  from  the  subordinates  of  the  Laud-Office  contain  inter- 
esting information  in  regard  to  their  respective  districts.  They  uni- 
formly mention  the  fruitfulness  of  the  soil  during  the  past  season,  and 
the  increased  yields  of  all  kinds  of  produce.  Even  in  those  States  and 
Territories  where  mining  is  the  principal  business,  agricultural  products 
have  exceeded  the  local  demand,  and  liberal  shipments  have  been  made 
to  distant  points. 

PATENTS. 

During  the  year  ending  September  30, 1872,  there  were  issued  from 
the  Patent-Office  13,626  patents ;  233  extensions ;  and  556  certificates 
and  registries  of  trade-marks.  Dui-ing  the  same  time  19,587  applica- 
tions for  patents,  including  re-issues  and  designs,  have  been  received, 
and  3,100  caveats  filed.  The  fees  received  during  the  same  period 
amounted  to  $700,954.86,  and  the  total  expenditures  to  $623,553.90, 
making  the  net  receipts  over  the  expenditures  $77,400.96. 
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Since  1836, 200,000  applications  for  patents  have  been  filed,  and  about 
133,000  patents  issued.  The  office  is  being  conducted  under  the  same 
laws  and  general  organization  as  were  adopted  at  its  original  inaugura- 
tion, when  only  from  one  hundred  to  five  hundred  applications  were  made 
per  annum.  The  Commissioner  shows  that  the  office  has  outgrown  the 
original  plan,  and  that  a  new  organization  has  become  necessary.  This 
subject  was  presented  to  Congress  in  a  special  communication  in  Feb- 
ruary last,  with  my  approval  and  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
interior,  and  the  suggestions  contained  in  said  communication  were  em- 
braced in  the  bill  that  was  reported  to  the  House,  by  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  at  the  last  session.  The  subject  of  the  re-organization  of  the 
Patent-Office,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill  referred  to,  is  one  of  such  im- 
portance to  the  industrial  interests  of  the  country  that  I  commend  it  to 
the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  Commissioner  also  treats  the  subject  of  the  separation  of  the 
Patent-Office  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  This  subject  is  also 
embraced  in  the  bill  .heretofore  referred  to.  The  Commissioner  com- 
plains of  the  want  of  room  for  the  model-gallery,  and  for  the  working 
force  and  necessary  files  of  the  office.  It  is  impossible  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  office  properly  without  more  room  in  which  to  arrange 
files  and  drawings,  that  must  be  consulted  hourly  in  the  transaction  of 
business.  The  whole  of  the  Patent-Office  building  will  soon  be  needed, 
if  it  is  not  already,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  business  of  the  Patent- 
Office. 

PENSIONS. 

The  amount  paid  for  pensions  in  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $30,169,340, 
an  amount  larger  by  $3,708,434  than  was  paid  during  the  preceding 
year.  Of  this  amount  $2,313,409  were  paid  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  February  17, 1871,  to  survivors  of  the  war  of  1812.  The  annual  in- 
crease of  pensions  by  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  more  than  kept 
pace  with  the  natural  yearly  losses  from  the  rolls.  The  act  of  Congress 
of  June  8, 1872,  has  added  an  estimated  amount  of  $750,000  per  annum 
to  the  rolls,  without  increasing  the  number  of  pensioners.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  look  for  any  substantial  decrease  in  the  expenditures  of  this 
Departnient  for  some  time  to  come,  or  so  long  as  Congress  continues  to 
80  change  the  rates  of  pension. 

The  whole  number  of  soldiers  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  was 
2,688,523.  The  total  number  of  claims  for  invalid  pensions  is  176,000, 
being  but  six  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  enlisted  men.  The  total 
number  of  claims  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  91,689;  the 
number  received  daring  the  year  was  26,574;  the  number  disposed  of 
was  39,178,  making  a  net  gain  of  12,604.  The  number  of  claims  now  on 
file  is  79,086.  ^ 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1872,  there  were  on  the  rolls  the  names  of  95,405 
invalid  military  pensioners,  113,518  widows,  orphans,  and  dependent 
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relatives,  ■  making  an  aggregate  of  298,923  Army  pensioners.  At  the 
same  time  there  were  on  the  rolls  the  names  of'  1,449  Navy  pensioners, 
and  1,730  widows,  orphans,  and  dependent  relatives,  making  the  whole 
number  of  naval  pensioners  3,179.  There  have  been  received,  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  to  provide  pensions  for  the  survivors  of  the  war  of 
1812,  36,551  applications,  prior  to  June  30,  1872.  Of  these  there  were 
allowed,  during  the  last  iiscal  year,  20,126  claims;  4,845  were  rejected 
during  the  year,  leaving  11,580  claims  pending  at  that  date.  The  num- 
ber of  pensions  of  all  classes  granted  dunng  the  last  fiscal  year  was 
33,838.  During  that  period  there  were  dropped  from  the  rolls,  for  vari- 
ous causes,  9,104  names,  leaving  a  grand  total  of  232,229  pensioners  on 
the  rolls  on  the  30th  of  June,  1872. 

It  is  thought  that  the  claims  for  pensions  on  accx)unt  of  the  war  of 
1812  will  all  be  disposed  of  by  the  1st  of  May,  1873.  It  is  estimated 
that  $30,480,000  will  be  required  for  the  pension  service  during  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  ninth  census  is  about  completed.  Its  early  completion  is  a  suJ)- 
jectof  congratulation,  inasmuch  as  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  statistics 
therein  contained  depends  very  greatly  on  the  promptitude  of  publica- 
tion. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  recommends  that  a  census  be  taken  in 
1875,  which  recommendation  should  receive  the  early  attention  of  Con- 
gress. The  interval  at  present  established  between  the  federal  census 
is  so  long  that  the  information  obtained  at  the  decennial  periods  as  to 
the  material  condition,  wants  and  resources  of  the  nation,  is  of  little 
practical  value  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  half  of  that  period.  It 
would  probably  obviate  theconstitutionalprovision  regarding  the  decen- 
nial census,  if  a  census  taken  in  1875  should  be  divested  of  all  political 
character,  and  no  re-apportionment  of  congressional  representation  be 
made  under  it.  Such  a  census,  coming  as  it  would  in  the  14st  year  of 
the  first  century  of  our  national  existence,  would  furnish  a  noble  monu- 
ment of  the  progress  of  the  United  States  during  that  century. 

EDUCATION. 

The  rapidly  increasing  interest  in  education  is  a  most  encouraging 
feature  in  the  current  history  of  the  country,  and  it  is,  no  doubt,  true 
that  this  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  efforts  of  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation. That  office  is  continually  receiving  evidences,  which  abundantly 
prove  its  efficiency,  from  the  various  institutions  of  learning,  and 
educators  of  all  kinds  throughout  the  country. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  contains  a  vast  amount  of  educational 
details  of  great  interest,  ^he  bill  now  pending  before  Congress,  pro- 
viding for  the  appropriation  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  for  educational  purposes,  to  aid  the  States  in  the  general  education 
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of  their  risiDg  generation,  is  a  measare  of  such  great  importance  to  our 
real  progress,  and  is  so  unanimously  approved  by  the  leading  friends  of 
education,  that  I  commend  it  to  the  favorable  attention  of  Congress. 

TEBEITOBIES. 

Affairs  in  the  Territories  are  generally  satisfactory.  The  energy  and 
business  capacity  of  the  pioneers  who  are  settling  up  the  vast  domains 
not  yet  incorporated  into  States  are  keeping  pace,  in  internal  improve- 
ments and  civil  government,  with  the  older  communities.  In  but  one 
of  them,  Utah,  is  the  condition  of  affairs  unsatisfactory,  except  so  far 
as  the  quiet  of  the  citizen  may  be  disturbed  by  real  or  imaginary  danger 
of  Indian  hostilities.  It  has  seemed  to  be  the  policy  of  the  legislature 
of  Utah  to  evade  all  responsibility  to  the  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States,  and  even  to  hold  a  position  in  hostility  to  it. 

I  recommend  a  careful  revision  of  the  present  laws  of  the  Territory  by 
Congress,  and  the  enactment  of  such  a  law  (the  one  proposed  in  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session,  for  instance,  or  something  similar  to  it)  as  will 
secure  peace,  the  equality  of  all  citizens  before  the  law,  and  the  ulti- 
mate extinguishment  of  polygamy. 

Since  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  government  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  tl^e  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton and  surroundings,  and  the  increased  prosperity  of  the  citizens,  is 
observable  to  the  most  casual  visitor.  The  nation,  being  a  large  owner 
of  property  in  the  city,  should  bear,  with  the  citizens  of  the  District,  its 
just  share  of  the  expense  of  these  improvements. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  an  appropriation  to  re-lmburse  the  citizens 
for  the  work  done  by  them  along  and  in  front  of  public  grounds  during 
the  past  year;  and  liberal  appropriations  in  order  that  the  improvement 
and  embellishment  of  the  public  buildings  and  grounds  may  keep  pace 
with  the  improvements  made  by  the  Territorial  authorities. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  gives  a  very  full  and 
interesting  account  of  the  several  divisions  of  that  Department — the 
horticultural,  agricultural,  statistical,  entomological,  and  chemical,  and 
the  benefits  conferred  by  each  upon  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country.  The  whole  report  is  a  complete  history,  in  detail,  of  the  work- 
ings of  that  Department  in  all  its  branches,  showing  the  manner  in 
which  the  farmer,  merchant,  and  miner  is  informed,  and  the  extent  to 
which  he  is  aided  in  his  pursuits. 

The  Commissioner  makes  one  recommendation — that  measures  be 
taken  by  Congress  to  protect  and  induce  the  planting  of  forests,  and 
suggests  that  no  part  of  the  public  lands  should  be  disposed  of  without 
the  condition  that  one-tenth  of  it  should  be  reserved  in  timber  where  it 
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exists,  and,  where  it  does  not  exist,  inducements  should  be  offered  for 
planting  it. 

CENTENNIAL    CELEBEATION. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
3, 1871,  providing  for  the  celebration  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  American  independence,  a  commission  has  been  organized,  consist- 
ing of  two  members  from  each  of  the  States  and  Territories.  This  com- 
mission has  held  two  sessions,  and  has  made  satisfactory  progress  in  the 
organization  and  in  the  initiatory  steps  necessary  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  and  for  executing  also  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
June  1, 1872,  creating  a  centennial  board  of  finance.  A  preliminary  re- 
port of  progress  has  been  received  from  the  president  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  is  herewith  transmitted.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  commission 
at  your  coming  session  to  transmit  a  full  report  of  the  progress  made, 
and  to  lay  before  you  the  details  relating  to  the  exhibition  of  American 
and  foreign  arts,  products,  and  manufactures,  which,  by  the  terms  of 
the  act,  is  to  be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Government  of  the 
'United  States,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1876. 

Thig  celebration  will  be  looked  forward  to  by  American  citizens  with 
great  interest,  as  marking  a  pentury  of  greater  progress  and  prosperity 
than  is  recorded  in  the  history  of  any  other  nation,  and  as  serving  a 
further  good  purpose  in  bringing  together,  on  our  soil,  peoples  of  all 
the  commercial  nations  of  the  earth,  in  a  manner  calculated  to  insure 
international  good  feeling. 

CIVIL  SERVICE. 

An  earnest  desire  has  been  felt  to  correct  abuses  which  have  grown 
up  in  the  civil  service  of  the  country,  through  the  defective  method  of 
making  appointments  to  office.  Heretofore  Federal  offices  have  been 
regarded  too  much  as  the  reward  of  political  services.  Under  authority 
of  Congress,  rules  have  been  established  to  regulate  the  tenure  of  office 
and  the  mode  of  appointments.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  system 
of  rules  can  be  entirely  effective,  and  prove  a  perfect  remedy  for  the 
existing  evils,  until  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested  by  actual  prac- 
tice, and  amended  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  service.  During 
my  term  of  office  it  shall  be  my  earnest  endeavor  to  so  apply  the  rules  as 
to  secure  the  greatest  possible  reform  in  the  civil  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment 5  but  it  will  require  the  direct  action  of  Congress  to  render  the 
enforcement  of  the  system  binding  upon  my  successors,  and  I  hope  that 
the  experience  of  the  past  year,  together  with  appropriate  legislation 
by  Congress,  may  reach  a  satisfactory  solution  of  this  question,  and 
secure  to  the  public  service,  for  all  time,  a  practical  method  of  obtaiuing 
faithful  and  efficient  officers  and  employes. 

U.  S.  GEANT. 

Executive  Mansion,  December  2, 1872. 
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AUSTRIA. 


Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish 

do 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Jay 
Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish 


1871. 
Deo.   29 


1872. 
Jan.    13 


Feb.     5 
Feb.   29 


30 
31 


Mar.    7 

do ;  Mar.  22 

Mar.  26 
Apr.     8 


33    do    

34  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Jay. 

35  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Jay 


Apr.  19 
May  1 
July  10 


Opening  of  the  Reichsrath  by  the  Emperor  in 
person ;  favorable  reception  of  his  speech,  copy 
of  which  fs  inclosed. 

Relative  to  the  Grand  Exposition  at  Vienna  in 
1873 ;  copy  of  correspondence  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject ;  informed  Mr.  Yon  Hofmann,  in  the 
absence  of  Count  Andrassy,  that  the  patent  law 
of  Aastria  did  not  afford  sufficient  protection  to 
inventors  from  a  distance ;  inclosed  copy  of  an 
article  taken  ftom  the  Scientific  American  upon 
the  subject,  to  Count  Andrassy ;  copy  of  same 
hereto  appended. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject , 

Same  subject 

Refers  to  the  Centennial  celebration  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1876,  and  suggests  a  generous  appropri- 
ation by  Congress  to  enable  American  manufac- 
turers to  be  fairly  represented  at  Vienna,  as 
being  the  surest  method  of  insuring  reciprocal 
courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  governments  of 
Europe. 

Closing  of  the  Hungarian  Diet  by  the  King  in  per- 
son. 

Informing  him  that  the  subject  of  the  World's  Ex- 
position had  been  presented  to  Congress. 

Inclosing  copy  of  act  of  Congress  relating  to 
Vienna  Exposition  of  1873;  Thomas  B.  Van 
Bnren  appointed  to  represent  the  United  States. 


44 


46 


47 
48 


49 
50 
52 
53 


53 
54 
55 

jgle 
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AUSTRIA— Contiiiaed, 


Na 

From  whom  and  to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject                                    jPage. 

% 

Mr.  Fish  toMr.Jay 

1872. 
July  22 

EzpreMgive  of  sympathy  for  the  inbumanly  perse- 

55 

cuted  Hebrews  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia 

and  Wallaobia. 

37 

Mr  Jav  to  Mr  Hal6 

Jnly  26 

A  larger  space  reserved  for    Americans  in  the 

55 

Vienna  Expostaon  than  was  allotted  to  them  in 

the  Paris  Exposition ;  copy  of  fourth  of  OeneraT 

Directions  for  foreign  exhibitors  incloaed  ;  Aus- 

trian government  desires  a  perfect  representa- 

tion of  the  system  of  common-school  education 

adopted  in  the  United  States. 

3<^ 

do     

July  30 

Transmits  a  note  received  from  Baron  Sch ware, 
with  a  memorandum  of  the  action  of  such  gov- 

57 

ernments  as  have  already  sent  special  commis- 

sioners to  Vienna. 

39 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fieh 

Aag.  21 

Incloses  a  translation  of  a  law  or  order  In  council 

for  the  temporary  protection  of  the  rights  of  ex- 
hibitors at  the  Universal  Exposition  from  the 
infHngement  of  their  inventions. 

58 

40 

do 

Aug.  27 

Transmits  official  list  of  foreign  commissioners  to 
the  Vienna  Exposition ;  the  Austrian  govern- 

61 

ment  relies  confidently  upon  the  assistance  of 

the  United  States  in  the  e<lnoational  branch  of 

the  Exposition. 

41 

do                           

Ang.  31 

Condition  of  the  Israelites  in  Roumania 

62 

BOLIVIA. 


1 

1872. 

42     Mr.  Markbrelt  to  Mr.  Pish  . 

Jan.   31 

Concerning  the  boundary-line   between  Bolivia 
and  Chill.    Fears  are  entertained  that  troubles 
may  arise,  owing  to  the  recent  development  of 

64 

• 

several  rich  mines  located  between  the  three 
parallels    of   latitude    which    constitute    the 
boundary-lino,  and  which,   by  the  terms  of  the 

! 

treaty,  are  jointly  o^ed  by  Bolivia  and  ChllL 

43 

do                

Apr.     5 

The  Argentine  government  has  assumed  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  enUre  territory  of  "  El  Gran  Cha- 

65 

co ; "  alleged  violation  of  Bolivian  territory  by 

1 

the  Argentine  government;  troops  called  out 

' 

for  service  on  the  ftvntier. 

BRAZIL. 


1871. 
Sept    9 


Sept  23 


The  emancipaticm  bill  passed  the  house  of  depu- 
ties and  now  under  discussion  in  the  senate 
with  a  prospect  of  its  passage ;  suggests  that 
the  United  States  Government  induce  that  of 
Brazil  to  lower  the  duties  on  products  of  the 
United  States  imported  into  that  country. 

Appointment  of  Baron  de  lU^u^i^  <»  *  member 
of  the  Tribunal  of  Arbitration  at  Geneva.        j 

O 
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XXXI 


5a  I  Fram  whom  and  to  whom. 


46    Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  FUh  . 
r,   do 


•IS    Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Partridge 


«    Mr.  FUh  to  Mr.  Partridge 


M    Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  FI«h . 


51     Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Partridge . 


38    Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


Date. 


1871. 
Sept  28 

Sept  39 


Oct    21 


Oct    26 


Nov.     1 


53   do 

M    do. 

55   do. 

5«   do. 

57    do  . 


5rt    Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Partridge 
39    Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Flah . 


Nov.  10 


Nov.  24 


Dec   20 


1872. 
Jan.  22 


Jan.  S3 
Feb.  22 
Mar.  91 


Salject. 


Page. 


Mar.  23 
April  8 


Sauie  sabject ;  a  brief  sketch  of  Baron  de  It^jnba's 
life. 

Passage  of  emancipation  bill  by  the  chamber  of 
deputies  and  senate,  aud  now  a  law  of  the  em- 
pire ;  translation  of  the  law  of  Brazil  iVeeing 
the  children  of  slave  mothers  bom  after  its  pas- 
sage. 

Gratification  of  the  President  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  Baron  de  Iti\}uba  as  a  member  of  the 
Tribnnal  of  Arbitration. 

Concerning  the  diminution  of  duties  on  certain 
principal  articles  of  exporis  ftrom  the  United 
States  into  Brazil. 

Incloses  a  translation  of  note  of  imperial  govern- 
ment to  the  Italian  legation,  also  of  memoran- 
dum accompanying  said  note,  with  regard  to 
the  claim  of  Cbapperon,  late  Italian  consul  in 
Paraguay,  for  the  sacking  of  his  houses  at' 
Asuncion  and  Lnque,  by  Brazilian  troops. 

Passage  of  a  law  of  freedom  in  Brazil,  the  Presi- 
dent receives  with  much  satisfaction  the  intel- 
ligence. 

Kelative  to  the  disposition  and  inability  of  Brazil 
to  maintain  her  neutrality  during  theFrauco- 
Gerraau  war,  and  the  indisposition  of  France  to 
respect  it.  Annexed  is  a  narrative  of  the  facts 
and  a  r6snm6  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Brazilian  government  and  the  French  and 
the  North  German  legations  in  Brazil,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  alleged  violation  by  the  French  of 
Brazilian  neutrality. 

Import  and  export  duties ;  concerning  a  reduction 
on  such  duties. 

The  destitute  condition  of  those  who  emigrated  to  j 
Brazil  firom  the  Southern  States  after  the  dose  ' 
of  the  war. 

Political  condition  of  Brazil,  declination  on  her  , 
part  to  enter  into  new  treaties  with  any  nations. 

Treaty  negotiated  with  Paraguay ;  the  provisions 
it  is  said  to  embrace ;  speoulationi  upon  the  same. 

Same  sulject.  Great  preparations  being  made  to 
receive  the  Emperor  and  Empress.  Reception 
of  Count  Solmns,  the  new  German  minister. 
Death  of  Mr.  Nicholas  de  Bodisco,  secretary  of 
the  Russian  legation.  Protracted  drought,  heat, 
and  ^ok  ness.  Death  of  large  number  of  prom- 
inent Brazilians,  among  them  Viscount  de  Ita- 
borahy. 

Relative  to  return  of  destitute  American  citizens. 

Account  of  the  arrival  and  reception  of  the  Em- 
peror and  Empress.  R6sum6  of  conversation 
had  with  the  Emperor. 


73 


Ti 


83 


90 


91 


92 


93 
94 
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No. 


From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Partridge  . 
Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


•  do 

-do 

•  do 


Date. 


18721 
April  10 


April  20 
April  22 


May   16 

May  22 
May  25 


do 


June  16 


C7  I do 

68  I do. 

I 

69  ' do  . 


70 


Mr.  Shannon  to  Mr.  Fish. 


.do. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Shannon  . 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Shannon . . . 


«Tune  24 
July    6 

July  18 

Aug.  25 

Sept.  24 
Sept.  25 

Oct.    10 


Sulvjeot 


Transmits  text  of  four  treaties  between  Brazil 
and  Paraguay,  viz :  Treaty  of  peace,  treaty  of 
boundary  and  limits,  treaty  for  extradition  of 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  treaty  of  friendship, 
commerce,  navigation,  and  consular  pri\'ileges. 
Same  subject 

Changes  in  the  Brazilian  cabinet  Great  damage 
done  by  long-continued  rain.  Excursion  into 
the  interior. 

Attendance  of  the  Emperor  at  the  opening  of  the 
legislative  chambers;  transmits  copy  of  the 
speech  of  the  Emperor  upon  the  occasion ;  sat- 
isfactory state  of  Brazilian  finances.  i 

Treaty  with  Paraguay ;  discussion  on  the  subject 
by  Brazilians. 

Defeat  of  the  present  ministry  (under  Viscount 
Bio  Branco)  In  the  chamber  of  deputies ;  disso- 
lution of  the  chambers  by  imperial  decree  and 
another  legislature  called.  Great  ease  in  the 
money  market;  new  Joint-stock  companies  and 
other  undertakings  forming  for  almost  every 
oonoeivable  business. 

A  good  deal  of  feeling  caused  by  reception  of  a 
note  addressed  by  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of 
Argentine  Republic  Airoct  to  Brazilian  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs,  concerning  the  treaties 
lately  made  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay.  Ap- 
pointment of  General  Mitre  as  minister  of  the 
Argentine  Bepublic  to  Brazil 

Concerning  the  manner  of  elections  to  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies. 

Correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the  violation 
of  Brazilian  neutrality,  duiing  the  Franco-Ger- 
man war,  by  the  French  gun-boat  Hamelin. 

Helations  with  Argentine  Kepublic,  since  the  ar- 
rival of  General  Mitre,  are  more  satisfactory. 
Insufficiency  of  mail  communication  with  the 

•  United  States. 

Election  of  members  to  the  new  chamber  of  depu- 
ties ;  account  of  the  proceedings. 

Same  subject 

Gratification  of  the  United  States  Government 
that  the  differences  between  Brazil  and  the  Ar- 
gentine Republic  are  passing  away  and  would 
result  in  no  api>eal  to  arms. 

Expressing  the  President's  appreciation  of  the 
friendly  act  of  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  of  the 
high  character  and  eminent  services  rendered 
by  Viscount  It^juba  in  participating  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  grave  questions  presented  to  the 
Tribunal  of  Arbitration  at  Greneva. 


Page, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


95 


LIST   OF   PAPERS. 
CHILI. 


XXXIII 


Xo.     From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Pa^e. 


'      1872. 
74     Mr.  Boot  to  Mr.  Fish '  Sept    7 


Ravages  of  the  small-pox  in  Santiago.      Corre-  I      110 
spondence  with  various  persons  on  the  subject. 


CHINA. 


75  Mr.  Low  to  Mr.  Fish 

i 

76    do 

77    do 

78    do 

T9    do 


1871. 
Dec.  26 


187-2. 
Jan.    10 


Jan.   13 


Jan.  35 


Feb.     5 


eo     do. 

81    do. 


82     do 

83  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Low. 
&4     Mr.  Low  to  Mr.  Fish. 


Feb. 

12 

Mar. 

15 

Mar. 

25 

May 

21 

July 

12 

I 


f&  < do 


86  ,  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Low. 


Sept.  19 


Oct      4 


I 


Opening  of  the  port  of     Kiungchow  to  trade.  I 
Transmits  copy  of  not«  to  the  foreigu  office  in- 
forming the  ministers  that  American  merchants  I 
were  desirous  of  opening  trade  at  that  port.  i 

Same  subject.     Incloses  copy  of  Prince  Kung's  ' 
reply. 

Expedition  to  Corea.  Kxplains  why  he  addressed 
his  communication  to  the  King  instead  of  to  the 
minister  for  foreign  afiairs. 

Necessity  of  providing  competent  interpreters  for  j 
the  consulates. 

Eilucatiou  of  C'liiuese  youth  in  the  United  States.  [ 
The  Chinese  Government  has  the  project  under 
consideration.     Incloses   copy   of    correspond- 
ence upon  the  subject.  I 

Serious  evils  likely  to  follow  from  being  compelled  I 
to  employ  natives  as  interpreters. 

Transmits  translations  of  three  imperial  decrees 
relating  to  the  approaching  marriage  of  the  Em- 
peror. 

Same  subject 

Education  of  Chinese  youths  in  the  United  States 

Departure  of  a  number  of  Chinese  students,  with  ' 
their  guardians  and  tutors,  for  the  United  States 
on  a  certain  day.     Incloses  copj*  of  translation 
of  a  note  from  the  Viceroy  soliciting  the  kind 
offices  of  the  Department  of  State  in  their  behalf. 

1?he  Chinese  indemnity  fund ;  proper  disposition 
of.  The  need  of  competent  interpreters  in  tlie 
legation  and  cousulutes.  Urges  the  education 
of  a  corps  of  interpreters. 

Departure  of  a  number  of  Chinese  youths  for  edu- 
cation in  the  United  States. 


125 

126 
127 

130 
130 

132 
133 


134 
135 
135 


136 


COLOMBIA. 


87    Mi.HurlbottoMr.Fish. 


to  do. 


187L 
Sept  30 


Oct      7 


III  F  B 


Tlie  steamer  Montijo.     Considerable  excitement        138 
created  in  the   public    mind    concerning   the 
affair,  and  the  demand  of  the  United  States  for 
tlie  punishment  of  Uerrera  and  his  accomplices 
as  pirates. 

The  steamer  Virgiuia.    The  President  of  Colom-        140 
bia  has  annulled  the  order  of  the  comi.iandant 
of  the  port  of  Colon,  requiring  her  agents  to 
give  bou.U  tli:it  she  will  not  leave  that  P^r^*  0(T>Cj1p 
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COLOMBIA— ConUnued. 


No. 


From  whom  and  to  wiioin.         Date. 


1871. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Hiirlbut '   Xov.    8 


90  I  Mr.  Harlbat  to  Mr.  Fish. 


.do. 


92  ,  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Hnrlbnt. . . 


Nov.  IC 


Dec.     7 


Subject.  Page. 


The  steamer  Montijo.  It  is  expected  that  tho 
oiTenOers  will  be  pro8ccute<l  without  delay. 
The  request  for  a  vessel  of  war  on  the  coast  has 
been  referred  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Financial  condition  of  Colombia.  Her  apparent 
insolvency.  Purchase  in  the  United  States  of 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  in  view  of  possible 
distnrbances  In  that  country. 

The  steamer  Mont^o.  The  government  of  Colom- 
bia Alleges  that  it  has  no  jurisdiction  over  tho 
acts  of  Herr^ra  and  his  accomplices,  they  being 
purely  State  officers.  The  question  of  the  pun- 
ishmaat  of  tho  evil-doers,  and  of  pecuniary  com- 
pensation, will  come  up  before  the  next  congress. 


1872. 
Jan.     4 


Same  subject.  Transmits  copy  of  dispatch  ftom 
consul  at  Panama  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  attorney-general  of  that  State  with  refer- 
enos  to  the  persons  who  committed  the  outrage 
against  the  steamer  Montijo. 

Jan.  C  Same  sTibjoct.  Transmits  copy  of  correspondence 
had  with  the  secretary  for  foreign  relations  in 
regard  to  the  claims  of  Messrs.  Schnber 
Brothers,  owners,  and  of  the  officers  and  crew 
for  compensation  for  detention  of  the  ship  and 
for  their  imprisonment 

Jan.  16  Same  subject  Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Sefi<ir 
Zapata,  and  Is  informed  in  reply  that  instruc- 
I  tions  have  been  sent  to  their  minister  in  Wash- 
ington to  conduct  further  proceedings  in  this 
{      matter  at  that  capitaL 

Feb.  7  Same  subject  Has  been  informed  by  secretary- 
for  foreign  relations  that  a  supersedeas  has  been 
issued  in  the  case  of  Herr6»ii  and  Diaz.  From 
this  decision  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the 
supreme  court. 

Feb.  20  Saniesubj  ct.  No  attempt  to  prosecute  the  oflTend- 
ers  appears  to  have  been  made.  Keparation 
must  bo  siiught  in  some  direction. 

Feb.  26  Same  subject.  Directing  him  to  inform  the 
Colombian  government  that,  while  we  have  no 
other  than  a  friendly  feeling  for  Colombia,  we 
cannot  forego  the  duty  of  requiring  her,  as  an 
indepoudent  power,  to  discharge  her  obligations 
as  such  to  tho  United  States  and  their  citizens. 

Mar.  5  Same  subject.  Relative  t4>  continuing  the  discus- 
sion of  tho  "Montijo"  question  In  Washington. 

May  4  The  Virginias  blockaded  in  the  port  of  Aspin  wall 
by  the  Spanish  corvette,  Pizarro.  Application  of 
tho  captain  for  protection.  Recognition  of  the 
Cubans  as  belligerents  by  both  Colombia  and 
Venezuela. 
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COLOMBIA— Continued. 


Na  I    From  whom  and  to  whom. 


100     Mr.HurlbultoMr.Fish. 


Date. 


Subject. 


.Page. 


Same  subject  Incloses  copy  of  his  communica- 
tion addressed  to  Captaiu  White,  of  the  United 
States  ship  Kansas,  on  tlie  subjectof  his  convoy- 
ing the  Virginius  to  sea. 


COSTA  RICA. 


Mr.  Blair  to  Mr.  Fish. 


IW  ■ do 


103    do  . 


1871.      I 
Oct    10 


1872. 
Feb.   13 


104  '  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Blair. 


105 


Mr.  Blair  to  Mr.  Fiih. 


Feb.  23 


April  3 


April  14 


Election  of  deputies  to  form  a  constituent-assembly. 
Its  probable  object  is  to  authorize  the  President 
to  negotiate  a  new  loan  for  railroad  purposes,  <kc. 

Aiyoummontof  the  constituent-assembly.  Change 
in  the  constitution.  Distrust  of  those  supposed 
to  be  against  the  policy  of  the  present  govern- 
ment. If  arrested,  a  satisfactory  explanation 
must  be  afforded,  or  they  are  banished  the  coun- 
try. 

Conference  between  the  Presidents  of  Costa  Rica 
and  Nicaragua  on  the  subject  ofan  inter-oceanic 
canal.  The  President  of  Coata  Rica  is  anxious 
that  the  United  States  should  undertake  the 
work. 

Same  subject.  The  United  States  government 
has  organized  a  board  of  engineers.  The  subject 
will  be  submitted  to  them  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

Election  of  General  Guardia  as  President  of  Costa 
Rica  for  the  period  of  four  years. 


ECUADOR. 


106     Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 


107 


.do. 


.do. 


do. 


! 

110  Mr.  Fiah  to  Mr.  Wing. 
1 

111    do 


1      1871 

. 

'  Sept 

23 

Oct 

3 

Oct 

17 

Oct 

94 

Nov. 

23 

Not. 

24 

Report  of  the  minister  of  finance  to  the  Ecuado- 
rian congress.  The  circulation  of  American 
coin  throughout  Ecuador. 

Incloses  a  cop3'  of  a  law  recently  passed  by  the 
local  congress  of  the  State  of  Cauca,  in  Colombia, 
upon  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  that  State. 

Dr.L.D.  Wilson,  his  arrest  and  imprisonment  in 
Guayaquil.  Incloses  copy  of  a  letter  from  Con- 
sul Bragdon;  also  copy  of  deposition  of  Mr. 
Wilson  relative  to  his  arrest. 

Same  subject.  Incloses  copy  of  correspondence 
had  with  the  minibter  for  foreign  affairs  on  the 
subject 

Same  subject!  Requests  further  explanations  to 
sustain  the  statements  previously  made. 

Concerning  the  personal  issue  between  the  Presi- 
dent of  Ecuador  and  the  president  of  Cauca. 
Instrncts  him  to  use  his  friendly  ofllocs  towanl 
settling  the  pending  question  in  an  amicable 
manner. 
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164 


166 


167 


167 


Google 


XXXVI 


LIST    OF    PAPERS. 
ECUADOR— Continaed. 


No.      From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject 


Page. 


1 12     Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish . 


115 


116 


119 


121 


122 


-do. 


114    do  . 


.do. 


.do. 


117    do. 


118  i do  . 


.do. 


1871. 
Dec.     1 


Dec.  22 


Dec   23 


1872. 
Jan.    12 


Incloses  copy  of  cori'cspondence  had  with  the  roin- 
iHter  for  foreign  afiaira  c^n  the  subject  of  the 
complimentary  terms  which  the  minister  wa« 
pleased  to  make  use  of  in  bis  report  to  the  Ecua- 
dorian congress,  concerning  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States. 

Steam  navigation  between  Great  Britain  and  South 
America.  Incloses  extracts  from  the  Panama 
Star  and  Herald,  and  from  the  European  Mail, 
with  reference  thei-eto. 

The  Indians  near  Riobamba  have  bnmcd  several 
villages  and  committed  many  atrocities  and 
murders. 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 


The  case  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Wilson  ;  conflicting  state- 
ments as  to  the  manner  of  arrest  and  the  period 
of  his  imprisonment. 

Jan.  16  In<^lo«ws  copy  of  contract  entered  into  with  the 
English  steamship  line.  The  establishment  of 
a  French  line  cimtemplated.  Anival  of  several 
mechanics,  artisans,  dec,  from  the  United  Statee, 
for  tl»e  purpose  of  inaugurating  American  sys- 
tems of  work  in  that  counti-j*. 

Jan.  18  I  Steamship  subsidies.  Expresses  his  gratification 
at  rea<ling  the  opinion  of  the  President  as  con- 
veyed in  his  lato  message  to  Congress  upon  the 
subject. 

Feb.  5  T^''^  inefficiency  of  the  United  States  Navy  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  certain  foreign  govern- 
ments. Incloses  a  copy  of  an  article  taken  from 
a  late  American  paper  entitled,  "A  word  for  tlio 
Navy." 

Feb.  27  Courtesies  ertended  to  the  United  States  legation 
by  the  Ecuadorian  government  on  the  22d  of 
February ;  also  by  the  diplomatic  agents  and 
many  prominent  and  privole  citizens. 

April  2  The  Ecuadorian  government  especially  pleased 
with  the  kind  and  courteous  reception  which 
their  minister  has  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
United  States  Government  at  Washington. 

July  5  i  Flattering  manner  in  which  our  national  anniver- 
sary was  observed  in  Quito.  The  bands  of  tho 
Ecuadorian  government  and  a  guard  of  honor 
were  sent  to  the  United  States  legation.  In- 
closes a  copy  of  an  article  taken  from  El  Kadonal^ 
in  which  very  kind  allusions  are  made  to  our 
national  day. 

Aug.  8  Very  favorable  consideration  with  which  United 
States  citizens  are  regarded  in  Ecuador.  A 
largo  party  of  American  artisans,  mechanics, 
&c,  are  expected  to  arrive  within  a  day  or  two. 
Several  classes  of  contracts  heretofore  mono|K>- 
lized  by  Europeans   will  hereafter  bo  turned 


into  American  channels. 


joogle 


LIST   or   PAPERS. 

ECUADOR— Continued. 


XXXVII 


No.     From  whom  auU  to  whom. 
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Page. 


liJ    Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Wing. 


Increase  of  American  enterprise  and  influence  in  '      160 
Equador.    Acknowledges  with  satisfaction  the  ' 
receipt  of  his  Na  234  upon  the  subject 

FRANCE. 


121    Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Washbumc. 


1871. 
Oct.      £ 


lij    Mr.  Washboriie  to  Mr.»Pi8h.  ,  Oct.    30 


!«    Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Washbume.    Nov.  20 


1*7 


.do 


1872. 
Jan.    15 


Ife    Mr.  Washbume  to  Mr.  Fish.    Apr.    1 


1© 


130 


.do 


'  Aug.    2 

do Aug.  23 


131    Mr.  FUh  to  Mr.  Washbume. 
Ud    Mr.  Washbume  to  Mr.  Fish. 


July  22 
Sept.    5 


Aid  and  protection  granted  Ecuadorian  citizens        180 
in  Paris,  during  the  Franco-German  war,  by 
Mr.  Washbume.     Incloses  extract  from  a  dis- 
patch from  our  mininter  at  Quito  relative  to. 

Mexican  citizens  domiciled  in  Paris  during  the        180 
existence  of  the  Franco-German  war.    Concem- 
ing  his  official  action  in  their  behalf. 

Same  siibjeci,.     His  action  in  the    premises  ap-        181 
proved. 

Same  subject.     Incloses  a  translation  of  a  note        181 
addressetl  to  our  minister  in  Mexico  by   the 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  that  republic. 

M.  Thiers's  speech  upon  the  financial  situation  of        181 
France,  in  which  he  complimented  the  United  ] 
States  upon  the  manner  in  which  they  had  pro- 
portioned the  taxes  to  the  burdens  they  had  I 
assumed. 

Acyonrnment  of  the  national  assembly.    The  sue-  \      182 
cess  of  the  three-milliard  loan. 

Peaceful  condition  of  the  country.    The  entire        182 
population  of  France  investing  in  the  new  loan. 
Satisfactory  yield  of  the  products  for  the  pres- 
ent year. 

Persecntiou  of  the  Israelites  in  Moldo- Wallaohia . .       183 

Same  subject      Incloses  copy  of  correspondence         183 
had  with  M.  de  R^musat  relative  thereto. 


GERMANY. 


1871. 
133  '  Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish ....   Nov.  20 


134, do. 


133  do. 


Dec     2 


Dec     4 


! 

The  German  Parliament  appropriates  forty  mil-  I      184 
lions  of  thalers  in  specie  as  a  campaign  fund  in 
the  event  of  a  war.    Establishment  of  a  uniform 
currency.    The  dogma  of  infallibility.    Most  of  s 
the  Catholic  bishops  opposed  to  the  dogma. 

Celebration  by  A  mericans  of  our  national  Thanks-         185 
giving  Day.    Many  prominent  German  officials 
present.     Complimentary  speeches  of  Prince 
Hohenlohe  and  Mr.  von  Philipsborn. 

Passage  of  the  bill  giving  •quality  to  all  places        187 
and  to  all  persons  in  regard  to  public  utterances 
on  political  subjects.    Bill  to  make  provision 
for  an  active  army  of  450,000  men. 
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No. 


136 


J  37 


139 


From  whom  anrt  to  whom. 


Mr.  Bau croft  to  Mr.  Fish . 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 


141  Mr. 

142  Mr. 


Date. 


1872.      I 
Mar.  18 


April  9 


May  14 


Sahject. 


Page. 


Bli88  to  Mr.  Fish 

Fish  to  Mr.  Bancroft 


June  17 


Juno  24 


July  15 
July  22 


141     Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fiah . . . .  i  Aug.  26 


The  church  quoation.    Alarm  felt  by  the  ultra-  ,      187 
montanes  at  the  union  of  the  twenty-five  Ger- 
man states,  with  a  protest-ant  as  Emperor. 

Opening  of  the  German  Parliament  b^*  Prince 
Bismarck.  Consular  treaty  with  the  United 
States  will  bo  at  once  laid  before  that  body. 

The  exceedingly  large  emigratioa  to  the  United        189 
States  is  causing  much  comment,  the  German 
papers  complaining  of  It  as  an  evil,  and  sngi^est  | 
all  sorts  of  remedies.    The  Pommeranian  Agri- 
oulturul  Society  requests  the  ohaucullor  of  the  ; 
empire  to  offer  free  transportation  to  snob  as 
desire  to  return.    Contemplated  emigration  of 
the  sect  called  Menuoniteu,  numbering  25,000 
souls.  , 

The  topic,  how  to  deal  with  the  Jesuits  In  Ger-  I      190 
many,  having  been  debated  In  the  Diet,  has  1 
resulted  in  the  exclusion  from  tlio  German  em-  | 
plre  of  the  order  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  and 
its  kindred  orders  and  cungrogivtlons.  , 

Passage  of  a  law  rendering  marriage  by  civil        192 
forms  obligatory  in  all  cases  throughout  tlie 
empire.    It  is  Justified  by  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding for  the  legal  marriage  of  Catholics  who  . 
reject  the  dozraa  of  papal  Infiilllbllity. 

Culture  of  the  forest  in  Germany 192 

Persecuted  Hebrews  In  MoMavia  and  ^Vallachia.  i      193 
Instructs  him  to  communicate  with  the  minister  ; 
for  foreign  affairs  relative  to  the  amelioration  of  i 
their  condition. 

Same  subject    The  German  government  entertain  ,      194 
the  same  views  with  regard  to  the  persecuted 
Hebrews  in  Roumania  as  the  United  States. 


GERMAN  LEGATION. 


144 


145 


Mr.  Schlozer  to  Mr.  Fish ... 


Mr.  Flslr  to  Mr.  Schlozer . 


Mr.  Schlozer  to  Mr.  Fish . . 


1873. 
Oct  2d. 


Nov.    2 


Nov.  20 


Emigration  to  the  United  States  from  Germany.  ' 
No  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  German  , 
government  to  prevent  emigration. 

Same  subject  The  denial  on  the  part  of  Germany 
of  her  having  taken  measures  to  prevent  omi- 
gration  will  be  promulgated. 

Same  subject.  The  i-ciwou  why  Germany  has  dis- 
continued the  practice,  horotoforo  folio wetl,  of 
aiding  the  emigration  of  her  people. 


194 


195 


195 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Miscellaneoxu  correspondence. 


X&     From  whom  and  to  whom. 


If7    Mr.  Fifth  to  Mr.  Schenck  . . . 


14$    Mr.  Schenck  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


149 


130 

I 


•Mr.  Fifth    to   Sir    £d«rarf1 
TborutoD. 


Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr. 
Fi«h. 


Date. 


1872. 
July  20 


Oct.     8 


Subject. 


;  Page. 


Mr.  Fifth    to   Sir    Edward 
Thornton. 


Mr.  Hale    to   Sir    Edward 
Thornton. 


Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr. 
Pish. 


May  11 

May  13 
May  n 

June  10 

July     3 

July     4 


!  i 

U5     Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Fish Jane  90 

1j6    Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Hale June  20 

15*     Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Fish June  21 

1>    Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Holt June  21 

1»    Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Fiah j  June  22 

i 
160     Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Hale :  June  24 

l«l     Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Holt Juno  29 

i  I 


1.  Persecuted  Hebrews  iu  Moldavia  and  Wallachia :  | 
Suggests  that  steps  be  taken  for  the  amelioration  i 

of  their  condition.  Instructs  him  to  communi-  | 
cate  with  ihe  minister  for  foreign  affairs  upon  . 
the  subject.  | 

Lord  Granville  believes  that  a  general  expression  . 
of  the  pnblio  opinion  of  the  -world  would  Iiavo 
more  effect  than  aoy  particular  means  which 
governments  could  take.  He  stated  that  ho  i 
would  be  pleased  to  communicate  freely  with  • 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  to  any-  i 
thing  which  could  be  done,  and  which  might  | 
have  practical  effect  ' 

2.  Boundary-line  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  I 
and  the  Kocky  Mountains:  j 

Informing  him  that  Congress  has  authorized  the  , 
President  to  co-operate  with  the  government  of  | 
Great  Britain  in  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  com-  I 
mission  to  determine  the  said  boundary-line,  and 
inquires  whether  his  government  has  taken  any 
measures  for  this  purpose. 

Has  communicated  with  Earl  Granville  relative 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  commission. 

Captain  Cameron,  of  the  royal  artillerj',  has  been 
appointed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  survey 
the  northwest  boundarj-. 

Archibald  Campbell  ha**  been  appointed  by  the 
United  States  as  their  commissioner  to  survey 
the  northwest  boundary. 

Relative  to  a  place  of  meeting  for  conference  be- 
tween the  commissioners  previous  to  their  de- 
parture for  the  field  of  their  operations. 

Captain  Cameron  has  been  instructed  to  proceed 
to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  communicat- 
ing with  Mr.  Campbell,  and  arranging  plans  for 
their  future  proceedings. 

3.  Position  in  which  American  flag  was  hoisted  on 
board  the  American  schooner  James  Bliss,  after 
her  seizure  by  the  Canadian  authorities: 

Her  seizure  for  alleged  violation  of  fishery  laws. 
Dominion  flag  hoisted  over  American  flag. 

Detail  of  her  seizure  and  of  his  action  in  the  prem- 
ises. 

Dominion  flag  still  floating  over  the  American  flag. 


196 


197 


197 


198 


198 


199 


199 


199 


200 


20  L 


Asks  for  report  of  full  particulars i      201 

Furnishes  more  complete  report  concerning  her        201 

seizure,  and  the  insult  imposed  upon  the  Ameri-  \ 

can  flag. 
Makes  a  very  full  report  concerning  her  soiziire,        202 

and  the  hoisting  of  the  Dominion  flag  over  the 

American  flag ;  also,  his  action  in  the  premises.   ' 
Approves  his  proceedings  in  bringing  the  subject  •      204 

to  the  attention  of  the  Canadian  anthorities. 
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162  ' 


163 


164 


165 


166 


167 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mi8c«llaneou»  correspondence— Cootinned. 


No.     From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr. 
Fish. 


Date. 


1872. 
July  20 


Subject. 


I 


Mr.    Fish   to   Sir   Edward  |  July  24 
Thornton.  I 


Sir  Edward  TlK>rnton  to  Mr.     Oct.    15 
Fish.  i 


Mr.    Fish   to   Sir   Edward     Oct.    19 
Thornton.  I 


Sir  Edward  Tliomtou  to  Mr.     Mar.    6 
Fish.  ' 


Mr.    Fish  to   Sir  Edward     Mar.  29 
Thornton. 


163     Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Robeson ... .    Man  30 


Sir   Edward    Thornton    to     April  5 
Mr.  Fish. 


170 
171 


172 


do April  6 

Mr.  FUh  to  Mr.  Robeson....    April  6 


Mr.  Robeson  to  Mr.  Fish. . . . ;  May    6 


I 


Incloses  copy  of  dispatch  fh>m  Lord  Dnfferin.  and 
copy  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  privy 
council  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  Canailian 
government  disavows  any  intention  of  showing 
disrespect  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

Expresses  his  gratification  with  the  prompt  meas- 
ures which  be  has  taken,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Canadian  authorities,  in  disavowing  any  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  his  government  in  offering 
insult  to  the  Ametioan  flag. 

Incloses  copy  of  further  dispatch  from  Lord  Duf- 
ferin  and  report  of  the  privy  council,  in  which  it 
is  Htate<l  that  the  seizing  officer  will  be  severely 
reprimanded  for  his  insult  to  the  American  flag. 

ExpreJi.se^  the  satisfaction  of  the  United  States 
Grovernment  with  the  disposition  which  has  been 
made  of  the  case. 

4.  Slave-trade  on  oast  coast  of  AfVica : 

The  conclusions  of  the  British  government  npon 
the  unsatisfactory  position  of  affairs.  Cruelties 
exercised  by  slave-traders.  The  British  govern- 
ment would  be  pleased  to  receive  suggestions 
from  the  United  Statos  Government  relative  to 
c(»mbined  diplomatic  action  against  the  slave- 
trade. 

The  President  entirely  concurs  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  British  government  with  regard 
to  the  inhumanity  of  that  traffic.  The  consul  at 
Zanzibar  will  be  instructed  to  intimate  to  the 
sovereign  of  that  country  that  we  would  be  glad 
to  see  that  provision  of  the  treaty  between  him 
and  Great  Britain  terminated  which  reserved 
the  right  of  transportation  by  sea  between 
certain  limits  of  his  own  territory  of  domestic 
slaves. 

Requests  that  he  will  issue  an  order  to  the  first 
man-of-war  which  shall  visit  Zanzibar  or  Muscat 
to  the  same  effect  as  the  instruction  above  al- 
luded to,  to  be  issued  tatho  consul  at  Zanzibar. 

Expresses  his  timnks  to  Mr.  Fish  for  haviug  in- 
structed the  consul  at  Zanzibar  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  British  government. 

Incloses  copy  of  treaty  with  the  Imaum  of  Mus- 
cat for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade. 

Requests  him  to  modify  any  orders  ho  may  have 
given  to  a  commandant  in  the  Navy  about  to 
visit  Zanzibar  or  Muscat,  with  roganl  to  the 
abrogation  of  the  treaty  between  tbe  sover 
eign  of  that  country  and  Great  Britain  for  the 
suppression  of  tlie  slave-trade. 

Informing  him  that  his  wishes  in  regard  to  the 
subject  shall  be  complied  with. 

Jigitized  by 


Page. 


/Google 


LIST   OF   PAPERS. 


XLI 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
MisedlaneouM  correspondence — Continned. 


Ho.     From  whom  and  to  whom. 


ra    Mr.  Case  to  Mr.  Fish.. 


1:4   db. 


175   do. 


Date. 


1872. 
Sept.    3 


Oct.    29 


Oct.    30 


176    Mr.    Fish   to    Sir    Iklward  ;  Oct.    30 
Thornton. 


I      1871. 
177  ,  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Mr.  Fiuh . .    Nov.  14 


Subject. 


Page. 


176    Mr.  Fiah  to  Mr.  Pakenham. .    Nov.  24 


1872. 

179    Mr.   Piah    to    Sir    Edward  ,  Mar.  15 
Thornton. 


180    Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.     April  12 
riah.  I 


in   do 


J  July  10 


152    Mr.   Fiah    to    Sir   Edward     July  18 
Thornton. 


in    Sir  E«lward  Thornton  to  Mr.  I  July  19 
FUh. 


lustrnotions  will  be  telegraphed  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Yantio  to  visit  Zanzibar  for  the 
purpose  indicated  above. 

Instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  commandant  of 
the  Yantic  to  visit  Zanzibar  for  the  purpose  in- 
dicated. 

The  commander  of  the  Yantic  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  the  Department's  uiodidcatiou  of  hin 
onlcrs  that  he  should  visit  Zanzibar  instead  of 
Muscat. 

Informing  him  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment. 

.*>.  Fisheries  in  waters  adjacent  to  the  British 
North  American  possessions : 

Has  been  directed  to  inquire  whether  a  proposal 
will  be  made  to  Congress  to  refund  the  duties  col- 
lected on  exporta  of  fish-oil  and  tish  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland  into  the 
United  States  during  the  present  fishing  season. 
Incloses  copy  of  correspondence  between  Isaac 
C.  Hall,  an  American  mei<?hant,  residing  at 
Charlottetown,  and  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
that  colony,  on  the  subject. 

States  that  innsuiuch  as  the  Don>inion  of  Canada 
has  not  assented  to  the  proposal  of  the  United 
States  by  adopting  such  relaxations  and  regu- 
lations as  would  give  Amei-ican  fishermen  liberty 
to  fish  during  the  present  season  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  the  President  is 
not  willing  to  recommend  for  one  culony  what 
he  is  not  willing  to  have  apply  to  all. 

Incloses  copies  of  circular  of  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  informati'm  of  United  States  citixens 
engaged  in  fishing  near  the  British  North  Amer- 
ican provinces.' 

Upon  the  suUject  of  the  President's  unwillingness 
to  recommend  to  Congress  the  refunding  of 
duties  collected  on  importations  of  fish-oil  and 
fish  from  Prince  Edward  Island. 

Her  M^esty's  government  have  been  forced  to 
adopt  measures  for  protection  of  the  Priucu 
Edward  Island  flshcries. 

There  seems  to  be  an  unaccountable  misconcep- 
tlon  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  as  to  the  obli- 
gations assumed  by  the  United  States.  It  is 
hoped  that  unnecessary  and  unprofitable  inita- 
tlon  upon  the  subject  may  be  avoided. 

The  instructions  of  his  government  are  to  the 
efle<;t  that  all  unnecessary  cause  of  irritation 
should  bo  avoided. 


2t4 


215 


215 


2:7 


219 


220 


221 
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No.      From  whom  and  to  whom.    |     Date. 


Subject 


184  I  Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 


185    do 

I 

I 

186    do.... 

i 

187  I do  ..:. 

188 do 


189 


190 


.do. 


.do. 


191    do. 


192    do  . 

193    do  . 

191  ' do. 


195    do. 


196    do. 


197  ; do. 


1871.      I 
Nov.     8  ; 


Nov.  11 
Dec     2 

Dec.   23 

I      1872. 
Jan.    13 


Feb.     3 


Mar.    2 


Mar.    2 


Page. 


198 do  . 


199     Mr.  Finh  to  Mr.  Fraacis  . 


200     Mr.  Fraucia  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


Mar.  23 
April  6 
May     4 

May  11 
May  18 

May  25 

June  29 

July  22 
June  29 


Speech  of  the  King  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 

Account  of  his  presentation.  His  cordial  recep- 
tion by  the  King  and  Queen. 

The  popularity  with  which  our  system  of  free 
education  is  received  in  that  country. 

Brigandage,  its  tendency  to  paralyze  business. 
Account  of  a  scrimmage  with  the  military. 

Educational  system  of  Greece.  Transmits  copy 
of  correspondence  had  with  the  minister  of 
public  instruction,  with  tabular  statement 
showing  the  number  of  schools  and  pupils. 

Brigandage.  Excursion  of  a  party  of  Americans 
into  th^  interior.  An  escort  of  cavalry  fur- 
nished by  the  government  Stringent  measures 
being  adopted  for  its  suppression. 

His  cordial  reception  by  the  archbishop  of  Athens. 
The  very  complimentary  manner  in  which  the 
archbishop  alluded  to  the  American  people. 

Advantages  to  be  obtained  by  the  United  States 
in  a  reduction  of  duties  upon  imports.  Corre- 
spondence upon  the  subject  had  with  the  min- 
ister for  foreign  affairs. 

Elections  in  that  country.  An  account  of  their 
system  of  conducting  the  same. 

Address  delivered  by  the  King  on  the  occasion  of 
the  opening  of  the  new  chamber  of  deputies. 

Brigandage.  Exaggerated  and  false  reports  are 
being  published  by  the  press  of  America.  A 
list  of' brigands  lately  captured  and  killed  by 
the  government. 

Same  subject.  Incloses  extracts  from  certain 
newspapers  published  at  Athens  with  regard  to 
recent  troubles. 

Same  subject.  Turkish  authorities  responsible 
fur  the  existence  of  brigandage  on  the  border. 
Incloses  translation  of  report  of  the  Greek  mili- 
tary commander  to  the  minister  of  war. 

Indirect  claims  presented  to  the  Tribunal  of 
Arbitration  at  Geneva.  The  manner  in  which 
a  claim  of  similar  character  was  enforced  by 
the  British  government  against  Greece. 

Tlie  prosecution  of  three  American  missionaries 
for  "  hetei-odox  teaching."  Incloses  translation 
of  the  "  83'nodic  complaint,"  and  extracts  from 
the  constitution  of  Greece. 

Same  subject.      Instructs  him  to  maintain  the  | 
rights  of  citizens  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion 
as  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  of  Greece. 

Shipment  of  nine  Greek  criminals  to  the  United 
States.  The  minister  of  justice  denies  that 
such  id  the  case. 
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XLIII 


So,  I    FruiD  whom  nnd  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject, 


July    3 


204  ,  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Francis..   July  30 


S05 


Sb6 


I 
I 
Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish July     3 


.do Sept  14 


Civil-sorvice  reform  in  the  Uuitetl  States.  In- 
closes  copy  of  correspondence  with  the  minister 
for  foroif^  attuirs  upon  the  subject. 

Ro4luction  of  tariff  duty  on  dried  currants  im- 
ported into  the  United  States.  The  King's  ap- 
preciation. Favorable  condition  of  affairs  in 
Greece. 

Shipment  of  Greek  criminals  to  the  United  States. 
Incloses  copy  of  corresiiondence  with  the  for- 
eign office  upon  the  subject 

Same  subject.  The  contradiction  of  the  statement 
b}*  the  government  of  Greece  lias  been  given  to 
the  press  for  publication. 

Incloses  copy  of  note  from  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  expressing  the  thanks  of  his  government 
for  the  reduction  made  by  the  United  States  on 
the  tariff  on  dried  currants. 

The  formation  of  a  now  cabinet.  The  Sariuni 
mine  question.  The  reasons  for  Mr.  Bulgaris's 
resignation  as  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 


Page. 


353 


254 


HAYTI. 


Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. 
do 


1871. 
Oct    31 
Dec     8 


1872. 


209     Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassett '  Jan.     3 


210     Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  FUh 


211 


.do. 


.do. 


Jan.    17 


Mar.  25 


April  8 


Hostile  intentions  of  Hayti  toward  Dominica 255 

Tlie  cnso  of  the  steamer  Hornet    The  arrival  of        250 
three  Spanish  war-vessola.       Incloses  copy  of 
cpiTespondonce  had  with  the  foreign  office  upon 
the  subject 


Same  subject.  Incloses  copy  of  correspondence 
had  with  Mi-.  Mayorga  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
the  Navy  with  regard  to  sendin;;  out  a  vesnel  of 
war  of  the  United  Statos  Navy  to  convoy  tlie 
Hornet  into  an  American  port. 

Same  subject.  Arrival  of  the  United  States 
war-steamer  Congress.  Transmits  copy  of  cor- 
respondence with  the  commander  of  tlie  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  proposed  plans  for  convoy- 
ing the  Hornet  to  sda. 

Iloport-s  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  Ui'itod 
States  war-«teamer  Nantasket.  Difficulty  be- 
tween the  United  States  commercial  agent  at 
S;iint  Mare  and  the  local  authontieK.  An  account 
of  his  visit  to  that  place  and  the  result  of  his  in- 
vestigation. Inclosescopy  of  correspondence  had 
with  the  foreign  office  upon  the  subject. 

Same  subject  The  Haytien  government  seem 
dis{»osod  to  look  more  seriously  upon  the  affair 
than  at  first. 


260 


202 


264 
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K(i.     From  whom  and  to  whom. 


213  I  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassott. 


I 
214  *  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassett. 


Date. 


I 
215     Mr.  Bassott  to  Mr.  FUh. 


216 
217 

218 


.do. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassett. 


219 
220 


231 


Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.'  Bassett. 
Mr.  Baesett  to  Mr.  Fish. 


.do. 


22-2  !  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bassett . 
«3  *  Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. . . . 


Aug.    9 
Aug.  10 

224  '  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bansett Sept.    2 

i  i 

225  ;  Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish Sept  23 


1872. 
May     3 


May  16 
May  16 

May   16 
May  31 

Jane  10 


June  26 
July  27 

July  27 


Subject 


22G     Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassett. 


Oct      5 


Same  subject  Commends  his  diligence  and 
promptness.  Directs  him  to  press  the  Haytien 
f^ovemment  for  due  reparation  for  their  im- 
proper conduct 

Same  subject  Refers  him  to  instruction  No.  101, 
of  the  3d  instant 

Kelative  to  the  landing  of  a  howitzer  from  the 
United  States  war-steamer  Nautasket,  at  Cape 
Haytien. 

The  difficulties  between  the  Consul  at  Saint  Marc, 
and  the  Haytien  authorities. 

Approval  of  his  proceedings  with  reganl  to  the 
landing  of  a  howitzer  at  Cape  Haytien,  fh>m  the 
United  States  steamer  Nantasket. 

Transmits  a  detailed  statement  of  the  conversa- 
tion which  passed  between  him  and  the  minister 
for  foreign  afl^irs,  and  also  copy  of  correspond- 
ence had  with  that  official  with  regard  to  the 
difficulty  oxliitiug  butweeu  the  consul  at  Saint 
Marc  and  the  local  authorities  there. 

Same  subject.  Congratulates  him  upon  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  that  difficult  case. 

Ill  treatment  of  Captain  Eldredge,  of  the  Amer- 
ican schooner  Lucy  Holmes,  b}*  a  squad  of  gov- 
ernment police.  Incloses  copy  of  correspond- 
ence had  with  the  foreign  office  npon  the  sub- 
ject 

Arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Charles  F.  Teel,  the 
United  States  consular  agent  at  Miragoftne,  by 
the  military  anthoritics  at  that  place,  on  the 
charge  of  circulating  false  money.  Incloses  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  he  addressed  to  the  miu- 
ist^jr  for  foreign  affairs  upon  the  subject 

Approves  his  action  in  regard  to  the  ill-nsage  of 
Captain  Eldredge. 

Charles  F.  Teel.  Prospect  of  his  speedy  release 
from  imprisonment. 

Same  subject  Awaits  further  reports  in  regard 
.  to  the  case. 

Same  subject.  Incloses  a  detailed  statement  of 
conversation  had  with  tlie  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  upon  the  subject 

Same  subji>ct  Approves  of  his  pooceedinga  in  the 
premises  and  instructs  him  to  intimate  to  the 
government  of  Harti  that  it  is  expected  tiiat 
Mr.  Teel  will  be  indemnified  for  the  ii\jury  which 
he  has  sustained. 


Pago. 
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Xa     From  whom  and  to  whom. 


arr     Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr.  Fiah. 


Date. 


.do. 


«»   do. 


830 


S31 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 


233  I do. 


»4     do. 


235 


.do 

236    do 

ZSl  \ do 


1871. 

Sept.    1 

I 

I 
Oct      2  ■ 


Dea     4 


1873. 
Mar.  11 


Mar.  30 
May  15 

May  30 
Jane  12 

Jane  2t 
Auf^.  10 
Sept    6 


Salvlect 


XLV 


IPage 


I 


The  political  condition  since  the  close  of  the  war 
with  Salvador.  Skirmish  between  the  military 
forces  and  an  armed  band  of  desperadoes. 

Same  sabject.  A  large  band  of  desperadoes,  esti- 
mated firom  four  to  seven  hundred  strong,  going 
about  bamingaud  plundering.  Active  measures 
being  taken  to  overpower  them ;  eflfbrts  so  far 
unsuccessful. 

Same  subject  Uusettlod  state  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  depredations  of  armed  bands  of 
Indians  and  desperadoes.  Portions  of  the  coun- 
try unsafe  for  travel  or  transportation ;  business 
paralysed. 

Incloses  copy  of  treaty  with  the  insurgent  leaders 
of  the  Indian  faction.  Rumors  of  a  possible  war 
with  Salvador. 

Unfriendly  political  relations  between  the  govern- 
ments of  Uonduras  and  Salvador.  War  between 
the  two  governments  considered  inevitable. 

Salvailor  declares  war.  Keportod  tfiat  Guatemala 
Joins  issue.  The  President  of  Honduras  has 
taken  oommand-in-chief  of  the  army.  Invasion 
of  Honduras  by  Solvadorian  army.  Tlie  war 
has  assumed  a  revolutionary  character. 

Same  subject  The  Honduras  arms  meet  with  a 
great  repulse  at  Comayagna;  severe  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded. 

Same  subject.  Reported  withdrawal  of  main  forces 
of  both  Salvador  and  Guatemala ;  sufficient  num- 
ber remain  until  a  provisional  government  shall 
be  established. 

Same  subject.  The  provisional  government  occupy 
Comayagna.    Reported  revulntion  in  Salvador. 

Same  subject.  A  second  provisional  govemmout 
set  up.    A  revolution  within  a  revolution. 

Unsettled  condition  of  the  country  ;  difficulty  in 
forwarding  and  receiving  dispatches.  Apparent 
failure  of  the  interoceanic  railway. 


300 


301 


301 


302 


302 


I      303 


303 


304 


304 
305 


306 


ITALY. 


338  i  Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fish. 


2©  •  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Marsh. 
240     Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fish .... 


1871 
July  28 


Sept    8 
Oct    28 


Inclosing  copy  of  correspohdenon  had  with  certain        306 
merchants  of  Genoa  with  regard  to  the  new 
duty  on  petroleum  imported  into  that  country 
from  the  United  States.  • 

Same  subject 1      312 


313 


Same  subject.  Is  informeil  that  a  further  increase 
of  the  duty  on  petroleum  will  be  recommended 
by  the  minister  of  finance.  ^^ 
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No.  From  and  to  whom. 


Date.    I 


Subject. 


Page. 


24 1  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh . 

242  Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fish . 

243  I  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

244  •  Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fish. 

245    do 


246     Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh . 


247    do. 


248     Mr.  WTurts  to  "^t.  Fish . 


249  ,  Mr.  FlBh  to  Mr.  Marsh. 


1871. 
Dec    11 


Dec.   27 


1872. 
Feb.     6 


Feb.  26 
May  18 

Jane  10 

July  22 

Aug.  14 

Oct.    10 


The  United  States  frigate  Gueiriere.  Incloses 
copy  of  correspondence  with  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  consul  at  Spezia  concerning  the  repairs 
made  upon  her  at  that  port. 

Same  snbject.  Have  communicated  copy  of  above 
instructions  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

"Wreck  of  the  American  brig  Shamrock  at  Genoa. 
Incloses  copy  of  dispatch  from  the  United 
States  consul  upon  the  subject. 

Same  snbject.  States  that  he  has  instituted 
inquiries  as  to  the  manner  of  the  accident. 

Same  subject.  Transmits  copy  of  a  note  from  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch fh)m  the  consul  at  Genoa  relative  thereto. 

Same  subject.  States  that  it  is  not  deemed 
advisable  to  set  on  foot  Judicial  proceetlings 
in  the  name  of  this  government. 

Persecuted  Jews  In  Ronmania.  Instructs  him  to 
communicate  with  that  government  with  a  view 
to  amelioi'ating  their  condition. 

Same  subject.  Kelatea  the  substance  of  an  inter- 
view which  he  ha4l  with  the  secretary -general 
of  the  foreign  office. 

Expresses  the  appreciation  of  the  U.  S.  Govomraont 
of  the  eminent  services  rendered  by  the  arbi- 
trator appointed  by  the  government  of  Italy  to 
participate  in  the  discussion  of  the  Alabama 
question  before  the  Tiibunal  at  Geneva. 


315 
315 

316 
317 

319 

319 


320 


JAPAN. 


250     Mr.  Shei»ard  to  Mr.  Fiah . 


251  I do  . 

252    do. 


Feb.   17 


April  13 
June  16 


Keceptiou  of  the  diplomatic  corps  by  the  Tenno  on 

the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  their  new  year's 

festival. 

Account  of  a  disastrous  conflagration  at  Yedo  — 

Account  of  the  prcsentatiou  of  Admiral  Jenkins 

to  the  Tenno. 


321 


322 
322 


LIBERIA. 


2.54 
255 


1871. 

^ 

Mr.  Tumor  to  Mr.  Fish 

Oct.    25 

Revolution  in  Liberia.     Incloses  copy  of  corre- 
si)ondence  had  with  the  Secretary  of  State  con- 
cerning the  same. 

323 

do 

Oct    30 

Same  subject.     A  detailed  statement  as  to  the 

324 

causes. 

do 

Nov.     1 

A  provisional  government  established.     Incloses 
copy  of  correspondence  had  with  the  Secretary 

327 

of  State  upon  the  subject. 
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No.      From  iK-hom  antl  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 


329 
329 


SS6 
257 


258 


Mr.  Turner  to  Mr.  Fish 
do 

do 


1872 
Jan.    24 
Jan.   24 

May  25 


Inaii^irntion  of  the  new  President 

Reception  of  the  diplomatic  corps  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Transmits  copy  of  bispresentation  speech. 

The  political  situation.  An  extended  aco4)unt  of 
the  resonrces  of  tliat  coautry.  Its  future  pros- 
pects. 


MEXICO. 


1871 

259 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish 

Oct.      8 

260 

do 

Oct.      9 

961 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson 

Oct    28 

262 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish 

Oct    30 

263 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. Nelson. 


.do. 


Oct    31 


265  ;  Mr.  Hanter  to  Mr.  Nelson. . .    Nov.    7 


266  ' 


270 

271 
272 


274 


.do. 


Nov.     1 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish Nov.    9 

do Nov.  15 


-do Nov.  18 

.do j  Nov.  28 

-do ^  Nov.  28 

i 

-do Nov.  28 

[ 

-do Nov.  29 


-do I  Nov.  29 


Dec.     4 


Cattle-stealing  on  the  northern  frontier.  Efficaci- 
ous measures  to  bo  adopted  for  it«  suppression. 

Revolutionary  movements.  Transmits  translation 
of  report  of  General  Rocha  of  the  storming  of 
the  citadel. 

Depredationsof  armed  Mexicans  on  the  property 
of  citizens  of  Texas.  Transmits  copy  of  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject. 

Re-election  of  President  Juarez.  The  revolution 
in  ilexico.  Decree  of  Geueral  Trovino.  His 
proclamation. 

Attack  b3'  Mexican  Indians  upon  plantations  in 
Texas.  luclostfs  copy  of  dispatch  from  com- 
mercial agent  at  Guerrero. 

Acknowledges  his  No.  454,  and  expresses  satisfac- 
tion with  the  appointment  of  a  new  militiry 
commander  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

Indian  depredations  on  the  frontier  of  Texas.  In- 
closes  copy  of  correspondence  with  the  War  De- 
partment. 

Political  situation  in  Mexico 

Freedom  of  i-eligious  worship  in  the  state  of  Hi- 
dalgo. Incloses  copy  of  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Riley 
relative  thereto. 

Incloses  circulars  for  prevention  of  fraud  upon  the 
Mexican  treasury. 

Revolutionary  movements.  Incloses  copy  of  pro 
test  of  the  constitutional  deputies. 

Same  subject.  Incloses  copies  of  proclamations  of 
insurgent  and  federal  conimandei-s,  reHi>ectivel.v, 
to  their  troops. 

Siune  subject.  Incloses  copy  of  decree  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  state  of  Oaxaca. 

Same  subji^ct.  Incloses  copy  of  n  proposed  law  to 
confer  extraordinary  faculties  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico ;  also  a  synopsis  of  the  speeches 
of  Mr.  Mariscal  and  Mr.  Cauedo  on  the  subject. 

Same  subject.  The  revolution  assuming  a  niox-o 
fonnidable  state ;  its  paralyzing  effect  on  busi- 
nes-s. 

Re  inauguration  of  President  Juarez ;  speeches 
delivered  ui)on  the  occasion. 


338 


339 


344 


340 


348 


350 


351 
352 


353 


355 


3.'>8 


359 


3G4 
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275 
27f» 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish 

do 

277 

do 

278 

do    

S7» 

do 

2^0 

do 

281 

do 

Date. 


1871. 
Dec.     9 


Doc.     9 
Dec   18 

Doc.   18 


2S2 


283 


285 

230 


2S: 


2'<1> 

Udo 

2*Jl 
202 
233 

21)4  . 

2Jj 


.do 


Dec 

29 

1872. 

Jan. 

9 

Jan. 

17 

Jan. 

27 

.do. 
.do. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson  . 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


.do. 


Jan.  27 

Jan.  29 

Jan.  29 

Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 

Feb.  6 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson ,  Feb.    13 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish  .   ...'  Feb.   14 


do Feb.   14 

do Feb.  21} 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson Feb.  27 

I 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish Feb.  29 


Subject. 


Mr.  Fish  to  ^r.  Nelson Mar.    5 


Adoption  by  the  Mexican  congress  of  the  bill  con- 
ferring? extraordinary  powers  upon  the  President. 
Trau8roit«  a  copy  of  the  same. 

The  revolutionary  movement.  The  insarj^nts 
proclaim  General  Diat  President 

Transmits  copy  of  speech  of  President  Juarez,  and 
reply  of  the  president  of  the  congress,  at  the 
closing  of  the  session. 

Prot«i'tion  extended  to  Mexican  citizens  in  Paris 
during  the  siege,  by  the  representative  of  the 
United  States  at  that  capital.  Transmits  copy 
of  note  from  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  upon 
the  subject 

The  revolution.  ProspeoU  of  its  speedy  termina- 
tion. 

Same  subject.  Improvement  in  the  condition  of 
affairs. 

Same  subject.  Successful  issue  for  the  federal 
arms  of  several  recent  engagements. 

Cattle-st«aling  on  the  frontier.  Transmits  copy  of 
an  article  taken  from  the  "Siglo  XIX"  upon  the 
subject. 

Transit  of  foreign  merchandise  through  Mexican 
territory.  Transmits  copy  of  decree  of  Presi- 
dent Juarez  permitting  the  same. 

The  Frt»e  Zone  question.  Transmits  copy  of  arti- 
cle taken  from  the  "Siglo  XIX"  upon  the  subject. 

Military  situation  in  Mexico.  Dopreilations  in 
Hidalgo  by  bandits. 

The  Bilker  family  massacre.  Incloses  copy  of  cor- 
respondence relative  to  Mexican  bandits  from 
Sonora  depredating  upju  persons  and  property 
of  American  citizens  in  Arizona. 

States  that  he  has  had  frequent  occasion  to  employ 
his  goj.l  offices  on  behalf  of  English,  French,  and 
Austrian  subjects. 

Military  situation  in  Mexico.  Capture  and  exe- 
cution of  the  insurgent  General  Felix  Diaz. 

Matriculation  of  foreigners  in  Mexico 

The  Free  Zone  question.  Incloses  copy  of  an  ar- 
ticle from  the  *'  Slglo  XIX"  upon  the  subject. 

Military  situation  in  Mexico.  Promulgation  of  a 
now  tariff. 

Incloses  copy  of  the  new  tariff  promulgated  by  the 
treasury  department  of  Mexico. 

Depredations  on  the  frontier  of  Texas  by  Indians 
[      from  Mexico.    Incloses  copy  of  correspondence 
from  various  porsins  on  the  subject. 

Military  situation  in  Mexico.    Division  among  the 
insurgents  in  certain  sections. 
!  Invasion  of  Texas  by  ai-mod  bauds  of  Mexicans. 
1      Correspondence  upon  the  subject 


Page. 


368 


373 

374 
37C 
377 
377 

379 

3:31 
3S2 

J83 

3?6 

387 

3?7 

388 

391 
393 
394 
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Google 
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No.      From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


XLIX 


Page. 


1872. 
396     Mr.  Fish  to  Hr.  Nelson >  Mar.    9 


Mar.  16 
Mar.  18 


857 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish 

298 

do 

299 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson 

300 

"Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish 

301 

do 

3f»2 

do 

3m 

do 

«• 

304 

do 

305 

do 

306 

do 

307 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson 

308 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish 

309 

do 

310    do. 


Mar.  82 
Mar.  25 
Mar.  25 

Mar.  25 

Mar.  95 

Mar.  30 

Mar.  30 
April  8 

April  13 


April  15 

April  15 
April  26 


311    do I  April30 

312    do May    1 


313    do. 

314    do. 


315 


.do. 


May  16 
May  17 

.1  May  17 


399 


401 


405 


406 


408 


409 


IV  F  E 


Alleged  furnishing  of  reinforcements  and  supplies 
to  the  insurgents  in  Mexico  Arorn  the  United 
States.  Transmits  copy  of  correspondence  upon 
the  sulvject. 

The  Free  Zone  question.  Transmits  copy  of  an 
ariicle  from  the  Progresao  up<m  the  snt(ject 

Military'  situation  in  Mexico.  Decisive  results 
for  the  federal  arms.  Anticipated  speedy  ter- 
mination of  the  war. 

Depredations  upon  citizens  of  Texas  by  armed 
hands  of  Mexicans. 

Military  operations  in  Mexico.  Occurrences  in 
Zacatecas. 

Decree  of  Mexican  government  facilitating  to  for- 
eign vessels  the  pearl  and  other  fisheries  upon 
their  coast. 

Incursions  of  Mexican  Indian  s  in  to  Texas.  Trans- 
mits copy  of  his  note  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  upon  the  subject. 

Massacre  of  the  Baker  family  in  Arizona.  Copy 
of  his  note  to  the  minister  for  foreign  afliEiirs 
upon  the  subject. 

Same  subject  Reply  of  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs. 

Military  af&irs  in  Mexico 

Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  Mex- 
ico concerning  the  new  tariff  law,  &c 

Depredations  of  Mexicans  upon  property  of  citi- 
zens of  Texas.  Transmits  copy  of  correspond- 
ence upon  the  subject,  and  instructs  him  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  Mexican  government  and 
demand  redress. 

Removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  norihem  States 
of  Mexico  to  their  reservations  in  the  United 
States.  Transmits  extract  from  the  "Siglo 
XIX  "  relative  thereto. 

Military  events  in  Mexico.  Reports  of  a  counter 
revolution. 

Depredations  of  Mexican  Indians  upon  Texas. 
Transmits  copy  of  note  from  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  in  relation  thereto. 

Cattle-stealing  on  the  frontier.  Depredations  by 
armed  bands  of  Mexicans. 

Militarj'  events  in  Mexico.  Termination  of  revo- 
lution in  Yucatan. 

Matriculation  of  foreigners.  Respect  shown  to 
United  States  passports. 

The  case  of  Colonel  Mayer,  a  citizen  of  the  Ar- 
gentine Republic,  condemned  to  death  as  an  in- 
surgent. Sentence  commuted  to  ten  ^'ears'  im- 
prisonment. 

Military  events  in  Mexico.  Favoi-able  condition 
of  -the  federal  arms.  /-->  j 
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412 
412 


414 


417 


419 


421 


422 


4t22 


423 


LIST    OF    PAPERS. 

MEXICO— Continncd. 


Xo.  i    Fn>tu  ^bom  and  to  whom. 


316 

317 
318 
319 

320 
3^ 

I 

3-23  ' 
3*23 

324 

325 
326 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson  . 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish  . 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson  . 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


.do. 
.do. 


do. 
do. 


-do.. 


.do  . 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Nelson  . 


327     Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 


32d 

I 
I 

329  , 

330 
331 

332  ! 

333 
334 

335 


.do. 

.d«. 

.do, 
.do. 

.do. 

.do. 
.do  . 


Mr.  Hud  tor  to  Mr.  Nel*ou  . 


Date. 


Subject. 


1872.      I 
May  22     Same  subject.    Matainoras  iu  a  state  of  siege. 

Surveillance  upon  vessels  navigating  the  Bravo 

Rio  Grande.    Correspondence  upon  the  subject. 

May  30  Military  situation  iu  Mexico.  The  States  of  Sina- 
loa  and  Coahuila  under  martial  law. 

June  3  Matriculation  of  foreigners.  His  proceedings  ap- 
proved. 

June  5  Transmits  copy  of  the  law  of  the  tariff,  and  esti- 
mates passed  by  the  Mexican  congress  for  the 
ensuing  fiscal  year. 

June  6  Prolongation  of  the  Tehnantcpeo  railway  and 
canal  concession. 

June  7  Military  events ;  capture  of  Monterey ;  defeat  of 
the  insurgents. 

June  15     Formation  of  a  new  cabinet 

June  15  Evacuation  of  Monterey  by  the  government 
troops. 

June  35  Incloses  copy  of  correspondence  with  Mr.  Romero 
on  the  occasion  of  the  latter's  retirement  from 
the  Mexican  cabinet. 

July  1  Military  situation  in  Mexico.  Frsqucnt  cases  of 
kidnaping  of  wealthy  citizens  and  htary  ran- 
soms demanded. 

July  8  Removal  of  the  tribe  of  Kickapoo  Indians  to  the 
United  States.  Correspondence  with  the  Inte- 
rior Department  relative  thereto. 

July  15  Military  situation.  March  of  the  federal  arms  on 
Monterey.  The  news  from  Jalisco  extremely 
favorable. 

July  16  Kidnaping  of  wealtliy  citizens  of  Mexico.  Ar- 
rest and  condemnation  of  a  largo  number  of 
persons  engaged  therein. 

July  16  Military  situation.  Desire  of  the  leading  insur- 
gents to  compromise  and  abandon  their  under- 
taking. 

July  24  Sudden  death  of  President  Juarez.  Correspond- 
ence with  the  foreign  office  upon  the  subject. 

July  24  Same  subject.  Succession  of  Mr.  Sebastian  Lerdo 
de  TQia4la,  chief  Justice  of  the  supreme  court,  as 
President  ad  interim. 

July  96  The  loss  of  a  boat  belonging  to  the  United  States 
war-steamer  Ossipee.  Directions  have  been 
given  by  the  Mexican  government  for  its  deliv- 
ery to  the  United  States  oousnl  at  La  Paz. 

July  30  Amnesty  granted  to  insurgento.  Transmits  copy 
of  decree. 

July  30  Transmits  c<q>y  of  President  Lerdo's  proclamation 
giving  the  programme  of  his  provisional  admin- 
istration. 

July  31  Relative  to  the  return  of  twenty-one  captive 
Apache  Indian  children  to  their  tribe  in  Arizona. 


Page. 

I 

424 

i 

428 
429 
429 

430 

431 

I       431 
I      433 

I 

I      433 
434 


435 


436 


438 

440 

442 

443 
444 

446 
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LI 


Xa  I    From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


I      1872. 
336  '  Mr.  Xeliion  to  Mr.  Fish Jaly  31 


J37    Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Nelson 


338  ; do  . 


339 
340 

341 

I 
313 


.do. 


Mr.  Kelson  to  Mr.  Fish . 


.do. 
.do. 
.do 


344 

I 
I 

I 

346 

I 

347 


.do. 
.do  . 

.do. 


348     do. 


34»    do. 


330  1 do. 


Aug.  1 
Aug.    6 

Aug.  13 
Ang.  15 

Aug.  15 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 

Ang.  24 

Ang.  24 
Sept.  13 

Sept  14 

Sept  14 

Sept  14 

Sept  16 


Subject. 


The  political  situation.  Bright  anticipation  of  the 
wise  government  of  Mexican  a£fairs  by  the  now 
President,  Mr.  Lerdo. 

Kidnaping  of  Abraham  Gonzales  in  United  States 
territory  and  taken  into  Mexico.  Transmits 
correspondence  upon  the  subject 

Instructs  him  to  make  snitable  acknowledgments 
to  the  Mexican  government  for  their  kindness 
in  retui-uing  to  United  States  territory  a  drove 
of  cattle,  stolen  in  Texas  and  driven  into  Mexico, 
and  the  arrest  of  their  purchasers. 

The  Howard's  Well  massacre.  Transmits  copy  of 
correspondence.    The  investigation  of  the  same. 

Political  situation.  Amnesty  accepted  by  the  in- 
surgents generally.  Impoverished  condition  of 
the  treasury.    A  loan  of  $400,000  8nb.«tcribed  for. 

Incloses  copy  of  proclamation  of  General  Negrete 
on  the  occasion  of  his  acceptance  of  the  amnesty. 

Incloses  platform  of  Mr.'  Lerdo  in  reference  to  his 
candidature  for  the  election  of  October  next 

The  return  of  a  drove  of  cattle  stolen  from  citizens 
of  Texas.  Have  made  acknowledgment  to  the 
Mexican  government  for  their  kindness  in  the 
premises. 

The  restoration  of  certain  Apache  children  to  their 
tribe  in  Arizona,  stolen  by  Mexicans.  Have 
asked  the  intervention  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment 

Kidnaping  of  Abraham  Gonzales  in  Texas.  Hpve 
laid  the  matter  before  the  Mexican  government. 

Excessive  and  illegal  duties  levied  on  American 
colonists  in  Tuxpan  upon  the  importation  of 
machinery. 

Military  events  in  Mexico.  The  conditional  ac- 
ceptance of  amnesty  by  General  Diaz  rejected 
by  President  Lerdo. 

Complaints  of  American  colonists  at  Tnxpan.  The 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  promises  to  investi- 
gate the  subject 

Kidnaping  of  Mr.  Gonzales.  The  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs  has  promised  an  investigation  of  the 
case 

Charles  Thiele,  claiming  American  citizenship, 
has  appealed  to  him  for  protection  from  impris- 
onment as  a  revolutionist  Investigation  proved 
him  to  be  a  Mexican. 


Page. 
447 

448 
449 

450 
453 

454 
455 
456 

457 

458 
458 

46'J 

460 

461 

461 
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NICARAGUA. 


No. 

From  whom  and  to  whom. 

Date. 

SaUJect 

Page. 

1872. 

351 

Mr.  Riotto  to  Mr.  Fieh 

Jan.   21 

Inter-oceanic  canal  across  the  Isthrans  of  Nicara- 

462 

352 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Rlotte 

Feb.  22 

gua.    States  that  an  European  house  has  sent 
an  agent  to  that  country  for  the  purpose  of  ne- 
gotiating for  its  construction. 
Informs  him  that  the  United  States  Government 
has  fitted  out  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of 
exploring  that  isthmus  for  an  inter-oceaoic  canal 
rout«. 

463 

353 

Mr.  Riott©  to  Mr.  Fish 

April  27 

Drowning  of  Captain  Grossman  and  several  of  the 
crew  of  the  steamer  Kansas,  of  the  exploring 

463 

354 

...^..do 

May  10 

1 

expedition. 

dent  of  N  icaragua.    Saccess  in  finding  a  feasible 
route  for  an  inter-oceanic  canal. 

465 

PARAGUAY. 


355 


Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Stevens  - 


1872. 
Aug.    8 


Oct      5 


Political  condition  of  Paraguay.  An  excursion 
into  the  interior  with  the  Prraident  and  several 
prominent  officials  of  the  Paraguayan  govern- 
ment. 

Same  subject 


468 


PERU. 


1871. 

357 

Mr.  Settle  to  Mr.  FUh 

Sept  22 

358 

do 

Oct    12 

359 

do 

!  Oct    20 

360 

do 

'  Nov.  13 

361 

do    

Nov.  20 
Dea   13 

362 

Mr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Fish 

1872. 

363 

do 

Mar.  12 

364 

do 

June    6 

Political  afikirs  in  Peru.  Compromise  between 
aspirants  for  the  presidency. 

Same  subject.  Serious  troubles  apprehended  at  the 
ensuing  election. 

Same  subject.  Riotous  proceedings  at  the  elec- 
tion.   Several  killed  and  many  wounded. 

Same  subject.  President  Balta  recommends  that 
the  electoral  colleges  oast  aside  all  preconceived 
pr^udices  and  vote  for  a  new  candidate. 

Same  subject.    No  result,  as  yet,  arrived  at 

Same  subject.  Transmits  copy  of  an  article  from 
El  Comercio,  entitled  "  Politics  unmasked." 

Same  subject  Doctor  Arenas  probably  the  suc- 
cessful candidate.    Reasons  why. 

Same  subject.  Congress  will  have  to  decide  the 
election  of  President.  Railways  and  other  pub- 
lic works  inaugurated  by  President  Balta  pro- 
ceeding rapidly  toward  completion. 


469 
470 
471 


472 
472 


473 
473 
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LIST    OF   PAPERS. 


LIII 


PERU— Contlnaert. 


Subject. 


Page. 


366 


%7     Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  TliomM . . . .  i  Sept  96 


Same  sabject.  Arrejit  and  imprisonment  of  Pres- 
ident Balta  by  the  secretary  of  war,  who  pro- 
claims himself  supreme  chief  of  Per  a.  The 
Pi-esident's  assassination  while  In  prison  by  or- 
der of  the  Dictator.  The  Dictator  In  turn  cap- 
tured by  the  people  and  slain ;  his  body  sus- 
pended (Vom  the  tower  of  the  cathedral. 

ABsault  on  the  United  States  consulate  at  Callao 
by  troops  engaj^ed  in  the  cause  of  the  late  Dic- 
tator; also  attack  on  officers  of  the  United 
States  Navy.  The  legitimate  government  of 
Peru  takes  measures  to  punish  the  offenders. 

Relative  to  the  assassination  of  President  Bolta  . . 


RUSSIA. 


476 


Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 


I 


.do. 


310  ' 

372 

373 

374 

375 

376 

377 
378 
379 
380 


.do. 


.do. 


1873.     I 
Jan.    30 


Feb.   II 


.do. 


I 


.do. 


.do. 


I 


.do 


do 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Schuyler. 
Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 
do 


Feb.    18 

Mar.  11 

Mar.  20 

Mar.  25 
Mar.  25 

Mar.  30 

April  6 
April  22 
April  23 
May     4 


Financial  condition  of  Russia.  Increasing  pros- 
perity of  that  country. 

Speech  of  the  Emperor  at  the  opening  of  the  diet 
of  the  duchy  of  Finland,  in  which  he  refers  to 
the  sad  consequences  of  the  famine  and  the  rav- 
ages of  contagious  diseases  which  have  lately 
prevailed  in  that  country. 

Alabama-claims  question.  Transmits  copies  of 
articles  from  Saint  Petersburg  papers  concern- 
ing the  same. 

Coolie  trade.  Relative  to  the  right  of  a  vessel  to 
sail  under  the  Russian  flag  coming  into  posses- 
sion of  a  Russian  subject  by  a  fictitious  sale. 

Incloses  a  report  of  the  examination  of  an  inven- 
tion by  a  Russian  officer  for  automatic  firing  of 
guns  and  batteries. 

Incloses  an  abstra3t  of  a  neV  treaty  between  Chi- 
na and  Japan. 

Re-organization  of  the  port  of  Sebastopol.;  the 
plan  of  its  defense ;  discussion  lu  London  con- 
cerning it. 

Emigration.  Transmits  correspondence  relative 
to  the  emigration  of  the  Mennonite  colonies  to 
the  United  States. 

S»me  subject.  Incloses  extracts  fVom  a  Russian 
Journal  upon  the  subject. 

Same  subject.  It  is  nut  probable  that  Congress 
will  offer  any  inducements  for  them  to  emigrate. 

International  Statistical  Congress  at  St.  Peters- 
burg.   Incloses  a  draught  project 

Emigration  of  the  Mennonites.  Their  partial  ex- 
emption from  military  service  at  homo. 


477 

478 


479 


481 


484 

486 

487 

489 
491 
491 
492: 
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No. 


From  whom  and  to  whom. 


381  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Schuyler . 

382  "  Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

383  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Curtin  ... 


384 
385 


387 
338 

389 
390 


Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 
do 


Date. 

187-2. 
May  21 

July  12 

July  22 


Aug.  21 
Aug.  24 


S(il\jcct. 


.do I  Aug.  31 


.do. 
.do. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Schuyler. 
Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish . . 


Sept    4 
Sept  14 

Sept  18 
Sepu  29 


International  Statistical  Congress.    Appointment 

of  a  delo;iate  to  rtipresont  the  United  States. 
Cholera.    Its  ravages  in  Russia.   The  appearance 

of  the  snial!-pox,  and  tlie  cattle-pest  also. 
Persecution  of  the  Hebrews  In  Moldavia  and  Wal- 

lachia.     Suggests  steps  for  the  amelioration  of 

their  condition.    >" 
Same  subj'^ct.    Views  of  the  Russian  government 
International  Statistical  Congress.   Opening  of  the 

session. 
Same  subject.   Closing  of  the  session.    Invitation 

extended  by  several  government«,  through  their 

delegates,  to  have  the  next  congress  held  in  their 

countries,  respectively. 
Conference  of  the  Emperors  of  Russia,  Germany, 

and  Austria.    Conjectures  as  to  its  purp:so. 
Persecution  of  the  Hebrews  in  Roumania.  Incloses 

copy  of  not«  from  the  minister  for  foreign  afiairs 

upon  the  subject. 
Same  subject.    Mr.  Schuyler's  proceedings  in  the 

matter  approved. 
Same  subject.     Incloses  a  memorandum  on  the 

legal  position  of  the  Hebrews  in  Russia;  their 

civil  and  religious  rights. 


Page. 


SALVADOR. 


Political  affairs  in  Salvador.  Overthrow  of  the 
government  of  General  Duofias  and  assumption 
of  power  by  Don  Santiago  Gonzalez. 

Same  subject.  Transmits  copy  of  "The  iM>litical 
constitution  of  Salvador.". 

Same  subj{>ct.  Incloses  copy  of  a  memorial  of  the 
secretary  of  the  State  University,  referring  to 
that  article  of  the  constitution  concerning  edu 
cation. 

His  participation  in  the  framing  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  of  the  Society  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

Message  of  the  provisional  president  of  Salvador 
to  the  national  as'tembly.  Its  allusion  to  the 
political  and  financial  condition  of  the  country. 

Transmits  copy  of  memorial  of  Mr.  Arbiza  to  the 
legislature  of  Salvador  upon  the  condition  of 
tlioir  relations  with  foreign  governments.  In- 
auguration of  President  Gonzalez. 

Transmits  text  of  treaty  between  S.ilvador  and 
GuatemaU. 


514. 


518 
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LV 


Na     From  whom  and  to  whom.        D.ite. 


1873. 
»    Mr.  Biddlo  to  Mr.  Fi«b Mar.  20 


3»    do  . 


.;  April  10 


400     do Aprlll9 

401    do April20 

402   do May  11 


403 


.do May   11 


404     do. 


May  20 


4j:.    Mr.  Fii»h  to  Mr.  Blddlo May  24 

406  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  FUh June  10 

407   do 1  Jane  20 

40**     do June  20 


409   do. 

410     do  . 


June  21 
June  29 


<11     do July  22 

4U     Mr.  Hanter  to  Mr.  Biddle.  ..I  Aug.    7 

413  Mr.  Biddlf^  to  Mr.  FUh Ang.    8 

I 

414     do Sept    6 

♦W   do Sept    7 


Subject 


Pngo. 


Reoonfoderation  of  the  States  of  Central  America ;  j     5 19 
transmits  copy  of  the  English  version  of  the 
pact  of  the  Central  American  Union,  taken  from 
a  Panama  paper. 

Hostilities  between  Salvador  and  Honduras  im-        524 
minent    Proclamation  of  the  President  of  Hon- 
duras, with  a  r^oinder  from  the  President  of 
Salvador. 

Closing  of  official  relations  with  Honduras ;  circn-        527 
lar  to  that  effect. 

Relative   to   the   imprisonment  of  ex-President        529 
DueOas,  and  the  charges  preferred  against  him. 

Declaration  of  war  with  Honduras.    Transmits        531 
copy  of  the  procUmatlon  and  address  of  Presi- 
dent Gonzalez. 

Arrival  of  an  envoy  from  Nicaragua  to  offer  the        531 
mediation  of  that  republic  for  peace.    Mr.  Bid- 
dle offers  to  co-operate  in  any  honorable  effort  * 
to  reconcile  bellit^erents. 

President  Gonzalez  takes  the  field  in  person  at  the        533 
head  of  the  Sal vadorian  army;  favorable  results 
anticipated. 

The  case  of  Ex-Presi(dent  Duelias ;  instructs  him  i      536 
to  remind  th6  Salvadorian  government  of  its  i 
pledi^e  not  to  imperil  the  life  of  Duefias. 

The  military  situation  of  Salvador ;  the  success  of  <      536 
Gonzalez ;  the  expulsion  fh>m  Salvador  of  the  | 
two  Jesuits.  I 

Case  of  Ex-President  Duefias ;  likelihood  of  a  pro-        537 
tracted  trial. 

Return  of  President  Gonzalez  to  Salvador;  tri-        538 
umphant  victories ;  peace  confidently  expected. 

Proclamation  of  peace  with  Honduras 538 

luter-oceanic   railway;  alleged  violation  of  neu-        539 
trality ;  correspondence  with  the  ministry  of  for- 
eign relations  upon  the  suljtlect. 

President  Gonzalez  resumes  his  official  functions.        541 
Copy  of  the  governmental  decree. 

Inter-oceanic  railway;   alleged  violation  of  neu-        543 
trality;    his  proceedings  in  the  premises  ap- 
proved. 

Further  successes  of  the  Salvadorian  troops ;  cap-        543 
ture  of  Ex- President  Mo<lina  of  Honduras. 

Call  of  a  national  constituent  assembly  to  reform        543 
the  oonsUtntion  of  Salvador ;  address  of  Presi- 
dent Gonzalez. 

Assassination   of    Vice-President   Mendez;    his        547 
great  loss  to  Salvador. 
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416 
417 

418 
419 
4S0 

421 
4i» 

423 
434 
425 
426 

427 
428 

42? 

430 
431 

432 
433 


From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Mr.  AdeetoMr.  Fish  ... 
Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Adeo  . 
Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Fish  . 
do 


Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 
do 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 


Date. 


.do. 
.do. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles  . 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish  . 
do 


I 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sickles. 


Subject. 


Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


1871.     I 

Sept    2  I 

Nov.  20 


1872. 
April   1 

April  18 

April  22 


June    8 
June  12 


June  19 


June  20 


July  11 


Au^.  16 


Aug.  Id 
Aug.  27 

Aug.  31 

Oct,      6 
Oct      8 

Oct.    2.0 
Nov.  12 


Amnesty  for  political  offenses.  Incloses  copy  of  a 

goner  .1  decree. 
Abolishment  of  slavery  in  the  island  of  Porto 

Rico.    Transmits  copy  of  address  presented  to 

the  government  of  Spain  by  the  people  of  that 

island. 

Atrocities  practiced  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  Mea* 
sures  taken  by  Spain  for  their  suppression. 

Same  subject.  Case  of  the  students  murdered  in 
the  island  of  Cuba. 

Political  disturbauces ;  on  insurrection  appre- 
hended ;  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  a  number 
oi  Carlists. 

Same  subject.    Formation  of  a  new  cabinet 

Same  sul^ject.  Cuban  affairs ;  difficulty  in  negoti- 
ating a  loan  for  prosecuting  the  war  in  Cuba. 

Cuban  affairs.  Transmits  a  copy  of  an  article 
taken  from  the  Epoca,  describing  the  military 
and  economical  situation  in  Cuba. 

Formation  of  another  new  cabinet  Dissolution 
of  the  Cories  and  a  new  election  ordered.  A 
new  series  of  refoi-ms  promised. 

States  that  he  held  a  reception  on  the  occasion  of 
the  anniversary  of  our  national  independence ; 
who  were  present. 

Cuban  affiilrs.  Transmits  copy  of  decree  author- 
izing Cuba  to  issue  bonds  amounting  to  sixty 
millions  of  dollars.  Provisions  made  in  the  de- 
cree for  leasing  embargoed  estates  for  a  term  of 
years. 

Emancipation  law  £n  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  Will 
forward  copy  of  same  when  published. 

Same  subjeet  Incloses  copy  of  decree  promul- 
gating regulations  for  enforcing  emancipation 
law  in  (yuba  and  Porto  Rico. 

Same  sul\)eot  Instructs  him  to  express  the  grati- 
fication of  tlie  UniU*d  States  Government  at  the 
steps  taken  by  Spain  in  this  direction.  ' 

Same -subject.  Transmits  copy  of  extracts  firom 
an  address  to  the  Crown  on  the  subject 

Standing  arm^*  fur  the  provinces  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico.    Transmits  copy  of  decree  organ- 

'  izing  the  same. 

Extensive  reforms  to  l>e  put  in  operation  in  the 
Spanish  colonies  by  the  new  ministry. 

Slavery  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  Indoses  tabular 
statement  showing  the  population  of  both  white 
and  colored  of  those  islands.  Also  list  of  own- 
ers who  have  voluntarily  manumitted  slaves  in 
Porto  Rloo. 
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No. 

From  whom  aiid  to  whom. 

Date. 

Suhject. 

Pa«e. 

1872. 

C4 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish 

Nov.  -23 
1871. 

Colonial  policy  of  the  Spanish  cabinet  Transmits 
copy  of  resolutions  adopted  with  regard  to  Porto 
Rico. 

591 

«5 

Articles  of  armistice 

Apr.  11 

Articles  of  armistice  between  Spain  and  the  allied 

592 

republics  of  South  America. 

SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY. 


436    Mr.  Andrews  to  Mr.  Fish. 


1872. 
Jan.    18 


I 
4» ;.. 

....do    

«©  .. 

....do    

1 

440   .. 

....Uo    

441    .. 

....do 

443    .. 

..-do 

Feb. 

22 

Mar. 

20 

Mar. 

25 

April 

8 

May 

10 

Aug. 

5 

Incloses  copy  of  the  King's  speech  made  at  the 
o]>ening  of  the  Diet.    Prosperity  of  the  country. 

Incloses  a  statement  of  grain,  live  stock,  and  dniry 
exports  for  previous  year.  Flourishing  condi- 
tion of  the  agricultural  districts 

Dl-treatment  of  Swedes  in  Chicago  by  contractors. 
Incloses  copy  of  an  article  taken  from  a  Chicago 
paper  relative  thereto. 

Manufactures  and  business  of  Sweden.  Incloses 
his  report  on  the  sul^ject 

Neutrality  law  of  Sweden.    Transmits  oopy  for 

,  use  at  Geneva. 

Prosperity  of  Sweden.  Wages  increased  25  per 
cent 

Forest  and  forest  culture  in  Sweden.  Transmits 
a  copy  of  his  report  concerning  the  same. 


594 
594 

596 

597 
509 
GOl 

601 


SWITZERLAND. 


443    Mr.RnbleetoMr.Fish. 


444    Mr.  FUh  to  Mr.  Rublee. 


!     1872. 
..  Sept  13 

I 

Oct    10 


443    Mr.RnbleetoMr.Fish Not.    4 


The  members  of  the  Tribunal  of  Arbitration  make 
an  excursion.  Banqueted  by  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil.   Speech  of  the  President  of  Switzerland. 

Closing  of  the  session  of  the  Tribunal.  Instructs 
him  to  express  the  thanks  of  this  Government 
for  the  hospitality  extended  to  the  arbitrators, 
and  also  it-s  appreciation  of  the  eminent  services 
rendered  by  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the 
Swiss  Government  to  take  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Same  subject  Transmits  oopy  of  his  note  to  the 
minister  fur  foreign  afi&lrs. 


646 


648 


&I9 


TURKEr. 


44fi    Mr  Fish  to  Mr.  Morris. 


447    Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Fish  . 


1870. 
June    4 


June    8 


Persecution  of  Jews  in  Ronmania.    Instructs  him  '      650 
to  ascertain  facts  concerning    alleged  recent  { 
murders,  and  to  use  efforts  to  prevent  bloodshed,  j 

Same  subject.    Occurrences  greatly  exaggeral^ed.  |      6^ 
Reasons  why  disturbances  occur  there. 


.o<pgle 


LVIII 


LIST   OF   PAPERS. 
TURKEY— Continued. 


No.      From  whom  and  to  whom. 

I 


Date. 


Subject. 


1^70. 
4  4S     Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Fish June    9 


450 
451 


-do Junu  24 

•do .July     6 

.do July   15 


'      1871. 
45-2     Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish Aug.  12 


454 
455 

456 
457 

I 
453 

459 

400 

461, 

402  I 

I 

463  I 

i 

401 

465  ' 

i 
I 
4G6 


.do S^pt    9 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Brown  . .    Sept  11 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Brown Oct      3 

i 
Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish Oct    25 

do Xov.    6 


.do. 


Nov.     8 


I 

I 
do Nov.    9 

I 
do Xor.  24 

do Xov.  25 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Brown Doc.     5 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish Dec   14  | 

1872.'    I 
do Jan.    18 


do. 


'  Jan.   24 


.do  . 


Feb.  16 


Same  subject.  Transmits  copy  of  an  article  taken 
from  a  Vienna  paper  relative  to  the  late  out- 
rages. 

Same  subject.  Incloses  copy  of  correspondence 
setting  forth  the  motives  which  induced  the 
late  massacre. 

Same  subject  Transmits  statistical  statements 
respecting  the  Jews  in  Roumauia. 

Same  subject  Incloses  copy  of  letter  from  the 
political  agent  of  Roumania  stating  that  instead 
of  persecuting  the  Jews,  they  treat  them  with 
the  same  consideration  they  do  their  own  cit- 
izens or  other  strangers  coming  into  their  terri- 
tory. 

Law  of  the  Sultan  allowing  foreigners  to  possess 

real  estate  in  his  dominions.    Incloses  a  copy  of 

the  law  referred  to. 
Death  of  Aali  Pacha,  the  grand  vizier,  and  ap- 
pointment of  his  successor.    Comments  on  his 

official  character 
The  Turkish  law  in  relation  to  the  tenure  of  real 

estate  by  foreigners. 
Relative  to  the  promotion  of  Mahmood  Pacha  to 

the  post  of  grtnd  vizier.    Expresses  regret  at 

the  death  of  Aali  Pacha. 
Same  subject    Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  the 

minister  for  foreign  affairs. 
Protection  of  American  mirsionaries  in  Syria. 

The  extent  to  which  they  may  claim  protection 

while  pursuing  their  vocation. 
Catholicism  in  Turkey.    The  American  Catholic 

community  refuse  to  accept  a  bi.nhop  sent  out 

by  the  Pope  as  their  spiritual  chief. 
Death  of  Aali  Pacha.    Incloses  copy  of  note  fh>m 

minister  for  foreign  aiCEdrs. 
Facilities   granted  to  merchant-vessels  passing 

through  the  Bosphorus  and  Dardanelles. 
Drawback  duties  on  customs.    Incloses  copy  of 

new  regulation  concerning. 
Protection  of  American  missionaries  in  Syria. 

His  proceedings  approved. 
Merchant-vessels  passing  through  the  Bosphorus 

and  Dardanelles. 

Commerce  of  Turkish  tobacco.  Incloses  copy  of 
note  from  minister  for  foreign  aflkirs  upon  the 
subject 

Merchant-vessels  passing  through  the  Darda- 
nelles. Change  of  position  of  war-vessel  sta- 
tioned to  reoeive  the  firmans  of  merchant-ships. 

American  medical  college  at  Beirut  The  ques- 
tion of  its  being  recognized  as  an  independent 
medical  college. 
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654 
655 


656 


662 
662 

663 
663 
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666 
667 
668 
669 
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670 
671 
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LIX 


Xa 


4e7 


4s 

470  I 

t 


From  whom  and  to  whom. 


Mr.  Fi»h  to  Mr.  Brown 
Mr.  Boker  to  Mr.  Fiah 

do 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Boker 
do 

Mr.  Boker  to  Mr.  Fish 


Date. 


Subject. 


I  Page. 


1872. 
Mar.  21 
Mar.  22  I 


Mar.  24 

April  29 
July  22 

Aug.  20 


Same  subject.    A  pproval  of  his  proceedings 

Tobacc-o  monopol3'.  Concessions  granted  to  cer- 
tain morcltants  there  for  the  exclusive  sale  of 
tobacco. 

Courts  of  Constantinople.  A  new  law  for  their 
organization.    Transmits  copy  of  same. 

Death  of  Mr.  Brown,  secretary  of  legation 

Persecution  of  the  Jews  in  Ronmania.  Ameliora- 
tion of  their  condition. 

Same  subject.  Gives  an  account  of  an  interview 
had  with  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  upon 
the  subject. 


Chrrespondence  with  the  United  States  consul  at  Bucharest 


fi3    Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter  . 


474  do. 

413  do  , 

4;6  do  . 

4TT  do. 

47)3  do  . 

<W  do. 

«0  do. 

«1  do. 


1871. 
Oct      6 


1872. 
Feb.     6 


Persecution  of  the  Jews.    Sympathy  of  the  Prince 
with  regard  to  their  condition. 


i»    Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Peixotto . 


I 
483  ;  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Peixotto. 


«4    Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter 


Same  subject.    Homes  of  the  Jews  devastated. 
Large  number  fled  to  Turkey  for  refuge. 

Feb.     7  j  Same  subject.    Tlie  origin  of  the  late  riot , 

Fob.     8     Same  sulject    Further  account  of  the  late  riot  . . . 
Feb.    -9     Same  subject    Good  offices  of  the  United  States 
consulate  implored  in  their  behalf.    Concerted 
action  of  the  representatives  of  all  powers  in 

I      that  quarter. 
Feb.   10  I  Same  subject    Is  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  of 

I      Jewish  inhabitants  of  IsmaiL    Secures  au  au- 

I      dience  for  them  with  the  minister  for  foreign 

,      uSairs.    A  copy  of  their  petition. 
Feb.   12  I  Same  subject.    Bismarck  instructs  the  consul  of 

I      Germany  to  intercede  in  their  behalf. 
Feb.   15  '  Same  subject.    Commission  sent  to  investigato 

I      afEairs  at  Ismail. 
Feb.    27  !  Same  subject.    Is  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  of 

I     Jews  from  Cabool ;  procured  them  an  interview 

I      with  the  minister,  who  promised  to  grant  their 

I      prayer;  incloses  a  copy  of  their  petition. 
April    1  i  Same  subject    Approves  his  proceedings  in  hav- 
ing procured  an  audience  with  the  minister  for 

I      the  deputation  from  Cabool. 
April  10  \  Same  subject    Instructs  him  to  communicate  with 

J      the  minister  for  foreign  afifkirs  with  the  view  of 

i      preventing  a  recurrence  or  continuance  of  their 

I      persecution. 
April    5  I  Same  subject    Incloses  extracts  from  the  report 
of  the  procuror-general  oqpcorning  the  origin  of 

i     the  late  riot  at  lamaiL 
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674 


675 


678 
678 


678 
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683 

685 
685 
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687 


688 
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Xo.     From  whom  and  to  whom. 


I 
485     Mr.  relxotto  to  Mr.  Hunter 


Date. 


Subject. 


Paije. 


I 


Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Fish. . 


1872.      I 
ApHl  19  j 


May     5 


487     Mr.  Fiah  to  Mr.  Peixotto. . . . ,  May    13 


488 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Peixotto 

June 

13 

48!» 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Fiah. . . . 

June 

24' 

4U0 

• 
do 

Juno 

1 
29' 

491     Mr.  Fisli  to  Mr.  Peixotto. 


492     Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Fiah. 


July    22 


Sept   10 


Same  subject.  Trial  and  sentence  of  five  Jews, 
inclnding  the  rabbi  and  president  of  the  oora- 
munity ;  a  remonstrance  addresse<l  to  the  gov- 
ernment signed  by  the  representatives  of  the 
several  powers  residing  at  Bucliarest 

Same  snl^ect.  Acquittal  of  the  Cabool  rioters ; 
the  minister  promises  to  intercede  in  behalf  of 
the  condemned  Israelites. 

Same  subject.  Approval  of  his  course  in  address- 
ing a  remonstrance  to  that  government  against 
the  recent  maltreatment  of  the  Israelites. 

Same  subject 

Same  subject  Acquittal  of  all  the  rioters  in  the 
several  towns  where  the  late  disturbances  pre- 
vailed; has  been  made  the  medium  for  dispensing 
succor  to  the  sufferers  in  the  recent  riots. 

Same  subject.  Incloses  a  circular-note  addressed 
to  the  agents  of  Koumania  abroad,  by  the  min- 
ister for  foreign  afllftins  with  regard  to  the  re- 
cent disturbances  at  home. 

Same  subject  Have  instructed  certain  ministers 
of  the  United  States  in  Europe  to  employ  their 
good  offices  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  persecuted  Jews  in  Roumania. 

Descriptive  of  Koumania,  its  bounds,  the  origin 
and  nationality  of  the  people,  climate,  religion, 
education,  industry,  commerce,  its  financial, 
and  military  condition,  &c. 


691 
692 


693 


698 


URUGUAY. 


493 
494 
495 
496 

497 
498 


Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish 

do 

do 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Stevens. 


I      1872. 
i  Feb.     13 

Mar.     8 

AprU  11 

April  19 


Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish j  July      8 

j 
Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Stevens....  4ug.  24 


499     Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish Oct     10 


'  Political  condition  of  Uruguay ;  hopes  entertained 
that  the  civil  war  has  terminated. 

Same  subject  He  states  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
has  been  signed. 

Same  subject.  A  new  agreement  of  paclfloatiou 
has  been  made  between  the  belligerents. 

Relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  an  independent 
government  in  Paraguay.  It  la  believed  to  be 
for  the  Interest  of  the  United  StAtes  that  Para- 
guay should  not  lose  its  independence. 

War  between  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic 
considered  imminent. 

Same  subject  Desire  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment that  the  existing  difficulty  should  be 
settled  amicably. 

American  trade  with  the  Rio  de  la  Plata 


706 
707 
707 
708 


709 
709 

710 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIST    OF   PAPERS. 
VENEZUELA. 
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Na  j   From  whom  and  to  wliom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

I 

500  Mr.  Pne  to  Mr.  Fish 

t 

501 do 

1871. 
Oct     22 

1872. 
May      8 

June     8 
Jnne   22 

Blockade  of  the  Orinoco  River ;  inclotes  copy  of 
decree  to  that  eflfect. 

Removal  of  the  blockade ;  incloses  copy  of  decree 

to  that  effect. 
Arrival  of  the  steamer  Virginias  at  Puerto  Ca- 

bello ;  her  owner  endeavoring  to  effect  a  sale  of 

her  at  that  port 
The  case  of  Miguel  Felipe  and  Bartholome  An- 

tich,  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

713 
714 

1 

502   do 

715 

1 
Sffi     Mr.  FUh  to  Mr.  Pile 

716 
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PROCLAMATIONS,    ETC. 

No.  1. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  satisfactory  information  has  been  received  by  me  through 
Don  Manricio  Lopez  Roberts,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  that  the  government  of  that 
conntry  has  abolished  discriminating  daties  heretofore  imposed  on  mer- 
chandise imported  from  all  other  countries,  excepting  the  islands  of 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  into  Spain  and  the  adjacent  islands,  in  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  said  abolition  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  January  next : 

2^ow,  therefore,  I,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  7th  day  of  January,  1824,  and  by  an  act  in  addition  thereto,  of 
the  24th  day  of  May,  1828,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that,  on  and 
after  the  said  1st  day  of  January  next,  so  long  as  merchandise  im- 
ported from  any  other  country,  excepting  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  into  the  ports  of  Spain  and  the  islands  adjacent  thereto  in  vessels 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  exempt  from 
discriminating  duties,  any  such  duties  on  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  Spanish  vessels,  excepting  from  the  islands  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico,  shall  be  discontinued  and  abolished. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  nineteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  ninety-sixth. 

[SEAJL.]  U.  S.  GRANT. 

By  the  President: 

Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  2. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  pursuant  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
the  11th  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  execution  of  treaties  between  the  XJnited 
States  and  foreign  nations  respecting  consular  jurisdiction  over  the 
crews  of  vessels  of  such  foreign  nations  in  the  waters  and  ports  of  the> 
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United  States,''  it  is  provided  that  before  that  act  shall  take  effect  as  to 
the  ships  and  vessels  of  any  particular  nation  having  such  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have  been 
satisfied  that  similar  provisions  have  been  made  for  the  execation  of 
such  treaty  by  the  other  contracting  party,  and  shall  have  issued  his 
proclamation  to  that  effect,  declaring  that  act  to  be  in  force  as  to  such 
nation ; 

And  whereas  due  inquiry  having  been  made,  and  a  satisfactory  an- 
swer having  been  received,  that  similar  provisions  are  in  force  in  the 
United  Kingdoms  of  Sweden  and  Norway: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  same  accordingly. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eleventh  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  ninety-sixth. 

[SEAL.]  U.  S.  GRANT. 

By  the  President : 

Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  3. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  peoola^iation. 

Whereas  satisfactory  information  has  been  received  by  me  from  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  through  an  official  communication  of 
Mr.  Arinori  Mori,  His  Majesty's  charg6  <l'aflfaires,  under  date  of  the  2d 
instant,  that  no  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed 
or  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  empire  of  Japan,  upon  vessels  wholly  belong- 
ing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  upon  the  produce,  manufactures, 
or  merchandise  imported  in  the  same  from  the  United  States,  or  from  any 
foreign  country,  than  are  levied  on  Japanese  ships  and  their  cargoes  in 
the  same  ports  under  like  circumstances: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  24th  day  of  May,  1828,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim 
that,  from  and  after  the  said  2d  instant,  so  long  as  vessels  of  the  United 
States  and  their  cargoes  shall  be  exempt  from  discriminating  duties  as 
aforesaid,  any  such  duties  on  Japanese  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  or  on  the  produce,  mantifactures,  or  merchandise  imported 
in  such  vessel,  shall  be  discontinued  and  abolished. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  Stat.es  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  4th  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  ninety-seventh. 

[SEAL.]  '     •   U.  S.  GRANT. 

By  the  President: 
Charles  Hale, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 


PROCLAMATIONS,    ETC.  3 

No.  4. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLABiATION. 

Whereas,  upon  information  received  by  me  from  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French,  that  discriminating  duties  before  the  date  of  said 
information  levied  in  French  ports  upon  merchandise  imported  from 
the  countries  of  its  origin  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  were  discon- 
tinued and  abolished,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
Oongress  of  the  7th  of  January,  1824,  and  of  an  act  in  addition  thereto, 
of  the  24th  of  May,  1828, 1  did,  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1869,  issue 
my  proclamation  declaring  that  the  discriminating  duties  before  that 
date  levied  upon  merchandise  imported  from  the  countries  of  its  origin 
into  ports  of  the  United  States  in  French  vessels  were  thereby  discon- 
tinoed  and  abolished ; 

And  whereas,  upon  information  subsequently  received  by  me  that  the 
levying  of  such  duties  on  all  merchandise  imported  into  France  in  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  whether  from  the  country  of  its  origin  or 
from  other  countries,  had  been  discontinued,  t  did,  on  the  20th  of  ISovem- 
ber,  1869,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts  of  Congress, 
and  by  the  authority  in  me  vested  thereby,  issue  my  proclamation 
declaring  that  th^  discriminating  duties  before  that  date  levied  upon 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  in  French  vessels,  either 
from  the  countries  of  its  origin  or  from  any  other  country,  were  thereby 
discontinued  and  abolished } 

And  whereas,  by  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts  of  Congress  of  Jan- 
uary 7, 1824,  and  of  the  24th  of  May,  1828,  as  well  as  by  the  terms  of  the 
said  proclamations  of  the  12th  of  June,  1869,  and  of  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1869,  the  said  suspension  of  discriminating  duties  upon  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  French  vessels  was  granted  by  the 
United  States  on  condition  that,  and  to  continue  so  long  as,  merchandise 
imported  into  France  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  should  be  admitted 
into  the  ports  of  France  on  the  same  terms  of  exemption  from  the  pay- 
ment of  such  discriminating  duties ; 

And  whereas,  information  has  been  received  by  me  that,  by  a  law  of 
the  French  Republic,  passed  on  the  30th  of  January,  1872,  and  published 
on  the  3d  of  February,  1872,  merchandise  imported  into  France  in  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  from  countries  other  than  the  United  States, 
is  (with  the  exception  of  certain  articles  enumerated  in  said  law)  sub- 
jected to  discriminating  duties ; 

And  whereas,  by  the  operation  of  said  law  of  the  French  Bepublic  of 
the  30th  of  January,  1872,  the  exemption  of  French  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  granted  by  the  terms  of  the  said  proclmaations  of  the  12th  of 
Jane,  1869,  and  of  the  20th  of  November,  1869,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  aforesaid,  has  ceased  to  be  reciprocal 
on  the  part  of  France  toward  yessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  $iud  their  cargoes : 

Now,  therefore,  1,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  seventh  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  and  by  an  act  in  addition  thereto  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  do  hereby  declare  and 
proclaim  that  on  and  after  this  date  the  said  suspension  of  the  collection 
of  discriminating  duties  upon  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
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States  in  French  vessels  from  countries  other  than  France,  provided  for 
by  my  said  proclamations  of  the  twelfth  day  of  June^  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  the  twentieth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  shall  cease  and  determine,  and 
all  the  provisions  of  the  acts  imposing  discriminating  foreign  tonnage 
and  import  duties  in  the  United  States  are  hereby  revived,  and  sliall 
henceforth  be  and  remain  in  full  force,  as  relates  to  goods  and  merchan- 
dise imported  into  the  IJnited  States  in  French  vessels  from  countries- 
other  than  France,  so  long  as  any  discriminating  duties  shall  continue 
to  be  imposed  by  France  upon  goods  and  merchandise  imported  into- 
France  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  countries  other  than  the 
United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  thirtieth  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  ninety-seventh. 

[SEAL.]  U.  S.  GRANT. 

By  the  President : 

Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  5. 

[ClECULAB  No.   13.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  October  34, 1871. 
To  the  Diplomatie  and  Consular  Officers  of  the  United  States : 

Gentlemen:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  instruction,  and  for  the 
information  of  all  persons  interested,  a  copy  of  an  executive  order,  which 
was  issued  yesterday  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  prescribing 
a  fee  of  five  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  fees  heretofore  authorized,  to  be 
charged  by  the  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  United  States 
for  each  passport  issued  or  granted  by  them  in  a  foreign  country. 
This  order  is  to  take  effect  immediately. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


EXECUTIVE  order. 

In  pursuauce  of  the  anthority  conferred  upon  me  by  the  16th  section  of  the  act  euti- 
tied  **An  act  to  regulate  the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the  United  States  '- 
approved  August  18,  1856, 1  do  hereby  prescribe,  in  addition  to  the  fees  heretofore  pre- 
scribed, that  the  sum  of  five  dollars  shall  be  charged  for  the  granting  or  issuing  of  each 
passport  granted  or  issued  in  any  foi-eign  country,  by  any  diplomatic  or  consular  oflicer 
of  the  United  States. 

U.  S.  GRAXT 
Executive  Chamber,  ^^  , 

Waskingtan,  D.  C,  October  13,  1871.  ^-.^^^^^  by  LrOOglC 
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Ko.  6. 
[ClECULAR  No.  15.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  15, 1871. 
Sib  :  Information  has  reached  this  Department  that  the  purpose  of 
its  Circular  No.  11,  of  the  16th  of  June  last,  relative  to  the  protection  of 
citizens  of  Switzerland,  may,  in  some  instances,  have  been  misunder- 
stood. You  are  consequently  informed  that  you  were  not,  for  that  pur- 
pose, expected  to  become  a  diplomatic  or  consular  officer  of  that  republic, 
wkich  is  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  to  officers  of  the  United  States 
who  are  citizens.  The  intention  was  that  you  should  merely  use  your 
good  offices  in  behalf  of  any  Swiss  in  your  vicinity  who  might  request 
them  in  the  absence  of  a  diplomatic  or  consular  representative  of  Switz- 
erland, and  with  the  consent  of  the  authorities  where  you  reside. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  7. 

[Circular  No.  16.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  10, 1872. 

Information  reaches  the  Department  of  State  that  persons  present 
themselves  in  some  foreign  countries  to  the  diplomatic  or  consular  rep- 
resentatives of  this  Crovernment  with  certificates  of  citizenship  issued 
by  local  or  municipal  officers,  such  as  the  mayor  of  a  city,  and  ask  to  be 
r^fistered  as  American  citizens,  and  desire  to  travel  under  the  protection 
of  such  certificates. 

The  laws  of  the  IJnited  States  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  alone 
to  grant  or  issue  passports  in  the  United  States,  and  prohibit  all  persons 
*' acting,  or  claiming  to  act,  in  any  office  or  capacity,  under  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  the  States  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  not  be*  law- 
fully authorized  so  to  do;-'  from  granting  or  issuing  "  any  passport  or  other 
instrument  in  the  nature  of  a  passport,  to  or  for  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  or  to  or  for  any  person  claiming  to  be  or  designated  as  such,  in 
such  passport  or  verification.'' 

As  the  diplomatic  and  consulsCr  representatives  of  the  United  States 
are  expressly  forbidden  to  recognize  any  certificates  of  citizenship  other 
than  those  issued  in  the  form  of  passports,  by  authority  of  law,  persons 
vho  visit  foreign  countries  in  which  passports  are  required,  are  exposed 
to  risk,  and  the  possibility  of  serious  detention  and  annoyance,  if  not 
provided  with  a  legal  passport.  Certificates  given  by  State,  municipal, 
or  local  officers  afford  no  protection  and  cannot  be  recognized  by  the 
diplomatic  or  consular  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

All  citizens  leaving  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  are  advised 
to  provide  themselves  with  passports,  which  are  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  on  application,  accompanied  by  the  proper  evidence,  with- 
out charge. 

HAMILTON  FISH, 

Secretat^^^^ 
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Ko.  8. 
[Circular  !No.  17.] 

[Aildreseed  to  each  of  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  foreign  countries  in  the  United 

States.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  30,  1872. 

Sir  :  As  the  special  tax  formerly  imposed  upon  each  passport  issaed 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  has  been  repealed  by  Congress,  this 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  law,  has  so  modified  its  regulations  that, 
hereafter,  any  passport  issued  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  from 
this  Department  will  be  considered  valid  for  one  year  from  its  date, 
though  the  same  may  have  been  used  on  a  former  absence  of  the  holder 
from  the  United  States.  I  would  therefore  thank  you  to  inform  the 
consuls  serving  your  government  in  this  country  of  this  modification  of 
a  former  regulation  of  this  Department,  to  the  end  that  they  may  con- 
tinue to  abstain  from  attaching  their  vis^  to  passports  issued  by  this 
Department  which  are  a  year  or  more  old  when  presented  for  visSy  but 
that  they  need  no  longer  refrain  from  attaching  the  visS  to  passports 
-which  are  less  than  a  year  old  on  the  ground  that  they  have  been  used 
on  a  former  absence  of  the  holder  from  the  United  States. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration* 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  9. 
[Circular  No.  18.J 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Februai^  16,  1872. 

To  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  of  the  United  States : 

Gentlemen  :  Occasions  having  arisen  in  which  it  was  found  desirable 
for  the  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  United  States  to  possess 
authentic  information  concerning  the  laws  in  force  in  the  several  States 
and  Territories  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  age  at  which  males  and 
females,  whether  unmarried  or  married,  attain  their  majorit^^,  the  De- 
partment, some  time  since,  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  executives 
of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  from  which  the  following  informa- 
tion has  been  extracted  : 

states. 

Alabama. — Males  under  17  years,  and  females  under  the  age  of  14,. 
cannot  contract  marriage.  Both  males  and  feniales  attain  their  major- 
ity at  21  years  of  age. 

Arlcansas. — Males  at  the  age  of  21  years,  and  females  at  18,  attain 
their  majority. 

California. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  the  age  of  21  years,  and 
females  at  18. 

Connecticut — ^Males  and  fem.iles,  unmarried  or  married,  attain  their 
majority  at  21  years  of  age. 

l)elatoare. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  females  at 
21  or  marriage.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Florida, — Males  and  females,  married  or  unmarried,  attain  their  major- 
ity at  21  years  of  age. 

Georgia. — Males  and  females,  married  or  unmarried,  attain  their  ma- 
jority at  21  years  of  age. 

Illinois, — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18. 

Indiana, — ^Malesand  females,  married  or  unmarried,  attain  their  major- 
ity at  21  years  of  age. 

lotca, — The  peri(Ki  of  minority  extends  in  males  to  the  age  of  21  years, 
and  in  females  to  18,  but  all  minors  attain  their  majority  by  marriage. 

Kansas. — ^Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18,  whether  married  or  unmarried.  , 

Maine. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females, 
for  the  purposes  of  marriage,  at  18,  and  for  all  other  purposes,  at  21. 

Maryland. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18. 

Massachusetts. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority,  whether  mar- 
ried or  unmarried,  at  21  years  of  age. 

Michigan. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age. 
(The  age,  however,  so  far  as  relates  to  females,  is  established  rather  by 
implication  than  direct  averment  of  statute.)  . 

Minnesota. — ^Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18.  (Males,  however,  are  qualified  under  the  law  to  contract  mar- 
riage at  18  and  females  at  15.) 

Missouri. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18. 

Mississippi. — ^IVIales  and  females  obtain  their  majority,  whether  mar- 
ried or  unmarried,  at  21  years  of  age.  Females  are  allowed  to  marry 
without  consent  of  parents  or  guardian  at  18. 

Ketttueky. — ^Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  females  at 
18.  (Males  can  marry  at  18,  and  females  at  14.) 

Louisiana. — ^Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18.    (Males  can  marry  at  14,  and  females  at  12.) 

New  Hampshire. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and 
females  at  18.) 

Xeio  Jersey. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of 
age.  (Females  can  marry  without  consent  of  parents  or  guardian  at 
18.) 

New  York. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority,  whether  married 
or  unmarried,  at  21  years  of  age.  (Males  may  dispose  of  personal  estate, 
by  will,  at  18  and  upwards,  and  females  at  16.  Marriage  of  females 
under  14,  without  consent  of  parents  or  guardian,  may  be  declared  void 
by  the  courts.) 

North  Carolina. — Males  or  females  attain  their  majority,  whether  mar- 
ried or  unmarried,  at  21  years  of  age. 

Nebraska. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  females, 
married,  at  16 ;  unmaiTied  at  18. 

Nevada. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  vears  of  age,  and  females 
at  18. 

Ohio. — Males  attain  their  majority,  whether  married  or  unmarried,  at 
21  years,  and  females  at  18. 

Oregon. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18,  or  on  their  marriage. 

Pennsylvania. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of 
age.    (Incases  of  apprenticeship  the  male,  under  the  law,  is  i^eleased  at  , 
21,  and  the  female  at  18.)  „  iglc 
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Ehode  Island. — Males  and  females,  married  or  unmarried,  attain  their 
mtyority  at  21  years  of  age.  (But  both  male  and  female  may  make  a 
will  of  their  personal  property  at  18.) 

South  Carolina. — Males  and.  females,  married  or  unmarried,  attain 
their  majority  at  21  years  of  age. 

Tennessee. — Males  and  females,  married  or  unmarried,  attain  their 
majority  at  21  years  of  age. 

Texas. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age. 
(Minor  female  upon  marriage  becomes  of  fuU  age.) 

Vermont. — ^Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18. 

•    Virginia. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority,  married  or  unmar- 
ried, at-2l  years  of  age. 

West  Virginia. — Males  and  females  attain  their  majority  at  21  years 
of  age.  (Minors,  18  years  of  age  and  upward,  may  dispose  of  personal 
property  by  will.  No  marriage  can  be  solemnized  between  parties, 
either  of  whom  is  under  21  years  of  age,  unless  with  the  consent  of  father, 
guardian,  or  mother.) 

Wisconsin. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18.    (Marriage  of  a  minor  does  not  affect  the  state  of  majority.) 

TERRITORIES. 

Colorado. — ^Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18.    (Males  can  marry  at  16,  and  females  at  14.) 

Dakota. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18.    (Males  can  marry  at  16,  and  females  at  14.) 

Idaho. — Males  attain  their  mjyority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females  at 
18.    (Males  can  marry  at  16,  and  females  at  14.) 

Montana. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females 
at  18.    (Males  can  marry  at  18,  no  age  fixed  for  females.) 

New  Mexico. — Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and 
females  at  18.  (Males  must  be  21  years  of  age  to  marry  without  consent 
of  parents,  but  no  age  fixed  for  females.) 

Utah. — ^Males  attain  their  majority  at  21  years  of  age,  and  females  at 
18.    (A  minor  may  make  contract  for  personal  services.) 

Washington. — Males  attain  their  mjyority  at  21  years  of  age,  and 
females  at  18.    (All  females  married  to  a  person  of  full  age  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  full  age.    Males  and  females  under  age  must 
have  consent  of  parents  or  guardian  to  marry.) 
I  am,  gentlemen,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  10. 

[Circular  No.  21.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  15, 1872. 

To  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  of  the  United  States : 

Letters  rogatory  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  testimony  of  persons 
residing  in  the  United  States,  which  may  be  material  iu  suits  i|^nding 
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in  the  courts  of  foreign  countries,  are  frequently  sent  to  this  Depart- 
ment, usually  with  a  note  from  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the 
foreign  country  or  from  its  diplomatic  representative  here,  requesting 
that  the  business  may  be  attended  to.  It  is  not,  however,  the  province 
of  the  Department  of  State  to  dispose  of  matters  of  this  kind.  Fre- 
quently witnesses  whose  testimony  is  sought  reside  in  places  far  from 
this  city,  rendering  it  impracticable  to  have  the  testimony  taken  within 
the  time  at  which  it  is  required,  in  order  to  make  it  available. 

It  is,  therefore,  deemed  advisable  to  issue  this  circular,  to  which  are 
appended  the  acts  of  Congress  regulating  the  taking  of  testimony  in 
such  cases.  Other  information  upon  the  subject,  which  will  be  found 
useful  to  persons  interested,  is  contained  in  the  following 

DIRECTIONS. 

The  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  are  held  in  each  of  the  States, 
and  at  the  points  in  each  State  where  the  circuit  court  is  held  there 
is  established  permanently  a  clerk's  office,  so  that  in  addressing  a  com- 
munication to  that  tribunal,  the  proper  form  would  be,  "  To  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of .^ 

United  States  courts  are  held  in  Maine,  at  Portland ;  in  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, at  Portsmouth  and  Exeter  5  in  Massachusetts,  at  Boston  5  in  Rhode 
Island,  at  Newport  and  Providence ;  in  Vermont,  at  Windsor  and  Rut- 
land; in  Connecticut,  at  New  Haven ;  in  New  York,  at  Canaudaigua, 
Albany,  Utica,  and  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn ;  in  New  Jersey, 
at  Trenton  5  in  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh  ;  in  Dela- 
ware, at  New  Castle ;  in  Maryland,  at  Baltimore ;  in  West  Virginia,  at 
liewisburgh ;  in  Virginia,  at  Norfolk ;  in  North  Carolina,  at  Raleigh ;  in 
South  Carolina,  at  Charleston ;  in  Georgia,  at  Milledgeville ;  in  Florida, 
at  Apalachicola,  Tallahassee,  Saint  Augustine,  and  Pensacola ;  in  Ala- 
bama, at  Mobile;  in  Louisiana,  at  New  Orleans;  in  Mississippi,  at 
Jackson ;  in  Texas,  at  Galveston,  Brownsville,  Austin,  and  Tyler ;  in 
Ohio,  at  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati ;  in  Michigan,  at  Detroit  and  Grand 
Bapids ;  in  Kentucky,  at  Frankfort,  Covington,  Louisville,  and  Paducah ; 
in  Tennessee,  at£j]Oxville,Nashville,  and  Memphis ;  in  Indiana,  at  Indian- 
apolis ;  in  Illinois,  at  Chicago  and  Springfield ;  in  Wisconsin,  at  Milwau- 
kee and  Madison ;  in  Minnesota,  at  Saint  Paul ;  in  Iowa,  at  Des  Moines ; 
in  Missouri,  at  Saint  Louis  and  Jefferson  City ;  in  Kansas,  at  Topeka ; 
in  Arkansas,  at  Little  Rock ;  in  California,  at  San  Francisco ;  in  Oregon, 
at  Portland ;  in  Nevada,  at  Carson  City. 

There  is  also  at  least  one  district  court  in  each  State.  In  many  of 
the  States  there  are  two,  and  in  some  three.  When  a  State  is  composed 
of  two  districts,  they  are  in  some  States  called  northern  and  southern ;  , 
in  others  eastern  and  western ;  in  one  northern,  southern,  and  eastern ; 
in  another  northern,  middle,  and  southern;  and  in  another  eastern, 
middle,  and  western. 

The  clerks  of  these  courts,  respectively,  are  authorized  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  to  take  depositions,  and  may,  with  propriety,  be 
•designated  as  commissioners  for  that  purpose  in  letters  rogatory,  which, 
when  returned,  are  to  be  used  in  the  courts  of  foreign  countries.  The 
letters  rogatory  may  be  addressed  to  the  judge  of  either  the  circuit 

court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of ,  or  the  district  court 

of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of ,  (naming  the  State,)  pray- 
ing the  judge  of  that  court  to  name  and  appoint  the  commissioner,  or 
auch  letters  may  be  addressed  to  the  commissioner  directly. 

The  letter  or  package  should  in  all  cases  be  directed  to  the  clerk  of 
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the  district  or  circuit  court  to  which  the  letters  rogatory  are  addressed. 
The  clerk's  office  is  at  the  place  where  the  court  holds  its  sessions. 
I  ain,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


AN  ACT  to  facilitate  the  takiDjt;  of  depo.siti<i08  within  tlie  United  States,  to  be  used  iu  the  courts  of 
other  countries,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  ITouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Cangress  assembled,  That  the  testimony  of  any  witness  residing  within  the  Unit<?d  States, 
to  be  used  in  any  suit  for  the  recovery  of  money  or  property  depending  in  any  court  iu 
any  foreign  country  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  and  in  wnich  the  Govern- 
ment of  such  foreign  country  shall  be  a  pai*ty  or  shall  have  an  interest,  may  be  ob- 
tained to  be  used  in  such  suit.  If  a  commission  or  letters  rogatory  to  take  such 
testimony  shall  have  been  issued  from  the  court  in  which  said  suit  is  pending,  on  pro- 
ducing the  same  before  the  district  judge  of  any  district  where  said  witness  resides  or 
shall  be  found,  and  on  due  proof  being  made  to  such  judge  that  the  testimony  of  any 
witness  is  material  to  the  party  desiring  the  same,  such  judge  shall  issue  a  summons  to 
such  witness,  requiring  him  to  appear  before  the  officer  or  commissioner  named  in  such 
commission  or  letters  rogatory,  to  testify  iu  such  suit.  Such  summons  shall  specify  the 
time  and  place  at  which  such  witness  is  required  to  attend,  which  place  shall  bo  within 
one  hundred  miles  of  the  place  where  said  witness  resides  or  shall  be  served  with  said 
snmmons. 

Skc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear 
at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  summons  issued,  in  accordance  with  this  act, 
or  if,  upon  his  appearance  he  shall  refuse  to  testify,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 
penalties,  as  would  be  incurred  for  a  like  offense  on  the  trial  of  a  suit  in  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States. 

Skc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every  witness  who  shall  appear  and  testify,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  shall  receive  from  the  party  at  whose  instance 
he  shall  have  been  summoned,  the  same  fees  and  mileage  as  are  allowed  to  witnesses 
in  suits  depending  in  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  any  commission  or  letters  rogatory, 
issued  to  take  the  testimony  of  any  witness  in  a  foreign  country,  in  any  suit  in  which 
the  United  States  are  parties  or  have  an  interest,  shalThave  been  executed  by  the  court 
or  the  commissioner  to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  directed,  the  same  shall  be  re- 
turned by  such  court  or  commissioner  to  the  minister  or  consul  of  the  United  States 
nearest  the  place  where  said  letters  or  commission  shall  have  been  executed,  who,  on 
receiving  the  same,  shall  indorse  thereon  a  certificate,  stating  the  time  and  place  when 
and  where  the  same  was  received  ;  and  that  the  said  deposition  is  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  when  he  received  the  same;  and  he  shall  thereupon  transmit  the  said  letters 
or  commission,  so  executed  and  certifieil,  by  mail  t>o  the  clerk  of  the  court  from  which 
the  same  issued,  in  the  manner  in  which  his  othcial  dispatches  are  transmitted  to  the 
Government.  And  the  testimony  of  witnesses  so,  as  aforesaid,  taken  and  returned, 
shall  be  read  as  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the  suit  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been 
taken,  without  objection  as  to  the  method  of  returning  the  same. 

Approved  March  3,  1863. 


AN  ACT  to  prevent  mistrials  iu  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  Unit4)«l  States,  in  certain  cusjmi. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  where  letters  rogatory  shall  have  be  [been] 
addressed  from  any  court  of  a  foreign  country  to  any  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  United  States  commissioner  designated  by  said  circuit  court  to  make  the  exami- 
nation of  witnesses  in  said  letters  mentioned,  said  commissioner  shall  be  empowered 
to  compel  the  witnesses  to  appear  and  depofo  iu  the  same  manner  as  to  appear  and 
testify  iu  court. 

Approved  March  2,  1855. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.  11. 

[Circular  No.  22.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  May  25,  1872. 

To  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at ,  Mexico, 

Sib:  I  inclose  a  translation  of  a  note  of  the  20th  instant,  addressed  to 
this  Department  by  M.  de  Bellonnet,  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  France, 
and  the  original  and  translation  of  the  instruction  to  him  by  M.  de  K6mu- 
sat,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  that  country,  to  which  it  refers, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  French  citizens  who  were 
born  in  the  territories  ceded  to  the  German  Empire,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve their  nationality. 

If  there  should  be  any  Frenchmen  of  the  description  referred  to  within 
your  consular  district,  you  will  communicate  to  them  such  information 
upon  this  subject  as  may  enable  them  to  avail  themselves  of  the  choice 
offered  to  them.' 

The  form  accompanying  Mr.  E^musat's  instruction  seems  to  be  ex- 
plicit, and  if  the  blank  be  filed  up  accordingly,  it  would  require  for  its 
authentication  merely  a  certificate  in  the  nsual  form  under  your  ofiQcial 
seal.  You  will  forward  hither  any  declarations  which  may  be  made 
before  you,  in  order  that  they  may  be  communicated  to  the  French  gov- 
ernment through  the  proper  channel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 
Second  Assistant  Secretary. 


Mr,  Bellonnet  to  Mr,  Fish, 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  France,  Washington,  May  20, 1872. 
Mr.  Secretary  of  State  : 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  yon  ten  copies  of  the  instractions  of  M.  de 
B^mnsat  relative  to  the  steps  to  bo  taken  by  French  citizens  who  were  born  in  the  ter- 
ritories ceded  to  the  German  Empire,  in  order  to  preserve  their  nationality.^ 

As  it  is  desirable  that  natives  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine  residing  in  Mexico  may  be 
enabled  to  comply  with  these  instructions,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  yoa  if  vou  will  be 

S leased  to  send  the  inclosed  copies  to  the  diplomatic  and  consnlar  agents  of  the  United 
tates  in  Mexico,  who  have  been  pleased  to  undertake  to  protect  French  Interests 
there.  My  government  hopes  that  you  wiU  also  have  the  kindness  to  recommend  to 
them  the  execution  of  these  formalities. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consid- 
eration. 

HENRY  DE  BELLONNET. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fiah, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Translation.] 
Choice  of  nationality  by  natives  of  Alsace-Lorraine  residing  abroad. 

TIME  ALLOWED  FOR  MAKING  THIS  CHOICE. 

Natives  of  the  territory  ceded  to  Germany,  who  do  not  reside  in  said  territory,  are 
divided  into  two  classes' as  regards  the  time  which  will  be  allowed  them  to  choose 
French  nationality. 

Ist.  Those  who  reside  in  continental  France,  or  in  any  European  country. 

2d.  Those  who  do  not  reside  in  Europe. 

The  time  allowed  to  persons  of  the  former  class  will  expire  October  1, 1872. 

The  time  allowed  to  persons  of  the  second  class  will  not  expire  until  October  1, 187.3. 

o 
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PERSONS   ENTITLED  TO  CHOOSE. 

By  natives  are  meant  persons  born  in  the  ceded  territory,  without  distinction  of  age 
or  sex.  If  such  persons  shall  have  made  no  declaration  of  their  choice  within  the  time 
■allowed  them  for  that  purpose,  they  will  be  considered  as  Germans. 

Those  who  were  not  oom  in  the  territory  aforesaid  have  no  declaration  to  make,  and 
4ire  French  citizens  by  right 

MINORS. 

As  to  minors,  it  has  been  agreed  that  their  declaration  of  choice  may  be  validly  made 
with  the  assistance  of  their  legal  representatives,  i.  e.,  the  guardians  of  non-emanci- 
pated minors,  and  the  curators  of  emancipated  minors. 

MARRIED  WOMEN  AND  WIDOWS. 

^  Married  women  bom  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  who  wish  to  have  their  nationality  estab- 
lished beyond  dispute^  must,  with  the  assistance  of  .their  husbands,  make  a  declaration 
■of  their  choice. 

Widows  have  a  still  more  evident  interest  in  declaring  their  choice. 

FORMS  OP  DECLARATION. 

By  the  terms  of  the  article  of  the  additional  agreement  concluded  at  Frankfort, 
December  11, 1871,  choice  of  French  nationalitv  may  be  made  by  persons  residing 
abroad,  by  means  of  a  declaration  before  a  French  diplomatic  or  consular  officer,  or  by 
the  enrollment  of  their  names  at  the  office  of  such  a  functionary. 

Parties  interested  may,  therefore,  make  their  choice  either  by  means  of  a  declaration 
corresponding  to  the  Inclosed  blank  form,  or  by  the  enrollment  or  re-enroUment  of 
their  names  in  the  usual  form. 

If  it  be  preferred  to  make  a  declaration,  three  copies  of  this  document  must  be  pre- 
pared ;  this  will  be  done  on  free  paper,  and  without  any  expense  to  the  party  making 
the  declaration. 

One  copy  will  be  delivered  to  the  party  interested,  another  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
diplomatic  or  consular  functionary  before  whom  the  declaration  shall  have  been  made, 
and  the  third  will  be  transmitted  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  under  the  stamp 
of  the  "contentieux"  of  political  affairs. 

As  to  enrollments  at  tne  offices  of  diplomatic  or  consular  functionaries,  an  extract 
from  the  register  in  proof  thereof  must  likewise  be  sent  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 

[Translation.] 
Treaties  of  May  10  and  December  11,  1871. 

CHOICE  OF  FRENCH  NATIONALITY* 

IVJ""'^'^''  OatheC)  ,1872, 

before  me, 
pa',?i  ^inTd^'  appeared  (») 

at  ion. 
(4)  Pl«:e  of  birth.     jjQpu  g^l  (4^ 

(6)  Date  of  birth,    qq  1\^q  /ft\ 
or  at  lout  •Utement  "  V  / 

of  the  ife   of    the 
party. 

(6)  Add,  in  ca«e  of 
minor*,  when  thi>ir 
declaration  i»  made 
Bcparatttji,  ''Awiat- 
e«i  by  bis  (or  her) 
father  or  guardian." 


(«) 


who,  according  to  article  2  of  the  treaty  of  May  10,  and  article  1  of  the 
additional  agreement  of  December  11,  1871,  has  declared  that  he  makes 
choice  of  French  nationalily,  and  that  he  intends  to  remain  a  French 
citizen. 

(') 


n-  Add,  when  the 
■  declaration   i>  made 

collectively  by  a 
ifather  and  hia  minor 

children,  "Thia  dec- 
laration ia  made  in 
•the  name  of  Mr. , 

both  personally,  and 

as    the  legal    repre- 

nentatire  of  hta  mi> 

nor  children." 
NoTK.— Here   rive 

the     name,     b'rth- 

place,  and    date  of 

itirth   of    each    one 

of  the  children. 

of!heSayoMh"rilr  Siguatufc  of  the  party  making  the  declaration,    («) 

ii  unable  to  write. 


Signature  of  the  mayor.  ^.^^^^^  j,^  GoOgk 
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No.  12. 

[Circular  No.  23.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  1,  1872. 

To  the  United  States  Consul  at . 

Sir:  The  saWolned  regalations  with  reference  to  invoices,  in  addition 
to  those  heretoK)re  in  force,  have  been  established  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  are  promulgated  at  its  request.  The  consular  oflBcers  of 
the  United  States  are  instructed  to  observe  them. 

The  former  of  these  regulations  is  based  upon  the  act  of  3d  March,. 
1801,  (2  Statutes  at  Large,  121,)  and  the  latter  upon  the  act  of  3d  March,. 
1863,  (12  Statutes  at  Large,  737.)  They  should  be  noted  in  the  margin 
of  the  printed  volume  of  Consular  Eegulations,  at  paragraphs  477  and  ^5. 
You  will  report  to  this  Department  the  date  at  which  you  receive 
this  circular,  and  you  will  be  careful  to  communicate  the  regulations^  to 
the  consular  agents  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your  consulate. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


1.  The  invoices  of  all  imported  gooda  subject  to  an  od  valorem  duty,  which  have 
been  acquired  otherwise  than  by  purchase,  must  be  made  out  in  the  currency  of  the 
place  or  country  of  exportation. 

2.  The  invoices  of  all  such  goods,  when  purchased,  must  be  made  out  in  the  currency 
which  was  actually  paid  therefor. 


Xo.  13. 

[Circular  No.  24.J 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  July  15,  1872. 
To  the  United  States  Consul  at . 

Sir  :  A  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  by  the  President  7th 
June,  1872,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  shipping- 
commissioners  by  the  several  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  to 
superintend  the  shipping  and  discharge  of  seamen  engaged  in  merchant 
ships  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for  the  further  protection  of 
seamen,'^  is  subjoined  to  this  circular,  and  your  attention  is  invited  to 
its  provisions,  especially  those  contained  in  sections  fifteen,  thirty-six, 
thirty-eight,  forty-four,  and  forty-six,  and  in  the  note  appended  to 
Table  D. 

The  act  is  appointed  to  take  effect  in  sixty  days  after  its  passage,  that 
is  to  say,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1872. 

This  circular  is  addressed  to  all  consuls-general,  consuls,  and  com- 
mercial agents  of  the  United  States,  although  few,  if  any,  of  its  pro- 
visions will  require  action  on  the  part  of  consular  officers  in  inland 
places. 

You  will  report  to  the  Department  the  date  at  which  you  receive  this 
circular,  and  you  will  be  careful  to  communicate  to  the  consular  agents 
within  your  jurisdiction  such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  dis- 
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charge  any  duty  that  may  become  incumbent  on  them  by  the  passage  of 
this  act. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


[General  nature— No.  114.] 

AN  ACT  to  aathorize  the  appointraent  of  sbipping-comniiBsionerB  by  the  several  circuit  oourta  of  the 
United  States,  to  superintend  the  shipning  and  dischar>EO  of  seamen  engaged  in  merchant  ships 
belonging  to  tne  United  States,  and  for  the  farther  protection  of  seamen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assenihledf  That  the  several  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
circnits  there  is  a  seaport  or  seaports  for  -which  there  is  a  collector  of  customs,  or  in 
which  there  is  a  port  of  entry,  s^aU  appoint  a  commissioner  for  such  seaport  within 
their  respective  circnits  as  in  their  judgment  may  require  the  same,  and  which  shall 
also  he  ports  of  ocean  navigation  ;  such  commissioners  to  he  termed  *^shipping-oom- 
missioners  f*  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  remove  from  office  any  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners whom  it  may  have  reason  to  believe  does  not  properly  perform  his  dnties ;  and 
shall  provide  for  the  proper  performance  of  such  duties  until  another  person  is  duly 
appointed  in  his  place;  shall  regulate  the  mode  of  conducting  business  in  theshipping- 
omoes  to  he  established  by  the  shipping-commissioners  as  hereinafter  provided ;  and 
shall  have  full  and  complete  control  over  the  same,  subject  to  the  provisions  herein 
contained. 

Src.  2.  That  every  shipping-commissioner  so  appointed  shall  enter  into  bonds  to  the 
United  States,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  required  in  his 
office,  for  a* sum,  in  the  discretion  of  the  circuit  judge,  of  not  less  than  five  thousand 
dollars,  with  two  good  and  sufficient  securities  therefor,  to  be  approved  hy  said  judge; 
and  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  nis 
office :  "  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  aud  that  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  a  shipping-commissioner  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  according  to  law.'' 
Said  oath  shall  be  indorsed  on  the  commission  or  certificate  of  appointment,  aud  signed 
by  him,  and  certified  by  the  officer  before  whom  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  have 
been  taken. 

Sec.  3.  That  any  shipping-commissioner  may  engage  a  clerk  or  clerks  to '  assist  him 
in  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  shipping-office,  at  his  own  proper  cost,  and 
may,  in  case  of  necessity,  depute  such  clerk  or  clerks  to  act  for  him  in  his  official  capac- 
ity ;  but  the  shipping-commissioner  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  every  such 
clerk  or  deputy,  and  will  be  personally  liable  for  any  penalties  such  clerk  or  deputy 
mav  incur  by  the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act;  aud  all  acts  done  hy 
a  clerk,  as  such  deputy,  shall  be  as  valid  and  binding  as  if  done  by  the  shipping-com- 
missioner. Each  shipping-commissioner  shall  provide  a  seal,  with  which  he  shall 
authenticate  all  his  official  acts,  on  which  seal  shall  be  engraved  the  arms  of  the 
United  States  and  the  name  of  the  seaport  or  district  for  which  he  is  commissioned. 
Any  instrument,  either  printed  or  written,  pnrporting  to  be  the  official  act  of  a  ship- 
ping-commissioner, and  purporting  to  be  under  the  seal  and  signature  of  such  shipping- 
commissioner,  shall  be  received  as  prima-facie  evidence  of  the  official  character  of  such 
instrument,  and  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  set  forth. 

Sec.  4.  That  every  shipping-commissioner  shall  lease,  rent,  or  procure  at  his  own 
cost,  suitable  premises  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
books  and  other  documents  connected  therewith,  and  which  premises  shall  be  styled 
*^  the  shipping-commissioner's  office."  And  the  general  business  of  a  shipping-commis- 
sioner shall  be,  first,  to  afford  facilities  for  engat^ing  seamen  by  keeping  a  register  of 
their  names  and  charact<ers ;  secondly,  to  superintend  their  engagement  and  discharge, 
in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned ;  thirdly,  to  provide  means  for  securing  the  presence 
on  board  at  the  proper  times  of  men  wlio  are  so  engaged ;  fourthly,  to  facilitate  the 
making  of  apprenticeships  to  the  sea-service;  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  relating 
to  merchaut  seamen  and  merchant  ships  as  are  hereby  or  may  hereafter,  under  the 
powers  herein  coutaiued,  be  committed  to  him. 

Sec.  5.  That  such  fees,  not  exceeding  the  sums  specified  in  the  table  marked  A  in  the 
schedule  hereto  annexed,  shall  be  payable  upon  all  engagements  and  discharges  effected 
before  shipping-commissioners  as  hereinafter  mentioued,  and  such  shipping-commis- 
sioner shall  cause  a  scale  of  the  fees  payable  to  be  prepared,  and  to  be  conspicuously 
placed  iu  the  shipping-office;  and  the  shipptng-commiasloner  may  refuse  to  proceed 
with  any  engagement  or  discharge  unless  the  fees  payable  thereon  are  first  paid. 

Skc.  6.  That  every  owner,  consignee,  agent,  or  master  of  a  ship  engaging  or^l^ 
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<;hargiDg  any  seamen  or  seaman  in  a  shipping-officef  or  before  a  shipping-commissioner^ 
shall  pay  to  the  shippiDg-commissioner  the  whole  of  the  fees  hereby  made  payable  in 
respect  of  such  engagement  or  discharge,  and  may,  for  the  purpose  of  in  part  reim- 
bursing himself,  deduct  in  respect  of  each  such  engagement  or  discharge,  from  the 
wages  of  all  persons  (except  apprentices)  so  engaged  or  discharged,  and  retain  any 
sums  not  exceeding  the  sums  specified  in  thatuehalf  in  the  table  marked  B  in  the 
schedule  hereto  annexed. 

Sec.  7.  That  any  shipping-commissioner,  or  any  clerk  or  employ^  in  any  shipping- 
office,  who  shall  demand  or  receive  any  remuneration  whatever,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  for  hiring  or  supplying  any  seaman  for  any  merchant  ships,  excepting  the 
lawful  fees  payable  under  this  act,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  That  in  the  case  of  any  place  or  port  in  which  no  shipping-commissioner  shall 
havB  been  appointed,  then  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  businesss  ot  a  shipping-oommis- 
8ioner  shall  be  conducted  by  the  collector  or  deputy  collector  of  customs  of  such  place  or 
port ;  and  in  respoctof  such  business  such  custom-house  shall  be  deemed  a  shipping-office, 
and  the  collector  or  deputy  collector  of  customs  to  whom  such  business  shall  be  commit- 
ted, shall  for  all  purposes  be  deemed  a  shipping-commissioner  within  the  meaning  of  this 
act ;  and  any  person  other  than  a  commissioner  under  this  act  who  shall  perform,  or 
attempt  to  perform,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  duties  which  are  by  this  act  set 
forth  as  pertaining  to  a  "shipping-commissioner,''  shall  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
tive  hundred  dollars:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as  to  pre- 
vent the  owner,  or  consignee,  or  master  of  any  ship,  except  such  as  are  described  in 
section  twelve  of  this  act,  from  performing  himseli,  so  far  as  the  said  ships  are  con- 
cerned, the  duties  of  shipping-commissioner  under  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  That  every  shipping-commissioner  appointea  under  this  act  shall,  if  applied 
to  for  the  purpose  of  apprenticing  boys  to  the  sea-service  by  any  masters  or  owners  of 
ships,  or  by  any  person  or  persons  legally  qualified,  give  such  assistance  as  is  in  their 
power  for  facilitating  the  making  of  such  apprenticeships ;  but  the  shipping-commis- 
sioner shall  ascertain  that  the  boy  has  voluntarily  consented  to  be  bound,  afid  that  the 
parents  or  guardian  of  said  boy  have  consented  to  said  apprenticeship,  and  has  attained 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  is  of  sufficient  health  and  strength,  and  that  the  master 
to  whom  the  boy  is  to  be  bound  is  a  proper  person  for  the  purpose:  Provided^  That  said 
apprenticeship  shall  terminate  when  the  apprentice  becomes  eighteen  years  of  age. 
And  the  shipping-commissioner  may  receive  from  the  persons  availing  themselves  of 
such  assistance  the  fees  contained  in  table  "C"  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed.  And 
the  shipping-commissioner  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  indentures  of  apprenticeship 
made  before  him. 

Sec.  10.  That  the  master  of  every  foreign-going  ship  shall,  before  carrying  any 
apprentice  to  sea  from  any  place  in  the  United  States,  cause  such  apprentice  to  appear 
before  the  shipping-commissioner  before  whom  the  crew  is  engaged,  and  shall  produce 
to  him  the  indenture  by  which  such  apprentice  is  bound,  and  the  assignment  or 
assignments  thereof,  (if  any,)  and  the  name  of  said  apprentice,  with  the  date  of  the 
indenture  and  the  assignment  or  assignments  thereof  (if  any)  shall  be  entered  on  the 
agreement;  and  no  such  assignment  shall  be  made  without  the  approval  of  a  commis- 
sioner, the  apprentice,  his  parents,  or  his  guardian.  And  for  any  default  in  obeying 
the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  master  shall,  for  each  offense,*  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  11.  That  if  any  person  shall  demand  or  receive,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  any  seaman  seeking  employment  as  a  seaman,  or  from  any  other  person  seeking 
employment  as  a  seaman,  or  from  any  person  on  his  behalf  any  remuneration  what- 
ever, other  than  the  fees  hereby  authorized,  for  providing  nim  with  employment,  he 
shall,  for  every  such  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  12.  That  the  master  of  every  ship  bound  from  a  port  in  the  United  States  to 
any  foreign  port,  or  of  any  ship  of  the  burden  of  seventy-five  tons  or  upward,  bound 
from  a  port  on  the  Atlantic  to  a  port  on  the  Pacific,  or  vice  versa,  shall,  before  he  pro- 
ceeds on  such  voyage,  make  an  agreement,  in  writing  or  in  print,  with  every  seaman 
whom  he  carries  to  sea  as  one  of  the  crew,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned ;  and 
every  such  agreement  shall  bo  in  the  form,  as  near  as  may  be,  as  hereunto  in  table 
''D,''in  the  schedule  annexed,  and  shall  be  dated  at  the  time  of  the  first  signature 
thereof,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  master  before  any  seaman  signs  the  same,  and  shall 
contain  the  following  particulars,  that  is  to  say :  First,  the  nature  and,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  duration  of  the  intended  voyage  or  engagement,  and  the  port  or  country 
at  which  the  voyage  is  to  terminate;  secondly,  the  number  and  description  of  the 
crew,  specifying  their  respective  employments ;  thirdly,  the  time  at  which  each  sea- 
man is  to  be  on  board  to  begin  work;  fourthly,  the  capacity  in  which  each  seaman  is 
to  serve ;  fifthly,  the  amount  of  wages  each  seaman  is  to  receive;  sixthly,  a  scale  of 
the  provisions  which  are  to  be  furnished  to  each  seaman ;  seventhly,  any  regulations 
as  to  conduct  on  board,  and  as  to  fines,  short  allowance  of  provisions,  or  other  lawful 
pauishments  for  misconduct  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  Congress  as  regulations  proper 
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to  be  adopted,  and  which  the  parties  agree  to  adopt ;  eighthly,  any  stipalations  in 
reference  to  advance  and  allotment  of  wages,  or  other  matters  not  contrary  ta  law  : 
Providedf  That  whenever  the  master  of  any  vessel  shall  engage  his  crew,  or  any  part 
of  the  same,  in  any  customs  district  where  no  shipping-commissioner  shall  have  been 
appointed  under  section  one  of  this  act,  he  may  perform  for  himself  the  daties  of  snch 
commissioner,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  the  proviso  of  section  eighth  of  this 
act :  Provided  further,  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  masters  of  vessels  where 
the  seamen  are  by  custom  or  agreement  entitled  to  participate  in  the  profits  or  result 
of  a  cruise  or  voyage,  nor  to  masters  of  coastwise  nor  to  masters  of  lake-going  vessels 
that  touch  at  foreign  ports;  but  seamen  may,  by  agreement,  serve  on  board  such  ves- 
sels a  definite  time,  or  on  the  return  of  any  vessel  to  a  port  in  the  United  States  may 
reship  and  sail  in  the  same  vessel  on  another  voyage  without  the  payment  of  addi- 
tional fees  to  the  shipping-commissioner  by  either  the  seamen  or  the  master. 

Sec.  13.  That  the  following  rules  shall  be  observed  with  respect  to  agreements  r  First, 
every  agreement  (except  in  such  cases  of  agreements  as  are  hereiuafter  specially  pro- 
vided for)  shall  be  signed  by  each  seaman  in  the  presence  of  a  shipping-commissioner ;. 
secondly,  when  the  crew  is  first  engaged  the  agreement  shall  be  signed  in  duplicate^ 
and  one  part  shall  be  retained  by  the  shipping-commissioner,  and  the  other  part  shall 
contain  a  special  place  or  form  for  the  description  and  signatures  of  persons  eugaged 
subsequently  to  the  first  departure  of  the  ship,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  master ; 
thirdly,  every  agreement  entered  into  before  a  shipping-commissioner  shall  be 
acknowledged  and  certified  under  the  hand  and  official  seal  of  snch  commissioner,  and 
shall  be  indorsed  on  or  annexed  to  such  agreement,  and  snch  certificate  of  acknowl- 
edgement shall  be  in  form  and  manner  following,  to  wit : 

*'  State  of ,  county  of  - 


"On  this  day  of ,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  shipping-commis- 
sioner in  and  for  the  said  county,  A.  B.,  CD.,  and  £.  F.,  severally  known  to  me  to  be  the 
same  persons  who  executed  the  foregoing  instrument,  who  each  for  himself  acknowl- 
edged to  me  that  he  had  read  or  had  heard  read  the  same ;  that  he  was  by  me  made 
acquainted  with  the  conditions  thereof,  and  understood  the  same ;  and  that,  while 
sober  and  not  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  he  signed  it  freely  and  voluntarily,  for  tho 
uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned.'' 

Sec.  14.  That,  first,  if  any  person  shall  be  carried  to  sea  as  one  of  the  crew  on  board 
of  any  ship  making  a  voyage  as  hereinbefore  specified  without  entering  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  master  of  said  ship,  in  the  form  and  manner  and  at  the  place  and  times- 
hereby  in  such  cases  required,  the  ship  shall  be  held  liable,  and  for  each  such  offense 
shall  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars :  Provided  always,  That  the 
ship  shall  not  be  held  liable  for  any  person  carried  to  sea  who  shall  have  secretly 
stowed  away  himself  without  the  knowledge  of  captain,  mate,  or  of  any  of  the  offieers 
of  the  ship,  or  who  shall  have  falsely  personated  himself  to  the  captain,  mate,  or 
officers  of  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of  being  carried  to  sea ;  secondly,  if  any  master, 
mate,  or  other  officer  of  a  ship  knowingly  receives,  or  accepts  to  be  entered  on  board 
of  any  merchant  ship,  any  seaman  who  has  been  engaged  or  supplied  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  ship  on  board  of  which  such  seaman  snail  be  found  shall^ 
for  every  such  seaman,  be  liable  to  and  incur  a  penalty  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  twa 
hundred  dollars :  Provided  further,  That  in  case  of  desertion,  or  of  casualty  resulting 
ki  the  loss  of  one  or  more  seamen,  the  master  may  ship  a  number  equal  to  the  number 
of  whose  services  he  has  been  deprived  by  desertion  or  casualty,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  United  States  consul  at  the  first  port  at  which  be  shall  arrive,  without  incurring; 
such  penalty. 

Sec.  15.  That  every  master  of  a  merchant  ship  of  the  United  States  who  engages 
any  seaman  at  a  place  out  of  the  United  States,  in  which  there  is  a  consular  officer  or 
commercial  agent,  shall,  before  carrying  such  seamau  to  sea,  procure  the  sanction  of 
such  officer,  and  shall  engage  seamen  before  such  officer ;  and  the  same  rules  as  are 
hereinbefore  contained  with  respect  to  the  engagement  of  seamen  before  a  shipping- 
commissioner  in  the  United  States  shall  apply  to  such  engagements  made  before  con- 
sular officer  or  commercial  agent;  and  upon  every  such  engagement  the  consular 
officer  or  commercial  agent  shall  indorse  upon  the  agreement  his  sanction  thereof,  and 
an  attestation  to  the  enect  that  the  same  has  been  signed  in  his  presence,  and  other- 
wise made  as  hereby  required ;  and  every  master  who  engages  any  seaman  in  any  place 
in  which  there  is  a  consular  officer  or  commercial  agent  otherwise  than  as  hereinbefore 
required,  shall  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  for  which  penalty 
the  ship  shall  be  held  liable ;  and  all  such  agreements  so  made  shall  be  void,  and  the 
seaman  so  engaged  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  the  highest  rate  of  wages  of  the  port 
from  which  the  seaman  was  shipped. 

Sec.  16.  That  all  stipulations  for  the  allotment  of  any  part  of  the  wages  of  a  sea- 
man during  his  absence  which  are  made  at  the  commencemeut  of  the  voyage  shall  be 
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inserted  In  the  agreement,  and  shall  state  the  amounts  and  times  of  the  payments  to 
be  made,  and  the  persons  to  wtiom  such  payments  are  to  be  made. 

Sec.  17.  That  no  advance  of  wages  shall  be  made  or  advance  security  given  to  any 
person  but  to  the  seaman  himself,  or  to  his  wife  or  mother ;  and  no  advance  of  wages 
shall  be  ma^le,  or  advance  security  given,  unless  the  agreement  contains  a  stipuhition 
for  the  same,  and  an  accurate  statement  of  the  amount  thereof;  and  no  advance  wages 
or  advance  security  shall  be  given  to  any  seaman  except  in  the  presence  of  the  ship- 
ping-conmiiAsioner. 

Skc.  Irt.  That  if  any  advance  of  wages  is  made  or  advance  security  given  to  any 
seaman  in  any  such  manner  as  to  constitute  a  breach  of  any  of  the  above  provisions, 
the  wage*  of  such  seaman  shall  be  recoverable  by  him  as  if  no  such  advance  had  beeu 
ma<le  or  promised;  and  in  the  case  of  any  advance  security  so  given,  no  person  shall  be 
sued  thereon  unless  he  was  a  party  to  such  breach. 

Sec.  19.  That  whenever  any  advance  security  is  discounted  for  any  seaman,  such 
seaman  shall  sign  or  set  his  mark  to  a  receipt  indorsed  on  the  security,  stating  the  sum 
actually  paid  or  accounted  for  to  him  by  the  person  discounting  the  same  ;  and  if  the 
seaman  sails  in  the  ship  from  the  port  of  departure  mentioned  in  the  security,  and  is 
then  duly  earning  his  wages,  or  is  previously  discharged  with  the  consent  of  the  master, 
but  not  otherwise,  the  person  discounting  the  security  may,  ten  days  after  the  final 
departure  of  the  ship  from  the  said  port  of  departure  mentioned  in  the  security,  sue 
for  and  recover  the  amount  promised  by  the  security,  with  cost«,  either  from  the 
owner  or  from  any  agent  who  has  drawn  or  authorized  the  drawing  of  the  security,  in 
any  justice*s  or  other  competent  court ;  and  in  any  such  proceeding  it  shall  be  sufficient 
for  such  person  to  prove  the  security  was  given  by  the  owner  or  master,  or  some  other 
authorized  ageut,  and  that  the  same  was  discounted  to  and  receipted  by  the  seamao, 
and  the  seaman  shall  be  presumed  to  have  sailed  in  the  ship  from  such  port^as  afore- 
said, and  to  be  duly  earning  his  wages,  unless  the  contrary  is  proved. 

Skc.  20.  That  the  master  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  every  voyage  or  engage- 
ment, cause  a  legible  copy  of  the  agreement  (omitting  signatures)  to  l>e  placed  or 
posted  up  in  such  part  of  the  ship  as  to  be  accessible  to  U\e  crew;  and  on  default  shall, 
tor  each  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  21.  That  any  seaman  who  has  signed  an  agreement  and  is  afterward  discharged 
before  the  commencement  of  the  voyage  or  before  one  month's  wages  are  earned,  with- 
out fault  on  liis  part  justifying  such  discharge,  and  without  his  consent,  shall  be  ep- 
titled  to  receive  from  the  master  or  owner,  in  addition  to  any  wa^es  he  may  have 
earned,  a  sum  equal  in  amount  to  one  month's  wages  as  compensation,  and  may,  on 
adducing  such  evidence  iis  the  court  hearing  the  case  deems  satisfactory  of  having 
beeu  so  improperly  discharged  as  aforesaid,  recover  such  compensation  as  if  it  were 
wages  duly  earned. 

Sec.  2*2.  That  all  seamen  discharged  in  the  United  States  from  merchant  ships  en- 
gaged in  voyages  as  described  in  section  twelve  of  this  act  shall  be  discharged  and 
re>ceive  their  wages  in  the  presence  of  a  duly  authorized  shipping-commissioner  under 
this  act,  except  in  cases  where  some  competent  court  otherwise  cnrects  ;  and  any  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  any  such  ship  who  discharges  any  such  seaman  belonging  thereto,  or, 
except  as  aforesaid,  pays  his  wages  within  the  United  States  in  any  other  manner, 
shall  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Skc.  23.  That  every  master  shall,  not  less  than  forty-eight  hours  before  paying  off  or 
discharging  any  seaman,  deliver  to  him,  or,  if  he  is  to  be  discharged  before  a  shipping- 
commissioner,  to  such  shipping-commissioner, a  full  and  true  account  of  his  wages,  and 
all  deductions  to  be  made  therefrom  on  any  account  whatsoever;  and  in  default  shall, 
for  each  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars ;  and  no  deduction  from 
the  wages  of  any  seaman  (except  in  respect  of  any  matter  happening  after  such  deliv- 
ery) shall  be  allowed,  unless  it  is  included  in  the  account  delivered  ;  and  the  master 
shall,  during  the  voyage,  enter  the  various  matters  in  respect  to  which  such  deductions 
are  made,  with  the  amounts  of  the  respective  deductions  as  they  occur,  in  a  book  to 
be  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  be  called  the  "  official  log-book,"  as  hereinafter  provided, 
and  shall,  if  required,  produce  such  book  at  the  time  of  the  payment  of  wages,  and 
also,  upon  the  hearing,  before  any  competent  authority,  of  any  complaint  or  question 
relating  to  such  payment. 

Sec.  24.  That  upon  the  discharge  of  any  seaman,  or  upon  payment  of  his  wages,  the 
master  shall  Hign  and  give  him  a  certificate  of  discharge,  specifying  the  period  of  his 
service  and  the  time  and  place  of  his  discharge,  in  the  form  hereto  annexed,  marked 
£;  and  if  any  master  fails  to  sign  and  j^ive  to  any  such  seaman  such  certificate  and 
discharge,  he  shall,  for  each  such  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars : 
Procidfdf  That  the  proviso  annexed  to  section  twelve,  which  applies  to  masters  of  ves- 
sels engaging  seamen  under  that  proviso,  shall  also  apply  to  such  masters  of  vessels  in 
the  discharge  of  seamen. 

Sec.  25.  That  every  Hhippin^-commissioner  shall  hear  and  decide  any  question  what- 
soever between  a  master,  consignee,  agent,  or  owner,  and  any  of  his  crew,  which  both 
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parties  agree  in  writing  to  submit  to  him  ;  and  every  award  so  made  by  bim  shall  be 
binding  on  both  parties,  and  shall,  in  any  legal  proceedings  which  may  be  taken  in  the 
matter,  before  any  conrtof  justice,  be  deenied  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  rights  of  parties, 
and  any  document  purporting  to  be  under  the  hand  and  official  seal  of  t^  commissioner, 
such  submission  or  award  shall  be  prima-facie  evidence  thereof. 

Skc.  26.  That  in  any  proceeding  relating  to  the  wages,  claims,  or  discharge  of  any 
seaman,  carried  on  before  any  shipping-commissioner,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
such  shipping-commissioner  may  call  upon  the  owner,  or  his  agent,  or  upon  the  master, 
or  any  mate,  or  any  other  member  of  the  crew,  to  produce  any  log-books,  papers,  or 
other  documents  in  their  respective  possession  or  power,  relating  to  any  matter  in 
question  in  such  proceedings,  and  may  call  before  him  and  examine  any  of  sucb  per- 
sons, being  then  at  or  near  the  place,  on  any  Such  matter;  and  every  owner,  agent, 
master,  mate,  or  other  member  of  the  crew,  who,  when  called  upon  by  the  shipping- 
commissioner,  does  not  produce  any  such  books,  papers,  or  documents  as  aforesaid,  if 
in  his  possession  or  power,  or  does  not  appear  and  give  evidence,  shall,  unless  he  shows 
some  reasonable  cause  for  such  a  default,  for  each  ott'ense  incur  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  dollars,  and,  on  application  being  made  by  the  shipping-commissioner, 
shall  be  further  punished,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  a's  in  other  cases  of  contempt 
of  the  process  of  the  court. 

Sec.  "27.  That  the  following  rules  shall  be  observed  with  respect  to  the  settlement  of 
wages,  that  is  to  say:  First,  upon  the  completion,  before  a  shipping-commissioner,  of 
any  discharge  and  settlement,  the  master  or  owner  and  each  seaman,  respectively,  in 
the  presence,  of  the  shipping-commissioner,  shall  sign  a  mutual  release  of  all  claims  for 
wages  in  respect  of  the  past  voyage  or  engagement,  and  the  shipping-commissioner 
shall  also  sign  and  attest  it,  and  shall  retain  it  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  : 
Frovidt^  That  both  the  master  and  seamen  assent  to  such  settlement,  or  the  settlement 
has  been  adjusted  by  the  shipping-commissioner;  secondly,  such  release  so  signed  and 
attested  shall  operate  as  a  mutual  discharge  and  settlement  of  all  demands  for  wages 
between  the  parties  thereto,  on  account  of  wages,  in  respect  of  the  past  voyage  or  en- 
gagement ;  thirdly,  a  copy  of  such  release,  certitied  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  sucb 
shipping-conmdssioner  to  be  a  true  copy,  shall  be  given  by  him  to  any  party  thereto 
requiriujj  the  same,  and  such  copy  shall  be  receivable  in  evidence  upon  any  future 
question  touching  such  claims  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  have  all  the  effect  of  the  original 
of  which  it  purports  to  be  a  copy  ;  fourthly,  in  cases  in  which  discharge  and  settlement 
before  a  shipping-conmussiouer  are  hereby  required,  no  pavment,  receipt,  settlement, 
or  discharge  otherwise  made,  shall  operate  as  evidence  ol  the  release  or  satisfaction  of 
any  claim  ;  fifthly,  upon  payment  being  made  by  a  master  before  a  shipping-commis- 
fiioner,  the  shippinc-commissioner  shall,  if  required,  sign  and  give  to  such  master  a 
statement  of  the  wTiole  amount  so  paid,  and  such  statement  shall,  between  the  master 
and  his  employer,  be  received  as  evidence  that  he  has  made  the  payments  therein 
mentioned. 

Sec.  28.  That  upon  every  discharge  effected  before  a  shipping-commissioner  the 
master  shall  make  and  sign,  in  a  form  marked  E,  in  schedule  thereto  annexed,  a  report 
of  the  conduct,  character,  and  qualifications  of  the  persons  discharged,  or  may  state 
on  said  form  that  he  declines  to  give  any  opinion  upon  such  particulars,  or  u^ion  any 
of  them ;  and  the  commissioner  shall  keep  a  register  of  the  same,  and  shall,  it  desired 
so  to  do  by  any  seaman,  give  to  him  or  indorse  on  his  certificate  of  discharge  a  copy  of 
so  much  of  such  report  as  concerns  him. 

Sec.  29.  That  every  seaman,  being  a  foreigner,  who  declares  his  intention  of  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  any  competent  court,  and  shall  have  served  three 
years  on  board  of  a  merchant  ship  or  ships  of  the  United  States  subsequent  to  the  date 
of  such  declaration,  may,  on  hid  application  to  any  competent  court,  and  the  produc- 
tion of  his  certificate  of  discharge  and  good  conduct  during  that  time,  together  with 
the  certificate  of  his  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  be  admitted  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  every  seaman,  being  a  foreigner,  shall,  after  his  declaration 
of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  served  said  three 
years,  be  deemed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  manning  and  serv- 
ing on  board  any  merchant  ship  of  the  United  St^ites,  anything  to  the  contrary  in  any 
previous  act  of  Congress  notwithstanding;  but  such  seaman  shall,  for  all  purposes  of 
protection  as  an  American  citizen,  be  deemed  such,  after  the  filing  of  his  declaration 
of  intention  to  become  such  citizen. 

Sec.  30.  That  a  seaman's  right  to  wages  and  provisions  shall  l>e  taken  to  commence 
either  at  the  time  at  which  he  commences  work,  or  at  the  time  specified  in  the  agree- 
ment for  his  commencement  of  work  or  presence  on  board,  whichever  first  happens. 

Sec.  31.  That  no  seaman  shall  by  any  agreement  other  than  is  provided  by  this  act 
forfeit  his  lieu  upon  the  ship,  or  be  deprived  of  any  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his 
wages  to  which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  entitled;  aud  every  stipulation  in  any 
agreemeut  inconsistent  with  any  provision  of  this  act,  and  every  stipulation  by  which 
any  seaman  «on6eiits  to  abandon  his  right  to  his  wages  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  the 
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ship,  or  to  abandon  any  right  which  he  may  have  or  obtain  in  the  natnre  of  salvage, 
shall  be  wholly  inoperative. 

Skc.  32.  That  no  right  to  wages  shall  be  dependent  on  the  earning  of  freight  by  the 
ship,  and  everj'  seaman  and  apprentice  who  would  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
any  wages  if  the  ship  on  which  he  has  served  had  earned  freight  shall,  subject  to  all 
other  rules  of  law  and  conditions  applicable  to  the  case,  be  entitled  to  claim  and 
recover  the  same  of  the  master  or  owner  in  personam,  notwithstanding  that  freight 
has  not  been  earned;  but  in  all  cases  of  wreck  or  loss  of  ship,  proof  that  he  has  not 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  save  the  ship,  cargo,  and  stores  shall  bar  his  claim. 

Sec.  iJ3.  That  in  bases  where  the  service  of  any  seaman  terminates  before  the  period 
cont<»niplated  in  the  agreement,  by  reason  of  the  wreck  or  loss  of  the  ship,  such  sea- 
man shall  be  entitled  to  wage«  for  the  time  of  service  prior  to  such  termination,  but 
not  for  any  further  period. 

Sec.  34.*  That  no  seaman  or  apprentice  shall  be  entitled  to  wages  for  any  period 
during  which  he  unlawfully  refuses  or  neglects  to  work  when  required,  after  the  time 
fixed  by  the  agreement  for  his  beginning  work,  nor,  unless  the  court  hearing  the  case 
otherwise  directs,  for  any  period  during  which  he  is  lawfully  imprisoned  for  any  offense 
committed  by  him. 

Sec.  35.  That  the  master  or  owner  of  any  ship  making  voyages  as  hereinbefore 
described  in  section  twelve  of  this  act,  except  foreign-going  ships,  shall  pay  to  every 
seaman  his  wages  within  two  days  after  the  termination  of  the  agreement,  or  at  the 
time  such  seaman  is  discharged,  whichever  first  happens;  and  in  the  case  of  foreign- 
going  ships,  within  three  days  after  the  cargo  has  been  delivered,  or  wifchin  five  days 
after  the  seaman's  discharge,  whichever  first  happens ;  and  in  all  cases  the  seaman 
shall,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  be  entitled  to  be  paid,  on  account,  &  sum  equal  to 
one-fourth  part  of  the  balance  due  to  him ;  and  every  master  or  owner  who  neglects 
or  refuses  to  make  payment  in  manner  aforesaid  without  sufiQcient  cause,  shall  pay  to 
the  seaman  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  two  days'  pay  for  each  of  the  days, 
not  exceeding  ten  days,  during  which  payment  is  delayed  beyond  the  respective  periods 
aforesaid  ;  and  such  sum  shall  be  recoverable  as  wages  in  any  claim  made  before  the 
court :  Froridedj  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  masters  or  owners  of  any 
vessel  where  the  seaman  is  entitled  to  share  in  the  profits  of  the  cruise  or  voyage. 

Skc.  36.  That  any  three  or  more  of  the  crew  of  any  merchant  ship  of  the  United 
States,  as  described  in  section  twelve  of  this  act,  may  complain  to  any  officer  in  com- 
mand of  any  of  the  ships  of  the  United  States  Navy,  or  any  American  consular  officer, 
or  any  shipping-commissioner,  or  any  chief  officer  of  the  customs,  that  the  provisions 
or  water  for  the  use  of  the  crew  are  at  any  time  of  bad  quality,  unfit  for  use,  or  defi- 
cient in  quantity ;  such  officer  shall  thereupon  examine  the  said  provisions  or  water, 
or  cause  them  to  be  examined ;  and  if  on  examination  such  provisions  or  water  are 
found  to  be  of  bad  quality  and  unfit  for  use,  or  be  deficient  in  quantity,  the  person 
making  such  examination  shall  signify  the  same  in  writing  to  the  master  of  the  ship ; 
and  if  Buch  master  does  not  thereupon  provide  other  proper  provisions  or  water,  where 
the  same  can  be  bad,  in  lieu  of  any  so  signified  to  be  of  a  bad  quality  and  unfit  for 
use,  or  does  not  procure  the  requisite  quantity  of  any  so  signified  to  be  insufficient  in 
quantity,  or  uses  any  provisions  or  water  which  have  been  so  signified  as  aforesaid  to 
be  of  bad  quality  and  unfit  for  use,  he  shall,  in  every  such  case,  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  and  upon  every  such  examination  as  aforesaid  the 
officers  making  or  directing  the  same  shall  enter  a  statement  of  the  result  of  the 
examination  in  the  log-book,  and  shall  send  a  report  thereof  to  the  district  judge  of 
the  port  at  which  such  vessel  is  bound,  and  such  report  shall  be  received  in  evidence 
in  any  legal  proceedings. 

Sec.  37.  That  if  the  officer  to  whom  any  such  complaint  as  last  aforesaid  is  made 
certifies  in  such  statement  as  aforesaid  that  there  was  no  reasonable  ground  for  such 
complaint,  each  of  the  parties  so  complaining  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  to  the  master  or 
owner,  out  of  his  wages,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  week's  wages. 

Sec.  '^8.  That  if  any  seamen,  as  aforesaid,  while  on  board  any  ship,  shall  state  to 
the  master  that  they  desire  to  make  complaint,  as  aforesaid,  to  any  consular  officer, 
or  naval  officer  of  any  ship  of  the  United  States,  or  any  shipping-commissioner, 
against  the  master,  the  said  master  shall,  if  the  ship  is  then  at  a  place  where  there  is 
any  such  officer  as  aforesaid,  so  soon  as  the  service  of  the  ship  will  permit,  and  if  the 
ship  is  not  then  at  such  a  place,  so  soon  after  her  first  arrival  at  such  place  as  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ship  will  permit,  allow  such  seamen,  ogr  any  of  them,  to  go  ashore,  or  send 
him  or  them  ashore,  in  proper  custody,  so  that  he  or  they  may  be  enabled  to  make 
such  complaint ;  and  shall  in  default  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Skc.  39.  That  in  the  following  cases,  that  is  to  say,  first,  if,  during  a  voyage,  the 
allowance  of  any  of  the  provisions  which  any  seaman  has,  by  his  agreement,  stipu- 
lated for  is  reduce<l,  (except  in  accordance  with  any  regulations  for  reduction  by  way  of 
punishment,  contained  in  the  agreement,  and  also  for  any  time  during  which  such 
seaman  willfully,  and  without  sufficient  cause,  refuses  or  neglecta  to  perfbrm  his  duty, 


20  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

or  is  lawfully  UDder  confinement  for  miHconduct,  either  on  board  or  on  shore;)  8econdl3% 
if  it  is  shown  that  any  of  snch  provisions  are,  or  have  been  during  the  voyage,  bad  in 
quality,  and  unfit  for  use,  the  seaman  shall  receive  by  way  of  compensation  for  such 
reduction  or  bad  quality,  according  to  the  time  of  its  continuance,  the  following  sums, 
to  be  paid  to  him  in  addition  to,  and  to  be  recoverable  as,  wages,  that  is  to  say  :  First, 
if  his  allowance  is  reduced  by  any  quantity  not  exceeding  one-third  of  the  quantity 
specified  in  the  agreement,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  a  day  ;  secondly,  if  his  allow- 
ance is  reduced  by  more  than  one-third  of  snch  quantity,  a  sum  not  exceeding  oue  dol- 
lar a  day ;  thirdly,  in  respect  of  such  bad  quality,  as  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
dollar  a  day.  But  if  it  is  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before  which  the  case 
is  tried  that  any  provisions,  the  allowance  of  which  has  been  reduced,  could  not  be 
procured  or  supplied  in  sufficient  quantities,  or  were  unavoidably  injured  or  lost,  and 
that  proper  and  equivalent  substitutes  were  supplied  in  lieu  thereof  in  a  reasonable 
time,  the  court  shall  take  such  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  shall  modify  or 
refuse  compensation,  as  the  justice  of  the  case  may  require. 

Sec.  40.  That  every  ship  belon|;ing  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as 
described  in  section  twelve  of  this  act,  shall  be  provided  with  a  chest  of  medicines ; 
and  every  sailing-ship  bound  on  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  Ocean,  or 
around  Cape  Horn,  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  engaged  in  the  whale  or  other  fisher- 
ies, or  in  sealing,  shall  also  be  provided  with,  and  cause  to  be  kept,  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  lime  or  lemon  juice,  and  also  sugar  and  vinegar,  or  other  anti-scorbutics,  as  Congress 
may  sanction,  to  be  served  out  to  every  seaman  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  the  master 
of  every  su«h  ship,  as  last  aforesaid,  shall  serve  the  lime  or  lemon  juice,  and  sugar  and 
vinegar,  to  the  crew,  within  ten  days  after  salt  provisions  mainly  have  been  served 
out  to  the  crew,  and  so  long  afterward  as  such  consumption  of  salt  provisions  contin- 
ues, the  lime  or  lemon  juice  and  sugar  daily  at  the  rate  of  half  an  ounce  each  per  day, 
and  the  vinegar  weekly  at  the  rate  of  half  a  pint  per  week  for  each  member  of  the 
crew. 

Skc.41.  That  if  on  any  such  ship  as  aforesaid  snch  medicines,  medical  stores,  lime  or 
lemon  juice,  or  other  articles,  sugar^  and  vinegar,  as  are  hereinbefore  required,  are  not 
provided  and  kept  on  board,  as  hereinbefore  required,  the  master  or  owner  shall  incur  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars;  and  if  the  master  of  any  such  ship  as 
aforesaid  neglects  to  serve  out  the  lime  or  lemon  juice,  and  sugar  and  vinegar,  in  the  case 
and  manner  hereinbefore  directed,  he  shall  for  each  such  offense  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  any  master  is  convicted  in  either  of  the  last- 
mentioned  penalties,  and  it  appears  that  the  offense  is  owing  to  the  act  or  default  of 
the  owner,  such  master  may  recover  the  amount  of  such  penalty,  and  the  costs  incurred 
by  him,  from  the  owner. 

Sec.  42.  That  every  master  shall  keep  on  board  proper  weight*  and  measures  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  the  quantities  of  the  several  provisions  aud  articles  served  out, 
and  shall  allow  the  same  to  be  used  at  the  time  of  serving  out  such  provisions  and 
articles,  in  the  presence  of  a  witness,  whenever  any  dispute  arises  about  such  quanti- 
ties, and  in  default  shall,  for  every  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 
And  every  vessel  bound  on  any  foreign  port  shall  also  be  provided  with  at  letist  one 
suit  of  woolen  clothing  for  each  seaman  for  use  during  the  winter  months,  and  every 
such  vessel  shall  be  provided  with  fuel  and  a  safe  and  suitable  room  in  which  afire  can 
be  kept  for  tlie  use  of  seamen. 

Sec.  43.  That  whenever  any  seaman  or  apprentice  belonging  to  or  sent  home  on  any 
merchant  ship,  whether  a  foreign-going  ship  or  home-trade  ship,  employed  on  a  voyage 
which  is  to  terminate  in  the  United  States,  dies  during  such  voyage,  the  master  shall 
take  charge  of  all  moneys,  clothes,  and  effects  which  ne  leaves  on  board,  and  shall,  if 
he  thinks  fit,  cause  all  or  any  of  the  said  clothes  and  effects  to  be  sold  by  auction  at 
the  mast  or  other  public  auction,  and  shall  thereupon  sign  an  entry  in  the  official  log- 
book, containing  the  following  particulars,  that  is  to  say:  First,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  money  so  left  by  the  deceased ;  secondly,  in  case  of  a  sale,  a  description  of 
each  article  sold,  and  the  sum  received  for  each ;  thirdly,  a  statement  of  the  sum  due 
to  deceased  a«  wages,  and  the  total  amount  of  deductions,  if  any,  to  be  made  there- 
from ;  and  shall  cause  such  entry  to  be  attested  by  the  mate  and  one  of  the  crew. 

Sue.  44.  That  in  cases  provided  for  by  the  last  preceding  section,  the  following  rules 
shall  be  observed :  First,  if  the  ship  proceeds  at  once  to  any  port  in  the  United  States, 
the  master  shall,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  his  arrival,  deliver  any  such  effects  as 
aforesaid  ren)aiuing  unsold,  and  pay  any  money  which  he  has  taken  charge  of,  or 
received  from  such  sale  as  aforesaid,  and  also  the  balance  of  wages  due  to  the  deceased, 
to  the  shipping-commissioner  at  the  port  of  destination  in  the  United  States ;  secondly, 
if  the  ship  touches  and  remains  at  some  foreign  port  before  coming  to  any  port  in  the 
United  States,  the  master  shall  report  the  case  to  the  United  States  consular  officer 
there,  and  shall  give  to  such  officer  any  information  he  requires  as  to  the  destination 
of  the  ship  and  probable  length  of  the  Voyage;  and  such  officer  may,  if  he  ccmsiders  it 
expedient  so  to  do,  require  the  said  effects,  money,  and  wages  to  be  delivered  and  paid 
to  him,  and  shall,  upon  such  delivery  and  payment,  give  to  the  master  a  receipt ;  aud 
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the  master  shall,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  his  arrival  at  his  port  of  destination  in 
the  United  States,  produce  the  same  to  the  shippiug-commissioner  there ;  and  such 
consular  officer  shall  in  such  case  indorse  and  certify  upon  the  agreement  with  the 
crew  the  particulars  with  respect  to  such  delivery  and  payment;  thirdly,  if  such  officpr 
as  aforesaid  does  not  require  such  payment  and  delivery  to  be  made  to  him,  the  master 
shall  take  charge  of  the  said  effects,  money,  and  wages,  and  shall,  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  his  arrival  at  his  port  of  destination  in  the  United  States,  deliver  and  pay 
the  same  to  the  shipping-commissioner  there ;  fourthly,  the  master  shall  in  all  cases  in 
which  any  seaman  or  apprentice  dies  during  the  progress  of  the  voyage  or  engagement, 
give  to  such  officer  or  snipping-commissioner  as  aforesaid  an  account,  in  such  form  as 
they  may  respectively  require,  of  the  effects,  money,  and  wages  so  to  be  delivered  and 
paid,  and  no  deductions  claimed  in  such  account  shall  be  allowed  unless  verified,  if 
there  is  any  official  log-book,  by  such  entry  therein  as  hereinbefore  required ;  and  also 
by  such  other  vouchers  (if  any)  as  may  be  reasonably  required  by  the  officer  or  ship- 
ping-commissioner to  whom  the  account  is  rendered;  fifthly,  upon  due  compliance 
with  such  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  as  relate  to  acts  to  be  done  at  the  port  of 
destination  in  the  United  States,  the  shipping-commissioner  shall  grant  to  the  master 
a  certificate  to  that  effect,' and  no  officer  of  customs  shall  clear  in  ward  any  foreign-going 
ship  without  the  production  of  such  certificate. 

Sec.  45.  That  if  any  master  fails  to  take  such  charge  of  the  money  or  other  effects  of 
a  seaman  or  apprentice  during  a  voyage,  or  to  make  snch  entries  in  respect  thereof,  or 
Ui  procure  such  attestation  to  such  entries,  or  to  make  such  payment  or  delivery  of 
any  money,  wages,  or  effects  of  any  seaman  or  apprentice  dying  during  a  voyage,  or 
to  give  snch  account  in  respect  thereof  as  hereinbefore  respectively  directed,  he  shall 
be  accountable  for  the  money,  wages,  and  effects  of  the  seaman  or  apprentice  to  the 
judicial  circui  t  court  in  whosejurisdiction  such  port  of  destination  issituate,  and  shall  pay 
and  deliver  the  same  accordingly  ;  and  such  master  shall,  in  addition,  for  every  sucn 
offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  treble  the  value  of  the  money  or  effects,  or,  if 
such  value  is  not  ascertained,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars;  and  if  any  such 
money,  wages,  or  effects  are  not  duly  paid,  delivered,  and  accounted  for  by  the  master, 
the  owner  of  the  ship  shall  pay,  deliver,  and  account  for  the  same,  and  such  money 
and  wages  and  the  value  of  snch  effects  shall  be  recoverable  from  him  accordingly  ; 
and  if  he  fails  to  account  for  and  pay  the  same,  he  shall,  in  addition  to  his  liability  for 
the  said  money  and  value,  incur  the  same  penalty  which  is  hereinbefore  mentioned  as 
incurred  by  the  master  for  a  like  offense;  audall  money,  wages,  and  effects  of  any  sea- 
man or  apprentice  dying  during  a  voyage  shall  be  recoverable  in  the  same  courts  and 
by  the  same  modes  of  proceeding  by  which  seamen  are  enabled  to  recover  wages  due  to 
them. 

Skc.  46.  That  if  any  such  seaman  or  apprentice  as  last  aforesaid  dies  at  any  place  out 
of  the  United  States,  leaving  any  money  or  effects  not  on  board  of  his  ship,  the  United 
States  consul  or  commercial  agent  at  or  nearest  the  place  shall  claim  and  take  charge 
of  such  money  and  effects;  and  such  officer  shall,  if  he  thinks  fit,  sell  all  or  any  of  such 
effects,  or  any  effects  of  any  deceased  seaman  or  apprentice  delivered  to  him  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  quarterly  remit  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of 
the  port  from  which  such  ship  sailed  or  the  port  where  the  voyage  terminates,  all 
moneys  belonging  to  or  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  effects  or  paid  as  the  wages  of  any 
deceased  seamen  or  apprentices  which  have  come  to  his  hands  under  the  provisions 
hereinbefore  contained,  and  shall  render  such  accounts  thereof  as  the  district  judge 
requires. 

SfrX3.  47.  That  whenever  any  seaman  or  apprentice  dies  in  the  United  States,  and 
is  at  the  time  of  his  death  entitled  to  claim  from  the  mast-er  or  owner  of  any  ship  in 
which  he  has  served  any  unpaid  wages  or  effects,  such  master  or  owner  shall  pay  and 
deliver,  or  account  for  the  same,  to  the  shipping-commissioner  at  the  port  where  the 
Beaman  or  apprentice  was  discharged,  or  was  to  nave  been  discharged. 

Sec.  48.  That  every  shipping-commissioner  in  the  United  States  shall,  within  one 
week  from  the  date  of  receiving  any  such  money,  wages,  or  effects  of  any  deceased 
beaman  or  apprentice,  pay,  remit,  or  deliver  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  circuit  in  which 
he  resides,  the  said  money,  wages,  <»r  effects,  subject  to  such  deductions  as  may  be  al- 
lowed by  the  circuit  court  for  expenses  incurred  in  respect  to  said  money  and  effects  ; 
and  should  any  commissioner  fail  to  pay,  remit,  and  deliver  to  the  circuit  court  within 
the  time  hereinbefore  mentioned,  he  shall  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  treble  the 
amount  of  the  value  of  such  money  and  effects. 

Sec.  49.  That  if  the  money  and  effects  of  any  seaman  or  apprentice  paid,  remitted, 
or  delivered  to  the  circuit  court,  including  the  moneys  rcci^ived  for  any  part  of  saicl 
effects  which  have  been  sold,  either  before  delivery  to  the  circuit  court,  or  by  its  di- 
rections, do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  then,  subject  to  the 
provisions  hereinaft-er  contained,  and  to  all  such  deductions  for  expenses  incurred  in 
respect  to  the  seaman  or  apprentice,  or  of  his  said  money  and  effects,  as  the  said  court 
thinks  fit  to  allow,  the  said  court  may,  if  it  thinks  fit  so  to  do,  pay  and  deliver  the  said 
money  and  effects  either  to  any  claimants  who  can  prove  themselves  to  the  satisfaction 
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of  the  court  either  to  be  his  widow  or  children,  or  to  be  entitled  to  the  effects  of  the 
deceased  under  his  will  (if  any)  or  under  the  statute  for  the  distribution  of  the  eftects 
of  intestates  or  under  any  otlier  statute  or  at  common  law,  or  to  be  entitled  to  procure 
probate,  or  take  out  letters  of  administration  or  confinnation,  although  no  probate  or  let- 
ters of  administration  or  confirmation  have  been  taken  out,  and  shall  be  theroby  discharged 
from  all  further  liability  in  respect  of  the  money  and  effects  so  paid  and  delivered,  or 
may,  if  he  thinks  fit  so  to  do,  require  probate,  or  letters  of  administration  or  confirma- 
tion, to  be  taken  out,  and  thereupon  pay  and  deliver  the  said  money  and  effects  to  the 
legal  personal  representatives  of  the  deceased ;  and  if  such  money  and  effects  exceed 
in  value  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  then,  subject  to  deduction  for  expenses,  the 
court  shall  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  legal  personal  representatives  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Skc.  50.  That  in  cases  of  wages  or  effects  of  deceased  seamen  or  apprentices  received 
by  the  circuit  courts,  to  which  no  claim  is  substantiated  within  six  years  after  the  re- 
ceipt thereof  by  any  of  the  said  courts,  it  shall  be  in  the  absolute  discretion  of  any  of 
such  courts,  if  any  subsequent  claim  is  made,  either  to  allow  or  refuse  the  same  ;  and 
each  of  the  respective  courts  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pay  any  moneys  arising  from  the 
unclaimed  wages  and  effects  of  deceased  seamen,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  court, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  retain  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  claims,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  which  moneys  shall  form  a  fund  for^  and  be  appropriated  to,  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled  and  destitute  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  merchant 
marine  service. 

DISCIPLINE  OF  SEAMEN. 

Skc.  51.  That  whenever  any  seaman  who  has  been  lawfully  engaged,  or  any  appren- 
tice to  the  sea-service,  commits  any  of  the  following  offenses,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be 
punished  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  :  First,  for  desertion,  he  shall  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment for  any  period  not  exceeding  three  months,  and  also  to  forfeit  all  or  any  part  of 
the  clothes  or  effects  he  leaves  on  board,  and  all  or  any  part  of  the  wages  or  emolu- 
ments which  he  has  then  earned  ;  secondly,  for  neglecting  and  refusing,  without  rea- 
sonable cause,  to  join  his  ship,  or  to  proceed  to  sea  in  his  ship,  or  for  absence  with<mt 
leave  at  any  time  within  twenty -four  hours  of  the  ship^s  sailing  from  any  port,  either 
at  the  commencement  or  during  the  progress  of  any  voyage,  or  for  absence  at  any 
time  without  leave,  and  without  sufficient  reason,  from  his  ship,  or  from  his  duty, 
not  amounting  to  desertion,  or  not  treated  as  such  by  the  master,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
imprisonment  for  any  period  not  exceeding  one  month,  and  also,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  to  forfeit  out  of  his  Avages  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  two  days'  pay, 
and,  in  addition,  for  every  twenty-four  hours  of  absence,  either  a  sum  not  exceeding 
six  days*  pay,  or  any  expenses  which  have  been  properly  incurred  in  hiring  a  substi- 
tute ;  thirdly,  for  quitting  the  ship  without  leave  after  her  arrival  at  her  port  of  de- 
livery, and  before  she  is  placed  in  security,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  out  oi  his  wages 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay  ;  fourthly,  for  willful  disobedience  to  any  lawful 
command,  he  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  not  exceeding  two  months ; 
and  also,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  forfeit  out  of  his  wages  a  sum  not  exceeding 
four  days'  pay;  fifthly,  for  continued  willful  disobedience  to  lawful  commands,  or  con- 
tinued willful  neglect  of  duty,  he  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  not 
exceeding  six  months,  and  also,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  forfeit,  for  every 
twenty-four  hours'  continuance  of  such  disobedience  or  neglect,  either  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  days'  pay,  or  any  expenses  Avhich  have  been  properly  incurred  in  hiring 
a  substitute;  sixthly,  for  assaulting  any  master  or  mate,  he  shall  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment for  any  period  not  exceeding  two  years;  seventhly,  for  combining  with  any  other 
or  others  oV  the  crew  to  disobey  lawful  commands  or  to  neglect  duty,  or  to  impede 
navigation  of  the  ship,  or  the  progress  of  the  voyage,  he  shall  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment for  any  period  Jiot  exceeding  twelve  months ;  eighthly,  for  willfully  damaging 
the  ship  or  embezzling  or  willfully  damaging  any  of  the  stores  or  cargo,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  forfeit  out  of  his  wages  a  sum  equal  in  amount  to  the  loss  thereby  sustained, 
and  also,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  not  exceeding 
twelve  months;  ninthly,  for  any  act  of  smuggling  of  which  he  is  convicted,  and 
whereby  loss  or  damage  is  occasioned  to  the  master  or  owner,  he  shall  be  liable  to  pay 
such  master  or  owner  such  a  sum  as  is  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  master  or  owner  for 
such  loss  or  damage,  and  the  whole  or  any  part  of  his  wages  may  be  retained  in  satis- 
faction or  on  account  of  such  liability,  and  shall  also  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

Skc.  52.  That  upon  the  commission  of  any  of  the  offenses  enumerated  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  an  entry  thereof  shall  be  made  in  the  official  log-book,  and  shall  be 
signe<l  by  the  master,  and  also  by  the  mate  or  one  of  the  crew;  and  the  offender,  if 
still  in  the  ship,  shall,  before  the  next  subsequent  arrival  of  the  ship  at  any  port,  or  if 
she  is  at  the  time  in  port,  before  her  departure  therefrom,  either  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  such  entry,  or  have  the  same  read  over  distinctly  and  audibly  to  him,  and  may 
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tboreupon  make  such  reply  thereto  as  he  thinks  fit;  and  a  statement  that  a  copy  of 
the  said  entry  has  been  so  furnished  or  that  the  same  htis  been  so  read  over  as  afore- 
said, and  the  reply  (if  any)  made  by  the  offender,  shall  likewise  be  entered  and 
signed  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  in  any  subsequent  le^ral  proceedinjics  the  entries  here- 
inbefore required  shall,  if  practicable,  be  procluced  or  proved,  and  in  default  of  such 
production  or  proof,  the  court  hearing  the  case  may,  at  its  discretion,  refuse  to  receive 
evidence  of  the  offense. 

Sec.  53.  That  whenever,  either  at  the  commencement  or  during^  the  progress  of  any 
voyage,  any  seaman  or  apprentice  neglects  or  refuses  to  join,  or  deserts  from  or  refuses 
to  proceed  to  sea,  in  any  ship  in  which  he  is  duly  engaged  to  serve,  or  is  found  other- 
wise absenting  himself  therefrom  without  leave,  the  master,  or  any  mate,  or  the  owner, 
or  consignee,  or  shipping-commissioner,  may,  in  any  place  in  the  United  States,  with 
or  without  the  assistance  of  the  local  public  oflScers  or  constables,  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  give  their  assistance  if  required,  and  also  at  any  out  of  the  United  States, 
if  and  so  far  as  the  laws  in  force  at  such  place  will  permit,  apprehend  him  without  first 
procuring  a  warrant,  and  may  thereupon,  in  any  case,  and  shall,  in  case  ho  so  requires 
and  it  is  practicable,  convey  him  belore  any  court  of  justice  or  justices  of  any  State, 
city,  town,  or  county,  within  the  United  States  capable  of  taking  cognisance  of  offenses 
of  liko  degree  and  kind  of  the  matter,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions 
hereinbefore  contained  in  reference  to  such  cases;  and  may,  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing hira  before  such  court  of  justice,  detain  him  in  custody  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
twenty-four  hours,  or  shorter  time,  as  may  be  necessary,  or  may,  if  he  does  not  so 
require,  or  if  there  is  no  such  court  at  or  near  the  place,  at  once  convey  him  on  board; 
and  if  such  apprehension  appears  to  the  court  of  justice  before  which  the  case  is 
brought  to  have  been  made  on  improper  or  on  insutficient  grounds,  the  master,  mate, 
consignee,  or  shipping-commissioner  who  makes  the  same,  or  causes  the  same  to  be 
made,  shall  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  but  such  penalty,  if 
inflicted,  shall  be  a  bar  to  any  action  for  false  imprisonment. 

Sec.  54.  That  any  master  of,  or  any  seaman  or  apprentice  belonging  to,  any  mer- 
chant-ship who,  by  willful  breach  of  duty,  or  who,  by  reanon  of  drunkenness,  does  any 
act  tending  t^  the  immediate  loss,  destnictiou,  or  seiious  damage  to  such  ship,  or 
tending  iumiediately  to  endanger  the  life  or  limb  of  any  persou  belonging  to  or  on 
iKiard  of  such  ship,  or  who,  by  willful  breach  of  duty,  or  by  neglect  of  duty,  or  by 
reason  of  drunkenness,  refuses  or  omits  to  do  any  lawful  act  proper  and  requisite  to  be 
done  by  him  for  preserving  such  ship  from  immediate  loss,  destruction,  or  serioun 
damage,  or  for  preserving  any  person  belonging  to  or  on  board  of  such  ship  from  im- 
mediate danger  to  life  or  limb,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, and  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve 
monthn. 

Sec.  55.  That  all  clothes,  effects,  and  wages  which,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
are  forfeited  for  desertion,  shall  be  applied,  in  the  first  instant^i,  in  payment  of  the 
expenses  occasioned  by  such  desertion  to  the  master  or  owner  of  the  ship  from  which 
the  desertion  has  taken  place,  and  the  balance  (if  any)  shall  be  paid  by  the  master  or 
owner  to  any  shipping-commissioner  resident  at  the  port  at  which  the  voyage  of  such 
ship  terminates ;  and  the  8hii^)ping-commissioner  shall  account  to  and  pay  over  such 
balance  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  within  one  month  after  said  commissioner 
receives  the  same,  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  in  the  same  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  pro- 
viiled  for  the  disposal  of  the  money,  effects,  and  wages  of  deceased  seamen  ;  in  all 
other  cases  of  fo^-feiture  of  wages,  under  the  provisions  hereinbefore  contained,  the  for- 
feiture shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  master  or  owner  by  whom  the  wages  are  payable  ; 
and  in  case  any  master  or  owner  neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  over  to  the  shipping-com- 
miKsioner  such  balance  aforesaid,  he  shall  incur  a  penalty  of  double  the  amount  of 
such  balance,  which  shall  be  recoverable  by  the  commissioner  in  the  same  manner  that 
seamen's  wages  are  recovered. 

Sec.  56.  That  any  question  concerning  the  forfeiture  of,  or  deductions  from,  the 
wages  of  any  seaman  or  apprentice  may  be  determined  in  any  proceeding  lawfully 
instituted  with  respect  to  such  wages,  notwithstanding  that  the  offense  in  respect  of 
which  such  question  arises,  though  hereby  made  punishable  by  imprisonment  as  well 
as  forfeiture,  has  not  been  made  the  subject  of  any  criminal  proceeding. 

Sec.  57.  That  whenever  in  any  proceeding  relating  to  seamen's  wages,  it  is  shown 
that  any  seaman  or  apprentice  has,  in  the  course  of  the  voyage,  been  convicted  of  any 
offense  by  any  competent  tribunal,  and  rightfully  punished  therefor  by  imprisonment 
or  otherwise,  the  court  hearing  the  cjise  may  direct  a  part  of  the  wages  due  to  such 
seaman,  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars,  to  be  applied  in  reimbursing  any  costs  properly 
incurred  by  the  master  in  procuring  such  conviction  and  punishment. 

Sec.  58.  That  every  ship  making  voyages  as  described  in  section  twelve  of  this  act 
shall  have  an  "  official  log-book ;"  and  every  master  of  such  ship  shall  make,  or  cause 
to  be  made  therein,  entries  of  the  following  matters,  that  is  to  say  :  First,  every  legal 
conviction  of  any  member  of  his  crew,  and  the  punishment  inflicted;  secondly,  every 
offense  committed  by  any  member  of  his  crew  for  which  it  is  intended  to  prosecute,  or  to 


24  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

enforce  a  forfeiture,  together  with  such  statement  concerning  the  reading  over  such 
entry,  and  concerning  the  reply,  if  any,  made  to  the  charge,  as  hereinbefore  required; 
thirdly,  every  offense  for  which  punishment  is  inflicted  on  board,  and  the  punishment 
inflicted ;  fourthly,  a  stat^enient  of  the  conduct,  character,  and  qualitications  of  each  of 
his  crew,  or  a  statement  that  he  declines  to  give  an  opinion  of  such  particulars ;  fifthly, 
every  case  of  ilUiess  or  injury  happening  to  any  member  of  the  crew,  with  the  nature 
thereof,  and  the  medical  treatment,  (if  any  ;)  sixthly,  every  case  of  death  happening  on 
board,  with  the  cause  thereof;  seventhly,  every  birth  happening  on  board,  with  the  sex 
of  the  infant,  and  the  names  of  the  parents;  eightly, every  marriage  taken  place  on  board, 
with  the  names  and  ages  of  the  parties;  ninthly,  the  name  of  every  seaman  or  apprentice 
who  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  the  crew  otherwise  than  by  death,  with  the  place,  time, 
manner,  and  cause  thereof;  tenthly,  the  wages  due  to  any  seaman'' or  apprentice  who 
dies  during  the  voyage,  and  the  gross  amount  of  all  deductions  to  be  made  therefrom  ; 
eleventhly,  the  sale  of  the  effects  of  any  seaman  or  apprentice  who  dies  during  the 
voyage,  including  a  statement  of  each  article  sold,  and  the  sum  received  for  it. 

Sec.  59.  That  every  entry  hereby  required  to  be  made  in  the  otticial  log-book  shall 
be  signed  by  the  master  and  by  the  mate,  or  some  other  one  of  the  crew,  and  every  en- 
try in  the  otflcial  log-book  shall  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  occurrence  to 
which  it  relates,  an(l,  if  not  made  on  the  same  day  as  the  occnrrence  to  which  it  relates, 
shall  be  matle  and  dated  so  as  to  show  the  date  of  the  occurrence,  and  of  the  entry  re- 
specting it ;  and  in  no  case  shall  any  entry  therein  in  respect  of  any  occurrence  hap- 
pening previously  to  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  her  final  port  be  made  more  thau 
twenty-tour  hours  after  such  arrival. 

Sec.  60.  That  if  in  any  case  the  official  log-book  is  not  kept  in  the  manner  hereby  re- 
quired, or  if  any  entry  hereby  directed  to  be  made  in  any  such  log-book  is  not  made  at  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  hereby  directed,  the  master  shall,  for  etich  such  offense,  incur 
a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars  ;  and  every  person  who  makes,  or  procures 
to  be  made,  or  assists  in  making,  any  entry  in  any  ofiicial  log-book  in  respect  of  any 
occurrence  happening  previously  to  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  her  final  iw)rt  of  discharge, 
more  than  twenty  four  hours  after  such  arrival,  shall,  for  each  offense,  incur  a  penalty 
DOt  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

PROTECTION  OF  SEAMEN. 

Sec.  61.  That  no  wages  due  or  accruing  to  any  seaman  or  apprentice  shall  be  subject 
to  attachment  or  arrestment  from  any  court;  and  every  payment  of  wages  to  a  seaman 
or  apprentice  shall  be  valid  in  law,  notwithstanding  any  previous  sale  or  assignment 
of  such  wages,  or  of  any  attachment,  incumbrance,  or  arrestment  thereon  ;  and  no  as- 
signment or  sale  of  such  wages,  or  of  salvage  made  prior  to  the  accruing  thereof,  shall 
bind  the  party  making  the  same,  except  such  advanced  securities  as  are  provided  for  in 
this  act. 

Sec.  62.  That  every  person  who,  not  being  in  the  United  States  service,  and  not  be- 
ing duly  authorized  by  law  for  the  purpose,  goes  on  board  any  ship  about  to  arrive  at 
the  place  of  her  destination  before  her  actual  arrival,  and  before  she  has  been  completely 
moored,  without  permission  of  the  master,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  incur  a  penalty 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period 
not  exceeding  six  months ;  and  the  master  or  person  in  charge  of  said  ship  may  take 
any  such  person  so  going  on  board  as  aforesaid  into  custody,  and  deliver  him  up  forth- 
with to  any  constable  or  police-officer,  to  be  by  him  taken  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  63.  That  if,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  any  ship  at  any  port  in 
the  United  States,  any  person,  then  being  on  board  such  ship,  solicits  any  seaman  to  be- 
come a  lodger  at  the  house  of  any  person  letting  lodgings  for  hire,  or  takes  out  of  such 
ship  any  effects  of  any  seamen,  except  under  his  personal  direction,  and  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  master,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars,  or  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  not  exceeding  three 
monthH. 

Sec.  64.  That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  act,  and  for  the  recovery 
whereof  no  specific  mode  is  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  and  may  be  recovered  with 
costs,  either  in  any  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  at  the  suit  of  any  district  attor- 
Bey  of  the  United  States,  or  at  the  suit  of  any  person  by  information  to  any  district 
attorney  in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  where  or  near  to  where  the  offense  shall  be 
committed  or  the  offender  shall  be ;  and  in  case  of  a  conviction  under  this  act,  and  the 
sum  imposed  as  a  penalty  by  the  court  shall  not  be  paid  either  immediately  after  the 
conviction  or  within  such  period  as  the  court  shall  at  the  time  of  the  conviction  ap- 
point, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  commit  the  offender  to  prison,  there  to  be  im- 
prisoned for  the  term  or  terms  hereinbefore  provided  in  case  of  such  offense,  the  com- 
mitment to  be  terminable  upon  payment  of  the  amount  and  costs;  and  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  this  act,  for  which  no  special  application  is  hereinbe- 
fore provided,  shall,  when  recovered,  be  paid  and  applied  in  manner  following,  that  is 
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to  say,  8o  mnch  as  the  conrt  shall  detormine,  aud  the  residae  shall  be  paid  to  the  court  and 
be  remitted  from  time  to  time,  by  orderof  the  judge,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  appropriated  as  provided  for  in  section  fifty  of  this  act :  Provided  always^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  court  before  which  any  proceedi nor  shall  be  instituted  for  the  recovery 
of  any  pecuniary  penalty  imposed  by  this  act,  to  mitigate  or  reduce  such  penalty  as  to 
such  court  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable  ;  but  no  such  penalty  shall  be  reduced  to 
leas  than  om^third  of  its  onginal  amount :  Provided,  also,  That  all  proceedings  so  to  be 
iD8titnt«d  shall  be  commenced  within  two  years  next  after  the  commission  of  the  of- 
fense if  the  same  shall  have  been  committed  at  or  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or 
Cape  Horn,  or  within  one  year  if  committed  elsewhere,  or  within  two  months  after  the 
return  of  the  oflfeuder  and  the  complaining  party  to  the  United  States;  and  there  shall 
be  no  appeal  from  any  decision  of  anv  of  the  circuit  courts,  unless  the  amount  sued 
for  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

8kc.  65.  That  to  avoid  dcmbt  in  the  construction  of  this  act,  every  perscm  having  the 
command  of  any  ship  belonging  to  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall,  within  the 
meaning  and  for  the  purposes  ot  this  act,  bo  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  *'  master"  of 
such  ship  ;  and  that  every  person  (apprentices  excepted)  who  shall  be  employed  or  en- 
gaged to  serve  in  any  capacity  on  board  the  same  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a 
** seaman"  within  the  meaning  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act;  and  that  the  t^rm 
"  ship  "  shall  be  taken  and  understood  to  comprehend  every  description  of  vessel  navi- 
gating on  any  sea  or  channel,  lake  or  river,  to  which  tl.e  provisions  of  this  law  may  be 
applicable;  and  the  term  "  owner  "  shall  betaken  and  understood  to  comprehend  all 
the  several  persons,  if  more  than  one,  to  whom  the  ship  shall  belong. 

Skc.  66.  That  in  no  case  shall  the  salary,  fees,  aud  emoluments  of  any  officer  ap- 
pointed under  this  act  be  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  and  any  addi- 
tional fees  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  67.  That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  ai*e 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  68.  That*this  act  shall  take  effect  in  sixty  days  after  its  passage,  but  its  provis- 
ions in  regard  to  appointments  under  it  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

SCHEDULE. 

Table  A.    (Section  5.) 

Scale  of  fees  for  matters  transacted  at  sTiipping-commissioners'  offices. 

First.  Fee  payable  on  engaging  crew,  for  each  member  of  the  crew,  (except  ap- 
prentices)   $2  00 

Secondly.  Fee  payable  on  discharging  crew,  for  each  member  of  crew  dis- 
charged  50 

Table  B.    (Section  6.) 

Sums  to  be  deducted  from  wages  of  seamen  in  partial  repayment  of  the  fees  payable  in 

table  A, 

In  respect  of  engagements,  from  the  wages  of  each  member  of  the  crew $0  25 

In  respect  of  discharges,  from  the  wagds  of  each  member  of  the  crew 25 

Table  C.    (Section  7.) 

Fees  payable  by  the  master  orotcnerfor  apprenticing  bays  to  the  sea-service. 

For  each  boy  so  bound,  including  the  indenture |5  00 

Table  D.    (Section  12.) 

FORM  OF  ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT. 

UNirED  States  of  America, 

(Date  and  place  of  first  signature  of  agreement,  including  name  of  shipping-office.) 

It  is  agreed  between  the  master  and  seamen  or  mariners,  of  the ,  of 

which  ; is  at  present  master,  or  whoever  sliall  go  for  master,  now  bound 

from  the  port  of to (here  the  voyage  is  to  be  described,  and 

the  places  named  at  which  the  ship  is  to  touch,  or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  the  general 
nature  and  probable  length  of  the  voyage  is  to  be  stated.) 

Aud  the  s:iid  crew  agree  to  conduct  themselves  in  an  orderly,  faithful,  honest,  and 
Mber  manner,  and  to  be  at  all  times  diligent  in  their  respective  duties,  and  to  be  obe- 
ot  to  the  lawful  commands  of  the  said  master,  or  of  any  person  who  shall  lawfully 
',  him,  and  of  their  superior  officers,  in  every  thiug  relating  to  the  said  ship,  and 
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the  stores  and  cargo  thereof,  whether  on  hoard,  in  hoats,  or  ou  shore  ;  And  in  considera- 
tion of  which  service,  to  he  duly  performed,  the  said  master  herehy  agrees  to  pay  to 
the  said  crew  as  wages  the  sums  against  their  names  respectively  expressed,  and 
to  supply  them  with  provisions  according  to  the  annexed  scale.  And  it  is  herehy 
agreed  that  any  emhezzlement  or  willful  or  negligent  destruction  of  any  part  of  the 
ship's  cargo  or  stores  shall  be  made  good  to  the  owner  out  of  the  wages  of  the  person 
guilty  of  the  same.  And  if  any  person  enters  himself  as  qualified  for  a  duty  which  he 
proves  himself  incompetent  to  perform,  his  wages  shall  he  re<luced  in  proportion  to  his 
incompetency.  And  it  is  also  agreed  that  if  any  member  of  the  crew  considers  him- 
self to  he  aggrieved  by  any  breach  of  the  agreement  or  otherwise,  he  shall  represent 
the  same  to  the  master  or  officer  in  charge  of  the  ship,  in  a  quiet  aud  orderly  manner, 
who  shall  thereupon  take  such  steps  as  the  case  may  require.  And  it  is  also  agreed  that 
(here  any  other  stipulations  may  be  inserted  to  which  the  parties  agree,  ami  which  are 
not  contrary  to  law.) 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  subscribed  their  names  hereto  on  the  days 
against  their  respective  signatures  mentioned. 

Sigued  by  ,    master,   on  the  day  of  ,  eighteen  hundred 

and  . 
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Note.— In  the  place  for  signatures  and  descriptions  of  men  eujsrftged  After  tlie  first  <(eparturo  of  the 
ship  the  entries  are  to  be  made  as  above,  except  that  the  pio^uaturo  of  the  consul  or  vice-ttonsul,  officer 
of  customs,  or  witness  before  whom  the  man  is  engaged,  is  to  bo  substituted  for  that  of  the  shipping- 
master. 

Account  of  apprentices  on  hoard. 


Christian    and    sur-     notaft^^^o/riotM-^f 
name  of  apprentice     Date  of  registry  of 


in  fall. 


indenture. 


Port  at  which  in- 
denture was  reg- 
istered. 


Date  of  register  of 
assignment. 


Port  at  which  as- 
signment was 
registered. 


Table  D. — (To  be  inserted  in  agreement.)— Scale  of  provisions  to  he  allowed  and  served  out 

to  the  crew  during  tfie  voyage. 
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(Here  any  stipulation  for  changes,  or  substitution  of  one  article  for  another,  may  be 
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Jigitized  by  VjOO^  IC 
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SUBSTITUTES. 

One  ounce  of  coffee,  or  cocoa,  or  chocolate,  may  be  substituted  for  one-quarter  ounce 
of  tea ;  molasses  for  sugar,  the  quantity  to  be  one-half  more ;  one  pound  of  potatoes  or 
yams ;  one-half  pound  flour  or  rice ;  one-third  pint  of  pease  or  one-quarter  pint  of  bar- 
ley may  be  substituted  for  each  other.  When  fresh  meat  is  issued,  the  proportion  to 
Ih?  two  pounds  per  man  per  day,  in  lieu  of  salt  meat.  Flour,  rice,  and  pease,  beef  and 
pork,  may  be  substituted  for  each  other,  and  for  potatoes  onions  may  be  substituted. 
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(Section  24. 
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I  certify  that  the  above  particulars  are  correct,  and  that  the  above-named  seaman 
was  discharged  accordingly. 

Dated day  of ,  eighteen  hundred  and . 

(Signed) ,  Master. 

(Countersigned) ,  Seaman. 

Given  to  the  above-named  seaman  in  my  presence  this day  of: ,  eighteen 

hundred  and . 

(Signed) ,  Shipping-Commissioner. 

Approved  June  7, 1872. 


No.  14. 
[ClECULAE  No.  25.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  5,  1872. 

To  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  of  tlie  United  States  : 

It  has  been  represented  to  this  Department  by  the  Acting  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  complaints  have  been  made  that  the  schedule  fee 
for  certificates  and  seals  has  been  charged  by  consular  officers  ior  the 
verification  of  assignments  of  United  States  bonds.  As  it  is  apprehended 
that  such  charges  may  affect  the  value  of  our  securities  abroad,  he  has 
lequested  that  the  tariff  of  fees  may  be  so  modified  as  to  exempt  from 
any  consular  fee  the  necessary  certificates  to  the  execution  of  assign- 
ments of  such  securities,  and  to  powers  of  attorney  for  the  collection 
of  interest  on  them. 

It  is  accordingly  directed  that  no  fee  will  hereafter  be  charged  for 
witnessing  the  execution  and  taking  the  acknowledgment  of  assignments 
of  United  States  registered  bonds,  or  of  powers  of  attorney  to  assign 
such  bonds  or  to  collect  interest  thereon. 

W.  HUNTER, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ARGENTINE     REPUBLIC. 

No.  16. 

Mr.  Kirk  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  85.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  Ayres^  May  12,  1871.     (Received  June  20.) 

Sir  :  For  the  last  mouth,  by  order  of  the  national  government,  the 
custom-house  has  been  closed  and  all  business  suspended,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fearful  ravages  of  the  yellow  fever.  For  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  1  question  whether  history  records  such  terrible  mortality. 
Little  short  of  20,000  have  fallen  victims  to  the  scourge. 

To-day  the  city  presents  a  deserted,  desolate  appearance.  All  faces 
indicate  anxiety  "and  sorrow.  It  is  impossible  to  portray  the  true  con- 
dition of  affairs. 

Within  the  last  ten  days  the  death-roll  has  diminished  very  much, 
and  it  is  thought  ten  days  more  will  terminate  its  fearful  visitation. 
Many  of  our  citizens  have  been  sick,  some  in  great  destitution  ;  as  far 
as  known  ten  have  died.  I  expect  I  will  have  to  pay  some  bills  for 
medicines,  supplies,  &c.,  which  had  to  be  furnished  to  our  destitute 
people.  Some  of  the  foreign  ministers  published  a  notice,  (like  the 
inclosed,  marked  A,)  but  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  do  so,  and  will 
only  pay  what  the  promptings  of  common  humanity  compel  me,  and 
charge  the  same  to  the  contingent  fund  of  this  legation,  which  1  hope 
will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Department.  The  Brazilian  people,  and  also 
those  of  Uruguay,  have  acted  nobly  and  generously  in  sending  substan- 
tial relief  to  the  people  of  this  city. 

Intelligence  has  just  been  received  that  the  Argentine  government 
has  negotiated  a  loan  in  London  for  $30,000,000 ;  the  loan  was  effected 
88^  on  the  dollar,  interest  6  per  cent. 
I  have,  &c., 

R.  G.  KIRK. 


[Inclosuro  A.] 

Notice  to  British  subjects. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Legation. 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg<^  d'affaires,  being  fnUy  aware  of  the  deep  sympathy 
which  wiU  be  felt  by  Her  Majesty's  government  and  the  British  pnblic  for  the  sad 
ravages  caused  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bnenos  Ayres  by  the  ruling  epidemic,  and  the 
concern  which  the  sufferings  of  British  subjects  will  occasion  to  them,  is  desirous  of  at 
once  conveying  to  his  countrymen  of  all  denominations,  without  distinction,  as  an 
evidence  of  that  interest,  the  assurance  of  his  readiness,  in  conjunction  with  her  Maj- 
esty's consul,  to  render  every  assistance  within  the  scope  of  their  official  authority 
toward  relieving  all  cases  of  distress  of  a  deserving  character  which  may  be  brought 
under  their  notice ;  and  he  hereby  invites  all  those  poor  and  afflicted  persons  who 
have  been  deprived  of  the  means  of  support,  to  make  personal  application  to  Her  M^- 
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esty's  legation  or  to  the  British  consulate,  accoinpanyiDg  their  applications  with  such 
recoD^mendatious  as  they  are  able  to  obtain  fi*om  their  respective  clergymen  or  from 
any  respectable  resident. 


No.  16. 
Mr.  Kirk  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  90.]  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  Ayres,  Attgust  14,  1871.  (Received  September  21.) 
Sib  :  Permit  me  t-o  say  that  Mr.  Bor^es,  the  Brazilian  minister,  my 
former  colleague,  has  received  the  appointment  as  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, &c.,  to  our  Government.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  ability,  and  has 
always  expressed  the  most  friendlj^  sentiments  toward  our  country,  was 
a  very  popular  minister  here,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  will  earn  the 
same  reputation  at  Washington.  I  therefore  have  no  hesitation  in 
requesting  for  him  a  cordial  reception. 
I  am,  &c., 

R.  C.  KIRK. 


No.  17. 

Mr.  (Jlapp  to  Mr.  Hxinier. 

No.  5.]  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  AyreSj  February  13,  1872.    (Received  July  22.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  aifairs connected  with  Paraguay 
and  Brazil  have,  within  the  last  month,  attracted  much  attention.  It 
appears  that  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  Brazil  and  of  this  re- 
public met  at  Asuncion  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  final  treaties,  or 
a  joint  treaty,  which  should  settle  the  disputed  boundary -lines  between 
the  three  nations,  and  all  other  questions  growing  out  of  the  recent  war. 
Dr.  Quintana,  on  the  part  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  demanded  that 
the  whole  of  the  Grand  Chaco  should  be  acknowledged  as  Argentine 
territory.  This  is  a  vast  wilderness  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Par- 
aguay, and  extending  through  about  the  same  degrees  of  latitude  as 
that  republic.  It  embraces  probably  from  three  to  four  thousand 
square  miles,  and  is  traversed  by  two  i)rincipal  rivers,  the  Yermijo  and  the 
Pilcomayo.  It  has  only  one  small  settlement,  which  is  called  Ville  Oc- 
cidental, and  is  located  above  Asuncion  on  the  Paraguay  River,  and 
was  established  by  Lopez,  who  sent  there  some  French  emigrants. 
This  vast  wilderness  is  inhabited  only  by  a  few  savages.  The  Para- 
guayan government  refused  to  accede  to  the  demands  made  by  Dr. 
Quintana,  in  which  refusal  it  is  understood  that  they  were  sustained 
by  the  Brazilian  envoy.  Dr.  Quintana  finally  withdrew  from  Asuncion 
and  returned  to  Buenos  Ayres.  After  his  withdrawal  a  treaty  was 
arranged  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  whereby  the  river  Apa  is  to 
constitute  the  boundary-line  of  the  two  countries,  Brazil  remitting  all 
financial  claims  on  account  of  the  war,  and  agreeing  to  maintain  a  mil- 
itary force  in  Paraguay  in  support  of  the  present  government. 

I  consider  the  information  that  I  have  obtained  respecting  this  treaty 
to  be  reliable,  as  far  as  it  goes,  and,  I  understand,  by  it  Brazil  obtains 
all  the  territory  to  which  she  has  ever  made  any  claim.    The  arrange- 
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ment  was  evidently  con  sum  mated  very  soon  after  the  departure  of  Dr. 
Quintana.  His  return,  and  the  publication  of  the  substance  of  the 
tr<»aty  in  the  public  prints,  caused  great  excitement  and  an^ry  discus- 
sion in  Buenos  Ayres,  the  ffroun<l  of  complaint  being  that  I3razil  had 
violated  the  obligations  of  the  triple  alliance  which  was  formed  at  the 
coiumencement  of  the  war,  but,  before  many  days,  a  better  feeling 
seemed  to  prevail — a  confidence  in  the  good  faith  and  friendship  of 
Brazil.  At  this  juncture  President  Sarmiento  issued  a  decree  constitut- 
ing the  whole  of  the  Grand  Chaco  an  Argentine  province,  designating 
Viile  Occidental  as  its  capital,  and  naming  General  Julio  de  Vedia,  the 
present  commander  of  the  Argentine  forces  in  Paraguay,  as  its  gov- 
ernor. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  this  decree,  cut  from  the  Daily  Stand- 
ard of  Buenos  A^res. 

Note. — The  only  copy  of  this  decree  that  I  was  able  to  obtain  was 
sent  with  the  original  of  this  dispatch. 

The  decree  is  to  the  effect  that — 

The  whole  of  the  Grand  Chaco  is  constituted  a  new  province  of  the  Arjjentine  Re- 
public ;  its  capital  is  established  at  Ville  Occidental.  General  Jnlio  de  Vedia,  com- 
mander of  the  Argentine  forces  in  Paraguay,  is  appointed  governor,  and  ho  is  directed 
to  organize  inmjediatcly  a  municipal  governnient  at  the  capital. 

The  portion  of  this  territory  which  lie^  above  the  Vermejo  River,  and  in  which  the 
new  capital  is  located,  has,  ever  since  the  formation  of  the  South  American  republics, 
been  claimed  by  Paraguay  and  Bolivia  as  well  as  by  this  republic,  but  Paraguay  is  the 
only  power  that  baa  made  any  elfort  to  occupy  the  territory. 

No  news  has  yet  been  received  here  of  the  reception  of  the  decree  in 
Brazil.  • 

Rebellion  in  Corrientes. — A  rebellion  has  recently  broken  out  in 
the  province  of  Corrientes,  Argentine  Republic,  against  the  newly 
elected  governor,  Dgn  Justo.  I  have  been  very  much  surprised  to  see 
that  many  of  the  most  prominent  papers  ot  this  city  justify  and  encour- 
age the  insurgents;  and  that  when  the  governor  came  here  and  applied 
for  aid  to  the  President  he  was  absolutely  refused. 

The  capital  of  the  province  was  seized ;  and  it  appeared  that  a  revolu- 
tion ha4  been  accomplished,  but  tbe  latest  advices  announce  that  Col- 
onel Babiene,  commander  of  the  provincial  troops,  has  completely  routed 
the  main  body  of  the  insurgents. 
I  am,  &c,, 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP, 

Charge  cP Affaires  ad  interim. 


Ko.  18. 
J/r.  Clapjp  to  Mr,  Hunter. 


No.  8.]  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  Ayres^  March  20,  1872.     (Received  May  21.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  translation  of  corre- 
spondence of  Mr.  IJ.G.  McDonell,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'af- 
faires to  the  Argentine  Republic,  with  Dr.  Tejedor,  minister  of  foreign 
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aflfairs,  on  the  subject  of  outrages  committed  on  English  citizens  residing 
in  this  republic. 

The  massacre  of  foreigners  at  Tandil,  which  was  the  principal  occa- 
sion of  the  correspondence,  was  an  occurrence  of  the  most  startling 
nature.  On  New  Year's  day  about  five  hundred  gauchos,  headed  by  a 
religious  fanatic,  entered  the  village  and  commenced  an  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  foreigners.  Thirty-six  were  killed  and  others  wounded. 
The  mob  then  started  in  the  direction  of  Buenos  Ayres,  committing  sim- 
ilar outrages  on  their  way.  They  were  finally  overtaken  and  dispersed 
by  a  small  body  of  troops,  and  several  were  taken  prisoners.  As  far  as 
I  can  le^irn,  no  sentence  of  punishment  has  been  executed  on  any  of  these 
criminals. 

*  «  «  '  •  *  «  • 

I  also  inclose  a  translation  of  correspondence  between  Mr.  Frank  Par- 
ish, Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul,  and  Dr.  Don  Antonio  Malaver,  secre- 
tary of  the  provincial  government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  treating  of  the 
same  subject,  in  which  Governor  Castro  declines  to  furnish  the  consul 
with  any  information,  and  denies  the  right  of  the  consul  to  address  the 
Provincial  government  at  all  on  the  subject,  and  infereutially  denies 
his  right  to  act  in  any  maimer  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  Eng- 
lish subjects  residing  in  the  province.  It  also  appears  that  the  answer 
to  the  note  of  Mr.  Parish  was  delayed  for  nearly  two  months.  I  am 
hapi)y  to  report  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  no  American  citizens 
bav^e  recently  suffered,  either  in  the  massacre  at  Tandil,  or  in  any  of  the 
other  robberies  or  murders  that  are  of  so  frequent  occurrence. 
I  am,  &c., 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP. 


[luclosare  l.J 

THE  TANDIL  MASSACRE. 

Notes  hettceen  the  British  legation  and  the  national  government. 

The  Boletin  Oficial  of  yesterday  publishes  the  subjoined  notes  on  this  painful  ques- 
tion; the  reply  of  the  minister  of  foreign  atfdirs  to  Mr.  McDonell  will  cause  a  mixed 
feeling  of  astonishment  and  indignation  among  all  classes  of  English  residents: 

British  Legation,  Buenos  AyreSy  January  13,  1872. 

Mr.  Minister  :  In  the  interview  that  I  had  yesterday  with  your  excellency,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  the  contents  of  two  petitions  addressed  to  nJe,  one  from 
the  English  residents  of  Tandil  and  Azul,  referring  to  the  insecurity  of  their  lives  by 
reason  of  the  recent  assassinations  in  that  neighborhood  ;  the  other  signed  by  English 
subjects  settled  at  Bahia  Blanca,  making  just  complaint  of  the  Indian  invasions  there- 
about, owing  to  the  unguarded  state  of  the  frontier. 

The  tenor  of  your  reply  on  this  subject  manifestly  indicated  that  your  excellency 
did  not  consider  the  circumstances  warranted  any  diplomatic  intervention  in  favor  of 
the  petitioners,  and  moreover  that,  in  case  they  ha4  addressed  themselves  to  the  national 
government  in  due  form  and  through  the  local  authorities,  your  excellency  did  not 
judge  it  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  government  to  admit  that  foreigners  settled 
in  the  republic  should  arrogate  to  themselves  the  right  to  question  the  acts  of  the  gov- 
ernment upon  points  of  internal  administration,  either  indirectly  or  by  means  of  tueir 
representatives. 

The  instructions  which  Her  Majesty^s  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  has  at 
various  times  thought  ftt  to  give  me,  to  represent  to  the  government  of  yonr  excellency 
the  neccMwity  of  adopting  some  means  for  the  better  protecting  the  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  republic,  at  onco  led  me  to  infer  that  the  opinion 
of  Her  Majesty's  government  differed  so  essentially  from  your  excellency's  viiiws  that 
Iconsiderefl  it  useless  t6  insist  further  upon  this  point  with  your  excellency. 

My  object  in  communicating  verbally  to  your  excellency  the  contents  ^^t-.tbe^^etj* 
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tions  \n  question  was  to  convince  your  excellency,  if  possible,  of  the  justice  of  the 
cause  that  I  sought  to  defend,  and  thus  avoid  a  possibly  vexatious  correspondence  upon  a 
matter  in  which  your  excellency's  opinion  seemed  entirely  opposed  to  that  of  Her  Maj- 
esty's government,  laying  down  the  principle  that  a  foreign  agent  has  no  right  to  in- 
terpose Avith  your  excellency's  government  in  favor  of  the  life  and  property  of  his 
couutrymen  who  are  unduly  exposed,  owing  to  the  admittedly  unprotected  state  of 
the  frontier,  or  to  the  numerous  criminals  and  malefactors  who  are  allowed  to  go  about 
unmolested  and  with  impunity  through  the  country. 

Wishing,  nevertheless,  to  inform  in  proper  manner  Her  Majesty's  government  re- 
specting the  late  sad  occurrence's,  which  have  occasioned  grave  loss  of  life  and  prop- 
erty to  English  subjects  in  various  parts  of  the  republic ;  and  being,  moreover,  anxious 
to  explain  the  want  of  success  which  haa  attended  my  interpiisition  with  the  Argen- 
tine government  for  the  better  protection  of  my  countrymen,  I  feel  it  now  my  duty  to 
place  in  your  excellency's  hands  translations  of  the  above-mentioned  petitions,  hoping 
that  your  excellency's  reply  to  this  communication  may  enable  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  form  an  exact  judgment  of  the  limits  to  which,  in  your  excellency's  opinion, 
the  right  of  any  British  subject  may  extend  to  demand  relief  and  protection,  and 
which  Her  Majesty's  government  may  think  tit  to  accord. 

Trusting  that  your  excellency  will  receive  this  conmuinication  in  the  same  friendly 
spirit  in  which  it  is  conceived,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances 
of  my  esteem. 

H.  G.  McDONELL. 

To  His  Excellency  Dr.  Tejedor, 

Minister  of  Forei^fn  Affairs, 


Foreign'  Office,  Buenos  Ayres,  January  22, 1872. 

Mr.  CitAKGli  d'affaires:  I  have  received  the  note  and  petitions  inclosed  of  English 
citizens  upon  events  of  distinct  nature  in  Tandil  and  Bahia  Blanca.  Th(?  zeal  wnich 
Mr.  Charge  d'Affaires  displays  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  for  the  welfare  of  his 
countrymen,  is  worthy  of  all  eulogy. 

The  contents  of  the  petitions  are  also  excusable,  in  one  case  by  the  terrible  misfor- 
tune of  which  the  petitioners  have  been  the  victims,  and  in  the  other  by  the  natural 
desire  of  all  men  at  all  times  to  secure  their  lives  and  property.  But  notwithstanding 
these  consideration^,  the  Argentine  government  cannot  accept  the  doctrine  which 
seems  to  have  induced  the  petitioners  to  address  themselves  to  Monsieur  le  Charg<S 
d'Affaires, 

Foreigners,  from  the  moment  they  enter  a  country,  are  subject  to  its  laws  and 
authorities.  These  laws  are  not  equal  in  all  places,  but  whether  favorable  or  not 
to  a  foreigner,  they  oblige  him  alike.  The  foreigner,  therefore,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
rights,  or  in  any  complanits  of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature  which  he  feels  justified  in  mak- 
ing, must  address  himself  in  the  same  way  as  native  citizens  to  the  authorities,  invoke 
the  laws  in  question,  and  await  and  bow  to  their  deci  ion.  Otherwise  the  body  of 
foreign  residents  would  constitute  a  state  within  a  state,  a  political  monster. 

If  from  these  general  principles,  which  form  the  jurisprudence  of  all  civilized  coun- 
tries, we  descend  to  our  owu  particular  case  t!ie  niatter  is  still  more  evident.  In  no 
place  is  there  a  more  liberal  legislation  than  ours  toward  ft>reigners.  Protection  to  a 
foreigner  is  not  only  inculcated  by  our  laws  but  is  a  principle  of  our  constitution, 
rendering  almost  unnecessary  those  treaties  with  such  stipulations ;  but  it  means  equal 
protection  with  native  citizens,  and  no  privilege  either  on  the  basis  of  rights  or  in  the 
mode  of  vindicating  them  ;  it  is  legal,  not  diplomatic,  protection.  The  latter,  out  of 
respect  for  any  nation,  is  usually  reserved  until  such  case  as  there  is  a  denial  of  justice 
in  civilized  countries,  or  where  there  is  an  unjust  persecution  by  the  authorities  them- 
selves in  barbarous  countries.  We  need  not  mention  here  the  other  small  services 
which  diplomacy  may  render  to  a  foreigner,  by  facilitating  his  access  to  the  authorities, 
by  saving  him  the  trouble  of  a  different  language,  by  recommending  or  supporting  the 
quiclc  dispatch  of  matters,  since  it  is  the  universal  custom  in  civilized  countries  not  to 
place  any  ditficulty  or  obstacle  in  the  way. 

The  doctrine  of  a  special  protection  is  not  only  incorrect  but  may  lead  to  deplorable 
errors  and  mistakes.  By  such  a  mistake  the  English  citizens  of  Bahia  Bianca  address 
Mr.  Cbarg^  d'Affaires,  advising  him  of  robberies  by  the  frontier  Indians,  the  surprise 
and  assassination  of  Mr.  Thomas  Jordan,  the  presence  of  some  of  the  murderers  in  the 
town,  and  the  sale  there  of  the  stolen  hides,  instead  of  applying  to  the  competent  au- 
thorities or  accusing  them  before  their  superiors,  if,  as  is  stated,  the  former  encouraged 
such  deeds,  and  prove  such  (charges.  By  the  same  error  the  petitioners  have  ventured 
so  fur  as  to  say  that,  since  they  receive  no  protecticm  from  government,  they  who  do 
not  even  act  as  urban  guards  t^)  protect  the  frontier  towns,  will  open  fire  on  the  In- 
dians wherever  they  see  them,  even  if  not  attacked  by  them,  thus  assuming  to  them- 
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selves  rights  which  the  natives  of  the  conntry  have  not,  and  considering  themselves 
entitled  to  more  protection  than  the  natives.  By  the  same  error,  in  fine,  the  petitioners 
of  Tandll  heg  Mr.  Charg^  d'Affaires  to  point  ont  to  the  government  of  this  conntry  the 
absolute  and  urgent  necessity  of  taking  the  requisite  measures  to  judge  and  execute 
the  prisoners  on  the  scene  of  their  crimes^  and  to  order  a  determined  and  vigorous  pur- 
suit of  such  of  the  malefactors  as  are  still  at  large,  instead  of  contenting  themselves 
with  such  measures  as  at  the  earliest  moment  it  was  the  duty  of  the  provincial  author- 
ities to  adopt,  and  in  which  there  was  certainly  no  delay,  and  bowing  to  the  laws  and 
tribunals  whose  sway  extends  over  both  natives  and  foreigners. 

Having  thus  fulfilled  the  desire  manifested  by  the  charge  d'affaires  to  learn  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Argentine  government  on  this  point,  I  am  happy  to  renew  the  assurances  of 
my  distlnguisned  consideration. 

C.  TEJEDOR. 

To  Her  Britannic  Migesty's  Charge  d' Affaires,' 

H.  G.  McDONELL. 


flnclosare  2.] 

TANDIL  MASSACRE. 

British  Consulate, 
Buenos  AyreSj  January  11,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  have  learned  through  private  sources,  as  well  as  through  the  mis- 
cellaneous and  official  accounts  which  have  been  published,  of  the  horrible  massacre 
of  foreigners  which  has  been  perpetrated  by  some  hands  of  Gauchos  near  the  Tandil, 
that  among  the  unforlKinate  victims  were  two  British  subjects,  Mr.  Gibson  Smith  and 
his  young  wife,  to  whom  he  had  been  very  recently  married,  the  painful  nature  of 
whose  case  contributes,  if  possible,  additional  horror  to  this  terrible  drama. 

In  connection  therewith,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  address  your  excellency,  relying  upon 
your  excellency  being  able  to  afford  me  some  official  information  as  to  the  origin  and 
nature  of  the  circumstances  through  which  the  lives  of  these  unfortunate  persons  have 
been  sacrificed. 

At  the  eame  time  I  cannot  but  give  utterance  to  the  general  feeling  of  anxiety  expe- 
rienced by  my  countrymen,  on  a  par  with  other  foreigners  settled  in  the  distant  parts 
of  this  province,  respecting  the  insecurity  of  their  position,  and  the  constant  exposure 
of  life  to  which  they  are  subject  from  the  number  of  outlaws  and  criminals  who  roam 
with  impunity  throughout  the  country. 

Conscious,  as  I  am,  that  your  excellency's  government  must  be  fully  alive  to  the 
dangerous  results  of  the  repetition  of  crimes  such  as  cannot  but  infuse  terror  through- 
out the  whole  country,  I  feel  that  any  official  instigation  on  my  part  would  be  unnec- 
essary t-o  induce  your  excellency's  government  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  insure 
the  speedy  and  condign  punishment  of  those  who  have  committed  these  acts  of  savage 
cruelty,  as  without  some  severe  example  there  can  be  no  assurance  that  the  lives  of 
unoffending  persons  will  not  remain  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  ignorant  and  unre- 
strained bands  of  malefactors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  PARISH. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  Don  Antonio  Malaver,  4-0, 


Government-House,  March  7. 

I  duly  received  yours  of  January  11,  with  reference  to  the  criminal  occurrences 
which  took  place  at  Tandil  on  the  1st  01  that  month,  and  the  governor  desires  me  to 
say,  in  reply,  that  the  publications  in  the  daily  papers  will  have  already  informed  you 
of  the  measures  adopted.  Moreover  the  |;overnor  thinks  that  in  matters  of  this  kind 
the  consul  cannot  make  any  official  instigation  to  him,  both  because  such  would  be 
outside  a  consul's  character,  and  because  in  any  event  it  could  not  be  addressed  to  the 
provincial  government. 

God  preserve  you ! 

ANTONIO  E,  MALAVER. 

F.  Parish,  Esq.,  Her  Britannic  MajesUfe  Consul 

Bkitish  Consulate, 
Bfienoa  AyreSy  March  14, 1872. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  received  the  reply  which  it  has  pleased  his  excellency  the 
governor  to  instruct  you  to  make  to  my  letter  of  11th  January  lost,  on  the  subject  of^ 
3F  B  *  o    ^ 
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the  Tandil  raassncro,  in  which  I  asked  for  some  information  respecting  the  sad  case  of 
two  British  subjects  who  were  among  the  victims  of  that  tVagcdy,  expressing  at  the 
same  time  the  deep  feeling  of  anxiety  occasioned  to  my  countrymen  whose  lives  were 
threatened  and  at  that  moment  in  peril. 

Two  months  have  elapsed  since  my  letter  reached  your  excellency's  hands,  notwith- 
standing the  urgent  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  general  consternation  which  existed 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  malefactors  had  effected  their  murderous  designs.  Nev- 
ertheless, I  was  unwilling  to  suppose  that  the  silence  arose  from  any  other  cause  than 
an  oversight,  and  I  was  little  prepared  to  learn  from  your  excellency  that  it  proceeded 
from  an  intentional  disregard,  on  the  authority  of  the  governor,  of  my  communica- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  I  Avas  not  entitled  to  address  his  government  on  such  a  case, 
and  that  I  might  refer  to  the  public  press  for  any  information  1  might  require  on  the 
subject. 

With  all  due  regard  for  the  opinion  of  his  excellency,  and  with  every  desire  to  treat 
the  subject  in  a  friendly  spirit,  I  must  dissent  most  distinctly  from  this  extraordinary 
rule  of  procedure,  for,  assuming  that  it  cannot  be  the  fixed  intention  of  his  excellency 
to  exclude  me  from  the  customary  offiqial  intercourse  with  his  government  on  matters 
relating  to  the  welfare  and  interests  of  British  subjects  in  this  province,  I  have  a  right 
to  expect  that,  so  long  as  I  am  an  accredited  agent  of  my  government,  I  bo  allowed 
that  access  to  the  authorities  of  the  country  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable 
me  to  fullill  the  ordinary  functions  of  my  office. 

The  opposite  course  would  oblige  me  to  abandon  the  representation  of  those  inter- 
ests, and  Her  Majesty's  government  to  substitute  some  other  form  for  preserving  intact 
those  ties  and  obligations  which  correspond  to  its  position  toward  its  subjects. 

I  venture  to  affirm  that  no  precedent  can  be  proiluced  in  support  of  any  such  estab- 
lished rule;  and  further,  that  if  even  it  existed,  could  it  be  ap])lied  in  such  an  instance 
as  this  so  as  to  debar  a  government  from  tlie  exercise  of  reasonable  and  friendly 
means  through  its  agents,  of  obtaining  for  its  subjectB  the  full  amount  of  protection 
and  redress  which  the  laws  of  the  country  might  aftbrd,  and  to  which  their  peculiar 
position  might  entitle  them.  ,        ^      .     ^         ,  .  .   , 

Such  a  wholesale  massacre  of  foreigners,  and  such  acts  of  cruelty  as  were  committed 
at  Tandil  on  the  persons  of  innocent  foreign  settlers,  fortunately,  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  are  not  matters  of  ordinary  occurrence,  and  have  no  parallel  even  in  this 
country  •  and  it  would  be  useless,  therefore,  to  seek  for  any  guide  as  to  the  rule  ob- 
served'in  the  representation  of  such  cases. 

Judging  however,  from  some  fcAv  instances  of  recent  occurrence,  such  as  that  of  the 
mnrtler  of  several  British  subjects  by  Greek  brigands,  it  will  bo  remembered  that  it 
created  a  feeling  of  national  interest,  and  that  the  right  of  fully  representing  the  cases 
and  seeking  for  redress  was  exercised  and  not  denied. 

For  the  government  of  this  country,  above  all  others,  interested  as  it  is  in  promoting 
foreign  immigration  as  a  means  of  advancing  the  nation,  to  seek  to  establish  a  rule  by 
which  the  foreign  immigrants  would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  obtaining  the  legiti- 
mate support  of  their  government,  and  the  benefit  of  its  friendly  offices,  would  be  to 
injure  their  own  prospects,  by  producing  a  want  of  confidence  and  a  discouragement 
to  immigration.  ,     .  ^    ,  ^   ,  .        ,      ,  . 

1  have  no  desire  to  draw  an  exaggerated  picture  of  the  state  of  things  in  this  coun- 
try but  certainly,  if  I  were  left  dependent  on  the  reports  and  opinions  of  tlie  different 
piildic  pai»ers  of  this  city,  I  might  fall  widely  into  that  error.  Neither,  in  this  instance, 
do  I  wish  to  enlarge  u])on  the  case  under  discussion  by  referring  to  some  of  tXui  terrify- 
ing incidents  which  are  connected  with  this  lamentable  case,  which  might  have  the 
etleet  of  destroying  the  friendly  character  which  it  is  my  desire  to  preserve  in  this 
communication.'  1  will  confine  niyself  to  exi>re.H.sing  my  firm  and  earnest  remonstrances 
a«'ainst  the  nuwle  of  treatment  of  this  case  by  your  excellency's  government,  and  com- 
nninicating  the  contents  of  this  correspondence  to  Her  Majesty's  charg(^  d'affaires,  in 
order  that  he  may  obtain  such  instructions  from  my  government  as  will  enable  me  to 
leani  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  they  are  willing  to  accede  to  your  excellency's 
principles,  and  to  relinquish  the  ordinary  means  of  representing  the  interests  of  British 
subjects  in  Buenos  Ayres. 

I  will  add,  in  conclusion,  that  neither  through  the  medium  of  the  public  newspapers, 
nor  through  any  other  source,  have  I  been  able,  so  far,  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  Smith,  the  two  persons  referred  to  in  my 
previous  communication  ;  nor  do  I  know  what  has  become  of  their  property,  which 
must  have  been  left  abandoned  at  the  time,  and  which  I  am  specially  called  upon  to 

take  charge  of.  ,    ,.     ^  i.       i, 

I  am  vour  excellency  s  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

FRANK  PARISH. 
To  his  Excellency  Dr.  D.  Antonio  E.  Mai.avkr, 

MittisUr  of  (iorernment  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres.  • 
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No.  19. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Clapp.  • 

No.  8.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  19,  1872. 

Sir  :  This  Department  has  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  forebodings 
of  many,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war  against  President  Lopez,  of  Par- 
aguay, that  the  allies  would  extinguish  an  independent  government, 
thereby  absorbing  the  territory  of  that  republic,  are  about  to  be  real- 
ized. 

We  have  not  information  fidl  or  explicit  enough  to  warrant  a  defini- 
tive opinion,  but  it  is  understood  that  Brazil  has  already  asserted  a 
claim  to  a  considerable  part  of  the  territory  of  which  Paraguay  held 
possession  prior  to  the  war. 

It  is  believed  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that  Para- 
guay should  not  lose  its  independence  or  its  territory,  but  should,  prof- 
iting by  the  experience  of  the  past,  endeavor  in  the  future  to  maintain 
a  really  republican  government  over  that  region,  which,  if  peace  should 
not  be  interrupted,  must,  from  the  vast  natural  resources  there,  become 
an  important  country  in  that  quarter,  and  a  bulwark  against  encroach- 
ment from  any  of  its  neighbors. 

You  will  keep  the  Department  fully  apprised  of  anything  which  may 
take  place  in  relation  to  this  important  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Ko.  20. 

Mr.  Glapp  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  13.]  '  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  Ayres,  June  4, 1872.  (Received  July  22.) 
Sir  :  The  statement  which  I  made  in  my  dispatch,  No.  5,  on  informa- 
tion which  I  supposed  to  be  entirely  reliable,  that  Brazil  has,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  cession  of  the  territory  north  of  the  river  Apa,  re- 
leased Paraguay  from  all  financial  claims  on  account  of  the  late  war, 
proves  to  be  incorrect.  On  the  contrary,  she  has  secured  in  the  recent 
treaty  an  acknowledgment  of  indemnity  due  for  her  expenses,  which 
evidently  amounts  to  a  perpetual  mortgage  on  the  territory  and  inde- 
l)endence  of  Paraguay. 
I  am,  &c., 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP. 


No.  21. 

Mr^  Clapp  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  15.]  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  AyreSj  June  12,  1872,    (Received  July  26.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  dispatch  ^ 
from  the  Department  of  State,  No.  8,  bearing  date  April  19^  1872,  di-- 
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recting  me  to  keep  the  Department  fully  apprised  of  anything  which 
may  take  place  iu  relsition  to  the  apprehended  designs  of  Brazil  and  the 
Argentine  Repitblic  to  appropriate  portions  of  the  territory  of  Para- 
guay, and  thereby  endangering  its  independence.  Since  sending  dis- 
patch No.  5,  beaiing  date  February  13, 1872, 1  have  learned  nothing  of, 
importance  bearing  upon  this  subject  until  within  the  last  week. 

I  have  just  obtained,  and  send  to  the  Department  of  State  by  this 
mail,  an  appendix  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Argentine  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  containing  the  recent  correspondence  of  this  republic 
with  the  government  of  Brazil  on  the  Paraguayan  question.  I  also 
send  a  condensed  translation,  cut  from  the  Standard,  of  the  principal 
dispatch  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  report,  which,  although 
very  defective,  gives  some  idea  of  its  import  This  dispatch  of  Minis- 
ter Tejedor,  dated  April  27, 1872,  to  which,  I  am  informed,  no  answer 
has  yet  been  received,  makes  several  specific  and  very  grave  allegations 
against  the  government  of  Brazil,  of  violating  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance  made  at  Buenos  Ayres  at  the  beginning  of  the  Paraguayan 
war. 

It  is  a  very  common  belief  here  that  Brazil  encouraged  the  Para- 
guayan government  to  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  claims  of  this  republic 
to  the  territory  of  the  Grand  Chaco,  although  she  had  distinctly  acknowl- 
edged and  agreed  to  sustain  these  claims  in  an  article  of  the  above- 
mentioned  treaty  of  alliance.  It  is  also  very  evident  that  under  the 
conditions  of  the  recent  treaty  with  Brazil  the  independence  of  Paraguay 
is  little  more  than  a  myth.  She  has  surrendered  all  the  territory  that 
Brazil  claims  that  is  of  any  value.  She  ha«  acknowledged  an  indebted- 
ness to  Brazil  of  a  war  indemnity  of  an  amount  that  is  probably  twice 
as  large  as  the  total  value  of  property  in  all  of  Paraguay,  which  is  equiv- 
;alent  to  a  practical  mortgage  on  her  existence  as  a  nation  which  can  be 
foreclosed  at  the  pleasure  of  Brazil.  She  has  accepted  a  virtual  pro- 
tectorate, in  that  Brazil  guarantees  the  maintenance  of  her  present  gov- 
ernment for  a  term  of  years,  and  agrees  to  maintain  an  army  in  Paraguay 
tf(»r  that  purpose. 

As  to  the  probability  of  a  war  resulting  between  Brazil  and  this 
republic  there  is  great  difference  of  opinion.  Ex-President  General 
Bartolom^  Mitre  has  been  appointed  on  a,  special  mission  to  Brazil.  In 
an  interview  which  I  had  with  him  last  evening  he  expressed  great  con- 
fidence that  the  differences  would  be  peacefully  arranged,  and  that 
Brazil  would  make  good  all  the  obligations  that  she  had  undertaken  in 
the  treaty  of  alliance.  Still,  considering  the  extreme  nature  of  those 
obligations  in  contrast  with  her  action  in  the  matter  of  the  Paraguayan 
treaty,  her  supposed  encouragement  to  Paraguay  to  resist  the  claims  of 
the  Argentine  Republic  to  the  Grand  Chaco,  and  the  very  strong  allega- 
tions of  Dr.  Tejedoi^s  published  dispatches,  it  appears  that  she  is  placed 
in  an  exceedingly  equivocal  position. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  one  object  of  Brazil  in  sust^iining  the  claim 
•of  Paraguay  to  the  Chaco  is  to  prevent  the  execution  of  a  project  which 
has  been  laid  before  the  Argentine  and  Bolivian  governments  for  con- 
structing a  railroad  from  Bolivia  through  that  wilderness  to  the  banks 
of  the  Paraguay,  thus  destroying  the  monopoly  which  she  enjoys  of  the 
tropical  productions  of  the  valley  of  the  La  Plata.  It  has  also  been 
suggested  to  me  by  persons  whom  I  understand  to  be  familiar  with  the 
views  of  this  government  that  Brazil  regards  with  much  anxiety  the 
fprobable  course  that  may  be  taken  by  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
recent  change  of  Brazilian  representatives  between  Washington  and  Bue- 
nos Ayres  had  in  view  the  presence  at  Washington  of  a  gentleman  who 
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'Was  tboroughly  acquainted  with  a£fairs  of  the  river  Plate  conutries.  I 
am  couvinced  by  this,  and  by  remarkjs  made  by  General  Mitre  in  the 
interview  of  last  evening,  at  least  that  this  government  is  very  anxious 
to  have  the  moral  support  of  the  United  States  in  the  present  emergency. 
As  to  the  nature  of  the  territory  of  the  Grand  Chaco  I  respectfully  refer 
to  my  dispatch  No.  5,  of  the  13th  of  last  February. 

As  to  the  justice  of  the  Argentine  claim,  Paraguay  took  no  part  in  the 
war  of  independence.  Her  independence  was  never  acknowledged  by 
the  viceroyalty  of  Spain  nor  by  the  South  American  republics  until  a 
very  late  date;  and  was  only  obtained  by  the  isolated  and  peculiar  po- 
sition of  her  territory,  situated  between  the  Paraguay  and  Parana 
Rivers. 

Bolivia  and  the  Argentine  Republic  claimed,  and  apparently  estab- 
lished, their  claim  to  the  whole  of  the  right  bank  of  the  Paraguay  by 
their  long  and  successful  war  with  Spain,  but  have  never  agreed  on  a 
boundary-line. 

Under  the  viceroyalty  Jesuit  missions  were  established  in  the 
Chaco;  but  they  have  long  since  disappeared.  The  elder  Lopez  estab- 
lished a  French  colony  at  Ville  Occidental.  This  was  protested  against 
by  both  President  Urquiza  and  Bolivia ;  but  they  were  not  in  a  position 
to  enforce  their  claims. 

Senor  Benites,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Paraguay,  is  now  in  this 
city  on  a  special  mission,  of  the  nature  and  probable  results  of  which 
I  have  received  no  information.  In  an  interview  with  him  I  took  occa- 
sion to  speak  of  the  earnest  good  wishes  of  the  United  States  for  the 
future  welfare  of  Paraguay,  and  said  that  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  any 
facts  with  reference  to  the  recent  treaty  made  with  Brazil  and  other 
matters  connected  therewith,  with  a  view  of  communicating  the  infor- 
mation to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  taking  care  to  explain  that 
my  remarks  were  entirely  unofficial.  Seiior  Benites  replied  that,  al- 
though he  might  expect  that  the  United  States  minister  would  com- 
municate with  his  Government  upon  a  matter  of  this  nature,  he  would 
nevertheless,  with  much  pleasure,  explain  the  views* of  his  government 
in  an  unofficial  manner.  He  was  much  pleased  with  the  friendly  interest 
of  the  United  States  Government  toward  his  unfortunate  country.  He 
and  his  government  had  always  considered  the  United  States  as  their 
l>est  friend ;  that  some  cession  of  territory  had  already  been  made  to 
Brazil,  viz,  that  portion  north  of  the  river  Apa,  which,  however,  was 
comparatively  worthless;  that  this  cession  had  been  made  because  the 
demands  of  Brazil  could  not  be  opposed  by  Paraguay  in  her  present 
condition;  but  that  it  does  not  in  the  least  affect  her  independence  as  a 
republic. 

With  regard  to  the  Grand  Chaco,  he  said  that  it  had  always  belonged 
to  Paraguay,  and  that  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Argentine  Repub- 
lie  to  wrest  it  irom  her  would  not  be  submitted  to,  as  it  would  seriously 
affect  her  independence.  He  spoke  with  much  feeling  and  eloquence 
upon  the  subject  of  the  late  war,  by  which  his  country  had  been  ruined, 
dwelling  principally  upon  the  fact  that  a  sister  republic  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  matter,  and  had  leagued  with  an  empire  to  crush  Para- 
guay. 

Senor  Benites  is  certainly  mistaken  in  his  statement  that  the  Argen- 
tine Republic  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  late  wfitr. 

Brazil  had  been  for  a  long  time  endeavoring  to  induce  her  to  join  in 
declaring  war,  but  Viscount  Paranhos,  the  Brazilian  envoy,  who  had 
come  here  for  that  purpose,  had  completely  failed  in  his  mission,  and 
had  returned  to  Rio^  when  the  news  of  the  seizure  of  the  Argentine^ 
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Steamers  and  the  invasion  of  the  province  of  Corrientes  by  Lopez,  with- 
out previous  intimation  of  war,  forced  this  republic  to  make  the  alli- 
ance with  Brazil. 

I  trust  that  the  Department  will  not  consider  that  I  have  transcended 
my  duty  in  seeking  this  unofficial  interview  with  the  Paraguayan  min- 
ister. 

A  memorandum  of  our  conversation  has  been  forwarded  to  Hon.  John 
L.  Stevens,  at  Montevideo. 

1  have  made  every  effort  in  my  power  to  obtain  reliable  information, 
and  shall  not  fail  to  keep  the  Department  advised  of  everything  of 
importance  that  may  occur,  before  the  arrival  of  a  minister  resident. 
I  am,  &c., 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP. 


.    [IncloHure  with  dispatch,  No.  15.] 

Buenos  Ayres,  April  27 y  1872. 

Mr.  Minister  :  Your  note  of  February  3  only  reached  nie  on  the  23d  of  said  mouth, 
exphiining  the  reasons  of  the  separate  treaty  by  your  minister  at  Asuncion. 

Your  note  of  March  22,  in  reply  to  mine  of  February  15,  suttered  a  still  <;reater  delay. 
Both  have  caused  my  government  a  painful  impression.  In  the  first  you  forg»3t  the 
protocols  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  seek  to  repel  newspaper  criticism  by  trying  to  justify 
separate  treaties,  not  only  for  limits  but  for  matters  of  mutual  interest.  We  might,  if 
we  chose,  pass  over  the  first  note  without  discussion,  but  that  it  serves  to  explain  the 
course  of  the  dispute.  Let  me  trace  the  same  in  that  spirit  of  friendship  which  becomes 
the  representatives  of  two  nations,  until  recently  united  in  defense  of  their  honor  and 
right. 

The  history  of  broken  treaties  is  nothing  new  in  the  world,  but  the  triple  alliance 
compact  seemed  so  clear  as  to  preclude  one-sided  interpretation,  the  commencing 
clauses,  from  the  first  to  the  seventh  articles,  being  of  a  transitory  nature,  but  all  the 
rest  permanent.  The  stipulations  regarding  the  war  were  to  cease  with  it,  and  up  to 
Article  7  no  shadow  of  doubt  could  arise ;  the  first  seven  articles,  being  purely  of  an 
oliensive  alliance,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Argentine  government  never  hositateil,  even 
when  fortune  was  against  us,  our  treasury  empty,  and  strong  opposition  rising  up, 
which  might  have  well  excused  us  if  we  entertained  an  idea  of  retiring  from  the  con- 
test and  leaving  our  allies  to  themselves.  But  the  succeeding  ten  articles  have  no 
reference  to  the  war,  but  to  subsequent  contingencies,  and  imply  collective  fulfillment. 

Articles  8  and  9  stipulates  that  the  allies  [not  one  only]  shall  respect  the  sovereignty 
and  territorial  integrity  of  Paraguay  for  five  years. 

Article  11  says,  that  the  allies  shall  arrange  among  themselves,  after  the  overthrow 
of  Lopez,  such  measures  as  may  insure  the  free  navigation  of  the  Paranti  and  Para- 
guay. 

Article  12  reserves  for  the  allies  to  settle  such  steps  as  may  insure  peace  with  Para- 
guay hereafter. 

Article  13  declares  that  the  allies  shall  duly  appoint  plenipotentiaries  to  conclude 
treaties  and  conventions  with  the  new  government  of  Paraguay. 

Article  14  stipulates  that  the  allies  shall  make  Paraguay  paj*^  the  cost  of  the  war. 

Article  16  says  that  the  allies,  to  prevent  troubles  on  the  question  of  limits,  are 
entitled  to  require  the  Paraguayan  government  to  conclude  with  the  respective  allied 
powers  definitive  treaties  of  frontiers  on  the  ba«es  herein  laid  down. 

Article  17  guarantees  the  allies  mutually  that  the  treaties  and  conventions  concluded 
with  Paraguay  shall  be  faithfully  fulfilled,  until  which  event  the  alliance  is  to  stand  in 
all  its  vigor. 

Article  17  further  engages  that,  if  the  Paraguayan  government  fail  to  carry  out  its 
agreement  with  any  ot  the  allies,  the  others  shall  lend  their  forces  to  oblige  the  fulfill- 
ment. 

Article  15  stipulates  that  the  allies  shall  determine  by  special  convention  the  mode 
of  paying  for  Paraguay.     • 

Article  8  says  that  Paraguay  must  not  demand  the  protectorate  of  any  of  the  allies. 

Article  10  expresses  that  any  concessious  from  the  government  of  Paraguay  must  be 
common  to  all  the  allies. 

You  say  it  is  absurd  to  supjwse  that  Brazil  should  have  to  ratify  atreaty  of  limits 
between  this  republic  and  Paraguay,  or  vm  verm.  igitized  by  GoOqIc 
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The  objection  of  absurdity  can  have  no  weight  against  written  compacts.  Meantime 
the  allianct»-treaty  wjis  ratitied  by  all  the  k^gislatnres  and  goverumcnits,  and  the  limits 
therein  expressed.  The  protocols  of  Buenos  Ayres  made  the  conventions  about  limits 
separate  acts,  but  stipulated,  as  your  note  confesses,  that  the  allies  were  to  proceed  of 
accord,  either  separately  or  conjointly. 

You  say  that  our  plenipotentiary  wanted  the  allied  governments  to  maintain  that 
the  territory  expressed  in  Article  16  belonged  to  this  republic  before  arranging  with 
Paraguay.  This  is  not  correct,  but  when  your  envoy,  without  rhyme  or  reason,  de- 
manded a  revision  of  the  protocols,  the  Oriental  minister,  and  then  the  Brazilian,  said 
the  alliance  had  nothing  to  say  with  the  definitive  treaties.  Dr.  Quintana  found  it 
impossible  to  make  his  views  prevail,  and  retired. 

All  our  envoy  had  wanted  was  to  carry  out  the  alliance  treaty  unaltered.  Neither 
i.s  it  true  that  we  delayed  the  treaties  two  years ;  after  the  conferences  of  Buenos  Ayres 
the  unexpected  absence  of  the  Brazilian  minister  caused  the  dela3^  We  were  always 
ready  to  accede  to  any  invitation  on  your  part,  even  when  the  war  of  Entre  Rios  was 
ou  our  shoulders.  Nor  did  we  want  you  to  impose  our  limits  on  Paraguay-,  nor  to  shut 
out  Bolivian  pretensions,  but  merely  to  recognize  the  obligations  of  the  triple  alliance, 
which  Were  then  for  the  first  time  questioned.  Any  dispute  with  Bolivia  was  quite  a 
matter  for  ourselves.  Where,  then,  was  the  diflSculty  about  admitting  Dr.  Quiutana's 
request  f 

But  the  spirit  of  your  note  is  the  most  painful  of  all;  forgetful  of  the  alliance  and 
onr  common  triumph,  you  think  Paraguay  justified  in  attaching  importance  to  the 
Chaco  limits.  As  yet  we  had  no  complaint  from  Bolivia,  but  you,  our  ally,  officiously 
tell  us  of  her  claims  and  side  against  your  ally  of  yesterday. 

As  regards  your  note  of  March  22,  it  is  well  to  remind  you  that  national  sympathies 
have  no  fixed  date. 

The  battle  of  Ituzain^o  did  not  make  ns  enemies  forever,  nor  the  overthrow  of  Rosas 
allies.  But  the  triple  alliance  was  a  pledge  of  confidence  between  us,  for  the  infiueuce 
of  battles  lost  or  won. 

You  say  it  was  notorious  that  the  Chaco  question  would  prevent  a  definitive  treaty, 
but  this  does  not  appear  from  any  document. 

The  agreement  of  June  20,  1870,  in  Buenos  Ayres,  applies  equally  to  Brazilian  or  Ar- 
gentine limits  with  Paraguay.  You  had  your  question  of  limits  with  Paraguay  pend- 
ing since  18.56,  and  now  you  wind  it  up  all  of  a  sudden. 

The  secret  of  this  miracle  is  that  you  had  3,000  men  in  Paraguay  territory,  backed 
by  a  strong  fleet.  It  was  neither  loyal  nor  noble  of  you  to  leave  out  in  the  cold  the 
ally  who  was  in  the  same  position  as  yourself,  but  without  the  army  and  fleet. 

You  have  questions  of  limits  pending  with  all  the  republics  around  you,  whereas  we 
are  so  conciliatory-  that  our  patience  with  our  neighbors  amounts  to  longanimity. 

You  talk  of  your  generosity  to  Paraguay  in  ceding  your  claim  to  the  territory 
between  the  Igurey  and  the  Igatemy,  which  the  alliance- treaty  gave  you;  but  it  never 
was  yours  by  right,  and  always  belonged  to  Paraguay.  And  how  do  you  know  but 
we  should  have  made  concessions  to  Paraguay  likewise,  if  the  negotiations  were  pro- 
ceeded with  f 

You  say  the  alliance  remains,  but  do  you  mean  for  the  purposes  only  of  the  war  ? 
The  treaty  shows  there  are  also  purposes  which  should  have  maintained  us  united 
until  a  definitive  treaty. 

Now,  you  make  a  distinction  between  bases  and  their  development  which  seems 
fntile.  You  offer  us  the  faculty  to  make  separate  treaties  with  Paraguay,  which  you 
will  guarantee,  but  we  do  not  want  your  guarantee.  If  the  alliance  cannot  make 
good  our  rights,  the  republic  has,  herself,  suflicient  power  to  enforce  them. 

The  separate  treaty  is  an  infraction  of  the  whole  alliance-treaty,  and  your  occupa- 
tion of  Paraguay  after  the  treaty  is  a  violation  of  the  protocols  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
besides  being  a  permanent  cause  of  jealousy  which,  sooner  or  later,  must  end  in  war. 

In  the  conierence  at  Buenos  Ayres  it  was  agreed,  "  When  peace  is  restored  the 
Argentines  and  Brazilians  shall  evacuate  Paraguay  in  three  months." 

We  only  kept  a  small  guard  at  Asuncion  ;  you  had  an  army  and  navy,  besides  able 
diplomat ibts  resident  there,  who  had  bought  up  the  local  papers. 

You  stipulated  for  Paraguay  to  pay  you  your  war  expenses;  how,  then,  are  we  to  be 
paid?  Article  15  of  the  alliance  said  we  were  to  arrange  this  by  previous  convention. 

Meantime  we  trust  in  the  wisdom  and  moderation  of  your  cabinet  yet  to  come  to  an 
arrangement,  as  we  should  regret  to  see  the  alliance  knocked  on  the  head  after  so 
many  common  glories. 

You  ask  us  whether  tho  allies  are  expected  again  to  make  war  on  unhappy  Para- 
guay if  our  pretensions  be  ignored?  But  your  compassion  for  that  country  is  some- 
thing new,  since  you  persistently  refused  to  forego,  as  we  suggested,  any  claim  against 
Paraguay  for  the  cost  of  the  war. 

What  is  the  desert  of  the  Chaco  in  value,  compared  to  the  enormous  sum  that  you 
hav«  obliged  Paraguay  to  recognize  as  war  expenses  ? 

You  profess  to  wish  to  uphold  the  alliance,  and  when  passing  through  this~city  vpiii 
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bad  two  conferences  with  me,  and  were  so  entbnsiastic  as  to  say  that  the  arrangement 
I  proposed  should  be  carried  out,  even  though  an  adverse  dispatch  came  from  Rio 
Janeiro.  Yet  the  Asuncion  treaty  was  ratified  in  Brazil  seventeen  days  after  your 
arrival.  It  would  be  hypocrisy  on  our  part  were  we  to  conceal  the  profound  grief 
your  note  causes  us,  or  accept  your  explanations  as  satisfactory.  The  alliance- treaty 
is  at  stake.  We  expect  your  frank  concurrence  to  uphold  it,  in  return  for  our  loyalty 
to  it  during  seven  years.  But  if  the  death-knell  of  the  alliance  has  been  rung,  we  still, 
have  confidence  that  the  future  will  always  be  favorable  to  those  nations,  weak  or 
strong,  which  never  depart  from  the  strict  line  of  duty,  at  the  promptings  of  self-in- 
terest. 

Permit  me  to  renew  my  assurances. 

CARLOS  TEJEDOR. 

The  FoREiON  Affairs  Minister, 

Bio  Janeiro. 


No.  22. 

Mr.  Clapp  to  Mr.  Htmier. 

No.  19.]  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  AyreSj  Atigust  10, 1872.    (Received  September  23.) 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  an  event  of  very  great  interest  in  the 
history  of  the  Spanish  republics  of  South  America. 

On  the  27th  day  of  July  the  national  and  provincial  governments 
celebrated  the  completion  and  opening  of  the  transandine  telegraph, 
which  now  connects  the  Argentine  Eepublic  and  Chili. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate  the  importance  of  this  achieve- 
ment. It  is  an  evidence  of  the  progress  that  this  republic  is  making  at 
the  present  time,  and  a  forerunner  by  but  a  few  years,  as  I  can  confi- 
fidently  believe,  of  a  railroad  over  the  same  route,  and  of  a  telegraphic 
line  that  will  connect  Buenos  Ayres  with  the  United  States  and  with 
Europe. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that,  in  the  addresses  of  his  excellency  Presi- 
dent Sarmiento  and  others  on  this  occasion,  there  was  a  generous  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  indebtedness  of  this  country,  and  of  Chili,  and 
of  South  America,  to  William  Wheelwright,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States^  not  only  for  their  first  telegraph,  their  first  railroad,  their  first 
line  of  steamers,  and  their  first  discovery  and  use  of  South  American 
jcoal,  but  also  to  him  more  than  any  other  man  for  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise that  is  now  spreading  a  net- work  of  telegraphs  and  railroads  over 
these  countries. 

I  inclose  brief  extracts  from  the  account  of  the  celebration,  given  by 
the  Standard  of  this  city:  also  the  telegiams  that  passed  between  this 
legation  and  the  United  States  legation  in  Chili. 

In  reply  to  some  unpremeditated  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
make,  the  president  referred  in  a  very  grateful  manner  to  the  memory 
of  Professor  Morse. 
I  am,  &c., 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP. 
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[Inolosnre  1.] 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  COMPLETION  OF  THE  TRANSANDINE  TELEGRAPH. 

[From  the  Daily  Standard  of  Buenos  Ayres  of  July  98, 1872.] 

TELEGRAPH  TO  CHILL— OFFICIAL  INAUGURATION. 

Yesterday  witnessed  the  snccessfal  tennination  of  the  transandine  telegraph-wires, 
the  works  of  which  were  hegun  in  November,  1870,  at  Villa  Maria.  The  Standard  was 
the  only  Bnenoe  Ayres  journal  which  was  represented  at  Villa  Maria,  and  it  has  now  been 
the  first  to  receive  a  telegram  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic.  Some  days  ago  we 
aUnded  to  the  importance  of  this  enterprise,  the  benefits  it  is  destined  to  confer  on 
trade,  and  the  debt  of  gratitude  wliich  Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres  owe  to  the  Anglo- 
Argento-Chilian  entrepreneur$f  Messrs.  Clark.  Since  the  oomplelion  of  the  Atlantic 
cable  and  the  Pacific  Railroad,  this  is  the  greatest  event  which  has  occurred  on  the 
American  continent,  and  President  Sarmiento  rightly  appreciated  its  magnitude  by  de- 
claring the  dav  a  public  holiday,  and  holding  a  grand  celebration  at  the  government- 
house,  to  which  the  high  officials,  foreign  envoys,  and  leading  men  of  our  city  were 
invited. 

In  the  interval  before  the  gathering  of  the  distinguished  company,  at  the  place  which 
the  old  Spaniards  used  to  call  the  Fort,  (in  those  days  before  Franklin  stole  the  light- 
ning from  the  skies,  to  ]i>e  one  day  a  messenger  for  man's  uses,)  we  had  occasion  to  call 
to  mind  the  wonderful  career  of  electric-telegraph  science  in  modern  days.  Twenty 
years  ago  it  was  in  its  infancy,  and  now  it  forms,  as  it  were,  the  nervous  system  of  the 
universe,  overspreading  lands  the  most  remote,  and  everywhere,  like  the  morning  star, 
heralding  the  light  of  progress.  At  present  it  is  calculated  fhat  one  hundred  thousand 
miles  of  telegraph  are  being  laid  down  annually,  being  ten  times  as  great  a  develop- 
ment as  is  observed  in  railways. 

President  Sarmiento  is  talking  to  Mr.  Wheelwright,  having  just  shaken  hands  with 
Mr.  Clark.  In  a  group,  between  the  windows  overlooking  Paseo  Julio,  are  Minister 
T^edor  and  sundry  foreign  ministers  and  consuls,  on  the  best  terms  imaginable. 

The  band  is  playing,  on  the  azotea,  Argentine  and  Chilian  airs,  while  we  wait  for  a 
reply  from  beyond  the  Andes. 

Time  hangs  heavily.  Now  and  then  President  Sarmiento  takes  a  turn  up  or  down 
the  room,  and  casts  a  look  at  the  full-length  portrait  of  Bernardino  Rivadavia.  At  last 
Minister  Avellaneda  reads  the  following  dispatch  which  he  has  just  sent  to  V.  McKenna, 
intendente  of  Santiago,  on  the  part  of  the  Fresident: 

"  The  fraternal  salutation  which  we  send  yon  to-day  from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic, 
across  the  pampas  and  over  the  giant  Andes,  awakens  an  echo  on  the  Pacific  sea-board, 

**  It  seems  a  prodigy,  and  is  yet  only  an  event  in  the  life  of  these  two  nations. 

^  Let  us  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  lived  to  see  this  happy  day.  Domingo 
Sarmiento  salutes  his  fnend  McKenna.'' 

Presidsni  Errazuriz  to  President  Sarmiento : 

"  In  my  own  name  and  that  of  Chili  I  salute  your  excellency  and  the  Argentine 
nation  on  the  inauguration  of  the  teleg^ph  which  now  unites  us. 

"  Receive  my  most  ardent  wishes  that  the  links  of  brotherhood  may  be  drawn  closer 
and  closer,  and  both  countries  may  advance  in  prosperity.'' 

Bishop  Aneiroa  to  the  ArchlHshop  of  Chili : 

^*  I  hail  this  great  day  and  beg  ^ou  will  bless  the  line,  as  I,  your  unworthy  brother, 
do  here,  with  tSl  the  fervor  of  reugion  and  enthusiasm  for  American  progress.'' 

As  soon  as  the  champagne  was  uncorked  President  Sarmiento  gave  a  toast  to  the 
union  of  the  two  republics,  and  alluded  to  Mr.  Wheelwright,  who  sat  near  him,  as  the 
constructor  of  the  nrst  telegraph-line  in  Chili,  under  the  Moutt  administration. 

Dr.  Velez  Sarsfield  gave  the  health  of  both  houses  of  congress,  which  provided  the 
funds  for  telegraph  enterprises. 

We  have  not  space  for  the  brilliant  speeches  of  Dr.  Rawson,  Minister  Avellaneda, 
and  the  Chilian  minister.  The  first-named  speaker  associated  the  names  of  the  Argen- 
tine hero,  San  Martin,  the  great  Hiberno-Cnilian  statesman,  O'Higgins ;  be  made  a 
brilliant  peroration  on  the  advantages  of  telegraphs,  and  said  that  but  for  the  Atlantic 
cable  we  should  have  seen  a  war  on  the  Alabama  claims.  Minister  Avellaneda's  dis- 
course summed  up  in  these  words:  "The  Andes  are  no  more." 

The  American  charge  d'affaires,  Mr.  Dexter  Clapp,  gave  the  following  toast : 

''To  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  to  his  excellency 
the  minister  of  the  republic  of  Chili. 

"I beg  pardon,  seHores,  that  I  am  not  able  to  speak  with  facility  the  Spanish  lan-^ 
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gnage,  but  I  wish,  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  to  most 
sincerely  congratulate  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  the  republic  of  Chili,  on  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  grand  work  which  we  celebrate  to-day.  This  triumph  is  pecu- 
liarly significant  of  the  present  higher  era  of  civilization.  In  former  times  men  were 
governed  by  influences  that  came  fr<tm  below.  Brute  force,  base  passions,  and  intense 
seltishness  were  the  principal  powers  that  controlled  alike  social  and  political  life;  but 
in  the  better  time  on  which  we  have  come,  the  material  and  grosser  propensities  are 
subjected  to  those  that  are  higher  and  spiritual.  This  electric  fluid  that  comes  not 
from  below,  but  from  above,  that  is  so  ethereal,  so  spiritual,  and  that  now  binds 
together  the  two  great  republics  of  South  America,  is  a  beautiful  emblem  of  the  higher 
life  and  brighter  days  that  the  triumphs  of  science  and  humanity  are  bringing  to  man- 
kind ;  and  its  use  for  this  purpose  is  a  sure  prophecy  of  the  greatness  and  glory  that 
are  coming,  in  the  near  future,  to  the  Argentine  Republic." 

President  Sarmiento  replied,  with  a  flattering  allusion  to  Professor  Morse,  the  Ameri- 
can citizen  to  whom  telegraphy  owes  so  much,  aud  who  was  a  benefactor  to  mankind. 

The  celebration  then  concluded. 


TELEGRAM  FROM  CHILL 

The  United  States  legations. 

To  Dexter  E.  Clapp,  United  States  Charge  ^ Ajgfaires,  Buenos  Axfres: 

The  United  States  legation  in  Chili  sends  its  congratulations  to  the  United  States 
legation  in  the  Argentine  Bepublic,  and  cordially  joins  in  the  simultaneous  manifesta- 
tions of  rejoicing  now  being  exchanged  across  the  Andes,  between  the  sister  republics, 
in  honor  of  the  last  great  triumph  of  the  increasing  confraternity  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

O.  P.  ROOT. 


To  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Root,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

States  of  America  to  Chili: 
The  United  States  legation  to  the  Argentine  Republic  responds  with  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  congratulations  of  the  United  States  legation  in  Chili,  and  joins  in  the 
prayer  that  the  completion  of  the  transandine  telegraph  may  be  the  beginning  of  a 
bright  era  of  peace  aud  prosperity  to  the  two  great  republics  of  South  America. 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP. 


TRANSANDINE  TEI^GRAPH. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Hotel  Paix,  July  26, 1872. 

My  Dear  Sir:  While  I  hear  the  booming  of  guns,  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  re- 
joicing of  multitudes  on  this  eventful  day,  allow  me  to  ofter  you  my  warmest  congrat- 
ulations that  your  great  enterprise  has  been  crowned  with  success ;  that  the  populations 
of  the  east  and  west  are  thus  brought  together;  that  the  formidable  barrier  of  the 
Andes  has  thus  been  overcome,  and  this  republic  will  owe  you  an  eternal  debt  of  grat- 
itude for  this  immense  boon  you  have  just  conferred  upon  them. 

Accept  my  best  wishes. 

W.  WHEELWRIGHT. 

J.  Clark,  Esq. 


Mv  Dear  Sir:  I  feel  proud  in  receiving  your  warm  congratulations,  which  I  beg 
you  to  share  with  me,  for  the  happy  success  obtained  this  day. 

My  country,  Mr.  W.,  is  indebted  to  you  for  the  elements  of  progress  introduced  there 
since  1841. 

Not  only  steam-navigation,  railways,  gas  and  water  works,  coal-mines,  and  a  number 
of  other  works  introduced  by  you  have  flourished  in  Chili,  but  the  first  electric  tele- 
graph erected  in  South  America,  by  you,  in  Chili,  twenty-two  years  ago,  is  to-day 
extended  to  Buenos  Ayres,  thus  enabling  the  west  coast  to  salute  gratefully  the  illus- 
trious promoter  of  progress  on  both  sides  of  the  Andes. 

Accept,  therefore,  dear  sir,  my  congratulations,  aud  I  remain  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  CLARK. 

William  Wheelwright,  Esq.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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No.  23. 
Mr.  Clapp  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  20.]  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  A^res^  August  12, 1872.    (Received  September  23.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  excitement  caused  by  the 
anticipation  of  serious  trouble  between  the  Argentine  Eepublic  and 
Brazil,  on  which  I  dwelt  at  length  in  dispatches  Nos.  5  and  15,  has  in  a 
great  measure  subsided.  This  has  resulted  from  the  advices  of  the  very 
cordial  reception  accorded  by  the  government  of  Brazil  to  General  Mitre, 
the  special  envoy  of  this  republic.  It  is  true  that  reports  are  circulated 
that  under  all  the  apparent  cordiality  and  good  will,  there  are  most 
serious  disagreements,  and  that  General  Mitre  is  not  at  all  satisfied 
with  the  ground  taken  by  the  Emperor  and  his  ministers. 

Certsiin  papers  of  this  city  are  also  warning  the  country  that  the 
preseut  feeling  of  security  will  not  be  justified  by  the  result  of  the  ne- 
gotiations now  in  progress.  Still,  the  general  sentiment  is  that  Brazil 
does  not  desire  war,  and  that  some  satisfactory  arrangement  will  bo 
cousammated. 

I  am,  &c., 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP* 


No.  24. 

Mr.  Clapp  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
[Extract.] 

No.  21.]  United  States  Legation, 

Buenos  Ayres,  September  12,  1872.     (Received  October  22.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  perceptible  change  has.takea 
place  in  the  condition  of  affairs  as  respects  the  difficulty  between  the 
Argentine  Republic  and  Brazil.  Reports  as  to  the  success  of  the  mission 
of  General  Mitre  are  conflicting. 

I  stated  in  a  former  dispatch  that  a  portion  of  the  Grand  Chaco,  about 
which  more  than  any  other  matter  this  trouble  with  Brazil  has  arisen, 
is  claimed  by  the  republic  of  Bolivia.  Sefior  R.  Cordona  has  lately  ar- 
rived at  this  capital,  as  special  envoy  from  Bolivia,  for  the  settlement  of 

this  question.  . 

******* 

I  am,  &C.J 

DEXTER  E.  CLAPP. 
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No.  25. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  397.J  American  Legation, 

Vienna^  December  29, 1871.    (Received  January  24.) 

Sir:  I  attended  this  morning  the  formal  opening  of  the  Reichsrath 
by  the  Emperor  in  person,  and  1  append  a  translation  of  His  Majesty's 
speech  from  the  throne  to  the  members  of  the  two  houses.  Its  delivery 
was  constantly  interrupted  by  the  applause,  which  seemed  to  me  much 
more  spontaneous  and  hearty  than  on  the  two  similar  occasions  last  year 
and  the  year  preceding  at  which  I  have  assisted. 

Its  suggestions  seemed  to  indicate  upon  the  points  referred  to  a  rather 
definite  policy,  and  there  was  a  tone  of  cordiality,  reliance  on  the  co- 
operation of  the  Eeichsrath,  and  confidence  of  success,  which  made 
apparently  a  favorable  impression. 

Satisfaction  was  manifested  at  the  declaration  that  the  happy  devel- 
opment of  public  schools  was  a  condition  the  most  essential  to  the 
prosperity  and  progress  of  society,  and  to  the  reference  to  a  project  of 
law  rendered  necessary  by  the  abrogation  of  the  Concordat  to  regulate 
the  relations  of  the  church  to  the  schools. 

Among  the  other  projects  of  law  alluded  to,  were  those  for  the  per- 
fecting of  the  laudwehr  or  militia,  for  raising  the  salaries  of  all  civil  em- 
ployes of  the  governments,  who  have  recently  complained  loudly  that 
their  salaries  have  remained  unchanged,  while  the  cost  of  living  has 
enormously  increased. 

The  Emi)eror  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  any  part  of  his  people 
should  neglect  to  place  themselves  on  the  only  ground  where  it  was 
possible  to  come  to  an  understanding,  and  this  seemed  to  be  the  most 
distinct  reference  to  the  Bohemians,  who  have  been  so  completely  dis- 
appointed in  the  hopes  created  by  the  first  imperial  rescript  under  the 
ministry  of  Hohenwart.  He  appealed  to  the  national  spirit  of  Austria 
and  fraternal  feeling  for  the  accomplishment  of  her  great  mission. 

He  declared  that  her  peaceful  relations  with  all  foreign  powers  and 
the  present  state  of  Europe  were  favorable  to  the  task  of  internal  con- 
solidation, and  he  closed  with  a  peroration  which,  in  the  mouth  of  an 
Emperor  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg,  is  not  without  significance  in  its 
declaration  that  the  union  of  the  people  of  Austria  must  be  accom- 
plished in  accordance  with  the  fepirit  of  the  age  and  on  a  popular  basis. 

The  reception  of  the  speech  by  the  Tiennese  press  is  generally  favor- 
able, and  its  tone  is  regarded  as  calculated  to  soften  the  bitter  animosi- 
ties of  the  recent  past  by  the  idea  that  there  is  a  real  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  ministry  to  act  in  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  with  a  view  to  some 
reasonable  compromise  in  the  future. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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[Inclosare. — Tranalatioii.l 

Speech  of  the  Emperor  before  both  houses  of  the  Reichsrath  upon  the  opening  at  the  palace 

December  28, 1871. 

Honored  Gbntlemen  of  both  hocses  op  the  Reichsrath  :  While  I  behold  you, 
in  conscientious  obedience  to  my  call  and  to  your  duty,  assembled  around  my  throne 
for  the  commencement  of  a  new  period  of  constitutional  e£fective  action,  I  bid  yon 
welcome  and  offer  my  imperial  greeting. 

Animated  by  the  desire  to  bring  all  races  of  my  empire  to  efficient  co-operation  in  the 
general  constitutional  existence,  1  have  repeatedly  expressed  m^  willingness  to  cheer- 
iuUt  examine  the  merit  of  every  suitable  demand.  My  disposition,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Reichsrath,  to  allow  the  extreme  concessions  consistent  with  the  unity  of  the 
Htate,  has,  however,  not  been  capable  of  producing  the  desired  internal  liarmony. 
While  the  crown  indicated  to  the  provinces  that  their  demands  were  to  be  tendered  in 
the  way  declared  under  the  constitution,  it  preserved  the  right  of  the  general  empire, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  peculiar  interests  of  the  individnal  kingdoms  and  provinces. 

My  government,  composed  of  men  who  possess  my  positive  confidence,  consider  it 
as  their  firat  charge  to  strengthen  the  constitutional  administration  of  Justice,  and  to 
assnre  to  the  laws  unqualified  obedience  in  all  departments  of  public  life.  In  tranquil 
performance  of  duty,  they  will  strive  to  efifect  that  the  constitution  take  firm  root, 
and  in  constant  development  proiluce  abundant  fruits. 

So  far  as  the  peculiar  relations  of  the  kingdom  of  Galicia  may  require  an  especial 
regard  to  its  legislation  and  management,  my  government  will  cheerfully  offer  its  aid. 
BO  as  to  fulfill  (but  within  the  limits  requisite  to  the  unity  and  power  of  the  general 
empire)  those  wishes  which  shall  be  appropriately  exhibited  in  the  convention  of  the 
imperial  representative  body,  and  thus  to  bring  this  matter  to  an  effectual  conclusion. 

Recent  events  have  naturally  proved  that  when  an  antonome  position  is  accorded  to 
the  Diets,  then  full  independence  must  thereby  be  assured  to  the  Reichsrath,  that  the 
representation  of  the  empire  shall  be  formed  in  an  independent  manner.  My  govern- 
ment will  zealously  endeavor  to  facilitate  the  immediate  embodying  of  the  intentions 
and  resolution  cherished  by  the  Austrian  empire  in  order  at  the  suitable  period,  and 
with  preservation  of  all  Justifiable  representative  interests,  to  realize  their  operation. 
Meanwhile  the  draught  of  a  law  will  be  submitted  to  you,  which  is  designed  to  effect- 
ually prevent  a  misuse  of  the  constitutional  electoral  mandate. 

I  recommend  to  you  particular  attention  as  regards  public  education,  the  advance  of 
which  is  one  of  the  most  essential  conditions  of  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  public 
economy. 

The  earnest  and  at  the  same  time  forbearing  execution  of  the  popular  school  laws, 
as  well  as  the  order  of  the  university  system,  will  form  one  of  the  most  iihportant  tasks 
of  my  government.  By  the  abolition  of  the  convention  made  with  the  Holy  Chair, 
breaches  have  been  occasioned  in  the  legislation  concerning  the  relations  between  the 
Catholic  Church  and  the  state  authority,  for  the  redress  of  which  my  government  will 
lay  before  you  suitable  propositions. 

It  wiU,  moreover,  be  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  my  government  to  zealously 
continue  and  bring  to  an  early  conclusion  the  great  works  of  legislation  which  concern 
civil  and  penal  procedure,  the  law  of  criminal  and  police  pnnisument,  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  and  the  regulation  of  the  state  attorneyship.  My  government  will, 
however,  also  give  attention  that,  during  the  time  which  shall  be  claimed  for  the  in- 
troduction and  finishing  of  the  greater  works  of  jurisprudence,  the  hand  of  reforma- 
tion shall  everywhere  be  used  where  defects  or  faults  appear,  such  as  may  be  irelieved 
by  distinct  measures. 

My  government  is  occupied  with  the  preparation  of  a  draught  of  law  upon  the 
extent  of  jurisdiction  and  the  creation  of  an  administrative  court  of  justice,  whereby 
a  regulation  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  state,  in  regard  to  the  judicial  power,  shall 
be  settled. 

In  addition  to  attention  to  the  increase  of  military  power,  by  means  of  a  firm  union 
of  the  moral  and  physical  force,  the  improvement  of  the  landwehr  will  especially 
interest  my  government,  in  order  to  bring  the  same  to  that  stage  of  development  at 
which  it  will  be  enabled  to  afford  the  most  efficient  assistance  to  the  regular  standing 
army. 

My  government  will  forthwith  lay  before  you  the  state  estimate  for  the  year  1872, 
on  the  threshold  of  which  we  are  standing,  and  will  carefully  attend  to  submit  in 
dae  time  the  next  state  estimate,  in  order  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  studiedly 
examine  the  same,  that  thereby  uniformity  may  be  introduced  into  the  current  of 
business  life. 

Various  draughts  of  laws  will  be  submitted  to  yon,  which  have  reference' to  the 
maintenance  of  public,  economical,  and  commercial  interests,  to  the  prosperity  of  trade 
as  well  as  to  the  protection  and  demands  of  labor. 

The  pecuniary  condition  of  public  officials  forms  a  subject  of  the  especial  attention 
of  my  government.    My  government  is  occupied  with  the  production  of^lans  which 
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have  the  object  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  this  class,  so  important  in  the  existence 
of  the  state.  Equally  will  ray  government  give  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  lower  clergy,  so  far  as  this  charge  falls  within  the 
sphere  of  action  of  the  state. 

Great  and  comprehensive  are  the  questions  which  you,  honored  gentlemen  of  both 
houses  of  the  Reichsrath,  are  called  to  settle  hand  in  hand  with  my  government.  Go  to 
work  with  fresh  courage  and  patriotic  feelings.  As  a  single  individual,  by  steadily- 
applied  labor,  obtains  for  himself  internal  content,  so  in  the  common  labor  of  the 
state  lie  the  surest  means  for  the  leveling  of  all  opposition  and  the  reconciliation  of 
all ,  parties. 

I  must,  therefore,  doubly  deplore  that  one  portion  of  the  population  neglects  to  tread 
upon  that  ground  whereon  alone  an  harmonious  understanding  may  be  attained.  To 
you,  however,  honored  gentlemen  assembled  around  me,  I  address  the  urgent  request 
to  consecrate  your  undivided  ability  to  the  proper  treatment  of  practical  questions — to 
the  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  moral  and  material  necessities  of  the  state.  The 
people  of  Austria  are  weary  of  political  contention ;  they  long  for  peace  and  order,  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  rii^hts  which  the  constitution  affords  to  all  in  ample  me:isure,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  fulhlling  in  fraternal  co-operation  tfie  great  mission  of  Austria. 

The  attitude  of  European  relations  is  in  a  high  degree  favorable  towards  fortifying 
our  internal  condition  of  affairs  upon  the  foundations  of  right  and  freedom.  With 
satisfaction  may  I  declare  that  my  friendly  relations  towards  foreign  powers  are  calcu- 
lated to  strengthen  the  hope  of  the  desired  universal  peace. 

With  courage  and  contidence,  old  Austrian  fidelity  and  love  of  country  in  our  hearts, 
our  united,  persevering  endeavors  will  succeed  in  finishing,  upon  popular  foundations,  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  great  work  of  unification  of  the  peoples  of 
Austria  begun  by  my  forefathers,  and  hereby  in  bringing  to  fulfillment  a  plan  which 
at  all  times  has  been  most  sacred  in  my  heart,  and  for  the  happy  comi)Ietion  of  which 
I  invoke  the  aid  of  Heaven. 


^o.  26. 

Mr,  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  402.]  AittERiCAN  Legation, 

Vienna^  January  13,  1872.    (Received  February  3.) 

Sir  :  I  advised  you  by  my  dispatch  No.  398,  of  the  1st  January,  of 
a  remark  made  to  me  by  the  Emperor,  expressing  his  hope  that  the 
United  States  would  be  represented  at  the  Grand  Exposition  at  Vienna, 
to  be  opened  in  1873,  and  of  my  reply,  that  I  hoped  Congress  would 
make  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

A  reply,  which  I  should  have  added,  was  induced  by  a  statement  in 
the  Vienna  papers^  which  appeared  to  come  from  an  official  source,  that 
you  had  assured  his  excellency  the  Baron  Lederer  that  you  would  rec- 
ommend the  exhibition  to  the  favorable  attention  of  Congress. 

I  have  since  received  from  the  Count  Andrassy  a  courteous  note, 
expressing  the  great  pleasure  with  which  the  imperial  and  roynl  govern- 
ment had  learned  from  their  legation  at  Washington  how  friendly  an 
interest  was  cherished  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the 
success  of  their  great  patriotic  work,  the  Universal  Exhibition  at 
Vienna. 

A  translation  of  this  note,  with  my  reply,  are  hereto  appended, 
(Appendices  I  and  II.) 

I  am  inclined  to  regard  the  project  as  one  not  only  of  importance  to 
Austria-Hungary,  in  a  political  as  well  as  an  industrial  point  of  view, 
but  as  one  of  no  little  interest  to  the  United  States  in  the  opportunity 
it  will  aftbrd,  for  the  first  time,  of  introducing  American  manufactures 
to  the  people  of  Eastern  Europe  and  Western  Asia,  and  of  opening  new 
markets  which  may  prove  of  value. 

I  have,  &c., 

Digitizec  JOHN  JAY. 
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[Inclosure  1  .—Translation.  ] 
The  Caunt  Andrassy  to  Mr,  Jay, 

ViENXA,  January  7, 1872. 

The  minister  for  foreign  affairs  has,  from  a  report  of  the  Anstro-Hnngarian  legation 
in  Washington,  observed  with  great  pleasure  how  friendly  an  interest  is  cherished  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  success  of  our  great  patri- 
otic work,  the  Vienna  World  Exposition. 

Inasmuch  as  it  has  not  failed  to  impress  me  that  these  favorably-disposed  feelings 
are  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  active  co-operation  manifested  by  the  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiarj',  John  Jay,  in  behalf  of  the  enterprise,  the  under- 
signed, minister  of  the  Imperial  house  and  for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  to  express 
the  most  sincere  thanks  of  the  imperial  and  royal  government,  and  solicits  that  his 
favorably-disposed  support  may  continue. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  envoy  the  assurance 
of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

ANDRASSY. 


flnclosnro  2.) 

Mr,  Jay  to  ih^  minister  of  the  imperial  liouse  and  for  foreign  affairs. 

American  Legatiox, 

Vienna,  January  9, 1872. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

/  45 
States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  most  courteous  note  („  v» 

7th  January)  of  his  excellency  the  Count  Andrassy,  minister  of  the  imperial  house  and 
of  forei^  affairs. 

In  this  note  his  excellency  expresses  the  great  pleasure  with  which  the  impenal 
royal  ministry  for  foreign  affairs  has  learned,  from  a  report  of  the  Austro-IIungariau 
legation  at  Washington,  of  the  friendly  interest  cherished  b^  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  ASierica  in  the  success  of  that  great  patnotic  work,  the  Universal 
Exposition  at  Vienna. 

His  excellency  kindly  ascribing  this  favorable  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Government  in  large  measure  to  the  co-operation  of  their  envoy  at  Vienna,  has  done 
the  undersigned  the  great  honor  of  expressing  to  him  the  thanks  of  the  imperial  royal 
government,  and  of  asking  for  his  contiuued  co  operation. 

If  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  accept  the  credit  so  generally  ascribed  to  him,  a 
credit  which  properly  belongs  to  the  Austro-Hungarian  envoy  at  Washington,  he  may 
say  with  trutn  that  his  excellency  has  rightly  appreciated  the  interest  with  which  he 
has  watched  the  admirable  organization  of  a  work  which  promises  so  mucii  for  science 
and  for  art,  for  peaceful  civilization,  and  popular  progress,  and  whose  beneficial 
influence  will  be  shared  not  only  by  the  people  of  Austria-Hungary,  but  by  the  world 
at  large. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  assure  his  excellency  that  it  will  always  afford  him 
the  sincerest  pleasure  to  do  whatever  lies  in  his  power  to  accomplish,  in  this  regard, 
the  favoring  wishes  of  the  President,  whose  friendly  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
Exposition  has  been  so  cordially  expressed  to  the  envoy  of  the  imperial  and  royal  gov- 
ernment. 

The  undersigned,  <&c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


No.  27. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Jay. 

No.  199.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  5,  1872. 

SiB :  I  have  to  apknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  402,  of  the  13tll 
ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  approaching  Exposition  at  Vienna.    In  reply,  I 
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have  to  state  that  the  subject  has  been  recommended  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  by  whom  it  is  regarded  with  favor,  but,  as  yet,  no 
appropriation  has  been  made  by  that  body. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Ko.  28. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  414.]  American  Legation, 

Vienna^  February  29, 1872.    (Received  March  22.) 
Sir:    On  calling  to-day  at  the  foreign  office,  this   being   Count 
Andrassy^s  day  for  receiving  the  diplomats,  I  found  that  his  excellency 
had  not  yet  returned  from  Pesth,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Von 

Hofmann. 

•  •••••• 

In  speaking  of  the  approaching  exhibition,  I  remarked  that  I  had 
heard  from  some  American  manufacturers  complaints  that  the  patent- 
law  of  Austria  did  not  always  afford  to  them  sufficient  protection,  and 
that  one  provision,  requiring  the  manufacture  of  the  article  patented 
to  be  commenced  in  the  Austrian  Empire  within  one  year  from  the  date 
of  the  patent,  operated  injuriously  upon  inventors  from  a  distance.  I 
alluded  also  to  an  article  in  the  "  Scientific  American,^  (December  23, 1871,) 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Vienna  Exhibition,  which  intimated  that  the 
trouble  and  litigation  to  which  this  law  had  given  rise  would  be  likely 
to  check  the  disposition  of  foreign  inventors  and  manufacturers  to 
bring  their  productions,  unless  the  government  proposed  to  award  them 
greater  secui-ity  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  patents. 

Mr.  Von  Hofmann  said  the  suggestion  was  one  which  was  of  great 
importance,  and  that  Baron  Schwartz,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Exposition,  with  the  fiillest  power,  would  certainly  appreciate  it,  and  he 
begged  me  to  write  a  note  upon  the  subject. 

I  said  that  I  was  not  sure  that  I  should  consider  it  my  place  to  sug- 
gest a  modification  in  their  laws,  upon  which  he  said  I  might  say  that 

I  wrote  at  his  suggestion. 

•  •••••• 

X  shall  be  glad  of  any  instruction  you  may  think  proper  to  give  me 
on  this  subject,  as,  without  instructions,  I  shall  hesitate  to  do  more  than 
to  communicate  to  the  Count  Andrassy  the  fact  that  such  complaints 
have  been  made  to  me,  and  to  send  him  a  copy  of  the  article  from  the 
"  Scientific  American,"  a  copy  of  which  I  hereto  append. 
I  am,  &;c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


[Inclosure.] 

[From  the  "jScientiflo  Amerioao,"  dated  December  23, 1871.] 

THE  GREAT  EXHIBITION  AT  VIENNA,  1873. 

'     We  published,  on  October  28th,  of  the  present  year,  the  announcement  of  the  ap- 
pointment, by  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  of  a  commission  to  arrange  for  holding  an  inter- 
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national  exhibition  at  Vienna,  in  1873 ;  and  on  November  18th  oar  readers  were  given 
some* further  information  on  the  subject,  and  some  suggestions  for  organizing  a  proper 
representation  of  American  genius  and  industry,  based  on  our  experience  gathered  in 
Paris,  London,  and  elsewhere.  The  Austrian  scheme  is  ^aduallj  getting  into  shape, 
the  form  and  dimensions  of  the  building  having  been  decided  upon.  A  building  3,000 
feet  in  length  and  660  in  width  is  to  be  erected ;  this  structure  will  be  crowned  with  a 
cnpola,  about  330  feet  in  diameter.  This  will  be  finished  by  October  1, 1872.  A  sepa- 
rate building  will  be  provided  for  exhibiting  machinery  in  motion,  and  another  for  the 
works  of  art.  The  novel  features  in  the  arrangements  have  been  submitted  by  us  to 
public  approval,  and  it  now  remains  for  the  manufacturers,  inventors,  and  scientists  of 
the  United  States  to  decide  upon  their  course  of  action. 

Constructors  and  patentees  who  have  introduced  their  inventions  in  European  coun- 
tries have  suffered  grievous  ill-treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Austrian  authorities, 
whose  regulations  on  the  subject  of  patents  are,  to  say  the  least,  not  formed  for  the 
protection  and  reward  of  foreign  talent  and  ingenuity.  One  most  vexatious  rule  is  that 
which  invalidates  a  patent  unless  the  article  be  manufactured  in  the  realm,  within 
twelve  months  from  tne  date  of  issue.  Now,  as  patents  are,  in  a  measure,  characterized 
by  t?he  locality  in  which  they  take  rise,  and  are  generally  most  economically  worked  in 
the  country  in  which  they  originate,  it  is  almost  equivalent  to  prohibition  to  enact 
that  the  locomotive  engines  of  Great  Britain,  the  telegraph  instruments  of  the  United 
8tates,  and  the  printed  muslins  of  France  shall  be  maoiufactured  on  Austrian  soil  within 
a  year  from  securing  the  patent,  and  is  a  preposterous  requirement,  which  ill  comports 
with  onr  liberal  system  of  grant iug  patents  to  their  subjects. 

But  worse  remains  to  be  told.  An  American  gentleman,  having  a  manufactory  at 
Vienna,  was  enabled  to  comply  with  this  obnoxious  rule ;  but  he  recently  had  a  taste 
of  Austrian  legal  administration.  He  had  obtained  a  patent  and  commenced  the  man- 
ufacture of  the  article  almost  simultaneously,  and  two  tnist worthy  and  credible  wit- 
nesses were  produced  to  prove  this  fact,  but  the  officials  deemed  their  affidavits  insuffi- 
cient, and  the  manufacturer  has  been  summoned  before  a  court  of  justice  to  prove  the 
introduction.  Such  hinderance  of  the  rights  of  foreigners  gives  rise  to  an  uncomfort- 
able suspicion  that  the  value  of  Austrian  patents  issued  to  Americans  and  other  for- 
eigners can  be  easily  escheated  to  the  benefit  of  the  Austrian  public.  The  inventor  in 
question  even  goes  further,  and  intimates  that  his  production,  being  used  by  the  Im- 
perial Government,  was  specially  and  purposely  hindered  from  its  proper  protection, 
that  the  authorities  might  more  readily  convey  it  to  their  own  use,  without  reward  to 
the  patentee. 

Under  such  laws,  it  would  be  well  for  the  Anstrians  to  consider  whether  their  invita- 
tion to  the  nations  is  not  likely  to  be  met  with  a  contumelious  refusal.  Here,  as  else- 
where, experience  is  valuable,  and  we  remember  that  when  we  sent  to  Europe  In  1851, 
1856, 1862,  and  1867,  we  took  our  inventions  and  processes  to  an  open  market.  Neither 
in  London  nor  in  Paris  was  there  any  room  for  suspicion  that  our  specimen  machines 
and  productions  were  there  tor  Europeans  to  avail  themselves  of,  the  American  being 
allowed  a  courteous  protection  of  his  invention  while  the  exhibition  lasted ;  but  we 
do  not  learn  that  Austria  proposes  any  such  protection.  The  result  of  this  most  erro- 
neous and  destructive  policy  will  easily  be  foreseen. 


No.  29. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  418.]  American  Legation, 

Vienna^  March  7,  1872.    (Eeceived  March  28.) 
Sir:  •♦•••• 

Couut  Andrassy  returned  to  the  subject  of  the  exposition,  from 
which  he  anticipates  large  advantages  to  this  empire  5  and  1  remarked 
that  my  attention  had  been  called  to  an  article  in  the  Scientific  Ameri- 
can, (of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,  with  my  No.  414,  dated  February  29,) 
which  suggested  that  the  existing  patent-laws  of  Austria  did  not  afford 
to  foreign  inventors  and  manufacturers  suflQcient  protection,  and  that 
this  fact  might  tend  to  defer  Americans  from  sharing  largely  in  the 
4FE  -  ^gle 


50  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

exhibition  5  and  I  added  that  one  or  two  American  manufacturers  in 
Vienna  had  also  spoken  to  me  on  the  subject. 

The  Count  said  that  he  was  not  himself  familiar  with  the  Austrian  law 
of  patents,  but  that  in  Hungary  he  had  had  occasion  to  take  the  ground 
that  it  was  all-important  that  the  genius  of  inventors  should  be  en- 
couraged and  protected,  and  that  he  had  pointed  to  the  example  of  the 
United  States  as  showing  the  wisdom  of  such  a  course,  and  its  bearing 
upon  the  national  wealth ;  that  the  suggestion,  as  bearing  upon  the  ex- 
position, was  of  immediate  importance,  and  that  he  was  greatly  obliged 
to  me  for  mentioning  it,  and  hoped  I  would  be  good  enough  to  address 
him  a  note  which  would  go  to  the  proper  channel,  as  any  suggestion 
from  an  American  source  on  this  point  would  be  very  valuable. 

I  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  1  would  cheerfully  comply  with  his 
request  in  advising  him  of  the  suggestions  which  had  been  made  to  me 
in  reference  to  the  points  on  which  the  operatious  of  the  existing  laws 
bear  hardly  upon  American  manufacturers;  and  he  said  that, in  return, 
he  would  inform  me  whether  they  would  be  prepared  to  amend  the  law 
generally,  or  to  make  any  exception  in  favor  of  Americans  by  a  special 
convention. 

1  find  that  the  matter  is  one  in  which  some  of  our  inventors  and  manu- 
facturers are  already  a  good  deal  interested,  and  in  which  their  interest 
may  become  vastly  increased,  should  they  be  largely  represented  at  the 

exposition. 

*  •  *  •  •  •  # 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


No.  30. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  422.]  American  Legation, 

Vienna,  March  22,  1872.  (Eeceived  April  11.) 
Sir  :  I  referred  in  my  No.  418,  dated  March  9,  to  the  request  which 
the  Count  Andrassy  had  made  to  me,  to  advise  him  of  the  points  in 
which  the  patent-laws  of  Austria  were  regarded  as  insufficient  by 
American  inventors;  and  I  now  append  a  copy  of  the  informal  note 
which  I  have  since  addressed  to  him  on  that  su"bject. 
1  am,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


[Incloenre.l 

Copy  of  Mr.  Jay^s  note  to  the  imperial  and  royal  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 

American  Legation, 
Fie7inaf  March  17 j  1872. 
Dear  Count  Andrassy  :  I  was  about  writing  to  your  excellency,  in  accordance 
with  your  request,  to  indicate  some  of  the  points  in  the  practical  application  of  the 
patent-laws  of  this  empire,  which  have  been  alluded  to  as  affording  insufficient  pro- 
tection to  American  inventors,  when  I  was  favored  by  the  Baron  de  Gagern  with  a 
copy  of  the  dispatch  on  this  subject,  dated  11th  March  instant,  addressed  by  you  to 
the  imperial  and  royal  envoy  at  Washington,  the  Baron  de  Lederer. 

I  have  read  that  disi)atch  with  attention,  and  very  highly  appreciate  the  pi*ompt 
desire  which  it  exhibits  on  the  part  of  the  imperial  and  royal  ministry  of  commerce 
to  answer  the  objections  which  had  been  advanced  by  the  Scientific  American,  and  to 

o 
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make  known  to  American  investors  and  mannfactarers,  who  might  propose  to  assist 
Ht  the  World's  Exposition,  the  disposition  of  the  imperial  and  royal  government  to 
afford  them  every  protection  possible  under  its  existing  laws,  or,  perhaps,  by  a  new 
statute  to  be  ordained  for  the  occasion. 

If  a  difference  of  opinion  shall  still  exist  in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of  that  pro- 
tection, it  may  perhaps  naturally  arise  from  the  somewhat  different  policy  which  has 
been  gradually  adopted  in  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  patents,  from  that  which 
t^eenis  to  have  inspired  the  legislation  of  Europe.  The  objection  that  the  foreign  pat- 
*;nteo  is  required  by  the  Austrian  law  to  commence  the  manufacture  of  the  patented 
article  in  Austria  within  one  year,  is  frankly  met  in  the  note  to  the  Baron  Lederer, 
with  an  admission  that  snch  a  limitation  may  often  prove  a  hardship,  and  with  the 
declaration  that  a  request  for  a  prolongation  of  the  periods  has  never  been  refused. 
But  the  note  lays  stress  on  the  importance  of  the  provisions  which  requires  the  arti- 
cle to  be  manufactured  in  this  country,  as  affording  to  domestic  industry  the  earnings 
to  be  derived  from  the  manufacture;  and  in  support  of  this  policy  reference  is  made 
to  a  similar  provision  in  the  laws  of  Germany  and  of  France,  making  the  importation 
of  patented  objects  manufactured  abroad  a  grouud  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
patent. 

A  somewhat  different  policy  has  been  gradually  adopted  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment, as  may  be  seen  from  the  copy  of  their  latest  act,  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  inclose  to  your  excellency,  passed  July  8, 1870,  to  revise,  consolidate,  and  amend 
the  former  statntes,  some  twenty-five  in  number. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  differences  in  the  statutes  of  different  countries,  in 
regard  to  patents,  may  be  generally  traced  to  a  difference  in  the  general  view  taken 
of  the  character  and  position  of  the  patentee  ;  whether  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  mon- 
opolist who  owes  all  his  rights  to  exceptional  law,  and  who  must  be  jealously  watched 
and  severely  restricted ;  or  whether  he  is  regarded  as  a  public  benefactor,  who  is  to  be 
tenderly  and  kindly  treated. 

The  legislation  of  Congress  has  inclined  more  and  more  to  the  latter  view ;  and, 
while  adopting,  as  the  true  principle,  that  the  inventor  and  public  are  both  to  be 
treated  nationally  justly  and  impartially,  its  tendency  has  been  to  give  more  and 
more  liberally  encouragement  and  assistance  to  useful  inventors. 

Your  excellency  remarked,  in  our  recent  conversation,  that  you  had  had  occasion, 
some  time  since,  to  refer  to  the  example  of  America  as  exhibiting  the  wisdom  of  am- 
ple protection  to  inventors;  and  a  brief  reference  to  the  statistics  of  the  Patent-Office 
at  Washington  will  exhibit  the  justness  of  your  excellency's  observation. 

From  1840  to  1849  the  average  number  of  patents  yearly  issued  was 550 

During  the  next  seven  years  the  yearly  average  was 1, 750 

In  185d  the  patents  issued  were 3,710 

In  1859  the  patents  issued  were 4, 538 

In  1869  the  patents  issued  were 13, 762 

In  1870,  new  patents  issued  were 13, 622 

patents  extended 1, 010 

14,632 

The  Patent  Office,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  lut-erior  Department,  has  thus  become 
a  most  important  institution,  demanding  the  best  skill  in  its  various  branches.  The 
litigation  occasioned  by  rival  claims  is  giving  birth  to  a  series  of  decisions,  which 
constitute  a  code  of  patent-law,  ancj  the  most  doubtful  and  difficult  questions  are  be- 
ing gradually  defined  with  Judicial  exactness. 

While  the  fees  which  may  be  found  in  section  68  of  the  accompanying  law  are 
moderate,  the  total  revenue  is  large,  and  for  the  year  1869  was  $686,000,  being  $213,000 
in  excess  of  the  expenditures.  Of  the  addition  which  has  been  made  to  the  industrial 
wealth  of  the  country  through  the  medium  of  .the  Patent-Office,  I  have  never  seen  an 
estimate,  but  it  may  be  counted,  as  your  excellency  is  aware,  by  hundreds  of  millions. 

A  glance  at  the  American  statute  will  show  how  carefully  restrictions  are  avoided  in 
regard  to  the  time  and  place  of  manufacturing  the  article  patented,  which,  in  view  of  the 
condition  of  many  of  the  inventors,  would  virtually  deprive  them  of  all  protection.  By 
the  Patent  Report  for  1870,  it  appears  that,  in  addition  to  the  14,000  patents  issued,  there 
were  1,089  patents  allowed,  but  not  issued  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of  the  final 
fees,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  that,  in  the  case  of  workingmen  in  American  facto- 
ries— to  whom  some  of  the  most  valuable  inventions  have  been  due— they  would  fre- 
quently find  it  quite  Impossible  to  secure  a  patent  in  Austria-Hungary,  if  compelled 
within  a  certain  time  to  manufacture  the  article  within  the  empire.  It  may  perhaps 
occnr  to  the  honorable  ministry  of  commerce  that  if  the  United  States,  with  a  rate  of 
wages  far  higher  than  is  known  in  Europe,  can  safely  dispense  with  such  a  condition, 
trusting  to  general  causes  and  not  to  a  particular  restriction  for  the  promotion  of  do- 
mestic industry,  results  equally  happy  might  be  reasonably  expected  where  a  lower 
rate  of  wages  afforded  a  direct  incentive  to  home  manufactures. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  from  our  conversation  that  I  have  no  instructions  from  my! 
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Governmeut  upon  this  subieot,  and  that  the  few  observations  which  I  now  venture  to 
offer  are  simply  iu  response  to  your  excelleucy^s  remarks  that  you  would  be  glad  to  be 
advised  of  the  objections  which  had  been  made  by  American  inventors  to  certain  pro- 
visions in  the  patent-laws  of  the  empire  which  might,  perhaps,  lessen  their  eagerness  to 
bring  their  manufactures  to  the  World's  Exhibition  at  Vienna. 

But  a  friendly  interest  is  felt  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  that  exhi- 
biition,  an  interest  to  which  your  excellency  alluded  in  your  note  of  the  7th  of  January, 


(#.) 


~ 1  a8  having  been  communicated  through  the  Baron  Lederer,  and  in  regard  to 

which,  I  am  informed  by  the  Honorable  Mr.  Secretary  Fish,  that  the  President  has 
recommended  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  that  it  is  favorably  regarded 
by  that body. 

I  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  frankly  assuring  your  excellency  that,  if  npon  an 
examination  of  the  patent-code  of  the  United  States,  the  imperial  and  royal  govern- 
ment should  feel  disposed,  as  I  undei-stood  your  excellency  to  intimate  might  perhaps 
be  the  case,  to  modify  in  accordance  with  its  policy  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  exist- 
ing imperial  and  royal  code  which  are  thought  to  bear  hardly  upon  American  invent- 
ors, and  to  base  the  protection  of  inventors  in  either  country  npon  the  same  broad  and 
simple  principle  of  equal  reciprocity  which  characterizes  the  convention  on  trade-marks, 
I  will  with  pleasure  recommend  the  subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  belief  that  the  President  will  cordially  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
cementing  the  friendship  of  the  two  countries  and  of  advancing  their  common  interests 
by  a  generous  and  harmonious  policy. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


No.  31. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  424.]  Amebicjan  Legation, 

Vienna^  March  26,  1872.    (Keceived  April  11.) 
Sir:  To  my  No.  422,  of  the  22d  March,  was  appended  a  copy  of  a 
note  which,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Count  Andrassy,  I  had  addressed 
to  his  excellency,  on  the  limited  protection  afforded  by  the  Austrian 
patent-laws  to  American  manufacturers. 

I  have  to-day  received  a  preliminary  response  from  the  foreign  office, 
a  translation  of.  which  is  appended,  advising  me  that  my  note  bad  been 
submitted  without  de.ay  to  the  minister  of  commerce,  Br.  Banhans, 
and  that  that  minister  will  soon  be  ready  to  present  to  the  Reichsrath 
the  project  of  a  special  law  for  the  provisional  i)rotection  of  articles  in- 
troduced at  the  Vienna  Exposition. 
I  am,  &C.J 

JOHN  JAY. 


Appendix. 

[Incloaure— Trail  slation .  ] 
The  imperial  royal  minisier  for  foreign  affairs  to  Mr.  Jay. 

As  a  preliminary  response  due  to  the  esteemed  note  of  the  17th  instant,  the  contents 
of  which  the  undersigned  minister  of  the  imperial  house  and  for  foreign  affairs  com- 
municat«d  without  delay  to  the  imperial  royal  minister  of  commerce,  the  undersigned 
is  glad  to  be  enabled  to  inform  Mr.  John  Jay,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  undersigned  has  already  been 
advised  by  that  minister  that  he  will  soon  be  ready  to  present  to  the  Reichsrath  the 
project  of  a  special  law  for  the  provisional  protection  of  articles  introduced  at  the 
Vienna  Exposition. 

The  undersigned,  &c.,  for  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

^       ORCZY. 

Vienna,  ifarcfc  25, 1872.  Digitized  by  LjOC 
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No.  32. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  429.]  American  Legation, 

Viennay  April  8, 1872.    (Received  April  25.) 

Sir  :  It  has  occurred  to  me,  in  reference  to  the  Centennial  celebration 
at  Philadelphia  in  1876,  that  if  it  is  proposed  to  invite  the  nations  of  the 
world  to  assist  on  that  occasion,  it  is  desirable  that  the  United  States 
should  be  properly  represented  at  t^e  Vienna  World's  Exposition  of  1873. 

I  find  that  this  idea  is  so  fully  shown  by  the  Hon.  John  V.  L.  Pruyn, 
of  Albany,  the  commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  York,  appointed  by 
the  President,  that  I  have  the  less  hesitation  in  suggesting  it  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Department  and  of  the  President. 

I  to-day  accompanied  Mr.  Pruyn,  who  arrived  in  Vienna  last  week,  to 
the  grounds  appropriated  to  the  exposition,  where  he  viewed  the  works 
in  progress  designed  by  Mr.  Scott  Eussell,  of  which  I  am  advised  by  the 
Baron  Orczy  that  plans  have  been  furnished  to  the  Department  through 
the  Austrian  legation  at  Washington.  A  copy  of  some  of  them,  oblig- 
ingly presented  by  the  general  manager  of  the  exposition,  Baron 
Scbwarz  Senbom,  I  have  forwarded,  for  the  use  of  the  national  commis- 
sion, to  Mr.  Gharles  H.  Marshall,  of  New  York,  the  alternate  commis- 
sioner for  the  State. 

The  Vienna  Exposition,  as  you  are  aware,  is  intended  in  magnitude 
of  its  scale,  and  the  extent  of  its  scientific  character,  to  be  superior  to 
the  expositions  of  London  and  Paris,  and  it  will  probably  be  the  only 
affair  of  the  sort  in  Europe  prior  to  the  American  Centennial  at  Phila- 
delphia. I  am  therefore  inclined  to  think  that  a  generous  appropriation 
by  the  Government,  to  enable  the  manufacturers  and  the  artists  of 
America  (a  separate  building  at  Vienna  is  appropriated  to  the  fine  arts 
since  1862)  to  be  fairly  represented  at  the  approaching  exposition, 
apart  from  the  advantages  which  might  naturally  be  expected  from 
bringing  the  products  of  the  United  States  to  the  knowledge  of  Eastern 
Europe  and  Western  Asia,  would  be  the  surest  method  of  insuring  a 
reciprocal  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  governments  of  Europe  with  ref- 
erence to  our  Centennial  of  1876. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


No.  33. 

Mr,  Jay  io  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

No.  435.]  American  Legation, 

Ftenmi,  April  19, 1872.    (Received  May  9.) 

Sib:  I  returned  last  evening  from  Pesth,  where  the  diplomatic  corps 
at  this  court  had  been  informally  invited  to  assist  at  the  closing  of  the 
Hungarian  diet  by  the  King  in  person. 

It  was,  I  believe,  the  first  occasion  since  the  coronation  of  His  Majesty 
in  1867,  that  the  ambassadors  and  ministers,  with  their  suites,  had  at-^ 
tended  at  the  capital  of  Hungary,  and  we  were  received  with  marked 
cordiality  by  the  court  society  and  by  the  royal  family. 

The  invitation  is,  I  find,  attributed,  in  part  at  least,  to  political  motives^ 
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connected  with  tbe  party  struggle  at  Pesth,  in  which  the  opposition  are 
aiming  at  the  abrogation  of  the  present  union  between  Austria  and 
Hungary,  and  the  substitution  of  a  simply  personal  and  dynastic  union, 
which  would  endow  Hungary  with  an  independent  sovereignty,  and 
entitle  her  to  send  and  receive  ambassadors.  The  national  sympathies 
and  characteristics  of  the  Count  Andrassy  naturally  incline  him  to 
gratify,  as  far  as  practicable,  Hungarian  pride ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  diplomats  were  received  at  the  Hungarian  capital  seemed  to  indi- 
cate a  sincere  gratification  at  their  coming. 

The  Diet  closed  their  sittings  on  Monday,  the  15th,  and  the  members 
of  both  houses  belonging  to  the  Deal^  (which  is  the  government)  party 
came  in  a  body  to  pay  their  resi>ects  to  their  illustrious  chief,  Francis 
Deak,  nowin  his  sixty-ninth  year,  who  lives  at  the  same  hotel  where 
we  chanced  to  be  staying,  "The  Queen  of  England.'^ 

The  speech  made  by  Deak  in  response  to  their  addresses  seems  charac- 
teristic of  the  frank,  unselfish  patriotism  of  the  man,  as  he  has  been 
described  to  me  by  Andrassy  and  others,  who  know  him  well. 

The  next  day — ^Tuesday — took  place  the  formal  prorogation  of  the  Diet 
by  the  Emperor  in  person,  in  the  throne-room  of  the  palace.  The  Empe- 
ror's speech  was  well  received,  and  the  cheers  with  which  the  Emperor 
and  the  Empress  Were  greeted  on  their  separate  entrance  and  departure, 
were  more  hearty  and  prolonged  than  at  Vienna.  I  was,  however,  told 
in  advance,  that  so  bitter  was  the  spirit  between  the  government  and 
the  opposition,  who  had  succeeded  by  their  tactics  in  defeating  the  bill 
for  quinquennial  parliaments,  that  few,  if  any,  from  the  opposition  side 
would  attend  the  prorogation,  to  listen  to  a  speech  frqm  the  throne,  in 
which  their  course  would  probably  be  condemned.  The  royal  message 
appears  to  be  generally  approved,  and  its  language  is  suggestive  of 
constitutional  progress  and  national  prosperity.  It  alludes  to  the  re- 
forms separating  the  judicial  and  executive  departments,  as  increasing 
the  public  safety,  to  the  organization  of  municipal  and  parochial  es- 
tablishments, based  on  the  principle  of  self-government,  as  insuring  a 
strict  enforcement  of  the  laws ;  to  the  increase  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  its  just  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  justice,  public  in- 
struction, a  complete  net- work  of  railways,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
capital ;  to  the  ready  vote  for  the  development  of  the  Honved  institu- 
tion ;  and  the  Emperor  points  to  these  measures,  accomplished  without 
an  increase  of  taxes,  as  a  proof  of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the 
country.  Alluding  to  the  change  in  the  military  frontier  provinces,  he 
expressed  the  hope  that  there  would  soon  be  no  fraction  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  monarchy  not  in  the  enjoyment  of  constitutional  rights,  and 
he  concluded  by  referring  to  the  friendly  relations  existing  with  foreign 

powers. 

******  • 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


No.  34. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Jay. 

No.  218.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  1, 1872. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  your  dispatch.  No.  429,  of  the  8th  ultimo,  and  to 
previous  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  World's  Exposition  to  be  held 
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at  Vienna  in  1873, 1  have- now  to  state  in  reply  that  the  subject  has  been 
presented  to  Congress,  and  now  awaits  the  action  of  that  body. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  35. 

Mr.  Male  to  Mr,  Jay. 

No.  226.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  July  10, 1872. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  previous  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  Vienna 
Exposition  of  1873, 1  have  now  to  inclose  herewith  a  cop^  of  an  act 
of  Congress  of  10th  June  last,  relating  to  the  same,  and  to  inform  you 
that  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  has  been  appointed  by 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  rep- 
resent the  United  States  at  said  exposition. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  36. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Jay. 

No.  228.]  *  Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  July  22,  1872.  - 

Sib  :  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Department,  and  the  suggestion  is 
concurred  in,  that  if  the  sympathy  which  we  entertain  for  the  inhumanly 
persecuted  Hebrews,  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia, 
were  made  known  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  it 
might  quicken  and  encourage  the  efforts  of  that  government  to  dis- 
charge its  duty  as  a  protecting  power,  pursuant  to  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  between  certain  European  states.  Although  we  are  not  a  party 
to  that  instrument,  and,  as  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance 
adverted  to  is  so  enormous,  as  to  impart  to  it,  as  it  were,  a  cosmopolitan 
character,  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds 
are  alike  interested. 

You  will  consequently  communicate  on  this  subject  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire,  in  such  way  as 
you  may  suppose  might  be  most  likely  to  compa^  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  37. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Hale. 

[Extract.] 

No.  451.]  American  Legation, 

Vienna,  July  26, 1872.     (Eeceived  August  13.) 
Sib:  #  •  #  ♦  ♦ 

Baron  Schwarz  said:  ^     4^^ 


1.  That  he  had  reserved  for  the  United  States  a  BpwSe  large 
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had  been  allotted  to  them  in  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1867.  That  this 
space  would  be  kept  for  them  until  the  latest  possible  moment  before 
the  opening  on  the  Ist  May,  1873,  although  they  hoped  for  as  early  a 
decision  as  possible  from  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  as  to 
the  amount  which  would  be  required,  and  also  the  names,  &c.,  of  the 
exhibitors. 

2.  That  the  rule  requiring  articles  exhibited  t^o  be  first  approved  by 
the  commissioner  representing  the  country  of  the  exhibitor,  applied 
not  only  to  works  of  fine  art,  but  to  all;  and  the  baron  called  my 
attention  to  the  fourth  of  the  "  General  Directions  for  the  Foreign 
Exhibitors  and  Commissioners,''  printed  paper  No.  20,  a  copy  of  which  I 
hereto  append : 

4.  Foreign  governments  are  invited  to  appoint  oommissions,  with  whom  the  chief 
manager  win  stand  in  direct  commnnicat ion  apon  aU  affairs  concerning  the  exhibition. 
These  commissions  will  have  to  represent  the  interests  of  their  countrymen  in  all 
questions  relating  to  the  exhibition,  and  do  their  best  duly  to  carry  out  its  programme. 
Their  task  will  be  more  particularly  to  issue  invitations  to  take  part  in  the  exhibition, 
to  receive  application  for  space,  to  decide  on  (he  admiseion  of  objects  announcedf  and  to 
take  charge  of  the  forwarding,  exhibiting,  and  returning  of  the  objects  of  the  exhibi- 
tion, in  accordance  with  the  regulations  laid  down. 

The  baron  said  that  he  would  send  me  to-morrow  a  plan  of  the  build- 
ing, showing  the  space  which  had  been  allotted  to  the  United  States, 
and  also  some  memoranda,  showing  what  is  doing  toward  the  exposition 
on  the  part  of  the  governments  of  Europe,  of  Egypt,  and  in  the  East. 
He  entertains  the  hope  that  the  United  States  will  be  fitly  represented, 
and  expressed  great  pleasure  at  learning  that  the  President  had  named 
a  commission.  At  his  request,  I  gave  him  Mr.  Yan  Buren's  address, 
and  he  said  he  would  write  immediately  to  the  Austro-Hungarian  con- 
sul at  New  York,  to  wait  upon  him  and  give  him  every  information. 
.  Baron  Schwarz  also  expressed  his  earnest  desire  that  the  United 
States  Government  would  present  at  the  Vienna  Exposition  a  perfect 
representation  of  the  system  of  common  school  instruction  adopted  in 
the  United  States,  a  system,  the  results  of  which,  he  said,  had  been  so 
wonderful. 

He  had  read  with  singular  interest  the  report  upon  American  popular 
education,  recently  published  in  Paris,  and  which  had  attracted  so 
much  attention  upon  the  Continent ;  and  he  prayed  me  to  believe  that 
an  exposition  of  that  system,  illustrated  by  a  school-house  and  its  appur- 
tenances, and  its  statistical  results,  would  be  a  matter  of  profound 
interest  and  importance,  not  only  to  Austro-Hungary,  but  to  the  eastern 
peoples  who  adjoin  this  empire. 

In  view  of  the  rapid  progress  recently  made  here  in  education,  and 
the  unusual  interest  now  felt  in  the  subject,  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  this  suggestion  of' the  Baron  Schwarz  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of 

Education  at  Washington,  as  worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

•  *  •  •  *  *  * 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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No.  38. 
Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Hale. 
[Extract.] 

No.  452.]  American  Legation, 

Vienruiy  July  30, 1872.    (Received  August  14.) 
Sib:  ♦  ♦  ♦  •  ♦ 

His  excellency  the  Baron  Schwarz  has  today  sent  me  a  parcel  of 
papers  and  plans,  in  accordance  with  the  assurance  he  gave  me  yester- 
day. I  append  his  note,  together  with  a  memorandum  of  the  action 
already  taken  in  regard  to  the  exposition  by  the  Governments  of  France, 
Italy,  Belgium,  Holland,  Great  Britain,  Switzerland,  Russia,  Germany, 
Turkey,  Egypt,  and  Persia,  China,  Japan,  Siam,  and  the  Brazils.  Most 
of  the  governments  have  already  sent  special  commissioners  to  Vienna. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


[Inclosnre  1.] 
Baron  Schtcarz  to  Mr,  Jay, 

[Extract] 

UNrvERSAL  ExmsiTiON,  1873,  in  Vienna.    General  Manager  No.  2,830. 

42  Praterstrasse  II,  Vienna,  July  27, 1872. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  our  interview  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you 
herewith — 

let.  A  note  on  the  participation  of  foreign  states  at  the  Universal  Exhibition  of 
Vienna,  in  1873. 

I  have,  ^.c, 

SCHWARZ  SENBORN. 

Welt-Ausstellung,  1873,  in  Wien.    General  Direction  No.  2,830. 

42  Praterstrasse  II,  Wieuy  a.  wi., ,  1872. 

The  participation  of  foreign  states  to  the  Universal  Exhibition,  1873,  in  Vienna, 
Austria. 

Franct. — ^The  French  government  has  appointed  a  commission  some  time  since,  and 
the  National  Assembly  has  granted  a  sum  of  1,000,000  francs  toward  the  expenses  of 
its  exhibitors.  From  the  very  numerous  applications  for  space  from  the  most  impor- 
tant firms  in  France,  a  very  brilliant  representation  of  this  state,  so  far  advanced  in 
industrial  branches,  will  be  secured. 

Italy  will  be  represented  at  this  more  brilliantly  than  at  any  previous  exhibition. 
A  central  commission  in  Rome,  which  has  500,000  lines  placed  at  its  disposal  by  both 
houses  of  Parliament,  and,  in  addition,  is  firmly  supported  by  provincial  commissions, 
is  vigorously  working  to  present  a  complete  representation  of  Italian  industry  and 
powers  of  production. 

Belgium  joius  in  a  dignified  manner  the  aforementioned  states,  the  royal  commission 
having  at  ita  head  the  Count  of  Flanders,  the  brother  of  the  King,  and  250,000  francs 
from  the  Chamber  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  at  its  disposal.  It  has  already 
received  nearly  1,000  applications  to  exhibit  from  the  world  of  art. 

Holland,  Spain,  Sweden,  Nortcay,  Greece,  and  Roumania  have  also  appointed  govern- 
ment commissioners.    Spain  has  arranted  1,200,000  reals  and  Sweden  30,000  rixdalers. 

(treat  Britain. — In  Englaud  a  lively  interest  is  showing  itself  in  participating  at  the 
exhibition.    A  government  commission  has  been  appointed,  with  His  Royal  Highness 
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tlio  Prince  of  Wales  as  president.    The  commission  is  manifesting  great  activity,  and 
anticipates  a  corresponding  return  on  the  part  of  the  colonies. 

Switzet'land. — The  Federal  Council  of  Switzerland  has  also  appointed  a  commission , 
and  the  Federal  Assembly  has  made  a  grant  of  400,000  francs  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
Swiss  exhibitors. 

i2u«8ia.— The  Imperial  Russian  commission  is  no  less  active  than  any  of  the  other 
commissions.  They  propose  showing,  in  a  dignified  manner,  the  great  prolgress  made 
in  everybranch  of  industry  by  this  great  empire  since  the  last  Paris  exhibition  in  1867. 

Gei^many. — ^The  German  federal  government  has  appointed,  at  Berlin,  a  central 
commission,  supported  by  special  commissions  of  the  several  states,  has  granted  a 
very  considerable  sum  toward  the  expenses  of  exhibitors,  and  taken  the  most  exten- 
sive measures  for  advancing  the  purposes  of  the  ^exhibition,  as  a  consequence  of  which » 
the  list  of  applications,  numbering  nearly  8,000  on  the  1st  instant,  is  closed. 

lurkey^  Egyptj  Persia, — ^The  Orient  will  be  most  brilliantly  represented.  In  Turkey, 
Egypt,  and  Persia,  there  are  special  government  commissions,  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  to  the  exhibition  the  most  prominent  and  peculiar  productions  of 
these  countries,  and  securing  an  attraction  to  the  exhibition  not  eigoyed  by  any  of  its 
predecessors. 

China,  Japan,  Sktrn, — ^Even  China,  Japan,  SiaTii  will  be  officially  represented,  and 
visitors  to  the  exhibition  will  therefore  have  the  opportunity  to  publicly  admire  the 
highly  interesting  productions  of  these  parts  of  the  world,  instead  of  viewing  them  in 
private  collections. 

Brazils. — His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  Brazils  has  appointed  two  commissions, 
one  at  Rio  Janeiro,  the  other  at  Vienna,  from  whose  activity  we  may  anticipate  the 
most  brilliant  results. 

Most  of  the  governments  have  sent  already  special  commissions  to  Vienna,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  themselves  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  works  of  the  exhibit 
tion,  and  all  matters  of-detail. 


No.  39. 

Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  458.]  American  Legation, 

Vienna^  Augmt  21,  1872.    (Eeceived  September  10.) 

Sir:  I  herewith  append  a  translation  of  a  law  or  order  in  council, 
recently  promulgated  by  this  government  for  the  temporary  protection 
of  the  rights  of  exhibitors  at  the  Universal  Exposition  from  the  in- 
fringement of  their  inventions.  The  protection  given  is  similar  to  that 
in  the  law  of  patents,  and  extends  to  the  31st  December,  1873. 

I  append  also  a  translation  of  a  paper  promulgated  with  the  law, 
being  an  exposition  of  the  motives  which  have  led  to  its  adoption,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  a  chief  impelling  motive  was  afforded  by  an 
article  on  the  subject  published  in  the  Scientific  American,  a  journal 
published  at  New  York,  on  the  23d  December,  1871. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  while  the  new  order  may  afford  pro- 
tection to  American  exhibitors  up  to  the  31st  December,  1873,  they 
will  still  be  exposed  to  a  loss  of  their  future  rights,  unless  they  take  out 
Austrian  patents  before  that  date,  and  that  this,  in  the  case  of  all 
American  exhibitors  who  availed  themselves  of  it,  would  involve  time, 
trouble,  and  expense,  and  that,  as  in  many  cases  the  inventors  and 
manufacturers  would  not  themselves  accompany  their  goods,  it  would 
be  for  some  almost  an  impossibility. 

It  has  been  further  suggested  to  me  that  the  difficulties  and  expenses 
of  securing  Austrian  patents  by  American  inventors  might  be  greatly 
lessened  by  mutual  treaty  stipulations,  and  that  no  more  favorable  mo- 
ment could  be  found  than  the  present  for  anticipating,  on  the  part  of 
the  imperial  and  royal  government,  the  favorable  consideration  of  any 
plan  for  this  purpose  which  might  be  presented  by  the  Government  at 
Washington.  ^  j 
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I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest,  should  it  meet  the  approval  of 
tlie  Department,  that  the  law  and  the  accompanying  paper  be  referred 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for  his  opinion.  I  have  understood 
that  Mr.  Commissioner  Leggett  has  already  given  the  matter  of  foreign 
l)atent8  to  American  inventors  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  has  ex- 
pressed the  view  that  both  congressional  legislation  and  diplomatic 
conventions  are  essential  to  protect  abroad  the  American  interests. 

If  Mr.  Leggett,  with  your  approval,  should  draught  a  convention;  the 
shorter  and  simpler  the  better  for  accomplishing  vthis  object,  and  I 
should  be  empowered  to  negotiate  ui)on  its  basis,  with  such  discretion 
as  you  might  think  proper  to  give,  I  am  under  the  impression  that  the 
ministry  would  be  inclined  to  listen  favorably  to  any  fair  scheme  based 
upon  equal  reciprocity,  and  that  the  strong  and  apparently  universal 
desire  now  felt  here  that  the  United  States  shall  be  fitly  represented 
at  the  Universal  Exposition,  will  afford  an  additional  and  strong  motive 
for  expediting  the  conclusion  of  such  a  treaty. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHK  JAY. 


[Incloflure  1.] 

Lav  upon  the  temporary  protection  of  objects  arriving  at  the  Universal  Exposition j  of  the  year 
1873,  in  Viennaj  for  the  purpose  of  exhibition. 

With  the  consent  of  both  Houses  of  the  Reiohsrath,  I  find  it  expe<iient  to  order  as 
foUows : 

Articlk  I.  Every  native  or  foreigner  who  exhibits  at  the  Univeraal  Exposition  of 
the  year  1873,  in  Vienna,  an  object  which,  in  accordance  with  the  enactmeuts  of  the 
law  of  the  15th  August,  1852,  (R.  G.  Bl.,  No.  184,)  alsb  of  the  two  laws  of  the  7th 
December,  1858,  (R.  G.  BL,  Nos.  230  and  237,)  is  appropriate  for  acquiring  patent,  mark, 
or  pattern  protection,  can  obtain  from  the  director-general  of  the  IJuiversal  Exposition 
a  certificate  of  protection.  The  application  in  such  case  must  be  made  to  the  director- 
general^  at  the  latest  before  the  time  of  the  openiuj^  of  the  exposition,  or  before  the 
subsequent  introduction  of  the  object  into  the  exposition,  and  with  a  precise  descrip- 
tion or  the  object  in  auestion,  to  be  made  by  the  introducer,  and  as  far  as  may  be  re- 
quisite to  indicate  it  clearly,  accompanied  by  suitable  plans  or  designs  in  two  identical 
dnplicate  copies,  or  two  duplicates  of  the  marks  referred  to  or  of  the  pattern  or  model, 
and  in  separate  wrappers. 

Articlk  II.  The  certificate  of  protection  will  be  gratuitously  issued  by  the  director- 
general  of  the  Universal  Exposition,  with  the  co-operation  and  counter-signature  of  a 
person  for  that  purpose  designated  by  the  minister  of  the  provinces  of  the  Hungarian 
crown,  and  insures  to  its  acquirer  from  the  therein  indicated  day  of  the  entrance  of 
the  object  in  question,  into  the  exhibition  space ;  but  in  the  event  of  the  application 
being  made  after  that  time,  then  from  the  day  of  the  bringing  of  the  application,  to 
be  similarly  indicated  in  the  certificate  of  protection,  up  to  31st  December,  1873,  inclu- 
sive, the  same  rights  which  a  regularly  obtained  patent  or  the  regularly  acquired  regis- 
tration of  a  mark,  a  pattern,  or  model  would  confer. 

Article  III.  An  appeal  or  complaint  against  the  decision  of  the  imperial  royal, 
director-general  in  regard  to  the  issue  or  refusal  of  such  a  certificate  of  protection  is 
iuadmissible. 

Article  IV.  In  respect  to  applications  of  this  nature,  and  the  subsequent  issue  of 
protection  certificates,  a  special  register  in  two  duplicates  will  be  kept,  of  which,  after 
the  close  of  the  exposition,  one,  with  the  respective  applications  and  a  duplicate  of  the 
accompanying  description  or  marks,  patterns,  and  models,  is  to  be  delivered  to  the 
imperial  royal  ministry  of  commerce,  the  other,  with  a  duplicate  of  the  accompaniments 
of  the  applications  beforementioned,  to  the  royal  Hungarian  ministry  for  agriculture, 
industry,  and  commerce. 

Article  V.  The  protection  certificates  issued  will  be  published  in  the  Austrian  and 
Hungarian  official  journals.  The  examination  of  the  re|pster  of  protection  certificates 
is  open  to  all  persons,  while  the  accompanying  descriptive  plans,  models,  &c.,  will  be 
kept  secret,  provided  such  be  desired  in  the  application. 

Article  VI.  The  minister  of  commerce  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  law. 
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Report  of  the  motives  for  the  draught  of  the  law  for  the  temporary  prot^tion  of  objects  arriving 
at  the  Universal  Exposition  of  the  year  1873  in  Vienna^for  the  purpose  of  exhibition. 

It  is  without  doabt  one  of  the  chief  aims,  which  are  founded  in  creating  a  nniyersal 
exposition,  to  brins  to  view  to  domestic  indastry,  in  the  most  complete  and  regular 
manner  possible,  the  most  recent  productions,  means  of  production,  and  manner  of 
treatment,  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  order  to  excite  the  said  industry,  by  careful 
and  profound  study,  to  farther  progress  in  the  various  branches  of  active  trades. 

On  the  side  of  the  exhibitor  anxiety  exists  in  regard  to  possible  imitations  of  their 
new  inventions  coming  to  the  exposition,  which  weakens  this  impoi'tant  motive,  and 
this  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  approaching  Universal  Exposition  at  Vienna  has  already 
appeared  in  the  foreign  press,  and  especially  in  an  article  of  the  New  York  journal, 
Scientific  American,  of  the  23d  December,  1871,  which  is  of  great  circulation  in  indus- 
trial circles,  wherein  was  expressed,  in  a  marked  manner,  the  want  of  a  proper  means 
of  protection  in  the  matter,  and  the  danger  arising  thereby  to  foreign  exhibitors.  In 
fact,  also,  in  the  previous  universal  expositions,  the  governments  connected  therewith 
have  provided  by  special  laws  in  the  matter,  and,  lastly,  the  French  government  by 
the  law  of  the  3d  of  April,  1867.  Therefore,  the  director-general  of  the  Universal  Ex- 
position of  the  year  1873  has  claimed  the  co-operation  of  the  government,  in  order  to 
preserve  to  exhibitors  the  intellectual  property  of  their  objects  arriving  for  exhibi- 
tion, so  that  the  rightful  advantages  of  the  existing  laws,  and  especially  of  the  patent, 
marks,  and  pattern  protection  laws,  may  be  possessed  during  the  duration  of  the  expo- 
sition. 

Should  the  important  above-mentioned  aim  of  the  Universal  Exposition  not  appear 
to  be  in  danger  by  the  said  not  unfounded  anxiety,  nevertheless,  in  order  to  remove 
the  same,  an  exceptional  rule  appears  absolutely  necessary,  whereby  every  exhibitor, 
whether  native  or  foreigner,  may  be  assured  of  the  requisite  lawful  protection,  during 
the  duration  of  the  exposition,  for  the  object  exhibited  by  him,  so  far  as  may  be  em- 
braced by  the  enactments  of  the  laws  for  patent,  for  mark,  for  pattern  protection,  and, 
without  further  consideration,  whether  the  exhibitor  possesses  a  trading  establishment 
in  this  empire,  whether  or  pot  a  reciprocity  provided  in  the  law  of  15th  June,  1>^65,  (R. 
G.  Bl.,  No.  45,)  is  shown  by  the  state  to  which  he  belongs  in  regard  to  the  admission 
of  protection  of  trade-marks,  and,  indeed,  generally  whether  or  not  a  convention  shall 
exist  between  the  state  referred  to  and  the  Austro-Hungarian  monarchy  in  regard  to 
mutual  maintenance  of  the  protection  of  marks  and  patterns. 

According  to  the  manifest  example  of  France,  shown  in  the  above-mentioned  French 
law,  the  exhibitors,  in  order  to  obtain  the  requisite  rights  of  protection  apart  from  the 
competence  thereto  contained  in  the  patent,  in  the  mark,  and  pattern  protection  law, 
nmst  apply  exclusively  to  the  director-general  of  the  Universal  Exposition  with 
whom  they  are  besides  in  correspondence  ;  further,  these  protection  rignta  should  be 
conferred  gratuitously  iu  consideration  of  the  short  duration  and  the  before-mentioned 
design  of  the  Universal  Exposition,  which  every  exhibitor  assists  in  promoting,  as  well 
as  in  consideration  of  the  considerable  expenses  to  which  he  is  subjected  by  the  trans- 
portation of  the  obiects  which  he  exhibits. 

Inasmuch  as  such  an  exceptional  rule,  although  only  for  a  short  time,  involves  an 
existing  change  in  the  patent,  mark,  and  pattern  protection  laws,  and  can  only  be 
effected  according  to  the  enactments  of  articles  16  and  17  of  the  Austro-Hungariau 
customs  and  commercial  union  by  mutual  consent  of  the  ministries  of  both  countries, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  legislation  of  both,  therefore  consultation  upon  the  pres- 
ent draught  of  law,  expressed  and  based  upon  the  above  principles,  has  been  held  with 
the  royal  Hungarian  minister  of  commerce,  and  the  latter  has  promised  to  introduce 
into  the  Hungarian  Diet  an  analogous  dranght  of  the  law. 

To  the  several  enactments  of  the  present  draught  of  law  it  is  further  to  be  re- 
marked,: 

Article  I.  With  a  certificate  of  protection  can  manifestly  in  every  case  only  one 
kind  of  lawful  protection  be  acquired,  namely,  cither  the  patent,  or  the  mark  or  pat- 
tern protection,  according  as  the  respective  object  is  adapted  to  the  one  or  the  other 
species  of  protection.  Whether  this  material  adaptation  exists,  must  be  decided  accord- 
ing to  the  enactments  of  the  several  protection  laws  here  cited,  and  for  objects  which 
are  lawfully  adapted  for  none  of  the  mentioned  kinds  of  protection,  no  certificate 
shall  be  granted ;  with  this  view  a  careful  examination  of  the  object  for  which  a  pro- 
tection certificate  is  claimed,  shall  take  place;  in  reganl  to  which  the  executive  in- 
structions will  contain  the  special  provision.  The  allowance  of  a  delay  for  bringing 
iu  the  requisite  applications  is  founded  upon  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  shown, 
as  well  as  on  the  t*hort  duration  of  the  rights  of  protection.  The  necessity  of  two  du- 
plicates of  the  description  or  of  the  mark  or  of  the  pattern,  is  derived  from  the  vaiious 
designs  as  seen  in  Article  IV. 

AiiTicus  II.   Inasmuch  as  the  articles  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  custon 
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mercial  Union,  in  the  matter  of  patent,  mark,  and  patj;ern  protection,  so  far  aa  relates 
to  the  iutrodnction,  extends  over  both  countries,  therefore  a  co-operation  and  counter- 
signature of  an  organ  of  the  Hungarian  government  appears  requisite  in  issuing  pro- 
tection certificat-es.  The  respective  rights  of  protection  to  the  objects  acknowledged 
as  adapted  thereto,  provided  applied  in  due  season,  shonld  be  enjoyed  during  the 
whole  duration  of  their  being  in  the  exposition  buildings,  and  inasmuch  as  the  dura- 
tion of  protection  mentioned  in  every  certificate  is  a  limited  one,  therefore  from  the 
day  of  introduction  into  the  exposition  buildings;  but  in  the  event  of  the  application 
being  made  after  that  time,  then  from  the  day  of  bringing  in  the  application  until  the 
3l8t  December,  1873,  inclasive,  after  which  day,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
exposition,  the  whole  of  the  objects  of  exhibition  must  be  removed  from  the  exposition 
buildings.  Should  the  exhibitors  wish  to  obtain  for  a  longer  duration  the  patent, 
mark,  or  pattern  protection,  then  they  must  comply  with  the  enactments  of  the  laws 
relative  thereto.    There  is  no  ground  for  any  further  exceptional  treatment. 

Articlk  III.  By  the  short  duration  of  the  protection  referred  to  here,  the  admission 
of  complaints  against  the  determination  of  the  director-general,  in  regard  to  the  period 
of  time  that  it  should  be  permitted  to  exist,  appears  inexpedient ;  besides,  so  far  as  the 
protection  certificates  cannot  confer  more  right  than  a  regularly-obtained  patent  or 
the  regularly-acquired  registration  of  a  mark  or  a  pattern,  therefore  the  authenticity 
of  the  protection  certificate  can  always  be  contested  by  those  who  consider  themselves 
prejudiced  in  their  previously-acquired  rights,  in  which  respect  the  competency  of  the 
authorities  referred  to  in  the  several  protection  laws  remain  unaffected. 

Abticle  IV.  This  regulation  is  grounded  upon  the  absolutely  necessary  evidence  of 
the  protection  certificates  issued,  and,  on  the  other  side,  upon  the  respective  relation 
existing  between  both  territories  of  the  Austro-Hungariau  monarchy. 

Abticle  V.  The  exclusive  rights  acquired  with  the  protection  certificates  can  be- 
come operative  against  third  persons  only  irom  the  day  of  their  publication,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  is  thereby  shown.  The  further  enactment  is  in  accordance  with  the 
enactments  contained  in  the  pat-ent,  mark,  and  pattern  protection  law. 

Article  YI.  Contains  simply  the  usual  executory  clause. 


No.  40. 

Mr,  Jay  io  Mr.  Fish, 

[Extract.] 

i 

No.  460.]  American  LEaATiON, 

Vienna^  Axigust  27, 1872.    (Keceived  September  12.) 
Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Department  (by  the  same  post  with 
this  dispatch)  the  official  list  of  foreign  commissioners  to  the  Vienna 
Exposition. 

******* 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  think  it  extremely  desirable  that 
our  republic  should  be  properly  represented  on  this  occasion. 

While  the  increasing  military  preparations  in  every  part  of  Europe 
seem  to  indicate,  if  not  a  warlike  policy,  at  least  a  belief  in  the  necessity 
and  inevitable  recurrence  of  war,  with  its  terrific  burdens  in  times  of 
peace,  as  a  chronic  symptom  of  the  European  system,  the  Vienna  Expo-* 
sition,  as  its  programmes  significantly  show,  is  a  movement  on  a  scale  of 
unexampled  magnitude  in  the  direction  of  a  higher  civilization,  looking 
to  the  elevation  and  happiness  of  the  masses,  and  the  encouragement  of 
good-will  between  rival  nation^^lities.  In  this  view,  despite  the  historic 
foct  that  former  international  expositions  have  been  followed  by  wars, 
the  Vienna  Exposition  is  regarded  as  coming  at  a  timely  moment,  to 
encourage  the  hope  created  by  the  Tribunal  at  Geneva,  that  some  mode 
is  attainable,  consistently  with  the  honor  of  governments  and  nations, 
for  the  peaceful  settlement  of  international  disputes. 

While  the  Vienna  Exposition  thus  accords  with  American  principles, 
policy,  and  interests,  a  due  regard  to  international  courtesy  and  to  our 
own  prestige  would  seem  to  require  that,  on  such  an  occasion,  when  all 
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the  powers  of  the  world  aye  to  assist,  we  should  appear  neither  reluct 
antly  nor  parsimoniously,  but  with  ready  cordiality,  and  in  a  manner  to 
give  a  just  idea  of  our  actual  progress  in  science,  art,  education,  and 
industry. 

This  view  is  enforced  in  no  small  degree  by  the  injportance  attributed, 
it  may  be,  for  differing  reasons,  by  the  governments  and  the  people  of  the 
Old  World,  to  the  example  of  our  republic,  its  popular  basis,  its  stability, 
and  power,  its  material  prosperity,  its  educational  system,  its  enlarg- 
ing political  and  moral  influence;  but  at  the  present  moment  it  is  in- 
vested with  a  special  force,  by  the  fact  that  we  propose  presently  to 
inaugurate  a  similar  exposition  at  Philadelphia  and  to  ask  the  powers 
of  the  world  to  assist  in  celebrating  our  centennial  birth-year. 

I  presume  nothing  would  more  tend  to  insure  a  compliance  with  our 
wishes  in  1876  than  our  appearance  at  Vienna  in  1873,  with  an  exposi- 
tion conveying  a  just  idea  of  our  national  progress. 

Of  the  advantages  to  accrue  to  our  inventors  and  manufacturers  from 
their  representation  at  Vienna,  they  require  only  the  fact«  to  enable 
them  to  form  an  intelligent  appreciation.  A  glance  at  the  latest  maps 
of  Eastern  Europe,  and  especially  of  Austria,  Hungary,  and  Russia, 
(copies  of  which  I  send,)  showing  that  Vienna  is  the  center  of  a  fast 
extending  network  of  railways,  and  the  last  commercial  depot  of  Europe 
from  which  goods  are  distributed  to  the  East.  This  exposition,  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  Eastern  Europe,  will  not  only  attract  visitors  from  Western 
Europe  and  from  all  part«  of  this  Empire,  but  from  Russia,  the  Princi- 
palities, Turkey,  Egypt,  and  the  farther  East. 

The  extraordinary  preparations  for  the  exposition  which  are  being 
made  in  Germany  and  other  parts  of  the  continent,  and  the  earnest 
activity  on  the  subject  that  is  beginning  to  be  shown  in  England,  which 
•has  hitherto  shown  little  interest  in  the  matter,  seem  to  indicate  that 
the  manufacturers  of  Europe  attach  to  it  a  great  importance.  Interna- 
tional commissioners  are  beginning  to  assemble  at  Vienna,  to  facilitate 
their  arrangements,  and  the  German  commissioners  as  early  as  April 
engaged  for  their  personal  accommodation  an  apartment  with  nearly 

thirty  rooms. 

*****  *  * 

In  one  branch  of  the  exposition,  that  of  education.  Baron  Schwarz- 
Senborn  relies  confidently  upon  the  assistance  of  the  United  States,  and 
a  similar  hope  has  been  expressed  to  me  by  Count  Andrassy,  and  the 
Barons  Von  Hoffmann  and  Orczy  of  the  foreign  office. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


No.  41. 
Mr.  Jay  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  463.]  American  Legation, 

Vienna,  August  31, 1872.    (Received  October  23.) 

Sir  :  I  have  delayed  my  reply  to  your  dispatch  No.  228,  dated  22d 
July,  in  reference  to  the  Israelites  in  Koumania,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  his  excellency  the  Count  Andrassy  at  his  estates  in  Hun- 
gary. 

The  count  returned  a  few  days  since,  and  on  the  29th  instant  I  had 
a  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject.  I  advised  his  excellency  that 
it  had  been  suggested  to  the  de])artment,  and  that  the  suggestion  was 
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concurred  in,  that  it  was  proper  that  the  sympathy  entertained  in 
America  for  the  inhumanly-persecuted  Jews  in  the  priucipalities  of 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia  should  be  made  known  to  the  imperial  and 
royal  government,  as  one  of  the  protecting  powers  who  were  authorize<l 
to  act  in  the  matter  under  the  treaty  between  certain  European  States. 
That  while  the  United  States  were  not  a  party  to  that  instrument,  and 
as  a  rule  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering  directly  or  indirectly  in 
the  public  affairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance  adverted  to  is  so  enor- 
mous as  to  impart  to  it,  as  it  were,  a  cosmopolitan  character,  in  the  re- 
dress of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds  are  alike  inter- 
ested, and  that  I  would  be  glad  to  be  able  to  advise  you  wh^t  was  the 
present  position  of  the  question,  and  what  steps,  if  any,  were  being 
taken  for  the  protection  of  the  Israelites. 

His  excellency  said  that  a  joint  note  was  addressed  some  time  since 
to  the  Roumanian  government  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  the 
Jews,  in  which  Austria  had  united  with  the  other  powers. 

The  English  government  had  recently  proposed  a  further  demand  for 
the  extension  of  their  rights ;  but  the  construction  upon  which  it  was 
based  was  regarded  as  somewhat  doubtful. 

The  question  was  attended  with  difficulties.  To  the  general  expres- 
sion by  the  powers  of  the  world  that  the  ill-treatment  of  the  Israelites 
in  Roumania  was  unworthy  of  a  civilized  people,  and  that  its  continu- 
ance would  lower  the  power  by  which  it  was  tolerated,  and  assign  it  a 
position  among  the  less  civilized  and  enlightened  nations,  there  could 
be  no  objection.  Such  an  expression  of  opinion,  whether  on  the  part 
of  Europe  or  America,  would  be  proper  and  would  undoubtedly  have 
an  influence.  But  in  view  of  the  actual  state  of  the  government  of 
Boumania,  of  the  attitude  of  the  opposing  parties,  and  of  the  prejudices 
of  the  people,  which  neutralized  in  such  cases  the  power  of  the  gov- 
ernment by  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  the  question  of  foreign  inter- 
vention was  one  of  extreme  delicacy ;  and  so  far  from  accomplishing 
the  desireil  object,  an  intervention  might  resultindiminishingthe  ability 
of  the  government  and  in  subjecting  the  Israelites  to  increased  preju- 
dice and  further  persecution. 

The  Prince  of  Boumania  was  known  to  be  in  favor  of  securing  to  them 
protection,  and  every  effort  of  his  government  in  this  direction  would 
be  rather  hampered  than  assisted  by  foreign  intervention,  for  the  reason 
that  such  intervention  would  give  new  strength  to  the  opposition,  and 
enable  them  to  raise  the  cry  that  the  government  was  administered  by 
foreign  influence,  and  had  ceased  to  deserve  the  confidence  of  the  people ; 
and  while  the  government  was  thus  thwarted  in  its  efforts  to  protect 
the  Israelites,  they  would  be  more  than  ever  exposed  to  insult  and  abuse, 
as  the  indirect  cause  of  foreign  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 

Such  was  the  prejudice  against  them  in  parts  of  the  country,  that,  as  a 
ral  thing,  juries  would  not  convict  the  perpetrators  of  outrages  against 
them,  however  clear  the  evidence;  and  when  the  crimes  were  thus 
ignored  by  juries,  the  government  was  powerless  to  punish. 

At  the  present  time,  with  the  disposition  of  the  government  to  deal 
justly  by  the  Israelites  as  far  as  they  could  accomplish  it,  and  with  the 
idea  now  beginning  to  prevail  that  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world 
was  aroused,  and  that  any  recurrence  of  the  ill-treatment  of  the  Israelites 
would  be  viewed  with  displeasure,  and  might  result  in  foreign  difficul- 
ties, there  was  reason  to  hope  that  they  would  not  be  repeated,  and 
that  there  would  be  a  gradual  amelioration  of  their  condition. 

I  have,  &c.,  ^-^        _, 

DigitiJcOJlNGKAgrte 
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BOLIVIA. 

No.  42. 
Mr.  Marld)reit  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  167.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

La  Fazj  January  31, 1872.    (Received  March  2.) 

Sir  :  A6cordiDg  to  the  treaty  of  August  10,  1866,  between  Bolivia 
and  Chili,  establishing  the  boundary-line  between  the  two  republics,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  twenty-fourth  parallel  of  latitude  south  should  con- 
stitute the  dividing  line ;  but  that  all  guanos,  minerals,  &c.,  existing 
between  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fifth  parallels  of  latitude  should 
belong  equally  to  both  countries.  Since  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty  it 
has  been  found  that  the  guano-deposits  at  Mejillones  are  of  considerable 
value,  and  about  two  years  ago  the  wonderfully  rich  silver  mines  of 
Caracoles  were  discovered  by  a  Chilian,  Diaz  Gana.  It  is  now  feared 
by  the  Bolivian  government  that  Chili  may  attempt  to  possess  herself 
of  these  mines,  as  well  as  of  the  guano-deposits  at  Mejillones,  availing 
herself  of  the  first  opportunity,  with  that  purpose,  which  may  offer.  It 
is  claimed  that  Chili  is  greedily  waiting  for  some  excuse,  however  triv- 
ial, to  take  this  course.  Mejillones  is  situated  between  the  twenty-third 
and  twenty-fourth  parallels  of  latitude,  while  Caracoles,  according  to 
Bolivian  opinion,  lies  north  of  the  twenty-third  parallel  of  latitude.  I 
have  had  several  unofficial  conversations  with  the  President  and  minis- 
ter for  foreign  affairs  upon  this  subject,  and  have  found  that  their  only 
hope  seems  to  be,  should  such  an  emergency  arise,  to  secure  the  inter- 
vention of  the  United  States.  Of  course  I  have  been  careful  not  to  com- 
mit in  the  slightest  manner  our  government  nor  myself. 

The  guano-deposits  at  Mejillones  are  variously  estimated  at  between 
four  and  ten  million  tons,  while  the  mines  of  Caracoles,  situated  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  bay  of  Mejillones,  are  said  to 
contain  immense  riches.  The  capital  invested  at  the  latter  place,  chiefly 
by  Chilians,  amounts  at  the  present  time  to  about  $14,000,000.  The 
population  consists  .of  about  five  thousand  souls ;  while  two  years  ago 
all  that  region  did  not  contain  a  solitary  inhabitant.  A  commission  is 
now  in  session  in  this  city,  which  has  before  it  twenty-eight  propositions 
made  to  the  Bolivian  government  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  from 
the  coast  to  the  mines.  Most  of  the  propositions  ask  no  guarantee  from 
the  government,  but  seek  simply  to  obtain  the  right  to  construct  the 
road. 

This  morning  a  battalion  of  infantry  left  this  city  for  Caracoles,  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  maintaining  order  among  the  miners;  but  the 
real  object  evidently  is  to  be,  at  least  in  some  measure,  prepared  to 
meet  any  hostile  movement  on  the  part  of  Chili. 

Whether  the  alarm  felt  by  the  Bolivian  people  relative  to  what  they 
believe  to  be  the  attitude  of  that  republic  is  well  founded,  the  near 
future  will  show. 
I  am,  &c., 

L.  MARKBREIT. 
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No.  43. 

Mr,  Markbreit  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  177.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

La  Faz,  April  5,  1872. 

Sm:  By  a  decree  issued  January  31,  1872,  the  government  of  the 
Argentine  Kepublic  has  virtually  assumed  jurisdiction  over  the  entire 
territory  constituting  "El  Gran  Chaco.''  It  appoints  General  G.  Vedia 
as  governor  of  the  same,  with  headquarters  at  Ville  Occidental.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  "Chaco"  has  been  for  many  years  in  dispute  be- 
tween Bolivia,  Paraguay,  and  the  Argentine  Republic.  In  the  treaty 
of  1865  between  Brazil  and  her  allies  in  the  Paraguay  war  it  was  expressly 
stipulated  that  the  territorial  rights  to  the  Chaco  should  form  a  subject 
for  future  discussion  and  treaty  between  Bolivia,  Paraguay,  and  the 
Argentine  Republic.  Bolivia,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  the  De- 
partment in  my  dispatch  No.  170,  had  recently  appointed  Seiior  Reyes 
Gartloua  as  her  minister  to  Brazil  and  the  states  on  the  Plate,  with 
instructions  to  treat  upon  this  and  other  questions. 

I  am  now  informed  by  Dr.  Corral  that  the  Argentine  Republic,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Boli\ian  representative,  (of  whose  appoint- 
ment it  had  been  notified,)  has  sent  an  armed  force  to  a  pbice  called 
Carapari — claimed  by  Bolivia  as  Bolivian  territory — where  a  slight 
encounter  took  place  between  Bolivian  and  Argentine  troops,  resulting 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  former  and  the  death  of  one  of  their  number. 

When  this  news  reached  La  Paz  the  government  at  once  protested 
against  this  violation  of  Bolivian  territory,  at  the  same  time  issuing  a 
decree  calling  out  for  service  on  the  frontier  four  thousand  militia,  and 
appointing  General  Avila  as  general-in-chief.  In  the  mean  time  Senor 
Cardona  has  been  directed  to  depart  at  once  for  his  diplomatic  posts, 
and  the  matter,  for  the  present,  rests  here. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  Bolivia  has  not  been  fortunate  with  her 
neighl>ors  in  questions  referring  to  her  boundaries.  When,  in  the  year 
1825,  the  separation  between  "  Alto  ^  and  "  Bajo  Peru  ^  took  place,  and 
Bolivia  became  an  independent  nation,  she  was  left  with  but  one  miser- 
able port  on  the  Pacific,  (Cobija,)  the  very  important  port  of  Arica  and 
the  inland  town  of  Tacna,  both  so  very  essential  to  Bolivia,  remaining 
in  possession  of  Peru. 

Again,  in  the  treaty  of  1867  with  Brazil,  although  she  obtained  the 
inestimable  advantage  of  an  outlet  to  the  Atlantic,  via  the  Amazon,  yet 
it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  Bolivia  sustained  material  territorial 
loss. 

In  the  treaty  of  "limites'^  with  Chili  in  1866  she  was  even  more  un- 
fortunate, for  she  lost  territory  without  getting  anything  in  return ; 
and  now  I  fear  she  is  about  to  have  serious  complications  with  one  of 
the  two  only  neighboring  countries  (the  other  is  Paraguay)  with  which 
she  has  no  boundary  treaty. 
I  am,  &c.. 

L.  MARKBREIT. 
5  P  B 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


66  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 


BRAZIL. 

No.  44. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  8.]  United  States  Legation, 

Riode  Janeiro,  September  9,  1871.    (Received  October  7.) 

Sir:  1  have  the  honoF  to  say  that  the  political  condition  continues 
here  without  change  from  what  was  set  forth  in  my  No.  3,  August  25. 

The  emancipation  bill,  which  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  excite- 
ment and  discussion,  passed  the  House  of  Deputies  August  28,,  by  a 
majority  of  26  votes.  It  is  now  under  discussion  in  the  Senate,  and  has 
been  warmly  debated.  This  great  measure  of  justice  and  humanity 
will,  in  all  probability,  pass  that  body  also  within  a  day  pr  two,  as  the 
Chambers  finally  adjourn  on  the  15th  of  September. 

The  short  crop  caused  by  the  frosts,  &c.,  in  the  southern  provinces, 
has  raised  the  price  of  coff'ee  far  beyond  what  is  justified  by  the  sales 
abroad ;  yet  large  quantities  are  daily  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Department,  in  this  connection, 
the  propriety  of  considering  what  representations  might  properly  be 
made  to  this  government,  with  a  view  of  inducing  it  to  lower  the  duty 
here  on  articles,  flour  and  lard  especially,  the  production  of  the  United 
States,  consumed  in  Brazil,  in  return  for  and  before  we  make  at  home 
a  further  reduction,  or  entire  abolition  of  our  duty  on  coffee. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  it  seems  to  me,  that  something  of  the  sort 
was  not  done  previous  to  the  reduction  of  our  duty  on  coffee  from  five 
to  three  cents  per  pound.  When  it  is  considered  that  we  take  from  the 
Brazilians  three-fifths  of  their  whole  crop,  upon  which  they  depend  ex- 
clusively to  meet  the  cost  of  all  tl^eir  imports,  and  that  the  diminution 
of  our  duty  on  that  article  inured  entirely  to  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
ducer here,  who  instiuitly  raised  its  price,  it  would  seem  that  we  ought 
to  be  able  easily  to  come  to  such  an  understanding  (without  the  tram- 
mels of  a  formal  commercial  treaty)  as*  would  secure  to  our  products 
here  some  of  the  advantages  at  least  to  whi«h  our  position  as  their  best 
customer  entitles  us. 

I  am  aware  of  the  interest  the  President  takes  in  this  matter  of  en- 
larging and  facilitating  foreign  markets  for  our  wheat  and  flour,  and 
the  products  especially  of  the  Northwest,  and  as  Brazil  is  the  largest 
consumer  of  these,  it  might  not  be  diflicult  under  the  instructions  of 
the  Dei)artment  to  come  to  some  such  understanding  and  mutual  action 
by  the  two  countries  as  should  greatly  increase  the  commerce  between* 
them. 

If  these  suggestions  should  meet  your  approbation,  I  respectfully  ask 
'jour  instructions  in  that  regard. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PARTRIDGE. 


No.  45. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fishi 

No.  13.]  United  States  Legation, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  September  23, 1871.    (Received  October  21.) 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  translation  of  the  note  just 

o 
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received  this  evening  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  by  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  Mr. Correia  informs  me  that  Her  Highness  the  Princess 
Imperial  Eegent,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  has  been  pleased  to  ap- 
point the  Baron  de  It^ubi,  now  the  Brazilian  envoy,  &c.,  in  France  to 
be  a  member  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  under  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  (of  May,  1871.) 

The  Baron  de  Itfyuba  is  over  sixty  years  of  age,  was  educated  for  the 
bar,  was  professor  of  law  in  one  of  the  schools  in  this  empire,  and  he  has 
been  for  more  than  twenty  years  resident  in  Europe  (ts  envoy  to  Prussia 

S where  he  married)  and  France.  He  has  never  served  in,  or  lived  in, 
Dngland,  and,  from  what  I  can  learn,  is  a  gentleman  of  learning,  impar- 
tial disposition,  excellent  good  sense  and  judgment.  He  has  the  com- 
plete confidence  of  the  Emperor,  who,  of  course,  made  the  appointment, 
although  it  is  communicated  to  us  as  having  been  made  by  the  Princess 
E<:gent  in  his  naoie.  I  do  not  know  of  any  Brazilian  who  could  have 
been  chosen  whose  reputation  for  fitness  and  fairness  would  be  better 
than  that  of  Baron  de  Itajub^. 

I  hope  it  may  be  as  acceptable  in  Washington,  as  it  is  certainly  well- 
approved  here. 

Yours,  &c., 

JAMES  E.  PAETEIDGE. 


flnclosnre.] 


Rio  DE  Janeiro,  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

September  23, 1871. 

lu  compliance  with  the  promise  expressed  in  my  note  of  the  25th  of  last  month  to 
Mr.  James  R.  Partridge,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  him  that  her  highness  the 
Princess  Imperial,  Regent,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  has  seen  tit  to 
appoint  the  Baron  de  ftajuh^  of  the  conncil  of  His  Majesty,  and  how  his  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  in  France,  member  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration, 
to  \shich  the  go^rnraents  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  are  to  submit,  in 
conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  signed  in  Washington  on  the  8th  of 
May  of  the  present  year,  all  the  reclamations  generally  known  as  the  ^'Alabama 
claims.^ 

In  making  this  communication  to  Mr.  Partridge  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity, 
with  pleasure,  to  reiterate  the  assurances  of  my  nigh  consideration. 

MANOEL  FRANCISCO  CARREIA. 


No.  46. 


No.  15.]  United  States  Legation, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  Septembef*  28,  1871.    (Received  November  3.) 

Sir:  Asking  your  reference  to  my  No.  13  of  the  23(1  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  appointment  of  the  Baron  de  Itajubd  as  one  of  tbe  arbitrators 
at  Geneva,  I  beg  to  add  the  following  statements  in  regard  to  him,  for 
your  information. 

Marcos  Antonio  de  Ara6go  (now  Baron  de  Itajnbd)  was  professor  of 
commercial  jurisprudence  in  the  law-school  of  Olinda,  (now  called  the 
Faculty  of  Law  of  the  Eecife,)  in  the  province  of  Pernambuco. 

He  resigned  this  place,  and  was  sent  in  1834  as  consul-general  of 
Brazil  to  Hamburg,  where  he  remained  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  years, 
and  where  he  married  a  lady  of  fortune. 

In  1852  he  was  named  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
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tiary  of  Brazil  in  Berlin,  wbere  he  gained  the  highest  consideration  and 
respect,  and  especially  the  personal  regard  of  the  then  prince  of  Prussia, 
now  the  Emperor  William  of  Germany. 

In  1867,  receiving  then  the  title  of  Baron  de  Itajabd,  he  was  trans- 
ferred as  envoy,  &;c.,  to  France,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

He  is  a  native  of  the  province  of  Minas  Geraes,  the  mountain-coan- 
try  of  the  interior  of  this  empire,  from  which  so  many  of  its  best  men 
have  come. 

The  Baron  de  ItajubA  has  thus  resided  thirty-seven  yefirs  in  Europe, 
interrupted  by  hardly  a  visit  to  Brazil,  and  his  studies  and  occupations 
there,  as  well  as  here,  in  early  life,  have  fitted  him  for  the  place  to  which 
he  has  been  named. 

>     *    I  am,  &c., 

JAMBS  E.  PARTEIDGB. 

Annexed  is  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
notifying  me  of  his  appointment. 


[Inclosnre.] 


Unitbd  States  Legation, 
•  Bio  de  Janeiro,  September  27, 1871. 

To  the  Councilor  Mr.  Mangel  Francisco  Correia, 

Minister  and  Secretary  of  State,  ^'c,  j-c,  ^o. ; 

I  have  received  the  dispatch  (No.  3887)  dated  on  the  2:M  September,  in  which  the 
councilor  and  secretary  of  state,  Senhor  Manoel  Francisco  Correia,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  informs  ihe  that  Her  highness  the  princess  imperial,  regent,  in  name  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor,  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  Baron  de  Itajub^,  of  His  Majes- 
ty's council,  and  now  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  in  France,  as 
a  member  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington. 

1  have,  by  the  packet  of  the  34th  instant,  already  communicated  this  information  to 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  Stat<e  at  Washington,  and  I  do  not  donl>t  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  will  learn  with  satisfaction  the  appointment  of  the  Baron  de 
Itiyubli,  who  has  so  distinguished  a  reputation  for  learning  and  impartiality,  which 
reputation,  added  to  the  confidence  of  the  Emperor,  of  itself  a  hieh  proof  of  his 
merits,  ought  to  reuder  such  nomination  entirely  acceptable  to  both  the  powers  con- 
cerned. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  councilor,  Mr.  Correia,  for  his  promptness  in  making  known  to 
me  this  appointment  in  time  for  the  packet,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to 
renew  the  assurances  of  my  complete  consideration. 

JAMES  R.  PAETRIDGE. 


No.  47. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  16.]  United  States  Legation, 

Bio  de  Janeiro  J  September  29, 1871.    (Received  November  3.) 

Sib  :  You  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  the  emancipation  bill,  secur- 
ing the  freedom  of  all  children  hereafter  born  in  Brazil  of  slave  mothers, 
which  had  previously  passed  the  chamber  of  deputies  on  the  28th 
August,  was  adopted"  by  the  senate  on  the  27th  September,  received 
the  imperial  sanction  froD  the  princess  regent  next  day,  and  is  now  a 
law  of  the  empire. 

The  extinction  of  slavery  in  .Brazil  is  therefore  now  assured.^ The 
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act,  as  passed,  differs  but  little  from  the  bill  presented  by  this  ministry 
to  the  Chambers  on  the  12th  May  last,  as  set  forth  in  Mr.  Wright's  No. 
171,  dated  18th  May.  In  fact,  the  only  change  that  was  not  verbal, 
was  the  striking  out,  in  the  sixth  article,  of  the  provision  that  ^'  the 
slaves  now  belonging  to  religious  orders  shall  he  free  after  seven  years^^ 
thas  leaving  those  slaves  still  such,  just  as  the  slaves  now  belonging  to 
private  persons,  and  extending  freedom  only  to  the  children  of  such 
hereafter  born.  The  order  of  Benedictines,  however,  has  since  the  act 
voluntarily  freed  all  the  slaves  belonging  to  them,  and  given  them  lands 
to  cultivate,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  doubted  that  others  of  the  religious 
orders,  Franciscans,  Carmelites,  Capuchins,  and  Augustinians,  &c.,  will 
follow  this  example. 

By  the  provisions  (article  6)  of  the  act,  (1)  the  slaves  belonging  to  the 
nation,  who  were  occupied  in  custom-houses,  dock-yards,  &c.;  (2)  the 
slaves  given  in  usufruct  to  the  Crown,  (at  the  well-known  desire,  and 
according  to  the  example  of  the  Emperor,  who  had  already  freed  those 
belonging  to  him  and  the  members  of  the  imperial  family  5)  (3)  the  slaves 
of  masters  dying  without  heirs;  and  (4)  slaves  not  claimed  by  their  mas- 
ters, are  declared  now  free  at  once. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  maintenance  by  the  masters  or  by  the 
government  for  the  children  of  slave  mothers  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  for  securing  them  occupation.  The  passage  of  this  law  was 
receivexi  with  great  enthusiasm,  and,  on  the •27th,  as  soon  as  the  vote 
was  taken  in  the  senate-chamber,  roses  and  flowers  were  showered  from 
the  crowded  galleries  amid  cheers  and  demonstrations  of  joy. 

At  uight  bands  of  music  and  processions  with  torches  serenaded  the 
ministers  at  their  residences. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  immediately  sent  to  each*of  the  foreign 
representatives  here  copies  of  the  bill  and  documents  relating  to  the 
project  of  emancipation,  the  receipt  of  which  was  acknowledged  by  notes 
generally  in  terms  congratulating  the  government  on  the  passage  of  this 
law. 

Annexed  (A)  is  the  text  of  the  law,  with  (B)  a  translation.    Annex 
C  contains  printed  copies  of  the  notes  sent  by  the  foreign  representa- 
tives, and  manuscript  copy  of  my  own. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  K.  PARTEIDGE. 


[Annex  B  ia  No.  16.] 
[TnnalAtion  of  the  law  of  Brazil,  freeing  the  children  of  alave  mothers  bom  after  its  passage-J 
THE  LAW  OF  FREEDOM. 
Lam  No,  2040  of  September  28, 1871. 

The  Princess-Imperial  Regent,  in  name  of  His  Mi^estv  D.  Pedro  II,  makes  known  to 
all  the  snbjects  of  the  empire  that  the  Assembly  General  has  decreed  and  she  has  sanc- 
tioned the  following  law : 

Art.  1.  All  children  bom  of  slave  women  in  the  empire,  after  the  date  of  this  law, 
shall  be  free. 

$  1.  The  said  minors  shall  remain  in  the  power,  and  nnder  the  authority  of  the 
owners  of  their  mothers,  whose  obligation  it  shall  be  to  rear  and  take  care  of  them 
until  they  complete  the  age  of  eight  years. 

On  the  child  arriving  at  this  age,  the  owner  of  the  mother  shall  have  the  option, 
either  to  receive  from  the  State  600$000,  as  compensation,  or  to  have  the  nse  of  the 
minor's  services  until  he  completes  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

In  the  first  case,  the  government  shall  receive  the  minor  and  dispose  of/him  in  con- 
ormity  with  the  present  law.  igitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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The  pecuniary  compensation  fixed  above  shall  be  paid  in  bonds  drawing  the  annual 
interest  of  6  per  cent.,  and  which  shall  be  held  extinct  at  the  end  of  thirty  years. 

The  declaration  of  the  master  must  be  made  within  thirty  days,  counting  from  that 
on  which  the  minor  reaches  eight  years  of  age ;  and  if  h^  do  not  make  it  therein  it 
shall  remain  understood  that  he  chooses  to  retain  the  services  of  the  said  minor. 

$  2.  Any  of  the  minors  may  redeem  himself  from  the  onus  of  service  by  previously 
tendering,  either  by  himself  or  by  another  person,  pecuniary  compensation  to  the 
owner  of  his  mother,  valuation  of  his  services  for  the  unexpired  time  being  made,  in 
case  there  be  disagreement  as  to  the  amount  of  said  compensation. 

$  3.  The  owners  will  have  also  to  rear  and  care  for  whatever  children  the  daughters 
of  his  slaves  may  bear  while  they  are  serving  him. 

However,  such  obligation  will  cease  so  soon  as  the  period  of  service  to  be  given  by 
the  mothers  is  at  an  end.  If  these  die  within  the  term  their  ohildren  may  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  government.  ^ 

i  4.  If  the  slave  woman  obtains  freedom,  those  of  her  children  under  eight  years  of 
ago  who  are  in  the  power  of  her  owner,  by  virtue  of  $  1,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  her, 
unless  she  prefers  to  leave  them,  and  the  master  agrees  to  keep  them. 

(  5.  In  the  case  of  alienation  of  the  slave  woman,  her  free  9hildren  under  twelve 
years  shall  go  with  her,  and  her  new  owner  shall  be  subrogated  in  the  rights  and  obli- 
gations of  the  former  one.  ^ 

$  6.  The  apprenticeship  of  the  children  of  the  slav^  women  shall  cease  before  the 
time  fixed  in  f  1,  if  it  be  recognized  by  a  sentence  of  a  criminal  court  that  the  owners 
of  the  mothers  ill-treat  them,  by  inflicting  excessive  punishment  on  them. 

J  7.  The  right  conferred  on  (he  masters  in  J  1  is  transferred  in  cases  of  forced  (♦.«., 
by  law)  succession,  and  the  child  of  the  slave  shall  render  service  to  the  person  to 
whom  the  said  slave  woman  falls  in  the  division  of  the  succession. 

Art.  2.  The  government  may  deliver  to  associations  authorized  by  it  whatever  chil- 
dren, bom  of  slaves  since  the  dat^  of  this  law,  are  allowed  to  be  at  large  or  abandoned 
by  the  owners  of  the  slaves,  or  are  withdrawn  from  the  owners'  power  by  virtue  of  art. 

$  1.  The  said  associations  shall  have  right  to  the  uncompensated  services  of  the 
minors  up  to  the  complete  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  may  assign  such  services,  but 
shall  be  bound: 

1.  To  rear  and  take  care  of  said  minors. 

2.  To  form  for  each  of  them  a  peculium,  consisting  of  the  quota  reserved  for  this 
purpose  by  the  statutes  of  the  association." 

3.  To  obtain  for  them  suitable  employment  at  the  end  of  their  service. 

$  2.  The  associations  treated  of  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  shall  be  subject  to  the 
inspection  of  the  judges  of  orphans,  as  to  the  minors. 

This  provision  is  applicable  to  foundling  hospitals,  and  to  persons  whom  the  judges 
of  orphans  may  intrust  with  the  education  of  said  minors,  in  default  of  associations  or 
establishments  created  for  such  purpose. 

$  3.  The  right  is  reserved  to  the  government  of  placing  the  said  minors  in  public 
establishments ;  the  State,  in  this  case,  assuming  the  obligations  imposed  by  (  1  on 
authorized  associations. 

Art.  3.  In  each  province  of  the  empire  as  many  slaves  shall  be  freed  annually,  as  will 
correspond  to  the  quota  annually  disposable  from  the  fund  intended  for  emancipation. 

$'  1.  The  emancipation  fund  is  formed  from^ 

1.  The  tAx  on  slaves. 

2.  The  imperial  taxes  on  the  transmission  of  property  in  slaves. 

3.  The  product  of  six  lotteries  annually,  exempt  from  taxation,  and  the  tenth  part  of 
all  granted  hereafter  for  drawing  in  the  capital  of  the  empire. 

4.  The  fines  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  law. 

5.  Sums  voted  in  the  imperial,  provincial,  and  municipal  estimates. 

6.  Subscriptions,  donations,  and  legacies  fot  the  purpose. 

$  2.^  The  sums  voted  in  the  provincial  and  municipal  estimates,  and  all  subscriptions, 
donations,  and  legacies,  with  local  destination,  shall  be  applied  to  emancipation  in  the 
provinces,  comarcas,  municipalities,  and  parishes  indicated. 

Art.  4.  To  the  slave  is  permitted  the  formation  of  a  peculit^m,  with  what  comes  to 
him  by  donation,  legacies,  and  inheritances,  and  with  what,  by  consent  of  his  owner,  he 
obtains  by  his  labor  and  savings.  The  government  shall  provide  in  the  regulations 
for  the  placing  and  safetv  of  said  peculium. 

$  1.  By  death  of  the  slave  half  the  pe6nllum  shall  belong  to  the  surviving  spouse,  if 
there  be  one,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  heirs,  according  to  the  civil 
law. 

In  the  failure  of  heirs  the  peculium  shall  be  a^udlcated  to  the  emancipation  fund 
treated  of  in  art.  3. 

$  2.  Every  slave  who,  by  means  of  his  peculium,  obtains  the  means  of  indemnifying 
his  services,  has  right  to  liberation.    If  the  compensation  be  not  fixed  by  agreement  it 
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slial]  be  80  by  arbitration.     In  judicial  sales  or  inventories  the  price  of  liberation  shal 
bo  that  of  valuation. 

$  3.  It  is,  moreover,  |>ennitted  to  slaves,  in  favor  of  tbeir  liberty,  to  contract  with  a 
third  party  the  rentlMnp^  of  future  servicer  for  a  time  not  exceeding  seven  years,  with 
the  eonsent  of  tbe  umster  and  tbe  approval  of  the  orplian  court. 

$  4.  Any  slave  blunging  to  joint  owners,  if  freed  by  one  of  them  shall  have  right 
to  his  liberation  on  indemnifying  Iiis  other  owners  for  the  shares  belonging  to  them. 
This  compensation  may  be  paid  with  services  rendered  for  a  term  of  not  over  seven  years, 
io  conformity  with  the  preceding  paragraph. 

§  .5.  Liberation  by  contract  with  the  stipulation  of  rendering  service  during  a  term 
of  years  shall  not  become  annulled  because  of  the  non-performance  of  the  stipulation, 
but  the  freed  man  may  be  forced  to  fulfill  it  by  labor  in  public  establishments,  or  by 
contracts  of  hire  with  private  persons. 

$  6.  All  liberations,  whether  gratuitous  or  with  onus,  shall  bo  exempt  from  every 
tax,  fee,  or  expense. 

$  7.  In  cases  of  alienation  or  transmission  of  slaves  it  is  forbidden,  under  penalty  of 
nullity,  to  separate  spouses,  or  children  under  12  years  of  age,  from  their  father  or 
mother. 

^  8.  If  the  division  of  chattels  between  heirs  or  partners  does  not  comport  with  the 
union  of  a  family,  and  no  one  of  them  proffers  to  keep  it  under  his  dominion,  replacing 
the  shares  of  the  others  interested,  the  family  shall  be  sold  together  and  its  product 
divided.  , 

$  9.  Ord.  Book  IV,  Tit.  63,  is  hereby  derogated  in  that  part  which  revokes  liberations 
because  of  ingratitude. 

Akt.  5.  The  emancipation  societies  already  organized,  and  those  hereafter  formed, 
shall  be  snliject  to  the  inspection  of  the  orphan-judges. 

Only  J.  Said  societies  shall  have  a  lien  on  the  services  of  slaves  liberated  by  them, 
in  compensation  of  the  price  of  purchase. 

Art.  6.  The  following  s^ves  are  now  declared  free  : 

$  L  The  slaves  belonging  to  the  nation;  to  whom* the  government  may  give  what- 
ever employtuent  it  thinks  proper. 

$  2.  The  slaves  given  in  usufruct  to  the  Crown. 

^  3.  Slaves  of  unclaimed  estates. 

$  4.  Slaves  abandoned  by  their  owners: 

If  these  abandon  them  as  invalids,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  maintain  them  except  ia 
case  of  poverty,  and  the  aliments  shall  be  fixed  by  the  orphan-judge. 

$  5.  In  general,  the  slaves  liberated  by  virtue  of  this  law  remain  for  five  years  under 
the  inspection  of  the  government.  They  are  bound  to  hire  themselves  out,  under  pen- 
alty of  being  compelled,  if  living  in  vagrancy,  to  labor  in  the  public  establishments. 

However,  the  compulsion  to  work  shall  cease  whenever  the  freedman  exhibits  a  con- 
tract of  hire. 

Art.  7.  In  suits  in  favor  of  freedom : 

$  1.  The  process  shall  be  summary. 

§  2.  There  shall  be  ex-officio  appeals  where  in  all  cases  the  decisions  are  against  freedom. 

Art.  8.  The  government  dhall  order  a  special  registration  to  be  made  of  all  the  slaves 
existing  in  the  empire,  with  declaration  of  the  name,  sex,  condition,  fitness  for  labor, 
and  the  parentage  of  each,  if  it  be  known. 

$  1.  The  time  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  registration  shall  be  announced 
with  all  possible  antecedence,  by  means  of  repeated  notices,  in  which  the  provisions  of 
the  following  paragraph  shall  be  inserted : 

$  2.  All  slavey  who,  through  the  fault  or  omission  of  the  interested  parties,  are  not 
given  for  registration  within  a  year  after  its  close,  shall  be  ipso  facto  held  free. 

$  3.  For  the  registration  of  each  slave  the  owner  shall  pav,  once  only,  the  fee  of  500 
reieLif  within  the  time  fixed;  or  of  IfOOO,  if  it  be  exceeded.  The  product  of  this  fee 
shall  be  applied  to  the  costs  of  the  registration,  and  the  excess  to  the  emancipation  fund. 

$  4.  Slave  women's  children  free  by  this  law  shall  also  be  registered,  in  a  separate 
book. 

Masters  omitting  to  do  so,  through  negligence,  shall  incur  a  fine  of  100$  to  200$,  re- 
peated for  every  individual  omitted ;  and  if  through  fraud,  the  penalties  of  art.  179  of 
the  criminal  code. 

$  5.  The  parish  priests  shall  be  obliged  to  have  special  books  for  the  registration  of 
the  births  and  deaths  of  slaves'  children  born  since  the  date  of  this  law.  Each  omis- 
sion shall  subject  the  priest  to  a  fine  of  100$. 

Art.  9.  The  |^vernmeut  may  in  its  regulations  impose  fines  up  to  100$,  and  penalties 
of  simple  imprisonment  up  to  a  year. 

Art.  10.  All  contrary  provisions  are  revoked. 

She  therefore  commands  all  the  authorities  to  whom  the  knowledge  and  execution  of 
the  foregoing  law  pertain,  to  fulfill  it  and  cause  it  to  be  fulfilled  and  kept  entirely  as 
therein  contained.     The  secretary  of  state  for  affairs  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
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pnblic  works  sball  canse  it  to  be  printed,  pnblisbed,  and  spread.      Given  in  tbe  Palace 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  2dtb  of  September,  1B71;  50tbof  Independence  and  the  Empire 

[Signed]  PRINCESS-IMPERIAL  REGENT. 

Thbodoko  Machado  Preire  Pereira  da  Selva. 

Introdnced,  May  12, 1871,  into  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  by  the  Minister  of  Agri 
•altnre. 

Passed,  August  28,  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  by  61  votes  to  35. 

Passed,  September  27,  by  the  Senate,  by  32  votes  to  4. 

Sanctioned,  September  ^,  by  the  Regent,  the  Princess-Imperial  D.  Isabel  Countess 
d'Eu. 

Cabinet  of  March  7, 1871. 

Conselheiro  the  Visconde  do  Rio  Branco,  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  and 
Minister  of  Finance. 

Conselheiro  Joao  Alfredo  Corrda  d'Oliveira,  Minister  of  the  Empire, 

Conselheiro  Francisco  de  Paulo  Negreiros  Sayao  Lobato,  Minister  of  Justice. 

Conselheiro  Manoel  Francisco  Corrda,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Conselheiro  Domingos  Nogueira  Jaguaribe,  Minister  of  War. 

Conselheiro  Manoel  Antonio  Duarte  de  Azevedo,  Minister  of  Marine. 

Conselheiro  Theodoro  Machado  Freire  Pereira  da  Silva,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Com- 
merce and  Public  Workl. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Parti^dgi^s  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  answer  to  his  note  of 
September  28,  1871,  inclosing  certain  printed  documents^  in  relation  to  the  emancipation 

m. 

United  States  Legation, 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  September  28,  1871. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  printed  documents  which  his  excellency 
t*he  Councilor  Sefior  Manoel  Francisco  Correia,  minister  and  secretary  of  state,  had 
the  goodness  to  send  me,  consisting  of  the  opinion  of  the  council  of  state  in  1868,  the 
report  and  bill  of  the  deputies  in  1870,  and  the  report  of  the  special  committee  of  this 
year  upon  the  project  offered  by  the  government,  in  relation  to  the  servile  population, 
which  bill,  having  passed  the  senate  also,  and  received  the  imperial  sanction,  is  now 
a  law  of  the  empire. 

In  returning  ray  thanks  to  bis  excellency  the  Councilor  Correia,  &c.,  I  desire  to 
add,  also,  my  sincere  congratulations  on  the  passage  of  this  beueticent  law,  which 
secures  freedom  to  every  human  being  hereafter  born  in  Brazil. 

The  enactment  of  this  law  will  be  received  with  satisfaction  by  all  nations,  and  no 
one  of  them  will  rejoice  more  than  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
already  given  proof  of  their  support  by  their  adoption  of  these  same  principles,  which, 
through  the  patriotism  and  firmness  of  the  Brazilian  Chambers,  and  the  enlightened 
wisdom  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  have  now  passed  into  a  law,  as  indispensable  to 
the  material  progress  of  any  nation  as  it  is  demanded  by  considerations  of  humanity 
and  Christian  charity. 

And  I  take  occasion  to  repeat  to  his  excellency,  the  Councilor  Sefior  Manoel  Fran- 
eisco  Correia,  the  assurances  of  my  complete  consideration. 

JAMES  R.  PARTRIDGE. 


No.  48. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Partridge. 

No.  19.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  October  21, 1871. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  No.  13,  of  the  23d  ultimo,  communi- 
cating the  agreeable,  intelligence  of  the  appointment  by  the  princess 
regent  of  Brazil,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  of  Baron \le  ItajubA  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Tribunal  of  Arbitration  under  Article  I  of  the 
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Treaty  of  Washington,  I  have  to  express  to  you  the  sincere  gratification 
afforded  to  the  President  by  the  selection  of  so  eminent  and  learned  a 
gentleman. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  C.  B.  DAVIS, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  49. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Partridge. 

No.  21.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  26,  1871. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  No.  8,  of  the  9th  ultimo,  was  duly  received.  That 
part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  diminution  of  duties  on  certain  principal 
articles  of  export  from  the  United  States  to  Brazil  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  copy  of  whose  answer  upon  the  subject  is 
herewith  inclosed.  This  Department  concurs  in  the  views  of  Mr. 
Boutwell.  It  is  desirable  that  the  fiscal  legislation  of  all  foreign 
countries  should  be  so  shaped  as  to  increase  their  consumption  of  the 
products  of  the  United  States,  and  the  state  of  the  trade  between  this 
country  and  Brazil  makes  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  latter  par- 
ticularly to  be  desired,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Brazil  may  find  it 
consistent  with  her  interests  to  make  such  changes  as  may  tend  to  an 
increased  introduction  of  the  products  of  this  country. 

The  disparity  of  the  rates  of  duty  upon  certain  leading  articles,  the 
production  of  the  one  country  imported  into  the  other,  has  from  the  be- 
ginning of  our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Brazil  been  pretty  much  the 
same  as  it  now  is. 

The  representations  which  from  time  to  time  may  have  informally 
been  made  by  us  upon  the  subject,  appear  to  have  had  no  effect  in 
changing  the  policy  of  that  government.  Threats  of  a  countervailing 
duty  upon  Brazilian  coffee  do  not  at  any  time  appear  either  to  have 
been  made  by  us,  or  to  have  been  apprehended  by  Brazil. 

The  statesmen  of  that  country  arc  probably  aware  of  the  extensive 
consumption,  positive  and  comparative,  of  Brazilian  cofiee  in  the  United 
States. 

If,  in  your  unofficial  intercourse  with  leading  men  in  Brazil,  it  should 
be  in  your  power;  without  giving  offense,  so  to  impress  them  with  the 
injustice  of  their  duties  on  flour  and  lard  from  this  country,  as  to  lead 
to  their  material  reduction,  you  would  render  a  service  which  would 
signalize  your  mission,  and  would  merit  the  thanks  of  your  Govern- 
ment. 

I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  60. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  19.]  United  States  Legation, 

Bio  de  Janeiro^  November  1, 1871.    (Beceived  December  20.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No&  11. 12fc 
and  13.  ^       \  :.06gre 
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Your  No.  12  informs  me  that  the  report  of  the  Brazilian  minister  of 
foreign  aftairs,  which  is  declared  in  Mr.  Wright's  dispatch  No.  185  to 
have  been  sent  to  the  Department,  has  not  been  received. 

1  have  now  sent  in  the  dispatch-bag,  addressed  to  the  Department 
and  forwarded  by  the  consulate,  which  will  go  by  the  steamer  Merrimac 
on  the  2Gth  instant  to  New  York,  the  "relatorio"  or  report  of  the  Bra- 
zilian minister  of  foreign  affairs,  presented  to  the  legislative  general 
assembly  on  the  12th  May,  1871.  The  pages  (532  to  580  inclusive) 
which  are  framed  in  red  ink  contain  the  documents  relating  to  foreign 
p  roperty  in  Paraguay,  which  was  declared  by  French  and  Italian  claim- 
ants to  be  theirs,  and  to  have  been  plundered  or  sacked  by  officers  and 
others  of  the  Brazilian  army.  At  page  564  will  be  found  (No.  193)  the 
note  addressed  to  the  Italian  legation  here,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Chapperon,  the  Italian  consul  in  Paraguay.  On  the  following  page 
(565)  is  the  ^'memorandum''  annexed  to  the  foregoing  note,  a  transla- 
tion of  which  is  stated  upon  the  legation  record  here  to  have  been  in- 
closed in  Mr.  Wright's  No.  185.  I  presume  that  translation  reached  the 
Department,  but  to  avoid  possibility  of  mistake  I  have  caused  to  be 
made  out,  and  now  inclose,  another  translation  of  that  "  memorandum," 
and  of  the  preceding  note  also.  1  think  that  1  ought  to  add  that  the 
general  impression  here,  arising  from  these  statements  and  proofs, 
especially  from  the  documents  annexed  to  the  memorandum,  (a  list  of 
which  is  at  page  579,  translation  page  55,)  demonstrates  very  clearly 
that  these  two  claims,  French  and  Italian,  were  grossly  exaggerated, 
if  not,  in  greater  part,  fabricated.  Chapperon  was  from  all  accounts  a 
tool  in  the  hands  of  Lopez;  and  who  actually  stood  by  and  saw  several 
of  his  countrymen  shot  by  order  of  Lopez,  without  any  (apparent)  inter- 
vention by  him  on  their  behalf.  It  also  appears  that  he  exacted  pay- 
ment from  his  countrymen  and  others  for  the  storage  and  shelter,  in  his 
consulate,  of  goods  belonging  to  them. 

It  also  appears  that  he  refused  to  surrender,  before  the  sack,  many 
valuables  so  left  with  him;  and  he  was  assassinated,  it  is  said,  by  some 
of  his  own  countrymen  in  Buenos  Ayres,  in  revenge  for  his  desertion  of 
their  interests  confided  to  his  charge,  and  for  not  interfering  on  behalf 
of  the  lives  of  others,  (their  relatives,)  who  were  sacrificed  by  Lopez.  I 
have  had  a  conversation  with  Baron  Cavalchini,  the  Italian  envoy  here, 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  He  maintains  that  there  was  a  robbery  of 
many  goods  and  valuables  by  Brazilian  officers  and  soldiers,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  occupation ;  that  the  *^  termos"  (or  reports  by  Brazilian  officers 
to  their  commander-in-chief)  of  merchandise,  jewels,  and  money,  found 
in  various  houses  at  that  time,  were  lists  of  such  goods,  &c.,  only  as 
were  left  after  such  sack,  or  as  were  found  in  such  houses  as  had  not 
been  broken  into  and  robbed.  He  also  stated  to  me,  in  the  same  confi- 
dential conversation,  that  it  was  his  belief,  and  which  he  thought  sup- 
ported by  many  incidents,  that  Chapperon  was  assassinated  not  by 
Italians,  but  by  Brazilians,  and  officers  of  their  army,  against  whom  he 
could  have  given  or  procured  very  damaging  testimony  in  relation  to 
the  sack  at  the  moment  of  occupation. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  E.  PAETEIDGE. 
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Translation  of  the  note  of  the  imperial  government  to  the  Italian  legation  in  relation  to  the 

claim  of  Chapperon. 

MiijinsTRY  OF  Foreign  Affairs, 

JRio  de  Janeiro^  May  11, 1871. 

The  Italian  legation,  by  order  of  its  government,  has  nrged  in  conference  and  by  note 
the  reclamation  which  the  late  Italian  consul  in  Paraguay,  Chai)peron,  addressed  on 
the  6th  February,  1869,  to  Marshal  Giulherme  Xavier  de  Souza,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Brazilian  troops  in  that  republic. 

The  said  consular  agent  imputed  to  the  Brazilian  troops,  which  occupied  the  Para- 
guayan cities  of  Asuncion  and  Luque,  the  sack  of  his  houses,  which  he  says  took  place 
after  the  occupation. 

The  above-mentioned  general  and  this  ministry  met  the  charge,  by  presenting  the 
reports  of  officers  who  had  been  intrusted  with  the  police  of  those  two  cities. 

but  the  above-mentioned  legation  having  renewed  the  claim,  the  government  of  His 
Miyesty  the  Emperor  requested  his  royal  highness  thq  Conde  d'Eu,  then  c(»mmander- 
in-chlef  of  the  Brazilian  lorces,  to  forward  other  and  more  circumstantial  information 
in  relation  to  the  facts  alleged  by  the  aforesaid  consular  agent. 

The  same  request  was  made  to  the  special  mission  of  Brazil,  then  on  service  in  the 
river  Plate. 

The  information  obtained  in  reply  to  these  requests,  confirms  the  answers  which  one 
of  my  pfedecessors  and  Marshal  Sonzagaveto  the  above-mentioned  claim,  the  former  in 
a  communication  dated  February  14, 1869,  the  latter  in  a  conference  of  April  19,  and  in 
a  note  of  June  15  of  the  same  year. 

From  the  inclosed  memorandum,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Chevalier 
Affonso  Gonella,  charg^  d'affaires  of  Italy,  will  appear  the  reasons  why  the  imperial 
government  insists  upon  its  first  answer. 

To  this  memorandum  are  also  annexed  several  documents  corroborative  of  the  facts 
relied  on. 

Id  the  examination  of  a  subject  like  this,  delay  was  unavoidable,  since  the  fact^  and 
information  relating  to  it  had  to  be  obtained  out  of  the  country,  as  was  stated  in  the 
note  of  December  18,  1869. 

It  was  proper  to  hear  the  statements  of  those  Italian  subjects  who  had  not  perished 
in  the  Cordilleras  in  consequence  of  the  privations  and  scourgings  they  had  suffered, 
and  those  who  had  not  been  executed  by  order  of  Marshal  Lopez. 

It  was  only  ^vith  great  difficultj'  that  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Brazilian 
army  could  re-assemble  the  Italians  who  had  survived  the  persecutions  of  the  dic- 
tator. 

Involnntary  delay  in  the  solution  of  this  question  was  also  occasioned  by  the  change 
of  the  cabinet,  at  the  moment  when  the  preparatory  work  indispensable  in  such 
matters  bad  just  been  completed. 

I  approve  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Chevalier  Gonella  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

MANGEL  FRANCISCG  CGRREIA. 

(From  the  "relatorlo"  or  report  of  the  Brazilian  minister  of  foreign  affidrs  to  the  legislative  cLambers, 

May,  1871,  on  page  565.] 

Translation  of  the  memorcmdum  accompanying  the  note  of  the  councilor  Manuel  Francisco 
Correia,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  #"0.,  to  the  Italian  minister,  dated  lUh  May,  1870. 

Baron  Cavalchini,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Italy,  at  a  conference,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1869,  stated  by  order  of  his  govern- 
ment,  that  his 'government  had  received  from  Mr.  Chapperon,  consul  in  Paraguay,  a 
report  upon  the  entry  of  the  Brazilian  forces  into  Asuncion  and  Luque,  and  consequent 
oatrages,  embracing  the  sack  of  his  houses  and  the  consulate  itself,  and  damages  to 
many  Italian  subjects;  Baron  Cavalchini  added  that  his  governnleut  was  obliged  to 
give  the  greatest  attention  to  this  matter,  but  that  it  awaited  a  second  report  from  Mr. 
Chapfteron,  that  it  might  again  address  itself  to  that  of  Brazil. 

In  a  note  of  the  1st  June,  Baron  Cavalchini  observed  that,  from  the  documents  an- 
nexed to  the  report  of  this  department  in  the  said  year,  1869,  it  is  seen  that  the  com- 
plaints he  had  presented  at  the  conference  of  the  19tn  of  April  were  not  devoid  of 
foundation,  as,  in  fact,  Asuncion  and  Luque  had  been  sacked. 

In  the  first  of  these  cities  the  Italian  consulate  was  sacked  on  the  5th  of  January, 
notwithstanding  it  had  been  occupied  by  the  Brazilian  army  since  the  1st,  and  in  the 
second  the  event  occurred  also  on  the  5th,  upon  the  entry  of  a  force  commanded  by 
Colonel  Vasco  Alves. 

Finally,  with  his  note  of  the  6th  December,  Baron  Cavalchini  presented,  by  order  of 
his  government,  a  statement  of  the  damages  which  the  royal  consulate  and  some  Ital^^ 
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ian  snltjects,  resident  in  Asuncion  and  Lnqne  allege  that  they  bad  suffered  when 
those  cities  were  occupied  by  the  Brazilian  troops. 

Before  presenting  the  information  and  evidence  which  nullify  the  complaints  made, 
it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  arguments  upon  which  they  are  based. 

Mr.  Chapperon,  as  well  in  the  documepts  accompanying  the  said  note  of  the  1st  De- 
cembHt',  18(Sf  as  in  his  dispatch  of  the  6th  February^  of  tbe  same  year,  addressed  to 
Marshal  Giulherme  Xavier  de  Souza,  presents  only  in  support  of  his  claim  bis  own 
assertions. 

In  opposition  to  these  appear  the  statements  of  the  general  and  other  officers  of  the 
Brazilian  army. 

In  view  of  two  contradictory  statements,  and  without  regard  to  the  greater  or  less 
credit  which  each  one  may  merit,  it  becomes  necessary,  for  the  discovery  of  the  truth, 
to  mAke  a  rigorous  analysis  of  both.  Mr.  Chapperon  states  that  the  alleged  sacking 
of  his  houses  in  Asuncion  and  Luque  took  place  on  the  5th  January.  Mr.  De  Cuver- 
ville,  ex-consul  of  France,  in  Paraguay,  who  occupied  at  Luque  a  part  of  the  house  in 
which  Mr.  Chapperon  resided,  and  who  also  made  accusations  against  the  Brazilian 
troops  similar  to  those  under  consideration,  disagreeing  in  an  essential  point,  asserts 
that  the  alleged  sacking  of  hisliouse,  at  the  said  city,  took  place  on  the  6th,  and  that 
of  his  house  in  the  capitol  on  the  7th. 

In  a  memorandum  of  the  2d  instant,  the  imperial  government  shows  that  the  im- 
putation of  Mr.  De  Cuverville  is  unfounded,  confronting  it  with  notorious  facts,  and 
taking  into  consideration  dates  cited  by  the  Brazilian  generals.  The  same  method  wiU 
be  pursued  in  this  memorandum.  One  cannot  but  feel  surprised  that  he,  who  mentions 
the  date  of  the  alleged  sacking  at  Lu^ue,  and  in  the  capitol,  should  not  state  at  the 
same  time  why  he  did  not  remain  there,  whither  be  retired,  and  what  the  motive  of 
his  not  being  present  at  those  noints  at  which  he  could  have  watched  over  bis  own 
interests,  and  those  which  had  been  contided  to  him,  and  of  his  being  where  there  was 
nothing  to  prot-cct.  *'  The  absence  of  the  consular  agent  from  Asuncion  at  a  moment 
when  it  was  about  tx)  be  subjected  to  military  rule,"  said  the  Duke  of  Caxias,  in  his 
reply  of  the  26th  January,  1869,  to  Mr.  De  Cuverville,  "  was,  naturall^v,  agrave  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  the  regular  and  orderly  occupation  of  the  enemy's  capital ;  because  there 
were  wanting  even  those  who  might  point  out  the  residences  of  the  said  agents,  and 
in  general  the  houses  which,  containing  merchandise  or  objects  of  valiie,  might 
demand  special  protection." 

Mr.  Chapperon  knew,  and  argues  therefrom,  that  the  Brazilian  general  as  soon  as  be 
entered  the  place  began  to  police  it,  posting  guards  at  certain  houses,  and  takHng  other 
measures  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property. 

Nothing  more  natural,  therefore,  than  that  Mr.  •  bapperon,  consul  of  a  iriendly  nation, 
should  seek  the  military  authority,  point  out  his  own  residence  and  those  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  asking  such  measures  as  he  might  deem  best  adapted  for  tbe  protection 
of  those  habitations. 

Thus  proceeding,  Mr.  Chapperon  would  have  maintained  the  strict  neutrality  of  his 

f:overnment,  and,  at  the  same  time,  would  have  fulfilled  his  duty  in  watchiug  over 
talian  interests.  But  that  agent  orly  appeared  when  he  thought  it  opportune  to  ac- 
cuse the  Brazilian  troops  of  having  sacked  his  residences.  And  this  grave  accusation 
rests  alone  upon  the  assertion  of  toe  claimant,  who  did  not  take  a  single  step  for  the 
protection  of  the  interests  under  his  charge.  And  the  responsibility  of  the  Brazilian 
army  for  the  alleged  sacking  is  deduced  precisely  from  the  fact  of  itfl  generals  and 
officers,  immediately  upon  entering  Asuncion,  having  taken  all  the  precautions, 
humanly  possible  to  protect  the  houses,  where  it  was  supposed  there  might  be  objects 
of  value.  How  could  the  Brazilian  chiefs  know  which  were  the  houses  of  the  con- 
sular agents,  and  of  the  subject-s  of  neutral  nations,  and  those  which  contained  objects 
of  value  and  commerce  T  In  the  entire  absence  of  information  from  the  parties  inter- 
ested, or  from  any  other  source,  the  military  authority,  when  exploring  the  place,  had 
to  post  sentinels,  not  at  the  houses  where  they  knew  articles  of  value  existed,  but  at 
those  which  it  seemed  might  contain  them. 

Of  course,  nnder  such  circnmstances,  the  precautions  taken  conld  not  be  complete ; 
above  all,  considering  that  the  Brazilian  army  entered  a  city  which  was  entirely  un- 
known to  it,  and  where  no  one  was  to  be  found  to  furnish  the  indispensable  information 
needed  to  enlighten  it  as  to  the  protection  of  neutral  property. 

It  was  thus  arguing  that  Baron  Cotegipe,  in  the  said  conference  of  the  19tlt  April, 
1869,  repelled  the  responsibility  imputed  to  the  Brazilian  troops  for  the  alleged  sacking, 
whether  this  occnrrea  before  or  after  the  occupation  of  the  Paraguayan  capital. 

Neither  the  belligerent  who  occupies  a  '^  place  forte,"  nor  he  who  abandons  it  to 
another  belligerent,  can  be  responsible  for  the  losses  which  may  be  suffered  by  the 
subjects  of  neutral  nations  during  the  interval  which  intervenes  between  the  retiring 
of  one  and  the  regular  establishment  of  the  other. 

It  can  be  understood  that  during  this  interval  the  place  may  remain  at  the  mercy  of 
unscrupulous  adventurers. 
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This  was  pvecisely  what  occurred  in  Asuucion,  abandoned  by  the  Paraguayans  a  long 
tim«  before  the  Brazilian  troops  entered  it. 

When  one  of  the  belligerents  occnpies  any  "  place  forte,"  or  city,  which  may  be  un- 
der a  proper  administration,  little  inconvenience  can  arise  from  this  fact,  so  long  as  the 
principles  of  modern  international  law  shall  be  observed.  But  if  the  occupant,  as  in 
the  present  case,  finds  everything  disorganized,  and  does  not  meet  any  one  who  can 
enlighten  him,  or  furnish  the  information  necessary  under  such  circumstances,  irregu-, 
larities  must  occur,  which  will  be  repeated  at  all  times,  in  all  countries,  in  all  wa  rs 
the  same  causes  being  present. 

The  Brazilian  army  cannot,  therefore,  be  responsible  for  the  criminal  or  reprehensible 
acts  perpetrated  while  it  did  not  control  the  place ;  or  while,  after  having  entered  it, 
it  was  not  possible  for  the  Brazilian  generals  and  officers  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures 
which  they  considered  indispensable. 

The  first  care  of  the  Brazilian  generals  upon  entering  Asuncion  was  to  take  measures 
for  the  protection  of  property.  It  is,  therefore,  strange  that  this  worthy  procedure,  in 
place  of  praise,  should  provoke  accusations;  that  these  generals  should  not  have  pre- 
vented depredations,  committed  without  their  knowledge,  and  which  moreover  occur- 
red, as  everything  would  induce  the  belief,  before  the  army  had  occupied  the  capital 
and  the  city  of  Luque. 

He  who,  in  a  city  in  its  normal  condition,  charges  himself  with  the  safe-keeping  or 
deposit  of  certain  property  does  not  hold  the  local  administration  responsible  ifj^  by 
chance,  such  property  shall  be  stolen.  He  has  rather  to  prove  before  the  tribunals 
that  there  was  no  want  of  due  care  on  his  part,  without  which  he  is  not  relieved  from 
responsibility  for  the  loss  of  the  property,  even  in  the  case  of  vis  viajor.  (Depositaries 
omni3  qui  dicit  se  rem  amidsse.  Doneau  upon  Law,  7th  Code  Deposites.  Such  is  also  the 
doctrine  laid  down  in  note  No.  5  to  the  Art.  1845  of  the  Italian  Civil  Code,  with  notes 
.of  Vincenzo  Cattaneo,  vol.  2,  page  1451.) 

The  alleged  sacking  might  have  been  one  of  the  accidents  of  the  vis  majory  of  which 
the  cited  article  1845  treats ;  but  inquiry  must  be  made  if  the  depositary  took  meas- 
ures to  guard  what  was  confided  to  his  safe-keeping,  or  if  he  abandoned,  without  just 
cause,  the  places  where  the  deposits  existed.  In  a  dispatch  of  the  12th  February,  1869, 
pablished  at  page  98  of  the  report  of  this  department  of  the  same  year,  Colonel  Jos^ 
Fereira  da  Silva,  jr.,  says : 

*'^  After  our  battalions  had  entered,  I  passed  along  some  of  the  streets,  and  observed 
that,  in  front  of  the  houses  which  showed  the  arms  of  foreign  consniates,  guards  had 
been  posted  by  order  of  Colonel  Hermes  Ernesto  da  FouQeca,  who  on  the  night  of  the 
let  January  had  landed  at  this  port,  and  asking  why  they  were  there,  the  respective 
oommanders  replied  that  it  was  to  prevent  those  houses  from  being  violated;  afterward 
it  waa  known  that  from  the  interior  of  adjoining  houses  they  h^  been  entered  and 
robbed,  but  it  could  not  be  discovered  by  whom,  because  on  the  said  night  pf  the  1st  a 
Paraguayan  force  was  here,  and  since  the  said  night  a  multitude  of  suttlers  and  ad- 
Tenturers,  who  accompany  the  expedition  by  sea  and  land,  were  already  here." 

In  dispatches  of  the  17th  January,  10th  Febrnary,  and  4th  March,  published  at  pages 
89,  95,  and  104  of  the  cited  report.  Colonel  Hermes  da  Fonseca  states  the  precautions 
he  took  to  police  the  place  as  soon  as  he  arrived  there,  and  the  difficulties  he  encoun- 
tered in  the  execution  of  this  commission  from  the  total  absence  of  any  one  who  could 
fbrnish  him  with  the  necessary  information. 

In  these  dispatches  the  purpose  to  repress  any  attack  upon  private  property  is 
clearly  demonstrated. 

As  regards  the  measures  taken  at  Luque,  Colonel  Yasco  Alves  Pereira  states  them 
in  the  following  manner  in  a  dispatch  of  the  5th  February,  published  in  the  said  re- 
port at  page  91 : 

'*  His  ei£ellenoy  the  Marquis,  marshal  and  commander-in-chief,  having  ordered  me 
to  occupy  this  point,  and  that  I  should  carefully  examine  all  the  houses  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  they  contained  any  material  of  war,  as  soon  as  I  received  this  order  I 
sent  Major  Jo&o  Baptista  Barreto  Leite,  assistant  deputy  adjutant-general,  attached  to 
this  command,  to  examine  the  whole  settlement,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  he 
coi:dd  find  any  house  showing  any  indication  or  sign  that  it  belonged  to  any  other  na- 
tionality than  that  of  the  country,  and,  if  he  should  find  any  such,  to  post  guards  at 
them.  Upon  his  return  he  reported  that  he  had  executed  my  order,  and  had  found  no 
bouse  of  such  description.  At  the  same  time  that  I  sent  Major  Barreto  Leite,  I  dis- 
patched a  police  force  of  two  officers  and  twenty  men  to  prevent  the  touching  of  any 
article,  even  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  country." 

It  is  thns  seen  that  the  Brazilian  authorities,  occupying  Asuncion  and  Luque,  not- 
withstanding they  had  no  knowledge  of  what  existed  in  those  cities,  took  every  pre- 
caution for  the  protection  of  private  property.  Mr.  Chapperon,  who  did  not  appear 
in  time  to  watch  over  the  property  and  interests  of  Italians,  nor  furnished,  from  the 
nlace  of  his  residence,  any  information,  holds,  nevertheless,  the  Brazilians  responsible 
ror  losses  which,  if  they  could  have  been  prevented,  certainly  would  have  been,  if  he, 
the  depositary,  had  fulfilled  his  duty.  .  ^ 
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•  The  Brazilian  army  enters  Asuncion  and  Lnqne,  and,  giving  another  ^proof  of  the 
constant  regularity  of  its  procedure,  seeks,  with  zeal,  to  preserve  the  property  exist- 
ing there. 

As,  notwithstanding  the  precautions  taken,  it  did  not  succeed  in  preventing  therob- 
bery  of  all  that  is  alleged  to  have  existed  in  the  said  cities,  this  is  laid  to  its  charge. 

"But  it  would  be  extraordinary  if,  precisely  on  account  of  these  praiseworthy  pre- 
cautions, it  should  have  to  answer  for  crimes  or  abuses  preceding  or  succeeding  these 
precautions,  which  may,  by  possibility,  have  been  perpetrated.  From  the  argument 
adduced  by  the  claimant,  it  is  deduced  that,  if  the  Brazilian  army,  making  no  account 
of  the  disorgauizixl  condition  in  which  it  found  the  administration  of  those  two  cities, 
had  left  them  iu  the  same  deplorable  state,  it  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  alleged 
losses.  Its  responsibility,  therefore,  arises  exactly  from  the  fact  of  its  having  sought 
to  save  properly  which  hjid  been  abandoned  by  its  owners  or  depositaries. 

It  is  known  that  the  dictator,  Lopez,  in  the  war  with  the  allied  nations,  adopted 
the  system  of  reducing  to  complete  abandonment  every  place,  city,  or  settlement 
which  he  could  no  longer  defend.  The  city  of  Asuncion,  being  abandoned  in  Febru- 
ary, 186'^,  by  order  of  the  dictator,*he  issued  the  decree  of  the  Ist  December,  of  the 
same  year,  ordering  the  removal  of  all  personal  property,  of  every  kind  and  descrip- 
tion, which  might  still  have  been  kept  there.  This  determination,  like  all  the  orders 
of  Marshal  Lopez,  would  not  fail  to  meet  an  immediate  and  complete  execution,  even 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Chapperon  and  his  countrymen.  But,  if  this  was  not  so  as  regards 
that  consular  agent,  why  did  he  abandon  his  own  interests  and  those  which  had  been 
confided  to  him,  and  fail  to  take  any  of  those  precautions  required  of  him  in  his  char- 
acter of  depositary! 

Mr.  Chapperon  cannot  free  himself  from  the  responsibility  that  attaches  to  every 
depositary  by  the  simple  allegation  of  ri«  major.  It  would  be  necessary  to  prove  that, 
on  his  part,  there  was  not  the  least  want  of  care.  But  this  has  not  been  shown,  nor 
can  it  be.  Such  is  the  doctrine  sustained  by  jurisconsults,  and  established  in  de- 
cisions by  the  French  courts  in  the  cases  of  Sourdis  et  Boisy  and  Coudraye  et  Cousseau 
de  Montreau.    Dalloz,  R^p.  de  LSg.,  tom.  15,  pages  459  and  460. 

Mr.  Chapperon  does  not  say  when  he  arrived  at  Asuncion  and  Luque,  nor  ex- 
plain his  absence  from  those  citie§,  where  he  kept  the  deposits,  but  states  that  the 
alleged  sacking  took  place  on  the  5th.  Up  to  the  6th  the  house  at  Asuncion  had  sen- 
tinels posted  at  the  door.  How,  then,  could  Mr.  Chapperon  certify  himself  that  the 
house  was  sacked  on  the  5th,  without  the  sentinels  having  any  knowledge  of  his  en- 
trance there,  or  that  of  any  other  person  ? 

On  the  1st  January  the  first  Brazilian  troops  arrived  at  the  capital,  (sixth  bri- 
gade.) 

Nevertheless,  the  Italian  consul,  who  had  constituted  himself  the  depositary  of  many 
private  individuals,  and  who  says  that  the  property  confided  to  him  w»is  deposited  in 
his  two  housejj  at  Asuncion  and  Luque,  did  not  request  of  the  Brazilian  generals  any 
precaution  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  deposits,  when  naturally  this  should  have  been 
his  first  step.  Who  would  presume  that  Mr.  Chapperon,  charged  with  the  safe-keeping 
of  property,  not  residing  habitually  at  Asuncion,  and  knowing  that  this  city  was  com- 
pletely abandoned,  would  there  make  a  deposit  of  such  property  ? 

It  is  proper  still  to  note  that  notwithstanding  the  consul  resided  habitually  in 
Luque,  neither  did  he  remain  there  from  the  moment  the  Paraguayan  troops  withdrew 
from  it. 

Mr.  Chapperon  selected  for  his  residence  a  place  w^here  there  were  no  interests  of 
his  nation  to  defend,  where  he  did  not  keep  the  property  which  had  been  confided  to 
him  ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  the  place  was  but  a  short  distance  from  the  said  cities, 
that  consular  agent,  up  to  the  5th,  the  day  on  which  he  says  the  alleged  sacking  oc- 
curred, had  not  been  at  Asuncion  to  confer  with  the  Brazilian  generals. 

Thus,  while  no  account  is  made  of  the  entire  abandonment  in  which  Mr.  Ohanporon 
had  left  the  interests  confided  to  him,  officially  and  privately,  it  is  expected,  although 
no  request  was  addressed  to  it,  that  the  Brazilian  army  should  have  constituted  itself 
the  guardian  of  deposits,  of  which  the  existence  was  not  even  presumed. 

It  could  not  be  conjectured  that,  known  as  the  condition  of  Asuncion  and  Luque 
was  to  Mr.  Chapperon.  he  having  to  keep  property  in  sp,fe-keeping,  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred, for  that  purpose,  those  two  cities.  What  indications  could  induce  the  Bniziliau 
chiefs  to  suppose  that  in  the  houses  abandoned  by  Mr.  Chapperon  there  existed  deposits 
of  valuable  property  ?  How  could  it  be  presumed  that  he,  who  possessed  these  houses 
in  difi:erent  localities,  should  keep  those  deposits  precisely  in  that  one  iu  which  he  did 
not  intend  to  reside  f 

These  considerations  show,  evidently,  that  Mr.  Chapperon  either  did  not  attach  great 
importance  to  the  deposits,  existing,  as  he  says,  in  the  two  houses  at  Asuncion  and 
Luque,  or  did  not  give  due  weight  to  the  duties  of  depositary,  up  to  the  moment  of 
throwing  the  blame  of  their  disappearance  upon  the  Brazilian  army,  which  could  not 
believe  that  deposits,  of  which  no  one  gave  it  any  notice,  could  be  kept  in  abandoned 
cities.     If  the  word  of  the  Italian  consul — the  only  evidence  presented  by  him—has 
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value  with  his  government,  that  of  the  Brazilian  generals  can  have  no  less  value  with 
the  imperial  government;  ahove  all,* considering  that  the  said  geniarals  refer  to  dates 
and  circumstances  known,  while  the  said  consular  agent  presents  simply  the  fact  of 
the  entry  of  the  Brazilian  troops. 

The  two  cities  referred  to,  having  been  abandoned  by  the  Paraguayans,  the  Italian 
consul,  who  had,  in  both,  important  deposits,  withdrew  from  them,  and  refused  to 
confer  with  the  Duke  of  C^xias,  on  the  4th,  when  he  fell  in  with  him  at  S.  Lourenco, 
on  his  march  to  Asuncion  and  Luque ;  thus  renouncing  the  opportunity,  which  was 
presented  to  him,  of  requesting  from  that  general  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
interests  which  it  was  his  duty  to  watch  over.  These  are  the  terms  in  which  the  duke 
relates  this  incident : 

"Upon  arriving  at  the  parish  of  S.  Lourenco,  where  I  encamped  on  the  4tb,  the 
commander  of  the  advanced  posts  reported  to  me  that  at  a  few  paces  from  our  sentinels 
there  was  an  isolated  house,  iu  a  field,  having  a  flag  flying,  which  he  did  not  know.  I 
immediately  ordered  one  of  my  aids-de-camp  to  go  to  the  said  house,  and  ascertain  by 
whom  it  was  inhabited ;  and  tbat,  if  its  occupant  was  a  foreigner,  ho  should  invito  him 
in  my  name  to  come  and  speak  with  me.  The  officer  to  whom  I  confided  this  commis- 
sion returned  iu  half  an  hour  telling  me  that  theflag  was  Italian,  and  that  the  consul  of 
that  nation  was  there,  who  said  he  had  fled  from  Luque  to  that  point,  so  as  not  to  ac- 
company the  Paraguayan  forces,  which  had  withdrawn  from  that  point,  as  soon  as 
they  heard  of  the  defeat  which  Marshal  Lopez  had  sustained  at  Lomas  Valentinas,  but 
that  he  would  not  leave  tbat  house  where  ho  was  protected  by  his  flag  to  come  to  speak 
with  me.  I  immediately  sent  the  officer  back,  and  again  ordered  him  that  he  should 
seek,  by  all  friendly  means,  to  persuade  the  consul  that  he  ought  to  come  and  have  an 
nnderstauding  with  me,  as  he  was  within -a  military  encampment  and  that  I  might 
8U8iH3Ct  him  if  he  did  not.  To  nothing  would  Mr.  Chapperon  ^sent,  and  maintained 
his  position,  saying  that  only  by  force  would  he  come  to  speak  with  me." 

What  circumstances  obltged  Mr.  Chapperon,  consul  of  a  friendly  nation,  to  accom- 
pany President  Lopez  even  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  not  to  present  himself,  under  the 
pretext  of  not  having  his  uniform  with  him,  to  the  Duke  of  Capias,  who  was  about  to 
occupy  the  cities  iu  which  it  is  alleged  the  deposits  existed  T 

This  fact,  in  the  absence  of  others,  would  reveal  "the  breach  of  neutrality  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Chapperon,  showing  at  the  same  time  that  his  claim  is  without  foundation. 

**It  was  my  intention,"  said~the  Duke  of  Caxias,  in  a  letter  of  the  1st  of  July,  1869, 
''to  inform  myself  from  the  consuls  as  to  the  condition  of  the  city  which  the  enemy 
had  abandoned,  iu  order  to  take  precautions  for  the  security  of  property  which  might 
exist  there,  belonging  to  private  individuals,  and  especially  to  the  subjects  of  their 
nations." 

How,  in  view  of  the  incontestable  facts  above  stated,  can  Mr.  Chapperon,  who  was 
not  in  the  capital,  fix  the  date  of  the  alleged  sacking  of  his  houses  at  Asuncion  and 
Luquef  Upon  what  basis  does  he  sustain  himself  in  attributing  the  sacking  to  the 
Brazilian  army,  in  asserting  that  the  act  did  not  occur  during  the  abandonment  of  those 
two  cities  by  the  Paraguayans  f  As  regards  the  sacking  of  the  house  at  Luque,  Colonel 
Vasco  Alves  Pereira  states  as  follows: 

"When  I  was  performing  this  service,  I  was  informed  that  there  was  a  house  which 
had  been  broken  into  iu  the  rear,  and  that  within  it  existed  a  shield  with  the  arms  of 
the  consulate  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy,  and  that  in' its  yard  there  was  a  box 
which  had  been  broken  open.  I  immediately  named  Major  Jos6  Lourenco,  Vieira  Souto, 
and  two  other  officers,  to  go  to  the  said  house  and  ascertain  what  the  box  contained. 
He,  complying  with  this  order,  found  the  contents  of  the  note,  which  iu  the  original  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency,  and  that  in  the  box  there  existed  some 
articles  of  domestic  use  and  some  liduors,  as  well  as  an  iron  chest  which  had  been 
broken  open,  and  other  articles,  which,  being  numerous,  are  not  stated.  Withal  I  bad 
a  guard  posted,  that  nothing  might  be  taken  away." 

It  appears  that  it  is  to  this  dispatch,  published  at  page  91  of  the  report  of  this  De- 
partment for  1869,  that  Baron  Cavalchiui  refers  when  he  asserts  that,  from  the  docu- 
ments annexed  to  that  report  it  was  seen  that  the  complaints  presented  at  the  confer- 
ence of  the  19th  April  were  not  devoid  of  foundation. 

Baron  Cavalchiui  is  however  mistaken ;  his  assertion  finds  no  foundation  in  that 
dispatch,  nor  in  any  other  published  in  the  report,  as  will  be  demonstrated. 

Mr.  Chapperon  alleges  that  his  house  was  robbed  on  the  5th  January ;  that  is,  on  the 
day  of  the  entrance  of  the  Braeilian  forces. 

But  the  said  house  had  already  been  violated  at  that  time,  as  was  verified  simulta- 
neously with  the  arrival  of  the  imperial  army.  This  is  what  Colonel  Vasco  Alves 
asserts  in  the  said  dispatch. 

Jin  another  dispatch  of  the  12th  February,  published  at  page  96  of  the  cited  report, 
the  same  officer,  replying  to  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Chapperon,  states  as  follows: 

"  I  guarantee  you  that  the  Italian  consul  is  not  able  to  prove  what  be  has  asserted, 
for  when  the  forces  under  my  command  arrived  at  this  point,  (Luque,)  the  house  re- 
ferred to  had  already  been  broken  open,  not  by  the  front,  but  in  the  rear,  which  was 
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inclosed  by  a  brick  wall.    Externally  it  had  no  signs  of  having  been  broken  into,  as 
may  still  be  seen  to-day,  nor  had  it  any  flag  or  shield  of  any  nation." 

After  this  foimal  and  well-founded  denial,  Colonel  Vasco  Alves  explains  the  accusa- 
tions of  Mr.  Chapperon  in  this  manner: 

^^Appeai-ances  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  Italian  consul  deHires  to  impute  to  the 
Brazilian  soldiers  what  was  doubtless  done  by  the  Paraguayans  themselves,  near 
whose  government  he  was  accredited,  but  that  in  his  spite  against  the  Marquis  of 
Caxias,  as  is  seen  from  his  dispatch  addressed  to  the  general-in-chief,  he  seeks  a  way 
of  indisposing  his  nation  toward  the  empire,  by  accusing  her  soldiers  of  crimes  whicn 
they  did  not  commit." 

It.,  is  to  be  observed  that  Mr.  Chapperon,  only  on  the  6th  of  February,  addressed 
the  Brazilian  jgenerul,  reclaiming  for  acts  which  he  alleges  to  have  occurred  on  the  5th 
of  January.  That  consular  agent  explains  the  delay,  saying  that  he  had  not  yet  in  his 
XK)sses8ion  his  uniform,  and  for  this  reason  was  unable  to  present  himself  to  the  Duke 
of  Caxias.  But  Mr.  Chapperon,  who  on  the  6th  February  presented  his  reclamation, 
not  verbally  but  in  writing,  coiild  have  employed  at  once  the  same  means  which  he 
used  a  month  later  to  denounce  the  acts  of  which  he  complained. 

From  what  Mr.  Chapperon  says,  it  would  appear  that  his  uniform  was  neither  at 
'  the  capital,  nor  at  Luque,  nor  at  Campo  Grande,  (Saint  Loureuco.)  Where  then  could 
it  bet  Nor  was  it  auesseutial  condition,  above  all,  wheu  treating  of  so  urgent  a  matter, 
that  the  consul  should  present  himself  in  uniform,  that  the  Brazilian  general  should 
have  heard  him  and  taken  precautions  in  accordance  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
case. 

It  suited  Mr.  Chapperon  to  proceed  in  the  manner  indicated,  which,  as  appears  from 
documents  hereafter  cited,  mskde  against  him  by  the  depositors,  of  only  having  thrown 
the  blame  of  the  disappearance  of  those  deposits  upon  tlie  Brazilian  forces,  when  many 
of  the  said  depositors,  who  were  supposed  to  be  dead,  began* to  appear  in  Asuncion  and 
to  claim  the  property  confided  to  his  keeping. 

From  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Chapperon  it  is  seen  that  he,  since  February,  1868,  had 
provisionally  established  the  Italian  consulate  at  the  bouse  in  Luque.  From  the  same 
dispatch  it  is  also  seen  that  in  Asuncion  there  was  another  house  where  was  also  the 
consulate. 

There  were,  therefore,  two  houses,  one  in  the  capital,  and  the  other  in  Luque,  appro- 
priated to  the  Italian  consulate.  In  neither  of  them,  however,  was  Mr.  Chapperon, 
before  or  after  the  entry  of  the  Brazilian  forces.  And  as  he  says  it  was  only  after  the 
11th  that  he  could  examine  the  state  of  his  house  at  Luque,  how  does  he  assert  the 
sacking  took  place  on  the  5th  T 

As  r^pects  his  house  in  the  capital,  he  affirmed,  as  has  already  been  stated,  that  it 
also  was  sacked  on  the  5th. 

Nevertheless,  many  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Caxias  at  the  capital,  that 
is,  much  after  the  5tb,  Mr.  Chapperon's  secretary,  having  called  upon  the  general-in- 
chief,  only  complained  of  the  sacking  of  the  house  at  Luque. 
Of  the  Italian  consul,  the  Duke  of  Caxias,  in  a  report  of  the  l8%  July,  1869,  says : 
'*  I  only  had  notice,  many  days  after  I  w&s  in  the  capital,  through'a  man  who  pre- 
sented himself,  and  told  me  he  was  the  secretary  of  the  said  consul,  and  that  he  came 
in  his  behalf  to  make  a  v^bal  complaint  to  me  of  the  sacking  of  the  consulate  of  his 
nation,  in  Luque,  by  the  Brazilian  troops.  I  answered  this  man  that  the  complaint 
must  bo  addressed  to  me  in  writing,  that  I  might  act  upon  it,  seeing  that  up  to  that 
date  the  consul  had  not  presented  uimself 

Mr.  Chapperon  has  said,  in  his  dispatch,  that  since  February,  1868,  he  had  established 
provisionally  at  Luque  the  Italian  consulate ;  but  he  does  not  state  the  motive  of  his 
procedure.  It  is  important  to  make  this  clear,  that  we  may  the  better  recognize  the 
want  of  foundation  for  his  accusations  as  regards  the  sacking  in  the  capital.  The 
Italian  consulate  was  removed  at  that  time  to  Luque  in  consequence  of  Marshal  Lopez 
having  ordered  on  the  same  occasion  the  abandonment  of  the  capital  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  seat  of  government  at  the  said  city.  This  being  so,  would  Mr.  Chap- 
peron have  kopt  valuable  property  in  Asuncion  until  January,  18i)9,  cousitloring,  above 
all,  that  in  December  of  the  preceding  year  the  dictator  had  determined  that  every- 
thing should  be  withdrawn  thence  f  The  consulate  being  in  Luque,  and  Mr.'  Chapperon 
residing  there,  why  leave  in  Asuncion  important  deposits  f 

All  these  circumstances,  as  well  as  the  dates  and  facts  cited  by  the  Brazilian  cenr'- 
erals,  render  it  evident  that  the  declarations  of  Mr.  Chapperon  cannot  be  admitted  as 
proofe  in  themselves  of  the  complaints  made  against  the  Brazilian  army. 

To  corroborate  the  argument  adduced,  a  sketch  will  be  made  of  the  interrogatories, 
depositions,  and  reports  of  persona  resident  in  Paraguay  when  the  facts  occurred  to 
which  Mr.  Chapperon  refers. 

Many  of  the  informants  are  Italians.  Their  testimony  ought  not  to  be  suspected  by 
the  Italian  government.  The  complaints  of  these  Italian  subjects  against  Mr.  Chap- 
peron, who  never  reclaimed  or  interceded  with  Marshal  Lopez  when  they  were  the 
victims  of  the  most  iniquitous  spoliations  and  of  the  most  cruel  persecutions,  will  be  a 
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new  motive  why  we  shoald  not  accept  the  statements  of  that  consnlar  agent.  By 
these  same  documents  it  is  fully  proven  that  the  reclamation  of  Mr.  Chapperon  is 
tainted  Vith  partiality  for  the  cause  of  President  Lopez,  in  whose  interest  he  served  to 
the  last  moment,  not  always  respecting  the  duties  of  neutrality. 

The  documents  here  mentioned  are  appended  in  integrumy  and  by  authentic  copies,  to 
the  present  memorandum,  and  are  accompanied  by  a  schc^dule'  signed  by  the  chief 
clerk  of  this  department. 

First  doeumenU — Clippings  from  the  journal "  Regeneracion,''  in  which  will  be  found 
poblished  grave  accusations  made  by  Italian  subjects  against  Mr.  Chapperon. 

From  these  publications  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Italians  do  not  agree  with  their 
consul  in  the  imputations  made  by  him  to  the  Brazilian  army.  They  accuse  hiMf  on 
the  contrary,  with  having  made  away  with  their  deposits.  * 

Second  docmment—A  letter  from  the  Paraguayan  citizen,  Eduardo  Arambnrie,  owner 
of  the  house  in  which  Mr.  Chapperon  lived  at  Asuncion. 

From  this  letter  it  appears  that  the  Italian  consul  had  promised  to  deliver  sundry 
titles  of  property  and  various  articles  which  the  mother  of  Mr.  Arambnrie  had-  con- 
fided to  his  keeping. 

Third  document, — Another  letter  from  Mr.  Aramburie,  in  which  he  states  he  had  re- 
ceived the  said  titles.  It  is  not  natural  that  these  titles  should  have  been  found  if 
Mr.  Chapperon's  house  had  been  sacked. 

Fourth  document — Is  a  long  exposition  from  the  French  subject,  Doroth^e  Laserre, 
which  relates  the  misfortunes  endured  by  foreigners  during  the  dictatorship  of 
Marshal  Lopez,  without  the  slightest  effort  on  the  part  of  thie  consular  agent  to  miti- 
gate these  sufferings. 

Fifth  document,— A  deposition  of  the  Italian  subjects  Catalina  Buero  de  Achinelli, 
Joao  Estrao  Chiapella,  Jo8<5  Ponzio,  Domingos  J096  Bertholi,  and  other  foreigners. 

All  declare  in  severe  terms  that  to  Messrs.  Chapperon  and  Cuverville  must  be 
attributed  the  making  away  of  their  deposits,  and  not  to  the  Brazilian  troops. 

Sixth  document. — Information  given  by  Da.  Francisca  Lopez  de  Leite  Pereira,  and  Da. 
Marianna  Dolores  Pereira,  mother  of  the  Para^ayau  bishop,  Manoel  Antonio  Polocios. 

These  ladies  relate  the  torments  through  which  they  and  many  foreign  subjects  passed  • 
after  the  dictator  determined  upon  the  removal  to  the  interior  of  the  populations  of 
places  he  could  not  defend. 

The  first  informant  relates  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Chapperon  toward  her  when  her  hus- 
band began  to  be  persecuted.  In  this  sad  and  painful  conjuncture,  as  in  others,  even 
when  the  lives  of  Italians  were  in  question,  Mr.  Chapperon  showed  himself  to  be  the 
rabid  partisan  of  the  dictator. 

Seventh  document. — A  report,  by  name,  of  the  foreigners  who  were  barbarously  assassin- 
ated by  order  of  Marshal  Lopez.  From  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of 
Italians  executed  amounts  to  29. 

Eighih  document, — ^Depositions  of  30  foreigners,  among  whom  some  Italian  subjects. 
The  depositions  of  the  Italians,  Dr.  Jeronimo  Becchi  and  Domingos  Parodi,  merit  special 
attention,  which  relate  the  cruelties  practiced  by  Lopez  against  their  countrymen  with 
the  connivance  of  Mr.  Chapperon. 

2finih  document — Deposition  of  the  Italian  Antonio  Montero,  which  confirms  all  that 
his  countrymen  had  stated  in  the  aforementioned  depositions. 

Tenth  document. — Deposition  of  Angelo  Benitz,  sergeant  of  marines,  and  employed  in 
the  commissariat  of  tne  dictator.  He  declares  that  at  Angostura  there  was  shipped 
on  board  the  Italian  gun-boat  Veloce  a  sum  of  money  destined  for  the  agent  of  Lopez 
in  France,  Gregorio  Benitez. 

Eleventh  document. — Deposition  of  other  residents  in  Paraguay,  which  confirm  the 
preceding  statements. 

Tu>elfth  document— A  letter  in  which  Da.  Rosalia  Domeq.  Concepcion  Decond  claims 
deposits  from  the  Italian  consul,  and  a  letter  from  the  latter  acknowledging  the  de- 
posits and  stating  that  his  house  was  sacked  in  October,  1868,  much  before  the  entry 
of  the  Brazilian  forces. 

Thirteenth  document — Declarations  of  Madame  Laserre,  from  which  it  is  seen  that 
the  houses  in  Asuncion  were  forced  by  the  Paraguayan  authorities  immediately  after 
the  abandonment  of  the  said  capital  in  Februan*,  1868. 

Fourteenth  document.— Report  made  b^  the  Duke  of  Caxias  on  the  Ist  July,  1869.  This 
report  is  accompanied  by  two  letters  written  by  Luiz  Caminos,  minister  of  the  dictator. 

From  these  documents,  and  others  mentioned  in  the  schedule  annexed,  which,  as  has 
alread]^  been  stated,  is  signed  by  the  chief  clerk  of  this  department,  and  an  abstract  of 
which  is  not  made,  that  this  memorandum  may  not  be  too  much  extended,  it  is  seen 
that  Mr.  Chapperon  is  accused  by  his  countrymen  of  not  having  respected  the  neutral- 
ity which  his  government  had  imposed  upon  himself  in  the  war  with  Paraguay ;  of 
having  served  as  a  docile  instrument  in  the  hands  of  President  Lopez  and  Madame 
Lynch  in  the  persecutions  and  spoliations  of  which  the^  were  the  victims ;  of  not  hav- 
ing opposed  the  least  resistance,  being  declared  responsible  for  all  the  calamities  which 
they  suffered  in  Paraguay. 

6PB  o   ^ 
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It  is  his  compatriots  who  dispute  the  sacking  by  him  attributed  to  the  Brazilian 
troops. 

Among  the  Italians  interrogated  were  some  who  had  deposited  property  atthe  con- 
sulate. 

In  one  of  the  documents  annexed  to  the  note  of  Baron  Gayalchini,  of  the  6th  Decem- 
ber^ 1869,  are  read  the  names  of  39  Italians,  who,  according  to  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Cbapperon,  suffered  losses  by  the  Brazilian  forces.  The  imperial  government  ordered 
an  iuquest  in  reference  to  the  oomplainte  set  forth  in  that  document.  The  result  of 
this  inquest  confirms  all  that  has  been  stated  in  this  memorandum,  as  well  as  the  re- 
plies of  the  commander-in-«hief  of  the  Brazilian  forces  and  of  the  imperial  government. 
Of  the  Italians  referred  to  some  have  died  and  others  were  executed  after  having  suf- 
ferred  unheard-of  tortures.  It  is  impossible  to  discover,  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
made,  the  fate  of  many ;  but  those  who  escaped  the  wrath  of  the  dictator  were  inter- 
rogated bv  the  Brazilian  authorities,  and  their  depositions  are  annexed  to  the  present 
memorandum. 

Document  2io*  22  shows  the  Italians  deceased,  those  whose  fate  is  unknown,  and  those 
who  deposed. 

To  make  evident  the  irregularity  with  which  the  statement  under  consideration  was 
prepared  when  other  proofs  were  wanting,  the  deposition  of  the  Italian,  Catalina  Bu- 
ero  de  Achinelli,  would  suffice.  She  states  "  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  families  from 
the  city  having  been  decreed,  and  she,  the  informant,  finding  herself  much  embarra^ed 
in  regard  to  the  transportation  of  her  property,  as  her  mother,  being  very  old,  could 
not  live  much  kmger,  she  applied  to  the  consul  to  take  charge  of  a  trunk  for  her ;  that 
she,  the  informant,  not  being  able,  however,  to  go  beyond  Luque,  where  she  afterward 
met  the  said  conanl,  she  again  received  from  him  the  said  trunk  intact,  paying  only  as 
a  fee  for  that  deposit  the  sum  of  $'d7  and  six  reales  and  a  half,  more  or  less,  for  which 
the  consul  did  not  hesitate  to  pass  a  receipt."  Nevertheless  this  lady  figares  in  the 
aforesaid  statement  as  a  claimant  for  2,270  dollars  for  deposits  made  at  the  consulate 
22d  Februwry,  186a 

Giacomo  Colombino  and  Jos^  Ponzio,  also  mentioned  as  claimants,  deny  the  allega- 
tions of  Mr.  Chapperon,  who  is  designated  by  them  as  the  author  of  all  the  misfortunes 
of  their  compatriots.  The  statements  of  these  three  Italian  subjects  form  part  of  the 
document  No.  5. 

In  another  statement,  also  annexed  to  the  said  note  of  the  6th  December,  Mrs.  Susanna 
Aramburie  is  presented  as  a  claimant. 

From  document  No.  3  it  will  be  seen  that  this  lady  does  not  impute  to  the  Brazilian 
army  the  disappearance  of  the  articles  deposited  by  her  at  the  Italian  consulate.  In 
tine,  there  is  not  one  single  evidence  in  support  of  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Ob^pperon ; 
while  the  Brazilian  government  presents  notonl^  incontestable  dates  and  facts,  but  also 
valid  documents  which  destroy  them. 

From  the  infbrmation  given  by  all  the  Italian  subjects  found  at  Asuncion,  it  is  shown 
that  Mr.  Chapperon  never  gave  the  least  protection  to  his  countrymen  ;  who,  on  the 
contrary  being  against  him,  ^ave  accusations  even  as  to  his  conduct  with  reference  to 
the  property  which  was  conbded  to  him. 

Very  different  was  the  conduct  of  the  Brazilian  army.  Being  fbrtunate  enough  to 
rescue  from  the  power  of  the  dictator  some  Italians,  it  ftirnished  them  clothing,  food, 
&c.  Nevertheless,  the  blame  of  having  sacked  the  property  of  Italian  subjects  is 
thrown  upon  the  army  which  liberated  so  many  unfortunates,  and  which,  as  is  shown 
by  documents  Nos.  15  aud  16,  delivered  to  the  provislonai  goverument  of  Paragnay 
property  taken  from  the  enemy  on  battle-fields  aud  in  fortresses.  What  more  generous 
and  more  noble  conduct  could  have  piticticed  the  army  of  the  most  civilized  nation, 
•under  like  circumstances  f 

Otk  the  ocoa^ious  of  the  abandonment  of  Asuticion  and  Luque,  the  Italians  residing 
in  those  cities  suffered  great  outrages ;  and  what  defense  had  they  f  The  statements 
of  the  Italian  subjects,  who  escapi^  from  the  hands  of  the  dictator,  give  a  sad,  very 
sad  answer  to  this  question. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  large  sums,  which  might  have  been  considered,  under 
customary  rigbt,  as  prize  to  the  victor,  were  scrupulously  delivered  to  the  provisional 
government ;  and  that  all  claims  for  damages,  alleged  and  proven,  in  consequence  of 
the  operations  of  the  Brazilian  army,  were  immediately  paid  bv  the  respective  chiefs, 
who  always  made  it  their  pride  not  to  give  caose  for  acts  of  their  subordinates,  for  any, 
the  motft  insignificant,  representation. 

When  the  enemy  by  treachery  invaded  the  Brazilian  territory,  he  devastated  every^ 
thing,  sacked  everything,  sacrificed  evervthing,  respecting  neither  ehildren  nor  young 
girls,  neither  the  old,  the  sick,  nor  the  clergy. 

The  Brazilians,  from  the  moment  they  trod  the  enemy's  soil,  protected  all  they 
encountered  without  respect  to  nationality.  Of  this  noble  proceeding,  which  cannot 
be  contested,  the  empire  is  proud. 

After  the  most  bloody  battles,  the  first  care  of  the  BraeiUan  generals  was  to  succor 
there  who  were  dying  from  '^destitution,  from  cruelty  aud  torture,  the  narrative  of 
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wtrioh  cftoses  horror  and  Borprise;  the  solicitude  of  the  Brazilians  in  this  humane 
endeavor  being  attested  by  Italian  subjects  and  other  foreigners. 

The  narrative  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  Italians  resident  in  Paraguay,  deprived  of 
all  protection  until  the  arrival  of  the  Brazilian  army  at  the  places  of  their  sufferings, 
most  necessarily  interest  the  government  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy* 

The  gOfvenuBBUt  of  Braeil,  full  of  confidence  in  the  impartiality  and  rectitude  of 
that  orltaly,  awaits  the  judgment  of  this,  aft<er  the  reading  of  the  present  memoran- 
dum and  the  examination  of  the  documents  annexed. 

'  MANOEL  FRANCISCO  CORREIA. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  11, 1871. 


lAat  of  the  docutnenia  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  "  memorandum^' 

Ist.  Copy  of  articles  from  the  Regeneracion. 

Sd.  A  letter  from  the  Parag«ayau  citizen,  E^uardo  Arambura,  dated  April  1, 1869. 

3d.  Another  letter  from  the  same,  dated  January  3Q,  1870. 

4th.  Statement  of  Madam  Doroth^e  Lasserre. 

5th.  DepeeitioQ  ^  the  Italian  subjects,  Catalina  Boeroiw)de  Aohlmeli^  Joao  Estevoa 
Chiapella,  Jee^  Poazio,  &Ai. 

6th.  Statement  of  D.  Francisco  Lopez  de  Leite  Pereira,  and  of  D.  Marianna  Dolores 
Pereira. 

7th.  A  list,  by  name,  of  the  foreigners  assassinated  by  order  of  Lopez. 

8th.  Deposition  of  thirty  foreiguecs. 

8th  hi9.  Narrative. 

9th.  Ditto  of  the  Italian,  Antonio  Montero. 

10th.  Ditto  of  Angelo  Benites. 

11th.  Ditto  of  other  residents  in  Paraguay. 

12th.  Letter  of  D.  Boealia  Domeq  Conoepcion  Deoond. 

13th.  Deelaratioo  of  Madam  Lasserre. 

14th.  Information  furnished  by  the  Duke  of  Caxias,  July  1, 1869. 

15th.  Inventory  of  the  articles  of  gold  and  silver  found  iu  the  churches  of  Caaonp^ 
and  Perebebuy,  and  in  the  house  of  the  mother  of  the  Dictator  Lupoz,  and  also  of  those 
oolleoted  by  the  Bmzilian  forces  in  the  Cordillera  of  Ascurza. 

16th.  Reply  of  the  provisional  government  to  the  notes  received  from  the  special 
mission  of  Brazil  which  related  to  the  delivery  of  the  jewels  of  private  individuals  found 
in  Perebebuy,  and  asked  that  there  might  be  restored  which  uelougi3d  to  the  Freneb 
subject  (deceased)  Pedro  Anglade. 

17th*  inqoiry  made  with  regard  to  Lniz  Caporo  and  Antonio  Dorignac. 

18th.  Statement  of  the  Paraguayan  generab  Resquen  and  Jos^  Falcon. 

19th.  Statement  of  the  Paraguayans  Silvestre  Aveiro,  Mauoel  Palacios,  and  of  the 
Argentine,  Victor  Silveiro. 

$S>th.  Ditto  of  the  priest  Jivel  Maiz. 

21at.  Inreatory  of  the  ol^ets  found  in  the  possession  of  Eliza  Alicia  Lynch,  and  of 
the  documents  corroborative  of  the  generous  manner  in  which  ahe  was  treated  by  the 
Brazilian  authorities. 

5Sd.  List  of  those  claimants  who  have  died,  of  those  whose  fate  is  unknown,  and  of 
those  who  have  given  their  testimony. 

In  the  i^senoe  of  the  genecal  dircolor, 

ALEXANDER  AFFONSO  DE  CARVALHO. 

Dbfartuent  op  Fobeion  Affaibs,  Mojf  11, 1871. 


Na  61. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Partridge.    . 

No.  22.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  10, 1871. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  16,  of  the  29th  of  September  last,  in  relation 
to  the  passage  of  a  "  law  of  freedom  ^  in  Brazil,  has  been  received. 

You  will  inform  the  government  of  Brazil  tbat  the  President  has 
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received  with  much  satisfaction  the  intelligence  of  the  passage  of  the 
law  adverted  to. 
Your  course  in  regard  to  the  matter  is  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  52. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  20.]  United  States  Legation, 

Rio  de  Janeiro  J  November  24,  1871.    (Received  December  20.) 

Sib  :  During  the  late  Franco-German  war,  several  notable  incidents 
occurred  in  this  port,  which  demonstrated  the  disposition,  and  inability 
sometimes,  of  Brazil  to  maintain  her  neutrality,  and  showed  at  the 
same  time  the  indisposition  of  the  French  to  respect  it,  as  well  as  the 
claims  put  forth  by  the  North  German  Union.  The  bringing  into  this 
port  on  the  14th  September,  1870,  by  the  French  gun-boat  Hamelin,  of 
two  North  German  merchantmen,  (Lucie  and  Concordia,)  their  delay 
in  this  port,  after  warning  to  leave  within  twenty-four  hours,  their 
stay  here  having  been  prolonged  for  the  purpose  of  unlading  goods 
on  board  of  them  belonging  to  neutrals,  their  being  left  here  as  in  a 
place  of  deposit,  and  in  *'  charge  of  the  French  consul,^  with  only  a  single 
man  on  board  of  each,  the  prize  crews  having  returned  to  the  Hamelin, 
which  then  went  to  sea  to  procure  from  the  French  fleet  assistance,  so 
as  to  return  here  and  take  said  vessels  out  to  sea — all  this  in  direct 
violation,  not  only  (as  the  Brazilian  government  claimed)  of  their  neu- 
trality, but  in  contravention  of  the  police  regulations  of  the  port,  which 
were  made  known  to  the  French  legation  and  to  the  commander  of  the 
French  vessel — will  be  found  in  the  annex  hereto,  together  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  matter. 

Although  these  occurrences  caused  great  sensation  and  display  of 
feeling  here  in  Rio,  at  the  time,  (in  September  and  October,  1870,)  I 
find  no  account  of  them,  nor  reference  thereto  in  Mr.  Blow's  dispatches 
to  the  Department. 

I  have,  therefore,  made  out  the  annexed  narative  and  statement  from 
the  report  of  the  Brazih'an  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  presented  in  May, 
1871.  The  original  report  has  been  sent  by  this  packet  along  with  my 
No.  19.  This  narrative  is  condensed  from  pp.  7  to  23  of  the  report,  and 
from  the  correspondence  in  the  same  volume,  appendix,  pp.  26  to  183,  to 
which  I  respectfully  invite*  your  attention. 

Supposing  that  these  documents  (report  and  statement)  might  be  use- 
ful to  Mr.  J.  0.  Bancroft  Davis  at  Geneva,  I  have  already  sent  to  him 
(by  the  English  packet  hence  on  the  23d)  duplicates  of  both ;  since  they 
refer  to,  and  profess  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  previous  Brazilian 
circulars  in  regaird  to  neutrality,  which  (reprinted  in  this  report)  I  trans- 
mitted to  you  with  my  No.  11. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  these  can  be  found  of  service. 
I  am^  &c.. 

JAMES  R.  PARTRIDGE. 
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[Annex  to  dispatch  No.  520,  tron\  Brazil] 

A  narrative  of  the  facts  and  r4sum4of  the  correspondence  between  the  Brazilian  government 
and  the  French  and  the  North-German  legations  in  Brazil^  in  relation  to  the  allged  viola- 
ti<yn  by  the  French  of  Brazilian  neutrality  and  their  abuse  of  right  of  asylum  in  Brazilian 
ports  J  during  the  late  Franco-Oerman  war,  by  their  bringing  into  Rio  de  Janeiro  North- 
German  merchant-veseels  captured  off  the  Brazilian  coast,  delaying  the  said  pi-izes  in  that 
harbor  beyond  the  twenty-four  hours  allowed,  and  attempting  to  leave  them  there  in  a  neutral 
port  as  a  place  of  deposit  for  prize,  while  the  captor  proceeded  to  sea  to  take  other  prizes. 
Taken  from  the  **'  Belatorio  "  or  Report  of  the  Brazilian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  May, 

On  the  14th  September,  1870,  two  German  merchant-vessels,  the  Lucie  and  Concor- 
dia, were,  by  officers  in  charge,  brought  into  the  harbor  of  Rio,  aa  having  been  cap- 
tured by  the  French  gun-boat  Hamelin,  as  her  prizes  of  war.  The  entry  of  such  ves- 
sels, under  such  circumstances,  was  permitted  by  the  Brazilian  circular  of  August  27, 
1870,  in  which  reference  was  made  to  those  of  August  1, 1861,  and  June  23,  lw3,  and 
a  permission  to  remain  twenty-four  hours  accordea. 

The  necessity  of  leaving  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  was  notified  to  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  prizes. 

It  appearing,  however,  that  on  board  those  German  vessels  were  goods  of  neutrals, 
the  imperial  government  admitted  that,  under  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  con- 
fess of  Paris,  1856,  more  time  would  have  to  be  allowed  in  order  to  permit  the  unlad- 
ing of  such  neutral's  goods,  and  that  as  soon  as  this  could  be  effected  the  vessels  must 
leave. 

The  German  legatien  at  once  claimed  that  Brazil  was  bound  to  restore  those  vessels 
to  their  owners,  and  to  exclude  the  Hamelin  from  the  ports  of  Brazil,  because,  first,  the 
Concordia  had  been  captured  in  Brazilian  waters,  in  violation,  by  France,  of  Brazilian 
neutrality ;  second,  because  the  Hamelin  having  left  Rio  on  the  14th  August,  and 
returned  on  the  14th  September,  had  not  in  the  interval  entered  into  any  French,  nor 
into  any  neutral  port,  but  had  evidently  been  lurking  in  the  ports  and  under  islands 
of  the  coast  of  Bra^^l.  And  on  the  17th  September  the  same  (German)  minister 
claimed  the  release  and  restoration  of  the  other  vessel  (Lhcie)  on  the  same  grounds. 

The  French  legation,  on  the  other  hand,  declared  that  the  prizes  had  been  taken  six 
miles  and  six  hundred  meters  distant  from  the  Maric^  Islands  and  on  the  high  seas, 
outside  the  territorial  jurisdiction.  And  that  the  Hamelin,  having  left  Rio  for  Monte- 
video, on  the  14th 'August,  had  entered  the  last-named  port  on  the  20th,  and  left  there 
on  the  2d  September,  and  had  returned  to  Rio  on  the  13th  September. 

The  Brazilian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  then  addressed  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  the 
president  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  requiring  him  to  make  inquiry  and  take 
proo& ;  who,  "  some  time  afterward,"  answered  that  nothing  could  be  proven,  notwith- 
standing every  effort  and  search  up  and  down  the  coast  for  persons  who  must  have 
seen  the  fight  or  attack,  in  case  it  had  taken  place  so  near  land  as  alleged,  and  that  the 
Hamelin  had  not  been  in  any  Brazilian  port,  and  had  not  been  seen  novering  on  the 
coast. 

The  Brazilian  government  therefore  concluded  that  there  had  been  (then)  no  viola- 
tion of  Brazilian  neutrality  by  the  act  of  the  Hamelin,  and  therefore  could  not  comply 
with  the  demand  for  restoration,  nor  for  the  exclusion  of  the  French  capturing  vessel 
from  Brazilian  ports,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  This  exclusion  was  after- 
ward ordered,  for  other  reasons,  as  stated  below. 

The  German  legation  in  Brazil  then  objected  to  the  admission  into  Brazilian  ports  of 
German  vessels  taken  as  prize  under  the  above  circulars,  as,  of  itself,  a  breach  of 
neutrality,  which,  ri^jhtly  understood  and  practiced,  would  equally  exclude  all  vessels 
claimed  as  prize  by  either  belligerent,  and  especially  since  the  German  government  had 
jiven  orders  not  to  capture  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy,  by  the  order  of 
8th  July,  1870. 

The  Brazilian  government  replied  that  this  new  rule,  or  order,  was  one  which  was 
not  obligatory  on  any  power  wno  did  not  acknowledge  its  principle,  and  that  no  change 
of  the  rule  of  neutrality  (which  admitted  prizes  of  both  belligerents,  with  delay  of 
twenty-four  hours)  could  be  accepted,  unless  admitted  by  the  other  belligerent,  and 
agreed  to  by  this  government  also ;  which,  when  it  is  laid  down  the  rules  for  conduct 
to  its  officers  and  agents  in  its  circulars,  could  not  and  did  not  know  the  new  excep- 
tion introduced  or  proposed  by  the  German  government.  Besides,  (as  since  appears,) 
the  decree  of  18th  July.  1870,  was  afterward  revoked  by  another,  issued  (at  Tersailles)  by 
the  same  government  in  January,  1871. 

The  (Brazilian)  circulars  of  1861  and  1863,  which  were  thus  objected  to  by  the 
(Prussian)  North  German  government,  were  objected  to  also  by  the  French,  and  for 
reasons  quite  as  unsound.  For  (the  French  charge  stated)  those  circulars  imposed 
restrictions  on  the  freedom  of  action  of  the  French  naval  forces.  France  maintained 
a  large  navy ;  the  Germans,  none.  ^  j 
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This  last  had  a  large  army ;  the  French  army  -was  not  so  nnmerons.  France  thns 
diverted,  to  the  enlargement  and  maintenance  of  her  navy,  large  sums,  "which,  in  case 
no  such  armament  existed,  mi^ht  have  gone  to  the  increase  of  her  army.  That  gov- 
emmentj  therefore,  which  hy  its  acts,  under  form  of  preserving  its  own  neutrality, 
limited  or  restrained  the  effortfl  of  the  French  naval  force  upon  its  enemy's  commerce, 
in  effect,  assisted  that  enemy. 

The  Brazilian  government  answered  that  both  France  and  Germany,  by  their  recla- 
mations, attempted  to  set  up  a  new  rule  of  neutrality,  namely,  that  a  neutral  power 
should  formulate  the  conditions  of  its  neutrality  according  to  the  distribution  and 
organization  of  the  land  and  sea  armanents  of  the  respective  belligerents.  It  is  need- 
les* to  point  out  that  the  attempt  to  enforce  such  a  novel  regulation,  would  at  once 
involve  the  neutral  in  the  great  difficulty  (among  others)  of  requiring  the  condition  of 
neutrality  to  change  with  the  alteruatixig  vicissitudes  of  a  war. 

The  Brazilian  government,  therefore,  would  maintain  the  attitude  in  which  it  had 
placed  itself,  which  was  justified  by  the  principles  maintained  before  the  outbreak  of 
the  Franco-German  war,  and  which  had  been  sustained  by  the  positions  assumed  by 
the  French  government,  and  by  the  decrees  in  French  courts  of  prize. 

The  discharge  of  merchandise  belonging  to  neutrals  on  board  the  Lucie  was  com- 
plete on  the  §4th  September,  1870. 

The  chief  of  police  was,  therefore,  directed  to  notify  the  officer  in  charge  of  that 
vessel,  as  well  as  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Concordia,  as  soon  as  she  had  landed  such 
goods  from  her  cargo ;  and  the  fact  of  such  order  having  been  given  was  made  known 
also  to  the  French  legation  in  Rio. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  and  thus  prolonged,  and  notwithstanding  the 
declaration  of  the  French  charg6  that  the  Hamelin  (the  captor)  would  conform  to  the 
notice,  it  was  not  complied  witli.  Tlie  Hamelin  had  sailed  from  the  port  on  the  23d 
September,  having  left  on  board  the  two  captured  vessels  in  the  harbor  an  insufficient 
number  of  men  to  navigate  them. 

The  German  minister  at  once  declared  this  condition  to  the  Brazilian  government, 
and  protested  against  any  attempt  to  increase  the  number  of  lueu  while  in  this 
harbor. 

The  French  charge  directed  the  French  consul  to  order  the  departure  of  the  Lucie 
and  of  the  Concordia  **  as  soon  as  certain  repairs  had  been  made  which  were  indis- 
pensable to  the  prosecution  of  their  voyage ;"  and  asked  a  further  prolougation  of  time 
therefor.  The  Brazilian  government  declined,  stating  that  the  delay  of  twenty-four 
hours,  allowed  by  the  rules  of  neutrality,  apd  permitted  by  their  instructions,  could 
be  prolonged  only  in  casJa  of  "forced  arrival,^'  (by  stress  of  weather,)  and  to  discharge 

foods  on  board  belonging  to  neutrals.  In  fSEict,  when  the  Hamelin  left,  on  the  23d  of 
iiptember,  she  had  placed  on  board  of  each  of  her  prizes  one  man,  sent  by  the  French 
consul,  and  taken  from  on  board  a  French  merchant-vessel  in  the  harbor,  the  Miiieiro. 
Auy  increase  of  armament,  or  addition  to  their  crews^  would  not  be  allowed ;  (and 
besides,  the  Hamelin  had  already,  by  taking  back  on  board  the  prize-masters  and  crews 
which  she  had  placed  on  board  these  vessels  at  the  moment  of  capture,  really  aug- 
mented her  own  crew  by  an  addition,  In  this  port,  to  the  number  on  board  of  her  when 
she  entered.) 

The  French  consul  then  (in  a  note  to  the  chief  of  police)  asked  permission  to  place 
on  board  .the  prizes  five  men  taken  from  other  French  vessels,  who  should  assist  only 
until  they  had  passed  the  bar,  and  should  return  in  the  tug-boat  which  was  to  tow 
them  out. 

The  French  charge  then  also  discovered  that  the  second  condition  (case  mentioned 
and  provided  for^  in  the  Brazilian  circular  of  1863  was  not  applicable  to  prizes,  but 
only  to  vessels  oi  war,  and  that  since  before  the  war  a  French  merchant-vessel  would 
be  entitled  to  engage  and  receive  on  board  such  number  of  men  as  might  be  necesvsary 
to  continue  her  voyage,  to  refuse  it  now  to  the  Lucie  and  Concordia,  (the  captured 
vessels,)  would  be  a  violation  of  that  admitted  right,  and  asked  a  further  delay  in 
order  to  be  able  (to  assure  the  safe  departure)  to  get  the  vessels  safely  to  sea. 

The  Brazilian  government  refused,  and  said  that  the  prohibition  upon  new  arma- 
ment or  increase  of  crew  applied  to  such  vessels  tm  the  Lucie  and  Concordia,  and  must 
so  apply,  since  otherwise  any  vessel  of  war  capturing  many  merchantmen,  and  weak- 
ening her  own  force,  by  the  distribution  among  them,  from  her  own  company,  of  prize- 
mastrcr  and  crew,  could  come  into  a  neutral  port,  there  deposit  her  prizes  in  safety, 
without  crews,  receive  back  her  own,  and  again  go  to  sea  to  repeat  such  maneuvers. 
It  then  appeared  that  the  French  chargd  was  about  to  permit,  if  not  to  authorize,  the 
act  (declared  by  the  French  consul  to  the  chief  olf  police)  to  tow  the  prizes  out  to  sea 
by  a  French  gun-boat,  which  he  had  sent  for  and  asked  from  the  commander  of  the 
French  naval  forces  on  this  station.  Whereupon  the  Brazilian  government  notified  the 
French  legation  that  those  vessels  would  not  be  permitted  to  leave  this  port  even  in 
tow  of  a  Freiich  vessel  of  war,  and  this  resolution  was  also  made  known  to  the  German 
minister. 

The  French  legation,  on  the  7th  October,  (mark,  the  prizes  had  entered  on  the  14th 
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of  September,  and  the  ditiehar^  of  floods  belongiug  to  neutrals  was  accomplished 
by  the  24th  of  September  aud  lat  October,)  protested  against  snch  order,  and  said:  '^  If 
Bi*azil  does  not  wish  to  receive  into  her  porta  vessels  captured  as  prize  of  war,  she 
should  have  so  declared  in  her  answer  to  my  notification  (of  the  declaration  of  war 
between  France  audNorth  German  Union)  on  the  14th  August  last,  and  should,  at  the 
time  of  their  coining  in,  have  objected  to  the  admission  of  the  Lucie  and  Concordia. 

**  Once  received  in  this  port,  it  would  be  too  late  to  apply  to  them  rules  which  were 
only  made  made  known  to  me  on  the  16th  September,  (ai'ter  their  arrival,)  and  which 
could  not  be  allowed  to  have  a  retroactive  effect. 

"Admiral  Fisquet  has  just  written  nie  that  he  will  send  to  Rio  the  dispatch-boat  Le 
Bniix,  to  take  away  the  prizes.  I  therefore  beg  your  excellency  will  give  orders  to  allow 
their  departure,  it  being  understood  that  on  board  the  captured  vessels  there  shall  be 
placed  no  men  enlisted  or  engaged  in  Rio  de  Janeiro." 

The  Brazilian  government  answered  with  a  recapitulation  of  dates  and  a  narration 
of  occurrences  in  this  matter,  and  stated  that  tbe  Hameliu  had  come  in  with  her 
prizes  under  the  privileges  accorded  to  belligerents  by  a  neutral  power,  and  was,  there- 
fore, to  be  held  to  strict  compliance  with  the  requirements  and  conditions  of  such  per* 
mission  ;  that  the  time  for  stay,  limited  to  twenty-fbur  hours,  was  known  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  Hameliu  before  his  arrival ;  that  such  stay  was  prolonged  simply  for 
the  benefit  of  those  neutrals  whose  goods  were  laden  on  the  prizes;  that  the  Hameliu 
htul  departed  with  persons  on  board  taken  from  the  prizes,  TFreuch,  and  of  her  owu 
crew  ;)  that  the  prizes  had  in  fact  remained  long  beyond  the  time  allowed,  and  because 
the. captors  had  not  placed  on  board  a  crow  sufficient  to  take  charge  of  them;  that 
the  French  commander  had  gone  out,  to  communicate  probably  with  the  admiral,  and 
to  bring  from  the  fleet  aid  to  make  valid  the  possession  of  the  priKi^s,  wliioli  ;ni"l  it  Kas 
proposed  to  put  on  board  (though  not  recruited)  within  thl*  luirlior;  thnt  thn-.  in  fact 
and  effect,  there  had  been  either  an  abandonment  of  prixr  In  thla  port^  iir  i  Iso  there 
was  an  attempt  to  make  a  uentral  port  a  place  of  deposit  fnr  tlic  Nafc-ktMjpitip^  of  ves- 
sels captured,  and  before  and  in  delay  of  their  being  a^ljuilt^t'ii  gwKl  \mz*i  of  war  by  a 
competent  tribunal ;  that  by  all  this  a  violation  of  the  n(  iitijility  tif  Iku^il  had  smcurred, 
but  that  this  government  (Brazil)  would  proceed  only  airri  consnljai  ion  of  ilie  coun- 
cil of  state  ;  that,  under  those  circumstances,  the  departure  of  Le  Bruix  could  not  be 
allowed  with  those  vessels.  Orders  were,  on  the  10th  October,  issued  to  the  captain 
of  the  port  to  take  precautionary  measures  "  to  prevent  any  accident,"  and  this  was 
notified  to  the  Frencli  legation.  On  the  11th  that  legation  answered  that  it  persisted 
in  considering  the  capttired  vessel  good  prize  untu  it  was  otherwise  declared  by  a 
competent  court,  (^conscil  des  prises  /)  that  *'  in  order  to  take  away  any  pretext  {»ic)  from 
the  Bi-^zilian  government  undertaking  to  assume  possession  of  the  two  vessels,  he  had 
asked  the  commandant  of  Le  Bruix  to  place  on  board  (in  this  harbor,  of  course)  a 
crew  sufficient  for  handling  the  vessels  in  the  port;  and,  to  prevent  any  accident,  (by 
reason  of  swinging  at  anchor  among  other  vessels,)  that  the  Bniix  would  at  once 
get  ready  to  take  those  prizes  to  sea,  and  that  if  his  (your)  excellency  wished  to  assume 
the  grave  responsibility  of  preventing  such  departure  by  force,  his  excellency  had 
only  to  give  order  to  the  forts  to  fire  upon  the  vessel.  The  Bruix  will  stop  at  the 
first  gun.  The  French  government  will  afterward  decide  how  this  act  of  hostility  by 
the  Brazilian  government  shall  be  answered." 

The  Brazilian  government  answered  by  informing  the  French  legation  that,  on  next 
day,  14th  October,  a  guard  would  be  placed  on  board  the  two  vessels  Lucie  and  Concordia, 
and  an  inventory  taken,  in  presence  of  Brazilian  agents,  and  of  the  French" consul,  if 
he  ohose  to  be  present*  The  Frenoh  dispatcb-boat  Bruix  came  into  po\-t  on  the  13th 
October,  and  the  French  consul  was  notified,  by  the  chief  of  police,  that  no  persona 
could  be  placed  on  board  the  prizes  from  the  Bruix.  Nevertheless  a  number  of  men  from 
the  Bruix  were  placed  on  board  those  two  vessels,  and  preparations  were  n)ade  to  de- 
part with  them.  Against  l^is  the  Viscount  de  Sik>  Vicente  (Br.)  protested  as  a  new 
vic^tion  of  neutrality^  and  of  the  police  of  the  port. 

The  German  minister  (Mr.  de  St.  Pierre)  also  protested  to  the  Brazilian  government 
against  such  action  being  permitted,  and  against  the  departure  of  the  captured  vessels. 

The  report  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  then  states  that  the  final  resolution 
taken  by  the  Brazilian  goTernment  was  made  known  to  both  legations^  as  follows : 

*^  The  Imperial  government,  having  duly,  considered  the  means  of  making  available  its 
rights,  has  preferred  those  which  conform  to  its  own  regulations  and  the  principles 
acknowledged  in  the  law  of  nations,  and  with  usages  which  prevail.  It  therefore  de- 
clares to  fl^he  charge  d'afi&iirefr— 

**1.  That  the  steamer  Hamelin  trill  not  be  admitted  into  any  port  of  the  empire  here- 
after during  the  war  between  France  and  Prussia,  and  orders  will  be  sent  to  secure  that 
end  to  the  different  ports  and  officers. 

"2.  That  the  Imperial  government  protests  to,  and  will  claim  from,  the  French  gov- 
ernment the  proper  reparation  for  this  violation  of  its  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  in 
relation  to  asylum  and  neutrality,  and  for  the  consequences  therefrom  resulting.       j 
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"  3.  That,  to  this  end,  orders  will  be  given,  so  that  the  prizes  abore  mentioned  can 
depart  from  this  port,  with  the  crews  improperly  placed  on  board  them  from  the 
Brnix.  They  must  depart  within  twenty-four  hours,  dated  from  the  notice  which  will 
bo  sent  to-day  to  the  commander  of  the  Brnix.  It  must  also  be  noted  that,  since  a 
German  (sailing)  merchantman  left  this  port  to-day  at  2  o'clock,  the  Bruix  cannot  be 
allowed  to  depart  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  seventy-two  hours  prescribed  by  the 
5th  (condition)  case  provided  for  in  the  circular  of  2ii6.  June  1863. 

"The  French  charg^  protested  against  this  exclusion  of  the  Hamelin,  because,  in  his 
judgment,  that  vessel  had  brought  her  prizes  iuto  Rio  only  out  of  consideration  for 
and  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  merchandise  on  board  such  prizes  belonging  to 
neutrals. 

"The  German  minister  protested  anew  against  the  permitted  departure  of  the  Gorman 
vessels  as  prize  of  the  French  vessel  of  war,  and  said  *he  wonld  inform  his  govern- 
ment of  the  unsatisfactory  result  of  his  efforts  to  obtain  from  Brazil  a  decision  in  those 
respects  more  in  accordance  with  the  duties  of  a  neutral  state.'" 

In  connection  with  this,  a  question  afterward  arose  as  to  the  proper  parties  to  whom 
should  be  paid  the  freight  due  by  the  (neutral)  owners  of  goods  landed  here  from  those 
two  German  vessels. 

The  Fl"ench  charg^  submitted  this  question  to  his  government,  which  answered  that 
the  (French)  consul  should  deliver  the  goods  to  such  neutral  owners  who  would  sign  a 
declaration  obliging  themselves  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  freight  to  the  French  govern- 
ment, if  it  shomd,  after  an  understanding  with  Brazil,  think  that  it  was  due  to  the 
captor.  The  French  charg^  had  complained  that  the  North  German  consul  had  made 
a  visit  and  search  on  board  the  two  vessels,  going  in  his  uniform,  and  in  a  boat,  having 
his  flag  hoisted,  and  at  the  moment  when  the  crew  in  charge  had  retired,  after  discharg- 
ing neutral  goods,  and  while  a  guard  (one  man)  only  had  remained  on  each  vessel. 

The  Brazilian  government  objected  to  this  proceeding  by  the  North  German  consul, 
and  the  North  German  minister  explained  it  in  the  following  manner : 

"The  consul,  (Mr.  Haupt,)  for  reasons  of  duty,  having  to  visit  the  German  vessel 
Fetisch,  anchored  in  this  port,  and  passing,  on  his  way  to  that  vessel,  the  Lucie  and 
the  Concordia,  thought  he  coidd,  in  nis  way,  ask  the  two  French  sailors,  belonging  to 
the  Mineiro,  and  the  Brazilian  officer  (employd)  some  questions  in  relation  to  those  two 
vessels,  Lucie  and  Concordia.    He  did  not  go  on  board  as  alleged." 

Issue  of  passports  vis^  by  the  French  consul  in  Rio,  and  stating  in  such  visS  that 
the  bearers  were  "  engaged  to  enter  the  military  service  of  France,"  forbidden  by  the 
Brazilian  government,  and  leave  to  depai*t  denied  to  such  persons. 

Eighteen  passports  vis^d  here  on  the  17th  October,  1870,  by  the  French  consul,  with 
the  statement  made  thereon  that  said  person  to  whom  such  passport  was  granted  was 
"engaged  to  enter  into  the  military  service  of  France,  and  was  to  present  himself  to 
the  proper  authority,"  were  brought  to  the  office  of  the  chief  of  police  in  Rio,  to  be 
allowed  the  corresponding  permit  of  departure. 

The  chief  of  police  refused  to  allow  the  pose  to  such  passports ;  and  his  action  was 
authorized  by  the  Brazilian  government,  who  directed  him  to  inform  the  French  con- 
sul that  such  recruitments  or  engagements  to  enlist^  made  here  on  neutral  territory, 
whether  expressed  or  not,  were  in  violation  of  Brazilian  laws  and  of  Brazilian  neu- 
trality. 

Note. — ^From  the  foregoing  relation  it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  vessels,  (German,) 
Lucie  and  Concordia,  were  captured  by  the  French  gunboat  Hamelin,  and  brought 
into  the  port  of  Rio  on  the  14th  September,  1870.  Notice  to  depart  was  given,  but  delay 
was  prolonged  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  goods  of  neutrals. 

This  unlading  of  goods  of  neutrals  was  finished  by  the  Lucie  on  the  22d  Sept^ember, 
(eight  days  after  arrival,)  and  by  the  Concordia  on  the  1st  of  October;  that  the 
capturing  vessel  (Hamehn)  left  Rio  a  day  or  two  after  bringing  in  those  prizes,  leav- 
ing on  board  only  a  few  men  taken  from  a  lYench  merchant- vessel  in  port,  and  receiv- 
ing back  her  own  crew  and  the  officers  placed  in  charge  of  those  vessels  when  taken  at 
sea ;  but  leaving  the  vessels,  as  the  Fi*ench  charged  said,  under  the  guard  and  in  cus- 
tody of  the  French  consul  in  this  port ;  that  the  Bruix  (dispatch-boat)  was  sent  up  to 
Rio  by  the  French  admiral  on  the  request  of  the  French  charge  here,  conmiunicated 
by  the  Hamelin,  to  take  away  the  vessels  captured  at  sea,  and  brought  in  and  left  here 
by  the  Hamelin ;  that  from  the  Bruix,  notwithstanding  the  express  prohibition  by  this 
government,  made  known  to  the  French  legation,  and  in  violation,  also,  of  the  police 
regulation  of  the  port,  as  well  as  of  Brazilian  territory,  men  were  sent  from  the  Brnix 
and  nlaced  on  board  these  vessels,  which,  afterward,  in  spite  of  protests  by  the  0^- 
man  lei^ation,  and  of  Brazilian  rules  and  declarations,  were  allowed  by  the  Brazilian  to 
be  earned^  under  convoy  of  the  French  vessel  Bruix,  out  of  this  harbor,  where  they 
had  been  m  deposit,  under  charge  of  the  French  consul,  as  prize,  from  the  14th  Sep- 
tember to  the  23d  October,  1870. 

This  yielding,  on  the  part  of  the  Brazilian  government,  can  only  be  traced  to  the 
same  cause  which  induced  them  to  surrender  French  merchant- vessels  captured  by 
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Brazilian  cminers  tn  the  river  Plate,  in  1828,  where  Vice- Admiral  Roassin  appeared 
in  this  harbor  (6th  July)  with  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  drawn  up  in  array  in  front  of 
this  city,  and  exacted  their  surrender  and  indemnity  to  the  owners. 
•  The  Brazilian  minister  (Marquis  do  Arocaty)  wanted  to  require,  as  preliminary  to 
any  discnssion  or  action,  the  withdrawal  of  the  naval  force. 

This,  however,  was  not  withdrawn,  but  only  "ceased  its  hostile  attitude."  Negotia- 
tions were  concluded  within  cannon-shot  of  the  French  men-of-war,  and  Brazil  yielded 
all  points. 

Tne  restoration  of  those  vessels  was  claimed  on  the  ground  that  Brazil  had  given  no 
notification  of  the  blockade  which  those  vessels  were  alleged  to  have  violated,  (which 
was  true,)  and  an  indemnity  was  allowed.  The  Emperor  (D.  Pedro  I)  then  received 
the  visit  and  compliments  of  the  French  commander,  who  had  "  ceased  his  hostile  atti- 
tude," though  remaining  in  port  with  twelve  vessels  of  war  until  the  treaties  were 
concluded. 


Ko.  53. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  24.]  United  States  Legation, 

(Petropolisj)  Rio  de  Janeiro,  December  20,  1871. 

(Received  January  23, 1872.) 

Sm :  I  bad  hoped  to  be  able,  by  this  packet,  to  transiriit  to  the  De- 
partment certain  statistical  information  which  I  have  sought  from  the 
consulates  and  other  sources,  in  relation  to  the  movement  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  all  ports  in  Brazil, 
under  all  flags,  so  as  to  show  the  condition  of  that  commerce  and  move- 
ment in  American  as  compared  with  foreign  vessels.  This  I  have  al- 
ready done  in  my  Ko.  18,  in  respect  to  the  commercial  movement  to 
and  from  this  port  with  the  United  States. 

I  have  not  yet,  however,  i-eceived  all  the  dates,  not  reports  from  all 
consulates,  upon  which,  after  they  shall  be  received,  much  labor  would 
have  to  be  expended  before  they  would  be  reduced  into  precisely  the 
8hai>e  I  intend  to  give  them,  so  as  to  place  before  you,  at  a  glance,  the 
condition  of  those  interests  and  movements. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  this  by  the  next  packet,  and  I  think,  from 
what  1  have  already  ascertained,  that  the  tables  will  show  a  continued 
reduction  of  the  consumption  in  Brazil  of  productions  of  the  United 
States,  or,  at  any  rate,  no  increase  therein,  while  we  largely  increase 
our  consumption  of  Brazilian  coflfee  and  India  rubber.  Upon  these  two 
articles,  chiefly  destined  to  the  United  States,  the  government  levies 
an  export  duty,  on  the  former  of  14  per  cent.,  and  on  the  latter  of  22 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Their  answer  to  any  proposal  for  reduction  of  these  extravagant  exac- 
tions is,  that  not  being  able  to  impose  any  direct  tax  whatever  on  lands 
or  property,  incomes  or  p]:oduce,  they  can  only  subject  the  cultivated 
land  of  the  country  to  what  is,  in  effect,  a  tax,  by  this  imposition  on  its 
produce  at  the  place  of  exjioft.  And  as  coffee  and  rubber  are  always 
sold  subject  to  the  payment  of  that  tax  by  the  purchaser,  (who  exports 
them,)  the  exaction  is  not  felt,  though  really  paid  by  the  producer. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  very  little,  in  my  opinion  no,  hope  of 
inducing  them  to  reduce  the  export  duties  on  these  articles,  but  it  may 
possibly  be  somewhat  different  with  the  import  dues  charged  on  articles 
from  the  United  States.  Indeed,  next  month,  there  will  be  a  partial 
reduction  of  certain  extra  duties  imposed  during  the  late  war  with  Par- 
aguay, and  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  their  currency  to  meet 
the  interest  on  their  heavy  debt.  „  -^ 
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In  compliance  with  the  observntions  in  yonr  No.  21, 1  will  endeavor 
at  suitable  opportunities  to  learn  at  least  what  hope  or  probability  there 
may  be  of  inducing  them  to  meet  the  liberality  of  their  best  customer. 
But,  as  I  have  already  sug^rested,  we  must  look  to  our  own  legislation, 
providing  bounty  or  assistance,  in  some  shape,  to  American  shipping, 
and  a  continuance  of  at  least  the  present  duty  on  Brazilian  coffee,  for 
the  restoration  <Jf  equal  share  in  the  commercial  movement  between 
this  country  and  our  own. 
I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PARTRIDGE. 


Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  33. J  United  States  Legation,     , 

{Petropolis,)  Rio  de  Janeiro^  January  22,  1872.   (RecM  Feb.  23.) 

Sir:  In  connection  with  the  interest  expressed  by  the  President,  in 
his  hist  annual  message,  in  the  condition  of  the  population  in  the  South- 
ern States,  and  the  measures  he  recommends  for  their  relief,  I  have 
thought  it  wouklnot  be  unacceptable  if  I  recurred  to  the  condition  of 
those  (women  and  children)  who  came  from  those  States  to  Brazil,  after 
1805,  and  still  remain  chiefly  in  the  provin(5e  of  San  Paulo,  simply 
because  they  have  lost  everything  and  are  without  employment  or  the 
means  of  returning. 

Our  Government  has  very  generously  offered  free  passage  home  to 
such  on  board  any  Unite<l  States  vessel  returning  from  this  station ; 
and  all  who  oould  go  in  that  way,  have  already  gladly  availed  them- 
selves of  this  liberality.  But  those  who  sufier  nwst  hardship  here,  are 
tliose  who,  personally,  deserve  it  least.  I  refer  to  those  famijies  of 
teamen  and  childi^en,  who  have  lost  here  those  relatives  on  whom  they 
depended  for  snpport^  who  cannot  be  accommodated  on  board  of  a 
man-of-war,  and  who  are  without  the  means  of  paying  pa^isage  home. 

Your  No.  16  informs  me  that  there  is  no  appropriation  from  which 
any  sam  for  such  relief  could  be  drawn.  In  consequence  of  the  very 
many  letters  addressed  to  me  by  those  persons  in  Saint  PauFs  who  have 
hopes  that  something  can  be  done  for  their  relief,  I  venture  respect- 
fully to  submit  to  you  whether  the  President  would  think  it  expedient 
to  ask  of  Congress,  or  could  afford  from  any  fund  at  his  disposal,  a 
small  sum,  say  three  or  four  thousand  dollars,  which  would  secure  relief 
and  passage  home,  at  half  rates,  to  the  most  pitiable  cases,  at  least,  if 
not  to  all  who  cry  for  help*  •  , 

1  am  aware  that  this  is  asking  the  Government  to  relieve  persona,  or 
rather  their  widows  and  children,  from  the  consequences  of  their  deliber- 
ate folly  in  leaving  their  own  country  in  vain  hope  of  finding  a  better 
one;  and  if  men  alone  were  concerned,  I  would  be  silent.  But  if  the 
sad  historv  and  pixjsent  condition  of  many  of  these  women  and  children 
oonld  be  known  to  the  President,  I  feel  sure  he  would  most  willingly 
do,  in  their  behalf,  whatever,  in  his  judgment,  expediency  aud  the  pro- 
per policy  would  i)ermit. 
I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  K.  PARTBIDGEL 

Jigitized  by  VjOi 
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No.  55, 
Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  34,]  Unitbi>  States  Lbgkition, 

(Petropolis,)  Bio  de  Janeiro^  Jannary  23, 1872* 

(Received  February  23.) 

Sib:  The  political  condition  here  continues  to  be  satisfactory  to  the 
government,  and  everything  has  settled  into  the  quiet  of  summer. 

The  high  prices  obtained  for  their  great  staple  far  more  than  compen- 
sates for  the  small  deficiency  in  the  crop ;  and  commercial  aftkirs  are 
buoyant.  The  journals  have  busied  themselves  with  the  reported  hos- 
tile intentions  of  a  German  squadron,  destined  for  the  South  American 
coasts,  in  consequence  of  a  trifling  collision,  in  August  or  September, 
between  the  police  authorities  and  some  German  naval  officers,  who 
fell  into  a  dispute  at  a  restaurant.  Their  apprehensions  have  magni- 
fied this  squadron  into  a  naval  expedition  to  supi)ort  the  demand  which, 
it  is  also  reported,  the  new  German  minister,  (to  arrive  on  the  31st 
instant,)  Count  Solms,  is  to  make  on  this  government,  and  to  insist, 
after  proper  explanations,  upon  a  treaty  for  navigation,  extradition,  &c., 
and  a  consular  convention  being  made,  which  shall  secure  prevention  or 
prompt  remedy  in  future. 

This  has  led  to  a  great  deal  of  talk  in  relation  to  the  position  taken 
by  Brazil,  in  refusing  Jiitherto  to  enter  into  any  new  treaties  with  any 
nations^  and  her  having  given  due  notice  for  termination  of  those  whose 
term  will  soon  expire. 

There  is  no  treaty  at  present  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil, 
except  what  may  be  said  to  remain  of  the  treaty  of  1828  fwhose  term 
expired  several  years  ago)  by  certain  of  its  articles,  whicn  remain  in 
force  only  because  the  required  notice  of  discontinuance  (twelve  months) 
has  not  been  given. 

This  is  frequently  a  sourcfe  of  very  great  inconvenience  and  injury  to 
our  citizens,  and  especially  to  the  heirs  and  interests  of  such  as  may  die 
iu  Brazil. 

I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PAETEIDGE. 


iKTo.  56. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish 

No.  38.]  United  States  Legation, 

{PetropoliSy)  Rio  de  Janeiro^  February  22, 1872. 

(Received  March  21.) 
Sm :  TThe  only  act  of  the  government  of  Brazil  which  has  awakened 
any  attention  lately  here,  has  been  the  treaty  negotiated  at  Asuncion, 
with  Paraguay,  by  the  Baron  de  Cotegipe,  sent  from  here  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  treaty  has  not  been  published,  and  is  still  under  the  consid- 
eration of  the  council  of  state.  It  has  already  been  approved  by  the 
Paraguayan  Congress.  It  is  said  that  it  provides  for  the  recognition  of 
the  boundary  always  claimed  by  Brazil,  (the  river  Apa,)  and  for  the  re- 
sponsibility of  Paraguay  for  (a  certain  portion  of)  the  indebtedness  of  Bra- 
zil cansed  by  the  war.    By  the  triple  alliance,  (against  Paraguay,)  it  was 
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provided  that  the  final  treaty  of  peace  should  be  negotiated  conjointly 
by  the  alliance,  (Brazil,  Argentine  Confederation,  and  Uruguay,)  of  one 
part,  and  Paraguay  of  the  other ;  that  no  separate  treaty  should  be 
made  ^  and  that  no  benefit  should  accrue  to  either  one  of  the  allies 
without  the  concurrence  and  equal  participation  of  the  others. 

It  appears  that  the  Argentine  minister,  finding  he  could  not  secure 
his  claim  to  the  "  Gran  Ohaco,"  the  unsettled  country  west  and  south 
of  the  Paraguay Kiver,  (which  both  Paraguay  and  Bolivia  have  claimed,) 
abandoned  the  negotiation,  and  returned  to  Buenos  Ayres.  Upon  ex- 
aggerated reports  there  of  what  the  Brazilian  treaty  was,  there  was  a 
great  ferment,  and  many  journals,  believing  that  it  provided  for  a  ces- 
sion of  a  part  of  Paraguay  to  Brazil,  assumption  of  (a  portion  of)  the 
war  debt,  stated  at  $360,000,000,  and  a  Brazilian  armed  occupation  of 
Paraguay  for  ten  years,  were  loud  in  their  denunciations,  and  said  war 
with  Brazil  was  the  only  mode  of  answering  such  perfidy. 

The  news  caused  some  excitement  here,  especially  when  it  became 
known  that  the  Argentines  had  actually  taken  possession  of  the  **Grau 
Chaco,'^  opposite  the  city  of  Asuncion,  and  were  erecting  forts  for  a 
military  occupation. 

We  shall  probably  know  the  exact  terms  of  the  Brazilian  treaty  be- 
fore long.  In  the  mean  time  several  journals  here  declare  that  Brazil, 
having  paid  the  expense  and  borne  the  brunt  of  the  war  with  Paraguay, 
has  at  last  been  overreached  by  the  Argentines,  who  alone  have  gained 
an  enormous  territory  by  the  result  or  the  failure  of  the  negotiations 
at  Asuncion. 

The  secret  motive  on  both  sides  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  each  to 
overreach  the  other,  to  gain  its  own  end,  and  also  defeat  the  preten- 
sions of  the  other; 

Unquestionably  it  i^  the  hope  of  many  Brazilian  statesmen  to  absorb 
Paraguay,  so  as  to  control  the  left  bank  of  that  river  as  far  as  Corri- 
entes,  and  if  they  could  succeed  also  to  whatever  claim  Paraguay  had 
to  the  territory  of  the  "Gran  Chaco,''  between  the  right  bank  opposite 
Asuncion  and  the  Rio  Vermelho  on  the  southwest,  it  would  enable  them 
to  control  the  whole  upper  navigation  of  the  Paraguay. 

The  Argentines,  on  the  other  hand,  hope  that  Paraguay  will  be  forced 
to  enter  their  confederation,  and,  by  seizing  the  "Gran  Chaco,'^  they 
think  they  have  taken  the  first  step  toward  such  annexation. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PARTRIDGE. 


Ko.  57. 

JIfr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  44.J  United  States  Legation, 

(Petrapolis,)  Rio  de  Janeiro,  March  21,  1872. 

(Received  April  22.) 
Sib  :  The  treaties  with  Paraguay,  mentioned  in  my  N"o.  38,  negotiated 
by  the  Baron  Cotegipe,  who  has  just  returned  from  Asuncion,  have  not 
yet  been  ratified  by  the  princess  regent.  These  treaties  have  been 
much  discussed  in  the  newspapers,  and  bitterly  denounced  by  the  oppo- 
sition. This  party  (composed  of  extreme  conservatives  and  all  liberals) 
has  just  triumphed  in  an  important  senatorial  election,  in  the  province 
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of  Kio  de  Janeiro,  as  well  as  for  provincial  deputies ;  so  that  it  is  prob- 
able the  ministry  will  await  the  return  and  decision  of  the  Emperor 
before  proceeding  to  a  ratification  which  might  cost  them  still  further 
defeat. 

The  liberal  party  (which  has  not  at  present  a  single  representative 
among  the  deputies)  retired  from  the  last  general  election,  (1867,)  to 
await  the  division  they  thought  inevitable  among  the  conservatives  on 
the  emancipation  question,  and  is  now  marshaling  its  forces  for  the 
general  election  in  January  next,  for  aid  in  which  they  look  to  the  dis- 
cussions and  developmeuts  and  still  further  divisions  among  the  con- 
servatives which  must  occur  during  the  approaching  session. 

The  Emperor  and  Empress  are  expected  to  reach  Rio  on  the  30th  of 
March,  and  great  preparations  are  made  to  receive  them,  as  well  as  at 
Bahia  and  Pernambuco,  at  which  points  the  (British)  royal  mail- 
steamer  touches  on  her  way.  The  Brazilian  people  will  heaitily  wel- 
come their  Majesties,  not  only  because  of  their  real  attachment  to  and 
respect  for  them,  but  because  also  the  national  pride  has  been  highly 
gratified  by  the  reception  which  their  personal  qualities  as  well  as  their 
station  have  secured  for  them  abroad. 

Count  Eberhard  von  Solms  Sounewalde,  the  newly-appointed  minis- 
ter resident  of  the  German  Empire,  (who  was  secretary  at  Paris  for  a 
long  time,  and  charg6  at  the  commencement  of  the  Franco-German  war,) 
was  received  here  on  the  13th  of  March.  It  is  said  he  is  instructed  to 
procure  the  modification  of  certain  Brazilian  laws  in  relation  to  civil 
marriage,  &c.,  and  the  fulfillment  of  certain  government  obligations 
toward  German  colonists  in  Brazil. 

I  regret  to  have  to  announce  also  the  death  here,  (from  the  effects  of 
the  climate,)  on  the  4th  'of  March,  of  Mr.  Nicholas  de  Bodisco,  first  sec- 
retary of  the  Russian  legation.  He  was  amiable  and  very  popular ; 
quite  young,  (twenty-eight,)  and  was  a  native  of  Washington,  (George- 
town,) where  his  father  was  Russian  minister  for  many  years. 

The  season  has  been  one  of  protracted  drought,  heat,  and  sickness, 
and  has  been  marked  by  the  death  of  a  large  number  of  prominent 
Brazilians,  such  as  the  Viscount  de  Itaborahy,  formerly  president  of  the 
council,  Commendador  Lage,  and  otherfe  of  note  in  the  administration  of 
the  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PARTRIDGE. 


No.  58. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Partridge. 

Kg.  34.]  Department  op  State, 

WashingUmj  March  22, 1872. 
Sib  :  Tour  dispatch,  No.  33,  of  the  22d  of  January  last,  relating  to  the 
retiirn  of  destitute  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  B^zil  to  this  country 
has  been  received. 

.  As  you  were  informed  in  my  dispatch  No.  16,  there  is  no  appropria- 
tion from  which  a  sum*  to  defray  the  passage  of  these  persons  to  the 
United  States  can  properly  be  drawn. 

A  naval  vessel  is  exi)ected  soon  to  return  from  Brazil,  on  which  some 
of  them  can  embark,  under  orders  heretofore  issued. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FI^.e 
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No-  59. 
Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Mnh. 

No.  46.]  United  States  LEaATioN, 

(Petropolu,)  Rio  de  Janeiro,  April  8, 1872.    (Received  May  21.) 

Sib:  I  have  just  returned  from  Eio,  where  I  weutwith  my  colleagues 
to  be  present  at  the  reception  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress  on  their 
return  from  their  visit  to  Europe.     , 

They  came  from  Lijsbon  on  the  13th  of  March,  on  the  royal  mail- 
packet  Boyne,  accom|wiuied  by  their  sou-in^-law,  the  Duke  de  Saxe,  and 
two  of  bis  children,  with  a  numerous  suit^j,  and  landed  on  the  morning 
of  Easter  Sunday,  the  31st  of  March.  The  day  was  bright  and  beauti- 
ful ;  the  city  was  crowded  and  gay  with  flags  and  streamers ;  the  whole 
population  poured  forth  in  its  holid^-dress  to  greet  them,  and  the  scene 
as  their  Majesties  came  ashore^  escorted  by  hundreds  of  steamers,  ves- 
sels, and  boats  of  every  size  and  description,  the  shouts  of  welcome,  the 
music  of  the  bands,  the  military  display,  the  thunder  of  the  salutes 
from  all  the  forts  and  gaily-dressed  men-of-war,  echoed  back  from  the 
mountains  which  surround  this  magnificent  bay,  offered  sights  and 
sounds  not  soon  to  be  forgotten. 

On  the  following  day  (Easter  Monday)  a  grand  Te  Deum  was  chanted  in 
the  imperial  chapel,  at  which  all  the  state  authorities  and  the  diplomatic 
corps  were  present;  and  immediately  afterward  a  formal  reception  was 
held  at  the  city  palace.  The  Emperor,  who  is  tall,  well-made,  and  a 
remarkably  fine-looking  man,  and  the  Empress,  who  has  been  much  im- 
prov,ed  in  health,  appeared  in  excellent  spirits,  and  were  evidently  much 
moved  and  gratified  at  the  cordiality  of  their  welcome.  The  city  was 
brilliantly  illuminated  for  three  nights,  and  it  is  not  exaggeration  to 
say  that  the  display  and  effect  of  those  long  lines  and  arcades  of  light 
in  the  crowded  streets,  among  the  palms  and  flowers  of  the  public  gar- 
dens and  promenades,  along  the  whole  front  of  the  city,  on  the  islands, 
in  Nictheroy  opposite,  and  reflected  in  the  waters  of  the  bay,  were  really 
magnificent. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  April  the  EmperOr  received,  at  the  palace 
of  San  Cristovas,  those  members  of  its  diplomatic  corps  who  had  ar- 
rived here  after  he  had  left  for  Europe  in  May  last.  These  (in  order  of 
seniority)  were  Count  Koskull,  the  Russian  minister,  myself.  Count 
So^ms,  the  German  minister,  Don  Miguel  Palasios,  the  Paraguayan 
special  envoy,  and  Monsieur  de  Yorges^  the  French  charge  de  aftaires. 

The  Emperor  did  not  receive  us  seperately,  as  has  generally  been  the 
custom  here  heretofore,  but  a  circle  was  formed  as  soon  as  His  Majesty 
was  announced;  and  he  came  in  unattended,  even  by  a  chamberlain  to 
present  or  announce  the  name  of  each,  first  to  Count  Koskull,  whom  he 
only  knew  to  be  the  Russian  minister  after  some  moments'  conversation. 

As  he  next  came  to  me,  after  salutinghim,lsaid,  (in  French,)  "I  have 
the  honor  to  offer  to  your  Majesty  my  congratulations  on  your  safe  return 
and  so  cordial  a  wdcome  home  f  and  it  was  only  by  my  reply  to  his 
question  what  news  1  could  give  him  from  my  country,  when  I  said, 
^'  Everything  goes  well  there,  generally  at  last,  if  not  always  quietly  at 
first,  and  the  only  foreign  question  we  have,  that  of  the  ^  Alabama'  claims, 
makes  much  less  noise  there  than  in  England,''  that  he  knew  me  to  be 
from  the  United  States,  when  he  appeared  for  a  moment  surprised,  and 
said  very  affably,  (in  Spanish,)  "  Ah,  this  is  Mr.  Partridge  I  Why  then 
have  we  been  talking  in  French  P  and  after  a  few  moments'  conversa- 
tion in  Spanish,  he  asked  me,  in  very  good  English,  what  news  I  could 
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give  him  of  Professor  Agassiz,  tvhom  he  was  sorry  to  have  jast  missed 
here  on  his  retnrn.  He  then  continued  for  some  minutes  in  English, 
-which  he  pronounced  remarkably  well,  though  sometimes  hesitating  for 
a  moment  to  recall  the  {H[x>per  word,  saying  some  very  affaMe  words 
about  oar  oonntry,  which,  he  said,  he  very  much  wished  and  yet  hoped 
to  visit,  showing  also  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  wor^  of  American 
aitthors,  and  mentioning  especially  Mr.  Bancroft,  whom  he  had  met  in 
Berlin. 

The  Emperor  impressed  me  in  every  way  as  completely  entitled  to  the 
repntation  and  popularity  he  has,  not  only  among  his  own  people,  but 
also  where  he  has  lately  been,  and,  in  short,  with  all  who  have  ever  ap- 
proached or  known  him.  To  the  advantages  of  a  Me  person^  a  dignified 
presence,  and  Inost  affable  address,  without  the  least  parade,  (which  he 
heartily  dislikes,)  he  adds  the  solid  things  of  adniirable  good  sense,  ca- 
pacity, and  knowledge.  If  this  were  not  what  every  one  says  of  him, 
I  should  not  artempt  to  form  or  express  any  judgment  of  my  own  with- 
out further  opportnnity  of  knowing.  He  certainly  appeared  to  me  tp  be 
the  best  thing  I  have  seen  in  Brazil.  ^ 

We  were  afterward  presented  separately  to  the  Empress,  who  received 
US  with  amiable  civility. 
I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  B.  PABTKIDGE: 


No.  60. 
Mr.  Fartridffe  to  Mr.  Fiab. 

[Extract.] 

TSo.  47,1  United  States  Legation, 

{Petropotis,)  Bio  de  Janeiro^  April  10, 1872.    (Received  May  21.) 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  hereto  annexed,  the  text  of  the 
four  treaties  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  signed  at  Asuncion  between 
the  9th  a&d  ISth  January  last.  These  are,  Ist,  a  treaty  of  peace ;  2d, 
a  tieaty  of  boaodary  and  limits^  3d,  treaty  for  the  extradition  of  fugi- 
tives tixmi  justice^  &c«,  and^  4th,  a  treaty  of  ^iendship,  commerce, 
navigation,  and  CDnsular  privileges. 

Th^  exchange  of  ratifications  took  place  on  the  2Gth  March^  and  the 
lareaties  have,  as  yet,  been  published  only  in  the  newspapers,  so  (hat  I 
am  not  aMe  to  send  any  other  than  a  copy  cat  from  those* 

It  was  the  negotiation  of  these  treaties  which,  by  reason  of  jgiv^ance 
at  Buenos  Ayres  of  their  real  provisions  partly,  bat  chiefly  because  the 
Argentine  negotiator  was  not  so  successful  for  their  demands  in  rela- 
tion to  the  "  Gran  Chaco,^  and  withdrew  from  Asuncion,  caused  such 
excitement  and  threats  of  war  by  the  newspapers  in  Buenos  Ayres  in 
February.  The  success  of  Brazil  was  denounced  as  having  been  secured 
in  violation  of  the  triple  alliance  against  Paraguay,  wbiQh  they  said 
waa  not  dissolved,  and  that  war  would  be  the  proper  answer  to  the 
Brazilian  perfidy. 

On  ecxaminatlon  of  these  treaties,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  undue 
advantage  was  taken  by  Brazil  of  Paraguay.  The  frontier  line  of  the 
rivear  Apa  was  always  claimed  by  Bra^  and  is  now  acknowledged. 
But  the  question  of  ownership  and  sovereignty  over  the  vast  territory 
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opposite  Asuncion,  between  the  left  bank  of  Paraguay  and  the  Verraelho, 
inhabited  by  roving  Indians,  known  as  the  "  Uran  Chaco,''  was  claimed 
by  both  Argentines  and  Paraguay,  and  a  portion  of  it  by  Bolivia  also. 
It  was  hop^  and  expected  by  the  Argentines  that  the  new  ti^eaties,  to 
be  made  simultaneously  between  the  late  allies  and  Paraguay,  would 
secure  for  themselves  this  territory  at  the  same  time  that  the  line  claimed 
by  Brazil  was  recognized.  This  was  refused,  and  the  Argentines  imme- 
diately established  a  garrison  at,  and  now  occupy,  the  Villa  Occidental, 
on  the  Paraguay,  in  that  territory ;  which  act  has  caused  the  Paraguayan 
government  to  protest  against  it  as  an  outrage,  which  at  present  they 
have  not  the  power  to  resist. 

By  the  present  (Brazilian)  treaty  of  peace,  Paraguay  recognizes  the 
liability  (article  3)  for  indemnity  for  expenses  of  jbhe  war  to  Brazil  and 
for  injuries  to  public  property  and  to  Brazilian  private  property  and 
citizens ;  the  amount  thereof  to  be  fixed  by  a  special  convention,  to  be 
agreed  upon  within  two  years.  If  this  means,  as  it  appears  to  signify, 
an  undertaking  to  re-imburse  to  Brazil  the  whole  of  her  expense  for  the 
war,  (about  $3j5,000,000,)  then  it  can  only  have  been  intended  to  secure 
by  a  sort  of  mortgage  upon  the  territory  and  sovereignty  of  Paraguay, 
to  be  held  in  terrorem  and  with  threats  of  foreclosure  by  annexation,  the 
payment  of  a  sum  which  is  clearly  impossible  for  Paraguay.  That  pro- 
vision can  only  mean  an  intention  hereafter  to  make  such  claim  on  such 
grounds,  and  with  the  hope  of  absorbing  the  territory  of  that  republic, 
notwithstanding  the  engagement  in  the  seventeenth  article  to  respect 
and  guarantee  its  independence  for  five  years. 

By  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  articles  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  Paraguay,  Parang,  and  Uruguay,  (excluding  their  affluents,  how- 
ever,) is  declared  free  to  all  nations. 

The  treaty  of  boundary  and  limits  secures  to  Brazil  the  frontier 
line  of  the  channel  of  the  river  Parang,  from  the  present  Brazilian 
possessions,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ignass4,  to  the  Great  Falls  of  the 
seven  chutes  in  the  Parang  5  from  thence  by  the  highest  ridge  in  the 
chain  of  Maracaju  to  its  end;  thence  by  a  straight  line,  or  as  near 
thereto  as  may  be,  on  the  ridge  or  water-divide  of  the  highest  lands 
till  it  meet  the  Amambahy  Chain,  (Serra;)  thence  by  the  ridge  of  said 
ciiain  to  the  head  source  or  principal  fountain  of  the  river  Apa;  and 
thence  descending  by  the  line  of  its  channel  to  its  mouth,  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  Paraguay ;  all  slopes  (vertentes)  and  streams  running 
north  and  east  belong  to  Brazil,  all  running  south  and  west  to  Paraguay. 

The  treaty  for  extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice,  charged  with  cer- 
tain crimes  therein  enumerated,  contains  the  provisions  usual  in 
such. cases;  and  only  calls  for  the  remark  that  Brazil,  which  has 
declined  to  make  such  treaties  with  several  European  nations,  or  has 
placed  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  execution  as  to  render  them 
nugatory,  has  resolved,  it  would  seem,  that  Paraguay  shall  not  become 
a  territory  of  refuge  for  its  own  subjects^  who,  there,  might  stir  up 
revolt  and  revolution  in  her  remote  and  immense  province  of  Matto 
Orosso. 

The  treaty  of  commerce,  navigation,  &c.,  contains  also  the  usual 
reciprocal  privileges,  and  secures  certain  exemptions  from  dues,  &c, 
to  the  Brazilian  government  mail-packets  running  from  Montevideo  to 
CuiabA,  in  Matto  Grosso,  (article  19.) 

This  treaty,  however,  (article  35,)  gives  to  the  consuls  of  each  party, 
within  the  territory  of  the  other,  the  right  and  power  to  seal  up,  take 
possession  of,  administer,  and  distribute  the  assets  of  such  citizens  of 
the  country  represented  by  such  consuls,  &c.,  as  may  die  intestate  withia 
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the  territory  of  the  other.  These  same  privileges  of  consuhir  admin- 
istration, in  such  cases,  have  been  heretofore  granted  to  several  Euro- 
pean nations,  such  as  Portugal,  Italy,  Spain,  France,  &c.,  but  such  treaties, 
or  that  portion  of  them  granting  such  privileges,  have  been  denounced 
by  Brazil,  and  on  their  expiration  the  property  of  such  citizens  of  those 
nations  as  may  die  intestate  in  Brazil  will  revert  to  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  formerly  placed.       #  *  «  ♦  « 

I  have,  &c., 

JAMKS  R.  PARTRIDGE. 


No.  ()l. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Far  fridge. 

No.  :57.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  !>0,  1872. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  08, pt'  the  22d  of  February  lost,  has  been 
received. 

The  treaty  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  to  which  it  refers,  is  a  sub- 
ject of  mucii  interest.  You  say  that  it  was  still  under  consideration  in 
the  council  of  state.  A  copy  would  be  acceptable  whenever  you  can 
conveniently  obtain  one.  Undoubtedly  Brazil  made  great  sacrifices  to 
obtain  her  triumph  over  Lopez,  and  a  conqueror  has,  in  the  abstract,  a 
right  to  dictate  his  own  terms.  It  is  much  to  be.  regretted,  however, 
that  Brazil  has  thought  proper,  contrary  to  what  is  understood  to  have 
been  her  agreement  with  her  allies,  to  conclude  a  separate  peace  with 
Paraguay.  It  is  hoped  that  the  terms  which  she  has  thought  proper  to 
exact  will  not  be  so  onerous  as  to  prevent  the  restoration  of  prosperity 
in  that  republic,  or  materially  to  diminish  its  territory. 

You  will  informally  give  the  Brazilian  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
to  understand  that  we  take  a  lively  .interest  in  the  welfare  of  Paraguay, 
and  of  the  other  republics  of  South  America,  and  presume  that  her 
powerful  neighbor  will  respect  the  independence  of  these  republics. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  02. 

Mr.  Fartridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  40.]  United  States  Legation, 

(FetropoliSj)  Rio  de  Janeiro^  April  22, 1872.    (Received  May  21.) 

Sib  :  On  the  20th  instant  some  changes  took  place  in  the  Brazilian 
cabinet,  probably  induced  by  the  result  of  the  late  elections  in  this  pro- 
vince (of  Rio)  for  the  three  candidates  from  whom  the  Emperor  is  to 
select  a  senator,  in  place  of  the  Viscount  Itaborahy,  whose  death  I  men- 
tioned in  a  late  despatch. 

The  Viscount  de  Rio  Branco  (formerly  Senhor  Paranhas)  remains  as 
president  of  the  council,  but  in  place  of  the  Counselor  Tobato,  as  min- 
ister of  justice,  Mr.  Duarte  de  Azev/edo  has  been  named.     Mr.  Oliveira 
Jnnqneira  (now  president  of  the  province  of  Pernambuco)  takes  the  placa 
7pb  o  ^ 
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of  Mr.  Soyao  Tobato  in  tbe  war  office,  and  the  Baron  de  Itauna  (sen- 
ator) becomes  minister  of  commerce  and  public  works  in  place  of  Mr. 
Freire  Pereira  da  Silva. 

The  newly-appointed  ministers  are  still  of  the  same  (conservative) 
party;  and  it  may  be  said,  without  error,  that,  in  fact,  the  Viscount  de 
Rio  Branco  is  really  the  minister-general.  The  Counselor  Correa  re- 
mains at  the  foreign  office.  As  there  are  no  representatives  in  the 
house  of  dei)uties  of  the  liberal  party,  this  change  is  merely  meant  to 
strengthen  that  portion  of  the  party  in  power,  which,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  the  slaveholding  party,  passed  the  emancipation  bill  of  Sep- 
tember last. 

It  seems  that  there  have  been  obstacles  placed  in  the  way,  and  delay 
in  the  execution  of  that  law  in  many  of  the  provinces,  and  as  the  more 
liberal  portion  of  the  conservatives,  with  llio  Branco  at  their  head,  is 
resolved  upon  its  execution,  the  ministry  issued  circulars  to  the  presi- 
<ients  of  the  provinces,  providing  for  the  registration  "and  evidence  of 
freedom  to  those  children  of  slaves  born  since  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Their  continuance  in  power  depends,  in  fact,  upon  their  compliance 
with  this  law,  for  though  the  slaveholding  interests  in  the  southern  and 
coft'ee-growing  provinces  bitterly  oppose  the  ministry  for  this  act,  that 
interest  well  knows  that  the  access  of  the  liberal  party  to  power  would 
be  the  occasion  of  emancipation  to  the  slaves  now  held,  either  immedi- 
ate, or  after  an  intermediate  and  short  stage  of  apprenticeshi]). 

The  news  from  the  other  parts  of  the  empire  shows  continued  quiet 
in  politics;  but  it  is  known  that  the  liberal  i)arty  is  already  at  work  for 
the  elections  in  January  next. 

We  have  had  here  and  in  theprovin(;cs  immediately  south,  very  heavy 
and  incessant  rain-storms  of  long  continuance,  which  have  done  great 
injury  to  property,  and  especially  to  the  railway  Irom  Santos  to  Saint 
Paulo,  washing  away  the  inclined  planes  from  the  ascent  of  the  Serra, 
and  the  last  rains  parti(*ularly  have  done  damage  in  Bio,  flooding  the 
streets  and  undermining  the  foundations  of  many  houses  so  that  they 
have  fallen. 

On  invitation  of  the  manager  of*  the  IJniao  <^  Industvia  (turnpike) 
road,  one  of  the  linest  works  of  its  kind  anywhere,  I  made  an  excursion 
(Bear-Admiral  Lanman  and  other  guests^ieing  of  th(»  company)  to  Juiz 
de  Fora,  in  the  province  of  3Iinas  Geraes,  spending  one  day  in  going, 
(one  hundred  miles,)  two  days  there  and  one  in  returning,  and  [)assing 
through  a  line  coffee-growing  region.  At  Juiz  de  Fora  is  a  nourishing 
German  colony,  and  an  agricultural  college,  which  is  not  very  nourish- 
ing. Tin*,  coflee-trees  were  heavy  with  berries,  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  danger  this  year  of  any  short  crop,  which  will  be  gathered  in  May 
and  June.  The  great  Don  Pedro  Segundo  liailway  runs  parallel  to  the 
Union  road  from  Intre  Bios,  and  will  be  finished  to  Juiz  de  Fora  in  two 
years.  Beyond  that  point,  at  present,  there  are  no  roads,  properly  so 
called — ;)uly  wide  mule-paths,  which  wagons,  hauled  by  six  and  seven 
yoke  of  oxen,  travel  with  difficulty,  and  this  into  a  region  where  mining 
and  planting  have  been  carried  on  for  three  hundred  years, 
r  have,  fJC'c. 

JAMES  R.  PARTBIDGE. 
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Xo.  63. 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Xo.  .il.J  United  States  Legation, 

(Fetropolisj)  Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  16, 1872.    (Received  June  10.) 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  3(1  May  the  legisla- 
tive chambers  were  opened. 

The  occasion  being  that  of  the  Emperor-s  first  appearance  in  public 
since  his  welcome  home,  was  made  one  of  great  show  and  ceremony. 
There  was  a  full  attendance  of  the  imperial  family,  of  all  the  great 
bodies  of  state,  the  diplomatic  corps,  &c. 

It  was  expected  by  some,  since  the  Emperor  had,  during  his  voyage 
abroad,  shown  dislike  to  ceremony  and  mere  formal  etiquette,  and  had 
already,  since  his  return,  declared  his  intention  to  abolish  the  ceremony 
of  giving  his  hand  to  be  kissed*  by  the  Brazilians  presented  at  his 
court,  that  some  of  the  cumbrous  ceremonial  and  theatrical  display 
heretofore  used  would  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Emperor  might 
appear  in  his  military  dress  as  the  ^'  Frimelro  rohmtarlo  dapatrla,^^  (in 
the  war  with  Paraguay.)  He  came,  however,  in  even  more  than  usual 
state,  wearing  a  whit^  satin  dress,  his  cape  of  plumes,  a  long  velvet 
mantle  and  crown,  and  bearing  his  scepter,  even  in  his  coach,  and,  with 
all  forms  observed,  read  the  speech,  a  translation  of  which  is  annexed, 
marked  Xo.  1 . 

It  will  be  seen  in  this  speech  that  no  particular  thing  is  recommended, 
and  no  forthcoming  measure  is  announced.  The  ministry,  in  fact,  are 
quit«  uncertain  of  their  continuance  in  power,  and  seem  to  prefer  that 
their  intentions  should  be  left  in  equal  uncertainty.  Tliere  are  still 
absent  quite  a  number  of  dei)uties,  and  nntil  these  nrrive  and  their 
views  can  be  learned  nothing  will  be  attempted. 

The  stat<i  of  the  Brazilian  finances  is  announced  as  very  satisfactory, 
and  there  will  be  made,  in  accordance  with  a  previous  law,  a  reduction 
in  duties  corresponding  somewhat  to  the  appreciation  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency. 

Emigration  is  attracting  attention,  and  while  the  government  sin- 
cerely desires  the  introduction  of  free  laborers,  to  i^rovide  in  time  for 
the  promised  abolition  of  slavery,  nothing  is  yet  really  done  to  remove 
those  obstacles,  or  diminish  those  disabilities  or  native  prejudices,  which 
cause  not  only  German  but  Italian  and  Spanish  emigrants  also  to  re- 
fuse to  stop  in  Eio,  but  continue  their  voyage  to  the  republics  of  the 
river  Platte.  There,  notwithstanding  greater  politicjil  nncertainty,  there 
is  really  a  larger  liberty  of  action,  fewer  obstructions  to  the  acquiring 
of  land  by  emigrants,  as  well  as  a  climate  whose  necessities  compel 
labor. 

I  have,  &c.. 

JAMES  K.  PAllTKIDGE. 


*  Tins  corciiiony  has  siuoe  boeii  tibolislird  by  public  aimouncoincnt. 
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[Inelohurc  Xo.  1  iu  No.  5i.] 

SPKECH  OF  THE  EMPEKOK. 

[Tran.slation.l 

THE   GENKKAL  ASSKMULY. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  nt  I  |».  in.,  the  Emperor  opened  the  session  with  the  following 
speech : 

August  and  most  ivorthy  nprenvntatU'eH  of  the  naliou : 

It  is  "with  the  liveliest  pleasnre  I  have  conie  to  open  the  session  of  tlie  general  as- 
sembly. 

In  this  anniversary,  always  a  source  of  rejoicing  for  ns  all,  the  opportunity  is  now 
aftbrded  to  me  of  thanking  yon  for  the  consent  you  gave  to  my  absence  from  the  em- 
pire during  some  months,  called  for  by  the  health  of  iny  dear  spouse. 

Thanks  to  God  I  effected  the  voyage  and  have  returned  to  our  beloved  country 
with  the  greatest  felicity,  after  meeting,  among  all  the  peoples  I  visited,  a  benevolent 
and  polite  reception,  of  which  I  will  preserve  the  most  grateful  remembrance. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  tran^iuillity  enjoyed  by  the  empire  under  the  regency  of 
my  beloved  daughter,  and  on  the  important  labors  concluded  by  your  last  session.  These 
facts  have  given  the  justest  idea  of  the  national  character  and  of  the  soli<lity  of  the 
institutions  which  rule  ns. 

Some  of  our  settlements  have  suffered  from  the  rigor  and  irregularities  of  the  last 
season,  but  in  general  the  sanitary  state  is  satisfactory. 

The  good  relations  of  the  empire  with  the  other  powei*s  continue;  and  the  govern- 
ment endeavors  todrawthem  still  closer,  being  ever  influenced  by  sentinientsof  justice 
and  mutual  consideration. 

The  negotiation  by  the  allies  in  eonmiou,  though  greatly  desired  by  ns,  not  having 
been  possible,  we  separately  celebrated  the  definite  agreements  of  jieace  with  the 
republic  of  I*araguay. 

In  this  negotiation,  to  which  the  preliminary  agreeme:it  of  the  alli«\s  serv«'d  as 
bases,  the  engageujents  entered  into  by  the  treaty  of  May,  1, 1805,  were  respected. 

Those  agreements  have  awakened  suspicions  and  reclamations  on  the  part  of  the 
Argentine  government,  but  I  expect  that  justice  will  shortly  be  done  to  the  good  faith 
of  the  Brazilian  government,  and  that  the  bonds  of  friendship,  so  valuabh^  to  the  two 
states,  will  continue  unalterable. 

In  consequence  of  the  legislative  measures  enacted  last  year,  electoral  reform  an<l 
those  of  the  national  guard  and  recruitment  recommend  themselves  preferentially  to 
your  solicitude. 

Purity  of  elections  is  the  esse..tial  basis  of  our  form  of  government,  and  the  more 
genuine  the  popular  vote,  the  more  arc  reflected  iu  the  bosom  of  the  national  represent- 
ation those  interests  and  opinions  which,  from  their  importance,  should  influence  the 
direction  of  public  affairs. 

The  law  cannot  prevent  all  the  abuses  with  which  passions  disturb  and  vitiate  the 
expression  of  the  national  will ;  but  it  is  needful  to  profit  by  the  lessons  of  experience, 
to  prevent  the  effect  of  fraud  and  violences 

The  national  guard  institution  is  perverted  by  the  service  to  which  it  is  now  sub- 
jected under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  the  heavy  burden  not  only  prejudices  the 
citizen  in  his  industrial  labor,  but  even  embarrasses  the  free  exercise  (»f  his  political 
right. 

Kecruiting,  by  the  system  now  in  force,  lends  itself  to  equal  if  not  greater  vexations, 
at  the  same  time  impeding  the  acquirement,  by  the  army,  of  that  degree  of  instruc- 
tion and  discipline  which  so  greatly  augments  it«  moral  force  and  gives  it  greater 
luster. 

The  public  revenue  has  resumed  its  progressive  movement,  thanks  to  the  fertility 
.  of  our  soil  and  to  the  aids  you  have  furnished  to  commerce  and  national  production.  " 

The  revenues  of  the  last  financial  year  exceeded  the  expenditure,  and  it  is  already 
recognized  that  the  current  financial  year  will  also  show  a  surplus. 

"We  may,  therefore,  while  still  tollowing  the  counsels  of  a  well  underatood  economy, 
attend  with  greater  benefits  to  the  education  of  the  people,  and  also  to  agriculture  and 
other  branches  of  our  industry,  without  neglecting  to  provide  for  the  state  of  our  cir- 
culating medium  and  for  the  various  needs  of  the  financial  administration. 

The  acquisition  of  usefnl  laborers,  which  has  been  a  const^ant  object  of  our  cares, 
will  now,  since  the  reform  enacted  by  the  law  of  September  28th,  daily  require  mortr 
e£Bcacious  provisions. 

The  government  is  watchful  to  dissipate  the  fears  which  that  imiNirtant  reform 
might  awaken,  and  I  n*joice  to  declare  to  you  that  the  agricultural  slave-owners  them- 
selves have  contributed  to  the  better  execution  of  the  law. 

Our  means  of  communication  are  having  notable  development,  but  even  this  pix>- 
grcss  is  too  limited  for  the  connection  of  the  different  points  of  so  vast  a  territory,  and 
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to  utilize  it«  immense  richness.  The  unceasing  prosecution  ot*  such  an  endeavor  is  a 
ilnty  which  the  government  does  not  forgot,  and  one  which  it  will  fulfill  in  accordance 
with  the  fands  you  may  grant  for  the  service.  These  are  expenditures  which  are 
largely  compensated  for  by  the  increase  of  the  revenue  and  by  other  social  advantages 
of  great  importance. 

August  and  most  worthy  representatives  of  the  nation  : 

The  moral  and  material  advance  which  we  have  obtained  in  the  short  period  of  onr 
political  emancipation  honors  the  Brazilian  people  when  the  difficulties  with  which  we 
have  struggled  are  sufficiently  appreciated.  Trusting  in  the  protection  of  divine  Prov- 
idence^ let  us  rely  on  our  efforts  to  insure  the  most  prosperous  of  figures  to  Brazil. 

The  session  is  open. 


No.  04. 
Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  54.J  United  States  Leoation, 

(PetropoUsj)  Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  22, 1872.    (Received  Juue  19.) 

Sir:  1  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  37  in  regard  to  the 
treaty  lately  made  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay. 

By  ray  No.  47,  inclosing  the  only  form  of  copy  of  those  treaties  hitherto 
to  be  had,  you  will  have  learned  their  provisions. 

Here  those  treaties  have  been  regarded  by  the  opposition  as  a  sort  of 
surrender  by  Brazil;  or,  at  any  rate,  as  a  failure  to  exact  what  they 
could  rightly  (in  their  opinion)  have  demanded.  They  were  denounced 
in  Buenos  Ayres  on  a  different  ground ;  not  because  they  contained  pro- 
visions which  might  hereafter  be  made  available  for  any  absorption  of 
Paraguayan  territory,  but  because  negotiated  separately^  and  not  in  con- 
nection with  the  others  of  the  allies;  and  especially  because,  by  these 
treaties,  Paraguay  having  acknowledged  the  frontier  of  the  Apa  with 
Brazil,  had  secured  Brazilian  support  against  the  demands  of  the  Ar- 
gentines for  the  possession  of  the  "  Gran  Chaco.'' 

The  provision  which  looks  most  like  a  cover  for  Brazilian  pretensions 
hereafter  is  the  acknowledgment  of  liability  to  Brazil  for  war  indemnity. 
But  from  what  has  been  said  here  since,  it  would  seem  that  this  is  looked 
upon  as  a  nominal  because  clearly  impossible  thing  to  be  realized,  and 
is  meant,  perhaps,  as  an  impediment  hereafter  to  the  claims  or  intentions 
of  the  Argentines  to  absorb  or  annex  Paraguay. 

Brazil,  even  under  a  different  form  of  government,  would  oppose  such 
annexation  by  the  Argentines,  because  it  would  give  them  the  command 
of  the  navigation,  by  which  the  interior  (Brazilian)  province  of  Matto 
Grosso  is  reached;  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  any  attempt  by  Brazil 
at  present  to  absorb  Paraguay  is  recognized  by  themselves  as  hopeless, 
and  as  only  leading  to  complications  and  difficulties  with  nations  they 
would  gladly  conciliate,  it  may  be  said  that  for  these  reasons,  as  well  as 
for  others  1  have  mentioned,  there  is  really  at  present  a  desire  to  respect 
the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  Paraguay,  coupled  with  an  inten- 
tion to  maintciin  Brazilian  influence  there,  greater  at  least  than  Argen- 
tine, and  a  resolution  to  prevent,  so  far  as  they  can,  any  absorption  of 
Paraguay  an  territory  by  the  zirgentine  republic. 

I  have  already  in  conversing  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  made 
to  him  the  intimation  as  directed  in  your  dispatch. 
r  am,  &c., 

JAMES  K.  PARTRIDGE. 

Jigitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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No.  (m. 

Mr.  Parfridge  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  50.]  United  States  Lecjation, 

Rio  (le  Janeiro,  May  25,  1872.     (Eeceivod  Juno  1*.).) 

Sill:  Ou  the  21st  the  present  ministry  (under  Viscount  llio  Branco) 
was  defeated  by  a  vote  in  tlie  chamber  of  deputies,  (50  against  49,)  by 
which  the  chamber  refused  to  consider  the  budget,  until  the  ministry 
had  first  explained  satisfactorily  to  the  chamber  the  reasons  for  the 
changes  made  in  the  ministry-  on  the  20th  April.     (See  my  No.  40.) 

This  result  was  not.unlooked  for,  and,  since  the  Kith,  the  public 
business  has  been  in  suspense,  both  sides  awaiting  the  arrival  of  some 
deputies  who  were  delayed,  and  on  whose  coming  the  above  result  was 
had.  The  vote  against  the  ministry  was  secured  by  the  desertion  of 
several  of  the  moderate  (who  support  liio  Branco)  to  the  extreme  con- 
servatives' side  for  personal  reasons,  a«  well  as  because  of  the  dissatis- 
faction of  the  landed  propiietors  with  the  passage  of  the  emancipation 
bill. 

Next  day  an  imperial  decree  dissolved  the  chambers,  and  called  an- 
other legislature  for  the  1st  December  next.     For  this  there  will  have 
to  be  a  new  election  of  deputies,  and  the  lib(*ral  party  (which  has  not  a 
.  single  representative  among    tlie  present  deputies)  will  undoubtedly 
strive  hard  to  obtain  a  majority  and  possession  of  the  government. 

The  present  ministry  remain  in  i)ower,  and  in  Jirazil  that  means  con- 
trol the  elections.  Whether  the  Alscoaut  liio  Branrto  will  now  divide 
the  conservative  party,  and,  at  the  head  of  the  more  liberal  portion, 
invite  the  co  operation  of  the  moderate  liberals,  or  whether  the  liberal 
party,  many  of  whom  (perhaps  a  majority)  are  avowed  republicans,  will 
prefer  to  maintain  their  organization,  at  the  expense  of  losing  their  more 
moderate  supporters,  are  questions  for  the  canvass.  Kio  Branco's  effort 
most  probably  will  be  to  found,  find  lead,  a  new  intermediate  party, 
composed  of  the  middle  and  moderate  men,  leaving  the  extreme  and 
slave-holding  conservatives  and  extreme  liberals  (republiciin)  to  do  what 
they  can.  If  he  can  secure  this  union,  his  victory  will  be  great  and  his 
power  renewed  and  strengthened.  Since  the  opposition  to  him  in  his 
own  i)arty  rises  from  the  liberality  of  many  of  his  views,  and  chiefly 
because  of  his  having  carried  the  emancipation  bill,  and  since  the  ex- 
treme liberal  (or  republican)  party  by  itself  has  no  chance  at  present  of 
triumph,  one  cannot  help  feeling  some  interest  in  his  success. 

The  country  is  quiet,  and  commercial  activity  has  begun  again  ui 
Kio,  after  hearing  of  the  «abolition  of  our  duty  on  cottee.  There  is  great 
ease  in  the  money  market,  and  new  joint-stock  companies,  and  under- 
takings of  all  sorts,  are  fornjing  for  almost  every  conceivable  business, 
and  enterprise,  and  municipal  improvement.  One  or  two  of  them,  not 
finding  room  for  their  activity  in  Brazil,  undertake  improvements  in 
Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ay  res.  The  shares  of  some  oi*  these  have,  by 
manipulation  of  speculators,  risen  enormously,  and  many  persons  begin 
to  apprenend  a  financial  difficulty. 

By  this  packet  Rear- Admiral  L.iiimau  and  the  officers  late  of  the 
flagship  Lancaster  return  home,  and  l{?ar  Admiral  Wm.  Kogers  Taylor 
takes  command.     1  hope  my  relations  with  him  will  be  as  agreeable  as 
those  I  have  always  njaintained  with  his  predecessor. 
1  have,  &c., 

Digitize  by  VjOO^  LC 
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jSo.  m, 

Mr.  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fuh. 

Xo.  .VJ.J  United  States  Legation, 

[PetropoliH^)  Rio  tie  Janeiro^  June  10,  1872.     (Received  July  J 2.) 

Sir  :  A  good  deal  of  feeling  has  been  caused  here  by  the  reception  of 
a  note  addressed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  aftairs  of  the  Argentine 
Republic  directly  to  the  Brazilian  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  (though 
there  is  still  a  Brazilian  minister  in  Buenos  Ayres,)  in  relation  to  the 
treaties  lately  nuide  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay. 

Of  this  note,  the  expressions  and  style  of  which  are  very  extraordi- 
nary, as  yet  oidy  extracts  have  been  published  here ;  so  that  I  am  not 
able  to  send  you  more  than  the  copy  annexed  (A)  cut  from  the  Journal 
de  Comercio,  and  without  (for  want  of  time)  a  translation,  which  I 
will  send  with  a  full  copy  of  the  original,  as  soon  as  published.  1  also 
inclose  some  extracts  from  the  journals  here,  showing  their  appreciation 
of  this  note.  In  my  interview  with  ^fr.  Correia  on  the  13th  he  spoke  of 
this  communication  in  very  decided  terms,  and  said  they  were  gciug  to 
answer  it. 

It  had  seemed  to  me  that  the  proper  answer  might  be  to  return  it, 
though,  of  course.  I  did  not  say  so.  It  will  appear  to  you,  I  think,  on 
reading  it,  that  the  complaint  of  the  Argentines  is  not  that  any  undue 
advantage  was  taken  by  Brazil  of  Paraguay  m  securing  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  an  enormous,  and,  for  Paraguay,  clearly  impossible  indebted- 
ness, for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  (three  hundred  and  seventy  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,)  nor  that  great  injustice  was  practiced  in  demanding 
the  admission  by  Paraguay  of  the  limits  (River  ''  Apa  '')  always  claimed 
by  Brazil ;  but  that  Brazil,  by  securing  these  advantages,  by  separate 
treaties,  without  the  concurrence  of  her  allies,  had  left  them  to  their  own 
means  of  securing  the  advantages  they  hoped  to  exact  for  themselves. 
These  exactions,  as  Brazilians  call  the  demand  for  the  cession,  by  Par- 
aguay to  the  ArgeJitines,  of  the  Gran  Chaco,  their  last  hope  to  obtain 
by  the  pressure  of  a  joint  demand,  backed  by  the  effect  of  the  Brazilian 
army  of  occupation,  and  to  bo  made  simultaneously'  witk  the  terms  re- 
ijuired  by  Brazil. 

With  my  ]No.  47  1  sent  the  only  copies  I  could  then  procure  of  these 
treaties  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  the  negotiation  of  which  has 
given  rise  to  tnis  note,  together  with  some  account  of  them.  I  will 
send  you  by  the  next  regular  mail-packet  (24th)  a  letter  and  correctly 
printed  copy,  in  the  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  ministry  of  foreign 
affairs,  which  has  just  be^n  published  and  sent  to  me. 

I  will  go  down  again  to  Rio  to-morrow,  and  if  I  can  receive  there  in 
time  for  this  steamer  the  answer  of  the  Brazilian  government  to  this 
Argentine  note,  will  also  inclose  it  in  this. 

It  is  also  announced  that  General  B.  Mitre  (formerly  President  of  the 
Argentine  Confederation  and  commander  of  their  forces  in  the  Para- 
guayan war)  has  been  appointed  their  minister  to  Brazil,  and  will  shortly 
arrive.  General  Mitre  is  the  editor,  or  at  <iny  rate  the  proprietor  and 
director,  of  the  journal  La  Nacion,  in  Buenos  Ayres,  which  has,  during 
the  discussion  of  these  treaties,  published  very  violent  articles  against 
Brazil. 

I  met  him  when  lately  here,  ostensibly  on  a  visit  for  his  health,  and 
he  was  then  well  spoken  of  here ;  but  there  is  already  some  talk  of  de- 
clining to  receive  him  in  this  pew  character.  He  is  the  political  opponent 
of  Dr.  Sarraiento,  the  present  President,  and  his  nomination  has  caused 
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great  surprise.  1  am  told,  in  Buenos  Ayres,  where  some  pretend  ta 
explain  it  by  saying  tbat  the  President  has  appointed  a  rival  on  purpose, 
either  that  they  may  refuse  to  receive  him,  or  that,  if  received,  he  may 
push  the  question  to  a  war,  and  thusincnr  the  odium  of  having  brought 
about  a  calamity  which  prudent  management  might  Iiave  prevented. 
T  am,  &c., 

JAMK8  U.  PARTRIl)f4E. 


No.  <)7. 

Mr,  Partridge  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  04.J  United  States  Legation, 

(Peiro2)oliSy)  Rio  de  Janeiro^  June  24, 1872.     (Received  July  22.) 

Sm  :  With  the  exception  of  the  incident  of  the  Argentine  note,  men* 
tioned  in  my  No.  59,  nothing  has  occurred  for  the  last  month  to  vary 
the  usual  routine  during  the  vacation  of  the  chambers. 

The  members  of  the  party  in  power  (moderate  conservatives)  are 
busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  success  which  they  hope  to  attain, 
through  the  influence  of  the  ministry,  in  the  August  (18)  elections^. 
The  deputies  are  not  chosen  by  the  direct  vote  of  the  people,  but  are 
named  by  electoral  colleges,  which  may  be  said  to  be  appointed,  in  fact, 
by  the  presidents  .of  provinces,  though  nominally  elected  by  the  i)eople. 
Of  these  last  but  a  small  number  ever  vote;  and  the  ministry,  as  usual, 
has  directed  circulars  to  the  presidents  of  provinces  in  which  they  com- 
plain of  the  action  of  the  late  chamber  of  deputies  for  their  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  administration,  and  call  upon  the  presidents  to  secure, 
*'  by  the  free  voice  of  the  people,"  a  return  of  other  members,  in  a  man- 
ner and  style  which  strictly  imitates  the  circulars  in  France,  under  the 
late  empire,  addressed  by  the  ministry  to  the  prefects  of  dei>arments. 

I  have  been  informed  by  some  members  of  the  liberal  party,  many 
of  whom  are  in  reality  republicans,  (though  they  cannot  now  openly 
call  themselves  so,)  that  they  have  no  hope  of  any  success  in  the  com- 
ing election  and  that  the  ministry  will  have  everything  their  own  way. 
It  is  doubtful,  indeed,  if  in  any  place,  even  in  Pernambuco,  they  make 
any  serious  effort  to  return  their  candidates.  Tlie  chambers  meet  in 
December. 

The  coffee-crop  will  come  forward  after  1st  July,  and  as  this  main 
reliance  of  the  country  is  greater  this  y4\^r  than  the  last,  fi nancijil  and 
commercial  affairs  are  hopeful. 

The  Russian  fleet,  on  l>oard  which  the  (Irand  Duke  .Vlexis  is  serving, 
left  this  harbor  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  9th  June,  after  hav- 
ing given  on  board  the  Admiral  a  handsome  entertainment  to  the  courts 
to  which  the  heads  of  legation  were  invited. 

Rear-Admiral  William   Rogers  Taylor  has   taken  (H)mmand  of  the 
South  Atlantic  fleet,  and  the  flag-ship  '^Lancaster '■  is  still  in  this  harbor^ 
the  Ticonderoga  having  left  on  a  cruise  two  or  three  days  since. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PARTRIDGE. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.  08. 

Mr,  Partridge  to  Jlr.  Fi^ih, 

No.  6G.J  United  States  Le(iatiok, 

(FetropoliSj)  Kio  de  Janeiro^  July  6, 1872.    (Received  July  31.) 

Sir  :  lu  my  No.  20  I  gave  au  account  of  the  complaint  by  the  Brazil- 
ian government  of  the  violation  of  its  neutrality  during  the  Franco- 
German  war,  and  contravention  of  port  regulations  here  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  French  gun-boat  Hamelin  in  bringing  in  here  and  de- 
positing certain  (German)  prizes. 

The  French  government  has  now  disapproved  the  act  of  the  French 
commander  of  the  Hamelin,  and  made  this  known  to  the  Brazilian  envoy, 
Baron  de  Itajuba,  in  Paris,  in  a  note  of  24th  February,  1872,  a  copy 
(A,  translation  into  Portuguese)  of  which  is  annexed,  together  with  (B) 
the  reply  of  the  minister  of  foreign  aftairs  here,  to  Baron  de  Itajub^. 

As  this  makes  part  of  the  record  transmitted  with  No.  20,  and  has 
relation  to  the  Brazilian  circulars  of  neutrality  during  our  civil  war 
also,  1  have  thought  it  might  be  useful  to  the  Department  in  that  con- 
nection. 

I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PAKTRJDCJE. 


[Iiiclosure  A  in  No.  6G.J 

JiLY  6,  1872. 

TranHlation  of  certain  parU  of  the  note  of  M.  de  Remnsat,  French  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs^ to  Baron  de  Itajuhdj  Brazilian  minister  in  Faris^  reprorin/f  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  French  gun-hoat  Hamelin  J  {in  respect  to  certain  German  prizes  deposited  in 
Bio  de  Janeiro,  1870.) 

Vkrsaillks,  February  24, 1872. 
The  minister  of  niarino'and  myself  <!x;iuiincd  into  tliis  matter  with  lUl  the  attention 
required,  and  with  the  impartiality  and  good-will  whidi  our  friendly  relaticms  with 
Brazil  rendered  easy. 

This  examination  enabled  n.s  to  reco^yuize  that,  in  fact,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  France, 
in  Rio,  who  had  also  made  it  known  to  the  commander,  accepted  the  condition  stipu- 
lated by  the  Brazilian  cabinet,  that  the  prizes  should  depart  immediately  after 
tbeir  discharge,  (of  neutral  goods  on  board.)  Although  the  commander  of  the  Hamelin 
did  not  make  any  formal  promise  in  this  respect,  it  was  enough  that  ho  bad  been  in- 
formed of  the  wish  made  known  by  your  government  for  liim  to  consider  himself 
obliged  to  conform  to  the  rules  prescribed.  The  French  government  has  no  hesitation, 
therefore,  in  reproving  the  act  of  that  officer ;  but  if  we  willingly  recognize  our  mis- 
take, we  cannot  do  loss  than  add  t(»  that  confession  the  expression  of  our  regret,  the 
fitness  of  which  you  will  not  dispute,  I  hope,  at  the  dispatch  sent  in  respect  to  the 
later  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  Bruix,  (gun-boat.)  The  threats  of  violence  then 
made  were  in  form  as  offensive  to  our  navy  as  to  our  legation,  and  were  so  much  the 
more  unjustifiable,  as  the  Bruix  arrived  precisely  with  the  intention  of  taking  away 
the  prizes,  and  thus  of  complying  with  the  regulations  of  the  local  authorities. 

I  think  it  fortunate,  du  restCf  to  find  that  moderate  counsels  prevailed  at  last,  and 
that  this  disagreeable  incident  terminated  without  (further)  difficulty. 


(Iiiclosure  B  iu  No. ««».! 

Anisiccr  of  the  Brazilian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  note  of  the  Brazilian  minister 
in  Paris,  inclosing  the  foregoing  note  of  M.  de  Bcmnsat. 

\nesumi  of  the  statenieut  in  M.  de  Komnsat's  note.    Translation  of  certain  parts.] 

Rio  de  Jaxeiko,  April  16,  1872. 
In  respect  to  the  incident  which  took  place  with  the  Bruix,  instead  of  being  au 
offense  to  the  French  legation  and  navy,  which  never  was  intended  by  the  BraziliaiP 
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•Tovenimout,  wliosi^  inoderatiou  is  known  to  M.  <U*  Ueninsiit,  it  was  ilu*  ii<M'^s8:ir.v  con- 
8e<iiieuce  of  the  ]>rocec(lin«r  wliich  has  been  so  worthily  condcmued  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic.  In  the  state  of  abandonment  in  which  the  i)rize8  were  left  in 
the  port  of  Kio  de  Janeiro  by  the  captor,  they  could  not  be  taken  away  even  in  tow  of 
a  French  vessel  of  war,  without  previous  permission  of  the  imperial  government,  which 
in  so  grave  a  matter  could  not  come  to  any  resolution  without  taking  the  advice  of  the 
legal  councilors  of  the  Crown,  and  so  much  the  more  from  the  fact  that  the  govern- 
ment had  also  to  give  proper  lu'aring  to  the  observations  of  the  North  German  lega- 
tion. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  without  jiain  that  the  government  of  Brazil  read  the  last 
stricture  in  the  note  of  ^l.  de  Reniusat,  especially  since  his  excellency  found  in  this 
proceeding  of  our  government  a  cause  of  otfense  which  did  not  exist;  and  since,  also, 
the  French  legation  had  ignored,  in  that  emergency,  the  indisputable  rights  of  this 
empire  as  a  neutral  pow  er. 


No.  09. 

^fr.  Varir'Khje  io  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  09. 1  United  States  Legation, 

Eio  de  Janeiro,  Jnli/  18, 1872.     (Received  August  21.) 

Sir  :  The  relations  between  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Kepublic  have 
become  far  more  amicable  since  the  arrival  of  General  Mitre,  the  new 
<invoy.  I  have  conversed  with  him  on  two  occasions  since  his  reception, 
and  he  tells  me  that  he  thinks  there  cannot  be  any  difficulty  in  arrang- 
ing all  matters  satisfactorily. 

The  ministry  here  have,  in  their  foreign  relations,  nothing  else  to 
occupy  them,  and  they  are  busy  in  endeavoring  to  secure  the  election, 
in  August,  of  deputies,  who  will  give  them  a  majority  in  the  chamber. 

The  failure  of  the  additional  subvention  by  our  Government  to  the 
mail  line  from  New  York,  which,  if  passed,  was  to  give  us  semi-monthly 
mails,  has  been  very  much  regretted  here  by  all  parti(»s,  as  well  as  by 
the  large  commercial  houses  directly  interested. 

It  is  announced  that  eftbrts  will  be  made  here,  as  well  as  in  New 
York,  to  induce  the  company  to  put  on  an  additional  steamer,  beginning 
in  October,  (leaving  about  the  9th  of  that  month  and  each  following 
month,)  in  the  hope  that  when  the  great  advantage  of  such  additional 
facilities  shall  be  felt.  Congress  will  not  fail,  at  its  next  session,  to  in- 
duce the  company  to  continue.  The  advantages  are  so  obvious  that  I 
sincerely  hope  this  assistance  may  be  given, 
i  am,  &c., 

JAMES  R.  PARTKIJ)GE. 


No.  70. 
Mr.  IShannon  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  7G.J  United  States  Legation, 

Jiio  de  Janeiro^  August  25,  1872.     (Received  September  21.) 

Siu :  Public  interest  in  Brazil  is  now  wholly  absorbed  by  the  election 
of  members  to  the  new  chamber  of  deputies,  to  convene  next  December. 

The  voting  for  members  of  the  different^  electoral  colleges  began  on 
the  18th  instant.  It  was  generally  supposed  that  the  liberals  every- 
where would  hold  themselves  aloof  and  take  no  part  in  the  struggle. 
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Complete  abstention,  they  argued,  was  the  only  proper  course  for  them 
to  pursue. 

On  the  very  eve  of  the  election,  however,  their  plan  seems  to  have 
been  changed,  at  least  in  the  province  of  llio  de  Janeiro,  and  through 
the  morning  journals  liberal  candidates  were  announced  for  the  several 
districts  of  the  ctipital. 

Although  the  voting  for  electors  began  on  the  18th,  it  was  not  concluded 
till  the  22d,  and  in  some  districts  not  till  the  23d  instant.  This  was  due 
iis  well  to  the  unusual  disturbances  that  occurred  as  to  the  inherent 
slowness  of  the  process.  According  to  the  system  in  vogue  here  the 
names  of  the  voters  of  the  district  are  called  over  in  turn,  and  each 
voter  must  wait  till  his  name  is  reached  before  he  can  vote.  The  law 
also  requires  that  there  shall  be  at  least  three  calls  of  the  whole  list 
before  the  polls  are  closed. 

Generally  the  elections  here  in  Ilio  de  Janeiro  pass  off  tjuietly,  but 
during  the  past  week  they  have  been  attended  with  considerable  dis- 
order and  excitement.  On  the  18th  there  were  signs  of  trouble,  and 
near  several  of  the  i)arish  churches  (in  which  the  voting  is  always  carried 
on)  detachments  of  infantry  and  cavalry  were  stationed.  On  that  day 
the  troops  were  employed  only  in  a  few  eases  ^  but  during  the  following 
days  they  frequently  marched  into  the  churches  and  drove  out  the  peo- 
ple at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Among  those  severely  wounded  by 
bayonet  thrusts  is  Dr.  Dias  da  Cruz,  a  prominent  member  of  the  liberal 
party,  a  professor  of  the  medical  school,  and  formerly  a  member  of  the 
house  of  deputies. 

The  liberals  have  unexpectedly  triumphed  in  severjil  districts,  and  it 
is  now  well  understood  that  this  has  been  accomplished  by  their  union 
with  the  disaffected  conservatives  and  the  republicans. 

The  electoral  colleges  will  assemble  some  time  next  month  for  the 
choice  of  deputies  to  the  new  chamber;  and  until  then  the  journals  will 
be  filled  with  modest  offers  of  service  on  the  part  of  would-be  deputies, 
accompanied  by  impressive  and  eloquent  testimonials. 
,  General  Mitre,  the  Argentine  envoy,  is  still  here,  though  the  progress 
of  his  negotiations  remains  a  profound  secret  to  the  public. 

M.  Noel,  the  new  French  minister,  arrived  on  the  15th  instant.  He 
has  not  yet  been  received  at  court. 

Senor  Gregorio  Benitez,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  republic  of  Paraguay,  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  23d  in- 
stant for  Europe,  where  he  goes  on  a  special  mission  to  France  and 
England.  During  a  conversation  with  him  I  learned  that  he  expected 
to  visit  the  United  States  as  well.  He  hoped  to  be  in  Washington  by 
next  Deccmbei-. 

r  have,  &c., 

KIOHAIU)  (  UTTS  SHANNON. 


No.  71. 
Mr.  ShctJDwn  to  Mr.  FUh. 


No.  7*J.|  United  States  Leciation, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  September  24,  1872.     (Received  October  22.) 
Sir:  The  primary  elections  for  deputies,  which  took  place  on  the 
18th  August,  were  followed  by  elections  on  the  7th  instant  for  mem- 
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bers  {vereadoren  ami  juizcs  de  paz)  to  the  uew  municipal  goverii- 
meuts,  whose  term  of  service  will  he  four  years  running  from  January 
next. 

These  elections  were  held  in  the  churches,  atteniled  by  the  military 
force  to  preserve  order,  and,  in  all  respects,  were  conducted  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  primary  elections  for  deputies,  of  which  I  save  some 
account  in  my  Xo.  70. 

The  secondary  elections  for  deputies  took  i)lace  on  the  18th  instant^ 
and  returns  thus  far  received  from  the  various  electoral  colleges  show 
that  the  opponents  of  the  present  ministry  (dissident  conservatives^ 
and  liberals)  have  had  several  important  successes.  Two  of  the  three 
deputies  chosen  for  the  capital  are  opponents  of  the  ministry,  while  all 
the  deputies  chosen  for  the  province  of  UK)  Grande  do  Sul,  it  is  said, 
are  liberals. 

Independence  day  was  celebrated  on  the  7th  instant  with  unusual  cer- 
emony. After  going  in  a  body,  as  is  the  custom,  to  exchange  congratu- 
lations with  the  Emperor,  the  diplomatic  corps  attended  the  unveiling 
of  the  statue  of  Jose  Bonifacio  de  Andrada  e  Silva,  which  had  been 
set  up  in  the  square  of  San  Francisco  de  Paula.  The  imperial  family, 
the  court  oflrtcials,  and  the  ministry  were  present.  The  concourse  of 
people  was  immense,  and  nothing  was  omitted  to  render  the  ceremony 
both  splendid  and  impressive. 

Yisconde  de  Itauna,  who  has  been  at  tin*  head  of  the  department  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  public  works  since  May  last,  died,  after  a 
short  illness,  on  the  2Gth  ultimo.  Senator  Francisco  de  Rego  Barros 
Barreto  has  been  appointed  to  replace  him. 

There  are  various  rumors  afloat  concerning  the  mission  of  General 
Mitre.  It  is  said  that  after  three  months'  ettbrt  he  is  unable  to  persuade 
this  government  to  consent  to.  the  abrogation  of  the  Cot^gipe  treaties, 
which  was  the  original  object  and  purpose  of  his  mission  ;  though  it  is 
believed  that  if  the  Tejedor  note  should  be  withdrawn,  something 
might  be  done  in  the  way  of  securing  some  alteration  of  those  treaties 
and  so  reconciling  the  two  governments. 

The  Tuscarora,  Lieutenant  Belknap,  United  Stsites  Xavy,  command- 
ing, bound  for  the  Pacific,  entered  this  port  on  the  ;>d,  and  sailed  again 
on  the  9th  instant. 
I  have,  cK:c.. 

KICllAPI)  (^UTTS  SHANNON. 


No.  72. 

.]//'.  Hale  to  2[}\  /Shannon. 

No.  .">r>.)  Department  of  State, 

Waftliington,  ^September  25,  1872. 

Sib  :  The  Department  is  gratitied  to  learn  from  the  most  recent  intel- 
ligence that  the  prospect  of  an  accommodation  between  Brazil  and  the 
Argentine  Confederation  was  brightening,  and,  probably,  that  the  dif- 
ferences between  them  would  not  result  in  an  appeal  to  arms. 

This  is  interesting  to  us  both  politically  and  commercially,  for  the 
issue  of  a  war  between  those  parties  might  be  adverse  to  the  republic, 
especially  in  view  of  its  supposed  inferior  resources. 

Such  an  issue  would  be  peculiarly  distasteful  to  the  people  of  this 
countrv,  though  the  government  would  make  everv  effort  to  maintain  an 
impartial  neutrality.  '^^^^^  ^^  GoOgli 
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Our  important  trade  in  that  quarter  could  not  fail  to  sufler  more  or 
less  from  any  war  between  sucb  belligerents,  as  our  experience  from  the 
hostilities  between  them  in  1827  admonishes  us. 

Uuder  these  circumstances,  if  you  should  suppose  that  your  unofficial 
endeavors  would  tend  to  quicken  or  strengthen  the  pacific  dispositions 
of  those  governments,  you  are  authorized  to  (»mploy  them  for  that 
purpose. 

You  will,  however,  be  governed  by  your  best  discretion  in  anything 
which  you  may  say  or  do  for  that  purpose. 
r  am,  &c., 

CHAKLKS  UALE. 

Acting  Secretary/, 


No.  13. 
M)\  Fish  fo  Mr.  Shannon. 

No.  5G.J  DErAUT3IENT  OF  8TATE, 

^ya4ihington^  October  10,  1S72. 

8iR :  Vou  are  already  aware  that  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  ]>rovisions  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  8th 
May,  1871,  concluded  its  deliberations  and  pronounced  its  final  decision 
at  Geneva  on  the  14th  ultimo. 

The  tribunal  was  composed  of  five  members,  two  appointed  by  the 
governments  immediately  interested  in  the  question  submitted  for  its 
consideration,  and  three  named  respectively  by  the  Emperor  of  Brazil, 
the  King  of  Ital}',  and  the  President  of  the  Swiss  Confederation.  Dis- 
patches, this  day  received  at  this  Department,  contain  the  record  of  the 
closing  proceedings  of  the  tribunal  and  of  its  award. 

These  dispatches  bear  witness  to  the  industry  and  the  high  qualities 
with  which  the  arbitrators  pursued  the  investigation  which  was  devolved 
upon  them. 

The  President  appreciates  niost  highly  the  obligation  of  the  LTnited 
States  in  common  with  Great  Britain  to  the  friendly  governments  which 
have  rendered  assistancM^  in  the  determination  of  the  grave  international 
questions  that  were  at  issue. 

This  obligation  has  been  enhanced  by  the  high  character  and  elevated 
positions  of  the  eminent  gentlemen  named  as  arbitrators  by  those  gov- 
ernments. 

The  learning,  the  industry,  the  ability,  and  the  impartiality  which 
these  gentlemen  have  displayed  have  made  a  profound  impression  upon 
the  President,  and  have  not  only  contributed  in  an  essential  degree  to 
the  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  pending  questions  in  which  two  gov- 
ernments were  interested,  but  must  have  a  powerful  effect  in  commend- 
ing the  principle  of  arbitration  to  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world  as 
an  effective  method  of  adjusting  many  international  disputes  hereafter. 

You  are  instructed  to  make  known  to  the  government  of  Brazil  this 
expression  of  the  appreciation  by  the  President  of  the  friendly  act  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  in  naming  one  of  the  arbitrators,  and  of 
the  high  character  and  eminent  services  of  the  arbitrator  thus  named 
by  him. 

The  President  requests  that  His  Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
will  kindly  convey  to  Viscount  Itajuba  his  thanks,  and  will  communi- 
cate to  him  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  President  of  his  character  and 
services  as  one  of  the  arbitrators. 


I  am,  &c., 


UAMIMTO^ 


^§6>gl^ 
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CHILI. 

Ko.  74. 

Mr.  Root  to  J/r.  FM. 

No.  .53.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

iSantiago  de  Chili^  September  7, 1872.    (Received  October  D.) 

Siu:  In  one  ot  my  last  dispatches  I  alluded  to  tbe  epidemic  of  small- 
jK)x  Avhich  was  raging  with  fearful  results  in  Santiago,  find  suggested 
tliat  perhaps  at  a  later  day  I  might  give  some  account  of  the  same,  and 
inavsmuch  as  the  head  of  this  legation  hjxs  had  more  or  less  (connection 
with  the  public  endeavors  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  pestilence,  it  may 
not  be  improxun*  for  me  to  give  a  partial  history  of  his  acts  and  their 
results.  Ilaving  my  family  with  me,  of  course  1  felt  all  the  personal 
interests  attachingto  that  circumstance,  and  as  some  months  wSince  the 
smallpox  assumed  an  epidemic  form  and  threatened  to  prove  of  a  most 
malignant  character,  I  felt  deeply  the  need  of  the  adoption  of  some 
active  sanitary  measures  to  stay  the  spread  of  disease,  but  desired  to 
l)reveut  unnecessary  personal  notoriety,  for  which  i^rpose  I  wrote  some 
*  articles  suggesting  sanitary  changes  which  appeared  in  the  daily  papers 
accredited  to  other  sources,  but  as  the  disease  assumed  more  and  more 
terrible  proportions,  I  hesitated  no  longer,  but  oftcre<l  my  professional 
services  publicly  and  privately.  My  letters  to  the  intendent  and  other 
articles  published  from  time  to  time,  together  with  complimentary  let- 
ters received  from  various  sonrces,  and  a  few  only  of  the  numy  similar 
notices  taken  from  the  newspapers,  the  copies  of  which  I  inclose,  will 
give  you  a  general  idea  of  my  connection  with  the  epidemic,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  same  is  viewed  here,  all  of  which  J  trust  may  not 
be  deemed  unworthy  of  the  representative  of  my  country. 

The  disease  early  assumed  a  very  malignant  form,  seeming  to  i>ay  but 
little  heed  to  tlu^  usual  preventives  to  the  malady.  As,  for  <*xample,  all 
the  members  of  my  family  had  been  previously  successfully  vaccinated, 
and  three  times  during  my  life  had  vaccination  "  taken "  most  thor- 
oughly on  my  own  x>erson,  the  last  time  only  a  few  months  since,  yet 
three  of  my  children  and  myself  were  victims  of  the  epidemic,  though, 
tnanks  to  early  and  active  treatmeut,  none  of  us  were  long  or  severely 
ill.  At  the  present  time  there  are  oidy  a  few  hundred  in  the  hospital. 
IN^early  50  per  cent,  of  the  adults  attacked  have  died,  and  the  mortality 
among  children  has  been  much  greater. 

My  luevious  i)rof(»ssional  life  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  civil  and 
military  life  had  given  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing  something  of 
what  should  be  done  in  such  a  trying  emergency  as  the  one  alluded  to, 
and  I  felt  perfectly  free  to  give  all  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  the 
benetit  of  the  same.  As  well  from  visiting  hospitals,  attending  meet- 
ings of  the  society  for  the  care  of  "  lazaretos^^  &c.,  I  have  attended 
avast  number  of  tiie>  poorer  classes  who  dislike  to  go  to  the  "  lazaretos^^ 
(small-pox  hospitals,)  and  who  were  too  poor  to  pay  a  physician.  (It  is 
unnecessary  to  state  that  all  my  services  have  been  gratuitously  given.) 
While  confined  to  my  room  with  the  disease,  I  was  darly  visited  by  par- 
ties who  described  the  symptoms  of  their  friends  sick  with  the  i^revail- 
iug  epidemic,  and  whom  I  "doctored-'  by  proxy,  sending  them  advice 
and  medicine  from  my  room,  and  since  my  recovery,  as  well  from  visit- 
ing a  large  nnmber  as  above  alluded  to,  I  have  daily  by  proxy  medicated 
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great  numbers  in  remote  parts  of  the  city.  8iuc4^  commcuciQ<»f  this  dis- 
patch, a  young  luan  just  commencing  the  study  of*  medicine  has  called 
to  consult  me  touching  a  case  I  placed  him  in  charge  of  this  morning. 
This  young  man  has  for  more  than  two  months  been  similarly  engaged. 
It  is  very  gratifying  for  me  to  know  that  all  whom  I  have  treated,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  have  completely  recovered  or  are  out  of  danger. 
My  system  of  treatment  may  be  found  in  some  of  the  articles  which  I 
inclose  i>ubli8hed  in  newspapers.  They  have  been  very  generally  copied 
by  all  the  papers  of  the  country,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  one 
from  which  said  articles  are  cut,  are  printed  in  Spanish.  Though  full 
reports  have  not  yet  been  made,  it  is  fair  to  state  that  many  thousands 
have  died  during  the  epidemic. 

It  is  very  creditable  to  the  generosity  and  philanthropy  of  this  people 
to  be  able  to  say  that  all  classes  of  society  lent  a  helping  hand,  and  vied 
with  one  another  in  the  Christian  work  of  saving  the  sick  and  staying 
the  scourge.  The  President  of  the  Republic,  and  his  Ministers,  thelnten- 
dentes  of  the  city,  the  Clergy,  the  Sisters  of  Oliarity,  together  with  the 
physicians  and  students  ot  medicine,  gentlemen  and  ladies  from  all 
quarters,  in  person  or  with  their  money,  assisted  in  the  great  work. 
The  President  and  Intendentes  in  person  often  visited  the  UfzaretoH,  t\n\^ 
setting  a  noble  example  to  those  in  the  lower  walks  of  life. 

At  one  time  thcVlv  were  more  than  twelve  hundred  daily  reported  in 
the  VazaretoH^  and  probably,  at  the  sanu*  time,  an  equal  number  were 
sick  in  private  dwellings. 

From  my  observation  and  experience  in  this  epidemic,  and  in  previous 
years,  1  trust  I  may  be  excused  for  saying  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  inq>ortance  of  the  suggestions  found  in  my  articles,  copies  of 
which  are  inclosed.  In  fact,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  by  carefully 
following  the  indications  therein  found,  irery  mse  of  .smallpox  may  he 
cured  when  seen  early  in  the  disease,  no  matter  how  malignant  its  char- 
acter nmy  be.  The  grand  idea  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  being  to  destroy 
the  poison  of  the  disease  both  inside  and  outside  of  the  body,  and  at 
the  same  time  support  tiie  strength  of  the  ])atient,  and  by  following  the 
rules  referred  to  not  only  will  all  riH-over,  but  no  pitting  or  other  mark 
whatever  of  the  disease  will  remain  in  any  ])art  of  the  body  ;  and  the 
patients  thus  treated  will  not  be  confined  to  their  beds  excei)t  for  a  very 
few  days,  and  frequently,  n?,  1  have  had  cases,  never  take  their  beds  at 
all,  except  at  night,  sufi'ering  no  pain  or  especial  inconvenience  after  the 
system  is  once  thoroughly  under  the  influence  of  the  remedies  pre- 
scribed, only  requiring  care  for  some  weeks  not  to  take  cold,  or  other- 
wise expose  the  system  by  overt  acts  of  any  kind,  for  in  tiiis,  as  in  all 
other  exanthematoas  diseases,  there  is  danger  of  some  one  or  more  organs 
of  the  body  becoming  disabled  through  lack  of  care  after  convalescence 
is  supposed  to  have  given  place  to  perfect  health. 

The  copies  inclosed  are  marked  A,  P»,  C,  D,  E,  F,  (1,  H,  J,  K,  L,  M, 
N,  O. 

I  have,  I'cc, 

J.  P.  KOOT. 


(liu-luMiire  A  in  No.  XJ.J 

Sa TUIIDAY,  JUHV  'ill,  lr<i)i. 

In  onr  issue  of  the  15th  instant  we  informed  our  readers  that  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Koot^ 
mtnihtei*  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  had  gencrouBly  ofterod  to  lend  his 
professional  services  toward  checking  the  ravages  of  the  present  terrible  epidemic  of 
8.nall-pox  in  Santiago;  and  wo  have  now  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  onr  n'adors  the 
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followiiijr  lii^lily  iutt-rewtinjr  report,  presented  by  that  gODtlenian  to  the  indeiatij^able 
Inteudciitir  ufthe  capital,  Don  Benjamin  Vicuna  Mackeuua  : 

"  Santiago,  June  16,  1872. 
*To  i/te  hiitndente  of  Santiago^  Don  Benjamin  Vicuna  Mackcnna: 

**Dkau  Sin:  In  accordance  witli  the  resolution  passed  yesterday  at  the  Inteudencia,  I 
have  this  day  visited  the  lazarettes  of  Santiago,  accompanied  by  Captain  Castro,  who 
kindly  presented  me  to  the  directors  of  the  various  establishments  visited,  and  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ibafiez,  who  examined  with  me  each  room  occupied  by  the  sick  of  the  small- 
pox, as  likewise  all  the  departments  annexed  to  the  lazerettcs.*  My  desire  to  set  forth 
some  of  tlie  principal  facts  connected  with  my  visit  of  to-day  as  briefly  as  possible 
will  1m«  my  excuse  for  anything  that  may  be  hasty  in  this  report,  since  I  consider  it  to 
be  of  vital  importance  that  some  changes  should  be  made  immediately  in  reference  to 
the  condition  of  the  lazerettes,  which  are  at  present  crowded  with  the  victims  of  the 
terrible  scourge  that  now  afliicts  this  city. 

**  The  lirst  place  visited  was  the  hospital  of  San  Rafael,  situated  in  Yungai,  opened 
yesterday,  which  contained  on  my  leaving  it  twenty-six  sick  persons,  two  having  been 
received  dunng  my  visit.  The  hospital  is  under  the  charge  of  a  doctor,  who  visited  it 
at  9  a.  m.,  and  who,  it  is  exiHicted,  will  visit  it  the  same  hour  every  day.  There  are 
four  male  nurses,  two  for  the  day  and  two  for  the  night,  and  one  female  nui-se,  who 
has  under  her  si>ecial  charge  a  sick  boy,  her  own  son ;  there  are,  besides,  a  steward,  two 
watchmen,  and  a  cook.  There  arc  two  wards  containing  sick,  and  it  is  believed  that 
when  they  are  full  they  will  contain  seventy  beds.  The  wards  at  present  occnpied 
are  well  ventilated,  and  the  air  was  comparatively  pure.  I  should  not  omit  to  state 
that  four  medical  practitioners,  possessed  with  love  toward  humanity,  and  impelled  by 
their  holy  calling,  lend  their  services  there  night  and  day;  it  being  worthy  of  observa- 
tion that  in  this  hospital  only  have  we  found  profttssors  of  medicine.  The'hospital  and 
its  appurtenances  presented  a  good  appearance,  and  all  there  appeared  to  be  eufering 
on  their  work  of  charity  with  a  spirit  that  awakens  hope  for  the  well-being  of  the  sick 
under  their  care. 

"  Saviour's  Hospital  has  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  sick;  sevi*n  died  during  the  last 
twenty-four  hours,  and  twelve  were  admitted  during  that  time.  Four  Sisters  of  Mercj' 
assist  there  continually,  and  personally  administer  the  medicines,  besides  attending  to 
the  general  administration  of  the  hospital.  There  are  eleven  nurses,  seven  for  day 
and  four  for  night  service.  There  are  seven  wards  occnpied.  A  greater  proportion  of 
children  die  than  adults.  There  are  at  present  thirty  children  here.  There  is  a  cook 
who  works  under  the  immediate  orders  of  a  sister  especially  charged  with  the  kitchen. 
There  are  no  other  nurses  than  the  servants. 

"The  wanls  are  swept  once  a  day,  and  the  floors  washed  only  when  and  where 
any  impurity  falls  upon  them.  The  building  is  a  large  house  with  two  floors,  with 
passages  which  traverse  it  centerwise,  and  corridors  to  both  floors.  The  position  is 
good,  there  being  no  other  buildings  near;  nor  is  there  any  reason  why  the  sick  should 
not  enjoy  a  wholesome  atmosphere ;  but  the  air  of  the  rooms  is  in  a  terrible  condition, 
sufficient  of  itself  to  produce  the  most  serious  results  even  in  a  perfectly  healthy  per- 
son, it  being  difllcult  to  understand  why  the  mortality,  at  present  so  appalling,  is  not 
even  greater.  The  building,  notwithstanding,  can  easily  be  converted  into  a  lazarette 
of  the  flrst  class,  where,  with  the  proper  attention  and  snitable  medical  assistance, 
almost  all  the  sick  should  recover.  The  rooms  are  all  clean ;  each  one,  however,  con- 
taining double  the  number  of  patients  it  ought  to  have.  When  it  is  ventilated  as  is 
thought  proper,  as  was  said,  during  the  day  a  door  or  a  window  is  opened  from  time  to 
time,  though  this  was  done  rarely  during  my  visit,  which  took  place  about  12  o'clock 
on  a  beautiful  day.  At  night  the  rooms  are  all  closed,  so  that  no  fresh  air  can  enter, 
the  poisoned  air  within  not  being  allowed  to  escape.  The  beds  are  all  occupied,  and 
thirty  of  them  are  without  bedsteads.  There  w^as  no  doctor  present  or  near.  Up 
to  the  present  time  no  disinfectant  whatever  has  been  eaiploye<l.  The  bodies  are 
bnried  every  other  night,  being  kept  in  the  mean  time  in  a  ventilated  house  at  a  few 
yards  distant  from  the  principal  building.  The  doctor  in  charge  of  the  hospital  was 
absent,  but  on  a  commission  of  the  intendency. 

'^The  hospital  of  San  Francisco  de  Borga  contains  470  sick,  150  of  them  being  chil- 
dren, many  yet  suckling.  Seven  died  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours ;  the  day  pre- 
viously, 24.  The  number  of  sick  received  during  the  last  day  has  reached  30. 
There  are  nine  wards,  each  one  of  which  is  under  the  charge  of  a  Sister  and  two  female 
nurses.  There  are  twelve  washerwomen,  ten  night-nurses,  besides  two  Sisters,  four 
female  cooks, with  two  Sisters  who  direct  them,  one  mattress-maker  and  sis  seamstresses, 
and  six  men-servants  for  the  work  in  general.  The  wards  are  cleaned  thrice  a  day, 
and  s<mie  disinfectants  are  employed.  Ventilation  is  comparatively  good,  and  the 
yards  extensive,  which  supply  pure  and  wholesome  air.  The  bodies  are  buried  every 
night.  The  terrible  mortality  of  this  hospital  cannot  apparently  be  attributed  to  want 
of  attintiitn  on  the  part  of  the  self-denying  Sisters  who,  moved  by  charity,  lend  their 
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bervices  to  snfiering  bamanity.  The  Lady  Superior  stated  that  there  was  yet  a  sarplus 
of  a  bandred  beds.  There  was  no  doctor  present,  though  one  or  more  daily  visit  the 
hospital. 

*^  The  hospital  of  La  Maestranza  contains  152  sick.  Althon^h  we  waited  nearly  half 
an  hour,  the  only  person  who  appeared  in  charge  of  the  hospital  was  the  porter,  ^ho, 
after  taking  a  turn  all  round  the  establishment,  6a.id  that  ne  could  not  find  any  one 
that  we  could  8i>eak  to ;  that  the  three  sisters  in  whose  charge  the  establishment  is, 
must  have  gone  out.  In  view  of  this,  we  suggested  that  he  should  show  ns  the  wards. 
Of  these  there  are  five,  completely  crowded,  dark,  ill- ventilated,  and  full  of  a  terrible 
and  extremely  pestilential  smell.  We  had  to  retire  without  having  been,  able  to  ob- 
tain any  satisfactorv  data,  and  under  the  impression  that  this  sad  establishment  needs 
a  prompt  and  complete  renovation. 

"  To  sum  up,  allow  me  to  add  that,  in  my  opinion^  there  should  be  an  immediate 
change  in  the  treatment  of  the  variolose ;  as  likewise  ao  early  preparation  of  new 
buildings  dedicated  to  the  reception  of  those  victims  of  the  small-pox  who  apply  to 
them  in  search  of  medical  assistance. 

*'  It  is  astonishing  to  see  how  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  use  of  disinfect- 
ants for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  deleterious  emanations  proceeding  from  the  sick. 
Not  a  single  case  has  been  shown  me  in  which  all  the  body  of  tne  sick  has  been  cleansed 
with  any  Kind  of  bath,  except  when  convalescence  has  so  far  been  established  that  the 
patient  is  at  the  point  of  leaving  the  hospital.  Thus  the  sick  have  been  left  to  strug- 
gle a^inst  internal  and  external  accumulations  until,  owing  to  good  luck  or  a  robust 
constitution,  the  sickness  has  been  overcome,  and  the  patient  is  allowed  to  withdraw 
from  the  putrid  exhalations  that  have  saturated  his  skin  for  days  and  weeks  together. 
But  I  have  neither  time  nor  space  to  enter  into  details.  An  important  fact,  notwith- 
standing, I  should  not  pass  over,  and  that  is,  perhaps,  with  a  single  exception,  that  all 
the  drains  into  which  are  thrown  the  vomits,  the  evacuations,  and  all  kinds  of  con- 
tagious impurities,  pass  through,  more  or  less,  considerable  portions  of  the  city,  pro- 
ducing thus  an  inevitable  source  of  this  malignant  and  mortiferous  disease.  This 
should  at  once  be  remedied,  a  thing  not  difficult  to  do.  The  same  thing  is  taking  place, 
likewise,  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  where  there  probably  exist  at  present  thousands  of 
cases  of  variolose;  and  what  is  surprising  is  that  the  disease  has  not  spread  more  rap- 
idly among  all  classes  of  society.  A  scab  of  the  small-pox  thrown  into  a  drain  may 
readily  be  carried  miles  off  and  find  a  multitude  of  means  to  pioduce  contagious  effects 
in  persons  far  from  its  starting-point. 

"  That  these  matters^  as  also  others  of  greater  importance,  may  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  authorities,  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  suitable  places  being  imme- 
diately prepared,  in  order  that  those  persons  may  be  transferred  to  them  who  are  suf- 
fering in  their  houses. 

"  Have  the  goodness  to  excuse  the  frankness  of  some  of  my  observations,  a  frankness 
which  proceeds  from  a  sentiment  of  charity  toward  my  fellow-creatures. 

"  In  concluding,  allow  me  to  suggest  that  the  three  great  thin^  that  should  be  done 
are :  1st.  To  restrain  immediately  the  development  of  the  epidemic,  visiting  every 
house,  and  obliging  every  person  not  recently  protected  by  vaccination  to  receive  the 
cow-pox,  employing  force,  if  necessary.  2d.  To  cure  the  already  immense  number  of 
sick,  making  use  of  all  the  science,  wisdom,  and  philanthropy  that  are  within  reach. 
3d.  Cleanse  perfectly  streets,  yards,  drains,  &c.,  to  prevent  the  same  or  another  dis- 
ease in  future.  And  as  all  these  things  require  immediate  attention,  every  good  citi- 
zen should  contribute  with  his  best  efforts,  and  thus  co-operate  with  the  indefatigable 
Intendente,  who  is  giving  an  example  worthy  of  being  imitated,  and  to  whom  I  nave 
the  pleasure  of  offering  anew  my  humble  efforts  in  aU  that  which  is  connected  with 
the  sad  crisis  through  which  the  beautiful  city  of  Santiago  is  passing. 

"  May  all  extend  a  helping  hand,  adopting  the  golden  rule  of  doing  to  the  brother  in 
humanitv  as  they  would  be  done  by,  and  then  purity,  health,  and  happiness  will  re- 
turn, and  the  beautiful  light  of  the  sun  will  disperse  all  the  clouds  which  now  obscure 
and  sadden  our  sky. 

"  With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration  and  esteem,  I  remain,  your  obedient 
servant, 

"J.  P.  ROOT." 


[Incloenre  B  in  No.  53.) 

Saturday,  July  6,  1872. 
We  regret  to  sav  that  the  United  States  minister,  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Root,  is  suffering 
from  an  attack  of  small-pox,  contracted  during  his  indefatigable  efforts  to  combat 
that  fell  complaint  while  acting  in  his  self-imposed  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  health,  in  Santiago.  We  learn  from  a  private  source  that  the  attack  from  which 
Mr.  Root  ia  suffering  is  of  a  mild  form,  and  we  are,  therefore,  glad  to  say  there  is  no> 
ground  for  alarm.    The  illness  of  the  honorable  gentleman  has  elicited  the  sympathy' 
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of  the  entire  population  of  the  capital,  as  it  will  most  assuredly  do  from  all  our  readers, 
both  far  and  wide,  who  are  already  acquainted  with  the  eminent  and  disinterested 
services  he  has  rendered  to  suffering  humanity  during  the  previJence  of  the  present 
epidemic  in  the  capital. 


[Inolosure  C  in  Ko.  53.] 

Small-pox  is  raging  with  unabated  vigor  in  Santiago  and  the  acyoiuing  districts,  but 
the  energetic  measures  adopted  by  the  Intendente,  and  in  which  he  has  been  nobly 
seconded  by  his  fellow-citizens  and  many  foreigners,  notably  among  the  latter  the 
United  States  minister,  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Boot,  are  beginning  to  tell  favorably,  for,  although 
there  is  little  or  no  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases,  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  rate  of 
mortality. 


[Inolosure  D  in  No.  53.] 
A  FEW   SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  AND  CURE  OK    SSIALl.-I»OX    PATIKNlt*. 

To  tie  Intendente  of  Santiago,  Don  B.  Vicuna  Mackenna: 

In  an  epidemic  like  the  one  now  in  process  in  Santiago,  fear  is  always  a  promoter  of 
the  spread  of  disease,  and  the  almost  direct  cause  of  the  death  even  of  multitudes. 
Therefore,  while  the  community  in  general  should  be  stirred  to  the  greatest  extent  as 
regards  its  duty  in  warding  off  the  pestilence  and  caring  for  the  afflicted,  the  victims 
thereof  should,  from  the  first,  be  made  to  have  full  confidence  in  their  speedy  and  safe 
recovery ;  and  their  confidence  must  be  inspired  by  all  those  coming  in  contact  with 
them,  not  only  by  words,  but  by  looks,  actions,  and  surroundings ;  the  object  of  treat- 
ment and  care  being,  in  the  language  of  the  great  physician  of  Galilee,  to  save  ItfCj  and 
not  destroy  it. 

It  has  been  said  that  some  one  in  one  of  the  hospitals  of  Santiago  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  telling  those  that  are  brought  thither  that  tney  must  at  once  prepare  for  another 
world,  as  they  will  never  leave  the  hospital  alive.  Such  a  view  of  the  situation,  from 
,  such  a  source,  is  sufficient  to  make  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  sufferer  very  short  in 
*  this  world.  The  person  alluded  to,  however,  deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  honest 
efforts;  and  right  here  I  will  say  that  those  parties  who  are  devoting  their  energies  and 
their  lives  to  the  curing  of  the  sick — toiling  night  and  day  amid  far  from  sweet  and  pleas- 
ant scenes— are  offering  prayers  that  amount  to  something,  their /ai^fc  showing  itself  by 
their  worlcs.  Science,  however,  should  step  in  and  g^ve  direction  to  the  truly  Christian 
labors  of  love  of  these  individuals,  whose  works  of  self-denying  ^charity  will  surely 
find  their  reward,  as  no  good  deed,  in  wisdom  performed,  was  yet  even  forgotten  or 
ever  can  go  unrewarded.  But  never  frighten  the  sick;  fear  is  a  most  depressing  agent, 
and  Uie  hospital  should  be  made  an  attractive  place,  where  pleasant  thoughts  may  be 
engendered,  a  pure  air  breathed ;  where  smiles,  and  hope,  and  joy,  and  gmdness  may 
mingle  in  all  that  appears ;  everything  which  can  help  to  enliven  and  strengthen  the 
prostrated  energies  of  the  patient^  and  dissipate  the  sad  thoughts  and  fearful  forebod- 
ings incident  to  a  weakened  condition  of  body  and  mind,  should  be  cultivated  in  the 
hospital.  The  aim  should  always  be  to  make  everything  connected  with  the  place 
devoted  to  the  curing  of  the  sick  perfect  in  all  their  parts.  Not  an  impure  spot  should 
be  allowed  anywhere  from  which  an  unwholesome  emanation  can  arise.  Not  a 
tainted  breath  should  be  permitted  a  second  time  to  enter  the  lun|;s  of  the  sick,  but 
the  currents  of  air  should  be  so  arranged  that  each  breath  loaded  with  disease  may  be 
taken  at  once  beyond  the  contact  of  any  one  into  the  outer  air,  and  fresh  air 
supplied  in  its  place.  It  is  surprising  what  a  vast  amount  of  disease  is  throwu 
from  the  lungs  of  an  invalid  in  the  act  of  breathing,  and  how  soon  a  room  ill- ventilated 
is  poisoned  tnereby ;  therefore  the  importance  of  continued  and  active  efforts  in  this 
direction.  The  air  of  the  sick-room  must  be  kept  constantly  perfectly  sweet  and  pure, 
so  that  not  even  the  slightest  unpleasant  odor  can  be  noticed.  In  order  that  this  may 
be  the  case,  an  easy  ingress  for  fresh  air,  and  an  equally  easy  egress  for  foul  and 
tainted  air,  must  be  had,  and  all  so  arranged  that  unpleasant  currents  may  not  strike 
directly  upon  the  patient.  A  quite  strong  current  of  good  air,  however,  is  infinitely 
safer  t#  be  in  than  to  be  obliged  to  breath  over  and  over  agatn  an  atmosphere  poisoned 
by  the  diseased  exhalations  trom  lungs,  body,  bed,  Sec,  as  is  too  often  the  case;  and 
this  condition  of  pure  air  must  continue  during  the  night  as  well  as  day.  To  ventilate 
properly,  the  air  must  enter  near  the  floor  of  the  room  and  go  out  at  the  upper  part ; 
and  where  rooms  are  not  thus  provided,  the  fault  should  immediately  be  remedied,  a 
task  not  difficult ;  but,  whether  difficult  or  not,  it  mast  he  done  at  once,  care  being  taken 
that  the  air  entering  from  the  lower  parts  through  the  walls  of  the  room  comes  from  a 
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pare  source,  the  groat  fact  being  kept  in  view  that  the  patient  mast  at  all  baxards 
breath  nothing  but  a  continually  pure  atmosphere.  The  walls  and  ceilings  of  rooms 
dM>iild  always  be  white,  a  thing  easily  done  by  whitewashing.  The  temperature  also  of 
the  room  is  of  great  importance,  and  can  only  be  regulated  by  artificial  means.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  fires  are  very  necessary,  so  that,  without  closing  the  room,  and  thus 
preventing  a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air,  the  atmosphere  of  the  apartment  may  be 
kept  constantly  at  an  even  temperature,  the  heat  being  regulated  by  a  thermometer  in 
each  room.  Heat  from  an  open  fire-place,  with  a  good  chimney,  is  preferable,  but  a 
stove  IS  tbo  next  best  thing  where  the  heat  cannot  be  obtained  from  pipes  or  ranges, 
heated  by  steam  or  hot  air.  Heat  materially  assists  in  the  ventilation  of  the  room, 
the  heated  air  rising  and  passing  out  at  the  upper  part,  carrying  with  it  the  impurities 
in  the  atmosphere.    The  brasero  is  a  very  unsafe  and  even  dangerous  SQurce  of  heat. 

It  is  often  the  case  when  the  vital  powers  are  exhausted  in  some  of  the  later  stages  of 
disease  that  the  patient  dies  from  lack  of  heat ;  an  hour's  cold,  in  a  large  hospital,  caused 
by  the  sudden  change  of  the  temperature  of  the  air,  no  provision  having  been  made 
against  its  effect,  may  cause  the  death  of  a  large  number  who  otherwise  might  have 
recovered. 

It  is  important  that  a  hospital  should  be  located,  if  possible,  apart  from  the  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  city.  The  location  of  the  "  Hospital  del  Salvador"  is  fortunate 
in  this  particular,  and  the  building  now  occupied  might  be  made  very  serviceable  by 
bein^  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  above  suggestions. 

It  IS  of  great  importance  that  disinfectants  are  constantly  used  in  and  arround  all  hos- 
pitals, not  only  the  yards,  the  houses,  thoTOoms,  the  floor,  the  beds,  but  the  patient  must 
be  constantly  cleansed  from  all  poisonous  and  infectious  emanations.  The  object  sbonld 
be  to  destroy  the  poison  both  in  the  body  and  out  of  it ;  the  first  by  proper  remedies 
properly  administered,  and  the  second  by  a  variety  of  appliances  and  precautions.  Fire, 
the  surest  destroyer  of  contagious  matter,  should  be  used  for  all  articles  not  possible  to 
be  cleansed  by  other  means.  Nothing  should  be  swept  or  thrown  into  any  corner,  or 
allowed  to  remain  in  waste-heaps ;  but  all  filthy  rags,  sweepings  of  rooms,  i&o.,  should 
be  instantly  burned.  Never  bury  any  article  or  throw  it  into  an  acegnia.  All  vomits, 
evacuations,  washings,  &c.,  not  subject  to  be  burned,  should  be  thrown  into  a  deep 
hole  in  the  ground,  in  which  quicklime,  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron,  carbolic  or 
other  acids,  or  other  appropriate  articles,  are  constantly  kept,  snificient  in  amount  and 
strength  to  destroy  at  once  all  contagious  iufiuences ;  and  the  hole,  when  partially  full, 
thoroughly  covered,  and  a  new  one  opened ;  but  never  should  anything  unhealthy  be 
thrown  into  an  acegnia,  even  though  it  runs  directly  into  the  country,  the  constant 
effort  being  to  amiihilate  both  the  otisease  and  its  possible  future  effects. 

The  sick-room  should  be  the  object  of  constant  and  unremitting  care  and  attention  ; 
it  is  not  enough  to  purify  once  each  day ;  every  moment  the  condition  of  the  atmos- 
phere must  be  watched,  and  wherever  and  whenever  an  unpleasant  or  foul  and  un* 
wholesome  odor  or  influence  is  observed,  at  once  it  must  be  eradicated.  Everv  part  of 
the  room  should  be  constantly  so  sweet  and  pure  that  the  most  fastidious  could  detect 
nothing  disagreeable.  In  the  severest  cases  the  sheets  and  the  shirts  of  the  patient 
should  be  chan^^  every  day  and  the  whole  clothing  of  the  bed  often  aired  and  puri- 
fied, that  the  diseased  accumulations  may  be  removed  as  speedily  as  possible ;  every 
article  being  thoroughly  disinfected,  either  by  fumigations,  washings,  or  otherwise, 
before  being  used  the  second  time,  and  all  being  thoroughly  fresh,  sweet,  and  dry 
before  coming  in  contact  with  the  patient.  The  floor,  walls,  ceilinffs,  bedsteads,  and 
furniture  of  the  room  need  constant  cleansing  and  purifying,  so  that  the  air,  when  com- 
ing in  contact  with  them,  cannot  be  vitiated  thereby.  Some  of  the  best  disinfectants 
for  the  purpose  are  carbolic  acid,  chloride  and  other  preparations  of  lime,  together 
with  many  other  articles  commonly  used  for  this  purpose. 

As  regards  the  medical  treatment  of  the  small-pox  patients,  no  special  rules  can  be 
given  which  will  meet  the  wants  of  every  case,  tnerefore  it  becomes  necessary  that  a 
scientific  physician  examine  carefully  each  patient  very  often,  that  each  change  may 
be  noted,  and  the  treatment  modified  to  meet  the  sometimes  rapidly  changing  phases 
of  the  disease,  as  a. few  hours  lack  of  proper  attention  may  decide  the  fate  of  the 
invalid. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  with  patients  when  attacked  with  small-pox  is  to  revac- 
cinate  them  properly  with  virus  known  to  be  good,  no  matter  whether  they  have  ever 
been  vaccinated  previously  or  how  recently.  The  philosophy  for  this  treatment  I  have 
not  time  to  give,  but  of  the  beneficial  results  I  have  no  doubt,  and  it  should  be  done  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  suppuration  of  the  small-pox  pustules;  after  this  stage  its 
efifcacy  is  perhaps  questionable,  though  even  then  it  can  do  no  harm. 

There  is  not  a  single  stage  of  the  disease  when  the  bathing  in  some  form  of  the  entire 
body  every  day,  ana  sometimes  offcener,  is  not  absolutely  necessary.  This  operation, 
however,  most  be  performed  with  the  utmost  care,  and  not  left  to  the  charge  of  igno- 
ra&t  or  careless  nurses,  else  dangerous  results  may  follow.  The  akin  is  one  of^the 
great  emunctories  of  the  systeno,  and  the  amount  of  waste  and  diseased  matters 
thrown  upon  the  surface  of  the  body  is  truly  wonderful.    Nature  exerts  itself  to  the 
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utmoBt  to  get  rid  of  the  poisonous  matters  that  circulate  in  the  body  in  various  ways, 
but  constantly  by  means  of  the  lungs  and  the  skin.  I  have  already  shown  how  the 
impurities  thrown  from  the  lungs  by  the  act  of  inspirations  may  be  disposed  of  in  a 
harmless  manner,  through  the  means  of  perfect  ventilation.  It  becomes  as  necessary 
also  to  dispose  of  the  emanations  from  the  skin,  which,  by  being  allowed  to  accumulate 
around  the  body,  not  only  prevent  the  free  exit  from  the  surface  of  the  body  of  other 
vile  and  diseased  matters,  thus  by  force  preventing  the  escape  from  the  system  and 
obliging  the  poisons  to  continue  in  the  circulation,  with  all  their  fatal  tendencies  and 
actual  edects  upon  the  vital  forces  of  nature,  but  contaminating  the  clothing,  air,  and 
everything  commg  in  proximity  with  the  person,  as  well  as  poisoning  the  atmosphere 
further,  thus  forming  a  sort  of  endless  chain  of  poisonous  influences,  vrhich,  entering 
through  the  lungs  into  the  circulation,  and  thence  after  a  time  finding  their  way  to 
the  surface,  again  contaminate  the  air  destined  once  more  for  the  lungs,  and  so  on ; 
this  must  be  avoided.  The  time  and  mode  of  bathing  must  be  directed  by  the  physician 
in  charge,  and  whether  it  shall  be  cold,  tepid,  or  hot  water,  or  whether  ice  in  various 
ways  may  be  used,  must  depend  entirely  on  circumstances  ;  whether  the  bathing  shall 
be  with  strong  or  weak  acids,  of  an  alkaline  character,  or  of  water  alone,  must  also  be 
subject  to  the  decision  of  the  time,  but  some  one  of  these  it  is  necessary  to  use  every 
day,  that  the  emanations  from  the  skin  may  be  thoroughly  cleansed  therefrom.  Some- 
times a  mixture  of  chalk  and  water,  or  chalk,  charcoal,  and  water,  maybe  used  on  the 
entire  surface  of  the  body  with  decidedly  beneficial  results ;  also  an  ointment  of  chalk, 
charcoal,  and  sweet-oil,  in  certain  stages  may  be  of  benefit,  having  a  decidedly  disin- 
fecting and  healing  effect  upon  the  suppurating  surface. 

It  is  impossible  to  specify  what  remedies  shall  be  absolutely  given,  as  each  case  must 
be  treated  upon  its  own  merits,  and  whoever  prescribes  a  wholesale  treatment,  apply- 
ing the  same  to  each  and  every  case,  will  see  his  patients  die  on  his  hands.  There  is 
no  specific  for  small-pox ;  that  which  comes  nearest  to  this  is  perfect  purity  and  clean- 
liness of  everything  connected  mth  the  patient.  The  medicines  most  of  service  are  those  of 
a^  supporting  and  cleansing,  or  antiseptic  and  stimulant  character ;  all  debilitating 
remedies  are  worse  than  useless.  Severe  purging  is  very  dangerous.  Enemas  of  various 
kinds  are  frequently  indicated,  and  in  a  multitude  of  ways  may  be  advantageously 
used.  This  is  often  a  popular  method  of  introducing  antiseptics  into  the  system,  as 
well  as  by  the  mouth. 

The  internal  administration  of  antiseptics  and  disinfectants,  such  as  "  crystallized 
phenic  acid,''  is  of  vast  importance  ;  also  chloride  of  potash  dissolved  in  water ;  chlo- 
ride of  sodium  (common  salt)  dissolved  in  water,  with  an  addition  of  acetic  acid,  (con- 
•nion  vinegar  answering,)  or  citric  acid,  (the  juice  of  the  lemon  serving  a  good  pur- 
l>ose.) 

The  carbolic  acid  as  an  antiseptic,  deodorizer,  and  disinfectant  should  be  largely  used 
in  various  ways  in  and  around  the  hospital.  An  excellent  method  of  purifying  a  room 
filled  with  unpleasant  and  infectious  emanations  is,  with  an  atomizer  (an  instrument 
which,  by  a  rapid  current  of  air,  separates  fluids  into  minute  parts)  to  throw  the  vapor  of 
a  mixture  of  carbolic  acid  and  water  and  a  very  little  alcohol  (the  alcohol  assisting  in 
dissolving  the  carbolic  acid)  into  all  parts  of  the  room,  beneath  the  bed,  and  in  all 
corners  and  places  where  there  is  any  impurity  whatever;  this  should  be  done  several 
times  each  day.  Whenever  the  floors,  walls,  vessels,  or  furniture  of  the  sick-room  are 
washed,  carbolic  acid  should  be  put  into  the  water;  its  daily  use  in  strong  or  weak 
solutions  for  bathing  all  parts  of  the  body  is  highly  beneficial. 

When  there  are  hemorrhagic  tendencies,  the  oil  of  turpentine  may  be  given  with 
good  results.  Quinine  and  other  articles  of  its  class  are  indicated  when  the  strength 
seems  failing  from  exhaustion,  and  it  is  always  better  to  be  too  early  than  too  late  in 
their  administration. 

Acidulated  drinks  of  various  kinds  are  usually  very  grateful  to  the  patient ;  some- 
times, however,  those  of  aq  alkaline  character  are  indicated ;  weak  lime-water  with 
wat«r  of  roses,  or  even  a  chalk  mixture,  or,  as  before  observed,  a  solution  of  the  chlorate 
of  potash,  are  often  remedies  of  very  great  service,  and  are  more  frequently  indicated 
than  acids. 

Suppurated  surfaces  artificially  made  upon  the  chest  or  other  portions  of  the  body 
have  often  prevented  an  excess  of  pustular  pitting  upon  the  face.  When  this  opera- 
tion is  performed  upon  the  chest,  its  tendency  is  also  to  prevent  lung  complications. 
An  ointment  made  of  sweet  oil,  charcoal,  and  wax,  and  placed  upon  the  face  and  neck, 
is  a  favorite  remedy  with  some,  to  prevent  pitting  in  those  places. 

As  much  sunlight  should  be  obtained  in  the  room  as  the  eyes  of  the  patients  can 
tolerate,  and  if  some  of  them  are  too  sensitive,  owing  to  the  location  of  their  beds  or 
other  cause,  it  is  better  to  use  shades  for  them  than  to  exclude  all  the  light  from  the 
room,  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  are  great  promoters  of  health.  The  statement  that  pus- 
tular inflammation  is  seriously  aggravated  by  the  light  is  not  well  supported,  but  if 
there  is  danger  of  this,  it  Is  better  to  cover  the  exposed  surfaces  with  the  ointment 
above  allud^  to,  or  to  cover  the  same  with  oiled  sillc,  making  holes  for  the  eyes,  nose, 
and  mouth,  rather  than  lose  the  health-giving  effects  of  God's  pure  sunlight. 
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Great  care  should  be  taken  that  not  too  many  patients  are  crowded  into  each  room,  as 
in  this  condition  it  is  impossible  to'  obtain  a  sufficient  amount  of  freah  air  for  the  use 
of  all :  aside  from  this^  it  is  important  that  patients  should  not  be  inconvenienced  and 
disturbed  by  the  condition  of  their  neighbors,  as  the  mind  has  much  to  do  with  the 
restoration  of  health;  and  when  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  death  of  a  patient,  the 
scenes  necessarily  connected  therewith  should  be  excluded  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  other  inmates  of  the  room. 

All  persons  attacked  with  small-pox  should  at  once  be  placed  under  the  care  of  an 
tmteHigent  and  attentive  physician. 

Sometimes  wines  and  other  similar  stimulants  may  be  used  with  good  eiTects,  but 
their  indiscriminate  administration  cannot  be  too  strongly  deprecated.  Dififusible 
stimuli,  like  the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  are  often  of  great  service.  No  preparation  of 
mercury  should  be  given.  A  multitude  of  medicinal  and  remedial  agents  might  be 
named,  and  their  use  commented  upon,  but  the  fact  that  from  time  immemorial  edu- 
cated physicians  have  never  agreed  upon  the  exact  remedies  suitable  for  the  treatment 
of  this  disease  is  a  strong  argument  against  placing  too  much  reliance  upon  the  bene- 
iicial  action  of  any  one  article  of  medicine ;  but  experience  has  satisfactorily  demon- 
strated the  efficacy  of  what  may  be  called  the  hygienic  treatment,  and  that  when  cer- 
tain great  sanitary  principles  are  carried  out,  such  as  are  intended  in  this  article,  a 
very  small  percentage  of  small-x)ox  patients  will  die ;  but  when  there  is  a  failure  in 
this  direction,  no  matter  what  the  medical  treatment  may  be,  a  very  large  percentage 
must  die. 

The  general  rule,  therefore,  is  to  support  the  patient  from  first  to  last,  obliging  per- 
fect purity  and  cleanliness  to  be  observed  on  all  sides,  being  careful  not  to  push  medi- 
cal aid  so  as  to  interfere  with  nature's  operations,  but  only  to  follow  her  indica- 
tions, and  assist  instead  of  hindering  her  efforts  to  drive  out  the  foreign  enemy  that 
has  taken  forcible  possession  of  her  territory ;  thus  nearly  all  those  taken  with  the 
small-pox  will  recover.  Those  only  need  have  any  fears  whose  constitutions  have 
been  broken  down  by  severe  dissipations  of  any  kind. 

As  regards  diet,  the  patient  should  be  fully  nourished,  but  in  the  early  stages  the 
food  should  be  free  from  oily  substances,  which  will  not  be  readily  digested,  and  only 
tend  to  produce  increased  febrile  excitement,  and  perhaps  tend  to  prepare  the  way  for 
intestinal  complications.  At  this  stage  also  the  stomach  loathes  this  class  of  food,  an 
indication  that  it  is  not  needed.  But,  during  this  period,  the  diet  should  be  largely  of 
boiled  rice,  or  similar  articles  of  food,  with  broth  without  a  particle  of  grease.  The 
patient  should  be  strongly  encouraged  to  use  quite  freely  rice-gruel  and  a  thick  mu- 
cilage of  gum-arabic  for  drinks  during  the  entire  disease,  being  careful  that  they  are 
always  pure  and  fresh,  and  preserved  for  use  in  apartments  not  occupied  by  the  sick, 
as  fluids  have  the  power  of  absorbing  impurities  from  the  atmosphere.  AH  drinks 
may  be  cold  or  hot,  to  suit  the  taste  of  the  patient.  If  the  stomach  is  not  crowded 
with  articles  too  oily  or  difficult  of  digestion  during  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  it 
will  readily  digest  more  supporting  food  a  little  later.  Nourishment  should  be  given 
with  as  great  regularity  as  possible,  though  no  arbitrary  rules  can  be  followed  in  this 
or  any  other  plan  of  treatment ;  therefore,  as  has  been  previously  observed,  each  pa- 
tient must  be  the  object  of  especial  care  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendant,  as  well 
as  of  all  his  assistants. 

The  above  presents  a  general  view  of  the  proper  treatment  of  small-pbx  patients, 
the  adoption  of  which  will  cure  those  already  sick,  and  prevent  the  spread  of  the  con- 
tagion from  the  persons  of  those  being  cured. 

It  will  be  very  apparent  from  the  foregoing  somewhat  hastily  written  suggestions, 
that  the  labor  absolutely  necessary  to  be  performed  in  the  cure  and  treatment  of 
small-pox  patients  is  far  from  being  light ;  the  number  of  assistants  required  should 
be  in  proportion  to  the  service  demanded.  The  number  of  nurses  should  be  such  that 
they  should  not  be  exhausted  with  overwork  or  watching,  as  it  is  all  important  that 
those  coming  in  contact  with  the  sick  and  feeble  should  not  only  be  free  from  disease 
themselves,  but  be  able  to  impart  from  their  own  pure,  healthy,  strong,  and  vigorous 
constitutions,  life-giving  influences.  The  weak,  diseased,  and  those  lacking  lite  and 
energy,  should  never,  if  possible  to  avoid  it,  attempt  the  cure  of  the  sick.  A  cadaver- 
ous race  with  tottering  limbs  and  a  trembling  hand,  cannot  successfully  combat  disease 
and  debility.  The  presence  of  the  elastic  step  and  smiling,  joyous  face,  together  with 
the  touch  of  the  steady  hand  of  the  strong  and  healthy,  carry  hope  and  actual  life  to 
the  suffering  invalid.  There  is  a  nervo-magnetic  fluid  circulating  in  all  our  bodies 
which  is  imparted  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  to  those  with  whom  we  come  in  con- 
tact, and  its  effects  correspond  in  a  great  degree  to  the  conditions  of  our  own  persons 
and  lives. 

He  who  saves  his  patients  and  they  who  labor  under  his  guidance  occupy  no  easy 
position ;  their  tasks  during  such  trying  epidemics  as  the  one  now  afflicting  this 
oountry  are  arduous  in  the  extreme,  and  strongly  test  their  moral,  mental,  and  physical 
capaoitien.    All  such  parties  should  be  freely  and  liberally  sustained  by  the  commu- 
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nity  at  large.    It  speaks  well  for  Santiago  that  there  are  so  many  who  are  most  philan- 
thropically  giving  all  their  energies  to  this  noble  work. 

Christ,  the  great  physician,  commanded  his  followers  to  '^  pray  without  ceasing ; " 
I  beHeve  that,  whether  they  think  it  or  even  desire  it,  the  labors  of  the  faithful,  self- 
denying  physician,  assistant,  and  nurse,  passing  quietly  yet  firmly  through  danger, 
disease  and  pestilence,  are  not  excelled  in  their  Christian  character  by  the  acts  of  any 
other  human  beings.  If  they  do  their  duty,  no  matter  what  their  mouths  utter,  their 
hearts,  brains,  and  hands  mutually  unit«  in  working  out  unceasing  prayer  most  accept- 
able to  God  and  humanity.  I  have  written  the  above  in  plain  language  that  it  may 
be  easily  understood  by  all. 

J.  P.  ROOT. 


[Iiic]08Tir.e  E.J 

Saturday,  July  20, 1872. 

The  Hon.  J.  P.  Root,  though  scarcely  convalescent  from  his  recent  attack  of  small- 
pox, has  again  taken  his  seat  at  the  board,  and  a  few  days  ago  he  visited  all  the  hos- 
pitals in  company  with  Dr.  Agnirre,  and  we  are  happy  to  say  that  his  inspection  has 
been  the  means  of  introducing  many  beneficial  reforms  in  the  lazarettes. 


[Inclosare  F. — Trandlation.] 
Mr,  Maokenna,  to  Mr,  Root, — Letter  from  the  central  society  of  hosjntals, 

Santiaqo,  July  1, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  yery  interesting  memorial  upon  the  arrangement  of  hospitals  and  the  treat- 
ment of  those  afflicted  with  small-pox,  which  your  excellency  has  had  the  goodness  to 
direct  to  us,  has  fiUed  with  satisfaction  and  gratitude  the  society  of  citizens  charged 
with  combating  the  epidemic  which  to-4ay  is  making  its  terrible  effects  felt  in  Uiis 
capital. 

The  wealth  of  information  and  vast  experience  which  its  author  places  in  it  to  the 
service  of  humanity,  as  well  as  the  practical  and  scientific  application  of  knowledge 
which  he  applies  to  the  present  case  and  circumstances,  fill  us  with  gratification.  And 
we  are  no  less  inspired  vrith  profound  gratitude  by  that  self-denial  with  which  your 
excellency  personally  has  visited  the  i>oor  sick  in  the  hospitals  and  investigated  iiT 
those  places  most  scrupulously  everything  connected  with  their  wants  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  sick,  so  that  we  have  been  permitted  to  see  at  one  view  the  learned  physi- 
cian who  determines  the  best  remedy  for  the  malady  of  the  patient,  and  the  pracncal 
Christian  who  closely  approaches  the  sufferer  in  order  to  relieve  him,  and  even,  if 
necessary,  to  participate  m  his  pains  in  order  to  alleviate  them. 

This  society,  in  view  of  all  this,  has  decided  to  present  to  your  excellency,  in  this 
note,  a  testimony  of  the  high  appreciation  which  so  noble  acts  merit.  Besides,  each 
and  all  of  ibe  members  that  compose  it  offer  to  your  excellency  their  perfect  attach- 
ment. 


Your  excellency's  obedient  servants, 


J.  I.  V.  EYZAGTHRRE,  President. 
VALENTIN  MARCOLETA. 
FRANCISCO  I.  B.  EGUIGUREN. 
JOSfi  M.  GUZMAN. 
VICENTE  IZQUIERDO. 
M.  OVALLE. 
JAMARIO  OVALLE. 
MANUEL  ARRIARAN,  Secretary. 


[Enclosure  G.— TranalatioD.] 
Mr,  Mackenna  to  Mr,  Root. 

Santiago,  June  27,  1872. 

Notwithstanding  the  Central  Society  for  "  Lazeretos  "  has  offered  to  your  excellency 

the  most  expressive  thanks  for  your  excellent  article  upon  the  internal  organization 

of  '*  Lazeretos,''  and  the  curing  of  their  patients,  this  "Intendencia''  takes  pleasure 

in  multiplying  the  manifestations  of  its  especial  acknowledgments  for  a  service  as  op- 
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portuue  as  charitable.  It  is  truly  a  great  consolation  and  a  distinguished  honor  for 
oar  enlightened  capital  to  excite  sympathies  so  high  and  so  sincere  as  those  which 
your  excellency  has  contributed,  it  being  worthy  of  note  that  this  is  perhaps  the  first 
oooaaion  in  which  the  representative  of  a  friendly  nation  has  proved  to  our  lellow-citi- 
2dD8  bv  especial  acts  of  self-denial,  and  of  work  that  appeals  to  the  human  soul,  which 
it  has  been  the  custom  hitherto  to  leave  exclusively  to  toasts  and  protocols. 
God  guard  your  excellency. 

B.  VICUJ^A  MACKENNA. 


[iDclosare  H.— Translation.] 

Mr,  Mackenna  to  Mr.  Boot. 

Santiago,  July  12,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  placing  within  the  knowledge  of  your  excellency  that  this 
Intendencia  has  unanimously  decided  to  name  one  of  the  new  streets  of  Santiago  with 
the  name  of  Boot  street,  (Calle  de  Root,)  in  memory  and  honor  of  the  generous 
and  philanthropic  services  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  lend  to  the  un- 
happy flick  during  the  epidemic  which  has  afflicted  and  yet  saddens  the  city. 
God  guard  your  excellency. . 

BENJ.  VICUI^A  MACKENNA, 

Intendente  of  Saatiaffo. 


f  lodosure  J.] 
Mr.  Root  to  Mr,  Mackenna. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chilij  July  15, 1972. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  surprise  and  pride  that  I  acknowledge  the  recesp- 
tion  of  the  official  communication  of  your  honor  notifying  me  that  the  Intendencia  of 
Santiago  has  named  one  of  its  new  streets  by  my  name  as  a  token  of  its  appreciation 
of  the  numble  efforts  I  have  made  in  behalf  of  those  afflicted  with  the  small-pox  in 
this  city.  I  am  surprised  that  so  little  on  my  part  has  been  deemed  worthy  so  much 
present  pleasant  notice  and  future  remembrance. 

My  feelings  of  pride  are  not  a  little  appealed  to  by  being  thought  deserving  the 
esteem,  commendation,  and  recollection  of  the  city  of  Santiago,  within  the  limits  of 
which  are  found  so  many  noble  self-denying  souls,  whose  generous  philanthropic  sen- 
timents— in  this  sad  hour — are  being  demonstrated  to  such  an  extent  in  courageous, 
self-sacrificing  acts,  thereby,  unknown  to  themselves,  erecting  in  the  dearest  memories 
•f  their  fellow-men  monuments  more  to  be  cherished  than  piUars  of  marble,  or  stipes 
of  brass. 

That  the  blessings  of  an  ever  kind  and  watchful  Providence  may  continually  be 
Touchsafed  to  yourself,  your  co-workers,  and  those  under  your  care,  is  the  earnest 
piayer  of 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  ROOT. 


[Inclosure  K. — Translation  from  La  Bepublica.1 

June  18,  1872. 

The  representative  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Root,  has  contributed  in  a  great  meas- 
ure to  manifest  to  the  authorities  the  true  condition  of  the  lazaretos,  (smiQl-pox  hos- 
pitals,) and  the  best  means  to  combat  the  epidemic. 

Mr.  Root  has  visited  all  the  places  of  contagion,  in  many  of  which  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  lend  their  important  and  pious  services. 

The  self-sacrificini^  conduct  of  the  North  American  minister  is  a  demonstration  of 
hU  sympathetic  sentiments,  and  his  opinion  is  a  most  valuable  assistance  in  the  pres- 
ent situation. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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(Inclosure  L.— Trauslation  from  the  Ferro  Can-il.  1 


The  Honorable  Mr.  Root,  minister  of  the  United  States^  is  now  sick  with  the 
small-pox.  Mr.  Root  has  examined,  visited,  and  carefully  studied  all  the  lazarettos  of 
the  capital  with  an  indefatigable  constancy.  The  public  health  owes  h im  a  great  debt  of 
gratitude,  and  the  epidemic,  of  which  to-day  he  is  a  victim,  has  found  him  among  its 
most  vigorous  adversaries. 

Mr.  R^t  possesses  a  grand  spirit  and  a  grand  heart.  The  men  of  science  have  been 
able  to  judge  his  works  as  above  science.  All  noble  souls  have  been  able  to  estimate  the 
spontaneity  of  his  services.  Representative  of  a  friendly  nation,  he  has  contributed 
with  the  sacrifice  of  his  person  to  manifest  the  lofty  sentiments  of  that  nation. 

This  time  diplomacy  has  taught  humanity,  and  humanity  self-denial.  Mr.  Root  has 
been  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle.  There  is  nothing  more  honorable  than  the  scars 
of  war. 


[lutlosure  M.— Tranalalion  fi-om  tbe  Ferro  CaniLJ 

}Vord8  spoken  hy  Don  Dwnlngo  Arteagar,  AlemparUy  Ike  €ditot\  at  a  large  banquet  given  to 
the  medical  students  who  had  acted  nobly  during  the  epidemic, 

September  4,  1872. 

Gentlemen  :  I  arise  to  propose  a  toast  in  honor  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Root,  minister 
of  the  United  States.  The  G<)vemment  of  the  United  States  sent  him  to  Chili  to  cul- 
tivate with  our  government  the  relations  of  good-fellowship  and  harmony,  which 
happily  exist  between  the  two  countries. 

In  presence  of  the  epidemic  which  afflicted  us,  Mr.  Root  contented  not  himself  alone 
with  performing  the  duties  of  that  noble  mission.  Disregarding  the  advantages  of  his 
exalted  position,  the  comforts  and  securities  of  his  home,  he  wished  to  cultivate  also 
relations  with  the  suffering  and  the  contagion  of  our  city.  He  visited  our  lazarettos, 
he  attended  and  aided  our  sick — compromised  his  life  by  saving  our  lives.  He  has 
been  thus  something  more  than  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the  great  republic. 
He  has  been  a  man  of  charity. 

Gentlemen :  To  the  health  of  Mr.  Root,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  human  brotherhood,  near  the  afflictions  and  sympathies  of  the  Cbiliaa 
people. 


[Inclosare  N.J 

Saturday,  August  10,  1872. 
Important  letter  fiom  tJie  Eon.  J.  P.  Root  to  Santiago  m^ical  students, 

Santiago,  July  24, 1872. 
Honorable  Sir  :  Grateful  for  the  zeal  and  self-denial  you  have  manifested,  as  well 
in  the  hospitals  as  in  private  toward  our  unfortunate  countrymen ;  and  desirous  like- 
wise of  co-operating  in  the  early  extinction  of  the  epidemic,  we  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
questing you  to  be  so  good  as  to  put  us  in  possession  of  vour  professional  observations 
with  regard  to  the  disease,  accompanied  with  the  well-devised  and  successful  method 
of  treatment  which  your  knowledge  has  suggested  to  you. 

We,  mere  beginners  in  the  medical  career,  hope  to  second  the  efforts  you  have  made 
for  the  extirpation  of  the  disease,  availing  ourselves  of  the  scientific  information  you 
may  be  so  good  as  to  provide  us  with,  on  which  account  the  victims  of  the  epidemic^ 
as  well  as  your  attentive  admirers  and  friends,  will  remain  eternally  obliged. 

JACINTO  O.  DEL   RIO. 
ERNESTO  TURENNE. 
The  Hon.  J.  P.  Root,  Present, 


[Inclo^ur©  O.) 

Santiago,  July  25, 1872. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  very  complimentary  letter  of  yesterday,  asking  my  views  touch- 
ing the  treatment  of  small-pox,  I  shall  answer  with  much  pleasure,  and  though  unable 
in  the  short  time  I  can  devote  thereto  to  give  you  my  ideas  as  fully  as  I  should  like, 
I  will  endeavoi  to  make  what  I  do  say  so  clear  that  my  suggestions  may  be  easily 


CHILI.  121 

• 

ooniprehended ;  tiustiDg  also  to  your  iutelligeace  and  kiuduess  for  the  more  symmet- 
rical arrangement  of  what  I  am  obliged  somewhat  hurriedly  to  throw  together. 

And  permit  me,  in  commencing,  to  state  that  it  is  no  depreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the 
many  noble,  self-denying  individuals,  who  have^ven  their  personal  and  other  services 
to  the  alleviation  and  care  of  the  unfortunate  sick,  in  the  terrible  epidemic  that  now 
afflicts  this  people,  for  me  to  say  that  your  colleagues  and  co> workers,  all  those  young 
men  preparing  tnemselves  for  phj'-sicians,  who  have  so  generously,  and  with  so  much 
self-sacnficing  philanthropy,  left  their  homes,  where  they  were  surrounded  with  all 
that  love,  healtn,  wealth,  and  refinement  could  make  attractive,  to  spend  days  and 
mghta  in  the  very  midst  of  pestilential  and  fetid  odors,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
gravest  contagion,  disease  and  death,  giving  their  energies,  mental  and  physical,  to  the 
curing  of  maladies  of  the  severest  type,  deserve  a  meed  of  praise  and  honorable  remem- 
brance which  cannot  be  overestimated.  I  have  too  often  witnessed  their  smile  of 
satisfaction,  as  indications  of  returning  health  were  visible,  and  the  look  of  sadness 
depicted  in  their  countenances  as  they  beheld  the  unmistakable  signs  of  approaching 
death  in  the  patients  under  their  care,  not  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  their  noble 
hearts,  as  well  as  intelligent  heads,  were  devoted  to  their  arduous  labors.  Such  scenes, 
however,  are  incident  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  must  be  prepared  for  by  all  who 
would  be  perfect  in  their  profession.  And  well  may  the  city  or  Santiago  congratulate 
itself,  while  contemplating  the  fact  that  the  health  of  its  fast-coming  future,  to  a  great 
extent,  must  be  in  the  hands  of  these  young  men  now  preparing  themselves  for  the 
weighty  responsibilities  of  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Allow  me  also  to  suggest  that  no  one  can  be  too  well  prepared  for  his  professional 
life,  and  also,  no  matter  how  much  time  has  been  spent  in  the  preparatory  course,  every 
day's  experience  of  the  scientific  physician  will  demonstrate  the  met  that  his  education 
is  still  incomplete,  and  there  always  ought  and  ever  will  be  an  earnest  longing  for 
more  knowledge. 

I  also  regret  to  inform  you  that,  as  you  advance  in  medical  wisdom  and  seek  after  truth, 
no  matter  from  what  source  it  may  emanate,  you  will  continually  find  your  way  blocked 
np  with  the  accumulated  rubbish  of  ages,  and,  unless  you  have  more  than  ordinary 
conrage,  you  will  give  up,  like  thousands  before  you,  and  rest  satisfied  with  what  is 
claimed  upon  a  certain  kind  of  authority  to  be  truth,  when  you  have  only  obtained  a 
feeble  glimmering  of  the  true  light  of  science.  The  great  trouble  in  your  most  noble 
profession  is  thatoy  far  too  many  men  in  it  advance  oackward,  with  their  fistces  ever 
looking  toward  the  dim  and  musty  past,  instead  of  fronting  the  bright  future  with  its 
brilliant  omens  of  progress.  While  it  is  well  to  consult  all  the  learning  and  read  as  many 
books  as  possible  of  ancient  as  well  as  modem  times,  it  is  of  ^eat  importance  to  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  the  great  *'  book  of  nature"  is  the  only  infallible  work  whose  teachings 
never  go  astray,  and  the  true  student  thereof  will  never  tire  in  his  reading  of  its  beau- 
tiful pages,  or  fail  to  be  captivated  with  the  splendid  results  ever  to  be  expected  from 
closely  following  its  indications. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  these  prefatory  remarks,  made  in  view  of  the  fact  that  yet 
yon  have  not  finished  vour  course  of  medical  studies,  when  I  tell  you  that  it  has  taken 
me  many  long  years  of  patient  research  and  practical  experience  to  demonstrate  satis- 
factorily to  myself  the  worse  than  utter  folly  of  many  thtngs  I  was  obliged  to  learn 
through  the  means  of  standiu^  books,  colleges,  and  the  wisest  preceptors  and  professors 
of  my  country,  before  receiving  my  degree  as  physician  and  surgeon.  Study  for  your- 
selves the  cause  and  reason  for  everytning  taught  you,  improving  every  opportunity 
for  this  purpose ;  and  just  now  a  great  lesson  may  be  learned  from  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  the  epidemic  raging  in  this  vicinity,  whose  fearful  consequences  have  been 
rapidly  decimating  the  inhabitants  of  this  city ;  and  in  accordance  with  your  wishes  I 
will  allude  to  the  same,  hoping  my  thoughts  and  experience  may  not  be  without  some 
benefit. 

From  time  to  time  I  have  surveyed  the  whole  field  here :  closely  examined  every 
portion  of  the  city,  and  especially  those  places  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  sick;  and, 
thanks  to  those  who  have  kindly  ^iven  me  aid  and  information,  I  am  in  possession  of 
the  condition  of  hospitals  and  patients,  and  have  a  very  correct  knowledge  of  all  the 
measures,  medical  and  hygienic,  adapted  for  the  care  and  cure  of  the  small-pox  patients. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  sanitary  condition  of  most  of  the  hospitals  so  deplorable 
that  my  first  effort  was  to  suggest  changes  in  that  direction,  and  I  am  happy  to  know 
that,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  a  great  improvement  has  been  made.  One  promi- 
nent hospital,  however,  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  made  no  alteration  whatever ;  as, 
on  my  first  visit  about  six  weeks  since,  the  only  room  ventilated  is  the  '*  dead-house,'' 
through  which,  night  and  day.  fresh  air  is  allowed  to  circulate  freely.  Unfortuuately, 
however,  for  its  occupants,  tne  lungs  which  might  have  been  benefited  a  few  hours 
earlier  thereby  have  ceased  to  act. 

After  doing  what  seemed  within  my  power  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
the  hospital  buildings,  I  made  public  my  views  upon  the  '^  treatment  of  small-pox 
patients,"  which,  though  you  have  already  perused,  I  would  recommend  you  again  to  read, 
for  in  it  may  be  found  my  unchanged  ideas  upon  this  important  subject— ideas  which  a^ 
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the  result  of  many  years'  tlionght  and  experience  in  civil  and  military  life,  and  which,  If 
thoroughly  followed,  will,  I  am  satisfied,  wonderful  as  it  may  seem,  save  ninety-nine 
one-hundredths  of  all  persons  attacked  with  small-pox.  What  little  one  of  you  has 
personally  seen  of  jny  treatment  of  this  disease  must  tend  to  confirm  this  view.  But 
that  I  may  better  be  understood,  I  will  give  you  again  some  of  my  suggestions. 

The*  exact  chemical  poison  of  small-pox  is  yet  a  matter  of  speculation ;  but  of  its 
potency  and  power  to  multiply  itself  with  the  most  wonderful  rapidity  and  malig- 
nancy we  have  abundant  proof  from  the  faH  that  the  most  minute  portion  being 
taken  into  the  system  has  the  faculty  of  so  increasing  itself  that,  after  the  lapse  qf 
about  eight  days  more  or  less,  the  whole  system  is  so  impregnated  that  certain  symp- 
toms, usually  easily  recognized,  are  the  result.  After  yet  a  few  more  days,  during 
which  tho  poison  has  been  unable  to  find  its  way  from  the  body,  or  rather  the  vital 
forces  have  been  nuable  to  expel  the  virulent  enemy,  certain  other  symptoms  occur. 
During  the  first  stage  there  has  been  more  or  less  fever,  and  the  epidermis  or  cuticle 
has  become  thereby  hardened,  or  rendered  slightly  impervious  to  matters  passing 
through  the  dermis,  or  skin  proper,  so  that  often,  when  the  poison  of  the  disease  at  this 
stage  IS  driven  to  the  surface,  it  finds  a  barrier  sufficient  to  prevent  its  entire  escape, 
ana  soon,  from  its  vicious  character,  a  constantly  increasing  aepot  of  purulent  matter 
is  coDsregated,  affecting,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  all  the  tissues  in  its  neighborhood, 
often  leaving,  after  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  deep  pits  to  henceforth  mark  its  wrath- 
ful demonstrations.  Not  only  is  the  effect  of  these  aggregations  of  poisonous  pus  vis- 
ible upon  the  surface  of  the  body,  but  when  from  lack  of  proper  and  mquent  cleansing 
of  the  skin  these  poisonous  substances  are  absorbed,  other  parts  of  the  system  are 
affected,  which,  added  to  the  already  enfeebled  condition  of  the  same  by  the  presence 
of  uneliminated  virus,  with  its  consequent  effects,  tends  to  threaten  the  whole  economy 
with  rapid  destruction,  as  not  only  the  tegumentary  but  the  osseous,  nervous,  mus- 
cular, vascular,  and  other  systems  are  sufferers.  I  have  not  time,  however,  to  enlarge  in 
this  direction.  Further  along  I  shall  indicate  a  treatment  preventing  to  a  great  extent 
the  above  condition  of  the  skin. 

As  it  is  now  a  pretty  well  understood  fact  that  the  poison  of  contagious  and  infec- 
tious diseases  may  be  rendered  inert  or  harmless  when  they  can  be  reached  by  certain 
agents  called  disinfectants ;  as,  for  instance,  a  room,  or  the  clothing  even,  fiUedwith  the 
contagion  of  small-pox,  by  the  proper  application  of  disinfecting  agents  may  be  made 
perfectly  sweet  and  wholesome.  Mainly  upon  this  fact  rests  the  theory  for  my  pecu- 
liar treatment  of  small-pox  and  kindred  diseases,  which  somewhat  of  an  extended  prac- 
tice has  demonstrated  to  be  of  perfect  practicability. 

Without  the  poison  of  the  disease  the  patient  would  be  well ;  therefore,  all  that  is 
needed  is  to  destroy  the  poison  without  destroying  the  patient,  as  is  too  often  the  case. 
And  all  the  remedies  given  with  the  idea  of  combating  simjily  an  inflammation  or  fever 
are  worse  than  useless.  There  are  only  two  methods  of  treatment  which  can  by  any 
possibility  do  the  patient  good.  One  is  to  support  the  strength  of  the  patient  while 
nature  fights  its  venomous  enemy,  hoping  that,  eventually,  the  poisonous  intruder  may 
be  overcome  and  expelled,  and  then  allow  the  enfeebled  though  victorious  vital  energies 
of  the  poor  sufferer  to  slowlv  renew  their  wonted  life.  The  other  method,  and  the  one 
I  adopt,  is,  while  doing  all  in  my  power  to  sustain  the  severely  taxed  energies  of  the 
patient  in  their  great  fight  with  their  malignant  foe,  at  the  same  time  to  at  onoe  elose 
the  contest  by  instantly,  if  possible,  rendering  his  poison  harmless  for  evil.  And  when 
this  is  done  early,  the  few  repairs  needed  are  too  insignificant  to  cause  any  trouble 
whatever.  All  other  theories  and  practices  save  these  two  should  be  driven  from  the 
profession  as  unworthy  the  attention  of  scientific  minds.  The  vast  army  of  antiphlo- 
gistic remedies  often  marshaled  against  this  disease  are  only  too  apt  to  become  swift 
and  powerful  allies  of  the  same.  Of  course  the  golden  momenta  in  the  treatment  of 
small-pox  are  the  first  hours  or  days  of  the  disease,  and  he  who  waits  for  the  disease 
to  fully  develop  itself  before  commencing  offensive  operations  against  it  ought  to  ex- 
pect the  same  fate  as  the  captain  who,  in  war,  should  wait  for  his  citadel,  with  its  guns 
and  magazines,  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  before  making  any  hostile  demonstra- 
tions against  him.  Not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost ;  an  expectant  treatment  will  not  answer ; 
So  at  once  to  work  in  every  judicious  way,  both  outside  and  inside  the  body,  and  in  no 
isease  will  you  find  so  sure  a  reward  for  the  labor  performed. 

But  you  a^  for  more  details.  First,  then,  omit  to  give  any  debilitating  medicines. 
This  is  very  easy,  and  can  be  performed  by  any  one. 

There  are  so  many  remedial  agents  which  may  be  used  that  different  physicians  may 
be  excused  for  not  adopting  the  same  articles,  even  though  desiring  the  same  results. 

My  general  sanatory  ideas,  relating  to  heat,  ventilation,  &o.,  as  well  as  many  of  taiy 
medical  ones,  as  said  before,  may  be  found  in  my  communication  on  the  "  treatment 
of  small-pox ; ''  therefore  I  will  omit  many  things  found  therein,  and  give  some  of  my 
most  common  practices. 
^  For  years  I  have  been  in  the  liabit  of  giving  the  muriat«d  tincture  of  iron  for  ery- 
sipelas with  decided  success,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that,  as  in  small-pox,  the  inflamma- 
tion has  more  or  less  of  an  erysipelatous  character,  this  remedy  would  be  of  service, 
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and,  upon  trial,  I  was  charmed  with  it«  beneficial  results.  In  the  very  first  stage  of 
this  disease  I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving  it  to  adults  in  doses  of  from  five  to  Syrtj 
drops,  br  even  in  larger  quantities,  every  ronr,  six,  eight,  or  ten  hours,  as  the  case  maj 
be,  and  to  children  in  proportionate  doses.  This  m^icine  acts  in  many  ways ;  it  i» 
highly  supporting  to  the  system,  aside  from  having  powerful  disinfecting  properties, 
and,  m  connection  with  other  medicines  and  appliances,  reduces  often  in  a  marked 
manner  the  rapidity  of  the  pulse  and  other  conditions  of  the  patient,  and  anticipates 
and  prevents  one  of  the  most  frightful  phenomena  of  the  disease,  to  wit,  hemorrhage. 
I  also  am  in  the  habit  of  giving,  midway  between  the  doses  of  this  preparation  of 
iron,  some  alkali ;  and  I  have  often  found  the  carbonate  of  lime  (prepared  ehalk^  in 
larger  or  smaller  quantities,  according  to  the  age  and  condition  of  the  patient,  a  very 
valuable  remedy ;  the  doses  being  from  a  few  grains  to  two  teaspoonfuls.  This 
'  remedy  acts  as  an  antiseptic,  and  sometimes,  combining  with  the  chlorine,  from  the 
hydrochloric  acid  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  forms,  within  the  body,  the  chloride 
of  lime,  a  powerful  disinfectant.  Chlorate  of  potash  is  also  a  favorite  remedy  with  me, 
atid  sometimes  lime-water  and  charcoal  have  been  used  with  good  effects,  and  other 
similar  medicines,  giving  quinine  in  doses  proportioned  to  the  age  and  condition  of 
patient  and  stage  of  the  disease. 

I  generally  prefer  an  enema  rather  than  a  purge,  when  either  seems  indicated, 
and  a  favorite  one  for  an  adult  is  composed  of  three  teaspoonfuls  of  oil  of  turpentine, 
three  tablesspoonfuls  of  castor-oil,  from  one  to  two  teaspoonfol  of  common  salt, 
(chloride  of  sodium,)  and  often  an  addition  of  more  or  less  carbonate  of  lime,  with 
about  a  pint  of  tepid  water.  These  quantities  can  be  varied  to  suit  the  age  and 
condition  of  the  patient.  While  giving  the  chalk  and  iron  it  will  be  found  that 
often  a  laxative  or  opposite  effect  may  be  produced  by  lessening  the  quantity  of 
either  the  one  or  the  other  as  may  be  desired,  the  acid  of  the  iron  preparation,  by  neu- 
tralizing the  alkali  of  the  other,  often  proving  a  pleasant  laxative ;  or,  in  case  there 
has  been  too  much  chalk  given,  and  a  constipated  condition  of  the  bowels  is  the 
result,  lemonade  or  other  acidulated  drinks  will  answer  the  purpose  of  a  mild  aperient. 
I  have  frequently  administered  internally  carbolic  acid  with  good  results. 

Touching  nourishment,  &c.,  I  shall  not  speak,  as  in  another  place  I  have  referred 
you  for  much  omitted  here. 

For  the  soreness  of  the  throat,  which  is  often  very  severe,  a  favorite  remedy  with 
me  is  the  tincture  of  iodine,  painted  ext'Crnally  over  the  diseased  locality ;  also  a  gargle 
of  chlorate  of  potash.  The  external  treatment,  though  emphatically  spoken  of  in 
another  place,  I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  here,  as  upon  it  depends  so  much  to 
be  exx>ected  in  the  curing  of  small-pox,,  and  without  which  it  is  the  utmost  waste  of 
hope  to  expect  to  save  a  goodly  proportion  of  patients  gravely  sick. 

The  skin  is  one  of  the  greatest  emunctories,  to  which  is  brought,  and  on  which  is 
deposited,  a  vast  amount  of  filthy,  effete,  and  diseased  emanations  and  excretions  of 
the  body,  and  there  would  be  just  as  much  sense  in  confining  the  body  of  the  patient 
in  an  accumulation  of  all  the  other  excretions  of  the  body  as  in  those  of  the  skm  ;  the 
effect  would  be  the  same,  only  differing  in  degree.  Therefore,  from  the  first  to  the 
last,  every  portion  of  the  body  must  be  washed  from  one  to  many  times  each  twenty- 
four  hours,  depending  upon  the  stage  of  the  disease  and  condition  of  the  patient. 
I  am  in  the  habit  of  alternating  an  acid  with  an  alkali ;  and  I  like  a  solution  of  car- 
bolic acid  and  water,  alternating  with  a  chalk  mixture,  using  each  quite  warm ;  and 
frequently  I  have  found  a  combination  of  both  very  beneficial.  Sometimes,  in  ease  of 
extreme  heat  of  the  head,  thin  cloths  wet  in  cold  water  are  of  service,  always  keep- 
ing the  feet  warm ;  but  the  habit  of  suddenly  applying  cold  water,  and  then  allowing 
the  consequent  re-action  to  quickly  follow,  only  adds  to  heated  condition  of  the  part,  a 
foot  which  may  be  made  of  great  service  in  many  cases  of  disease ;  but  I  prefer  in  this 
disease  tepid  or  even  hot  bathings,  very  frequently  as  hot  as  possible  to  bear,  all  of 
which  may  be,  for  convenience'  sake,  performed  by  sponge  bathings,  and  great  cate 
should  always  be  observed  that  no  chilly  sensations  are  allowed.  Either  the  room 
should  be  made  quite  warm  for  the  purpose,  and  then  only  a  portion  of  the  body 
exposed  at  one  time,  or,  what  is  better,  in  a  hospital  or  room  with  many  patients,  is  a 
sort  of  tent  made  of  a  light  frame  covered  with  thin,  white  cloth,  to  be  placed  over 
the  bed  while  the  bathing  is  being  performed.  In  this  way  exposure  and  currents  of 
air  are  prevented.  An  alcohol-lamp,  or  some  other  appliance,  can  be  placed  under  the 
bed,  and  the  air  made  quite  warm  in  a  few  moments,  m  which  case  the  body  may  be 
more  readily  bathed,  shirts  and  sheets  changed,  &c.;  but  the  general  principle  must  be 
observed  no  matter  how  the  bathing  is  performed.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  disease 
the  entire  surface  of  the  body  should  be  cleansed  in  this  way  at  least  four  times  each 
day,  and,  in  case  of  great  febrile  excitement  and  much  delirium,  even  much  oftener, 
such  bathing  being  always  gratefril  to  the  patient.  One  of  yon  may  remember  the 
little  boy,  a  patient  of  mine,  whose  treatment  was  witnessed,  whose  pulse  from  being 
one  hnndred  and  sixty-eight  in  the  evening,  with  a  grave  kind  of  delirium  and  a  fever 
coresponding  thereto,  as  ne  came  to  his  senses  at  2  a.  m.,  asking  to  be  bathed  a^is, 
having  a  semi-consciousness  of  what  had  done  him  good,  having  been  treated  as  indi- 
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oated  above,  and,  in  the  morning  feeling  free  from  pain,  even  sitting  up  in  bed  smil- 
ingly, with  a  pulse  sixtv-six  beats  less  than  a  few  hours  before,  looking  at  an  iUus- 
trated  paper,  and  past  all  danger.  The  poison  of  the  disease  having  been  completely 
annihilated  by  the  internal  and  external  remedies  before  the  strength  of  the  patient 
had  been  reduced,  or  any  serious  inroads  made  on  the  system,  there  was  no  good  reason 
why  he  should  not  feel  well,  and,  with  only  a  little  care  resume  his  wonted  plays. 
The  poison  of  the  disease  having  been  destroyed  just  at  the  period  when  it  snonld 
have  developed  itself  upon  the  surface  of  the  Dody  in  the  shape  of  pustular  eruptions, 
as  a  matter  of  course  these  latter  demonstrations  made  almost  an  entire  failure  to  **  put 
in  an  appearance  f'  a  few  faint  efforts  in  this  direction  were  only  seen ;  but,  in  my  opin- 
ion, had  this  child  been  allowed  to  remain  with  all  the  poisonous  fetid  emanations  of 
his  disease  closely  around  him,  and  been  dosed  with  all  sorts  of  debilitating  sndorif- 
ics,  purgatives,  emetics,  &c.,  given  for  exactly  what  purpose  no  one  can  tell,  except  in 
a  bbnd  compliance  with  the  time-honored  practice  of  many  veiy  excellent  men  and 
even  intelligent  physicians,  or  because  '*  the  books  say  so,"  said  little  rosy-cheeked 
child  would  in  all  human  probability  have  joined  the  army  of  little  children  that  have 
gone  to  the  spirit-land  from  this  vicinity  during  this  terrible  epidemic. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  help  remembering  a  statement  published  only  a  few 
days  ago,  that  in  one  week  fourteen  children  were  sent  to  a  hospital  in  this  city,  and 
fourteen  of  them  died ;  that  another  week  forty  children  were  admitted,  and  thirty- 
eight  died.  Just  think,  only  two  out  of  fifty-four  children  could  be  saved.  It  would 
seem  that  such  and  similar  records  ought  to  suggest  a  change  of  treatment.  Up  t^) 
this  hour  not  a  patient  in  any  of  the  hospitals  of  Santiago  has  been  bathed,  even,  as  I 
have  indicated,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject,  and 
still  more  than  half  who  enter  these  institutions  pass  from  thence  tx>  the  ^*  Panteon.'^  I 
speak  not  thus  desiring  any  credit  for  ideas  I  may  entertain  differing  from  other  men, 
or  for  what  I  may  have  done  in  the  case  of  the  child  cited  above,  or  others  of  a  similar 
nature.  I  am  not  entirely  responsible  for  my  pa«t  experience,  and  wish  no  praise  for 
the  peculiar  beliefs  I  hold,  even  though  proved  to  be  valuable.  They  are  the  result  of 
circumstances  which  I  did  not  create,  and  if  there  is  anything  good  in  them  I  trust  you 
may  benefit  thereby ;  but  permit  me  to  caution  you  not  to  ^opt  anything  I  may  sug- 
gest unless  it  is  commended  to  your  intelligence  and  educated  judgment.  Never  take 
the  dictum  of  any  man  or  any  authority  because  of  its  personal  claims,  and  never  dis- 
card with  the  cry  o(  humbug  any  idea  because  of  its  humble  origin  or  apparent  incon- 
sistency with  the  prescribed  rules  of  the  past.  *^  Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good,''  is  sound  teaching. 

ft  13  ver^  rarely  necessary  in  this  disease  to  use  alcoholic  stimulation.  This  remark 
may  surprise  yon,  as  yon  have  witnessed  a  widely  different  practice.  The  patient 
seldom  dies  from  debility,  as  that  term  is  commonly  used,  but  from  the  poison  of  the 
disease,  and  the  almost  universal  use  of  wines  cannot  but  do  harm.  When  an  alcoholic 
stimulant  is  indicated  it  should  be  one  with  as  little  acid  as  possible ;  but,  with  the 
treatment  I  have  suggested,  not  one  case  in  a  hundred  will  need  any  such  stimulation. 
Too  much  care  in  this  direction  cannot  be  used.  Tonics  are  more  indicated  than 
stimulants,  and  alkalies  much  more  than  acids.  In  proof  of  the  latter  it  will  be  found 
almost  universally  that  all  the  excretions  and  secretions  of  the  small-pox  patient  are 
of  an  acid  character.  This  is  also  not  only  true  of  the  tears,  saliva,  perspiration,  urine, 
&.C.,  but  of  the  poisonous  purulent  accumulations  in  the  pustular  eniptions.  I  have 
kn«wn  alkalies  administered  medicinally,  with  very  unsatisfactory  results  to  the 
physician,  as  well  as  the  patient,  from  the  fact  that  their  good  tendencies  were  more 
than  oount'erbalanced  by  the  acid  wines  given  ostensibly  to  support  the  patient,  whose 
real  effect,  however,  was  to  support  the  disease.  These  remarks  hold  true  in  most  of 
the  exantnematous  diseases,  and  a  treatment  similar  to  what  I  have  given  for  this 
disease  I  have  used  with  perfect  success  in  the  gravest  cases  of  scarlatina. 

The  great  secret  is  to  exterminate  the  poison  of  the  disease  wherever  found,  and  for 
this  purpose  all  the  needed  appliances  of  science  and  art,  together  with  every  health- 
giving  element  of  nature,  should  be  brought  into  service  and  made  to  perform  its  part; 
and  the  persistent  effort  to  save  the  life  of  the  patient  should  not  be  given  up  until  every 
chance  K)r  life  is  absolutely  lost.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  breathing  grows  difficult, 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  apparently  ceasing,  together  with  many  other  signs  of 
approaching  dissolution.  Multitudes  have  been  saved  in  this,  as  in  other  diseases, 
long  after  the  pulse  has  ceased  to  give  indications  of  vital  power.  Never  yield  the 
fight  with  the  enemy  until  the  last  ray  of  hope  is  gone. 

In  closing,  excuse  me  for  remarking  that  the  idea  that  a  person  laboring  under  the 
distressing  influence  of  smail-pox  should  be  still  further  prostrated  with  debilitating 
medicines,  condemned  to  suffer  in  a  dark  close  room  filled  with  a  pestilential  atmos- 
phere, without  ventilation,  without  change  of  clothing,  without  ever  cleaning  the  vile, 
fetid  infections  from  the  body,  i&c,  &c.,  is  perfectly  incomprehensible,  and  totally  at 
variance  with  the  teachings  of  nature,  science,  and  reason ;  and  I  am  sure  that  when 
the  great  benefits  to  be  derived  from  aa  opposite  treatment  are  understood,  no  sane 
man  will  be  found  encouraging  or  tolerating  such  unfortunate  practice. 
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Hoping  these  thoughts,  hastily  penned,  may  exoite  in  yoor  minds,  already  full  ef 
laudable  ambition,  yet  increased  desires  for  useful  and  practical  knowledge,  so  soon  to 
be  made  serviceable  to  your  fellow-men,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  sincere  friend, 

J.  P.  ROOT. 

Messrs.  Jacinto  O.  del  Rio  and  Ernesto  Turennb. 
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No.  75. 
Mr.  Loic  to  Mr.  Fish. 


No.  1  LO.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking^  December  26,  1871.     (Received  February  27.) 

Sir  :  Several  weeks  since  Mr.  C.  D.  Williams,  an  American  merchant, 
visited  Peking  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the  port  of  Kiungchow, 
on  the  island  of  Hainan,  coukl  be  availed  of  as  a  place  for  permanent 
residence  and  trade;  if  so,  he  proposed  to  establish  a  business  there 
without  delay.  He  further  informed  me  that  arrangements  were  about 
completed  for  placing  a  line  of  American  steamers  on  the  route  between 
Canton,  Hong-Kong,  and  Kiungchow,  in  case  the  latter  port  be  opened. 
Mr.  Williams  brought  with  him  letters  from  some  of  the  largest  Ameri- 
can houses  in  Shanghai  and  Hong-Kong,  expressing  a  strong  desire 
that  steps  be  taken  immediately  for  the  opening  of  that  port  officially, 
also  a  dispatch  from  the  consul-general  warmly  indorsing  the  move- 
ment. 

In  the  British  and  French  treaties  of  1858,  and  also  that  of  Germany, 
Kiungchow  is  among  the  ports  named  for  foreign  residence  and  trade. 
Neither  in  the  American  nor  Eussian  treaties  is  that  port  mentioned, 
although  legally  the  right  inures  to  us  as  fully  through  the  "  favored 
nation  clause''  as  if  the  place  was  specially  mentioned.  I  may  add  that 
neither  power  had  availed  itself  of  the  treaty-right  referred  to  up  to 
1869,  when  the  British  minister  agreed  in  the  convention  concluded  be- 
tween himself  and  Prince  Knng,  te  exchange  Kiungchow  for  Wenchow, 
a  port  on  the  coast  between  Ningpo  and  Foochow.  That  convention,  as 
you  are  aware,  failed  te  receive  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. In  view  of  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  and  the  possible 
misconception  of  the  Chinese  government  of  the  real  status  as  it  now 
is,  it  seemed  the  better  policy  to  enlist  the  other  treaty  powers  in  the 
movement 

It  seemed  to  me  desirable  that  a  declaration  of  all  the  governments 
represented  here,  of  their  intention  te  avail  themselves  of  this  treaty- 
right,  be  made  simultaneously  if  possible.  Such  a  combined  movement 
would  be  likely  te  prevent  further  correspondence  or  discussion,  and 
lead  the  government  to  make  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  trade 
and  the  safety  of  those  who  go  there  to  reside,  more  speedily  and  effect- 
ively than  if  the  demand  were  made  by  me  alone.  Upon  consulting  my 
colleagues,  I  found  them  all  willing  te  join  in  making  the  declaration  I 
desired. 

On  the  29th  ultimo  I  sent  an  unofficial  note  te  the  foreign  office,  in- 
forming the  ministers  that  American  merchants  were  desirous  of  opening 
trade  at  Kiungchow,  and  saying  that  I  should  address  myself  te  Prince 
Knng,  officially,  upon  the  same  subject  soon.  On  the  23d  instant  I  sent 
a  note  to  the  prince,  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  te  inclose.    On  the 
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same  day  the  represeutatives  of  England,  France,  Germany,  and  Russia 
sent  notes  of  the  same  pnrport  as  mine. 

No  objection  can  legally  or  properly  be  made  to  our  demand,  and  I 
apprehend  there  will  be  no  delay  in  the  formal  opening  of  the  port.  It 
is  of  course  impossible  to  say  now  how  important  the  trade  may  become, 
but  until  its  value  is  demonstrated  by  experience,  it  would  not,  in  my 
opinion,  be  advisable  to  incur  much  expense  in  the  way  of  a  consular 
establishment. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  recommend  that  Kiungchow  be  attached  to  the 
consular  district  of  Canton,  with  a  resident  consular  agent,  to  be  named 
by  the  consul  at  Canton.  I  have  already  instructed  Mr.  Jewell  to  assume 
consular  jurisdiction  over  Kiungchow  until  the  pleasure  of  the  De- 
partment is  made  known. 

Trusting  that  my  action  as  herein  detailed  may  meet  your  sanction,  I 
have,  &C., 

FREDERICK  F.  LO\y. 


[Inclosure.J 

Mr.  Low  to  Prince  Kang. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FekiHg,  Deceniber  23,  1^1. 
In  parsuance  of  the  intimatioo  cootained  in  my  unofficial  note  of  tbe  29tli  ultimo,  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  imperial  highneHs  that  the  Government  of  tlie 
United  States  proposes  to  avail  itself  of  the  provision  contained  in  the  several  treaties 
by  which  the  port  of  Kiungchow,  on  the  Island  of  Hainan,  is  declared  open  to  foreign 
residence  and  trade,  and  I  have,  most  respectfully,  to  request  that  you  will,  without 
delay,  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  the  provincial  officers  within  whose  jurisdiction  the 
before-mentioned  port  is,  and  also  instruct  the  inspector  general  of  customs  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  meet  the  requirements  of  trade. 
With  assurances  of  my  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

FREDERICK  F.  LOW. 


No.  76. 

Mr,  Low  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.]  • 

No.  121.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Pekingj  January  10, 1872.    (Received  April  1.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  116,  with  reference  to  the  opening  of  the 

port  of  Kiungchow,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  translation  of  Prince 

Kung's  reply,  in  which  he  says,  in  substance,  that  orders  have  been 

sent  to  the  authorities  of  Kwangtung  province  to  make  the  necessary 

arrangements. 

#        .        «  «  *  «  #  * 

I  have,  &c., 

FREDERICK  F.  LOW. 


[ludoeore. — TraDslatioD.] 

Prinoe  Kan^  to  Mr,  Low, 

January  5, 1872. 
On  the  25tli  of  December,  1871, 1  received  yonr  excellency's  diBpatch,  saying :  **  My 
country  is  desirons  that,  in  accordance  ^ith  the  provisions  of  the  treaties,  the  port  of 
Kiungchow,  on  the  island  of  Hainan,  shaU  he  opened  to  foreign  trade;  and  I  have  to 
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reqaest  that  the  local  authoritiea  of  that  proviQoe  may  be  informed  about  it  wik 

delay,  aad  also  that  ins  tractions  may  be  given  to  the  inspector-general  of  customs 
ordering  him  to  collect  the  revenue  from  the  foreign  trade,'*  &c.,  &o. 

In  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  Kiungchow  is  not  men- 
tioned afl  one  of  the  commercial  ports ;  but  the  thirtieth  article  provides  that  what- 
ever concessions  are  made  to  other  countries  for  the  advantage  of  trade  and  commerce, 
such  rights  and  privileges  shall  equally  accrue  to  your  country.  Now,  having  received 
your  excellency's  dispatch  stating  that  it  is  your  desire  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
treaties  of  otheir  countries,  the  port  cf  Kiungchow  shall  be  considered  a  port  open  to 
foreign  trade,  and  requesting  this  vamen  to  notify  the  provincial  authorities  that  they 
may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary,  and  having  received  dispatches  from 
the  other  foreign  ministers  making  a  similar  request,  I  have  to  inform  you  in  reply 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  wait  until  orders  can  be  sent  to  the  high  authorities  at 
Canton,  who  will  instruct  the  local  officers  to  make  the  needful  arrangement's  for  the 
purpose.  As  soon  as  a  reply  is  returned  I  will  again  communicate  with  your  excel- 
lency and  the  other  foreign  ministers. 

Meanwhile  this  reply  Is  sent. 

A  necessary  communication  addressed  to  His  Excellency  F.  F.  Low,  United  States 
minister. 


No.  77 
Mr.  Low  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  123.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PeJcingj  January  13, 1872.    (Received  April  1.) 

Sir:  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  approval  of  my  general  course  in  the 
conduct  of  the  expedition  to  Corea,  conveyed  in  your  dispatch  No.  54. 

With  reference  to  the  observation  that  the  Department  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  my  communications  should  have  been  addressed  to  the  principal 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  instead  of  the  King,  I  beg  to  state  some  of  the 
reasons  why  a  departure  from  the  course  usual  in  such  correspondence 
seemed  necessary. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  say  in  this  connection  that  the  mode  and 
manner  of  approaching  the  government  of  Gorea  engaged  my  attention 
from  Uie  moment  your  instructions  reached  me,  and  the  course  pursued 
was  decided  on  only  after  mature  deliberation. 

All  the  information  obtainable,  concerning  the  organization  of  that 
government,  went  to  prove  that  such  an  official  as  a  minister  for  foreign 
afbirs  did  not  exist ;  and  it  seemed  altogether  likely  that  if  I  addressed  a 
communication  to  such  an  official,  it  would  reach  a  very  subordinate 
board  charged  with  thecontrol  of  the  inhabitants  on  some  of  the  outlying 
islands  oflF  the  coast  of  that  country,  over  whom  the  King  exercises  a  mili- 
tary control. 

A  brief  description  of  the  organization  of  the  Chinese  government,  of 
which  that  of  Corea  is  a  counterpart,  may  not  prove  uninteresting ;  it  will, 
at  the  same  time,  illustrate  what  I  desire  to  say  better  than  it  can  be  done 
in  any  other  manner. 

The  supreme  head  of  the  government  is  the  Emperor.  He  is  assisted 
by  several  high  ministers,  who  compose  what  is  known  as  the  "grand 
council,"  whose  functions  are  advisory  simply.  Subordinate  to  this 
head  are  the  "six  boards'' — civil  office,  revenue,  rites,  war,  punishments, 
and  works.  They  rank  in  dignity  in  the  order  named.  Each  of  these 
boards  has  several  departments  or  bureaus,  to  each  of  which  are  con- 
fided particular  duties. 

In  addition  to  the  six  boards  before  mentioned  there  are  four  inferior 
ones,  viz:  colonial  office,  £ensorate,  judicature,  and  eduoation.  There 
are  also  separate  dep  jurtments  in  each  of  these.    All  the  business  of  the 
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imperial  government  is  transacted  by  and  through  these  ten  boards, 
the  particular  functions  of  each  being  marked  with  great  precision  and 
definitely  defined. 

Everything  connected  with  the  tributary  states,  such  as  the  reception 
of  their  embassadors  and  tribute-bearers,  is  under  the  control  of,  and  is 
managed  by,  a  department  in  the  board  of  rites,  which  is  styled  the 
"host  and  guest  office."  The  goyernmentof  and  regulation  of  inter- 
course with  "  external  foreigners  ^  is  managed  by  a  department  in  the 
board  of  colonial  office. 

Included  under  the  head  of  "external  foreigners'' are  the  tribes  of 
Cobdo,  Hi,  Mongolia,  and  Koko-nor.  It  is  said  that,  prior  t;0  18C0,  this 
board  had  also  the  nominal  superintendence  of  the  affairs  between  China 
and  the  "barbarian  countries  of  the  west,"  such  as  England,  France, 
the  United  States,  &c.  The  Tsung-li  Yamen,  or  foreign  office,  had  no 
existence  prior  to  1861.  It  was  organized  in  that  year  by  imperial  de- 
cree, to  meet  an  emergency  forced  upon  the  government  by  the  presence 
of  resident  foreign  ministers  in  Peking,  who  were  unwilling  to  transact 
their  business  with  either  of  the  boards.  But  even  now  it  is  not  a  de- 
partment of  the  government  recognized  by  law,  nor  is  it  mentioned  in 
the  published  list  of  officers. 

The  Tsung-li  Yamen  is  composed  of  seven  high  ministers,  all  of  whom 
are  presidents  or  vice-presidents  of  the  six  boards  before  referred  to, 
with  Prince  Kung  at  the  head  as  chief  secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  The 
ministers'  position  as  members  of  the  foreign  office  is  ex  officio  simply, 
the  business  intrusted  to  them  being  in  addition  to  their  legitimate  du- 
ties as  officers  of  the  several  boards. 

With  the  exception  of  the  "grand  counciy  which  has  no  existence  in 
Corea,  the  organization  of  that  government  is  exactly  like  that  of  China. 

In  view  of  this,  it  seemed  probable  that  a  communication  from  me, 
addressed  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  would  reach  either  the 
board  of  rites  or  that  of  colonial  office;  if  the  former,  it  would  be  con- 
sidered a  tacit  acknowledgment  that  the  United  States  consider  them- 
selves vassals  of  Corea;  if  the  latter,  our  position  would  be  considered 
on  a  par  with  the  semi-savage  tribes  on  the  outlying  islands.  Such  an 
impression  would,  I  thought,  be  likely  to  prevent  direct  communication 
with  any  but  petty  officials,  and  thus  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  mission. 

I  was  the  more  strongly  convinced  of  the  advisability  of  addressing 
myself  to  the  King  direct,  from  the  fact  that  the  Chinese  officials  urged 
no  objection  to  it  on  the  score  of  propriety.  At  an  interview  with  the 
ministers  of  the  foreign  office,  which  I  sought  for  the  purpose  of  solicit- 
ing their  friendly  offices,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions,  when  I  made 
the  proposal  that  they  should  send  a  letter,  through  the  board  of  rites, 
from  me  to  the  King,  nothing  was  said  as  to  the  impropriety  of  such  a' 
proceeding,  nor  could  an  objection  on  that  score  have  been  properly 
urged,  for  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  King  corresponds  on  terms  of 
equality  with  the  board  of  rites,  a  board  quite  inferior  in  point  of  dignity 
to  the  Tsung-li  Yamen,  (leaving  out  Prince  Kung,)  with  which  the  min- 
isters of  western  nations  transact  all  their  business. 

In  addition  to  the  considerations  which  might  affect  the  result,  so  far 
as  Corea  was  concerned,  our  standing  and  prestige  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Chinese  could  not  be  overlooked. 

It  would,  I  thought,  be  a  fatal  mistake  to  assume  an  attitude  of  infe- 
riority to  Corea,  looking  only  to  the  success  of  the  expedition;  and  if  it 
should  prove  unsuccessful,  any  semblance  of  subserviency  would  seri- 
ously compromise  our  position  here.  My  dispatches  of  last  spring  con- 
cerning this  subject  clearly  indicated  my  solicitude  on  this  latter  point ; 
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nor  did  I  conceal  from  myself  from  the  first  that  non-success  was  possi- 
ble if  not  probable. 

In  view  of  these  considerations  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  address  my 
communications  direct  to  the  King  until  such  time  as  he  should  desig- 
nate a  minister  of  appropriate  rank  with  whom  I  could  consult  and  cor- 
respond; nor  have  I  found  any  evidence  since  going  to  prove  that  a 
difiTerent  course  in  this  particular  would  have  had  the  least  influence  for 
good.  I  may  add  that  no  person  can  be  more  averse  than  myself  to 
subordinating  essentials  to  questions  of  form  and  ceremony ;  but  when, 
as  is  almost  invariably  the  case  in  oriental  countries,  essentials  are 
buried  out  of  sight  in  ceremony  and  etiquette,  a  disregard  of  the  latter 
hinders,  if  it  does  not  defeat  entirely,  the  accomplishment  of  practical 
results. 

The  foregoing  explanations  will,  I  trust,  go  far  to  justify  my  proceed- 
ings in  this  particular  in  the  opinion  of  the  Department. 

The  statements  in  Mr.  Drew's  note  to  the  prefect  of  Fu  Ping-fu, 
referred  to  in  your  dispatch,  may  have  been  ill  advised.  If  so,  they  can 
be  set  down  to  an  over-anxiety  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  the 
mission  was  sent,  and  a  desire  to  spare  no  effort  to  that  end. 

Procrastination  is  the  formidable  weapon  in  diplomacy  with  orientals; 
every  possible  device  will  be  resorted  to  to  hinder  and  obstruct  action 
on  disagreeable  subjects,  hoping  by  this  means  to  weary  their  opponents 
into  compliance  with  their  wishes.  In  view  of  this  characteristic  the 
announcement  that  we  intended  to  make  a  protracted  stay  ou  the  coast 
might,  I  thought,  induce  the  government  to  send  some  one  to  treat  with 
me ;  and  besides,  at  the  date  on  which  the  note  was  written  it  was  not 
impossible  that  additional  instructions  might  reach  me  by  telegraph 
which  would  detain  the  fleet  there  longer  than  I  would  feel  authorized 
to  do  without  them,  unless  a  favorable  change  in  the  stattis  of  afl'airs 
should  occur  in  the  mean  time.  The  withdrawal  of  the  fleet  was  not 
decided  upon  until  after  all  reasonable  efforts  at  peaceful  negotiation, 
warranted  by  your  instructions,  had  been  exhausted,  nor  until  I  had 
become  entirely  satisfied  that  further  delay  and  effort  would  be  entirely 
useless.  When  that  time  had  arrived  I  did  not  feel  justified  in  keep- 
ing longer  all  the  available  vessels  of  the  fleet  on  the  coast  of  Corea, 
when  their  presence  on  the  coasts  of  China  and  Japan  might  be  neces- 
sary for  the  prot-ection  of  our  citizens  there ;  to  send  away  a  portion  of 
the  vessels  and  remain  longer  myself  appeared  useless,  and  worse  than 
useless,  as  the  weakening  of  the  force  might  induce  the  Coreans  to  com- 
mit some  assault  or  offer  insult  which  could  not  honorably  be  allowed  to 
go  unredressed. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  efforts  to  open  intercourse  with 
isolated  oriental  coautries,  whose  rulers  are  ignorant,  conceited,  and 
exclusive,  have  universally  l>een  surrounded  by  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments, and  either  history  nor  precedent  affords  a  safe  guide  for  action. 
In  these  respects  the  mission  to  Corea  formed  no  exception.  That  mis- 
takes were  possible,  and  even  probable,  I  never  for  a  moment  doubted; 
and  it  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  me  that,  according  to  my  present 
lights,  so  few  ^ere  committed.  And  while  I  feel  confident  that  all  wa« 
done  that  could  be,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  a  source  of  sincere 
regret  and  disappointment  that  the  result  was  not  all  the  Depart- 
ment hoped  for  and  perhaps  expected.  But  while  failing  to  attain 
the  main  object  for  which  the  mission  was  sent,  the  ultimate 
results  arising  from  it  are  not,  I  am  happy  to  say,  likely  to  prove  as 
mischievous  a«  I  had  feared,  and  at  one  time  anticipated.  The  chastise- 
ment which  the  attack  upon  our  vessels  by  the  Coreans  rendered  neces^* 
9  P  B 
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sary,  judging  from  all  I  can  see  and  hear,  has  done  good  ;  it  hns  con- 
vinced the  Chinese  as  well  as  their  vassals  that  insults  and  injuries  will 
not  be  allowed  to  go  unredressed,  which  has  increased  the  respect  of 
this  government  for  us  as  a  nation.  A  lesson  has  at  the  same  time  been 
taught  the  Corean  government  which  \^'ill  prove  useful ;  it  will,  I  feel 
certain,  tend  to  guarantee  humane  treatment  of  shipwrecked  i>eople, 
who  may  be  unfortunately  thrown  upon  the  mercy  of  that  nation,  more 
certainly  than  all  the  voluntary  promises  of  the  King  heretofore  made 
through  the  Peking  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

FKEDERICK  F.  LOW. 


No.  78. 

Mr,  Low  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract] 

No.  129.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Pekiitg^  January  25, 1872.  (Received  April  1.) 
Sir:  ♦♦♦•♦♦• 
The  subject  of  providing  competent  interpreters  for  the  consulates  haa 
often  been  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Department  and  Congress. 
I  content  myself,  therefore,  with  the  remark  that  the  more  I  examine 
into  the  question  the  more  thoroughly  am  I  convinced  of  the  great 
necessity  of  adequate  pro\ision  being  made  by  Congress  to  supply  this 
deficiency,  both  for  the  dignity  and  influence  of  the  Government  and 
the  advancement  of  our  commercial  interests  in  China. 
I  am,  &c., 

FREDERICK  F.  LOW. 


No.  79. 

Mr.  Low  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  130.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking^  February  5,  1872.     (Received  April  26.) 

Sir:  When  passing  through  Tientsin,  on  my  way  to  Shanghai,  last 
spring,  I  called  upon  LiHungchang,  the  governor-general  of  this  prov- 
ince. At  this  interview  I  was  informed  that  a  project  of  sending  a  num- 
ber of  young  men  to  the  United  States  to  be  educated  was  under  con- 
sideration ;  that  the  plan  would  be  in  a  few  months  definitely  decided 
upon,  when  the  details  would  be  more  fully  made  known  to  me.  The 
viceroy  said  that  if  the  proposition  commended  itself  to  my  good  judg- 
ment lie  would  esteem  it  a  special  favor  if  1  would,  at  the  appropriate 
time,  inform  my  Government  of  the  matterj  he  would  also  be  glad  if  I 
would  use  my  influence  in  the  proper  direction  to  secure  to  the  scholars 
kindness  and  consideration,  and  thus  facilitate  their  reception  into  the 
proper  schools,  academies,  and  colleges. 

In  reply,  I  informed  him  that  I  cordially  approved  of  the  project,  and 
hoped  that  his  enlightened  efforts  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  imperial 
government.  I  promised  that  I  would  do  anything  in  my  power  to 
lacilitate  the  enterprise.  r^^^^T^ 
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In  rasponse  the  viceroy  said  that  it  was  doubtful  if  the  imperial 
g^overnment  would  be  willing  to  assume  the  control  and  direction  of  this 
matter ;  if  not,  it  would  make  little  difference,  for  in  that  case  it  would  be 
carried  into  effect  by  the  joint  efforts  of  himself  and  the  Viceroy  Tseng- 
K  wo- fan. 

I  am  now  in  receipt  of  a  note  from  Li-Hung  chang,  in  which  he  says 
that  definite  arrangements  are  made  for  sending  the  first  installment  of 
the  pupils  the  present  year. 

I  beg  to  inclose  translation  of  what  he  writes  concerning  this  subject; 
also  my  reply  thereto. 

The  consul-general  has,  I  believe,  furnished  the  Department  with  the 
l>articulars,  which  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  the  details 
of  the  scheme. 

If  I  am  correctly  informed,  this  enterprise  is  under  the  patronage  of 
the  two  viceroys,  Ts^ng-Kwo-fan  and  Li-Hung-chang.  It  has,  I  believe, 
the  sanction  of  the  central  government,  but  the  foreign  office  assumes 
to  exercise  no  control  over  the  project  itself  or  the  details.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  reason  why  this  matter  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  these 
viceroys  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  government  here,  having 
established  in  Peking  a  school  for  teaching  foreign  science,  it  would  not 
be  consistent  for  the  foreign  office  to  become  the  responsible  authors 
and  promoters  of  a  scheme  which  might,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese, 
be  construed  as  antagonistic  to  the  Peking  college. 

The  conception  and  carrying  into  effect  of  a  plan  for  educating  Chinese 
youths  abroad  is  one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  progress  I  have  seen. 
It  goes  to  prove  two  facts :  First,  that  the  expectation  of  finally  expelling 
foreigners  and  restoring  the  empire  to  its  original  status  of  exclusive- 
ness  is  being  abandoned;  and  second,  that  the  high  officials  realize  that 
foreign  knowledge  is  indispensable  in  the  development  of  the  resources 
of  their  own  country,  if  they  would  place  her  in  a  position  to  compete 
with  Christian  nations. 

In  this  connection  I  may  observe  that,  in  the  conversation  with  the 
viceroy  Li-Hung-chang  concerning  this  matter,  I  was  struck  with  his 
clear  conception  of  what  he  wanted  to  accomplish,  and  the  proper  way 
to  do  it.  He  said  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  it  seemed  absolutely 
necessary  to  develop  China's  internal  resources,  in  order  to  arrest  decay, 
stop  retrogression,  and  place  her  on  the  road  to  reform  and  advance- 
ment; that  to  accomplish  this  a  knowledge  of  our  sciences  and  arts  i^ 
necessary ;  that  the  employment  of  foreigners,  while  it  ixccomplished 
immediate  results,  gave  no  i)romise  for  a  permanent  and  prosperous 
future;  therefore  it  seemed  to  him  that  an  earnest  effort  should  be  made 
to  educate  their  own  people,  and  fit  them  for  this  work.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  sending  of  these  youths  to  the  United  States,  the  viceroy 
said  that  this  decision  had  been  taken  partly  because  of  the  unbroken 
amity  which  had  existed  between  our  country  and  China,  but  more 
particularly  for  the  reason  that,  from  all  the  information  obtainabJe,  he 
was  satisfied  that  our  schools  possessed  a  superiority  over  those  of 
Europe  in  imparting  practicj\l  knowledge. 

In  this  connection  he  remarked  that  their  decision  in  this  regard 
would  excite  jealousy,  and  it  was  not  unlikely  that  he  would  be  subjected 
to  ungenerous  criticism,  because  a  part,  if  not  the  whole,  were  not  sent 
to  Europe. 

To  all  such  small-minded  criticisms  he  professed  to  be  entirely  indif- 
ferent. 

A  recent  editorial  in  one  of  the  Shanghai  newspapers,  shows  only  too 
plainly  that  the  viceroy's  anticipations  are  being  realized.  QqOqIc 
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As  you  will  see  from  my  note  to  the  governor-general  inclosed,  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  have  generously  proposed  to  convey 
the  pupils,  their  teachers  and  guardians,  to  San  Francisco  for  one-half 
the  usual  rates  of  fare.  I  cannot  loo  strongly  commend  this  enterprise 
to  the  kind  and  generous  attention  of  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States. 

If  success  attends  this  initiatory  step,  it  will,  no  doubt,  encourage  its 
promoters  and  lead  to  an  enlargement  and  fuller  development  of  the 
plan. 

I  have,  &c., 

FKEDEBICK  F.  LOW. 


[Inoloenre  1.] 

Extract  from  a  note  from  lArHung-chang^  governor-general  of  Pe-chee-Ue,  to  Mr,  Low,  under 

date  of  January  13,  1872. 

'*  DuriDg  the  interview  I  had  with  yoar  excellency  at  Tien-tsin,  I  referred  to  a  plan 
for  selecting  boys  to  be  sent  to  stady  in  the  United  States,  which  plan  seemed  to  gratify 
you.  The  plan  has  now  been  definitely  fixed,  and  next  year*  the  students  are  to  be 
sent.  Since  the  relations  between  China  and  the  United  States  are  extremely  friendly, 
I  take  advantage  of  your  personal  fHeudship  to  say  by  this  opportunity  that  if  you 
will  request  the  Secretary  of  State  to  take  a  kind  interest  in  the  enterprise  I  shaU 
feel  very  grateful.'' 


[Inclosnre  2. 1 

Extract  from  a  note  from  Mr,  Low  to  Li-Hung-chang,  governor-general  of  Pe-dhee-lee,  under 

date  of  January  27, 1872. 

"  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  comply  with 
your  request,  and  I  doubt  not  my  Government  will  use  its  good  offices  in  any  way  it 
can  consistently,  to  promote  the  object  you  have  in  view.  I  cannot  too  warmly  indorse 
the  movement  inaugurated  by  your  excellency.  It  will,  I  trust,  result  in  great  advan- 
tages to  your  country  and  people,  and  tend  to  increase  the  friendship  already  existing 
between  the  government  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  and  that  of  the  United  States. 

"As  an  evidence  of  the  interest  which  the  neople  of  the  United  States  feel  in  the 
movement,  I  am  authorized  by  the  owners  of  the  steamers  running  between  Shanghai 
and  the  United  States  to  say  that  all  students,  their  teachers  and  guardians,  desiring 
to  go,  will,  upon  presenting  a  certificate  signed  by  me,  be  furnished  with  passage- 
tickets  at  one-hall  the  regular  rates  of  fare.  If  the  students  are  obliged  to  bear  their 
own  expenses  this  offer  will  prove  of  pecuniary  advantage  to  them  ;  if  their  expenses 
are  borne  by  the  government,  your  excellency  will  receive  the  proposition  as  a  token 
of  friendship,  which  I  trust  will  not  be  declined.  If  agreeable  to  you,  I  shall  order 
the  consul-general  at  Shanghai  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  persons  who  will  go  this 
year,  so  that  I  may  furnish  them  with  the  proper  certificate." 


No.  80. 

Mr.  Low  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

:No.  132.]  LEaATioN  OP  thb  United  States, 

Peking^  February  12, 1872.    (Keceived  April  26.) 
Sib:  ♦##♦#♦♦ 

It  is  proper  that  I  shonld  observe  in  this  connection  that  the  employ- 
ment of  natives  as  interpreters  to  our  consulates  is  a  serious  evil ; 
it  is  fraught 'with  danger  to  our  interests,  and  lowers  the  dignity  of  the 

*Thi8  refers  to  the  next  Chinese  year,  which  commenced  on  the  9th  ofJ^ebruar^,  1872. 


tne  tfCb  ot^'ebruar^, 
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Government  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese  ofl&cials  from  the  highest 
to  tlie  lowest. 

It  is  only  by  the  greatest  scrntiny  and  constant  watchfulness  that  a 
consul  so  situated  can  be  certain  that  he  will  not  be  betrayed.      ♦    ♦ 

The  insufficient  appropriations  for  consular  interpreters  involves  the 
necessity  of  employing  such  men  at  the  present  time ;  it  would,  how- 
ever, be  highly  conducive  to  our  interests  in  China  were  Congress  to 
view  this  matter  in  the  proper  light,  and  make  provision  for  filling  these 
places  with  competent  persons,  who  are  identified  with  the  honor  and 
interests  of  our  Government  and  people.    , 

To  me  this  is  so  obvious  that  argument  seems  entirely  unnecessary. 

I  have,  &c., 

FEEDEEICK  F.  LOW, 


^o.  81. 

Mr.  Lotc  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract] 

No.  138.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking^  March  15, 1872.    (Eeceived  May  23.) 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  translations  of  three  imperial 
decrees,  all  relating  to  the  approaching  marriage  of  the  Emperor. 
These  decrees  are  issued  in  the  names  of  the  Empress  Eegents;  they 
have  been  officially  promulgated  in  the  Peking  Gazette. 

Bumors  with  reference  to  the  approaching  marriage  of  the  Emperor 
have  been  current,  from  time  to  time,  for  a  year  or  more  past,  but  as 
they  could  not  be  traced  to  any  reliable  source  I  have  not  deemed  it 
advisable  to  refer  to  the  matter  until  some  official  information  could  be 
obtained. 

mm  *  •  «  *  * 

The  fact  of  declaring  the  Emperor  of  suitable  age  to  marry  does  not 
declare  him  Em|>eror  de  facto. 

It  is,  however,  improbable  that  the  regency  will  be  continued  any 
considerable  time  after  the  marriage ;   indeed,  I  shall  not  be  surprised 
any  day  to  hear  that  the  Emperor  has  taken  the  reins  of  government 
into  his  own  hands,  even  before  his  marriage. 
I  have,  &c., 

FEEDEEICK  F.  LOW. 


[Inclosure  1  in  No.  138.] 
From  the  Peking  Gazette,  March  12,  1872. 

A  benijrn  edict  has,  with  profound  respect,  been  received  from  Their  Majesties  Tzii 
An,  (the  benevoleotly  tranquil,)  the  Empress  Dowager,  and  Tzu  Hsi,  (the  benevolently 
happy,)  the  Empress*  Mother,  in  language  as  follows : 

Eleven  years  having  now  elapsed  since  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  in  his  infancy  suc- 
ceeded to  the  throne,  it  is  meet  and  proper  that  a  worthy  consort  should  be  found  to 
occupy  the  principal  seat  in  the  inner  palace  and  to  assist  His  Mnjesty  in  administering 
the  government  with  virtue,  as  well  as  to  8U|»enuteud  the  royal  household. 

We  have,  therefore,  selected  the  daughter  of  Chflng-E,  a  member  of  the  imperial 
academy  and  reader  to  His  Majesty  whose  family  name  (Mongul)  is  A-lu-td ;  she  being 
accomplif^ed,  cautious,  correct,  and  sedate,  we  decree  shall  1^  Empress.        nnn]c> 

Eeapect  this.  jU^^^H^ 
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[Inclosnre  2  in  No.  138.1 
From  the  Peking  Gazeiiey  March  12;  1872. 

A  benifrn  edict,  has  been  received  from  Their  Majesties  the  Empress  Dowager  and  the 
Empress  Mother,  as  follows : 

The  daughter  of  F^ng  Hsin,  a  secretary  of  one  of  the  boards,  (the  board  of  pnnish- 
inent,)  whose  family  (Manchu)  name  is  Fuchft,  we  decree  shall  be  His  Majesty's  Hiii 
Fei,  or  intelligent  consort,  (first  concubine.) 

The  daught?r  of  Chilng  Ling,  a  prefect,  whose  family  (Manchn)  name  is  Ho-shd-li, 
we  decree  shall  b©  His  Majesty's  Yn-fin,  or  lustrous  consort,  (second  concubine.) 

The  daughter  of  Sai-shang-ah,  lately  a  lieutenant-general,  whose  fiwnily  (Mongol) 
name  is  A-lu-te,  wo  decree  shall  be  His  Majesty's  H-jliu-piu,  or  generous  consort,  (third 
concubine.) 

Respect  this. 


[iDcIosnre  3  in  No.  138.J        / 
From  the  Peking  Gazette,  March  12,  1872. 

A  benign  edict  has  been  received  from  Their  Majesties  the  Empress  Dowager  and 
the  Empress  Mother,  as  follows  : 

In  keeping  with  the  rules  of  ceremony  on  the  occasion  of  an  Emperor's  marriage, 
we  decree  that  the  imperial  astronomical  board  shall  fix  upon  an  auspicious  day  in  the 
9th  month  (October  2-31)  of  the  present  year  for  celebrating  the  marriage  of  the 
Emperor.  We  appoint  Prince  Kung,  and  Paochiin,  president  of  the  board  of  revenue, 
who  will  concert  plans  with  the  proper  boards,  (boards  of  ceremonies  and  household 
office,)  clearly  establishing  the  necessary  rules,  and  using  respectful  diligence  in  the 
nu\nagement  of  the  business. 

Respect  this. 


No.  82. 

M7\  Lotv  to  Mr.  Fish. 
LExtract.] 

No.  142.]      Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  March  25,  1872.     (Received  May  23. ) 

Sir  :  Since  closing  my  No.  138,  of  the  15th  instant,  in  which  you  were 
informed  of  the  Emperor's  proposed  marriage  in  October  next,  several 
additional  decrees  concerning  the  same  subject  have  been  issued. 

From  them  I  learn  that  the  IGth  of  October  is  the  day  fixed  upon  for 
the  marriage ;  that  the  betrothal  presents  are  to  be  bestowed  on  the 
30th  of  August,  and  the  wedding  presents  on  the  19th  of  September. 
In  return  for  the  favors  granted  to  him  the  Emperor  has,  by  decree, 
conferred  additional  laudatory  titles  upon  the  Empresses.  It  is  also 
expected  that, in  accordance  with  long-established  custom  and  precedent, 
there  will  be  a  special  dis])ensatioa  of  imi>erial  bouuty,  in  the  form  of 
brevet  rank  and  titles  to  officials,  and  several  months^  extra  pay  to  the 
soldiers,  when  the  marriage  takes  place. 

The  belief  is  becoming  general  that  the  marriage  of  the  Emperor  and 
his  accession  to  the  throne  as  sovereign  de facto  will  be  simultaneous. 

So  strong  is  this  belief  that  1  have  reason  to  think  that  some  of  the 
foreign  representatives  have  already  sent  telegrams  to  their  govern- 
ments stating  this  fact  and  asking  for  instructions  in  regard  to  making 
a  demand  for  audience. 

I  have,  &c., 

FREDERICK  F.  LOW. 
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No.  83. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Low. 

No.  81.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  21, 1872. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  No.  130,  of  5th  of  February,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  a  correspondence  between  yourself  and  Viceroy  Li  Hung  Chang, 
upon  the  subject  of  sending  to  the  United  States  a  number  of  Chinese 
youths  to  be  educated,  I  have  to  request  you  to  inform  the  viceroy  that 
I  will  gladly  render  such  counsel  and  advice  in  the  matter  as  may  be  in 
my  power. 

I  am.  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  84. 
Mr.  Low  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  172.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Pekingj  July  12, 1872.    (Received  September  9.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  130,  of  5th  February  last,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  thirty  Chinese  students,  with  two  guardians 
and  two  tutors,  propose  leaving  Shanghai  for  the  United  States,  on  the 
steamer  of  the  26th  instant  or  the  12th  proximo.  A  list  of  these  stu- 
dents, properly  certified  by  me,  has  been  sent  to  the  vice-consul-general. 

Upon  presentation  of  a  list  thus  certified  to  the  agency  in  Shanghai, 
the  generous  proposal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  mentioned 
in  my  previous  dispatch  upon  this  subject  can  be  availed  of. 

The  ages  of  the  students  are  from  ten  to  sixteen  years.  Yung  Wing, 
one  of  the  guardians,  was  educated  in  the  United  States,  he  having 
graduated  at  Yale  College  several  years  ago.  His  knowledge  of  our 
language  and  acquaintance  in  the  United  States  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  making  of  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  education  of  his  wards. 
If  he  should  visit  Washington  and  call  upon  you,  I  bespeak  for  him  a 
kindly  reception,  such  as  you  would  accord  to  a  gentleman  of  educa- 
tion and  refinement  This  man  has  for  some  years  been  urging  upon 
the  native  officials  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  the  necessity  of 
foreign  education. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  has  at  last  been  recognized  by  the 
highest  officials  in  the  empire,  the  first  fruits  of  which  is  seen  in  the 
sending  of  these  youths  abroad  to  be  educated.  This  is  only  the  first 
installment  of  the  number  it  is  proposed  to  s<Mid ;  and  if  the  initial  ex- 
periment should  appear  to  promise  success,  it  is  not  unlikely  the  total 
number  may  be  increased  much  bej^ond  the  original  design. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  transla- 
tion of  a  note  from  the  viceroy  of  this  province.  He,  you  will  observe, 
solicits  your  kind  offices  in  behalf  of  the  students ;  and  I  beg  to  supple- 
ment his  with  a  similar  request  of  my  own. 

I  shall  look  with  interest  to  the  reception  which  this  modest  and 
humble  scheme  meets  with  from  our  people.    If  it  be  generous  and  cor- 
dial, the  result  will  prove  of  more  practical  value  to  our  interests  here 
than  an  increase  in  the  number  of  our  vessels  of  war. 
1  have,  &c., 

FREDERICK  F.  LOW. 

Jigitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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llnclosnre  in  No.  84. — Translation.] 

On  the  Ist  of  Febrnary,  1872,  I  received  your  excellency's  note  concerning  the  send- 
ing of  Chinese  youth  to  Anjerica  to  study  in  your  schools.  Your  excellency  kindly 
promiscH  to  instruct  the  consul-general  atShangiiai  correctly  as  to  the  names  of  those 
who  are  t<>  go,  that  he  may  issue  for  them  a  suitable  certificate,  and  that  one-half  tho 
steamer  fare  should  be  remitted  them.  You  express  a  desire  to  thus  arrange  this  mat- 
ter in  order  to  affoixl  a  proof  of  the  mutual  friendship  of  the  two  nations,  and  you 
trust  I  will  not  refuse.  In  this  your  excellency's  unusual  interest  and  desire  to  assist 
in  a  good  scheme  is  seen,  and  it  shall  always  be  remembered  with  deepgratitude. 

Immediat«ly  on  the  receipt  of  your  note  I  sent  a  communication  toTsimg  Kuo  Fan , 
superintendent  of  trade  for  the  southern  ports,  and  we  appoints  Chdn  Lau  Piu  and 
Rung  Hung  (Yung  Wing)  officers  to  be  in  charge  of  the  young  persons  going  abroad, 
and  directed  them  to  deliberate  and  settle  upon  a  suitable  plan.  Thereupon  Chdn  and 
Yung  Wing  asked  leave  to  go  to  their  homes  in  Kuantung  to  arrange  their  private 
atfairs  preliminary  to  their  departure,  hence  the  long  delay  in  my  reply.  Rung  has 
already  returned  to  Shanghai,  and  Chen  will  be  back  at  no  distant  day.  Selection  of 
the  bright  and  intelligent  lads  who  are  to  go  abroad  has  just  been  made,  and  I  think 
that  in  the  autumn  of  the  present  year  tho  first  installment  will  leavet  Yung  Wing 
has  already  been  in  American  schools  and  undemtands  their  methods  thoroughly. 

I  have  commanded  these  two  officials  to  plan  together  at  Shanghai  with  the  Ameri- 
can consul-general,  and  when  the  time  for  their  departure  shall  have  come  to  send  the 
names  and  number  of  the  students  to  the  oonsul-^neral,  by  him  to  be  forwarded  to 
your  excellency  that  you  may  issue  a  suitable  certificate,  which  these  two  officials  may 
take  with  them. 

On  the  American  steamers  there  is  a  fixed  rate  of  passage,  and  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment in  sending  these  persons  abroad  is  particular  about  this  matter,  and  of  its  own 
thought  would l>e  unwilling  to  pay  less.  Only  let  the  officers  of  the  steamers  be  par- 
ticular to  regard  their  wants,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  direct  them  to  reduce  the  fare. 
But  in  your  letter  appears  the  statement  that  on  a  certificate  from  your  excellency  the 
fare  would  be  reduced  one-half.  If  hitherto  there  has  been  a  rule  for  such  a  reduction, 
then  certainly  the  said  officers  should  accept  the  favor.  If  there  has  been  no  rule  for 
such  a  reduction,  it  is  not  fitting  that  because  of  our  friendship  with  vour  excellency 
the  steamship  company  should  suffer  loss.  In  this  point  the  deep  and  sincere  friend- 
liness of  your  excellency  is  even  more  appreciated  and  trusted  in  by  us. 

The  fares,  tuition,  and  current  expenses  of  these  students  will  all  be  taken  charge 
of  by  Chen  and  Yung  Wing.  I  would  again  request  your  excellency  to  send  a  note  to 
the  American  Secretary  of  State,  that  when  these  officers  and  students  shall  have 
reached  your  country,  he  will,  in  whatever  circumstances  they  may  be,  kindly  have  a 
care  and  protection  over  them.  I  trust  that  thus  the  students  will  make  constant 
progress,  and  become  thoroughly  proficient  in  astronomy,  geography,  arithmetic,  and 
mechanics,  and  that  they  may  not  disappoint  the  great  hopes  entertained  by  the 
Tsung-li  lamfin.  Prince  Kung,  and  myself.  In  making  this  reply  I  take  the  opportu- 
nity to  wish  your  excellency-  the  compliments  of  the  day. 

Card  of  Li,  viceroy  of  Chihli. 

Mat  30,  1872. 


No.  S5. 

Mr.  Loxc  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  188,J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PeMng,  September  19,  1872.     (Received  November  23.) 

Sir  :  The  proper  disposition  of  the  surplus  of  the  Chinese  indemnity 
fund  has  been  a  topic  of  discussion,  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  for 
ten  years  or  more.  The  dispatches  of  my  predecessors  in  office  and 
the  President's  messages  have  contained  earnest  recommendations  that 
this  money  should  be  devoted  to  the  establishment  and  support  of  a 
school  in  China  for  the  education  of  a  certain  number  of  our  own  citi- 
zens in  the  Chinese  language  and  literature,  and  a  corresponding  num- 
ber of  Chinese  in  ours. 

About  a  year  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, in  which  the  plan  referred  to  was  respectfully  urged  u^n  the  at- 

Jigitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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tention  of  the  Department  and  Congress.  (See  Diplomatic  Correspond- 
ence, 1871,  pp.  226  and  227.)  Since  then  memorials  have,  I  observe, 
been  addressed  to  Congress  by  colleges,  societies,  and  committees  of 
citizens  in  various  sections  of  the  United  States,  all,  so  far  as  I  know, 
indorsing  and  advocating  the  same  thing  substantially. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  have  been 
placed  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2849)  in  which  the 
disposal  of  this  fund  is  provided  for.  It  appears  that  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion was,  on  May  20, 1872,  reported  to  the  House  by  its  Committee  on 
Foreign  Aflfairs,  ordered  printed,  and  recommitted.  It  will,  it  may 
be  presumed,  come  up  for  final  action  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Were  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  to  become  a  law,  it  would  not  be 
likely  to  accomplish  the  result  which  those  more  immediately  acquainted 
with  the  subject  so  earnestly  desire.  Were  it  permissible,  I  would  not 
only  suggest^  but  warmly  recommend  that  the  bill  referred  to  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  first  and  second  sections,  and  a  portion  of  the  third, 
down  to  and  including  the  word  "then"  in  the  third  line.  Were  this 
done,  the  bill  would  then  provide  for  the  disposition  of  the  fund  in  a 
simple  yet  comprehensive  manner,  which  could  hardly  fail  to  secure 
important  advantages  to  China  as  well  as  the  United  States. 

The  reasons  for  this  suggestion  are : 

Ist  The  absence  of  any  valid  reason  for  re-opening  the  "  Caldera  " 
ea«e.  That  claim  was  properly  adjudicated,  with  many  others,  and  the 
award  which  was  made  was  and  is  considered,  by  those  most  conver- 
sant with  the  facts,  an  extremely  liberal  one.  The  written  opinions  of 
the  arbitrators,  on  file  in  the  Department,  and  Mr.  Burlingame's  dis- 
patch of  November  18,  1863,  (see  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1864, 
part  3,  pp.  346, 347, 348,)  contain  what  would  appear  to  be  conclusive 
evidence  on  this  point ;  and  besides,  if  this  case  be  re-opened  there  is 
no  apparent  reason  why  all  the  claimants  of  indemnity  may  not  with 
propriety  make  a  similar  demand.  Were  all  these  claims  to  be  re-adjudi- 
cated, it  may  be  doubted  whether  any  surplus  would  be  left. 

2d.  The  Chinese  government  have  no  legal  claim  to  the  surplus  in 
question.  If  an  equitable  claim  exists,  which  I  am  quite  free  to  admit 
is  the  case,  the  appropriation  of  the  fund  in  the  manner  suggested  will 
discharge  the  obligation  better  than  it  can  be  done  in  any  other  way. 
Were  the  offer  made  as  provided  for  in  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  it 
would,  without  doubt,  be  accepted. 

3d.  The  need  of  competent  interpreters  and  translators  in  the  legation 
and  the  consulates  grows  more  apparent.  This  subject  has  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Department  and  Congress  by  my  predecessors 
and  myself,  and  although  these  representations  have  been  indorsed  and 
commended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  by  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  President,  they  have  failed  to  secure  the  much  needed 
legislation.  Unless  the  funds  in  question  can  be  utilized  in  some  man- 
ner such  as  has  been  proposed,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  public  interests 
will  continue  to  suffer  for  some  years  from  the  lack  of  a  competent  staff 
in  the  legation  and  the  consulates. 

Even  if  Congress  should  make  provision  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional interpreters,  the  difficulty  will  be  to  find  persons  fitted  for  such 
positions.  Unless  arrangements  are  made  for  educating  our  own  citizens 
for  the  work  we  will  be  compelled  to  employ  Europeans  or  Chinese,  as 
is  generally  the  case  now.  The  objection  to  filling  such  responsible  and 
confidential  positions  with  aliens  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  will  give 
the  subject  a  moment's  thought. 

If  the  future  trade  of  China  and  Japan  is  of  prospective  value  sufSl 
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cient  to  justify  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States  in  granting  a  mail 
subsidy  of  $1,000,000  annually,  of  which,  no  one  acquainted  with  tbe 
subject  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  it  would  seem  that  the  moderate  addi- 
tional expenditure  necessary  to  put  the  legation  and  consulates  in  these 
countries  upon  a  respectable  footing  ought  not  to  be  withheld. 

To  foster  and  extend  commerce  and  trade,  relations  of  amity,  good- 
will, and  confidence  should  be  cultivated  with  this  government  and 
people.  No  one  thing  would  tend  so  much  to  promote  this,  and  at  tbe 
same  time  facilitate  intercourse  and  advance  material  interests,  as 
the  education  of  a  corps  of  interpreters.  Were  there  reason  to  expect 
or  even  hope  that  this  would  be  provided  for  by  a  direct  appro- 
priation, I  should  offer  no  objection  to  the  return  of  tbe  indemnity  fund 
to  the  Gbinese.  In  the  absense  of  any  reasonable  ground  of  hope  in 
this  regard,  I  am  anxious  to  see  the  fund  applied  as  has  been  suggested. 
This  whole  subject  has  engaged  my  attention  since  the  days  I  arrived  in 
China.  My  opinions  are  the  result  of  experience,  and  are  very  decided; 
and  it*  they  are  stated  with  unbecoming  plainness  and  force,  my  apology 
must  be  in  the  fa<;t  that  the  needs  of  the  service  are  too  apparent  to  be 
overlooked  by  me  while  the  remedy  lies  with  Congress  alone.  The 
means  are  at  hand  to  supply  the  want;  all  that  is  necessary  is  for  Con- 
gress to  apply  them  in  the  proper  way. 
1  have,  &c., 

FREDERICK  F.  LOW. 


[No.  86. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Low. 

No.  101.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  4,  1872. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  172,  under  date  of  12th  July  last,  relating 
to  the  departure  of  thirty  Chinese  youths  for  education,  in  tbe 
United  States,  and  bespeaking  my  good  offices  in  their  behalf  at  the 
request  of  Li  Hung  Chang,  has  been  received.  The  arrival  of  these 
young  men  is  regarded  with  interest,  and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to 
manifest  my  friendly  feeling  for  them  should  a  proper  occasion  offer. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


COLOMBIA. 

No.  87. 
Mr.  Eurlbut  to  Mr,  Fish. 


5^0.  60.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  September  29,  1871.    (Received  October  30.) 
Sir  :  The  affair  of  the  "  Montijo,"  and  the  demand  of  the  United  Suites 
for  punishment  of  Herr^ra  and  his  aecomplices  as  pirates,  have  created 
a  good  deal  of  excitement  in  the  public  mind.  GoOQlt 
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Tlie  press  is  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  acts  complained  of  con- 
stitute any  offense,  especially  that  of  piracy. 

I  have  very  carefully  examined  their  '^criminal  code''  and  find  no 
definition  of  such  an  ottense,  and  of  course  no  punishment  prescribed. 
The  only  provision  on  the  subject  recognizes  ^' piracy^  as  a  crime  to  be 
punished  according  to  the  law  of  nations.  But,  as  is  always  the  case  in 
countries  governed  by  a  code,  unless  there  is  a  specific  definition  and  a 
si)ecific  punishment  provided,  offenders  escape,  especially  when,  as  in 
this  case,  public  0[)inion  is  not  up  to  the  reality  of  the  wrong  done. 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  by  the  eminently  absurd  law  now  in 
force,  the  national  government  is  prohibited,  in  terms^  from  intermed- 
dling in  any  way  with  the  parties  belligerent,  and  is  compelled  to  recog- 
nize a  successful  revolution  as  a  government  not  only  de  facto  but  de 
jure. 

At  the  last  session  of  congress  an  attempt  was  made  to  change  this 
law  by  inserting  provisions  analogous  to  those  in  our  own  Constitution, 
but  it  was  rejected. 

A  better  mode  of  perpetuating  anarchy  and  popularizing  rebellion 
was  never  invented,  and  for  this  reason  armed  rebellion  is  one  of  the  most 
ordinary  modes  of  acquiring  power,  and,  like  all  successful  things,  is  con- 
sidered not  only  excusable  but  laudable. 

In  this  state  of  things,  both  of  the  law  and  of  public  feeling,  to 
characterize  the  acts  of  the  Panama  revolutionists  as  piratical  seems  to 
this  people  almost  an  insult  to  the  nation,  and  of  course  we  cannot  ex- 
pect any  special  activity  or  interest  in  bringing  the  offenders  to  justice. 
The  administration  is  in  advance  of  the  popular  sentiment,  but  even 
President  Salgar  is  not  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  occasion. 

Herr^ra  and  Diaz,  the  chief  offenders,  have  established  themselves  in 
business  in  Central  America  on  the  money  which  Correoso,  president  of 
Panama,  gave  them  to  make  peace,  money  wrested  from  the  merchants  of 
Panama  as  a  forced  loan  for  defense,  and  on  the  spoils  they  made  by 
seizures  during  the  revolution  in  the  places  held  by  them. 

Franceschi,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  revolution,  is  returned  (by  con- 
tract) as  member  of  Congress  from  Panama,  although  it  is  notorious 
that  he  was  no  candidate  at  the  election,  and  did  not  receive  a  vote. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  I  see  no  hope  for  any  punishment  to  be  inflicted 
upon  these  people,  and  it  becomes  a  very  serious  question  for  the  United 
States  what  course  is  to  be  pursued. 

My  hope  is  that  the  action  taken  by  the  United  States  may  induce 
the  next  Congress  to  give  the  National  Government  some  power  of 
direct  control  over  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  several  States,  some 
right  to  interfere,  some  power  to  punish,  so  that  we  can  treat  with  this 
nation  on  comparatively  equal  terms. 

I  have  in  my  hands  claims  presented  by  Schuber  Brothers,  the  owners 
of  the  Montijo,  for  damages,  both  for  the  detention  and  injury  of  the 
vee^el,  and  for  personal  damages  for  imprisonment,  as  also  the  claims 
of  the  master,  mates,  and  engineer  for  the  latter  cause.  I  expect  others 
by  the  next  mail.  As  I  am  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  these  I  shall  pre- 
sent them,  although  I  know  that  the  country  has  no  means  to  pay  them. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  demand  for  reparation  by  punishment  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  offenders  will  not  be  dropped. 

In  this  connection,  and  with  particular  reference  to  the  recent  demand 
made  in  the  port  of  Aspinwail,  for  the  surrender  of  the  American 
steamer  Virginius  by  the  Spanish  Corvette  Tornado,  (of  which  you  are 
doubtless  advised),  I  respectfully  urge  that  an  eflicient  ship  of  the  Navy 

Jigitized  by  LjOOQIC 
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be  stationed  at  Aspiiiwall  as  her  headquarters,  making  frequent  visits 
along  the  coast  as  far  as  Laguayra,  in  Venezuela. 

It  will  be  very  advantageous  to  us  that  such  a  vessel  should  show 
herself  regularly  in  all  the  ports  of  the  north  coast  of  Colombia  and 
Venezuela,  and  the  voyages  will  keep  the  health  of  men  and  officers  in 
better  condition  than  if  she  remained  in  Navy  Bay. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


^o.  88. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  63.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota.  October  7, 1871.  (deceived  October  30.) 
Sir:  I  am  just  informed  by  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  that 
the  commandant  of  the  port  of  Colon  (Aspinwall)  required  bonds  froui 
the  captain  and  agents  of  the  American  steamer  Virginius,  not  to  leave 
that  port,  which  order  the  President  had  immediately  disavowed  and 
annulled. 

I  expressed  at  once  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  for  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  this  had  been  done,  without  any  solicitation  on  our 
part,  for  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  matter  in  any  form.  For  some  rea- 
son I  have  received  nocommunication  on  the  subject  from  Consul  Perry. 
It  is  probably  on  the  way  and  will  arrive  by  next  mail. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 


No.  89. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Hurlbut. 

No.  51.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingtoTij  November  8, 1871. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  No.  60,  of  the  29th  September  last,  in  relation  to 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Montijo,  has  been  received. 

You  represent  that  the  state  of  public  opinion  and  the  defects  in  the 
Colombian  laws  are  unfavorable  to  the  punishment  of  the  captors  of 
the  Montijo,  and  express  a  ''  hope  that  the  demand  for  reparation  by 
punishment  of  the  chiefs  of  the  offenders  will  not  be  dropped.^ 

You  will  be  informed  by  the  dispatch  addressed  to  you  by  this  De- 
partment on  the  11th  ultimo  (No.  46)  that  "  it  is  expected  that  the  of- 
fenders in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Montijo  will  be  prosecuted  without 
any  delay  which  can  be  avoided." 

You  will  give  the  Colombian  government  to  understand  that  we  see 
no  sufficient  reason  for  the  adoption  of  a  different  course,  and  you  will 
persist  in  a  demand  for  the  punishment  of  the  parties  adverted  to. 

The  intention  which  you  make  known  of  presenting  the  claim  of  the 
owners,  master,  &c.,  of  the  steamer  Montijo,  for  damages,  is  approved. 

Your  request  for  a  vessel  of  war  on  the  coast  has  been  referred  to 
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the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whose  reply,  when  received,  will  be  commu- 
nicated to  you. 
I  am,  &c., 

*  W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 


No.  90. 
Mr.  Hurlbut  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  68.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Bogota^  Navember  10,  1871.    (Received  December  15.) 

Sib  :  The  condition  of  this  country  appears  to  me  to  require  a  detailed 
statement  from  me. 

During  the  economic  year  just  concluded,  (October  1,  1871,)  the 
expenses  have  exceeded  the  income,  not  less  than  $1,800,000,  which 
will  be  increased  by  the  1st  February,  1872,  when  Congress  meets,  to 
not  less  than  $2,500,000. 

I  am  informed  to-day  that  in  addition  to  this  deficit,  not  less  than 
$600,000  cash  will  be  required  to  be  paid  on  or  before  that  day,  (1st 
February,  1872,)  for  borrowed  money,  traveling  expenses  of  members, 
and  other  sums  indispensable  to  be  paid  in  cash,  as,  for  example, 
$170,000  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  Bogota  at  10  per  cent,  interest,  on 
short  time.  My  informant  also  stated  to  me  that  he  was  wholly  unable 
to  say  where  such  a  sum  of  money  or  any  part  of  it  could  be  obtained, 
and  could  see  no  recourse  for  the  government  but  to  admit  its  insolv- 
ency. The  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things  are  very  serious,  and 
will  almost  certainly  lead  to  revolution. 

I  can  imagine  no  remedy  for  it,  except  by  an  act  of  bad  faith  on  the 
part  of  Colombia,  in  r'epudiating  their  contract  with  the  English  bond- 
holders. 

Eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the  customs  revenue  is  pledged  to  English 
creditors,  and  unless  relief  is  obtained  by  disregarding  this  pledge  and 
seizing  the  revenue  for  general  puriKKses,  I  do  not  believe  that  a  revolu- 
tion can  be  prevented. 

You  are  undoubtedly  aware  that,  by  the  constitution,  any  five  States 
can  nullify  any  act  of  Congress. 

At  the  last  session  an  act  was  passed  for  the  promotion  of  internal 
improvements,  giving  among  other  things  a  guarantee  of  7  per  cent, 
interest  on  capital  invested  in  certain  railroads  and  other  improvements. 
The  States  of  Antioquia  and  Cauca  have  already  declared  this  law 
unconstitutional  and  void.  Antioquia  at  least  is  prepared  to  support 
her  opinion  by  arms,  having  in  her  possession  an  arsenal  of  some  20,000 
improved  arms.  The-same  States  have  declared  the  law  establishing 
common  schools  unconstitutional  and  void. 

The  liberal  party,  now  in  power,  and  which  has  just  elected  Dr. 
Murrillo  President  for  the  next  term,  supports  both  these  laws.  The 
question  is  still  further  complicated  by  the  undisguised  agitation  set  on 
foot  by  the  clerical  party,  whose  stronghold  is  in  Antioquia  and  Tolima, 
against  the  further  continuance  in  power  of  the  liberal  leaders ;  and  all 
forms  of  fanatical  exhortations  are  addressed  by  the  organs  of  the 
clergy  to  the  ignorant  masses  of  the  people,  especially  on  the  question  of 
education,  and  the  seizure  of  the  conventual  property. 

Mosquera,  now  governor  of  Cauca,  although  a  liberal,  is  largely 
ovtrued  by  his  hostilities,  and  has  an  avowed  hatred  to  Dr.  Murillo.  > 
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Under  all  these  circurastaiices  the  public  order  and  expected  progress 
of  this  country  hang  upon  a  very  uncertain  thread. 

So  thoroughly  convinced  of  this  is  President  Salgar,  that  notwith- 
standing the  wretched  state  of  the  public  finances,  he  borrowed  from 
the  Bank  of  Bogota  $100,000,  (part  of  the  $170,000  above  stated,)  and 
with  that  amount  has  purchased  in  the  tTnited  States  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion for  the  possible  struggle. 

Any  trifling  event  may  precipitate  matters ;  a  general  failure  to  make 
customary  pa^^ments  to  Congress,  to  the  public  officers,  or  to  the  army, 
would  undoubtedly  overthrow  the  government.  The  condition  is  deplor- 
able, and  the  Murillo  administration  will  inherit  all  these  difliculties. 

This  wretched  financial  position  of  course  bears  upon  the  just  claims 
due  as  well  to  the  United  States  as  to  private  citizens  who  have  been 
wronge<l.        ♦        ♦ 
I  am,  &c.. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


No.  91. 

Mr.  Rurlbut  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  72.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  December  7,  1871.     (Received  January  15,  1872.) 

Sir:  I  had  a  long  and  full  conversation  with  Mr.  Zapata,  secretary 
for  foreign  relations,  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  the  Moutijo.  He 
stated  that  the  national  executive  possessed  under  the  law  no  power  nor 
control  whatsoever  over  the  officers  in  the  State  of  Panama,  whose  duty 
it  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  inquire  into  the  crimes  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  by  Herrdra  and  his  accomplices;  that  they  had  done  all  they 
could  do,  througli  the  attorney-general,  in  requesting  these  oflicials  to 
enter  upon  the  preliminary  investigations,  and  had  no  means  of  compel- 
ling their  action,  or  of  punishing  a  neglect  of  duty;  that  these  officials 
were  purely  State  officers  belonging  to  the  State  of  Panama,  and  out- 
side the  jurisdiction  of  the  national  government;  that  he  doubted 
whether  any  favorable  result  would  come  from  the  investigation  now 
commenced,  and  for  this  reason  had  directed  in  any  event  that  an  appeal 
be  taken  from  the  decision,  be  it  wiiat  it  might,  to  the  federal  supreme 
court  in  Bogota. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Zapata  acknowledged,  in  substance,  what  a  study  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  has  enforced  upon  my  mind,  that  the  government 
of  Colombia  is  an  organized  anarchy,  most  skillfully  directed  to  the  per- 
petuation of  revolution  and  the  consecration  of  secession.  They  are 
invested  with  power  to  make  treaties  and  deprived  of  power  to  vindicate 
them.  They  can  enter  into  engagements,  but  cannot  enforce  them  nor 
punish  infrat^tions. 

Having  no  independent  federal  judicial  system,  and  compelled  to  use 
as  tribunals  of  the  first  instance  the  State  courts,  they  are  liable  to  con- 
stant denial  or  delays  of  justice  in  national  affairs  from  the  local  preju- 
dices existing  in  the  States.  Having  no  authority  to  interfere  in  case  of 
lociil  revolutions,  nor  to  repress  by  force  any  rebellion  against  State 
authorities,  they  are  ])laced  at  the  mercy  of  any  band  of  conspirators 
who,  as  in' the  case  of  the  Montijo,  violate  solemn  treaty  stipulations, 
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and  raay  bring  the  wbole  nation  into  the  most  imminent  danger  of 
reprisal  or  war  by  reason  of  such  violations. 

The  only  thing  the  federal  executive  can  do  is  to  admit  the  pecuniary 
reclamation  sought  for  such  wrongful  acts,  and  ask  the  Congress  to 
vote  the  money  to  pay  the  damages. 

And  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Congress  of  1870-'71  deliber- 
ately and  after  long  argument  refused  to  remedy  this  state  of  things, 
and  iu  favor  of  sectionalism  left  the  law  unchanged,  which  positively 
requires  of  the  national  executive  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality  in  ail 
rebellions  within  States,  and  to  recognize  any  government  de  facto  in 
the  States,  although  established  and  maintained  by  arms. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I  have  no  hope  that  any  favorable  result 
can  be  obtained  from  the  investigations  now  in  progress  in  Panama, 
nor  that  Herr^ra  and  his  crew  will  be  held  to  any  rigorous  liability. 
Mr.  Long  writes  me  that  depositions  are  being  taken,  but  it  is  very  easy 
for  the  official  in  charge  to  procrastinate,  as  in  fact  he  is  now  doing. 

It  would  be  the  greatest  boon  ever  conferred  upon  this  country  if 
these  men  could  be  brought  to  summary  justice,  and  would  tend  very 
strongly  to  break  down  the  habit  of  armed  revolution  which  is  among 
the  most  usual  and  praiseworthy  ways  of  obtaining  power. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  Salgar  administration  would  be  very  glad  to 
procure  a  conviction,  but  have  no  faith  in  their  own  power  to  do  so. 

The  whole  question,  both  of  punishment  of  the  evil-doers  and  of 
pecuniary  compensation,  will  come  before  the  next  Congress,  and  I 
expect  very  animated  debate.  It  is  my  present  belief  that  the  Congress 
will  hold  that  no  crime  against  the  laws  of  Colombia  is  involved  in  the 
acts  designated  by  the  United  States  as  piratical. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  A.  HUELBUT. 


No.  92. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Hurlbut, 

No.  5(j,]  .  Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  January  4,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
addressed  to  this  Department,  on  the  Gth  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Long,  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Panama,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  attor- 
ney-general for  the  State  of  Panama,  with  reference  to  the  persons  who 
committed  the  outrage  against  the  steamer  Montijo. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


(iDclosare.J 

Mr,  Long  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

No.  125.]  United  Statks  Consulatk, 

Panama^  December  6,  1871.  (Received  January  2,  1872.) 
Sir;  Iu  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Hurlbut,  United  States  minister 
at  B<n;ota,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  23d  of  October  last,  I  addressed 
a  communication  to  the  Hon.  Mateo  Ituralde,  attornej'-general  for  the  stiite  of  Panama, 
in  which  I  informed  him  that  Thomas  Herr^ra,  Domingo  Diaz,  and  others  of  the  party 
that  committed  the  outrage  against  the  steamer  Montijo,  carrying  the  United  State's 
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flaff,  and  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Schnber,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  in  this  city, 
and  requested  them  to  have  them  there  arrested,  as  they  had  committed  a  very  grave 
ottense  against  the  rights  and  property  of  American  citizens  and  against  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  United  States.  To  this  communication  he  has  paid  a  dignified 
silence  up  to  the  present  moment. 

Herr^ra  and  company  are  daily  seen  in  our  streets,  free  to  come  and  jko  as  they 
please.  They  have  been  snmmoned  by  the  attorney-general  before  him  to  giv*^  rebut- 
ting testimony  in  the  Montijo  case ;  as  yet  they  have  not  been  in  any  way  molested  or 
hindered  in  their  dally  avocations.  They  treat  with  contempt  the  idea  that  they  are 
in  any  way  responsible  for  their  acts ;  and  the  effort  of  the  attorney-general  is  to 
shield  them  from  any  prosecution  whatever. 
I  have,  «S&c., 

WM.  M.  LONG. 


Kg.  93. 
Mr.  Eurlbut  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  73.]  United  States  Legation, 

Bogota^  January  6, 1872.    (Received  Febniary  16.) 

Sir  :  On  the  first  day  of  December,  1871, 1  presented  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Colombian  government  the  claim  of  Schuber  Brothers, 
owners  of  the  Montijo,  and  of  the  officers  and  crew,  for  compensation 
for  seizure  and.detentiou  of  the  ship  and  imprisonment  of  the  persons. 
I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  note  and  of  the  abstract  of  the  claim,  not  consid- 
ering it  necessary  to  forward  copies  of  the  evidence,  the  principal  part 
of  which  is  in  the  Department. 

The  grievances  complained  of  were  so  palpable,  the  evidence  so  con- 
clusive, and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests  were,  to  my  mind,  so  sin- 
gularly clear,  that  I  considered  it  unnecessary  to  argue  the  question  at 
all  in  my  communication  to  Senior  Zapata. 

The  records  of  this  legation,  as  well  as  of  the  French  and  English,  are 
full  of  cases  not  near  as  flagrant  which  have  been  promptly  settled. 

On  the  28th  December,  1871, 1  received  from  Senor  Zapata  a  r^ply  of 
the  date  of  27th  December,  a  translation  of  which  is  inclosed.  In  this 
document,  Senor  Zapata  takes  ground  wholly  untenable,  and  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  facts  in  the  case,  with  which  he  is  perfectly  fatniliar. 
He  chooses  to  place  this  case  in  the  category  of  ordinary  crimes  com- 
mitted by  individual  criminals  upon  individual  sulferers,  triable  and 
punishable  exclusively  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice,  and  ignores,  I 
fear,  willfully,  the  features  of  insun-ectionary  violence,  of  conspiracy  and 
of  combined  action,  which  remove  the  case  from  the  ordinary  quality  of 
simple  crime,  and  give  it  an  undeniable  public  character. 

I  was  exceedingly  surprised  by  the  contents  of  this  note,  and  by  the 
decision  announced  that  the  national  government  denied  responsibility 
for  the  pecuniary  damages  sustained. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1872, 1  answered  in  the  note  of  that  date, 
a  copy  of  which  is  also  inclosed.  In  ordinary  cases,  I  presume  I  should 
have  accepted  the  note  of  27th  December  as  final,  but  I  was  unwilling 
to  do  so  without  an  effort  to  bring  the  Colombian  government  to  a  pos- 
sible reconsideration  of  a  decision  which  I  could  not  but  regard  as  an 
unfriendly  act.  To  this  end  I  addressed  to  Senor  Zapata  the  note  of 
January  1,  with  such  arguments  as  appeared  to  me  best  suited  to  con- 
vince the  mind  of  the  secretary  and  President.  Noticing  in  Seiior  Za- 
pata's note  of  December  27  that  the  Colombian  government  trkes  shel- 
ter under  the  prosecution  ordered,  and  claims  some  credit  for  that  act, 
on  the  third  day  of  January,  1872, 1  addressed  to  Seiior  Zapata  a  note 
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of  that  date,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  inclosed,  desiring  to  know  officially 
what  steps,  if  any,  had  been  actually  taken  in  that  matter,  and  again 
pressing  upon  his  attention  the  necessity  of  energetic  and  bona  fide 
prosecution  of  the  offenders  to  conviction. 

My  information  from  our  consul  at  Panama  and  from  private  sources 
was  that  no  real  prosecution  had,  in  fact,  been  instituted  in  Panama^ 
and  that  one  of  the  principal  offenders,  Diaz,  was  and  is  now  governor  of 
the  city  of  Panama. 

You  will  remember,  sir,  that  the  government  of  Colombia,  although 
in  possession  of  the  facts  of  these  outrages,  did  not  of  its  own  motion 
institute  proceedings  against  the  malefactors,  but  remained  inactive  for 
weeks  until  driven  into  action  by  the  demand  made  by  me  on  the  5th 
of  August,  1871,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment. 

In  permitting  the  seizure  of  the  Montijo,  in  not  rescuing  her  by  force 
if  necessary,  during  the  two  months  she  was  detained,  in  not  prosecut- 
ing her  captors  until  compelled  by  the  positive  demand  of  the  United 
States,  and  finally  in  not  acknowledging  liability  for  the  losses  and 
damages,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  Colombian  government  has  very 
seriously  failed  in  its  duties  toward  an  ally  and  friend. 

Much,  of  course,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  inherent  weakness  of  the 
form- of  government,  as  is  illustrated  by  the  extraordinary  laws  "of 
public  order''  of  the  16th  April,  1867,  (commented  upoil  by  me  in  my 
note  of  January  1,  1872,)  a  translation  of  which  is  inclosed,  and  which 
is  now  in  force. 

At  a  late  hour  this  evening,  (6th  January,)  I  received  two  dispatches 
from  Senor  Zapata  of  the  date  of  5th  January,  1872,  translations  of 
which  are  herewith  inclosed.  The  time  is  so  short  before  the  closing  of 
the  mail  that  1  am  compelled  to  send  the  rough  draught  of  the  transla- 
tion with  some  erasures. 

The  note  of  Mr.  Zapata,  on  the  subject  of  the  liability  of  the  nation, 
is  a  very  ingenious  piece  of  special  pleading  intended  for. home  con- 
sumption. It  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  doubt  that  the  capture  of 
the  Montijo  was  a  part,  and  a  principal  one,  of  the  insurrectionary 
movement,  and  that  it  would  never  have  taken  place  but  for  the  revo- 
lution. 

It  is  not  at  all  difficult  to  reconcile  the  two  claims  made  by  the  United 
States,  for  it  is  very  possible,  as  indeed  was  the  fact,  for  men  to  be  at 
the  same  time  rebels  and  pirates,  to  be  in  revolution,  and  thus  invested 
with  a  certain  political  character  for  which  Colombia  is  responsible,  and 
in  the  course  of  such  revolution  commit  acts  which  constitute  piracy. 

I  have  not  had  time,  as  yet,  to  answer  Mr.  Zapata's  last  note,  and 
should  decline  to  do  so  at  all  were  it  not  that  new  views  and  new  mat- 
ter have  been  introduced.    The  answer  will  be  very  brief. 

You  will  perceive  from  his  other  note  of  January  5,  that  practically 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  the  criminal  prosecuition  in 
Panama,  nor  in  fact  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  federal  government  to  do 
anything  more  than  to  write  official  notes  to  the  State  officers,  which  the 
latter  notice  or  disregard  at  their  pleasure. 

The  entire  matter  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  that  such  final  de- 
termination may  be  had  in  Washington  as  shall  appear  right,  and  I 
trust  that  my  course  in  the  affair  may  be  approved. 
I  am^  &c., 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 
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(iDolosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Hurlbut  to  Mr.  Zapata, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Bogota,  December  1,  1B71. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor 
to  present  his  compliments  to  the  Honorable  Dr.  Felipe  Zapata,  sec. etary  for  foreign 
relatione,  and  to  forward  to  him  the  inclosed  claim  for  personal  damages  and  to  prop- 
erty, caused  by  the  criminal  acts  of  Thomas  Herr6ra  and  others  in  the  recent  revolu- 
tion in  the  State  of  Panama. 

The  inclosed  claims  arise  oat  of  the  seizure  of  the  American  steamer  Montijo,  which 
has  alre^idy  been  the  subject  of  a  reclamation  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  evidence  is  principally  contained  in  the  papers  already  filed  by 
the  undersigned.  It  is  with  very  sinoere  regret  that  the  undersigned  feels  compelled 
to  ask  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  just  and  reasonable  compensation  for  the  pri- 
vate wrongs  and  injuries  done  to  American  citizens  resident  within  its  jurisdiction. 

The  undersigned  had  hoped  that  the  compensation  in  money  would  have  been  ar- 
ranged in  an  amicable  way  in  Panama,  and  is,  in  fact,  informed  that  the  question  was 
submitted  to  a  friendly  arbitration,  but  unfortunately  it  appears  that  although  an 
award  was  made  in  favor  of  Schuber  Brothers  for  a  large  sum  of  money,  the  other  party 
to  the  arbitration  was  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  fulfill  the  same. 

Recourse  has  therefore  been  had  to  the  undersigned  as  the  diplomatic  representative 
of  the  party  injure*l. 

It  certainly  appears  a  hard  thing  that  the  general  revenues  of  the  Colombian  gov- 
ernment, derived  mainly  from  the  industry  of  the  peaonable  and  law-abiding  people, 
should  be  called  upon  to  make  good  the  spoUatious  of  unprincipled  and  reckless  men, 
but  there  is  no  otjier  remedy,  and  the  undersigned,  therefore,  on  behalf  of  his  govern- 
ment, has  impo8e<l  upon  him  the  necessity  of  requesting  that  the  inclosed  claims  may 
be  fairly  considered,  and,  if  found  to  be  valid,  as  he  fully  believes  them  to  be,  that 
prompt  and  adequate  compensation  may  be  made. 

The  undersigned  renews  the  expressions  of  high  consideration  with  which  he  remains. 
Yours,  &c. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


Memorandum  of  claims,  ^c,  arising  out  of  seizure  of  American  steamer  Montijo, 

A. — H.  Schuber  &  Bros.,  owners,  for  damages  for  detention,  &c.,  loss  of  busi- 
ness and  injury  to  vessel $43,965 

B.— John  Schuber  for  false  imprisonment,  &c 25, 000 

C. — J.  H.  Saunders,  captain,  false  imprisonment,  &c  5, 000 

D. — Robert  Howard,  chief  engineer,  false  imprisonment 5, 000 

E.— Petty  officers  and  crew,  Mae  imprisonment,  <&c.,  4  at  |2,000 ;  15  at  $500. .     15, 500 

94,465 

United  States  Legation,  Bogota. 
The  undersigned  hands  to  the  honorable  secretary  of  foreign  relations  the  above  spe- 
cification of  claims,  with  the  following  remarks: 

1.  '1  he  price  of  the  steamer  per  diem  of  her  detention  is  fixed  at  $500,  being  the 
amount  which  the  government  of  Panama  would  have  to  pay  in  case  of  using  the 
ships,  ride  Boletin  Official  No.  274,  20th  December,  1H69. 

2.  The  undersigned  is  not  prepared  to  set  a  money  value  upon  forced  Imprisonment 
of  American  citizens.  In  one  sense  it  can  hardly  be  set  too  high  ;  in  another,  as  inno- 
cent people  must  pay  it,  he  leaves  the  matter  for  amicable  arrangement.  He  adds  to 
the  testimony  already  offered  the  deposititm  of  Augustin  Castellanos,  the  Boletin 
Official  No.  274,  and  the  Paceta  de  Panama  No.  50,  and  a  copy  of  the  crew-list  of  the 
steamer. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


[Inclosnre  Ko.  3.] 
Mr.  Zapata  to  Mr.  HurJbui. 

Bogota,  December  27, 1871. 

Tlje  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  for  foreign  relations  of  the  United 

States  of  Colombia,  has  received  the  note  bearing  date  the  Istday  of  December  current, 

which  General  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  ad- 

dreesed  to  him,  the  object  of  which  is  to  present  a  claim  for  losses  and  damages  arising 
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from  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Montijo,  executed  by  certain  private  individuals  in  the 
natiniial  waters. 

This  claim,  having  been  very  carefully  examined  under  the  lightof  the  doctrines  and 
cnstomsof  the  hiw  of  nations,  and  especially  with  strict  attention  to  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  which  controls  the  relations  between  this  republic  and  that  which  is  so  woU  repre- 
sentetl  by  your  excellency,  the  undersigned  has  very  soon  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  parties  interested  possess  no  right  to  demand  of  the  national  government  the  in- 
demiiity  which  they  seek  for. 

On  general  principles  governments  are  not  responsible  for  the  losses  and  damages 
which  foreigners  within  the  limits  of  the  respective  jurisdictions  may  suffer  by  reason 
of  common  crimes,  except  in  cases  in  which  a  notorious  denial  of  justice  can  be  proved 
in  relation  to  the  special  attempts  which  have  given  origin  to  such  losses  and  damages. 
As,  in  such  cases,  the  work  of  justice  consists  in  apprehending  the  persons  guilty  of  the 
wrongful  act,  in  prosecuting  them  in  due  ftirm,  anil  applying  to  them  the  punishmont 
fixed  in  the  penal  code,  if  tney  shall  be  convicted ;  it  is  evident  that  the  single  fact  of 
not  commencing  nor  carrying  into  effect  le^al  proceedings  against  the  guilty  parties 
may  be  a  ground  for  reclamation  against  the  government  which  fails  in  the  duty  of 
giving  protection  to  individual  rights. 

If,  in  addition  to  this,  governments  were  bound  to  compensate  for  the  losses  and 
damages  suffered  by  foreigners,  then  immigration,  far  from  being  considered  as  a  benefit 
for  a  nation  which  encourages  it,  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  misfortune,  and,  instead  of 
encouraging  and  stimulating  it  by  offering  aid,  prerogatives,  and  exemptions,  each 
nation  would  endeavor,  on  the  contrary,  to  avoid  it,  in  order  to  free  itself  from  reclama- 
tions in  the  innumerable  cases  of  loss  and  damage  which  the  crimes  of  individuals 
might  cause  to  the  immigrant. 

Your  excellency  is  perfectly  aware  that  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Montijo  was  an 
act  committed  by  certain  individuals  who  were  admitted  by  the  officers  of  the  ship  as 
passengers,  to  be  carried  from  the  port  of  David  to  the  city  of  Panama. 

The  government  of  the  republic,  at  the  sara*^  time  that  it  has  deplored  and  execrated* 
this  act  of  violence,  has  taken,  and  continues  to  take,  all  the  means  in  its  power  to  the 
end  that  these  persons  may  be  prosecuted  and  punished.  Nothing,more  is  demanded  or 
can  justly  be  demanded  of  any  government. 

The  existing  treaty  between  the  two  republics  does  not  contain  any  stipulation 
which  could  specially  serve  as  a  basis  to  sustain  such  a  demand. 

Both  parties  are  by  this  document  bound  reciprocally  to  bestow  their  special  protec- 
tion to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  either,  of  all  professions,  traveling 
or  resident  in  the  territories  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  either,  'Meaving  open  and 
free  to  them  the  tribunals  of  justice  for  their  judicial  recoui-se  on  the  same  terms 
which  are  usual  and  cnstomary  with  the  natives  or  citizens  of  the  country.''  This  is 
all. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  the  high  and  distin- 
guished consideration  with  which  he  remains,  yours.  Slc, 

FELIPE  ZAPATA. 

True  translation  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  legation. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Minister  Resident,  United  States  ofAmeriea, 


(TucloiiarA  No.  4.] 

Mr,  Hurlbut  to  Mr,  Zapata, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Bogota,  January  1, 1872. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  presents  his 
most  res|>ectful  compliments  to  the  Honorable  Felipe  Zapata,  secretary  of  the  interior 
and  foreign  relations,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  his  dispatch  of  the 
27th  day  of  December,  1871,  in  which  the  executive  power  of  Colombia  declines  to 
consider  the  nation  responsible  for  the  payment  of  damages  resulting  from  the  seizure 
of  the  American  steamer  Montijo. 

The  undersigned  deeply  regrets  the  decision  announced  in  the  note  referred  to,  inas- 
much as  he  cannot  concur  in  the  reasoning  of  the  honorable  secretary,  nor  in  the  results 
arrived  at.  It  appears  to  the  undersigned  that  the  wrongs  from  which  this  claim  origi- 
nated are  in  their  nature  widely  different  from  the  case  of  ordinary  robbery  or  theft 
committed  by  private  criminals  or  simple  malefactors. 

The  existing  laws  of  Colombia  (Lei  sobre  orden  publico,  April  16,  1867,)  recognize 
by  a  very  strong  implication  the  right  of  armed  revolution,  and  consecrate  these  dis- 
tnrbances  of  public  order  within  the  States  by  requiring  of  the  general  gov^nmentan 
abaolute  neutrality,  aud  depriving  the  national  authorities  of  any  right  to  interfere^ 
either  to  prevent,  to  control,  or  to  put  down  such  armed  demonstration.  o 
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To  foreign  nationH  who  deal  only  with  the  natioual  j^overnraent,  and  cannot  recog- 
nize the  individual  States,  this  denial  of  power  to  int+rfere  in  or  control  such  revohi-  - 
tiooary  attempts,  amounts  to  a  sanction  given  by  the  laws  of  Colombia  to  the  revolution- 
ary movement,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  to  the  responsibility  of  the  nation  for 
all  wrongful  acts  conmiittcd  against  foreign  residents  in  the  course  of  such  revolution. 

It  is  an  inherent  right  and  duty  of  sovereignty  to  protect  its  own  citizens,  and  foreign 
residentij,  under  solemn  treaties,  from  loss  of  liberty  and  property.  This  is  one  of  its 
essential  attributes ;  the  chief  purpose  for  which  sovereignty  is  granted,  one  of  the 
primary  ends  and  aims  for  which  government  is  instituted  among  men. 

On  general  principles,  then,  the  undersigned  attirms  that  it  is  one  of  the  primary 
duties  of  all  governments  to  maintain  peace  and  public  order,  and  the  security  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  and  that  for  any  failure  or  neglect  to  do  so  they  are  responsible. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  if  such  government,  aft«r  framing  in  treaties  the  most  pre- 
cise and  clear  guarantees  of  such  rights  to  foreign  residents,  (jis  in  the  tre:ity  of 
1848,)  vohmtarily,  and  without  consent  of  the  other  party,  disarms  itwdf  of  the  very 
power  which  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  fulHUment  of  its  treaty  obligations  and 
compels  itself  to  the  melancholy  positi(m  of  standing  with  folded  arms  in  a  useless 
neutrality,  while  its  own  citizens  and  subjects  commit  acts  of  spoliation  and  violence 
upon  the  property  and  persons  of  foreigners  who  are  found  within  its  limits  in  full 
ftonfidence  of  the  protection  and  security  solemnly  guaranteed  many  years  before  under 
pledge  of  the  good  faith  of  the  nation. 

The  undersigniKl  has  no  hesitation  in  stating  his  conviction  that  the  law  of  public 
order  of  April  16, 1867,  which  compels  the  natiimal  government  to  neutrality  in  domes- 
tic insurrection,  is  waste  paper  so  far  as  relates  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  foreign 
residents  found  in  this  country  under  existing  treaties,  and  cannot  in  any  manner  relieve 
the  national  government  from  the  full  and  faithful  performance  of  its  treaty  stipulations. 

In  the  prejient  case,  certain  persons  in  the  exercise  of  this  "right  of  revolution*^ 
formed  a  conspiracy  against  the  legitimate  government  of  the  State  of  Panama.  In 
pursuance  of  this  conspiracy,  by  force  and  by  fraud  they  captured  an  American  steamer, 
made  prisoners  of  the  officers  and  crew,  and  used  ship  and  crew  as  instruments  in 
their  insurrectionary  movements,  held  both  ship  and  crew  for  sixty-two  days,  and  only 
released  then  when  they  had  served  their  purpose.  This  insurrection  or  revolution 
was  closed  by  a  treaty  made  between  the  legitimate  government  of  Panama  aud  the 
revolutionists,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  State  of  Panama  granted  full  amnesty  to  the 
wrong-doers  for  all  their  acts,  and  assumed  the  responsibility  for  all  damages  arising 
out  of  the  revolution. 

These  facts,  perfectly  within  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  secretary,  evidently  dis- 
tinguish the  present  case  from  simple  crime  committed  by  private  individuals,  and  in- 
vest the  aifair  with  a  public  character,  which  not  only  justices  but  requires  that 
the  matter  shall  be  investigated  and  adjusted  by  diplomatic  channels. 

The  undersigned  is  very  clear  in  bis  opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  national 
government  to  have  protected  the  American  steamer  Montijo  and  her  crew  from  seiz- 
ure; that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  national  government,  after  she  was  seized,  to  have 
rescued  her  and  her  crew  by  whatever  force  was  necessary ;  and  that  these  duties  are 
imposed  upon  Colombia  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  by  the  terms  of  her  own  treaties. 

But  the  national  government  has  failed  to  peiform  these  duties,  whether  from  want 
of  force,  from  misconstruction  of  its  own  i>owers  under  the  law  of  April  16, 1867,  or  from 
simple  negligence  on  the  part  of  its  agents.  The  cause  of  the  failure  appears  to  the 
undersigned  wholly  immaterial ;  the  fact  exists. 

The  government  having  thus  failed  to  protect  or  to  rescue,  the  persons  aggrieved, 
through  their  diplomatic  representatives,  request  the  only  thing  which  is  left,  just 
compensation. 

This  compensation  they  ask  of  the  national  government  with  whom  the  original  con- 
tract was  made  in  the  treaty  of  1848,  and  by  whom  the  breach  of  that  contract  was 
perndtted. 

It  is  not  a  case  of  injury  committedby  private  criminals:  it  has  no  single  element  of 
a  private  nature.  It  is  not  a  case  for  the  courts  under  any  construction  of  public  law 
nor  of  existing  treaties.  For  all  these  reasons,  imperfectly  expressed  as  above,  the  under- 
signed very  respectfully  declines  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honorable  secretary,  that 
recourse  should  be  had  to  the  courts,  and  requests  that  the  htmorable  secretary  would 
have  the  kindness  to  inform  him  as  speedily  as  pos.sible  if  the  views  set  forih  in  his 
dispatch  of  the  date  of  December  27,  1871,  are  the  tinal  and  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
«*xecutive  power  in  this  matter,  as  the  undersigned  in  such  case  is  under  the  necessity 
of  referring  the  whole  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  for  the  action 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  desires  to  do  so  by  the  next  mail. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  high 
consideration  with  which  he  remains,  <&c. 

4  S.  A.  HURLBUT. 
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finclosuro  Kd.  5.] 

Mr,  Hurlbut  to  Mr,  Zapata. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  Januarif  3,  1872. 

The  nndersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  beojs  leave  to 
inquire  of  the  Honorable  Felipe  Zapata,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  for  foreign  rela- 
tions, what  progress^  if  any,  has  been  made  in  the  prosecution  of  the  captors  of  the 
steamer  Montijo. 

The  honorable  secretary  is  aware  that  several  months  have  elapsed  since  instruc- 
tions were  f«>rwarded  under  his  direction  by  the  attorney-general  to  the  proper  officers 
in  the  State  of  Panama,  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  desires  to  know 
fh>m  official  sources  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken. 

The  undersigned  considers  it  his  duty  to  inform  the  honorable  secretary  that  a  very 
yreat  feeling  exists  in  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  that  steamer  and 
the  imprisonment  of  her  officers  and  crew,  and  that  both  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  await  with  anxiety  those  processes  of  law  by  which  the 
malefactors  shall  be  puuitihed  and  the  dignity  of  both  nations  vindicated.  By  a  dis- 
patch recently  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the*  under- 
Higned  is  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Colombian  government  to  this  impor- 
tant affair,  and  to  urge  the  necessity  of  vigorous  prosecution,  without  any  delay  which 
ran  be  avoided,  to  the  point  of  conviction  of  the  offenders. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  state  to  the  honorable  secretary  that  he  has  explained 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  difficulties  which  surround 
the  prosecution  of  this  case  arising  from  the  peculiar  political  and  judicial  system  ol* 
th*^  country,  and  which  embarrass  the  action  of  the  national  government  in  the  matter, 
and  has  also  state4  what  he  fully  believes,  that  the  executive  power  will  to  the  extent  of 
it«  means  of  action,  and  in  good  faith,  endeavor  to  bring  this  matter  fairly  before  th*» 
conrts  of  the  country. 

The  undersigned  renews  the  assurances,  &c.  , 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


[Inclosure  No.  6.] 
Mr,  Zapata  to  Mr.  Hurlbut. 

Bogota,  January  5,  187i{. 

The  undersigne<l,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  for  foreign  relations,  has  the  honor  to 
answer  the  note  which  the  Honorable  General  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  minister  resident  of  the 
United  Stat.e8  of  America,  was  kind  enough  to  address  to  him  on  the  3d  of  the  present 
month,  with  the  object  of  inquiring  into  the  state  in  which  the  prosecution  against  the 
captors  of  the  steamer  Montijo  is  found.  The  government  of  the  union,  as  your  excel- 
lency very  justly  believes,  has  made  use  of  all  its  constitutional  power  to  hasten  the 
progress  of  said  prosecution. 

As  soon  as  the  attorney-general  forwarded  the  proper  documents  to  the  officer  of  the 
same  position  in  the  State  of  Panama,  that  he  might  commence  1?he  proper  preliminary 
examinations,  this  office  nrged  the  government  of  said  State  to  use  all  means  within  its 
power  to  the  end  that  the  proceedings  should  be  pushed  forward  with  all  the  activity 
possible. 

The  same  request  was  renewed  on  the  22d  of  November  and  6th  of  December,  and  in 
repeated  to-day,  as  before,  with  special  charge  to  keep  the  federal  government  ad- 
vised by  each  mail  of  the  progress  of  said  examination,  in  relation  to  which  the  only 
thing  wihch  can  now  with  certainty  be  said  is,  that  the  documents  above  mentioned 
arrived  in  Panama  in  the  beginning  of  October  last,  and  that  the  proceedings  were 
then  about  to  be  commenced.  It  is,  however,  expected  that  the  next  mail  from  the 
Atlantic,  now  soon  to  arrive,  will  bring  more  precise  information  upon  the  particulars, 
which  will  be  at  once  transmitted  to  your  excellency. 

Your  excellency  may  confidently  repeat  to  your  Government  the  assurance  which 
you  have  already  given,  that  the  government  of  Colombia  does  not  and  will  not  spare 
any  effort  within  the  limits  of  its  constitutional  powers  in  order  that  in  the  shortest 
possible  time  the  tribunals  of  the  country  may  render  a  decision  upon  this  question,  a. 
decision  which  the  undersigned  now  assures  your  excellency  will  be  controlled  by  the. 
most  rigid  justice. 

The  undersigned  reiterates  to  yonr  excellency  the  assurances,  &c. 

FELIPE  ZAPATA- 

)9le 
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[Inclosurc  No.  7.  J 

Mr.  Zapata  to  Mr,  Hurlbut, 

Bogota,  January  5,  1872. 

Mr.  Minister:  The  President  of  the  Union  has  considered  with  dne  attention  your 
excellency's  com nninication  bearinji;  daie  the  Ist  of  January,  and  received  the  3d,  relat- 
ing to  the  indemnity  for  losses  and  damages  caused  to  the  owners  and  crew  of  the 
steamer  Montijo,  and  has  commissioned  the  nudei-sigued  to  reply  in  the  terms  which 
he  now  proceeds  to  use. 

Your  excellency  does  not  accept  the  views  entei-tained  by  this  office  in  relation  to  the 
private  nature  of  the  offenses  committed  by  the  captors  of  said  steamer,  and  insist 
that  the  government  of  Colombia  is  responsiide  for  said  losses  and  damages. 

Your  excellency  thinks  proper,  in  snpport  of  your  opinion,  to  set  forth  the  following 
arguments: 

That  the  wrongs  which  gave  origin  to  this  claim  are  of  a  nature  very  distinct  from 
that  of  robbery  and  theft  committed  by  private  criminals  or  simple  malefactors. 

That  the  nctnal  laws  of  Colombia,  or  rather  that  the  law  of  April  16,  1867,  on  public 
order,  by  a  very  strong  implication,  recognize' the  right  of  armed  revolution,  and  by 
the  fact  of  imposing  upon  the  general  government  and  its  agents  a  strict  neutrality, 
give  sanctitm  to  the  disturbances  of  public  order  in  the  States. 

That  so  far  as  regards  foreign  nations,  who  only  deal  with  the  national  government 
and  cannot  enter  into  relations  with  the  governments  of  the  several  States,  this  want 
of  authority  to  restrain  revolutionary  movements  is  ecjuivalcnt  to  sanctioning  them  by 
the  laws  oi'  the  republic,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
nation  for  the  wrongful  acts  which  may  be  committed  during  such  disturbances. 

That  sovereignty  has  an  inherent  right  and  duty  to  protect  its  subjects  and  foreigners 
resident  against  the  loss  of  liberty  and  property,  this  being  an  absolute  attribute 
essential  to  sovereignty,  the  principal  object  f«>r  which  it  is  given,  and  one  of  the  chief 
ends  and  purposes  for  which  government  is  instituted  among  men. 

That  ^hc  lirst  duty  of  all  government's  is  to  maintaiu  peace,  public  order,  and  the 
security  of  life,  liberty,  and  propert^v,  and  that  they  are  resnonsible  for  neglect  or  failure 
so  to  do.  That  this  is  the  case  especially  with  a  government,  if,  after  having  entered  into 
the  most  precise  and  clear  guarantees,  in  treaties,  of  such  rights  in  relation  to  foreign- 
ers, it  should  voluntarily  disarm  itself,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  party,  (»f  the 
very  power  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  fnltill  its  treaty  obligations,  and  should 
place  it«elf  in  the  melancholy  position  of  looking  on  with  folded  arms  in  a  useless 
neutrality,  while  its  own  citizens  execute  acts  in  defiance  of  the  guarantees  given. 

That  the  law  of  April  16,  1861,  is  of  no  value  so  far  as  relates  to  the  lights  and 
privileges  of  foreigners  resident  in  the  country,  acquired  by  prfe-existing  treaties,  and 
can  in  no  manner  relieve  the  national  government  from  the  full  and  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  stipulations  of  such  treaties. 

Your  excellency  then,  limiting  yourself  to  the  case  of  the  Montijo,  states  that  certain 
individuals,  **  making  use  of  this  right  of  revolution,"  formed  a  conspiracy  against  the 
legitimate  government  of  the  State  of  Panama,  and  in  the  course  of  the  same,  by  fraud 
and  by  force,  seized  upon  this  American  steamer  and  imprisoned  her  officers  and  crew, 
using  them  and  holding  them  for  the  fulfillment  of  their  revolutionary  purposes. 

For  the  government  of  Colombia  the  private  nature  of  an  offense  committed  upon 
the  seas  against  individual  property  or  security  c<msists  in  the  fact  of  its  being  exe- 
cuted by  jMjrsons  who  bold  no  commission  nor  public  position  (ojicio  publico)  or  duty, 
and  who  act  as  simple  private  persons. 

To  estimate  the  true  character  of  the  capture  of  the  Montijo  the  executive  power 
has  considered  no  other  documents  than  tho^e  supplied  by  your  excellency  and  annexed 
to  your  note  of  the  5th  of  August  last.  Froui  these  documents  there  result  in  sub- 
stance— 

That  the  vessel  in  question  was  captured  on  the  6th  of  April,  1871,  by  Thomas 
Uerrera,  Domingo,  Diaz,  and  certain  other  individuals,  whom  Captain  Sauuders,  of  the 
Montijo,  hail  received  on  board  in  the  port  of  David  in  the  character  of  passengers. 
That  after  having  taken  possession  of  the  ship  they  held  her  in  their  power  and  made 
use  of  her  until  public  order  was  restored  in  the  State  of  Panama,  meanwhile  keeping 
the  officers  and  crew  on  board,  and  compelling  them  to  work  the  ship  according  to  the 
^ill  of  the  captors. 

The  fact  of  capture  of  the  vessel  took  place  before  its  authors  had  disavowed  the 
authority  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Panama  and  taken  up  arms  against  it. 

"  Neither  Thomas  Herrera,  nor  any  other  persons,"  says  the  deposition  of  John 
Schuber,  '*  had  established  or  proclaimed  any  form  of  provisional  government  until 
after  the  taking  of  David,  and  not  before." 

"The  taking  of  the  city  of  David  took  place  on  the  7th  day  of  April.  Neither 
Herrera,  nor  Diaz,  nor  any  other  person  proclaimed  himself  as  a  revolutionist,  or  in 
arms  against  the  government  of  Panama,  until  after  the  Montijo  was^  captured." — 
(Deposition  of  Hannah  E.  Saunders.)  Digitized  by  CjOC 
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It  resnlts,  then,  that  Herrera  and  his  accomplices  at  the  time  of  seizure  of  the  Montijo 
acted  solely  as  private  individaals,  since  at  that  time  they  had  not  taken  arms  against 
the  Stat4)  goverouient,  and  could  not  he  considered  as  belligerents  in  civil  war  or 
revolutionists. 

The  undersigned  cannot  find  in  this  offense  a  single  eircamstance  which  can  give  it 
that  public  cliaracter  which  yonr  excellency  assigns  in  the  dispatch  of  the  1st  instant. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  waters  in  which  the  ship  was  captured  by  individuals  received 
on  board  as  passengers,,  without  suspicion  of  hostile  intent,  belongs  exclnsively  to  the 
federal  government. 

If  after  the  crime  was  committed,  and  by  advantages  thereby  gained,  its  authors 
made  a  revolution  against  the  scHstional  government  of  Panama,  can  that  circumstance 
change  the  nature  of  the  offense  previously  committed  in  another  jurisdiction  f 

It  is  certain  that  the  law  of  public  order,  cite<l  by  your  excellency,  imposes  upon  the 
federal  government  the  duty  of  preserving  neutrality  iu  the  domestic  struggles  within 
the  States,  but  it  can  by  no  means  be  understood  that  the  law  or  the  government 
recognize  in  such  revolutionists  of  a  State  the  power  of  exercising  belligerent  rights 
in  a  territ'Ory  subject  to  the  national  jurisdictitm. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  character  of  the  revolution  headed  by  Thomas 
Herreni,  his  acts  performed  iu  the  waters  of  the  nation  can  be  considered  in  no  other 
light  than  personal  acts,  for  which  he  and  his  accomplices  are  responsible  before  the 
judicial  pf>wer  of  the  nation. 

Where  yonr  excellency  can  find  nothing  bnt  an  act  of  a  public  character,  to  which 
the  law  of  I6th  April,  1867,  has  given  origin,  the  undersigned  perceives  two  acts 
entirely  distinct. 

Certain  passengers  on  a  foreign  ship,- engaged  in  legitimate  commerce,  by  wrongful 
use  of  force  take  possession  of  her  in  Colouibian  waters,  deprive  the  owner  and  crew 
of  their  liberty,  and,  doing  violence  to  their  persons,  navigate  in  open  sea  in  the  cap- 
tured ship.  Tliis  is  a  most  serious  crime  against  the  law  of  this  country  and  inter- 
national law,  a  crime  the  punishment  of  which  appertains  to  the  federal  authority. 
The  samt)  individunls  afterward  einph>y  the  captured  ship  to  make  a  revolution  against 
the  government  of  Panama,  which  was  ended  by  agreement  between  the  contending 
parties.  This  is  another  act  purely  local,  which  may  be  tolerated  by  the  law  of  public 
order,  but  iu  nothing  changes  the  character  of  the  crime  committed  against  the  per- 
sons or  property  of  American  citizens. 

Can  the  fact  that  the  captors  of  the  Montijo  afterwards  carried  on  a  political  move- 
ment in  the  State  of  Panama  iu  any  way  alter  the  nature  of  the  violent  acts  by  them 
previously  committed  t 

A  similar  case  to  that  of  the  Montijo,  which  occurred  in  Chili  at  the  end  of  1851, 
may  serve  to  illustrate  the  diff«rence  wliich  exists  between  violent  acts  committed 
upK>n  the  sea  against  persons  and  property  of  foreigners,  and  the  failure  to  protect  the 
same  on  account  of  mutinies  or  popular  revolts. 

In  the  course  of  a  revolution  headed  by  General  Cruz,  a  government  official  who  com- 
manded the  garrison  of  Punta  Arenas,  led  off  the  force  into  insurrection,  and  violently 
took  possession  of  two  foreign  ships,  one  American,  the  Florida,  the  other  English,  the 
Eliza  CoruiHh — although  these  ships  had  b«-eu  taken  for  the  service  of  the  msurrec- 
tion,  the  Admiral  Moresby,  commanding  the  British  naval  station,  recaptured  the  ships, 
and  delivered  the  original  captors  to  the  anthorities  of  Chili. 

These  facts  having  come  before  the  English  admiralty,  for  the  pnrpose  of  obtaining 
a  certificate  to  reclaim  prize-money.  Dr.  Lusbingtou,  jndge  of  this  high  tribunal, 
decided  among  other  things  the  following  principles  in  his  inasterlv  decision: 

That  the  act«  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  ships  aforesaid  ought  to  be  considered 
piratical,  ard  in  no  manner  connected  with  insurrection  or  rebellion. 

That  although  the  acts  were  not  committed  on  the  high  seas,  the  court  of  admiralty 
considers  that  the  possession  of  such  vessels  on  the  sea,  by  the  same  individuals  who 
bad  seized  them,  was  a  piratical  possession,  and  the  having  navigated  with  them  on 
the  high  sea  an  act  of  piracy. 

That  from  the  power  which  insurgents  or  rebels  of  a  country  might  possess,  of  com- 
mitting acts  of  hostility  against  their  own  government,  it  does  not  follow  that  they 
cannot  commit  piratical  acts  against  the  subjects  of  other  countries. 

And  finally,  that  acts  of  piracy  constitute  pirates  without  its  being  necessary  to  ex- 
amine if  the  individuals  who  commit  such  acts  intended  to  do  so  indiscriminately. 

The  capture  of  the  Florida  and  the  Eliza  Cornish  was  not  performed  by  simple  indi- 
viduals received  on  board  as  passengers,  but  by  the  forces  or  a  revolution  which  held 
authority  from  the  chiefs  of  the  insurrection,  and  notwithstanding  such  capture  was 
held  to  be  piratical,  and  the  undersigned  has  no  knowledge  that  any  responsibility 
was  ever  sought  to  be  charged  upon  the  government  of  Chili  for  such  acts. 

Your  excellency  has  considered  that  the  captors  of  the  Montijo  were  a  party  of 
pirates,  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  requests  that  they  may 
be  punished  as  such.  The  undersigned  cannot  decide  what  was  the  crime  committed, 
inasmuch  as  that  is  the  exclusive  attribute  of  the  judicial  power.    But  in  considering 


152  FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

the  last  reclamation  made  by  your  excellency,  it  was  imperative  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  one  first  made,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  terms  of  both;  for,  if  the  captois 
of  the  Mnntijo  were  pirates,  as  the  Government  you  so  worthily  represent  believes 
them  to  be,  their  acts  have  no  public  character,  and  are  mere  common  crimes. 

The  nndei*8igned  does  not  believe  that  any  nation  can  beheld  responsible  for  piracies 
committed  by  its  subjects,  or  committed  within  its  waters,  when  it  has  neitlier  encour- 
aged them  nor  made  itself  culpable  by  tolerating  the  offense.  If  the  Montijo  was  captured 
by  pirates,  the  duty  of  the  nation  is  to  punish  them  with  all  rigor  for  their  crimes,  and, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  captured  property,  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
United  States  determines  what  ought  to  be  done  in  such  cases.  It  sa\s,  (Article  10, 
treaty  of  1848:)  "The  executive  power  has  not  understood  the  Maw  of  public  order,^ 
in  6uch  manner  that  he  could  permit  a  failure  of  protection  necessary  to  the  security 
of  foreigners  in  domestic  struggles.  Thus,  when  notice  was  received  of  the  Panama 
revolution,  the  commander  of  the  national  forces  stationed  in  Panama  was  ordered  to 
give  due  ])rotection  to  the  persons  and  property  there  situate,  under  the  guarantee  of 
public  treaties,  giving  eflScacy  to  the  liberty  of  neutral  strangers,  and  respect  to  their 
property.  The  Montijo  could  not  have  been  captured  and  returned  immediately  to 
her  owners,  for  your  excellency  knows  that  the  nation  has  no  marine  f«»rce,  and  it 
cannot  be  .asked  that  equal  security  be  given  on  sea  as  on  land,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  crimes  committed  against  the  security  of  ships  and  their  crews  are  considered  so 
much  more  serious,  because  it  is  more  difficult  to  give  them  effective  protection." 

Now  as  t-o  the  treaty  by  which  the  revolution  of  Panama  terminated,  and  which  your 
excellency  mentions  to  show  that  the  government  of  Panama  conceded  by  its  complete 
amnesty  for  all  the  acts  executed  during  the  disturbance  of  public  order  and  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  the  damages  caused,  the  undersigned  is  bound  to  state  that  such 
treaty  cannot  have  and  does  not  have  any  effect  whatever,  except  in  regard  to  those 
matters  within  the  junsdiction  of  the  stat«,  and  is  wholly  ineffective  so  far  as  refers 
to  matters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  govennnent  as  are  crimes  committed 
within  the  waters  of  the  nation.  The  opinions  expressed  in  the  present  note,  and  in 
the  one  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  direct  to  your  excellency  on  the  27th 
day  of  December  last,  express  the  determination  of  the  executive  power  in  relation  to 
this  reclamation,  and  as  your  excellency  announces  that  if  this  republic  insists  upon 
such  decision,  you  must  submit  the  matter  to  the  consideration  of  your  government. 

The  President  of  the  Union  has  sent  proper  instructions  to  the  re]>re8entative  of  the 
nation  at  Washington,  to  the  end  that  if  the  Cabinet  at  Washington  shall  judge  it 
convenient  so  to  do,  the  affair  may  be  further  discussed  in  that  city. 

With  seBtiments,  &c. 

FELIPE  ZAPATA. 


Incloanre  No.  8.]  • 

Laiw  in  relation  to  ptihlic  order. 

Article  1.  When  in  any  of  the  States  any  portion  whatever  of  the  citizens  shall 
rise,  with  the  object  of  overthrowing  the  existing  government  and  organizing  another, 
the  government  of  the  Union  is  bound  to  observe  the  most  strict  neutrality  between 
the  belligerent  parties. 

Article  2.  During  the  continuance  of  civil  war  in  any  State,  the  government  of  the 
Union  shall  maintain  relations  with  the  constitutional  government  nutil  its  authority 
shall  cease  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  entire  territory,  and  shall  recognize  the  new 
government  and  enter  into  official  relations  with  it  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  been  organ- 
ized, in  accordance  with  the  first  paragraph  of  the  eighth  article^f  the  constitution. 

Article  3.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  conflicting  with  the  present  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Approved,  &c.,  &c.,  April  16,  1H67. 

True  translation : 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


No.  94. 
Mr,  Hurlbut  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  74.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  January  16, 1872.     (Received  March  2.) 
Sir:  I  inclose  copy  of  my  final  note  to  Sefior  Zapata  of  the  9th  in- 
stant.   To  this  I  have  received  a  reply  stating  that  instructions  have 
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been  forwarded  to  Senor  Perez  for  the  conduct  of  the  matter  at  Wash- 
ington. I  hardly  see  what  more  is  left  to  be  argued.  There  is  a  de- 
mand and  a  refusal,  and  one  party  or  the  other  must  yield.  I  venture 
to  express  the  wish  that  the  final  decisipn  of  this  matter  may  be  com- 
municated through  me  to  the  Colombian  government,  as  it  was  com- 
menced by  me. 

Yours,  &c., 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


[Incloftnre.] 

Mr.  Hurlbut  to  Mr.  Zapata, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  January  9,  1872. 

The  nndersigned  acknowledges- the  receipt  of  the  two  notes  of  the  honorable  secre- 
tarv  of  the  interior  and  for  foreign  relations,  bearing  date  of  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1H7'2. 

He  has  forwarded  the  entire  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  pecnniary  damages 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  for  such  final  action  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable.  Although  the  transaction  is  now  out  of  the  hands  of  the  undersigned,  and 
in  the  control  of  superior  authority,  he  deems  it  proper  to  reply  to  the  note  of  the  5th 
<»f  January,  that  his  silence  may  not  be  accepted  as  an  agreement  with  the  positions 
th«*reiu  stated. 

The  principal  point  of  diflference  between  the  undersigned  and  the  honorable  secre- 
t^iry  appears  to  be  as  to  the  character  borne  by  Herrera  and  others  at  the  time  of  the 
c;iptHre  of  the  Montijo.  The  honorable  secretary  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  these 
parties  did  not  assume  the  character  of  revolutionists  until  the  proclamation  of  the 
provisional  government.  In  other  words,  he  seems  to  think  that  it  is  the  declaration  of 
the  parties,  not  their  acta,  which  constitutes  them  in  revolution.  If  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  the  honorable  secretary  is  true,  that  the  capture  of  the  Montijo  was  not  a  revolu- 
tionary act,  because  no  revolution  had  been  proclaimed,  then  the  capture  of  the  city 
of  David,  which  equally  took  place  before  the  proclamation,  was  not  a  revolutionary 
act. 

The  purpose  and  intent  of  all  acts  are  properly  derived  from  the  acts  themselves, 
which  are  more  expressive  and  more  honest  than  declarations. 

Does  the  honorable  secretary  or  any  one  else  for  a  moment  believe  that  the  persons 
who  captured  the  Montijo  would  have  done  so,  except  for  the  purposes  of  a  revolution 
in  which  this  ship  was  to  be  an  instrument  ?  Does  t^e  honorable  secretary  believe 
that  men  of  the  intelligence  and  social  position  of  the  leaders  of  this  insurrection 
would  have  ventured  upon  the  dangerous  experimerjt  of  violating  the  American  flag 
if  they  had  not  believed  themselves  "  belligerents  "  and  protected  under  the  law  of 
"  public  order  "  as  such  ? 

It  is  of  no  consequence  whether  that  belief  was  well  founded  or  not.  No  man  can 
donbt  that  such  was  the  belief  of  the  capturing  party.  This  ship  was  perfectly  known 
to  be  navigating  these  waters  under  contract  with  the  government  of  Panama,  by 
which  contract  that  government  had  the  right  to  use  her  services  if  necessary  for  such 
purposes  as  they  pleased. 

Thus  the  capture  of  the  ship  was  piratical  as  regards  the  United  States  of  America, 
criminal  as  regards  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  but  simply  a  belligerent  act  as  re- 
gards the  State  of  Panama,  under  the  law  of  April  16,  1867. 

It  was  a  skillful  strategic  movement  on  the  part  of  the  revolutionists  by  which  they 
not  only  obtained  the  control  of  the  ship  for  warlike  purposes,  but  at  tiie  same  time 
deprived  the  constitutional  government  of  Panama  of  a  powerful  instrument  of  oflPense 
and  defense  which  they  were  lawfully  entitled  to  use.  In  the  highest  point  of  view  it 
was  a  belligerent  act  as  regards  the  State  of  Panama. 

The  honorable  secretary  thinks  he  perceives  an  irreconcilable  contradiction  between 
the  two  demands  made  by  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  has  great  pleasure  in  referring  the  honorable  secretary  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  venerable  Dr.  Lushmgton,  quoted  by  him,  that  it  is  entirely  possible  for 
parties  to  be  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  acts  *' rebels  against  their  own  government 
and  pirates  as  against  foreign  subjects."  The  one  crime  by  no  means  excludes  the 
other;  on  the  contrary,  one  is  the  consequence  of  the  other.  Rebellion  against  con- 
stituted authority  nearly  always  brings  these  kindred  crimes  in  the  train  of  evils,  and 
those  who  defy  the  legitimate  authority  of  their  own  state  or  nation  are  not  likely  to 
respect  the  rights  of  foreign  subjects,  or  of  a  foreign  nation,  especially  when  the  prop- 
erty of  such  foreigners  can  be  eminently  useful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  insurrectionary 

movement. 
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The  niideraij^ned  is  not  prepared  to  admit  or  deny  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
honorable  sfcretary,  that  in  all  local  revolutions  the  navigable  waters  of  the  country 
as  exclusively  of  national  jurisdiction  must  be  respected  by  the  revolutionists.  His 
information  is  that  such  has  not  been  the  case  in  past  times,*  nor  can  he  see  in  the  law 
of  April  15,  1867,  any  such  limitation. 

The  failure  to  recapture  the  Montijo  for  two  months  while  she  was  thus  navigatinc 
these  waters  of  ^'exclusive  national  jurisdiction,'' and  almost  in  si^ht  of  the  national 
forces  in  Panama,  is  souj^ht  to  be  excused  by  the  honorable  secretary  by  the  want  of 
'*  marine  force."  The  undersigned  fully  btdieves  that  a  firm  and  peremptory  demand 
by  the  national  authorities  upon  the  revolutionists  for  the  surrender  of  the  ship  would 
have  been  respected  and  obeyed  by  them.  No  such  demand  was  made,  nor  can  the 
undersigned  consider  for  a  moment  as  valid  the  excuse  of  want  of  force.  A  nation  is 
bound  to  have  force  enough  to  vindicate  it«  authority  and  to  preserve  public  order. 

The  undersigned  cannot  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  revolutionists  themselves,  the 
government  of  Panama,  and  the  agents  of  the  federal  government  in  that  State,  all 
considered  the  Herrera  party  as  acting  in  the  whole  matter  in  the  exercise  of  a  "  right 
of  revolution,"  which  gave  them  the  character  of  belligerents  under  the  laws  of  Co- 
lombia. In  no  other  way  can  the  undersigne<l  account  for  the  remarkable  inactivity  of 
the  agents  of  the  federal  government  during  this  huig  period  of  time,  and  for  the  sin- 
gular fact,  that,  although  this  capture  took  place  early  in  April,  1871,  no  action  was 
taken  by  the  general  government  for  the  prosecution  of  the  criminals  until  after  the 
demand  made  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  through  the  undersigned,  on 
the  5th  of  August,  1871. 

The  uudersigued  is  well  aware  that  the  questions  raised  in  this  case  are  likely  to 
give  rise  to  very  important  discussions  of  principles  which  ought  to  be  definitely  set- 
tled ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason,  and  from  his  anxious  desire  that  all  causes  of  discord  may 
be  eliminated,  that  he  has  written  the  present  dispatch,  although  the  subject-matter  has 
been  removed  from  his  personal  control. 

He  begs  the  honorable  secretary  to  believe  ihat  in  this  he  is  actuated  by  the  highest 
feelings  of  regard  to  the  genuine  jirosperity  and  proper  positicm  of  the  United  St^ates 
of  Colombia.  He  finds  from  the  examination  of  the  archives  of  his  legation  that 
almost  the  only  source  of  controversy  between  the  two  republics  has  been  for  injuries 
suffered  by  American  citizens  in  these  disturbances  of  peace  and  public  onler,  either 
local  to  the  States  or  general  to  the  nation.  He  believes  that  the  archives  of  his  col- 
leagues of  the  diplomatic  corps  will  show  a  siuiilar  state  of  things. 

If,  then,  the  discussion  of  this  affair  shall  tend  to  the  establishment  of  such  princi- 
ples and  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  may  remove  this  element  of  discord  from  the 
intercoui'se  between  the  two  republics,  more  clearly  define  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
either,  and  more  promptly  and  effectually  punish  all  invasion  of  such  rights,  the  under- 
signed will  feel  that  a  great  good  has  beeu  accomplished,  and  that  the  feelings  of  amity 
which  have  hitherto  existed  between  the  nations  will  prevail  also  among  their  respect- 
ive citizens  and  show  themselves  in  the  cordial  and  respectful  recognition  of  mutual 
rights.  * 

With,  &c., 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


No.  95. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  76.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  February  7,  1872.    (Received  March  22.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  55. 
The  demand  for  pecuniary  damages  in  the  case  of  the  Montijo  having 
beeu  expressly  declined  by  the  government  of  Colombia,  and  the  whole 
matter  remitted  by  me  to  the  Department  of  State  in  my  dispatch  No. 
73,  there  is  no  negotiation  pending  in  this  legation  in  reference  to 
the  question  of  damages. 

On  the  3d  of  this  month  I  received  a  communication  from  Senor 
Zapata,  informing  me  that  the  judge  of  first  instance  in  Panama 
charged  with  the  criminal  examination  against  Herrera  and  Diaz  had 
issued  a  supersedeas  *'  auto  de  sobreseimiento,^  the  effect  of  which,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  to  stay  all  proceedings  in  the  matter.  ^->From  ^this 
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decision  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the  supreme  court  now  in  session, 
and  we  are  now  awaiting  its  decision.  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  court  below  stopped  the  proceedings,  and  have 
not  taken  any  special  pains  to  inquire,  as  the  government  is  fully 
informed  of  our  views  and  has  repeatedly  pledged  itself  to  vigorous 
prosecution. 

I  iun,  &Cm 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


No.  96. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Rurlbut 

[Extract.] 

No.  59.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  20,  1872. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  73,  of  the  6th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Montijo,  has  been  received.  The  course  of  that  government 
seems  to  show  a  disposition  on  its  part  to  deny  that  justice  which  we 
have  a  right  to  expect.  There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  attempt 
to  prosecute  the  offenders  for  the  piratical  seizure  of  that  vessel.  Though 
that  act  may  have  been  the  initiatory  step  in  the  insurrection,  the  seiz- 
ure was  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  instrument  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  and  the  Colombian  government,  by  ultimately  compounding 
with  the  felons,  may  be  assumed  to  have  adopted  and  to  have  made 
itself  accountable  for  their  acts  so  far  as  these  may  have  done  injury  to 
the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Eeparation 
must  be  sought  in  some  direction.  ♦♦»♦»♦ 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  97. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Hurlbut. 

No.  60.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February  26,  1872. 

Sir:  Upon  further  consideration  of  the  case  of  the  Montijo  in  con- 
nection with  your  dispatch  No.  73,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  might 
be  advisable,  before  determining  upon  the  course  which  this  Government 
ought  to  adopt  in  view  of  the  denial  of  its  accountability  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Colombia,  to  give  that  government  an  opportunity  to  review  its 
determination. 

You  will  consequently  inform  that  government  of  this  disposition  on 
our  part ;  that  we  have  no  interest  in  being  at  variance  with  Colombia, 
no  feeling  other  than  a  friendly  one  for  her,  but  that  we  cannot  forego 
the  duty  of  requiring  her,  as  an  independent  power,  to  discharge  her 
obligations  as  such  to  the  United  States  and  their  citizens. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH.  , 
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No.  98. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Hurlhut. 

No.  62.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  5,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  No.  74,  of 
the  ICth  of  January  last,  inclosing  your  reply  to  Sefior  Zapata's  notes 
of  the  5th  of  that  month,  on  the  subject  of  the  Montijo  case.  On  the 
26th  ultimo  I  addressed  you  an  instruction  (No.  60)  upon  this  subject. 
[  have  now  to  inform  you  that  a  few  days  since  Mr.  Perez  called  on  me 
saying  that  he  was  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  United  States 
Government  are  willing  to  continue  the  discussion  of  the  Montijo  ques- 
tion here  in  Washington. 

I  replied  in  the  negative,  unless  the  Colombian  government  were  pre- 
pared to  make  a  proposal  for  a  settlement  sufficiently  comprehensive  to 
include  an  apology  or  atonement  for  the  act,  and  indemnitication  to 
private  owners,  but  that  we  do  not  desire  to  transfer  the  discussion 
from  Bogota  to  Washington.  I  told  Mr.  Perez  you  had  received  a  reply 
from  the  Colombian  government,  which  assumed  to  be  final,  but  was 
wholly  unsatisfactory  to  this  Government.  I  added,  that  before  resort- 
ing to  such  proceedings  as  may  ultimately  become  necessary,  you  are 
instructed  to  ask  a  reeonsideration,  by  the  Colombian  government,  of 
its  last  communication. 

Mr.  Perez  expressed  satisfaction  that  an  opportunity  is  given  to  re- 
consider the  question,  and  said  that  the  time  is  favorable,  as  the  Colom- 
bian congress  is  now  in  session.  He  asked  what  course  this  Govern- 
ment would  pursue  in  case  there  be  no  change  of  position  on  the 
part  of  Colombia.  I  said  that  I  was  not  prepared  at  that  time  to  an- 
swer this  question  fully,  but  intimated  as  one  thing  that  might  proba- 
bly become  necessary,  notice  on  our  part  to  terminate  the  treaty  which 
guarantees  the  isthmus,  and  said  that  it  was  not  expedient  at  present 
to  discuss  what  other  measures  we  might  be  obliged  to  adopt. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  99. 
Mr,  Hxirlhut  to  Mr,  Fish, 

May  4,  1872.     (Received  May  6.) 
Sir  :    On  arriving  at  Aspinwall  I  found  the  steamer  Virginius  still 
blockaded  by  the  Spanish  man-of-w^ar  Pizarro. 

Bourne,  the  captain  of  the  Virginius,  applied  to  me  for  prot^ection. 
Correoso,  the  President  of  Panama,  also  informed  me  that  the  neutral- 
ity of  Colombian  waters  was  threate^ned,  and  applied,  both  in  capacity 
of  President  of  the  State  and  agent  of  the  national  government,  for  aid, 
in  case  it  should  be  required.  On  investigation  I  can  find  no  offense 
provable  against  the  steamer,  other  than  running  the  blockade  to  Cuba 
from  Venezuela. 

Both  Colombia  and  Venezuela  have  recognized  the  Cubans  as  bel- 
ligerents. r^^r^^A^ 
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The  United  States  ship  of  war  Kansas  arrived  at  Aspinwall  shortly 
before  my  departure,  and  T  considered  it  n»y  duty,  on  consultation  with 
Consul  Perry,  to  request  the  couimanding  officer  of  that  ship  to  await 
the  arrival  of  the  mail-steamer  from  New  York,  due  25th  or  26th  April, 
and  in  case  no  other  instructions  should  come  by  her,  or  by  theAVy- 
omin<;,  to  convey  the  Virgiuius  to  sea,  out  of  reach  of  the  blockadiug- 
vessel.  That  communication,  in  writing,  I  had  not  time  to  copy  for  the 
Department  before  my  xieparture,  but  requested  Mr.  Perry  to  send  it 
forward.  I  presume  a  copy  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment by  Captain  White. 

I  do  not  believe  the  Spaniard  will  attempt  violence  under  the  guns  of 
the  Kansas.  If  he  does,  he  ought  to  be  punished ;  and  1  have  no  doubt 
he  will  be. 

It  appeared  to  nje  to  be  a  plain  duty  to  address  the  official  request 
which  I  did  to  Captain  White  of  the  Kansas,  and  I  think  he  will  be 
governed  by  it. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  A.  HUKLBtJT, 
United  States  Minister. 


No.  100. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Belvedere,  Illinois, 
May  25, 1872.    (Received  May  2fr.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  my  communication  on  the 
subject  of  the  Virginius,  addressed  to  Captain  Edwin  White,  of  the 
Unit<»d  States  ship  Kansas,'in  Aspinwall. 

I  am  informed,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Perry,  United  States  consul,  that 
the  Virginius  went  to  sea  on  the  2Gth  May,  escorted  by  the  Kansas,  and 

followed  out  at  a  safe  distance  by  the  Spanish  man  of- war  Pizarro. 

******* 

Mr.  Perry  has  probably  reported  in  full  to  the  Department 
I  earnestly  hope  that  Congress  may  give  the  Navy  ships  enough  to 
answer  our  pressing  necessities. 

I  am,  &c.,  

S.  A.  HUELBTJT. 


[Inolotare.] 
Mr.  HurUmi  to  Mr.  White. 

Colon,  April  23, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  Virginins,  an  American  mercbant-Bteamer,  lies  in  this  port  nearly  ready 
for  sea.  It  is  understood  that  the  Spanish  man-of-war  Pizarro  is  watching  her,  and 
her  commander  is  believed  to  have  orders  to  detain  her  in  this  port  or  capture  her  in 
case  of  departure. 

I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  definitely  the  offenses  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  the  Virginins.  The  only  tangible  matter  capable  of  proof  appears  to  be  that  she 
ran  the  blockade  of  Cuba  with  an  armed  party  of  Cuban  revolutionists,  and  a  eargo  of 
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mnnitionB  proceeding  from  some  port  in  Venezaelai  and  making  a  landing  in  the  e  ast- 
ern department  of  Caba.    This  was  during  the  past  year. 

The  law,  as  I  understand  it,  is,  that  although  the  ship  during  such  voyage  was  It  able 
to  capture,  and  conld  not  and  would  not  be  reclaimed  by  the  United  States,  that  such 
liability  ceases  when  tlie  unlawful  voyage  has  l>een  completed,  and  that  no  taint  at- 
tach^ to  the  ship  which  will  in  any  way  justify  forcible  seizure  and  detention  by  Span- 
ish cruisers. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  if  the  ship  presents  herself  in  a  neutral  port,  with  her  papers 
in  regular  form,  it  caunot  be  permitted  that  she  should  be  captured  in  such  neutral 
waters  nor  upon  the  high  seas  for  a  past  act  of  blockade-running.  Especially  is  this 
to  be  considered  the  rule  in  the  waters  of  the  Isthmus,  for  by  treaty  between  Colombia 
and  the  United  States  we '' guarantee  the  neutrality  of  the  Isthmus  and  the  sovereignty 
of  Colombia  over  it/'  and  Colombia  more  than  a  year  since  acknowledged  the  Cuban 
revolutionists  as  bellifforents. 

It  is  expected  by  Air.  Perry.  United  States  consul  in  this  place,  that  instructions 
will  reach  him  by  the  next  mail,  on  this  question,  or  perhaps  earlier  by  the  Wyoming. 
Those  instructions,  if  received,  will  remove  all  difficulty.  If,  however,  they  shoula 
not  arrive  before  your  departure,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  your  duty,  if  I  may  be  permitted 
so  to  say,  to  see  the  Virginins  clear  of  possible  interruption  from  the  Pizarro,  her  papers 
being  of  course  in  complete  order. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  fa<^  of  the  long  detention  of  this  steamer  in  Colom- 
bian waters  ander  surveillance  of  the  Spanish  navy  has  iignred  our  national  reputa- 
tion. 

I  do  not  admit  it  to  be  an  offense  against  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
charter  a  steamer  for  the  purpose  named,  from  Venezuela  to  Cuba;  it  certainly  is  not 
an  offense  for  which  Spain  is  entitled  to  capture  the  steamer  except  in  the  act.  Nor  is 
an  American  to  be  forcibly  detained  in  neutral  friendly  waters  upon  any  mere  sus- 
picion. When  she  is  read^  for  sea,  cleared  in  proper  form,  shft  is  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Navy  from  insult  or  force. 

For  these  reasons,  in  case  no  instructions  arrive  by  the  New  York  steamer,  nor  by 
the  Wyoming,  from  superior  authority,  I  request  you,  as  the  senior  officer  of  the  Navy 
present,  to  see  that  the  Virginins  is  not  subjected' to  any  unlawful  exercise  of  force  on 
the  part  of  the  Piznrro.  At  the  same  time  I  recommend  both  to  yourself  and  Mr. 
Perry  that  she  be  not  permitted  to  leave  this  port  until  afbor  the  arrival  at  least  of  the 
New  York  steamer.  The  commandant  of  the  Pizarro  states  to  me  in  a  note  that  the 
Spanish  government  has  requested  of  the  United  States  to  send  this  steamer  home  for 
trial  before  our  courts,  a  request  which  will  undoubtedly  have  been  granted  if  any 
basis  has  been  shown  for  the  request,  and  the  answer  to  which,  if  such  request  has  been 
made,  must  be  due  by  the  next  arrival  from  Now  York. 

As  the  captain  of  the  Virginius  has  appealed  to  me  for  protection,  I  feel  compelled 
to  give  you  my  views  as  above,  and  to  place  the  affair  where  it  properly  belongs,  in 
the  bands  of  that  service  whose  paramount  duty  is  the  protection  or  American  com- 
merce. 

I  have,  d[^., 

STEPHEN  A.  HURLBUT, 
Minuter  Besideni  United  Slates  of  America, 


COSTA    RICA. 

No.  101. 
Mr.  Blair  to  Mr.  Fish. 


No.  103.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  JosSj  Costa  Rica^  October  10, 1871.  (Eeceived  Nov.  16.) 
Sir  :  By  virtue  of  a  decree  of  the  President,  au  election  has  been  held 
for  deputies  to  form  a  constituent  assembly.  But  very  little  interest 
was  manifested  in  the  result.  Several  of  the  deputies.  I  am  informed, 
received  only  two  or  three  votes  each.  Those  opposed  to  the  govern- 
ment took  no  part  whatever  in  the  election.  They  say  that  they  cannot 
support  the  government,  and  to  do  anything  against  the  policy  of  the 
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government  would  resnlt  in  their  banishment  from  the  country.  I 
regret  to  my  that  a  majority  of  the  solid  men  of  the  country  are  of  this 
number.  I  know  of  several  who  will  leave  the  country  in  the  spring,  and 
settle  in  California. 

The  country  at  present  is  tranquil,  and  I  think  will  remain  so  for  some 
time  to  come,  as  the  government  has  the  confidence  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  who  set  ifp  and  knock  down  presidents  at  pleasure.  The  con- 
stituent assembly  meets  on  the  15th  of  this  month.  The  object  for 
which  it  iwS  called  does  not  seem  to  be  clearly  defined.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  it  will  authorize  the  President  to  negotiate  a  new  loan 
for  railroad  purposes,  and  perhaps  form  a  new  constitution. 
I  have,  &c., 

JACOB  B.  BLAIR. 


Ko.  102. 

Mr.  Blair  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  120.]  ■  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  JosSy  Costa  Bica,  February  13,  1872.     (Received  March  2.) 

Sir  :  The  constituent  assembly,  elected  some  time  since  to  form  a  con- 
stitution for  Costa  Rica,  having  finished  its  labors,  has  adjourned. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  in  what  essential  particular  the  new  differs  from 
the  old  constitution.  It  is  true  that  the  term  of  the  president  is  fixed 
in  the  former  at  four  instead  of  three  years,  as  in  the  latter. 

This  change,  however,  cannot  be  regarded  as  of  much  importance,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  Costa  Rica  has  bad  no  less  than  four  Presidents 
in  the  last  four  years.  According  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  consti- 
tution, on  the  first  day  of  the  coming  month,  (March,)  electors,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  meet  on  the  first  Sunday  in  April  next,  and  choose  a 
President,  are  to  be  elected. 

It  is  as  well  known  now  that  President  Guardia  will  be  his  own 
successor  as  it  will  be  on  the  first  Sunday  in  April  next.  Nothing  but 
his  death  or  a  revolution  can  or  will  change  the  result. 

As  life  is  always  uncertain,  the  former  might  occur  ^  the  present  situa- 
tion of  things  forbids  the  idea  that  the  latter  can  take  place. 

President  Guardia  has,  I  believe,  the  entire  confidence  of  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  the  military  of  the  country,  and  the  chief  officers  of  the  military 
of  the  country  will  take  care  that  the  people  have  President  Guardia  a« 
their  next  President. 

The  fact  is,  that  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  against  the  policy  of 
the  present  government  are  watched  by  day  and  by  night }  every  word 
they  utter,  however  trivial,  every  act,  however  unimportant,  is  commu- 
nicated at  once  to  the  President,  and  the  alleged  offender  must  make 
satisfactory  explanation,  or  be  banished  the  country.  This,  I  presume, 
has  always  been  more  or  less  the  rule  in  all  the  Central  and  South 
Amencan  states.  It  is  thought,  however,  by  a  good  many  people  here, 
that  the  rule  is  a  little  more  stringent  under  the  present  government 
than  ever  before  in  Costa  Rica.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this  stat^.  of  things, 
in  connection  with  the  general  policy  of  the  government,  has  disgusted 
to  such  an  extent  some  of  the  most  intelligent  and  wealthy  citizens  of 
the  country  that  they  have  sold  their  proi)erty,  and  will,  in  April  next, 
take  up  their  residence  in  the  State  of  California,  and  become  perma- 
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iient  citizens  of  the  United  States.    They,  with  their  families,  number 
between  titty  and  sixty  persons,  cand  represent  over  $l,00l),006  capital. 
I  have,  &c., 

JACOB  B.  BLAIR. 


No.  103. 

Mr.  Blair  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  122.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

iSan  Jose^  Costa  Rica^  February  23, 1872.     (Received  April  2.) 

Sir:  In  an  interview  1  had  with  President  Guardia,  on  yesterday,  he 
informed  me  of  the  object  of  his  late  visits  to  the  republic  of  Nicaragua. 

It  appears  that  some  English  capitalists  have  made  a  proposition  to 
the  government  of  Nicaragua  to  construct  an  interoceanic  canal  across 
that  country,  and  inasmuch  as  a  part  of  the  territory-  of  Costa  Rica 
will  have  to  be  used  in  the  event  of  its  construction,  the  President  of 
Costa  Rica  was  invited  by  the  President  of  Nicaragua  to  a  conference  on 
the  subject. 

President  (luardia  informed  me  that  both  governments  were  fully 
convinced  of  the  practicability  of  the  enterprise,  agreed  as  to  its  neces- 
sity, would  co-operate  to  secure  its  accomplishment,  and  that  immediate 
iUJtion  would  be  taken  to  insure  the  inauguration  of  this  work  at  the 
earliest  possible  period. 

The  President  appeared  very  anxious  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  should  undertake  the  work,  for,  siiid  he,  it  should  be  an 
American  enterprise.  After  my  interview  with  President  Guardia,  I 
hiul  a  short  interview  with  Mr.  Montufar,  secretary  of  foreign  relations. 
He  also  referred  to  the  proposed  canal,  and  informed  me  that  his  gov- 
ernment would,  by  the  first  post,  write  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  invoke  its  serious  and  immediate  attention  to  the  matter. 
He  also  expressed  a  wish  that  1  would,  without  delay,  urge  my  Govern- 
ment to  take  immediate  action  to  secure  the  right  to  construct  said 
canal.  1  promised  him  to  do  so,  and  reminded  him  that  my  Government 
had  always  tiiken  a  deep  interest  in  the  project  of  connecting  the  At- 
lantic auil  Pacific  Oceans  by  means  of  a  canal,  and  that  his  government 
might  rest  assured  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would 
most  gladly  receive  and  seriously  consider  anything  his  government 
might  feel  disposed  to  suggest  relative  to  such  an  undertaking. 

That  this  great  work,  when  commenced,  should  be  an  American  enter- 
prise, it  seems  to  me  is  manifest.  That  the  time  is  near  at  hand,  if  it  is 
not  already  come,  when  to  delay  longer  its  inauguration  would  be  un- 
wise if  not  criminal,  is  equally  clear.  J  would,  therefore,  most  respect- 
fully urge  upon  the  Department  to  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as 
may  be  found  necessary  to  secure  the  right  to  constnict  this  work  to  the 
Goverunjent  of  the  United  States  or  its  citizens. 
1  have,  &c., 

JACOB  B.  BLAIR. 
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Ko.  104. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Blair, 

No.  77.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  3, 1872. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  122,  of  the  23d  of  February  last,  relative  to 
a  proposed  interoceanic  canal  through  Nicaragua,  has  been  received. 
This  Government  has  for  years  past,  and  especially  since  the  acquisi- 
tion of  California,  taken  much  interest  in  communications  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  by  means  of  railways  and  canals,  and  has  incurred 
expense  in  preliminary  surveys  for  such  works.  The  question  of  the 
practicability  of  any  of  them  at  a  reasonable  cost  has  by  no  means  been 
definitively  settled.  There  is  also  more  or  less  uncertainty  as  to  which 
route  may  be  the  preferable,  especially  for  a  canal. 

With  a  view  to  adjust  differences  of  opinion  on  these  matters,  this 
Government  has  recently  organized  n.  board  of  engineers  and  other  men 
eminent  in  science.  The  surveys  for  the  different  proposed  interoceanic 
canals,  and  other  documents  relative  to  them,  are  to  be  laid  before  this 
board  for  consideration,  with  a  view  to  decide  upon  the  most  eligible 
route  and  scheme.  Before  this  decision  shall  have  been  made,  it  would 
be  premature  to  decide  whether  we  would  aid  further  in  such  an  enter* 
prise,  in  what  way,  or  to  what  extent. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  105. 

Mr,  Blair  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  126.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Jos^j  Costa  Rica^  April  14,  1872.    (Received  May  4.) 

Sm :  Referring  to  my  dispatch,  No.  120,  of  the  13th  of  Febniaiy  last, 
I  desire  to  state,  in  the  same  connection,  that  the  electors  to  choose  a 
President  convened  on  the  7th  of  this  month,  and  elected  General  Thomas 
Guardia  President  of  this  republic,  to  serve  as  such  for  four  years  from 
the  8th  day  of  May  next. 

The  day  passed  off  quietly;  no  one  appeared  to  take  or  feel  any  interest 
in  what  was  being  done,  save  the  electors  and  the  chiefs  of  the  militarj'^ 
of  the  country. 

I  have,  &c., 

JACOB  R.  BLAIR. 

II  F  E 
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ECUADOR. 

No.  106. 

Mr,  Wuig  to  Mr,  Fish, 

[Extract.] 

No.  144.]  United  States  Legation, 

QuitOj  Ecuador,  September  25, 1871.    (Received  Nov.  16.) 

Sir:  Per  this  mail  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department 
the  report  of  the  Honorable  Seuor  Jo86  Javier  Eguiguren,  minister  of 
finance  to  the  Ecuadorian  Congress. 

It  presents  on  the  whole  a  very  favorable  statement  of  the  material 
condition  and  promise  of  Ecuador.  The  description  of  the  roads  in 
progress  of  construction  by  our  countrymen,  and  the  custom  receipts, 
augur  well  for  the  future. 

The  best  wagon-roads  in  Spanish  America  exist  to-day  in  interior 
Ecuador,  and  in  these  Andean  ranges  these  roads  really  conduce  more 
to  the  general  good  of  the  people,  and  the  development  of  commerce  and 
internal  improvements,  than  the  most  costly  rail-line  that  can  be  built 
among  their  rugged  spurs. 

Not  the  least  interesting  item  in  the  report  is  that  relative  to  the 
payments  made  during  the  past  five  years  to  the  owners  of  manumitted 
slaves. 

I  also  find  an  itemized  statement  of  the  debt  due  to  American  cred- 
itors, from  which  it  will  appear  that  this  Government*  never  for  a  moment 

presumed  that  the  dividends  carried  interest. 

*  *  *  *  '  *  *  • 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  a  large  amount  of  American  silver  has 
been  introduced,  and  its  circulation  will  eventually  become  very  general. 

The  recent  withdrawal  of  the  Colombian  money  from  circulation, 
under  an  executive  decree,  has  been  the  primal  cause  of  the  advent  of 
the  old  American  silver  half  dollar,  dime,  and  half  dime  in  considerable 
quantities.  Of  courses  they  are  rated  as  "  hard  ^  currency,  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  the  ^^  soft"  or  Ecuadorian  currency  proper,  and  command 
a  handsome  premium. 

I  also  meet  of  late  with  the  American  eagle  and  half  and  quarter 
eagle  quite  frequently.  These  facts  are  suggestive,  and  serve  in  part  to 
evince  the  tendency  of  the  drift  of  feeling  not  only  among  the  people, 

but  also  with  the  Government. 

*  *         *     •  •  •  *  * 

Ihave,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING. 


No.  107. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr,  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  146.]  United  States  Legation, 

sQuito,  Ecuador,  Octoh^  3, 1871.    (Received  Nov.  16.) 
Sir  :  I  forward  as  aecompaniment  1,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  law  lately 
passed  by  the  local  Congress  of  the  State  of  Cauca,  in  Colombia^  of 
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which  General  Tomas  C.  de  Mosquera  is  President.  No.  2  is  a  transla- 
tion thereof.  No.  3  is  the  editorial  convment  of  El  bien  Publico,  of 
Bogota,  upon  this  scheme,  which,  it  will  be  observed,  is  distinctly  charged 
to  have  been  devised  in  order  that  the  State  of  Cauca,  (intensely  devoted 
to  the  fortunes  of  General  Mosquera,)  may  manage  eventually  to  wage 
war  upon  Ecuador,  because  of  the  letter  addressed  last  year  to  General 
Mosquera  by  President  Moreno,  and  concerning  the  results  of  which  I 
have  hitherto  fully  advised  the  Department.  If  this  charge  should  be 
borne  out  by  future  occurrences,  it  will  realize  the  soundness  of  my 
apprehensions  that,  no  matter  with  what  apparent  adjustment  the  ques- 
tion as  between  the  two  countries  might  be  salved  over,  there  still  existed 
great  danger  of  ultimate  complications,  unless  the  personal  issue  between 
the  two  distinguished  principals  could  be  in  some  wise  satisfactorily 
accommodated.  ***** 

In  my  dispatch,  No.  130, 1  stated  in  general  terms  the  result  of  the 
correspondence  on  this  subject  between  this  Government  and  the  Colom- 
bian minister,  and  the  apparent  status  of  affairs  as  pertaining  thereto. 

Since  then  I  have  learned  that  the  cabinet  at  Bogota  had  approved 
the  action  and  utterances  of  General  Trafillo  without  adding  further  in- 
structions. Likewise  the  government  here  has  never  replied  to  the 
final  note  of  General  Trafillo,  forwarded  with  my  dispatch  130,  though 
there  are  those  who  think  that  such  reply  will  be  made  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress. 

If  so,  of  course  the  subject  will  be  reopened,  with  possibly  evil  con- 
sequences. If  not,  however,  then  I  believe  that  the  question  as  be- 
tween the  two  governments  will  remain  in  statu  quo  without  peril  of 
future  outbreak  as  between  them. 

The  Colombian  minister,  (General  Trafillo,)  who  has  conducted  the 
correspondence  upon  the  part  of  Colombia,  has,  however,  at  last,  after 
a  second  or  third  tender,  had  his  resignation  accepted,  and  will  soon  be 
replaced  by  a  successor. 

I  cannot  but  regret  the  change  at  this  time,  for  to  his  discretion,  the 
personal  esteem  in  which  he  is  held,  his  self-command  and  conciliatory 
deportment  is  due  in  part  the  fact  that  this  correspondence  did  not  lead 

to  a  collision. 

•  *  •  *  •  *  • 

General  Trafillo  ha«  undoubtedly  lost  the  election  for  the  presidency 
of  Colombia,  and  Dr.  Murillo  will  as  certainly  be  the  incumbent  of  the 
executive  office. 

From  what  I  can  learn  of  Colombian  politics.  Dr.  Murillo's  election 
is  a  triumph  for  the  party  now  represented  by  General  Salgar,  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic. 

This,  then,  perpetuates  the  power  of  a  party  inimical  to  General 
Mosquera,  and  wanting  confidence  in  his  future  designs  upon  the 
central  government. 

Hence,  from  this  fact,  I  adduce  some  hope  that  even  if  disposed  to 
make  war  upon  Ecuador,  the  federal  authorities,  out  of  fears  for  their 
own  ultimate  security,  would  interpose  their  objection  and  a<*.tion 
against  the  organization  and  equipment  of  any  army  in  Cauca  subject 

to  the  command  of  General  Mosquera. 

•  •*••** 

Should  the  Department  deem  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  tender  of 
niy  good  offices  in  arranging  this  personal  issue,  I  shall  of  course  have 
pleasure  in  obeying.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  shall  not  do  so  otherwise, 
without  a  direct  appeal  from  the  interested  parties.  (Tooolp 

Candidly  speaking,  I  may  say  that  I  believe  this  pet^i^  i3suea)ind 
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be  honombly  and  satisfactorily  arranged,  with  the  exercise  of  great 
delicacy  and"  discretion. 

I  do  not  feel  at  liberty,  however,  in  this  matter,  to  press  my  interposi- 
tion upon  the  distinguished  gentlemen  involved,  despite  the  fact  that 
both  have  evinced  great  personal  respect  for  and  confidence  in  me, 
unless  hereafter  directly  requested  to  do  so. 

I  have,  &c., 

EUMSEY  WING. 


llnolosnro  2  in  No.  146. — Translation.] 
STATE  OF  CIJACA. 

Tno  Official  Gazette  of  Popayan  publishes  the  following  law  on  the  sovereignty  and 
jnrisdiction  of  the  State: 

The  sovereign  people  of  Cuaca,  and  in  their  name,  the  State  legislature,  decrees: 

Article  1.  Tbe  sovereiajnty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State  is'extendod  to  all  places, 
as  comprehended  within  the  limits  determined  by  Article  1  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Colombian  Union,  and  within  those  it  possessed  at  the  time  of  the  sanction  of  the  same 
constitution,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  1 1th  of  May  and  the  9th  of  June,  1855,  the 
14th  of  May  and  the  15th  of  June,  1857,  issued  by  the  national  congress. 

Article  2.  In  all  those  affairs  that  were  not  delegated  to  the  federal  government, 
as  especially  and  clearly  expressed  by  Article  16  of  the  national  constitution,  the  State 
will  continue  in  the  use  of  its  competency  and  jurisdiction.  And  in  it  no  authority  of 
the  federal  government  will  be  recognized  as  regards  tbe  modification  or  alteration  of 
the  laws,  that  are  solely  for  the  cognizance  of  the  State. 

Article  3.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  State  government  to  see  that  the  State  is  not  divided, 
and  al«o  to  protect  its  citizens  in  the  exercise  of  the  rights  they  may  have  acquired  in 
any  part  of  the  territory. 

Article  4.  Wlien  the  government  may  have  to  enter  an  action  or  sustain  any  claim, 
before  other  authorities  than  those  of  the  State,  for  attacks  upon  its  sovereignty,  juris- 
diction, or  property,  the  executive  power  will  name  counsel,  who  will  be  charged  with 
tbe  defense  of  the  rights  attacked,  giving  him  the  necessary  instructions. 

Article  5.  The  rights  of  the  State  do  not  lapse  for  less  than  one  hundred  years,  and 
when  it  is  discovered  that  a  person  unlawfully  possesses  property  or  articles  of  value 
of  the  State,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  those  public  agents  that  know  it  to  inform  the  execu- 
tive power,  in  order  that  they  may  bo  claimed. 

Those  who,  introducing  themselves  into  the  territory  of  the  State  or  its  districts, 
usurp  the  roads  and  public  ways,  will  be  oblige<l,  by  the  political  or  municipal  authority 
of  the  place  where  the  usurpation  is  denounced,  to  make  a  restitution  to  the  usurped, 
they  remaining  after  this  restitution  discharged,  in  order  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
toward  commencing  an  action  for  the  corresponding  claim  before  the  competent 
authority. 

Article  6.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  the  inhabitant-s  of  Cuaca  to  defend  and  sustain  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State,  and  those  who  should  fail  to  do  so  will  incur  the  penalties 
fixed  by  the  existing  laws. 

Article  7.  The  public  functionaries  of  the  State  will  not  be  allowed  to  receive  any 
employment  from  the  federal  government.  Those  who  should  do  so  will  be  compelled 
to  vacate  the  offices  which  they  are  exercising. 

Article  8.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  State  to  maintain  the  militia  in  a 
high  state  of  organization,  to  be  able  to  fulfill,  should  the  case  arrive,  the  obligation  of 
which  Article  26  of  the  federal  constitution  treats. 

Article  9.  Laws  24  and  68,  and  articles  4  and  5  of  law  226,  are  abolished. 

Given  in  Popayan  the  28th  of  July,  1871. 

MATIAS  GALVEZ,  PreMdeni, 
J.  M.  CONEA,  Deputy  Secretary, 


No.  108. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  151.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito,  Ecuador^  October  17, 1871.    (Received  Nov.  16.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  copies  (1  and  2) 


ECUADOR.  165 

of  a  commanicatiou  from  the  American  vice-consul  at  Guayaquil,  and  an 
affidavit  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Wilson,  ail  American  citizen.  I  have  delayed 
forwarding  these  articles  before,  in  order  to  give  the  Ecuadorian  gov- 
ernment an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  affair. 

I  am  informed  that  the  arrest  of  Dr.  Wilson  was  a  mistake,  arising 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  mistaken  for  his  servant  by  the  officer  who 
arrested  him,  and  that  he  was  released  so  soon  as  the  matter  was  brought 
to  official  notice.  I  must  say  that  Dr.  Wilson's  statement  embodies  a 
very  flagrant  case  of  outrage  upon  private  rights. 

In  view  of  the  premises,  I  submit  the  matter  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Department,  and  await  its  instructions  as  to  what  course  I  must 
pursue. 

I  have,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING. 


[IncloBure  1  in  No.  151.] 
Mr,  Bragdon  to  Mr,  Wing, 

Consulate  of  the  Unfted  States, 

Guayaquil^  August  30,  1871. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  deposition,  sworn  to  in  my  presence  by 
Dr.  L.  D.  Wilson,  for  false  imprisonment  in  this  city. 

It  appears  that  said  Mr.  L.  D.  Wilson  desires  to  make  a  claim  on  the  Ecuadorian  gov- 
ernment t»f  $10,000  for  said  imprisonment. 
I  have,  &.C., 

GEO.  P.  BRAGDON. 


flnclosaro  2  in  No.  151.) 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Guayaquilf  August  24,  1871. 
L.  D.  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  this  deponent  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  of  America ;  that  he  is  practicing  his  profesMion  of  dentist  in  the  city 
of  Guayaquil,  Ecuador;  that  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1H71,  this  deponent  sent 
his  servant,  Tristan  Espinoza,  to  change  $500  paper  money  into  silver ;  that  said 
Tristan  Espinoza  not  returning  at  6  p.  m.,  this  deponent  went  in  search  of  him  at  8.30 
p.  m. ;  that  this  de{K)nent  then  notified  the  chief  of  police,  in  the  prescnte  of  the  guard 
on  dntv,  of  the  absence  of  said  Tristan  Espinoza,  and  demanded  his  arrest,  and  there- 
upon the  chief  of  police  ordered  the  arrest  of  said  Espinoza ;  and  that  this  deponent 
also  employed  Maimel  Cheoez  and  Jos^  Maria  Gonzales,  boatmen,  to  search  for  said 
Espinoza;  that  Jos^  Maria  Gonzales  came  to  this  deponent  and  informed  him  that  said 
Espinoza  waa  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Morla,in  company  with  a  disreputable  woman  :  that 
this  deponent  called  upon  Mannel  Venegas  to  accompanyhimtofinda  policeman  ;  that 
this  deponent  found  patrolman  Adolfo  Ochoa  and  two  soldiers;  that  he  took  them  to 
the  house  aforementioned;  that  this  deponent,  in  company  with  snid  patrolman,  Adolfo 
Ochoa,  went  to  the  hall  leading  to  the  room  where  his  servant,  Tristan  Espinoza,  was 
supposed  to  be;  that,  finding  the  hall  was  very  dark,  said  patrolman  requested  this 
deponent  to  procure  some  matches,  offering  at  the  same  time  to  remain  and  stand 
gnard  ;  that  thts  deponent  thereupon  went  into  the  street  to  procure  some  matches, 
and  had  not  proceeded  far  when  the  said  patrolman  and  the  two  soldiers  came  up  with 
this  deponent  and  arrested  him  ;  that  this  deponent  was  forcibly  taken  by  said  patrol- 
man, Adolf  Ochoa,  and  against  his  protestations,  to  the  public  jiiil ;  that  this  deponent, 
when  he  arrived  at  the  jail  door,  demanded  the  charge  on  which  his  arrest  wjis  made, 
and  he  further  demanded  to  be  taken  before  the  commissary  of  police ;  that  said 
patrolman  refused  to  give  any  reason  for  the  arrest  of  this  deponent,  and  also  refused 
to  take  him  before  the  commissary  of  police;  that  this  deponent  then  gave  his  card  to 
one  of  the  soldiers  on  duty  at  the  jail  door,  to  be  taken  to  the  governor  of  the  province 
or  the  chief  of  police ;  that  the  officer  of  the  guard  prohibited  the  sending  thereof, 
and  made  answer  to  the  effect  ^'  that  it  was  not  every  day  that  they  could  get  a  gringo 
of  the  standing  of  this  deponent  in  jail,'''  and  that  they  (the  guard)  desired  **  his  com- 
pany;'' that  this  deponent  was  thrown  into  a  dark  and  filthy  cell,  in  coD>|)any  with 
dmnkeu  men,  and  that  he  was  therein  detained  from  12.30  a.  m.  until  8  a.  m.  the  23d 
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of  July,  1871 ;  that  on  that  morniDg  the  .chief  of  police,  Wenceslao  Aviles,  accom- 
panied by  Manuel  Venecas  and  Tadeo  Alarcon,  came  to  the  jail  and  liberated  this  de- 
ponent ;  that  the  said  chief  of  police  then  declared  his  imprisonment  a  great  mistake  ; 
and  that,  finally,  by  reason  of  said  imprisonment,  this  deponent  received  great  injury 
to  his  character,  and  that  it  caused  him  two  days  of  severe  sickness. 

L.  D.  WILSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1871. 

GEO.  P.  BRAGDON, 
United  States  Vice-Conml, 

A  true  eopy : 

RUM8EY  WING, 
United  States  Minister  Resident. 


No.  109. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  158.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito^  Ecuador^  October  24, 1871.     (Received  Dec.  15.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  correspondence  with  this  gov- 
ernment relative  to  the  .arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Wilson? 
detailed  in  my  dispatch,  151,  to  the  Department. 

Accompaniment  1  is  a  copy  of  my  communication  to  Minister  Leon, 
and-Nos.  2  and  3  are  copy  and  translation  of  his  answer. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  affidavit  of  Dr.  Wilson  differs  materially 
from  the  statement  of  Minister  Leon,  and  notably  in  regard  to  the  per- 
son who  made  the  arrest. 

Awaiting  the  instructions  of  the  Department,  I  have,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING. 


jlnclosure  1  in  No.  158.] 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Leon, 

United  States  Legation, 

Quito,  EcundoT,  October  17,  1871. 
Sir  :  RefeiTing  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Wilson,  an  American 
citizen,  at  Guayaquil,  concerning  which  I  have  hitherto  had  the  honor  of  several  con- 
versations with  your  excellency,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  find  it  is  necessary,  in 
view  ol  the  direct  request  of  Dr.  Wilson,  to  forward  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  State 
Department  at  Washington  for  its  consideration. 

If  in  accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the  government  of  your  excellency,  I  will  he 
gratified  if  your  excellency  will  furnish  me  with  a  reply  hereto,  emhodying  the  circum- 
stances of  the  whole  case,  as  detaile<l  to  me  verbally  heretofore  by  your  excellency. 

I  feel  that  it  is  due  to  this  government  as  a  matter  of  justice  that  the  State  Depart 
ment  should  understand  its  view  of  the  matter,  in  considering  the  complaint  of  Dr. 
Wilson,  whose  treatment  at  the  hands  of  certain  officials  at  Guayaquil  I  have  fully 
explained  t4>  your  excellency. 

With  assurances  of  my  very  great  consideration,  I  have,  &c., 

E.  RUMSEY  WING. 


[Indosoro  3  in  No.  158.— TranslatioD.] 

Mr.  Leon  to  Mr.  Wing. 

Foreign  Office,  Quito,  October  23, 1871. 
Sir  :  According  to  the  suggestion  that  your  excellency  made  me,  extra  officially,  of 
asking  authorities  of  Guayaquil  for  private  information  in  respect  to  the  arrest  of  Doc- 
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tor  Wilson,  an  American  citizen,  I  have  received  the  following  data,  from  which  it  appears 
that  Doctor  Wilson  presented  himself  at  the  police  office,  complaining  that  his  servant, 
to  whom  he  had  given  the  sum  of  $500  to  change,  iustesid  of  doing  so,  had  abused  his 
confidence  and  gambled  away  the  money ;  and  requesting  at  the  same  time  the  appre- 
hension of  the  delinquent,  and  his  being  put  in  prison  until  such  time  as  he  should 
refund  the  $500. 

Immediately  the  most  stringent  and  urgent  orders  were  given  for  the  arrest  of  the 
Bervant.  A  patrolman,  who  knew  neither  Doctor  Wilson  nor  his  sen'ant,  through  a 
mistake,  took  one  for  the  other.  As  soon  as  this  mistake  was  made  known  to  the  com- 
missary of  police,  he  immediately  put  Doctor  Wilson  at  liberty,  after  giving  him  the 
most  explicit  and  sincere  explanations  for  the  error  that  had  caused  his  arrest. 

In  effect,  he  appeared  completely  satisfied,  and  the  police  continued  their  search  for 
the  servant  nntil  he  was  apprehended  and  placed  in  prison.  This  is  what  occurred  in 
the  regard  to  which  your  excellency  asked  for  information  in  your  esteemed  dispatch 
of  the  17th  of  the  present  month. 

This  report  will  be  most  fully  sent  to  your  excellency,  should  you  so  desire,  as  soon 
as  the  authorities  of  Guayaquil  send  the  result  of  the  trial  that  this  office  has  ordered 
him  to  be  brought  to. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency,  Sor  Ministro,  the 
assurances  of  my  high  and  distinguished  consideration,  and  I  have,  &c., 

FRANCISCO  JAVIER  LEON. 


No.  110. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mn  Wing. 

No.  65.]  Department  op*  State, 

Washington^  November  23, 1871. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch,  No.  151,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the 
case  of  Doctor  L.  D.  Wilson,  has  been  received. 

With  reference  to  his  case  you  state :  1st.  That  his  imprisonment 
was  the  result  of  mistaken  identity ;  2d.  That  it  embodies  a  flagrant 
case  of  outrage. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  further  explanations 
to  sustain  those  statements. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  111. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Wing. 

No.  66.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  November  24, 1871. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  146,  of  the  3d  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  pend- 
ing question  between  the  President  of  Ecuador  and  the  President  of 
Cauca,  has  been  received. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  your  friendly 
offices  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  this  personal  issue.  In  doing  so 
you  will  counsel  peace  and  mutual  forbearance,  but  avoid  much  inter- 
ference, unless  it  be  asked  for,  and  then  let  it  be  confined  to  prudent 
counsel  and  non-partisanship. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.  112. 

Mr,  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  165.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito,  Ecuador^  Deceinher  1, 1871.  (Received  Jan.  15, 1872.) 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  in  dispatch  No.  58,  of  the 
Department,  I  at  once  addressed  a  communication  to  Minister  Leon,  of 
which  accompaniment  (1)  herewith  is  a  copy.  Nos.  2  and  3  are  copy 
and  translation  of  the  answer  received  from  this  government.  I  may 
add  that  yonr  instructions  in  the  premises  have  given  very  lively  satis- 
faction to  this  government,  as  1  am  personally  aware. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUMSEY  WING. 


[Inclosare  1  in  No.  165.] 

Mr,  Wing  to  Mr.  Leon. 

United  States  Legation, 
Quito,  Ecuador,  Novenxhtr  23,  1871. 
Sir:  I  have  receutl^  received  instmctioDs  from  bis  exceUency,  Hou.  Hamiltou 
Fish,  the  American  Secretary  of  State,  to  express  to  the  govemmeut  of  Ecuador  the 
Sense  of  pleasure  with  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  observed  the  cor- 
dial and  complimentary  terms  in  which  yonr  exceUency  has  referred  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States,  in  your  recent  report  to  the  Ecuadorian  con- 
gress. It  18  with  great  personal  pleasure  that  I  have  the  honor  to  obey  these  instruc- 
tions. 

Such  interchanges  of  confidence  and  courtesy  are  calculated  to  draw  more  closely  the 
ties  of  our  common  republicanism  and  reciprocal  friendship.  With  assurances  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration      have,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING.  . 


[Inclosare  3  in  No.  165.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Leon  to  Mr,  Wing. 

Foreign  Office  of  Ecuador, 

Quito,  November  23, 1871. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Ecuador,  has  viewed  with  the  liveliest 
satisfaction  the  contents  of  the  esteemed  note  that  his  excellency,  the  resident  minist-er 
of  the  American  Union,  has  been  pleased  to  send  him  under  to-day's  date,  informing 
him  that  he  has  received  express  instructions  from  his  excellency  Hamilton  Fish  to 
manifest,  in  the  name  of  his  excellency  President  Grant,  his  pleasure  and  appreciation 
at  the  just  and  merited  estimation  set  forth  in  his  report  to  the  legislative  bodies  of  his 
country,  relative  to  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  The  undersigned, 
gratified  at  this  manifestation,  complieswith  the  pleasurable  and  essential  duty  of  signi- 
fying to  his  excellency  Rumsey  Wing,  iu  his  own  name  and  that  of  his  government,  the 
sincere  cordiality  with  which  he  hsis  received  this  act  of  courtesy,  and  gives  his  excel- 
lency the  most  expressive  thanks  for  the  solicitous  interest  that  ho  has  shown  in  the 
exact  fulfillment  of  his  trust. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  his  excellency  the 
-  honorable  minister  the  expression  of  his  esteem  and  distingushed  consideration,  &,g. 


FRANCISCO  JAVIER  LEON. 
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No.    13. 
Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  172.J  United  States  Legation, 

Quito,  Ecuador,  December  22, 3871.    (Received  Feb.  3, 1872.) 

Sir:  From  a  late  Panama  Star  and  Herald,  December  10,  1871, 1 
extract  the  inclosed  articles,  (1,  2,  3,  and  4,)  for  consideration  of  the  De- 
partment, and  also  (5)  from  the  European  Mail  of  November  17, 1871. 
They  are  interesting,  and  bear  directly  upon  a  subject  to  which  I  have 
referred  frequently  and  persistently  since  my  arrival  in  Ecuador. 

I  place  but  small  credit,  however,  in  the  "  opinion  of  a  Guayaquil 
merchant,"  (4,)  and  believe  that  Ecuador  (and  not  only  Ecuador  but  the 
whole  Pacific  coast)  will  patronize  the  line  oftering  the  most  liberal  in- 
ducements. Success,  however,  of  a  permanent  nature,  over  the  English 
line  on  this  coast,  can  only  be  secured  by  an  American  line,  in  my  judg- 
ment. I  hope  to  see  the  commercial  flag  of  our  country  flying  at  the 
front  of  a  steam  marine  on  the  whole  Pacific  sea-board,  in  the  event  of 
General  Grant's  reelection,  which  I  regard  as  a  foregone  conclusion. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUMSEY  WING. 


[Inclosnre  1  in  No.  172. J 
STEAM-NAVIGATION  BETWEEN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

St«am-navigatioo  to  Sonth  America  has  corresponded  with  the  development  of  com- 
merce. It  is  not  many  years  since  that  even  tng-steamers  were  unknown  in  Brazilian 
ports,  and  ships  were  towed  out  to  sea  by  boats.  An  effort  was  made  to  maintain  a 
regular  steam-communication  with  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  the  ships  of  the  General  Screw 
Company,  but  the  enterprise  failed.  The  subsidized  ships  of  the  Royal  Mail  Company 
were  more  successful.  The  past  few  years,  however,  has  witnessed  a  great  extension 
of  steam  in  that  direction.  British  Guiana  is  a  district  of  the  South  American  Conti- 
nent, but  is  usually  classed  in  the  West  Indian  ports.  We  may,  therefore,  in  noticing 
the  employment  of  steam  tonnage  in  South  America,  omit  all  ports  below  Demerara, 
having  already  referred  to  the  West  India  trades.  The  northern  Brazilian  ports  of 
Para,  Marauham,  and  Ceara  are  now  served  by  the  Booth  line,  from  Liverpool,  with  four 
vessels  of  3,898  tons,  and  by  four  ships  of  the  Red  Cross  line,  of  5,370  tons.  Steamers 
are  also  dispatched  by  Messrs.  Harrison  to  Pernambuco.  To  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the 
River  Plate,  instead  of  only  one  line,  as  formerly,  we  have  several  competing  fleets  of 
steamships.  From  London  the  Ryde  line,  consisting  of  four  ships  of  6,415  tons,  touch- 
iug  at  Antwerp,  go  on  to  Rio,  Montevideo,  and  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Royal  Mail  Com- 
pany's ships  sustain  a  monthly  service  from  Southampton  to  the  same  ports,  and  these 
ape  supplemented  by  those  from  the  Mersey.  We  find  by  the  Mercantile  Navy  List  that 
the  Liverpool,  Brazil  and  River  Plate  Company  own  eighteen  steamships  of  24,606  tons, 
and  a  new  fleet  has  been  constructed,  or  is  building,  for  the  River  Parana  Steamship 
Company,  whose  vessels  call  at  Bordeaux  en  route  to  Montevideo,  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
Rosario.  Messrs.  Lamport  <&.  Holt  also  send  ships  of  the  Liverpool,  Brazil  and  River 
Plate  Company  from  London  via  Antwerp  to  Bahia,  Rio  de  .faneiro,  and  the  River  Plate, 
on  the  12th  of  every  month;  but  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  are  the  largest 
employers  of  steam- vessels  to  Sonth  America.  The  Pjujific  Company  possess  twenty- 
s**,ven  vessels  of  36,992  tons  register,  and  advertise  a  fortnightly  line  from  Liverpool, 
calling  at  Bordeaux:  and  Lisbon,  for  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Montevideo,  through  the  Straits 
of  Magellan,  for  Arica,  Islay,  and  Callao,  in  connection  with  their  vessels  on  the  South 
Pacific  coast.  Taking  the  vessels  of  the  Pacific  Company  as  a  link  of  those  from  this 
country,  there  are  now  seventy-one  steamships  under  the  British  flag  either  plying  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  South  America  or  along  the  coasts  of  the  Pacific  northward  to 
Panama,  registering  96,995  tons.  Large  as  this  tonnage  may  appear  when  considered 
in  relation  to  the  infancy  of  steam  navigation,  it  is  certain  to  be  augmented  in  a  few 
months,  and  in  1872  the  a^j^gregate  will  exceed  100,000  tons.  Deducting  the  coasting 
steamers  on  th^  Pacific,  this  will  leave  about  80,000  tons  for  direct  ocean  transit  to  the 
Brazils,  the  River  Plate,  and  round  to  the  southern  ports. 

Nearly  all  the  cotton,  sugar,  cofifee,  tobacco,  and  other  produce  of  the  States  of  South 
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America  are,  therefore,  likely  to  find  their  way  to  England,  France,  and  Belgiam  hy 
steam-vessels. 

To  judge  whether  remunerative  employment  can  be  found  for  all  this  st^am- tonnage, 
we  have  to  look  to  the  imports  and  exports.  The  declared  real  value  of  British  and 
Irish  produce  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  following  States  is  thus  given 
in  the  Parliamentary  reports : 

Conntries.  1860.  18T0. 

Ecuador £74,149  £57,011 

Brazil 4,446,776  5,358,140 

Uruguay a 922,733  829,525 

Argentine  Confederation 1,782.447  2,353,676 

Cliili 1,702,800  2,680,792 

Peru  : 1,381,337  1,766,128 


Total 10,310,242    13,025,272 


In  ten  years,  therefore,  the  value  of  British  'and  Irish  produce  exported  to  these 
conntries,  had  increased  £2,715,030.  As  compared  with  1866  the  exports  to  Brazil  fell 
cflf  by  nearly  two  millions  sterling,  but  that  was  an  exceptional  year.  The  exports  of 
foreign  and  colonial  produce  from  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  as  follows : 

Countries.  1860.  1870. 

Ecuador £2,122  £1,653 

Brazil 124,532  155,411 

Uruguay , 21,269  46,691 

Argentine  Confederation 38,488  60,725 

Chili 35,129  54.438 

Peru 46,815  48,193 

Total  268,355       362,111 


These  figures  show  that  the  exports  of  foreign  and  colonial  produce  from  the  United 
Kingdom  increased  £93,756  in  the  ten  years.  The  estimates  nere  given,  however,  are 
not  complete  without  taking  into  account  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  imported 
into  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  transit.  The  transshipments  to  Chili  and  Brazil 
were: 

1870. 

£453,832 
96,187 


Merchandise  imported  from  abroad  to  be  forwarded  to  foreign  states  increased  to 
Chili  and  Brazil  to  about  half  a  million  sterling.  The  enhanced  value  of  the  goods 
conveyed  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  ten  years  was  £3,297,186. 

The  declared  value  of  imports,  therefore,  was  greater  in  1870  by  £6,956,437  than  in  1860. 
Allowing  for  transshipments,  classed  under  the  head  of  *' other  countries''  in  the  cus- 
toms returns,  some  of  which,  no  doubt,  appertain  to  South  America,  we  may  estimate 
the  average  increase,  in  exports  and  imports  together,  at  a  million  and  a  quarter 
sterling  i>er  annum.  As  the  trade  and  navigation  returns  exhibit  a  decrease  in 
British  sailing  tonnage  to  Brazil,  the  River  Plate,  Chili,  and  Peru,  we  find  that  this  is 
fully  compensated  for  by  the  increase  of  steam  navigation  with  those  States. 


[Indosnre  2  in  No.  179.] 

STEAMERS  LAUNCHED  FOR  THE  PACIFIC  STEAM  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Messrs.  John  Elder  &  Co.,  Glasgow,  have  launched  au  iron  screw-steamer,  named 
Cuzca,  of  3,850  tous  register  and  5§0  horse-power,  nominal,  for  the  Pacific  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company  of  Liverpool.  The  Cuzca  is  designed  specially  for  that  company's 
fortnightly  service  between  Liverpool  and  Valparaiso,  via  the  Straits  of  Magellan. 
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Her  dimeDsions  are :  Len^h,  between  perpendiculars,  feet,  breadth  41  feet, 

depth  36J  feet.  All  modem  improvements  are  introduced.  She  has  accommodation  for 
one  hundred  and  forty  first-class,  forty  second-class,  and  eight  hundred  third-class  pas- 
sengers, and  is  divided  into  seven  water-tight  compartments.  Engines  are  supplied 
by  her  builders  on  the  compound  principle. 

Messrs.  Laird  Brothers,  of  Birkenhead,  have  launched  a  fine  screw-steamer  for  the 
«ame  company,  named  the  Eten.  Her  dimensions  are  as  follows:  Length,  between 
perpendiculars,  280  feet,  beam  38  feet,  depth  in  hold  21|  feet,  tonnage,  board-measure, 
1,975  tons.  The  Eten  is  also  intended  for  the  company's  service  on  the  west  coast  of 
South  America,  and  is  therefore  fitted  with  special  requirement*.  She  hasau  extensive 
arrangement  of  deck-houses,  in  similar  style  to  those  previously  built  by  Messrs.  Laird 
Brothers  for  this  company.  Engines  on  the  compound  principle,  having  iron  cylinders, 
the  high  pressure  one  being  45  inches  in  diameter  and  the  low  pressure  one  78  inches, 
with  a  stroke  of  3^  feet.  The  screw  is  on  Griffith's  principle  and  has  four  blades. 
There  are  two  boilers  of  large  size  for  the  power  of  the  engines,  which  are  fired  from 
each  end,  and  these  are  intended  to  be  worked  at  60  pounds  pressure.  The  vessel  has 
accommodation  for  fifty  or  sixty  first-class  passengers  and  thirty  second-class,  and  the 
forepart  of  the  between-decks  is  fitted  for  carrying  cattle.  The  Eten  will  be  rigged 
with  three  pole  masts,  and  she  has  a  complete  arrangement  of  steam  winches,  derricks, 
&c.,  for  working  the  cargo.  She  is  fitted  with  side  hatches,  and  in  all  respects  the 
vessel  is  a  model  of  what  a  vessel  should  be  when  intended  for  such  service.  The 
midship  part  of  the  ship  is  supplied  with  the  double-bottom  principle,  so  that  it  can 
be  used  as  a  ballast-tank  if  required.— ^ur(>pean  Mail. 


(Indosure  3  in  No.  170.] 

The  long-talked-of  French  line  of  steamers  in  the  Pacific  is  likely  now  to  be  realized. 
Monsieur  D'Aleman,  as  agent  of  the  French  Transatlantic  Company,  went  south  by 
last  steamer  to  make  all  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of  the  line 
between  Valparaiso  and  Panama.  The  four  vessels  destined  to  be  put  on  this  r6ute 
are  all  magnificent  ships,  of  which  we  had  a  specimen  the  other  day  in  the  Ville  de 
Bordeaux,  at  Aspinwall.  We  also  learn,  though  not  officially,  that  the  Pacific  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  in  view  of  this  opposition,  will  replace  their  present  small  and 
old  ships  now  on  the  mail-service  to  Panama  by  an  equal  number  of  their  best  new 
steamers,  the  better  to  control  the  coast  business  between  here  and  Valparaiso.  The 
first  French  steamer  was  announced  to  leave  France  for  its  station  on  the  coast  in 
January  next,  so  that  the  new  line  will  likely  be  inaugurated  in  a  few  months  hence. 


[Inclosnre  4  in  No.  172.] 

We  are  assured  by  a  very  responsible  merchant  of  Guayaquil,  that  the  statement 
made  in  our  lost  issue  that  the  leading  merchants  of  that  city  had  compromised  them- 
selves to  give  all  their  business  to  the  new  French  line  in  preference  to  the  English 
company,  is  not  correct,  and  that  no  such  compromise  has  been  made.  We  received 
our  information  from  what  wo  considered  a  perfectly  reliable  source,  and  now  gladly 
make  this  correction  as  requested. 


Llndosnre  5  in  No.  178.] 

Steam  navigation  to  South  America  has  corresponded  with  the  development  of  com- 
merce. It  is  not  many  years  since,  a  contemporary  says,  that  even  tug-steamers  were 
unknown  in  the  Brazilian  ports,  and  ships  were  towed  out  to  sea  by  boats.  An  effort 
was  made  to  maintain  a  regular  steam  communication  with  Rio  de  Janeiro  bj'  the 
ships  of  the  General  Screw  Company,  but  the  enterprise  failed.  The  subsidized  ships 
of  the  Royal  Mail  Company  were  more  successful.  The  past  few  years,  however,  has 
witnessed  a  great  extension  of  steam  in  that  direction.  British  Guiana  is  a  district  of 
the  South  American  continent,  but  is  usually  classed  in  the  West  Indian  ports.  We 
may,  therefore,  in  noticing  the  employment  of  steam-tonnage  in  South  America,  omit 
all  ports  below  Demerara.  The  northern  Brazilian  ports  of  Para,  Maranham,  and 
Ceara  are  now  served  by  the  Booth  line,  from  Liverpool,  with  four  vessels  of  3,898 
tons,  and  by  four  ships  of  the  Red  Cross  line,  of  5,730  tons.  Steamers  are  also  dis- 
patched by  Messrs.  Harrison  to  Pernambuco.    To  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  River  Plate, 
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instead  of  only  one  line,  as  formerly,  we  have  several  competing  fleets  of  steamships. 
From  London,  the  Ryde  line,  consisting  of  four  ships  of  6,415  tons,  touching  at  Ant- 
werp, go  on  to  Rio,  Montevideo,  and  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Royal  Mail  Company's  ships 
sustain  a  monthly  service  from  Southampton  to  the  same  ports,  and  these  are  supple- 
mented hy  those  from  the  Mersey.  We  lind  hy  the  Mercantile  Navy  List  that  the 
Liverpool,  Brazil,  and  River  Plato  Company  own  eighteen  steamships,  of  24,606  tons  j 
and  a  new  fleet  has  been  constructed,  or  is  building,  for  the  River  Parana  Steamship 
Company,  whose  vessels  call  at  Bordeaux,  en  roaU;  to  Montevideo,  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
Rosario.  Messrs.  Lamport  &  Holt  also  send  ships  of  the  Liverpool,  Brazil,  and 
River  Plate  Company  from  London,  via  Antwerp,  to  Bahia,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  the 
river  Plate  on  the  12th  of  every  month;  but  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company 
are  the  largest  employers  of  steam- vessels  to  South  America.  The  Pacific  Company 
possesses  twenty-seven  vessels,  of  36,992  tons  register,  and  advertise  a  fortnightly  line 
from  Liverpool,  calling  at  Bordeaux  and  Lisbon,  for  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Montevideo, 
through  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  for  Arica,  Islay,  and  Callao,  in  connection  with  their 
vessels  on  the  South  Pacific  coast.  Takrng  the  vessels  of  the  Pacific  Company  as  a 
link  of  those  from  this  country,  there  are  now  seventy-one  steamships  under  the  British 
flag  either  plying  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  South  America,  or  along  the  coasts  of 
the  Pacific,  northward  to  Panama,  registering  96,995  tons.  Lar^e  as  this  tonnage  may 
appear  when  considered  in  relation  to  the  infancy  of  steam  navigation,  it  is  certain  to 
be  augmented  in  a  few  months,  and  in  1872  the  aggregate  will  exceed  100,000  tons. 
Deducting  the  coasting  steamers  on  the  Pacillc,  this  will  leave  about  80,000  tons  for 
direct  ocean  transit  to  the  Brazils,  the  river  Plate,  and  round  to  the  Southern  ports. 
Nearly  all  the  cotton,  sugar,  coflfee,  tobacco,  and  other  produce  of  the  States  of  South 
America  are,  therefore,  likel|r  to  find  their  way  to  England,  France,  and  Belgium  by 
steam-vessels. — European  Mail, 


No.  114. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  175.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito,  Ecuador,  December  23, 1871.    (Received  Feb.  16, 1872.) 

Sir  :  For  some  days  past  there  has  been  considerable  excitement  in 
Quito  in  regard  to  difficulties  with  the  Endians  near  Riobamba,  a  city 
situate  between  here  and  Guayaquil,  and  very  near  the  present  point  to 
which  the  carriage-road  hence  to  the  coast  has  been  finished.  It  seems 
that  in  18G8  quite  a  threatening  affair  of  the  same  nature  occurred  in 
or  about  the  same  locality,  but  was  promptly  suppressed. 

The  building  of  roads  in  Ecuador  has  necessitated  the  employ- 
ment of  Indian  laborers,  many  of  whom,  it  would  appear,  were  exceed- 
ingly loath  to  accept  such  occupation.  This,  together  with  the  means 
adopted  to  make  them  accept  such  service,  has  doubtless  created  some 
recent  feeling  among  them. 

Moreover,  there  is  certainly  a  certain  distrust  of  the  whites  among 
them,  that  has  been  transmitted  from  the  very  days  of  the  Incas. 

These  facts  in  connection  with  their  actual  aggregate  condition  of 
poverty  and  quasi  servitude,  superadded  to  that  secret  fraternity  exist- 
ing among  nearly  all  the  tribes  of  South  America,  whereby  the  knowl- 
edge of  events  is  rapidly  heralded  from  point  to  point,  have  welded 
them  to  great  extent  into  separate  but  well-defined  and  compact  masses. 
From  what  I  am  told  I  have  but  little  doubt  concerning  the  thorough 
acquaintance  of  the  Ecuadorian  and  Peruvian  Indians,  with  the  achieve- 
ments and  actual  exhibitions  of  power  made  by  their  Bolivian  brethren 
at  a  very  recent  period,  and  in  a  very  emphatic  and  sanguinary  manner. 
There  have  lately  been  several  "  doctors"  or  *' medicine  men"  in  Ecua- 
dor, who  were  reported  to  be  from  Bolivia.    Whether  that  fact  has 
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anything  to  do  with  the  present  troubles  here,  is  of  course  a  matter  of 
mere  fruitless  conjecture. 

One  thing  is  sure,  and  that  is,  that  the  Indians  largely  outnumber  the 
whites,  and  that  the  possibility  of  a  future  Indian  coalition  has  more 
than  once  been  descanted  upon  in  various  sections  of  South  America. 
But  let  these  matters  be  as  they  may,  however,  about  a  week  since,  an 
Indian  in  the  densely  populated  regions  about  Kiobamba  refused  to  pay 
the  school-tax  of  two  reals  (20  cents)  demanded  by  an  official  collector 
(a  *'  bianco^  or  white  man,  of  course)  of  the  government.  An  altercation 
ensued,  and  the  collector  was  beaten  off  by  the  Indian  and  his  friends; 
subsequently  he  returned  with  two  assistants,  whereupon  the  Indians 
in  large  numbers  attacked  and  captured  them.  They  were  then  put  to 
death  after  the  most  horrible  tortures,  and  in  the  most  painful  and  de- 
grading manner.  This  was  followed  bv  an  indiscriminate  torture  and 
slaughter  of  all  the  whites  within  immediate  reach.  Several  of  the 
methods  adopted  proved  that  these  usually  humble,  passive  Indians 
equaled,  if  they  did  not  surpass,  their  red  friends  of  North  America  in 
the  devilish  ingenuity  of  their  barbarity.  Personally  they  had  never 
had  any  previous  practical  experience,  but  either  through  innate  ferocity 
or  familiar  tradition  they  were  not  lacking  in  any  element  of  aboriginal 
cruelty. 

So  soon  as  the  government  here  was  notified  of  these  occurrences,  a 
strong  and  well  armed  (with  Eemington  rifles)  force  of  soldiery  was 
ordered  to  the  disturbed  section.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  difficulty 
increased,  and  murder  suexjeeded  murder,  while  from  all  the  surround- 
ing country  the  Indian  population  flocked  to  the  scene  of  action. 

At  present  the  air  is  thick  with  rumors,  many  of  which  arc^  I  think, 
unfounded  or  at  least  greatly  exaggerated. 

It  is  reported  that  the  city  of  Riobamba  (12,000  population)  is  in- 
vested by  an  infuriated  force  of  six  or  eight  thousand  Indian  men, 
while  some  12,000  or  20,000  (^men,  women  and  children)  are  encamped 
in  the  mountains  beyond.  .  This  I  am  not  inclined  to  believe,  though 
there  is  undoubtedly  a  force  of  some  thousand  Indians  in  the  near 
neighborhood  of  Riobamba,  armed  with  stones,  bows,  lances,  &c.  I  pre- 
sume, also,  that  it  is  true  that  they  have  routed  a  force  of  volunteers, 
sent  out  from  that  city  against  them.  Notwithstanding  their  spare 
diet,  however,  I  do  not  comprehend  how  they  can  long  subsist  together 
in  so  large  a  body.  Starvation  alone  must,  I  think,  soon  disperse 
them.  President  Moreno  has  no  doubt  of  the  immediate  result  of  the 
contest  between  the  troops  (largely  outnumbered  as  they  are)  and  the 
revolting  Indians,  or  he  would  have  gone  in  person  to  the  insurgent 
region,  as  he  always  does  in  case  of  very  serious  disturbance. 

One  evil  result  to  be  apprehended  from  the  subjection  and  defeat  of 
the  Indians  consists  in  the  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  them  will 
possibly  retreat  to  .the  wilderness  and  find  refuge  there.  This  will  leave 
a  large  and  fertile  area  of  country  almost  entirely  desolate  and  unin- 
habited, not  to  mention  the  fearful  sufferings  that  will  necessarily  over- 
take this  unhappy  and  fated  people  during  their  long  and  hazardous 
flight,  sufferings  most  apt  to  fall  upon  the  weakest  and  most  helpless 
and  innocent  of  their  number. 

I  will  not  conclude  this  dispatch  at  present,  but  hold  it  open  for  such 
further  items  as  may  reach  lue  before  the  closing  of  my  next  mail-sack. 

January  6, 1872» 
Since  writing  the  above  I  have  learned  that  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  the  Indians  had  burned  several  villages  in  the  vicinity  of 


174  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

Eiobaraba,  and  committed  many  atrocities  and  murders.  They  fled  to 
the  mountains  at  first  sight  of  the  soldiers,  and  are  still  reported  as 
retreating  in  large  bodies  composed  of  men,  women,  and  children.  Prac- 
tically the  revolt  is  at  an  end,  but  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  ascertain  what 
is  to  be  the  final  issue  so  far  as  the  Indians  are  concerned. 

Several  of  the  reputed  leaders  have  been  captured,  and  will  doubtless 
be  shot  at  once. 

The  troops  are  still  at  or  near  the  field  of  disturbance. 

It  is  extremely  diflScult  to  secure  reliable  data,  however,  in  a  country 
so  devoid  of  all  news  facilities  as  this,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  ac- 
companying documents  (1)  no  statement  has  thus  far  emanated  from  the 
government. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  province  of  Chimborazo  has  been  de 
clared  in  a  state  of  siege. 

These  disturbances  have  transpired  at  the  very  base  of  the  historic 
"  King  of  the  Andes,"  made  famous  by  the  researches  of  Humboldt, 
Boussingault,  and  other  illustrious  explorers. 

There  has  also  been  a  collision  between  a  small  body  of  troops  and 
a  mob  of  Indians,  near  Otavalo,  in  the  province  of  Imbabura,  resulting 
in  the  death  of  several  of  the  opposing  parties.  This  affair,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  connection  with  the  movement  in 
Chimborazo,  but  arose  concerning  certain  Indian  cliildren  being  con- 
veyed to  a  mission-school  without  the  consent  of  their  families,  who  do 
not  seem  to  have  understood  the  destination  of  the  children;  and  con- 
trary likewise,  I  am  informed,  to  the  policy  and  instructions  of  the  gov- 
ernment, which  did  not  propose  to  enforce  a  compulsory  education,  but 
only  to  afford  the  means  of  a  voluntary  one. 

I  may  say  that  in  this  country  the  Indian  has  been  utilized  until  he 
has  become  a  necessity  to  its  material  development  and  improvement. 
Certain  attempts  have  been  made,  and  are  being  made,  to  instruct  and 
Christianize  him.  In  many  respects,  however,  his  present  condition  is 
a  most  unfortunate  and  unenviable  one.  In  its  every  phase,  and  in  all 
parts  of  the  New  World,  the  Indian  problem  seems  to  present  extraor- 
dinary difficulties,  to  merit  profound  consideration,  and  to  require  a 
patient,  forbearing,  and  yet  systematic  and  resolute  policy. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUMSET  WING. 


No.  115. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  178.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito,  Ecuador  J  January  12, 1872.    (Received  February  16.) 
Sib  :  Permit  me,  in  answer  to  dispatch  No.  65  from  the  Department, 
most  respectfully  to  state,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Dr.L.  D.  Wilson,  that 
in  my  dispatch  No.  151 1  say  that : 

Idt.  I  am  informed  that  bis  arrest  was  a  mistake,  arising  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
taken  for  his  servant,  &c. 

This  information  came,  of  course,  from  the  Ecuadorian  authorities,  and 
is  more  particularly  set  forth  in  my  subseqlient  dispatch  No.  158.  This 
constitutes  the  Ecuadorian  side  of  the  case. 

I  say,  moreover,  in  my  dispatch  No.  151,  that : 

2d.  Dr.  Wilson's  statement  embodies  a  very  flagrant  case  of  outrage  upon  private 
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Dr.  Wilson's  statement  embodies,  of  course,  his  version  of  the  affair. 

The  two  conflicting  versions  make  up  the  case,  so  far  as  I  know, 
though  both  parties  assure  me  of  their  ability  to  adduce  further  evi- 
dence in  support  of  their  respective  statements. 

Dr.  Wilson,  it  will  be  observed,  expressly  and  emphatically  swears  that 
he  was  personally  known  to  the  oflBcer  making  the  arrest,  and  had  but 
a  short  time  previously  engaged  his  services  to  effect  the  arrest  of  his 
servant.  This  assertion  is  negatived  by  the  plea  of  "Mistaken  iden- 
tity" made  by  Minister  Leon. 

Dr.  Wilson  further  states  that  he  was  confined  during  the  night  and 
insulted  by  the  language  of  the  officers  having  him  in  charge. 

Minister  Leon,  on  the  other  hand,  avers  that  he  was  released  imme- 
diately upon  the  establishment  of  his  identity,  and  I  understand  him  to 
say  that  this  release  wus  made  within  a  very  short  time  of  the  doctor's 
arrival  at  the  prison. 

Here  are  two  distinct  points  in  issue,  and  before  taking  any  further 
steps  in  the  matter  1  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  await  instructions 
from  the  Department. 

Personally,  I  make  statement  of  neither  of  the  propositions  laid  down 
in  dispatch  No.  65  of  the  Department.  I  set  forth  those  propositions  as 
the  results  respectively  of  the  adverse  versions  of  Dr.  Wilson  and  of 
the  government  of  Ecuador. 

The  affair  occurred  at  Guayaquil,  and  hence  personally  I  have  not  been 
able  to  institute  any  direct  inquiries  of  outside  parties.  Dr.  Wilson's 
statement  was  forwarded  to  me  from  our  consulate  in  Guayaquil.  I 
have,  therefore,  perforce,  confined  myself  to  the  record  as  made  out  by 
the  parties  in  interest. 

If  I  understand  it  to  be  the  desire  of  the  Department  that  I  shall 
request  further  affidavits  from  Dr.  Wilson,  and  a  copy  of  the  official 
report  from  the  local  authorities  of  Guayaquil,  at  the  hands  of  this  gov- 
ernment, I  will  endeavor  to  secure  such  data. 

Awaiting  instructions  from  the  Department,  I  have,  &c., 

KUMSEY  WING. 


No.  116. 
Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  183.]  United  States  Legation, 

QuitOy  Ecuador  J  January  16, 1872.  (Received  February  16.) 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  attach  (1)  copy  of  the  contract  lately  en- 
tered into  between  this  government  and  the  English  steam-line  on  this 
coast.  I  also  add  (2)  a  clipping  from  a  late  Panama  Star  and  Herald 
relative  to  the  increasing  wealth  of  this  now  powerful  monopoly.  I  see 
it  state<l  that  the  contemplated  French  steam-line  will  soon  be  in  oper- 
ation and  that  some  of  the  vessels  have  already  sailed  for  the  Pacific 
board.  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state,  however,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  various  and  powerful  European  influences  at  work  in  South 
America,  our  own  countrymen,  still  maintain  their  hold  upon  popular 
esteem  and  confidence  in  Ecuador.  As  a  renewed  evidence  of  this  fact 
I  may  note  the  arrival,  within  the  last  few  days,  at  this  capital  from  the 
United  States,  of  about  a  dozen  mechanics,  artisans,  &c.,  who  are  to 
inaugurate  American  systems  of  work  here,  and  the  employment  of 
additional  American  civil  engineers  by  this  government.  ^9\^ 
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The  first-named  came  out  under  special  contract  with  this  govern- 
ment. 

The  letter  of  Minister  Flores  in  El  Nacional  of  December  20, 1871, 
^forwarded  to  Department,)  bears  upon  this  subject.  It  will  be  observed 
rrom  the  correspondence  relative  to  Captain  Wesley  Clark,  in  El  Na- 
cional  No.  117,  that  the  pearl-fisheries  on  the  Ecuadorian  coast  are 
making  a  respectable  yield. 

The  intention  of  this  government  to  build  a  thorough  set  of  water- 
works at  Guayaquil  is  a  matter  that  I  wish  was  public  in  the  United 
States. 

It  would  suit  American  capital  and  energy  to  embark  therein.  If  this 
government  can  sustain  itself  financially  lor  a  few  years,  there  will  be 
many  works  undertaken  inviting  the  attention  of  enterprising  contract- 
ors.   I  hope  to  see  our  countrymen  secure  a  reasonable  amount  thereof. 

Truth  is,  that  with  an  American  steam-line  on  this  coast,  (which  I 
hope  to  see  inaugurated  during  General  Grant's  second  term,)  liberally 
sustained  and  skillfully  conducted,  there  is  no  valid  reason  why  our 
country  should  not  find  in  the  Southern  Pacific  one  of  its  most  magnifi- 
cent and  remunerative  fields  of  commerce.  Our  flag  ought  to  float  in 
these  harbors  to  the  exclusion  almost  of  that  of  any  other  nation. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING. 


No.  117. 
•  Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  186.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito^  Ecuadory  January  18, 1872.    (Received  February  16.) 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  express  the  gratification  with  which,  since  writing 
my  dispatch  No.  183, 1  have  received  and  read  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  late  message  upon  the  subject  of  "  steamship  subsidies.'' 

It  is  also  with  peculiar  interest  and  pleasure  that  I  observe  the  lucid 
and  cogent  reasoning  of  Secretary  Boutwell  in  regard  to  the  same  im- 
portant matter.  The  public-spirited  American  cannot  long  remain  in 
foreign  ports  without  imbibing  these  views  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
without  regard  to  his  former  opinions,  or  habits  of  thought,  or  political 
and  local  prejudices. 

You  will  pardon  me  for  thus  presuming  to  add  another  to  the  many 
communications  that  I  have  heretofore  addressed  to  the  Department, 
relative  to  our  shipping  and  foreign  commerce. 
I  have,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING. 


No.  118. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  193.]  United  States  Legation, 

QuitOj  Ecuador^  February  5, 1872.    (Received  March  22.) 
Sir  :  It  is  very  seldom  that  any  man  can  find  his  views  more  thor- 
oughly embodied  and  expressed  than  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
observe  in  the  inclosed  clipping  from  a  late  American  paper, 
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la  view  of  tbe  vivid  impression  made  upon  my  mind  by  what  I  have 
in  my  limited  sphere  seen  of  the  status  of  American  commercial  inter- 
ests and  naval  prestige,  I  trust  that  I  may  be  permitted  most  respect- 
fully to  call  this  article  to  the  attention  of  the  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUM3EY  WING. 


(No.  1.) 
A  WORD  FOR  THE  NAVY.' 

The  American  Navy  has  ever  been  the  special  prido  of  our  people.  Inheriting  consider- 
able glory  from  our  British  ancestors,  who  still  sing  of  *' Nelson  and  the  North/'  we 
have  claimed  equal  fame  for  our  long  line  of  heroes,  from  Paul  Jones,  HuU,  Lawrence, 
Hnd  Decatur,  down  to  our  own  day.  when  the  lament-ed  Farragut  won  for  himself 
and  his  cherished  profession  new  honors  and  an  undying  name.  The  followers  of  Far- 
ragut still  survive.  His  gallant  tars  still  repeat  tbe  song  and  story  dear  to  the  heart 
of  the  true-blue,  and,  cherishing  as  much  love  for  economy  and  the  pruning  of  our 
unnecessary  expenses  as  the  most  peaceful  of  all  peace-lovers,  we  do  not  want  to  see 
our  Navy  abolished  or  its  very  much  needed  organization  disordered  or  impaired. 

When  troubles  in  Cuban  waters  demand  all  our  available  force  near  home,  and  pos- 
sible Chinese  complications  may  call  for  a  class  of  vessels  yet  to  be  built,  we  think  the 
attention  of  Congress  should  be  called  to  a  few  facts  especially  dwelt  upon  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his  very  lucid  and  able  report.  The  needs  of  the  service  are 
great,  as  indeed  are  those  of  citizens  residing  abroad  or  obliged  to  travel  for  health  or 
business.  The  growth  of  our  country  and  its  position  among  the  powers  of  the  earth 
make  it  necessary  that  a  respectable  and  effective  force  remain  ready  at  all  times  to 
protect  our  rights,  and  uphold  the  honor  of  the  flag.  An  effective  naval  force  cannot 
be  improvised,  and  in  case  of  a  foreign  war  we  would  suffer  so  greatly  before  a  navy 
could  be  created  that  any  sacrifice  would  be  considered  proper  to  insure  protection. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Robeson  shows  that,  although  in  population,  wealth,  and  political 
importance,  we  claim  to  be,  and  are,  a  first-class  power  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
yet  in  regard  to  our  Navy  we  are  not  even  third-class.  Poor  Spain,  some  of  our  papers 
habitnally  ridicule  and  abuse,  has  a  naval  force  sufficient  to  overpower  our  little 
command  long  before  new  ships  could  take  the  sea  fdlly  armed  and  equipped.  So 
with  England,  France,  Italy,  Russia,  Austria,  and  now  Germany  is  making  great 
strides  in  the  same  direction.  It  behooves  the  wise  men  of  Congress  t'O  consider  these 
facto,  and  to  especlaUy  calculate  the  humiliation,  as  weU  as  loss,  the  nation  would 
suffer  by  a  war  liable  to  be  forced  upon  us  at  any  moment. 

With  the  immense  extent  of  unguarded  coast,  lined  with  wealthy  and  undefended 
cities,  it  seems  eminently  proper  that  means  should  be  taken  to  keep  up  the  organiza- 
tion, at  ODce  our  safety  as  well  as  our  pride.  For  peaceful  purposes  the  naval  foroea 
are  very  useful,  and  during  the  last  year  explorations  and  surveys  have  been  under* 
taken  of  immense  importance  to  civilization  and  the  republic.  The  Tehuantepeo  and 
Darien  Canal  surveys  are  great  works,  and  the  North  Pole  expedition,  all  reflect  great 
credit  on  the  Navy,  and  its  scientific  corps  holds  a  place  second  to  none  in  the  world. 
Let  Congress  examine  and  sustain  this  invaluable  Department. 


No.  119. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fislu 

No.  200.]  United  States  Legation. 

Quito^  Ecuador y  February  21  j  1872.    (Received  April  15.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  22d  of  February  received  the 
considerate  attention  of  this  government. 

The  bands  of  the  government  were  seat  to  serenade  this  legation.  Not 
only  the  diplomatic  accents  and  government  officials  paid  visits  to  my 
house,  but  many  proimnent  private  citizens  called  to  offer  their  compli- 
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President  Moreno  was  quite  unwell,  but  sent  his  staff  officers  with 
Minister  Leon,  who  presented  his  greetings,  together  with  the  most 
kindly  sentiments  toward  President  Grant  and  yourself.  I  merely 
mention  this  matter  in  order  that  you  may  appreciate  how  cordial  and 
sincere  an  interest  this  people  seem  to  evince  in  all  things  pertaining  to 
the  history  and  honor  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING. 


Ko.  120. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  211.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito^  Ecmdor^  April  2, 1872.   (Received  May  18.) 

Sir  :  I  have  recently  received  many  gratifying  proofs  of  the  warm 
feeling  existing  here  toward  our  Government,  in  all  circles. 

President  Moreno  and  his  ministers  have  been  especially  pleased  with 
the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  which  Minister  Flores  has  received 
from  President  Grant  and  your  excellency. 

I  think  I  may  truly  say  that  our  Government  does  not  stand  more 
highly  and  affectionately  in  the  estimation  of  any  people  than  it  does 
among  the  Ecuadorians  to-day. 

Public  sentiment  favors  us,  and  Americans  are  being  employed  in 
almost  all  the  walks  of  industry  and  improvement.    This  state  of  affairs 
has  resulted  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  and  is  in  marked  con- 
trast to  the  former  prestige  of  our  Government  and  people  here. 
*  #  **  *  #  «* 

I  am,  &c., 

RUMSEY  WING. 


No.  121. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  229.]  United  States  Legation, 

QuitOj  Ecuador y  July  5, 1872.    (Received  August  19.) 

Sib:  I  have  pleasure  in  being  able  to  report  to  you  that  our 
national  anniversary  was  very  generally  observed  in  this  city,  in  a  man- 
ner most  flattering  to  the  United  States. 

President  Moreno  has  been  absent  from  the  city  for  several  weeks 
past,  but  by  his  instructions  the  bands  of  the  government  and  a  guard 
of  honor  were  sent  to  this  legation. 

During  the  course  of  the  day  Minister  Leon  and  the  chief  officers  of 
the  government,  together  with  most  of  the  principal  citizens,  called  in 
person  at  this  legation.  The  foreigners  of  all  nationalities  (inclusive 
of  the  English)  also  came  to  offer  their  congratulations. 

I  was  particularly  impressed  with  the  vivid  sense  of  kindness  and 
gratitude  with  which  the  French  residents  of  this  capital  seem  to  re- 
gard this  legation,  which  was  the  recipient  of  many  offerings  of  flags 
and  flowers  from  them  during  the  day.  ^  j 
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The  feeling  exhibited,  likewise  by  the  native  officials  and  citizens 
was,  without  exception,  of  a  most  cordial  and  gratifying  character. 

This  day  has  added  another  to  the  number  of  the  pleasant  reminis- 
cences of  my  sojourn  in  Ecuador ;  and  has  again  evinced  the  universal 
esteem  and  respect  felt  for  the  Oreat  Republic  throughout  all  circles 
here. 

I  am,  &o., 

EUMSEY  WTNQ. 


[Inclosare  in  No.  229.] 

TranelatUm  of  an  article  c<mtained  in  No,  191  of  "  El  Nadonal "  of  July  15,  of  this  dty, 

forwarded  heretoiih, 

THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

This  glorious  day,  the  aDniversary  of  the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  Ainerica,  the  model  of  the  modern  republics,  was  observed  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Win^  in  a  most  becoming  manner. 

On  the  previous  evening  his  house  was  serenaded  by  the  bands  of  the  two  bodies  of 
soldiery  now  stationed  in  this  city,  who  were  generously  treated  by  him.  On  the  day 
of  the  4th  he  received  congratulatory  visits  n-om  all  the  most  eminent  members  of 
Quitonian  society.  But  aside  from  the  just  motives  that  all  true  republicans  had  for 
felicitation  upon  that  notable  day,  was  the  fact  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wing  hasestab-* 
lished  such  pleasant  relations,  and  is  so  universally  respected,  and  enjoys  such  genuine 
popularity  here. 


Ko.  122. 

Mr.  Wing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  234.]  United  States  Legation, 

Quito^  Ecuador^  August  8,  1872.    (Eeceived  September  16.) 

Sm :  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that  tbe  favorable  considera- 
tion  with  which  our  countrymen  are  regarded  by  this  government  still 
continues,  and  that  quite  a  large  party  of  American  artisans,  mechan- 
ics, &c.,  &c.,  together  with  several  families,  are  expected  here  within  a 
day  or  two.    These  persons  are  employed  directly  by  the  government. 

I  regret  to  hear  a  rumor  this  morning  that  one  of  the  number  has 
died  in  the  passage  of  the  mountains,  and  trust  that  it  may  prove  to  be 
"nothing  more  than  a  rumor. 

The  recent  works  and  reports  of  the  American  engineers  have  also 
given  great  satisfaction. 

A  brief  report  of  Mr.  Eogers,  of  New  York,  concerning  a  long  and 
arduous  exploring  trip  on  foot,  from  this  city  to  Marabi,  (which  is  des- 
tined to  become  one  of  the  chief  sea-ports  on  this  coast,)  is  interesting, 
and  will  be  supplemented  by  a  report  in  full  at  an  early  day,  I  hear. 
Tliere  seems  also  to  be  an  increasing  desire  to  seek  the  American  mar- 
kets 5  and  I  am  aware  that  several  classes  of  contracts  that  have  here- 
tofore been  monopolized  by  Europeans  will  hereafter  be  turned  into 
American  channels.  Coniparatively  si>eaking,  our  countrymen  are  still 
but  few  in  Ecuador.  They  are  assuming  a  strong  popular  hold,  how- 
ever, and  are,  I  think,  destined,  with  discretion  and  proper  manage- 
ment, eventually  to  exert  the  same  influence,  pecuniary  and  personal, 
here,  that  they  now  do  in  Peru  and  Chili. 

The  tendency  in  that  direction  has  been  marked  within  the  past  two 
years. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUMSEY  WING. 
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Ko.  123. 

Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Wing. 

No.  91.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofij  September  28, 1872. 
Sm :  Your  dispatch  No.  234,  under  date  of  August  8,  has  been  received. 
The  information  therein  contained  respecting  the  increase  of  American 
enterprise  and  influence  in  Ecuador  is  received  with  satisfaction. 

It  is  desired  that  any  effort  which  may  be  made  by  American  citizens 
residing  abroad  to  extend  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  countries  should  be  encouraged. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


FRANCE. 

No.  124. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  WasKbume. 

No.  335.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  9, 1871. 
Sir  :  The  following  jBxtract  from  a  report  made  by  Minister  Leon  to 
the  Congress  of  Ecuador,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  a  dispatch  of 
the  21st  of  August  last,  from  our  minister  at  Quito,  is  transmitted  for 
your  information : 

Oar  citizens  in  Paris  having  been  exposed  to  the  consequences  of  the  horrible 
Franco-German  war  without  any  Ecnadorian  diplomatic  agent  which  could  protect 
their  persons  and  property,  found  in  the  minister  plenipotentiary  (the  Hon.  £.  B. 
Washbume)  of  the  United  States  of  America  aid  and  protection. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  125. 

Mr.  Washbume  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  551.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  October  30, 1871.  (Received  November  16.) 
Sm :  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  advised  the  Department  of  the  action  I 
have  taken  since  I  have  occupied  my  present  position,  in  regard  to  Mexi- 
can subjects  finding  themselves  in  France.  Being  without  representatives . 
of  any  character  here  they  have  often  applied  to  me,  a«  being  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power,  to  pierform  certain  acts 
necessary  for  their  protection,  for  the  certification  of  documents,  and  to 
issue  papers  in  the  nature  of  passports.  Though  I  have  had  no  particu- 
lar authority  from  any  quarter,  yet,  being  called  upon  by  Mexican  sub- 
jects who  were  in  very  embarrassed  positions,  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
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in  the  interests  of  good  neighborhood  and  of  the  friendly  feeling  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  to  act  officilaliy  in  behalf  of  the  parties 
who  have  thns  applied  to  me.  In  every  case  my  action'  has  been  re- 
spected by  the  French  government.  I  have  considered  it  right  to  advise 
you  of  what  I  have  done  in  this  regard,  and  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  I  have  acted,  to  the  end  that  the  Mexican  government  might 
know  the  reasons  which  influenced  me  to  extend  my  good  offices  to  its 
citizens  in  France. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  B.  WASHBURNB. 


No.  126.     • 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Washhurne. 

ISo.  358.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  JSTovemher  20, 1871. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  Ko.  651,  in  regard  to  the  protection  extended  by  you  to  Mexican 
subjects  residing  in  France,  and  in  reply  to  state  that  your  action  as 
therein  set  forth  is  approved  by  the  Department.  You  will  continue  to 
use  your  good  offices  in  their  behalf  if  no  objection  is  entertained  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 
I  am,  &c«, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  127. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Washburne. 

No.  375.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Janimry  15,  1871. 

J  IK :  I  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  a  note*  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
ressed  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Mexico  by  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  concerning  the  good  offices  extended  by  you  to  Mexican 
citizens  in  France. 
I  am,  &c, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  128. 

Mr.  Washburne  to  Mr.  Fish, 

[Extract.] 

No.  623.]  liEaATiON  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  April  1,  1872.    (Received  April  19.) 
Sib  :  The  National  Assembly  adjourned  on  Saturday  afternoon  until 
the  22d  instant.    Just  before  the  adjournment  Mr.  Thiers  appeared  at 

•  For  note  see  iucloaure  to  dispatch  from  United  States  minister  to  Mexico  of  Decem- 
ber 18,  1871.  C^nir^n]p> 
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the  tribune,  to  make,  as  he  said,  a  brief  exposition  of  the  sitaation. 
You  will  find  his  speech  reported  at  length  in  the  Journal  Officiel  of  the 
30th  instant.  It  was  very  well  received.  Speaking  of  the  financial  sit- 
uation, he  said : 

Do  not  forget  that  since  at  this  day  a  similarity  of  government  draws  as  closer  to 
the  United  States,  do  not  forget  the  great  example  they  have  given  to  the  world  in 
proportioning  the  taxes  to  the  hardens  they  had  assumed.  On  their  part,  this  was 
very  praiseworthy,  for  they  had  assumed  these  hardens  voluntarily.  We,  who  have 
not  voluntarily  assumed  the  hurdens  which  weigh  upon  us,  must  not  show  less 
courage  in  hearing  them,  and  the  true  courage  which  France,  understanding  her  posi- 
tion, recommends  to  you,  gentlemen,  is  to  place  the  receipts  on  a  level  with  our  uua- 
voidahle  expenses. 

The  French  are  not  relaxing  their  passport  system,  but  are  enforcing 
it  more  and  more  strictly,  greatly  to  the  disgust  of  all  foreigners  visiting 
or  proposing  to  visit  France,  and  particularly  of  the  English. 


I  have,  &c., 


E.  B.  WASHBURNE. 


No.  129. 

Mr.  Washbume  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract] 

No.  671.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

PariSy  August  2, 1872.    (Received  August  15.) 

Sib  :  The  National  Assembly  has  substantially  completed  its  labors 
for  the  session,  and  has  determined  to  adjourn  over  from  the  4th  instant 
until  the  11th  of  November.  Mr.  Thiers  has  greatly  strengthened  him- 
self in  the  country  within  the  last  few  months,  and  it  may  be  said  that 
he  is  now  completely  master  of  the  situation.  He  goes  to  Tronville,  on 
the  sea-shore,  for  a  little  rest,  and  after  that  it  is  said  that  be  will  go  to 
Fontainebleau,  to  remain  untilthe  assembly  shall  reconvene. 

The  success  of  the  three-milliard  loan  is  something  astonishing.  It 
has  been  covered  twelve  times  and  a  half,  and  the  French  people  are 

very  much  rejoiced. 

#  •  *  «  *  *  • 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  B.  WA8HBURNE. 


No.  130. 

Mr.  Wasilibume  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

No.  675.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  Augtist  23, 1872.  (Received  September  6. 
Sir  :  The  most  perfect  peace  and  quiet  remain  throughout  all  France 
at  the  present  time.  The  extraordinary  success  of  the  loan  has  flat- 
tered the  pride  of  the  French  people  amazingly.  Though  immense 
amounts  were  taken  abroad,  yet  it  seems  they  are  all  coming  back  to 
France,  and  are  now  being  absorbed  in  small  sums  by  the  common  peo- 
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pie.  The  result  will  be  in  the  end  that  almost  the  entire  loan  will  be 
held  in  France.  Every  person  in  the  whole  country  who  hasafew 
hundred  francs  is  wishing  to  invest  it  in  the  new  loan,  and  it  has  now 
reached  a  premium  of  four  and  one-half  or  five  per  cent.  It  would  be  a 
good  permanent  investment,  even  at  a  higher  rate  of  premium.  The  vast 
amount  of  money  in  the  country  which  this  loan  has  brought  out  has 
astonished  everybody,  and  it  shows  the  immense  wealth  of  the  nation. 
And  in  the  face  of  wars  and  revolutions  this  wealth  is  being  rapidly  in- 
creased. The  value  of  the  wines  manufactured  last  year  far  exceeded 
that  of  any  previous  year,  and  the  promise  is  equally  great  for  the 
present  year.  The  crop  of  cereals  this  year  is  unprecedented,  and  there 
will  be  a  large  export.  All  these  things  tend  to  make  the  masses  of  the 
people  more  satisfied  and  contented. 


I  have,  &c., 


E.  B.  WASHBITENE. 


No.  131, 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Washburne, 

No.  430.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingt&n^  July  22,  1872. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Department,  and  the  suggestion 
is  concurred  in,  that,  if  the  sympathy  which  we  entertain  for  the  inhu- 
manly persecuted  Hebrews  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia  were  made  known  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited, 
it  might  quicken  and  encourage  the  efiforts  of  that  government  to  dis- 
charge its  duty  as  a  protesting  power,  pursuant  to  the  obligations  of 
the  treaty  between  certain  European  States.  Although  we  are  not  a  party 
to  that  instrument,  and,  as  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance 
adverted  to  is  so  enormous  as  to  impart  to  it,  as  it  were,  a  cosmopolitan 
character,  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds 
are  alike  interested. 

You  will  consequently  communicate  on  this  subject  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  the  French  Eepublic  in  such  way  as  you  may  sup- 
pose might  be  most  likely  to  compass  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  132. 

Mr.  Wdshbume  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  679.J  Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

FariSj  September  5, 1872.    (Received  September  19.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  Mr.  de  E^musatand  myself,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
persecution  of  the  Israelites  in  Moldo-Wallachia,  referred  to  in  your  dis- 
patch No.  430,  of  July  22. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  B.  WASHBURNE. 

Digitizec 
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[Incloflure  1  in  No.  679.] 

^        Mr,  Washburne  to  Mr.  JR^uaaU 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Fans,  August  9, 1872. 

Sir:  My  Government  sympatbises  deeply  with  the  Hebrews  who  are  being  bo  in- 
humanly persecnted  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia.  Mr.  Fish  thinks 
that  if  the  feelings  of  the  Gftvernment  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  made 
known  to  the  Government  of  the  French  Republic,  it  might  aid  in  carrying  out  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty  between  certain  European  states  in  respect  to  protection  of 
the  persecuted  class.  Although  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  not  a  party  to 
that  instrument,  and  as  a  rule  scrupulously  abstains  from  all  interference,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  public  affairs  in  that  quarter,  the  grievance  adverted  to  is  so  flagrant  as 
to  impart  to  it,  as  it  were,  a  cosmopolitan  character,  in  the  redress  of  which  all  coun- 
tries, governments,  and  creeds  are  alike  interested. 

I  am  happy  in  communicating  to  your  excellency  the  views  of  Mr.  Fish  on  this 
subject*,  as  I  feel  assured  they  will  be  cordially  responded  to  by  you. 

My  Government  will  hail  with  satisfaction  aU  action  of  the  republic  of  France 
which  will  tend  to  put  a  termination  to  a  series  of  relentless  persecutions,  which  have 
become  the  opprobrium  of  Christian  civilization. 

I  take  this  occasion  to.  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

E.  B.  WASHBURNE. 


[Indosare  2  in  No.  679.] 

Mr,  lUmusat  to  Mr,  Washburne, 

*  [Translation.] 

Paris,  August  30, 1872. 

Sir:  Excuse  me  for  not  having  sooner  answered  the  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I  had 
the  honor  to  receive  from  you  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fish  as  well  as  of  yourself,  recom- 
mending to  the  kind  interests  of  the  French  government  the  situation  of  the  Israelites 
in  the  principality  of  Moldo- Wallachia.  This  situation  has  been  several  times  seriously 
compromised;  the  passions  of  the  populace  and  the  weakness  of  the  authorities  have 
put  their  lives  in  peril  as  well  as  the  safety  of  their  establishments.  You  are  un- 
doubtedly aware  that  our  consul-general  in  several  instances  acted  with  the  American 
consul-general  in  making  the  necessary  representations  to  the  Roumanian  government, 
with  the  respect  due  to  an  independent  government.  We  never  neglected  to  make  to 
the  consul  at  Bucharest  observations  urging  justice  and  humanity,  and  we  have 
obtained  assurances  for  the  future  which  respond  to  our  wishes.  You  can  say,  sir, 
to  Mr.  Fish,  that  when  the  occasion  presents  itself,  we  shall  insist  that  equal  protec- 
tion be  accorded  in  Roumania  to  residents  of  all  creeds.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  our 
intentions  in  this  respect  accord  with  the  sentiments  you  have  expressed  to  me. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  &c. 

RfiMUSAT. 


GERMANY. 

No.  133. 
Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 


No.  298.]  American  Legation, 

Berlin^  November  20, 1871.    (Received  December.  8.) 

Sir  :  The  session  of  the  German  Parliament  will  be  closed  on  Satur- 
day next.  One  of  its  measures  was  to  lay  aside  forty  millions  of  thaJers 
in  specie  as  a  fund  not  to  be  used  for  any  purpose  but  preparations  for 
a  campaign  on  the  outbreak  of  a  war.    Such  a  reserve  brings  with  it  a 
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loss  of  two  millions  a  year,  but  the  measure  was  adopted  by  a  great 
majority. 

On  the  reform  of  the  coinage  there  was  a  great  diversity  of  opinion. 
The  result  has  been  the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  gov- 
ernment, though  not  without  some  variation.  The  act  contemplates  a 
transition  period  to  be  followed  by  a  definitive  act  establishing  one  uni- 
form currency  for  the  German  Empire.  The  thaler  and  the  groschen 
are  abolished;  the  unit  of  currency  is  fixed  at  the  mark,  |  of  the 
thaler,  about  24  cents.  The  mark  is  divided  into  100  parts,  as  the  franc 
in  France.  During  the  interim  gold  and  silver  are  alike  legal  tender, 
the  relation  of  gold  to  silver  being,  as  in  France,  15 J  to  1.  All  gold 
coinage  now  in  circulation  and  under  weight  will  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
old  silver  coinage  is  lil^ewise  gradually  to  disappear.  The  right  to  coin 
is  not  reserved  exclusively  to  the  Emperor. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  German  government  is  that  one  single 
mint  could  not  issue  the  new  coin  fast  enough  to  meet  the  public  wants, 
and  therefore  every  state  which  has  a  mint  must  take  part  in  coining 
the  new  pieces. 

A  very  large  minority  were  in  favor  of  an  international  coinage,  but 
an  amendment  tending  to  that  result  was  voted  down. 

The  measure  therefore  does  no  more  than  regulate  and  unify  the  coin- 
age of  the  German  Empire. 

On  the  part  of  Bavaria  a  measure  has  been  proposed  taking  from  the 
pulpit  any  immunity  it  may  have  had  as  a  disseminator  of  sedition  or 
treason,  rendering  preachers  amenable  to  law. 

The  Catholics  in  this  kingdom,  constituting  about  one-third  of  the 
population,  have  always  been  treated  by  the  Prussian  government  with 
forbearance  and  even  with  favor,  and  by  the  conservative  party  were 
esteemed  and  almost  cherished  as  allies.  .  But  the  new  dogma  has  led 
to  complications  that  have  disturbed  the  former  state  of  tranquillity. 

In  a  public  school  the  Catholics  attempted  the  dismissal  of  a  Catholic 
teacher  who  declined  to  accept  the  dogma  of  infallibility,  and  the  gov- 
ernment refused  to  remove  him  for  that  cause. 

The  Catholic  bishops,  most  of  whom  before  going  to  the  late  council 
were  opposed  to  the  new  dogma,  proceeded  to  sSdress  the  King  directly, 
and  claim  his  interposition  to  save  them  from  what  they  called  an  inter- 
ference with  the  liberty  of  conscience.  The  King  was  most  reluctant  to 
be  brought  into  controversy  with  the  Eoman  Catholic  prelates.  But  be- 
ing forced  to  reply,  he  took  his  ground  with  decision.  Fully  asserting 
the  principle  of  religious  liberty,  he  reminded  the  bishops  that  they  did 
not  even  pretend  that  any  law  had  been  infringed,  reproved  them  for 
exciting  discontent  in  the  Catholics  in  Prussia,  and  offered  them  no 
way  to  a  change  except  through  the  established  constitutional  channels. 
I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 


No.  134. 
Mr.  Ba/ncroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  302.]  Ambeioan  Legation, 

Berlin^  December  2, 1871.    (Received  December  26.) 
Sir:  The  Americans  sojourning  in  Berlin  celebrated  the  national 
thanksgiving-day  in  the  morning  by  religious  services,  in  the  afternoon 
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by  a  public  dinner,  at  which  about  two  hundred  were  present.  Among 
the  guests  was  Prince  Hohenlohe-Schillingsfiirst,  late  prime  minister  of 
Bavaria,  during  whose  ministry  our  treaty  of  naturalization  with  Bava- 
ria was  concluded  and  ratified.  He  is  now  first  vice-president  of  the 
Diet  of  the  German  Empire,  and  is  one  of  the  purest  and  most  enlight- 
ened statesmen  of  Germany.  Prince  Bismarck  had  promised  us  to  be 
present,  but  was  detained  by  severe  indisposition.  Of  the  high  officers 
of  the  goveriiment,  we  had  Mr.  Von  Philipsborn,  who,  in  1868,  ren- 
dered us  more  service  in  bringing  our  naturalization  treaty  to  a  happy 
issue  thanany  one  except  the  chancellor.  The  Berlin  CTuiversity  was  repre- 
sented by  its  rector,  and  by  several  of  its  most  distinguished  professors. 
Mr.  Petre,  for  the  interim  the  representative  of  Great  Britain  in  Ber- 
lin, also  gave  us  the  pleasure  of  his  company.  All  sections  of  our 
country  were  represented.  The  toast  in  honor  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  received  with  a  unanimity  which  showed  how  greatly 
the  asperity  of  party  feeling  has  died  away,  and  given  place  to  the 
sentiment  of  nationality.  In  reply  to  that  toast,  Prince  Hohenlohe  rose, 
of  his  own  choice,  and  delivered  a  short  speech,  of  which  there  follows 
an  exact  translation : 

Most  honored  tadies  and  gkntlkmkn:  Should  you  travel  through  the  small 
cities  and  market-places  of  my  native  Bavaria,  especially  of  Franoonia,  you  would  not 
easily  find  a  spot  where  one  or  more  of  the  inhahitants  are  not  connected,  either  by 
family  ties  or  business  relations,  with  the  United  States,  and  indeed  it  could  not  be 
otherwise.  For  long  years  of  that  period  which  lies  behind  us,  in  which  legislation 
hindered  the  free  development  of  our  every-day  life,  America  has  been  the  refuge 
of  thousands  of  iudustrious  laborers ;  for  long  years  of  political  wrestling  she  has 
been  the  refuge  of  many  honest  combatants  for  the  cause  that  to-day  has  triumphed. 

Through  long  years  has  Germany  looked  toward  the  free  States  of  America  with 
hope  ana  consolation.  In  this  way  intelleotutd  and  material  bands  have  been  fastened, 
both  of  which  are  alike  indissoluble.  Every  pulsation  of  American  life  is  felt  on  this 
side  the  oQean. 

In  the  last  decade  with  what  intensoness  we  watched  the  great  battle  of  the  United 
States  for  their  Union ;  this  battle  was  fought  for  our  union,  too. 

In  like  manner  have  our  struggles  enjoyed  the  sympathy  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Of  this  we  have  received  the  grandest  and  sublimest  proofs ;  and  I  am  happy 
to-day  to  be  allowed  to  express  the  thanks  of  Oermany.  I  offer,  then,  this  glass  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  They  were  a  support  to  Germany  at  the  beginning  of  our 
political  development.  They  were  our  generous  and  unen vying  friends  in  the  time 
of  our  victories.  They  will,  I  am  confident,  be  our  faithful  allies  in  the  peaceful  devel- 
opment of  our  greatness.    Long  live  the  United  States  of  America ! 

At  a  later  hour  in  the  evening  Mr.  Von  Philipsborn  made  some 
remarks  on  the  festival  as  having  its  foundation  in  the  purity  of  Amer- 
ican family  life.  In  the  course  of  them  he  introduced  the  following 
observations  : 

As  in  the  life  of  men  so  in  the  life  of  nations,  there  are  sympathies  and  antipathies. 
Between  Germany  and  the  United  States,  between  the  United  States  and  Germany 
there  exist  only  sympathies,  and  I  see  no  one  point  that  can  give  rise  to  a  doubt  that 
it  wiU  continue  so. 

I  have  the  more  satisfaction  in  reporting  to  you  the  remarks  of  Prince 
Hohenlohe  and  of  the  ministerial  director,  Mr.  Von  Philipsborn,  as  they 
were  deliberately  made,  and  were  intended  to  mark  the  sentiments  of 
Southern  and  of  Northern  Germany,  alike  of  governments  and  people 
toward  the  United  States.  We  were  all  delighted  at  the  calm  and  sin- 
cere manner  in  which  Prince  Hohenlohe  declared  that  it  was  our  success 
in  our  great  struggle  for  union  which  made  the  union  of  Germany  pos- 
sible. Continuing:  the  subject  in  conversation,  he"  explained  to  me  how 
our  defeat  would  have  given  such  strength  to  the  spirit  of  separatism  in 
Germany  that  the  German  States  never  could  have  formed  an  efficient 
confederation.    This  accorded  exactly  with  the  judgment  which  I  had 
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formed.    The  men  who  fought  successfully  for  our  Union  opened  the  way 
for  the  renovation  of  Germany. 

•  •  •  •  •  m        ^      m  • 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 


No.  135. 

Mr.  Bnncroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  304.]  American  Legation, 

Berlin,  December  4, 1871.    (Received  Dec.  26.) 

Sib:  The  session  of  the  German  Parliament  wa«  terminated  on  Sat- 
urday evening.  The  bill  wliich  with  logical  impartiality  applied  the 
principle  of  equality  to  all  places  and  all  persons  in  regard  to  public 
uUerances  on  political  subjects,  obtained  on  the  second  reading  a  ma- 
jority of  seventy-one,  and  a  still  larger  majority  on  the  final  vote. 

In  the  Course  of  the  debate  on  the  second  reading,  Mr.  Von  Lutz, 
the  most  important  member  of  the  present  ministry  of  Bavaria,  gave  an 
account  of  an  official  interview  which  he  had  two  years  ago  with  the 
Eoman  Catholic  bishop  of  Passau.    In  the  course  of  it  he  remarked : 

The  bishop  at  that  time  made  to  me  a  thorough  political  exposition,  in  Mfhich  he 
explained  that,  do  what  one  would,  the  chnrch  strives  for  supremacy  in  the  state.  It 
had  up  to  this  time  made  the  experiment  with  aU  forms  of  govern  men t,  and  had 
never  yet  attained  its  end.  Out  of  absolutism  in  the  present  times,  nothing  more  was 
to  be  made.  Constitutionalism  had  not  proved  itself  a  suitable  means  for  establishing 
the  dominion  of  the  church.  Now  the  church  was  striving  for  other  means.  It  would 
next  connect  itself  with  the  democracy  and  the  masses,  in  order  to  obtain  the  proposed 
end. 

This  anecdote  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  Mr.  Von  Lutz  is  himself  a 
Catholic,  though  opposed  to  clerical  dominion  in  temporal  things. 

It  is  well  understood  in  Germany  that  during  our  civil  war  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  ultramontane  Catholics  were  strongly  enlisted  for  the 
southern  insurgents. 

The  house  by  a  majority  of  sixteen  on  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
by  a  larger  majority  on  the  third  reading,  made  provision  for  an  active 
army  of  a  little  more  than  450,000  men  for  three  years  to  come.  The 
house,  in  which  the  liberal  party  had  a  majority,  yielded  this  point  to 
the  government,  as  the  best  mode  of  commanding  peace.  It  is  the 
general  wish  to  prevent  war  by  being  prepared  for  it. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 


No.  136. 

Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Msh. 

No.  343.]  Ameeican  Leoation, 

Berlinj  March  18, 1872.    (Received  April  4.) 
SiE:  The  union  of  the  twenty-five  German  states,  forming  the  leading 
I)ower  in  Central  Europe,  with  a  Protestant  at  its  head  as  Emperor, 
alarms  the  ultramontanes.    In  their  desire  for  power  they  aim  at  intro- 
ducing divisions  between  branches  of  the  German  people,  as  well  as 
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between  the  German  princes,  and  at  obtaining  the  sole  direction  of  the 
education  of  the  Catholic  population. 

Prince  Bismarck  met  the  danger  by  a  measure  marked  by  equal  firm- 
ness and  moderation.  His  policy  asserts  at  once  freedom  of  religious 
opinon  and  freedom  of  the  state  from  ecclesiastical  interference.  He 
vindicated  for  the  state  the  right  of  superintending  the  education  of  its 
children,  and  while  alike  the  Catholic  and  the  Protestant  clergy  are 
still  to  be  employed  in  the  superintendence  of  the  public  schools,  their 
inherent  ri^ht  to  do  so  independent  of  the  state  and  in  defiance  of  the* 
state  is  denied.  This  is  the  extent  of  the  measure  which  has  been 
adopted  in  Prussia  for  regulating  the  snpervision  of  schools.  Baden 
has  gone  further,  and  has  denied  to  members  of  the  Jesuit  and  other 
religions  orders  permission  to  take  part  in  public  instruction. 

The  bishops,  particularly  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  kingdom,  support 
the  decisions  of  the  late  council  at  Rome  by  frequent  excommunication. 

Xow,  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Prussian  code  which  secures  every  Prus- 
sian against  the  forfeiture  of  any  civil  right  on  account  of  religious 
opinion.  The  government  therefore  holds  itself  bound  to  devise  meas- 
ures which  shall  make  the  sentence  of  excommunication  harmless  in  all 
that  regards  civil  rights.  It  is  hard  to  say  how  far  this  antagonism  may 
extend,  so  closely  have  the  family  relations  been  connected  with  the 
church.  It  may  become  necessary  to  give  to  marriage  in  all  ca^es  the 
character  of  a  civil  coiltract  5  then  in  schools  and  universities  to  main- 
tain Roman  Catholic  professors  and  teachers  in  their  places  in  spite  of 
their  having  incurred  the  censure  of  Roman  Catholic  prelates. 

The  question  is  extending  necessarily  to  church  property.  The  right 
of  the  schismatic  priest  to  continue  his  functions  is  not  to  be  denied ; 
and  not  being  displaced,  he  is  to  continue  to  enjoy  the  income  belong- 
ing to  his  office. 

Men  look  further,  and  ask  after  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the  endow- 
ments of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  states  of  Germany,  and  it  begins  to 
be  said  that  the  old  Catholics  must  have  their  share. 

The  political  aspects  of  the  question  manifest  themselves  still  more 
clearly.  The  minister  of  public  worship  and  instruction  in  Austria, 
swayed  perhaps  in  some  measure  by  a  desire  to  conciliate  Catholic  influ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  settlements  of  the  Galilean  and  electoral  questions, 
has  issued  a  circular  which  scarcely  leaves  any  rights  to  the  old  Catho- 
lics, as  they  are  called,  while  in  Germany  they  are  to  retain  all  their 
rights.  In  France  the  ultramontanes  are  storming  the  assembly  with 
petitions,  having  for  their  object  the  re-establishment  of  the  temporal 
power  of  the  Pope  5  but  by  such  a  measure  Catholic  France  and  Catho- 
lic Italy  would  come  into  collision,  and  the  dread  of  it  forces  Italy  into 
closer  relations  with  Protestant  Germany. 

Thus  the  movement  which  was  initiated  in  order  to  divide  the  people 
and  the  princes  of  Germany  only  serves  to  consolidate  their  union. 
I  remain,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 


No.  137. 

Mr,  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  351.1  American  Legation, 

BerKUj  April  9, 1872.    (Received  April  25.) 
SiE:  The  Germana  Parliament  was  opened  yesterday  by  Prince  Bis- 
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marck.  Notice  was  made  in  the  Emperor's  speech  of  the  consular  treaty 
-with  the  United  States,  which  will  be  at  once  laid  before  Parliament, 
and  undoubtedly  receive  its  approbation.  Nothing  else  in  the  speech 
deserves  your  particular  attention,  except  the  reiterated  assertion  that 
the  unity  of  Germany  is  a  guarantee  of  the  peace  of  Europe. 
I  remain,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 


No.  138. 
Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  364.]  American  Legation, 

Berlin^  May  14, 1872.    (Received  June  6.) 

Sir:  The  exceedingly  large  emigration  this  spring  to  the  United 
States  is  exciting  much  comment,  and  among  the  agriculturists  not  a 
little  dissatisfaction.  The  German  papers  have  been  for  some  weeks 
filled  with  letters  and  articles  complaining  of  it  as  an  evil,  and  suggest- 
ing all  sorts  of  remedies.    The  discussion  has  now  reached  Parliament. 

Here  are  a  few  extracts : 

The  Pommeranian  Agricultural  Society  at  its  recent  general  meeting 
passed  resolutions — 

1.  To  request  the  chaDceUot  of  the  empire  to  epjoin  npon  ^onsnls  in  America  to 
asoert^in  how  many  able-bodied  laborers  there  are  in  the  ports  of  America  who  wonld 
be  disposed,  npon  condition  of  a  free  passage,  to  return  to  Europe. 

2.  To  recommend  a  greater  stiingency  in  the  police  laws  regulating  emigration. 

A  late  number  of  the  Official  Gazette  at  Coslin  contains  a  summons  to  two  hundred 
and  forty  young  men  liable  to  military  duty  out  of  one  district  alone,  (that  of  Stolp.) 
to  appear  for  enlistment.  Besides  these,  '^  Landwehr  "  men  in  great  numbers  are  cited, 
but  always  in  vain. 

The  district  of  Lauenburg,  with  a  population  of  41,000,  has  sent  to  America  this 
spring  already  1,500  souls.  Nor  is  this  all*  for  every  fortnight  there  are  now  going 
some  300  to  400  more. — Speech  in  the  Diet  of  Herr  Von  Venzin, 

Some  of  the  journalists  and  of  their  correspondents  affect  to  regard  this 
excessive  emigration  as  the  result  only  of  the  enticements  of  interested 
agents,  and  profess  much  sympathy  for  the  deluded  victims,  who  are 
represented  as  longing  only  to  get  away  again  from  the  promised  land, 
if  they  had  but  the  means.  But  the  more  intelligent,  or  the  more  candid, 
see  in  it  only  the  natural  result  of  evident  causes. 

Upon  a  petition  being  recently  presented  to  the  Diet  by  emigrant- 
agents  at  Bremen  to  regulate  by  legislation  the  business  of  emigrant- 
forwarding  as  a  trade,  the  Committee  to  whom  the  mj^tter  was  referred 
reported  in  favor  of  such  legislation.  The  same  committee  recom- 
mended to  Parliament  not  to  entertain  the  proposition  of  some  land- 
holders of  Pommerania  to  abolish  emigrant-agencies,  and  declared — 
*'  That  the  emigration  fever  which  at  present  appears  in  a  remarkable 
degree  to  prevail  throughout  Germany,  has  its  source  in  far  deeper 
reasons  than  the  reductions  of  emigrant-agents.  It  is  not  agents  so 
much  as  their  fellow-countrymen  who  are  already  over  there,  and  who, 
justly  or  not,  laud  their  condition." 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  emigration  which  is  exciting  so 
much  attention,  I  subjoin  the  figures  furnished  me  from  the  three  prin- 
cipal ports,  Bremen,  Hamburg,  and  Stettin,  of  the  emigration  in  the 
first  four  months  of  this  year.  The  numbers  in  this  and  the  following 
months  will  be,  from  all  appearances,  as  large. 

The  three  steamship-lines  which  run  from  the  above  ports  are  exert- 
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ing  themselves  to  meet  the  great  demands  made  upon  them*  Bight 
steamers  in  this  month  are  ^vertised  to  sail  from  Hamburg  alone  to 
New  York,  from  Bremen  seven ;  so  that,  without  reckoning  those  from 
Stettin,  a  steamer  will  leave  Germany  for  New  York  every  other  day  in 
the  month. 

In  this  connection  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  communities  of  the  sect 
called  Mennoniten,  now  settled  in  West  Prussia,  and  numbering  some 
25^000  souls,  are  seriously  contemplating  emigration  to  America.  Their 
principal  motive  is  the  avoidance  of  military  service,  which  their  creed 
forbids.  They  are  reputed  to  be  a  thrifty,  temperate,  and  industrious 
people,  and  I  am  assured  that  they  are  among  the  best  agriculturists  in 
Grermany. 

The  elder  of  one  of  these  communities  recently  wrote  to  me  to  ascertain 
what  guarantee  our  Government  could  give  to  his  brethren,  in  case  of  their 
emigration,  of  immunity  from  military  service  in  the  event  of  war.  I  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  provisions  of  our  enrollment  law  in  the  late  war 
in  favor  of  similar  sects,  as  indicating  a  degree  of  immunity  of  which 
they  might  feel  assured  in  case  of  war. 

I  beg  you  to  instruct  me  to  what  extent  you  can  authorize  me  to 
satisfy  them  of  their  exemption  from  military  service  in  the  United 
States. 

I  remain,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 


Statement  of  emigration  to  the  United  States  from  the  ports  of  Brem^Uj 
Hamburg  J  and  Stettin^  in  the  first  four  months  o/1872. 

From  Bremen 25, 584 

From  Hamburg 17, 870 

From  Stettin 1, 915 

Total 45,369 


No.  139. 

'Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  374.]  American  Lboation. 

Berlin,  June  17, 1872.    (Received  July  3.) 

Sir:  How  to  deal  with  the  Jesuits  in  Germany  became  a  topic  of 
earnest  consideration  only  a  few  weeks  ago }  and  to-day,  after  a  debate 
of  five  hours,  the  Diet  has  come  to  a  decision  such  as  was  expected  to  be 
arrived  at  ultimately,  but  which  goes  beyond  what  had  been  expected 
of  the  present  session. 

The  first  form  of  a  measure  against  the  Jesuits  was  founded  on  the 
principle  that  no  man  can  at  the  same  time  owe  allegiance  to  two  differ- 
ent powers,  and  that  a  member  of  the  society  of  the  Jesuits  is  so  devoted 
to  the  head  of  his  order  that  he  may  be  considered  as  capable  of  pri- 
mary allegiance  to  no  other  power.  It  was,  therefore,  suggested  that 
the  German  Jesuits  should  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  their  Ger- 
man citizenship  by  their  vows  of  allegiance  to  a  foreign  chief,  and  so  be 
liable  at  any  time  to  receive  notice  to  depart  from  the  German  soil  j  yet 
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it  was  objected  that  the  German,  thus  deprived  of  his  indigenous  char- 
acter, would  be  left  without  a  country,  and  could  nowhere  rightfully 
claim  residence. 

When,  in  1767,  the  Jesuits  were  expelled  from  Spain  and  sent  to  the 
papal  dominionsjthe  Pope  himself  would  not  suffer  them  to  land,and  they 
were  compelled,  for  a  long  time,  to  beat  about  upon  the  Mediterranean. 
This  first-proposed  solution  of  the  questidn  soon  fell  into  disfavor.  The 
next  suggestion  confined  itself  to  the  application  of  German  law  to  the 
case.  The  inter- citizenship  of  Germans,  of  all  the  German  states,  is 
established  by  statute.  It  was  proposed  to  except  the  Jesuits  from  this 
right  of  establishing  themselves  where  they  please  within  any  German 
territory  5  so  that  a  Jesuit  of  Bavarian  birth  might  be  confined  to  Bava- 
ria. But  this  suggestion  found  in  the  Parliament  very  little  favor,  from 
its  feebleness  and  ineflSciency. 

The  members  of  the  Parliament,  therefore,  resolved  to  prepare  a  meas- 
ure of  their  own;  and  they  did  it  in  a  manner  which.  I  believe,  has  never 
been  practiced  in  Congress.  The  Diet  is  not  divided  into  two  parties, 
but  into  a  variety  of  factions,  such  as  the  conservative,  the  free  con- 
servative, the  German  national,  the  anti-national  or  so-called  center, 
the  liberal  national,  the  party  of  progress,  and  the  extreme  radical?. 
These  parties  assembled,  each  in  its  own  caucus,  to  deliberate  on  the 
subject.  The  committees  from  those  of  them  most  favorable  to  German 
union  met  in  conference  and  constructed  a  bill,  which  they  agreed  to 
move  as  a  substitute  for  theiiill  of  the  government.  Accordingly,  to- 
day they  brought  in  their  amendment : 

The  order  of  the  Society  of  Jesns,  and  its  kindred  orders  and  congregations,  are 
excluded  from  the  territory  of  the  German  Empire.  The  founding  of  their  establish- 
ments is  forbidden.  All  existing  establishments  are  to  be  dissolved  within  six  months. 
Foreign  members  of  these  orders  or  congregations  may  be  banished  from  the  empire. 
Native  members  may  be  refused  residence,  or  compelled  to  residence,  in  fixed  districts 
or  places. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  183  to  101 — a  great  vote 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  minority  was  composed,  in  part,,  of  lib- 
erals and  radicals  and  socialists,  who  objected  to  the  measure,  not  from 
any  want  of  sympathy  with  the  majority,  but  from  fear  of  a  precedent. 
The  number  of  votes  friendly  to  the  Jesuits  did  not  exceed  63. 

Two  circumstances  are  worthy  of  your  attention  on  this  occasion. 
First,  the  measure  is  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  Diet,  and  goes  far  be- 
yond anything  which  the  council  of  the  German  Union  was  willing  to 
propose,  though  not  beyond  what  it  is  willing  to  accept.  Next,  it  is  an 
enactment  of  the  German  Parliament  for  all  Germany,  and  becomes  the 
law  even  for  states  and  provinces  where  the  Catholics  form  a  majority. 

The  tendency  of  the  public  mind  has  been  further  manifested  by  a 
proposition  made  by  a  member  of  Parliament,  and  supported  by  liberals 
of  all  factions,  requesting  the  chancellor  of  the  empire  to  prepare  and 
lay  before  the  next  session  of  the  Diet  a  law  making  a  civil  marriage  in 
all  cases  obligatory. 
I  remain,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT?. 
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Fo.  140. 

Mr^  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  376.]  American  Legation, 

Berlin,  June  24, 1872.    (Received  July  13.) 

Sir  :  The  proposition  to  invite  the  chancellor  of  the  German  Empire 
to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  next  session  of  the  diet  a  law  rendering 
marriage  by  civil  forms  obligatory  in  all  cases  throughout  the  Empire, 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  161  against  100.  The  proposer  of  this  measure 
was  a  Bavarian  ;  many  of  the  minority  will,  in  the  end,  not  be  hostile 
to  it.  Here  is  another  instance  of  the  exercise  by  the  central  govern- 
ment of  jurisdiction  on  questions  relating  to  persons  and  families.  It 
is  justified  by  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  legal  marriage  of  Catholics 
who  reject  the  dogma  of  papal  infallibility,  and  who,  as  a  consequence, 
are  excluded  from  the  sacraments  of  the  Catholic  church. 

The  law  dissolving  the  corporations  of  the  Jesuits  in  Germany  has 
met  the  approval  of  the  council  (Btindearath)  of  the  German  Union. 
The  decisive  policy  adopted  by  this  government  attracts  universal 
attention  in  Europe,  and  finds  in  Catholic  countries  many  of  those  who 
approve  it  most  warmly.  The  kingdom  of  Bavaria  had  long  ago  ex- 
cluded the  Jesuits  from  its  territory.  The  new  law  strengthens  its  hered- 
itary policy. 

Another  question  of  a  very  grave  nature  is  likely  to  arise.  It  is  said 
that  the  Pope  has  directed  the  election  of  his  successor  to  be  made 
immediately  on  his  decease,  even  before  his  burial.  An  election  so  made 
by  the  cardinals  who  chance  at  the  moment  to  be  in  Eome  would  give 
the  election  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  friends  of  the  order  of  Jesuits. 
It  is  held  in  these  regions  that  an  election  so  conducted,  contrary  to  all 
precedents,  could  not  claim  to  be  received  as  valid.  The  accepted 
dogma  of  infallibility  secures  to  the  Pope  the  means  of  interfering  with 
the  administration  of  each  bishopric,  as  well  as  absolute  power  over  the 
consciences  of  the  members  of  the  Roman  church.  The  question  is 
raised  whether  the  German  Empire  could  consent  to  the  election  of  a 
pope  who  would  be  its  deadly  political  enemy,  if  he  should  be  chosen  in 
a  manner  conflicting  with  long-established  usage. 

In  a  word,  the  antagonism  between  the  German  Empire  and  the  abso- 
lute power  of  the  Pope  seems  likely  to  continue,  and  the  good  will  of 
Italy,  at  least,  as  well  as  that  of  a  large  part  of  the  Catholic  population 
in  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire  inclines  to  the  side  of  Germany ;  in 
France,  on  the  contrary,  the  aged  Guizot  demands  the  restoration  to 
the  Pope  of  his  temporal  dominions,  and  even  B6nan  advises  the  liberals 
of  France  to  a  truce  with  the  Jesuits. 
I  remain,  &c., 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 


No.  141. 
Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  384.]  '  American  Legation, 

Berlinj  July  15, 1872.    (Received  July  31.) 
Sir  :  Great  attention  is  bestowed  in  Germany  upon  the  preservation 
and  culture  of  the  forest.    A  code  of  laws  and  perfected  system  of  treat- 
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ment  have  grown  up  in  each  state  upon  the  subject.  The  administra- 
tion of  the  forest  constitutes  an  important  branch  of  the  public  service, 
employing  a  highly  intelligent  class  of  officials  who  are  educated  for  the 
purpose  in  excellent  schools. 

The  experience  acquired  in  the  care  of  the  public  domain,  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  most  approved  methods  of  forest  economy,  are  hence 
disseminated  and  become  available  for  the  private  possessor,  for  parishes, 
&c.,  not  under  the  control  of  the  state,  while  the  most  essential  pro- 
hibitory laws  for  the  protection  of  the  forest  in  some  districts  are  oblig- 
atory upon  all. 

The  recent  extensive  conflagrations  in  some  of  the  northwestern  States, 
and  the  observable  effects  upon  the  climate  from  the  loss  of  forest,  as 
well  as  the  dearth  of  timber  felt  in  some  sections,  are  attracting  atten- 
tion in  America  lo  the  importance  of  the  subject. 

I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  procure  from  the  several  German  gov- 
ernments, through  the  kindness  of  their  representatives  here,  copies  of 
their  laws  and  publications  in  this  branch. 

Those  of  Prussia  and  of  Baden  I  have  forwarded  some  time  since  to 
the  State  library  of  Wisconsin. 

I  send  two  volumes  of  the  Bavarian  laws  and  system  of  culture, 
and  eiglit  volumes  of  the  laws  and  methcd  of  administration  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Hesse.  I  beg  that  you  will  cause  these  volumes  to  be 
placed  where  they  will  be  most  likely  to  be  of  use  in  promoting  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject.  Perhaps  the  library  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture would  be  their  most  appropriate  place  of  deposit. 
I  have,  &c., 

ALEXANDER  BLISS. 


No.  142. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Bancroft 

No.  495.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  22, 1872. 

Sm:  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Department,  and  the  suggestion 
is  concurred  in,  that  if  the  sympathy  which  we  entertain  for  the  inhu- 
manly persecuted  Hebrews  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia  were  made  known  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited, 
it  might  quicken  and  encourage  the  efforts  of  that  government  to  dis' 
charge  its  duty  as  a  protecting  power  pursuant  to  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  between  certain  European  states.  Although  we  are  not  a  party 
to  that  instrument,  and,  as  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance 
adverted  to  is  so  enormous  as  to  impart  to  it  as  it  were  a  cosmopolitan 
character  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds 
are  alike  interested. 

You  will  consequently  communicate  on  this  subject  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  the  German  Empire  in  such  .way  as  you  may  sup- 
pose might  be  most  likely  to  compass  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

igitized  by  CjOOglC 
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No.  143. 
Mr.  Bancroft  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  391.]  American  Legation, 

BerliUy  August  26,  1872.     (Eeceived  September  11.) 
Sir  :  The  note  which,  in  conformity  w.ith  your  instruction,  No.  495, 1 
addressed  to  this  government  respecting  the  protection  of  the  Israelites 
in  Eoumania,  met  with  the  most  friendly  reception  at  the  foreign  office, 
and  has  been  submitted  to  the  Emperor. 

In  a  conversation  with  the  acting  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs^  on  Saturday,  I  was  assured  that  this  government  received  the 
communication  with  great  satisfaction,  as  an  evidence  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  it  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  has  the  best 
disposition  to  give  effect  to  the  humane  desires  expressed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

I  remain,  &c.. 

GEO.  BANCROFT. 
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No.  144. 

Mr.  Schlozer  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Imperial  German  Legation, 
Washington^  October  28, 1872.    (Received  Oct.  29.) 

Esteemed  Sir:  A  statement  was  published  in  July  last  by  the 
American  press  to  the  effect  that  the  German  government  was  seeking 
to  prevent  emigration  to  the  United  States,  and  had  adopted  stringent 
measures  for  this  purpose. 

These  measures  were  entirely  unknown  to  me. 

As,  however,  the  report  continued  in  circulation,  I  addressed  Prince 
Bismarck,  asking  for  information  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  dispatch  from  the  chancellor  of  the  Empire, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose.  According  to  this  dis- 
patch no  measures  have  been  taken  to  lay  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
emigration,  and  the  statements  published  by  the  press  were  totally 
unfounded. 

In  the  interest  of  the  friendly  relations  which  exist  between  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Germany,  I  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  bring  the  above  to  your  notice.  Should  you  think  proper 
to  contradict  those  false  reports,  and  to  furnish  information  to  the  press 
on  the  subject,  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

SOHLOZER. 
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Mr,  Delbriick  to  Mr,  SohWzer, 

Office  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Empire, 
Berli-n,  October  12, 1872. 
In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  of  September  last,  I  have  to  say  that  the  gov- 
erDuient  of  the  German  Empire  has  issued  no  orders  interfering  with  or  forbidding  the 
emigration  of  Germans  to  the  United  States  pf  America.  Neither,  so  far  as  is  known, 
has  the  government  of  any  state  belonging  to  the  empire  adopted  any  measure  of  this 
kind. 

The  reports  on  this  subject  which  may  be  circulated  by  the  American  press  are 
therefore  to  be  characterized  as  entirely  without  foundation. 

I  request  you  to  contradict,  emphatically,  all  such  reports  in  such  manner  as  you 
may  think  most  proper. 

For  the  chancellor,       / 

delbrVck. 

ITie  Imperial  German  Minister,  Baron  Von  SchlOzer, 

Washington, 


]^o.  145. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Schlozer. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  2, 1872. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  you  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  German  Empire,  from  which  it  appears  that  no  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  by  that  government  to  obstruct  emigration  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  statement  published  to  that  effect  in  the 
press  of  the  country  in  June  last  is  without  foundation. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  caused  the  substance  of  the 
chancellor's  note  to  be  promulgated  through  the  public  press. 
Accept,  &c. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  146. 

Mr.  Schlozer  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Imperial  German  Legation, 
Washington,  November  20,  1872.    (Received  Nov.  20. 

Highly  Esteemed  Sir  :  On  the  28th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  my  government  had  adopted  no  measures  for  the  preven- 
tion or  prohibition  of  emigration  to  the  United  States. 

You  thereupon  had  the  kindness  on  the  2d  instant  to  apprise  me  of 
the  information  which,  in  view  of  my  communication,  you  had  furnished 
to  the  press  of  this  country. 

While  I  offer  you,  highly  esteemed  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  my  warmest 
thanks  for  this  manifestation  of  friendship,  I  take  the  liberty  of  mak- 
ing at  the  same  time  the  following  very  respectful  remark: 

According  to  the  newspapers,  the  Prussian  government  has  ordered 
that  emigrants  shall  in  future  not  be  transported  at  reduced  rates  upon 
our  railways. 

This  order  is  an  apparent  contradiction  of  my  communication  of  the 
28th  ultimo.    It,is  explained  as  follows: 

There  was  a  time  when  the  population  of  Germany  had  attained  such 
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proportions  numerically  that  the  government  found  itself  obliged  to 
favor  emigration  in  every  way. 

It  was  ordered  at  that  time  that  emigrants  should  receive  railway 
transportation  at  lower  rates  than  other  travelers. 

Two  great  wars  hav^e  meanwhile  had  their  unavoidable  effect  upon  the 
population  of  Germany,  and  emigration,  which  deprives  the  country  of 
its  laboring  force,  and  the  army  of  its  material,  can  no  longer  appear 
desirable,  and  can,  therefore,  no  longer  be  encouraged,  as  it  formerly 
was,  by  the  government. 

There  is,  however,  I  think,  an  evident  difference  between  the  discon- 
tinuance of  a  temporary  encouragement  of  emigration  and  a  direct  pro- 
hibition or  prevention  of  the  same. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  this  statement  by  a  desire  to  prevent 
any  misunderstanding  which  might  arise. 

Accept,  &c. 

SCHLOZER. 


GREAT    BRITAIN. 

MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  DE- 
PARTMENT  OF  STATE,  THE  LEGATION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  IN  LONDON,  THE  BRITISH  LEGATION  IN  WASH- 
INGTON,  &c. 

PERSECUTED  HEBREWS  IN   MOLDAVIA  AND  WALLACHIA. 

No.  147. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  ScheneJc. 

No.  240.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  July  20,  1872. 

Sir:  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  DepartmeDt,  and  the  suggestion  is 
concurred  in,  that  if  the  sympathy  which  we  entertain  for  the  inhumanly 
persecuted  Hebrews  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia 
were  made  known  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  it 
might  quicken  and  encourage  the  efforts  of  that  government  to  dis- 
charge its  duty  as  a  protecting  power,  pursuant  to  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  between  certain  European  states.  Although  we  are  not  a  party 
to  that  instrument,  and,  as  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance 
adverted  to  is  so  enormous  as  to  impart  to  it,  as  it  were,  a  cosmopolitan 
character,  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds 
are  alike  interested. 

You  will  consequently  communicate  on  this  subject  with  Her  Majesty^s 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  in  such  way  as  you  may 
suppose  might  be  most  likely  to  compass  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTQJ^  PISH. 
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Ko.  148. 

Mr,  Sdhefick  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

No.  317.]  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States,  ^ 

London^  October  8,  1872.     (Received  Oct.  23.) 

Sir  :  As  soon  after  the  reception  of  your  No.  240  as  an  opportunity  for 
conversation  on  the  subject  of  it  with  Earl  Granville  could  be  arranged, 
I  brought  it  to  his  lordship's  attention.  I  stated  to  him  the  substance 
of  your  dispatch.  I  explained  that,  although  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  not  a  party  to  the  treaty  whereby  certain  of  the 
European  powers  had  become  bound  to  use  their  endeavors  to  secure 
protection  for  the  persecuted  Jews  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and 
Wallachia,  and  although,  as  a  general  rule^  my  Government  scrupu- 
lously abstained  from  interfering  in  any  manner  with  public  affairs  in 
distant  quarters,  yet  such  was  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  President  and 
our  people  in  the  unhappy  grievances  and  the  inhuman  oppressions  to 
which  those  of  the  Hebrew  race  appeared  to  be  subjected  in  their  Eou- 
manian  homes,  that  I  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  him  on  the 
subject. 

It  was  thought  that  the  assurance  of  that  sympathy  might  perhaps 
quicken  and  encourage  Her  Majesty's  government  in  any  effort  they 
might  be  making  to  alleviate  the  condition  of  the  sufferers.  Their 
wrongs  were  such  that  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds  were  alike 
interested  in  doing  whatever  was  possible,  or  using  whatever  influence 
they  could  to  help  bring  about  some  measure  of  redress  for  them. 

Lord  Granville  responded  very  promptly  and  unreservedly.  He  said 
that  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  government  had  been  anxiously 
turned  to  the  subject ;  that  they  had  made  various  representations  to 
the  gov^ernment  of  Roumania,  but  that  he  could  not  pretend  that  these 
representations  had  produced  much  result. 

Lord  Granville  concluded  by  saying  that  he  believed*  a  general  ex- 
pression of  the  public  opinion  of  the  world  would  have  more  effect  than 
any  particular  means  which  governments  could  take.  But  he  assured 
me  that  he  should  be  most  happy  to  communicate  freely  on  the  matter 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  to  anything  which  could 
be  done  and  which  migh  thave  practical  effect.  Our  whole  interview  and 
conversation  were  very  satisfactory  to  me,  as  showing  an  earnest  and 
friendly  disposition  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  wel- 
come the  moral  support  that  may  be  given  them  by  our  Government 
and  people  on  this  interesting  question. 
I  am,  &c., 

ROBT.  0.  SCHENCK. 


BOUNDARY-LINE  BETWEEN  THE  LAKE  OF  THE  WOODS  AND  THE  ROCKY 

MOUNTAINS. 

Ko.  149. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  11, 1872.^ 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  correspondence  and  conversations  which  have 
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passed  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary-line  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  possessions  in  North  America,  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  Eocky  Mountains,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  Congress  has  authorized  the  President  to  co-operate  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  in  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commission  to 
det^pmine  the  said  boundary -line,  and  to  inquire  whether  any  measures 
have  been  taken  for  this  purpose  by  your  government. 

As  tlie  season  is  advancing,  it  is  desirable  that  the  joint  commission 
should  be  organized  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  150. 

Sir  Edward  TJwrnton  to  Mr.  Fvfh. 

Washington,  May  13, 1872.  (Received  May  14.) 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  your  verbal  com- 
munication to  me  on  the  10th  instant,  I  announced  to  Earl  Granville  by 
telegraph  on  that  day  that  the  President  was  prepared  to  co-operate 
with  Her  Majesty's  government  in  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commis- 
sion to  determine  the  boundary-line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  possessions  in  North  America  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains. 

I  shall  also  forward  a  copy  of  your  note  of  the  11th  instant  to  his 
lordship  by  the  first  opportunity. 
I  have,  &c., 

EDWD.  THORNTON. 


No.  151. 
Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.  Fish.  i 

Washington,  May  17, 1872. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  reply  to  a  telegram  which  I  addressed  to 
Earl  Granville,  his  lordship  has  instructed  me  to  announce  to  you  that 
Captain  Cameron,  of  the  royal  artillery,  will  be  appointed  Her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  commissioner  to  survey  tbe  northwest  boundary,  and  to 
add  that  Her  Majesty's  government  would  be  glad  to  learn  the  views  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  commencement  of  the 
operations. 

If  it  should  appear  to  you  expedient,  orders  would  be  given  to  Captain 
Cameron  to  proceed  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  in  concert  with  the  commissioner  who  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c., 

EDWD.  THORNTON. 
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•      No.  152. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  June  10,  1872. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
17th  ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  appointment  of  Captain  Cameron,  of 
the  royal  artillery,  as  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  commissioner  to  survey 
the  northwest  boundary,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  government  would  be 
glad  to  know  the  views  of  this  Q-overnment  in  regard  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  operations,  and  stating  that  if  it  should  gippear  to  be 
expedient,  orders  would  be  given  to  Captain  Cameron  to  proceed  to 
Washington  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  in 
concert  with  the  commissioner  whx)  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Her 
M^esty's  government,  that  the  President  has  appointed  Archibald 
Campbell,  esq.,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

With  reference  to  the  points  upon  which  you  desire  information,  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  they  will  receive  early  attention,  and  I  shall 
then  recur  to  the  subject. 
I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  153. 

Mr.  Hale  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  3,  ]872. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  previous  correspondence,  relative  to  the  sur- 
vey of  the  boundary-line  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Eocky 
Mountains,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  commission  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  is  now  organizing,  and  to  request  that 
you  will  inform  the  Department  whether  it  will  be  convenient  for  the 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  visit  Washington ;  and,  if 
not,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  suggest  some  other  place  of  meeting,  in 
order  that  a  conference  may  be  held  between  the  commissioners  pre- 
vious to  their  departure  for  the  field. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  154. 

Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.'^JFish. 

Washington,  July  4, 1872.    (Eeceived  July  5.) 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  as  soon  as  it  was  announced  to  Her  Majesty's  government  that 
the  United  States  Government  was  prepared  to  carry  out  the  survey  of 
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the  northwest  boundary  between  the  Lake  Qf  the  Woods  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  that  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell  was  appointed  as  com- 
missioner for  that  purpose,  Captain  Cameron  was  also  appointed  in  the  . 
same  character  on  the  part  of  Her  M^esty's  government.  The  prepara- 
tion of  the  necessary  instruments  was  at  once  taken  in  hand,  and  Cap- 
tain Cameron  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Washington  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  himself  in  communication  with  Mr.  Campbell,  with  a  view  to 
arranging  the  plans  for  their  future  proceedings. 
I  have,  ofcc, 

EDWD.  THOESTOK. 


POSITION  m  WHICH  AMERICAN  FLAG  WAS  HOISTED  ON  BOARD  THE 
AMERICAN  SCHOONER  JAMES  BLISS  AFTER  HER  SEIZURE  BY  CANADIAN 
AUTHORITIES. 

IJ^To.  165. 

Mr.  Solt  to  Mr.  Fish 

[Telegram.] 

Gasp:6,  June  20, 1872.    (Received  Jane  20.> 
Hon.  H.  Fish,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Schooner  James  Bliss,  of  Gloucester,  seized  for  alleged  violation  of 
fishery  laws.  ♦  *  *  Remonstrated  energetically  against  position  of 
flags,  Dominion  over  American. 

GEO.  H.  HOLT. 


IJ^To.  156. 
Mr.  Bolt  to  Mr.  Hale. 

United  States  Consulate, 
Gasp6  Basin,  Jwne  20, 1872.    (Received  June  27.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  in  a  hurried  manner,  the  mail- 
steamer  leaving  in  a  few  minutes,  that  the  schooner  James  Bliss,  of 
Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  was  brought  into  this  port  about  midday, 
under  seizure  for  alleged  violation  of  the  fishery  laws,  by  Commander 
Lachance,  of  the  Dominion  marine-police  cutter  Stella  Maris.  The  ves- 
sel is  owned  by  Parsons,  Second  &  Co.,  Gloucester.  The  captain's  name 
is  Allan  Maclsaac;  says  he  lives  at  Gloucester.  Born  at  Cape  Breton, 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  captain  appears  to  be  very  little  interested  in  the  fate  of  his  vessel. 
Says  consuls  can't  help  him,  and  evidently  lacks  American  spirit.  I 
found  that  after  the  seized  vessel  had  been  about  three  or  four  hours  in 
port,  that  the  commanding  officer  ordered  the  Dominion  flag  to  be  hoisted 
over  the  American  at  the  mast-head  of  the  James  Bliss,  probably  for  the 
gratification  of  some  of  the  folks  here. 

Colonel  MacNiel,  the  aid-de-camp  of  Lord  Lisgar,  pointed  it  out  to  me 
in  the  most  friendly  way,  and  expressed  his  regrets  that  the  Canadians 
should  act  in  such  an  unbecoming  manner  and  evince  such  bad  taste. 
I  immediately  sought  an  interview  with  Commander  Lachance,  but  first 
met  Captain  Allan  Mac  Isaacs,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  not  offered 
objections  to  the  spectacle  of  his  flag.    He  had  not  before  noticed  it,  \kh 
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said,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  rendezvous  of  Captain  Lachance's  friends, 
where  he  was  to  be  found,  and  there  notified  him  that,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  United  States,  I  begged  to  assure  him  that  he  had  placed  the 
flags  in  a  most  unbecoming  and  insulting  position^  perfectly  unjustifia- 
ble, and  tbat  it  became  my  duty  to  report  it  to  my  Government.  He 
replied  that  the  Queen's  regulations  ordered  it,  to  which  I  expressed  a 
doubt.  He  disclaimed  meaning  any  insult,  and  I  believe  him,  but 
attribute  the  unfortunate  error  to  his  ignorance  and  the  encouragement 
of  his  friends. 

I  have  just  telegraphed  to  the  Department  the  substance  of  the  fore- 
going.    It  is  now  about  sundown,  and  the  flags  remain  as  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  many  surprised  people. 
Your  very,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  HOLT,  Constd. 


No.  157. 

Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Gasp]6,  Quebec,  June  21, 1872.    (Received  June  21.) 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish  : 

The  scandalous  action  of  hoisting  the  Dominion  flag  over  the  Ameri- 
can, on  the  schooner  James  Bliss,  is  repeated  this  morning,  and  remains 
so. 

GEO.  HOLT,  Consul. 


No.  158. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Holt. 

[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  21, 1872. 
Geo.  H.  Holt,  Consul^  Oasp6^  Canada  : 
Report  full  particulars  of  schooner  James  Bliss. 

HAMILTO]^  FISH. 


No.  159. 

Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Fish. 

r  Telegram.] 

Gasp:6,  Quebec,  June  22, 1872. 
Schooner  James  Bliss,  of  Gloucester,  seized  by  cutter  Stella  Marie, 
on  18th,  off  Anticosti,  for  alleged  in-shore  fishing,  arrived  here  20th. 
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Lachance,  commander  of  cutter,  after  landing  and  going  on  board 
again,  ordered  flags  hoisted  as  reported,  and  the  Union  was  upside  down. 
Immediately  interviewed  Lachance,  remonstrated  and  o.bjected  as  in- 
sulting to  United  States.  He  said  he  acted  by  orders;  meant  no  insult. 
Offense  repeated  next  morning,  but  American  flag  not  upside  down. 
Lavoie,  senior  of  Lachance,  arrived ;  directed  his  attention  to  spectacle 
of  flags,  desired  him  to  rectify  fault;  agreed  to,  but  about  thirty  minutes 
after  vessel  sailed  for  Quebec  with  flags  flying.  Captain  of  schooner 
originally  from  Nova  Scotia.  Did  not  desire  consul's  assistance ;  re- 
ported to  consul-general  and  consul  at  Quebec.  Believe  Lachance  was 
encouraged  to  act  by  shore  influence,  but  respectable  people  express 
regret 

G.  H.  HOLT,  Comul 


No.  160. 

Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Hale. 
[Extract.] 

No.  40.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Gasp^  Basin,  June  24,  1872.    (Received  July  3.) 

Sm :  I  had  the  honor  to  report  by  telegram  to  the  Department  on  21  st 
instant  that  the  gross  indignity  olfered  to  the  United  States  had  been 
repeated  by  again  hoisting  the  United  States  flag  beneath  the  Domin- 
ion flag,  at  mast-head  of  American  schooner  *' James  Bliss,''  of  Glou- 
cester, under  seizure  for  alleged  inshore  fishing,  under  orders  of  Mr.  L. 
H.  Lachance,  commanding  marine  police  schooner  Stella  Maris. 

On  the  22d  instant  I  received  and  replied  to  the  Department's  tele- 
gram, and  I  trust  that  my  omission  to  develop  by  the  wires  the  actual 
position  of  the  "  James  Bliss"  at  time  of  seizure  will  meet  with  approval. 
1  considered  that  it  would  be  unadvisable  to  state  through  a  channel  not 
quite  private  the  admission  which  Captain  Allen  Mac  Isaacs  had  made 
to  others  as  well  as  to  myself  •  •  •  He  was,  I  must  say,  singularly 
reticent  for  a  man  in  his  position,  and  it  was  only  by  direct  questions 
that  I  obtained  the  little  information  that  I  got  from  him.  •  •  Upon 
discovering  the  offensive  position  of  the  flags  on  his  vessel,  I  informed 
him  that  if  he  did  not  care  about  my  looking  after  his  vessel,  it  was  my 
duty  to  take  care  of  his  flag,  and  with  him  sought  and  found  Mr.  La- 
chance. Upon  stating  to  Mr.  Lachance  in  clear  and  explicit  terms  the 
object  of  my  calling  on  him,  he  replied  with  earnestness  that  he  was  fol- 
lowing the  Queen's  orders;  (?)  that  he  did  not  mean  any  insult,  and  then 
called  for  "  Gauthier,"  a  young  man  who  is  a  secretary  in  the  marine  po- 
lice, (then  in  the  adjoining  room.)  Mr.  Gauthier  hurried  out,  and,  upon 
learning  of  my  complaint,  seemed  to  assume  to  take  charge  of  the  affair, 
and  to  inform  me  that  I  was  quite  wrong — that  it  was  usage — and  in 
accordance  with  orders.  Mr.  Gauthier  was  somewhat  vehement ;  Mr. 
Lachance  somewhat  nervously  intervened  with,  "And  now,  Mr.  Consul, 
what  authority  have  you  to  show  that  I  have  no  right  to  place  the 
flags  so!  But  rather  than  it  should  make  trouble,  I  will  not  carry 
out  the  orders."  To  this  I  reiterated  that  it  was  offensive,  and  an 
insult  to  the  United  States,  and  would  not  be  tolerated,  and  my  duty 
was  to  represent  it  to  my  Government.  I  suppose  that  Mr.  Lachance 
regretted  the  awkward  course  he  had  pursued,  and  would  immediately 
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make  some  amends,  but  these  flags  only  came  down  at  the  same  time 
with  the  other  flags  in  harbor,  at  sunset.  Next  morning  I  was  much 
surprised  to  see  that  the  matter  appeared  to  have  assumed  the  aspect  of 
defiance  (truly  a  rather  ludicrous  one)  by  the  repetition  of  the  offense. 

I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  that  he  had  heard  that  Mr.  Lachance 
had  received  approval  of  his  course  from  Ottawa,  (by  telegraph.)  Mr. 
N.  Lavoie,  commanding  the  marine  police  schooner  "La  Canadienne," 
now  arrived  at  this  juncture,  and  I  immediately  waited  upon  him  as  he 
landed,  he  being  the  senior,  in  the  service,  of  Mr.  Lachance,  and  directing 
his  attention  to  the  spectacle  of  the  flags  on  the  James  Bliss,  officially 
requested  him  to  terminate  it.  He  replied  that  *'he  had  noticed  it," 
and  that  I  "  must  protest."  I  said  I  had  already  done  my  duty  that 
way ;  and  then — as  we  had  held  very  friendly  intercourse  always  on 
meeting — I  took  the  liberty  of  advising  him  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  countermanding  the  order  of  Mr.  Lachance  ;  he  replied  that  he  would 
do  so;  that  he  did  not  at  all  approve  of  the  thing,  and  would  not  have 
done  it  himself  5  but  he  did  not  interfere;  perhaps  thought  it  best  not  to 
meddle  with  it;  and,  within  the  hour,  the  schooner  James  Bliss  sailed 
for  Quebec,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Lachance,  with  the  flags  still  at  the  mast- 
head as  she  left  the  port,  exhibiting  this  shameful  scene  to  the  last — a 
sight  of  exultation  to  some,  of  sur|)rise  and  deep  regret  to  others,  and 
indignation  to  myself;  but  I  trust  that  the  people  here  who  have  enjoyed 
this  sights  will  be  indulged  with  another — tJie  apology.  When  the  flags 
were  first  hoisted  together,  I  am  assured,  though  I  did  not  see  it — when 
I  first  noticed  them,  there  was  but  little  wind,  and  they  drooped  together 
to  the  mast — that  the  United  States  flag  was  placed  upside  down^  be- 
neath the  Dominion,  Whether  this  additional  indignity  to  the  flag  was 
the  result  of  accident  or  the  recklessness  of  bravado,  I  am  unable  to 
say.  It  will  appear,  probably,  by  the  afl&davits  of  the  captain  and  crew 
of  the  James  Bliss  before  the  consul  at  Quebec. 

Colonel  McNiell,  military  aid-de-camp  to  Lord  Lisgar,  happened  to 
be  here  and  witnessed  the  whole  affair,  and  expressed  himself  to  me 
and  to  others  in  terms  of  strong  condemnation  of  the  act;  indeed,  tell- 
ing me  that  if  he  were  not  at  the  moment  leaving  the  country,  he  would 
report  it  to  Ottawa  himself.  He  was  then  taking  the  steamer  to  meet 
Lord  Lisgar,  in  ocean  steamer  at  Father  Point,  en  routs  for  England. 
The  unmistakable  tone  of  Colonel  McNiell  had  a  decided  effect  in  modi- 
fying the  tone  of  others. 

1  have  much  doubt  as  to  whether  this  disgraceful  proceeding  origin- 
ated with  Mr.  Lachance,  for  it  was  not  until  he  had  landed,  been  with 
bad  advisers,  and  returned  to  his  vessel,  that  the  flags,  some  three  hours 
after  his  arrival,  were  hoisted  as  described. 

The  schooner  James  Bliss,  of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  owned  by 
William  Parsons,  2d,  &  Co.,  Allan  Mac  Isaacs,  master,  born  in  Cape 
Briton,  Nova  Scotia;  claims  Gloucester  as  residence,  (but  seemed 
doubtful  about  it;)  twelve  men  on  board  all  told;  had  salt  provisions 
and  fish  on  board.  The  vessel  was  seized  off  East  Point  of  Anticosti 
on  18th  instant,  brought  to  this  point  on  20th.  The  Stella  Maris  had 
been  but  a  short  time  before  delivering  oil  to  the  light-house,  and,  round- 
ing the  point  suddenly,  came  upon  the  James  Bliss  unexpectedly.  Such 
a  sight  as  has  been  witnessed  here  of  the  "stars  and  stripes"  reversed 
and  beneath  the  Doininion  flag,  hoisted  at  the  mast-head  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel,  by  Canadians,  would  have  (if  at  all)  existed  but  momenta- 
rily, I  believe,  had  a  ship  of  war  of  the  United  States  been  at  hand ; 
and  I  deem  it  right  to  respectfully  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Department  the  propriety  of  recommending  that  the  fishing-grounds  of 
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the  gulf  and  this  port  should  be  occasionally  visited 'by  one  of  our  na- 
tional war-vessels.  It  is  a  measure  I  consider  of  niuch  importance 
toward  reminding  Dominion  officials  and  people  that*  there  are  guns 
behind  the  flag,  a  fact  they  appear  to  have  forgotten,  and  improving 
their  intelligence  by  the  serious  reflections  a  sight  of  them  would 
awaken. 

The  collector  of  the  port  has  some  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  the  schooner 
James  Bliss,  and  Mr.  Lachance,  the  Dominion  officer  in  charge  of  her, 
who  has  but  ^ve  men  of  his  crew  with  him.  The  crew  of  the  fisherman 
numbers,  all  told,  twelve  men.  If  an}^  other  man,  almost,  than  Allan 
Mac  Isaacs  was  their  captain,  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
notable  occurrence  of  the  Emily  St.  Pierre  had  been  repeated  on  board 
the  J^mes  Bliss  while  bound  to  Quebec.  In  comparison  with  the  case 
of  the  improper  treatment  of  the  British  flag  in  the  prize  schooner 
James  Campbell,  (recorded  in  the  volume  Diplomatic  Correspondence, 
1862,  pages  244  and  245,)  the  case  of  the  James  Bliss  appears  very  serious, 
for  I  regret  to  say  that  it  has  none  of  the  extenuating  circumstances  of 
the  former,  but,  on  the  contrary,  bears  the  disagreeable  feature  of  defi- 
ance, by  repetition,  after  an  official  remonstrance  and  objection. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  explain,  to  account  for  the  apparent  tar- 
diness of  this  dispatch,  that  the  mail-steamers  leave  here  but  once  'a, 
week,  (Thursdays.)  ###### 

I  have,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  HOLT,  Consul. 


No.  161. 
Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Holt. 

No.  27.]  Department  of  Statr, 

Washington^  June  29,  1872. 

Sir:  Your  brief  telegrams,  under  date  of  20th  and  21st  instant,  came 
duly  to  hand ;  the  former  received  on  the  evening  of  the  20th.  On  the 
morning  of  the  21st  a  telegram  was  addressed  to  you  in  the  following 
terms:  "K-eport  full  particulars  of  the  schooner  James  Bliss.^'  Soon 
after  the  dispatch  of  this  telegram,  yours  of  the  21st  was  received,  and 
on  the  22d  a  report  at  length  was  received  from  you  by  telegraph,  pur- 
porting to  describe  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  announcing 
the  departure  of  the  vessel  from  the  harbor  of  Ga^p<3. 

Your  written  dispatch,  not  numbered,  under  date  of  the  20th,  has  since 
come  tt)  hand.  Your  proceedings  in  taking  note  of  the  circumstances 
which  you  have  reported,  and  in  bringing  them  to  the  attention  of  the 
proper  Canadian  authorities  to  whom  you  had  access,  are  approved. 
Nothing  whatever  could  be  done  at  the  moment  other  than  what  you 
did,  namely,  to  call  attention  in  the  proper  qu^ter  to  the  apparent  inde- 
corum exhibited  by  the  officer  who  made  the  seizure.  You  deemed  your- 
self authorized  to  do  this  without  special  instructions,  and  it  would 
have  been  strange  had  you  deemed  otherwise. 

The  circumstance  mentioned  in  your  written  dispatch,  but  omitted  in 
your  telegraphic  reports,  that  you  were  indebted  to  Colonel  McNiell,  aid- 
de-camp  of  the  Governor-General  of  Canada,  for  pointing  out  to  you 
"in  the  most  friendly  way^  the  act  of  the  officer  making  the  seizure, 
and  that  Colonel  McNiell  expressed  "his  regrets  that  the  Canadians 
should  act  in  such  an  unbecoming  manner  and  evince  such  bad  taste,'' 
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is  deemed  material  to  a  fair  statement  of  the  case,  as  this  circumstance 
goes  far  to  prove  that  the  incident  was  the  unauthorized  act  of  a  subordi- 
nate official,  and  was  of  such  character  as  to  be  disavowed,  in  advafice 
of  any  complaint  on  our  imrt,  by  a  gentleman  holding  a  high  position 
in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Dominion  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary, 


•  No.  162. 

Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  July  20, 1872.  (Received  July  22.) 
Sir:  You  may  remember  that  you  recently  made  some  remarks  to 
me,  unofficially,  as  to  communications  which  had  been  received  by  the 
Department  of  State  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Gaspe 
relative  to  the  position  in  which  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  on  board 
the  American  schooner  James  Bliss  after  her  seizure  by  Canadian 
authorities.  Anxious  as  I  have  ever  been  to  prevent  everything  which 
may  give  rise  to  the  least  unfriendly  feeling  between  the  two  nations,  I 
thought  it  expedient  to  address  a  confidential  dispatch  upon  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Governor-General  of  Canada. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Lord  Dufferin,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  privy  C(mncil  of  the  Dominion,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that 
the  Canadian  government  disavows  any  intention  of  showing  disrespect 
to  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  has  ordered  the  practice  of  placing 
one  flag  over  another  under  such  circumstances  to  be  discontinued. 
I  have,  &c., 

EDWD.  THORNTON. 


[Inclosure  1.] 
Lord  Dvffeiin  to  Sir  Edward  Thorntmi. 

Canada,  RiviAre  du  Loup,  July  13, 1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  minute  of  the  privy  council  of  the 
DomiuioD,  respecting  the  alleged  hoisting  of  the  American  flag,  with  the  union  down- 
ward, under  the  British  flag,  on  the  American  schooner  James  Bliss,  and  I  have  to 
request  you  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  before  the  inci- 
dent in  question  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  privy  council  of  the  Dominion  by 
your  dispatch,  dated  25th  June  last,  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  investigate  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  as  reported  in  the  newspapers,  and  that  this  investigtition  is 
now  being  proceeded  with. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  my  government  is  anxious  to  disavow  in  the  amplest 
manner  any  intention  to  show  disrespect  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  they 
have  at  once  ordered  the  unseemly  practice  of  placing  one  flag  over  another  in  case«  of 
a  similar  character  to  be  discontinued. 
I  have,  &c., 

DUFFERIN. 


[Xnclosnre  2.] 

Copy  of  a  repoi't  of  a  commitiee  of  the  honorable  the  privy  council,  approved  hy  his  exed- 
lency  the  Governor- General  on  the  Sth  Jalyj  1872. 

On  a  memorandum,  dated  July  3,  1872,  of  the  honorable  the  minister  of  justice,  to 
whom  wa8  referred  the  confidential  dispatch  of  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  dated  25th  June 
last,  on  the  subject  of  the  alleged  hoisting  the  American  flag,  with  the  union  down-* 
ward,  and  under  the  British  flag,  on  the  American  fishing-schooner  James  Bliss,  report- 
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ing  that,  before  this  incident  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  council  by  this  dispatchy 
steps  were  taken  to  have  an  Investigation  into  the  circumstances  as  they  were  stated 
in  the  newspapers.  * 

That  this  investigation  is  nowbeing  proceeded  with,  and,  meanwhile,  he  recommends 
that  your  excellency  be  pleased  to  inform  Sir  Edward  Thornton  that  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment disavows  any  intention  to  show  any  disrespect  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
and  stating  that  they  will  see  that  strict  inquiry  is  made  into  the  fiuits,  and  that  they 
have  ordered  the  practice  of  placing  one  flag  over  the  other  in  case  of  similar  captures 
to  be  discontinued. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  foregoing  report,  and  advise  that  a  copy  of  this  minute 
be  transmitted  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Certified: 

W.  A.  HINSWCy^TH,  C.  P.  C. 


No.  163. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Sir  Edtcard  Thornton. 

Departjvient  of  State, 
Washington,  July  24,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  6f  your  note  of  the 
20th  instant,  relative  to  the  unseemly  position  in  which  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  was  placed  on  board  the  captured  schooner  James  Bliss, 
in  the  harbor  of  Gasp^. 

I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  the  matter  had  attracted  the  attention  of 
yourself  and  of  the  Canadian  authorities,  in  anticipation  of  any  obser- 
vations on  the  part  of  this  Government,  and  I  note  with  satisfaction 
that  an  investigation  into  the  facts  is  in  progress. 

It  appears  by  your  note,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  that  the 
privy  council  of  Canada,  Lord  Dufferin,  the  Governor-General  of  that 
Dominion,  and  yourself,  unite  in  disavowing  that  there  was  any  inten- 
tion of  showing  disrespect  to  the  American  flag,  and  that  orders  have 
been  given  to  prevent  the  placing  of  one  flag  over  another,  under  such 
circumstances,  in  future. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  prompt  measures 
which  have  been  taken  by  yourself  and  the  Canadian  authorities,  to  do 
away  with  the  unpleasant  impression  produced  by  the  error  of  the  cap- 
tain of  the  vessel  who  made  the  seizure  of  the  James  Bliss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


ISTo.  164. 

Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  October  15, 1872.  (Received  October  16.) 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20th  of  July  last,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose,  lor  your  information,  copies  of  a  further  dispatch  and 
of  its  inclosure,  which  I  have  received  from  the  Governor-General  of 
Canada,  relative  to  the  mode  in  which  the  American  flag  was  hoisted 
on  board  the  American  schooner  James  Bliss,  when  seized  by  a  Cana- 
dian officer.    From  these  documents,  you  will  perceive  that  the  ofiicer 
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in  question  will  be  reprimanded  for  his  inattention  to  the  special  instnic- 
tioB»i88tied  by  the  government  of  Canada  for  the  guidance  of  the  com- 
manders of  its  cruisers. 
I  have,  &c., 

EDWD.  THOKNTOK 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Lard  DuffetHn  to  Sir  Edward  Ihornton. 

Toronto,  October  8, 1872. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  I3th  July,  No.  6,  and  to  previous  correspond- 
ence inclosing  a  copy  of  a  minute  of  the  privy  council  of  Canada,  respecting  an  indig- 
nity offered  to  the  American  flag,  in  connection  with  the  seizure  of  the  United  States 
schooner  James  Bliss,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  further 
order  in  council,  which  states  that  the  facts  of  the  case  have  been  fully  investigated, 
and,  as  tho  seizing-officer  had  disregarded  the  special  instructions  issued  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  Oan^a  for  the  guidance  of  the  commanders  of  their  cruisers,  he  would, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  minister  of  marine,  be  reprimanded  for  his  inattention. 
I  have,  <Sdc., 

DUFFERIN. 

Copy  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  honorable  the  privy  councilf  approved  by  his  excellency 
the  Governor- Generalf  in  councilj  on  the  Wth  Septembtrf  1872. 

On  a  memorandum  dated  September  23, 1872,  from  the  honorable  the  minister  of 
marine  and  fisheries,  relative  to  an  order  in  council,  dated  8th  July,  and  a  subsequent 
dispatch  from  the  Earl  of  Kimberly,  under  date  of  3l8t  July  last,  respecting  an  indig- 
nity offered  to  the  American  flag  in  connection  with  the  seizure  of  the  United  States 
fishing-schooner  James  Bliss  by  one  of  the  Canadian  cruisers,  for  trespass  on  the 
in-shore  fisheries,  the  minister  reports,  for  the  information  of  your  excellency  in  coun- 
cil, that  the  facts  have  been  strictly  investigated. 

That  the  special  instructions  issued  by  the  government  of  Canada  for  the  guidance 
of  commanders  of  marine  police  cruisers  direct  a^  follows : 

"  On  capture,  it  will  be  desirable  to  take  part  of  the  foreign  crew  aboard  the  vessel 
under  yonr  command,  and  place  some  of  your  own  crew,  as  a  measure  of  precaution, 
on  board  the  seized  vessel,  ^r«<  lowering  the  foreign  flag  borne  at  the  time  of  capture.'^ 

That  it  appears  by  such  investigation  that,  when  bringing  into  the  harbor  of  Gasp^ 
the  captured  vessel  in  question,  the  seizing-officer,  in  disregard  of  the  above  instruc- 
tion, and  probably  misapprehending  his  duty,  did  intentionally  cause  the  Dominion 
flag  to  be  hoisted  above  the  American  flag,  but  that  the  fact  of  the  latter  being  so 
hoistod  with  the  union  downward  was  entirely  unintentional,  and  occurred  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  a  subordinate. 

That  the  government  have  already  officially  disavowed  any  intention  to  show  disre- 
spect toward  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  taken  precautions  to  prevent  recurrence 
of  any  such  objectionable  acts,  and  the  minister  recommends  that  the  facts  established 
by  this  inquiry  be  communicated  to  the  United  States  authorities. 

He  also  recommends  that  the  seizing-officer,  through  whose  inattention  to  his  official 
instructions  this  difficulty  has  occurred,  should  be  severely  reprimanded. 

The  committee  submit  the  above  recommendations  for  yonr  excellency's  approval. 

Certified : 

W.  A.  HTNSWORTH, 

Clerk  Privy  Councilf  Candida, 


1^0.  165. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  October  19, 1872. 
8iB :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  note  of  the 
16th  instant,  making  reference  to  yoar  communication  of  the  20th  o^ 
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July  last,  in  regard  to  the  indignity  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  on 
the  occasion  of*  the  seizure  of  the  American  fishing-schooner  the  James 
Bliss,  and  inclosing  copies  of  a  further  dispatch  and  of  its  inclosure, 
which  you  had  received  from  the  Governor-Greneral  of  Canada  on  the 
subject,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  officer  who  committed  the  oliense 
will  be  reprimanded. 

It  alibrds  me  pleasure  to  assure  you  of  the  satisfa<5tion  with  which 
the  disposition  of  the  matter  which  has  thus  been  made,  is  viewed  by 
this  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


SLAVE-TRADE  ON  EAST  COAST  OF  AFRICA. 

No.  lt>6. 

Sir  Edward  TJiornton  to  Mr,  Fish 

Washington,  Afareh  6,  1872.    (Received  IVIarch  7.) 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  an  instruction  which  I  have  received  from 
Earl  Granville,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of 
Her  Majesty's  government  has  lately  been  particularly  directed  to  the 
slave-trade  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa,  to  the  system  hitherto  pursued, 
and  the  sacrifices  made  by  Great  Britain  in  attempting  to  suppress  it, 
and  to  the  possibility  of  devising  more  effectual  measures  to  attain  that 
object;  and  the  subject  has  also  been  inquired  into  by  a  parliamentary 
committee,  whose  report,  with  the  evidence  laid  before  them,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose. 

AfterfuU  consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  Her  Majesty's  government 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  position  of  affairs  as  regards  the  east 
African  slave-trade  is  altogether  unsatisfiictory  ;  that  the  comparatively 
insignificant  results  hitherto  attained  are  in  no  measure  commensurate 
with  the  sacrifices  that  during  the  last  fifty  years  have  been  made  by 
Great  Britain  in  attempting  to  suppress  it,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to 
review  her  policy,  and,  if  possible,  reform  the  system  which  has  hitherto 
been  pursued  in  dealing  with  this  serious  evil. 

The  foreign  slave-trade  between  the  east  coast  of  Africa  and  the 
Arabian  Sea,  the  Persian  Gulf,  Persia,  and  Madagascar,  is  altogether  for- 
bidden as  piracy  by  treaties  with  the  sovereigns  and  chiefs  of  those 
countries,  and  the  sea-transport  of  slaves  is  only  permitted  for  the  con- 
veyance of  domestic  slaves  from  one  port  to  another  of  the  Zanzibar 
dominions  in  East  Africa,  within  specified  limits,  and  during  certain 
periods  of  the  year. 

Every  facility  has  thus  been  given  to  Great  Britain  by  treaty  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  foreign  slave-trade,  and  if  these  treaties  were  properly 
observed,  the  traffic  would  be  strictly  limited  to  the  transport  of  the 
comparatively  small  number  of  slaves  required  for  domestic  labor  in 
Zanzibar ;  but  the  slave  trade  has  been  but  little  affected  by  these  mea- 
sures, as  the  Arabs  from  the  north,  taking  advantage  of  the  reserved 
privilege  of  transporting  slaves  within  the  Sultan's  dominions,  and 
tempted  by  the  great  demand  for  slaves  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  the 
large  profits  accruing  from  their  sale,  succeed  in  conveying  them,  under 
cover  of  this  recognized  traffic,  in  large  numbers  to  Arabia  and  the 
Persian  Gulf.  ,g.,^^,  .^  GoOglc 
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The  same  privilege  also  covers  a  large  illegal  export  of  slaves  from 
the  southern  ports  of  Zanzibar  to  Madagascar,  and  a  considerable  slave- 
trade  is  also  believed  to  exist  between  that  island  and  the  coast  of  Mo- 
zambique. 

It  appears  that  there  has  been  an  average  annual  export  of  about 
20,000  slaves  from  Kilwa  alone,  irrespective  of  those  exported  from  other 
places,  and  as  the  labor  requirement  of  Zanzibar  is  estimated  at  not 
more  than  4,000  slaves  a  year,  an  annual  surplus  of  at  least  16,000  slaves 
is  unaccounted  for,  which  must  be  exported  to  foreign  countries,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  treaties. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  efforts  of  HerMajesty^s  cruisers  have  only  re- 
sulted in  the  annual  capture  and  release  of  about  7  per  cent,  of  the 
slaves  illegally  exported  5  while  the  number  of  slaves  exported  in  no 
measure  represents  the  saijrifice  of  human  life  caused  by  the  traffic, 
which  (according  to  the  statement  of  Dr.  Livingstone  and  other  Afri- 
can travelers,  that,  for  every  negro  who  becomes  a  slave,  from  four  to 
nine  perish,  either  in  tliQ  interior  or  on  the  sea-voyage)  may  be  esti- 
mated at  from  80,000  to  100,000  lives  annually. 

The  mode  in  which  the  slaves  are  captured  in  the  interior  of  Africa, 
the  cruelties  of  the  slave-traders,  the  horrors  of  the  journey  to  the  coast, 
the  loss  of  life,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  slaves  on  board  tlie  slave-dhows, 
the  depopulation  and  ruin  of  the  countries  within  the  radius  of  the 
operations  of  the  slave  traders,  are  described  in  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  parliamentary  committee,  and  it  is  unneeessjiry  to  repeat  them  here. 
It  need  only  be  added  that,  according  to  the  latest  accounts  received  by 
Her  Majesty's  government  from  Zanzibar,  the  slave-trade  was  more 
active  than  ever,  and  the  public  slave-market  was  crowded  with  slaves. 

And  yet  all  accounts  agree  in  describing  the  countries  bordering  on 
the  east  coast  of  Africa,  the  scene  of  these  slave-raids,  as  being  very 
fertile,  and  capable  of  great  progress  and  commercial  improvement; 
Zanzibar  itself  is  said  to  be  becoming  the  emporium  for  the  whole  sea- 
borne trade  of  the  coast,  and  the  chief  market  of  the  w^orld  for  the  sup- 
ply of  its  own  natural  and  indigenous  products.  Its  customs  receipts 
had  increased  from  $196,000  in  1859  to  $310,000  in  1870,  and  its  foreign 
trade,  to  which  considerable  impetus  has  been  given  by  the  opening  of 
the  Suez  Canal,  shows  signs  of  such  rapid  increase  that  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  foretell  its  extent  if  its  growth  were  not  choked  by  the  slave- 
trade  and  cramped  by  want  of  means  of  communication  with  foreign 
countries. 

Such  is  the  picture  of  facts  that  has  been  laid  before  Her  Majesty's 
government.  On  the  one  side  a  naturally  rich  and  fertile  country, 
capable  of  taking  a  prominent  position  in  the  commerce  of  the  East,  and 
peopled  by  races  whose  attention  might  easily  be  turned  to  industrial 
pursuits;  on  the  other,  a  traffic  in  human  life  which  demoralizes  the 
natives,  ^depopulates  and  ruins  the  country,  impedes  its  commercial 
progress,  and  calls  for  the  combined  intervention  of  civilized  Christian 
powers. 

Upon  mature  consideration  of  the  whole  question,  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  alone  and  unsupported,  they 
cannot  confidently  hope  effectually  to  extinguish  this  slave-trade,  but, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  other  great  powers  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  East  Africa,  they  think  that  their  object  might  be  attained — 

1st.  By  inducing  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  to  surrender  his  reserved 
treaty  privilege  to  transport  slaves  by  sea  within  his  own  dominions  for 
domestic  labor.    This  privilege  has  only  served  as  a  cloak  for  the  for- 
eign slave-trade,  and  under  its  protection  the  foreign  Arabs  export 
14FB 
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their  slave  cargoes  from  Zanzibar,  or  from  ports  on  the  coast  ostensibly 
for  places  within  the  limits  open  to  the  recognized  traffic,  but  really  for 
foreign  ports  on  the  coast  of  Arabia  and  the  Persian  Gulf. 

2d.  By  opening  up  the  trade  of  the  coast  by  the  establishment  of  more 
regular  steam  and  postal  communication,  with  the  countenance  and 
assistance  of  the  governments  interested  in  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

These  measures  would,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  government, 
be  more  effectual  than  coercive,  and  I  have  consequently  been  instructed 
to  represent  the  above  facts  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  appeal  to  it,  in  the  interests  of  humanity  and  civilization,  to 
co-operate  with  Her  Majesty's  government  in  opening  up  communica- 
tion and  trade  with  the  coast,  and  in  bringing  such  combined  diplomatic 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  as  may  induce  him,  in 
return  for  the  advantages  thus  held  out  to  him,  to  surrender  altogether, 
within  a  certain  time,  the  privilege,  which  he  alone  continues  to  main- 
tain, of  transporting  slaves  by  sea  within  his  dominions. 

I  am  desired  also  to  say  that  Her  Majesty'sgovernment  will  be  gla<l 
to  receive  and  consider  any  further  proposals  that  the  United  States 
Government  may  have  to  suggest  for  combined  diplomatic  action  against 
this  slave-trade. 

The  inclosed  copy  of  the  parliamentary  report  contains  full  infor- 
mation upon  the  whole  subject,  and,  in  requesting  an  early  reply  to  this 
-communication,  I  am  instructed  to  add  that  Her  Majesty's  government 
have  addressed  a  similar  representation  to  the  governments  of  the 
jN^orth  German  Confederation,  of  France,  and  of  Portugal. 
I  am,  &c., 

ED  WD.  THOR^"TON. 


No.  167. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Tlwrnton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  29,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  have  laid  before  the  President, 
your  interesting  note  of  the  Gth  instant,  in  regard  to  the  slave-trade  on 
the  east  coast  of  Africa.  In  reply,  I  am  directetl  to  state  that  he  en- 
tirely concurs  in  the  views  expressed  in  that  communication  as  to  the 
inhumanity  of  that  traffic  and  as  to  the  desirableness  that  it  should  be 
l)ut  an  end  to.  It  is  questionable,  however,  whether  or  how  far  it  may 
be  competent  or  expedient  for  this  Government,  in  the  absence  of  an 
indication  of  a  specific  plan  for  that  purpose,  to  co-operate  with  that  of 
Her  Majesty's,  even  for  so  praiseworthy  a  purj)ose.  The  United  States 
have  a  treaty  with  the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  whose  dominions  are  under- 
stood to  include  the  island  of  Zanzibar.  They,  however,  have  not  and 
never  had  any  regular  diplomatic  representative  in  that  quarter,  and 
may  not  deem  it  advisable  to  send  one  thither  for  the  special  purpose 
which  is  the  subject  of  your  note.  No  objection,  however,  is  entertained 
to  directing,  as  will  be  done,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Zanzi- 
bar to  intimate  to  the  sovereign  of  that  country  that  we  would  be  glad 
to  see  that  provision  of  the  treaty  between  him  and  Great  Britain 
terminated  which  reserved  the  riglit  of  transportation  by  sea  between 
certain  limits  of  his  own  territory  of  domestic  slaves,  as  there  is  reason 
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to  believe  that  the  right  reserved  under  that  treaty  is  a  principal  cause 
of  the  evil  complained  of,  and  that  also  it  h-^  been  abused.  This 
Government  will  also  direct  the  commander  of  the  first  United  States 
man-of-war  which  may  visit  Zanzibar  to  convey  a  similar  intimation  to 
the  authorities. 

That  part  of  your  note  which  relates  to  the  fostering  of  trade  with 
the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  does  not  seem  to  be  as  definite  as  may  be 
desirable  for  forming  or  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  It  is  true  that  industrious 
countries  engaged  in  foreign  commerce  may  be  said  to  have  a  common 
interest  in  such  a  condition  of  affairs,  especially  in  rich  and  populous 
regions  abroad,  as  may  lead  to  an  increased  demand  for  their  own  pro- 
ductions, and  to  the  cheapening  of  those  which  are  desirable  in  the 
places  with  which  they  may  traffic.  As  a  rule,  however,  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  United  States  to  leave  such  matters  to  private  enterprise  only, 
and  it  is  not  seen  why  Congress  might  be  disposed  to  deviate  from  that 
rule  in  the  case  of  Eastern  Africa. 
I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  168. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Robeson. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  30, 1872. 
Sfr  :  It  has  been  officially  represented  to  this  Department  that  the 
privilege  reserved  by  the  Imaum  of  Muscat  in  his  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  allowing  his  subjects  to 
continue  to  import  slaves,  to  be  employed  as  house-servants,  has  been 
so  grossly  abused  that  the  British  government  desires  to  put  an  end  to 
the  treaty,  so  that  the  cover  which  it  has  afforded  for  keeping;  up  that 
traffic  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  may  be  removed.  The  co-opera- 
tion of  this  Government  has  been  asked  in  the  matter,  but  as  no  definite 
plan  has  been  suggested  for  that  purpose,  it  has  for  the  present  been 
declined.  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  the  British  minister  here,  however, 
has  been  informed  that  the  commander  of  the  first  man-of-war  of  the 
United  States  which  should  visit  Zanzibar  or  Muscat  would  be  ordered 
to  intimate  to  the  sovereign  of  the  country  that  the  United  States 
would  be  glad  to  see  the  treaty  with  England  adverted  to  canceled,  as 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  instrument  was  used  as  a  cloak  and 
a  shield  to  continue  the  slave-trade  generally,  in  its  most  offensive  form, 
and  with  its  usual  results  of  distress  to  the  individuals  kidnapped,  and 
to  the  region  whence  they  were  obtained.  I  will  consequently  thank 
you  to  issue  snch  an  order  whenever  its  execution  may  be  convenient. 
I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Xo.  169. 

Sir  Edward  Tlwrnton  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  April  5, 1872.  (Received  April  9.) 
Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  facts  which  I  was  instructed  by  Lord 
Granville  to  submit  to  yon,  with  regard  to  the  slave-trade  on  the  east 
coast  of  Africa,  and  I  beg  to  offer  you  my  best  thanks  for  having  ac- 
ceded to  tlie  wishes  of  Her  Majesty's  government  in  this  matter.  I 
have  forwarded  a  copy  of  your  note  to  Lord  Granville,  to  whom  I  hope 
it  will  be  satisfactory. 
I  have,  &c., 

EDWD.  THORNTON. 


No.  170. 

Sir  Edtcard  Thornton  to  Mr.  Fish. 

British  Legation, 
Washington^  April  6,  1872.     (Received  April  8.) 
My  Dear  Mr.  Fish  :  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  our  treaty,  or  arrangement^ 
as  it  is  called,  with  the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  with  regard  to  the  slave-trade. 
Article  III  contains  the  reservation  of  the  right  to  transport  slaves 
within  certain  limits. 
Believe  me,  &c., 

EDWD.  THORNTON. 


rinclosorc  l.| 

Agreement  hetnren  Great  Britain  and  Muscat  for  the  suppression  of  slave-trade.    Signed  at 

Zanzibar  October  2, 1845. 

Agreement  between  Her  Mj^jesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  His  Highness,  Saeid  Saeid  bin  Sultan,  the  Sultan  of  Mnscat,  for  the 
termination  of  the  export  of  slaves  from  the  African  dominions  of  His  Highness  the 
Sultan  of  Muscat. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  being 
earnestly  desirous  that  the  export  of  slaves  from  the  African  dominions  of  His  High- 
ness the  Sultan  of  Muscat  should  cease,  and  His  Highness  the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  in 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty  and  of  the  British  nation,  and  in  furtherance 
of  the  dictates  of  humanity,  which  have  heretofore  induced  him  to  enter  into  engage- 
ments with  Great  Britain  to  restrict  the  export  of  slaves  from  his  dominions,  being 
wiUing  to  put  an  end  to  that  trade  ;  and  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  His  Highness  the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  having  re- 
.  solved  to  record  with  due  form  and  solemnity  this  further  restriction  of  the  export  of 
slaves,  and  Her  Majesty  having  given  due  authority  to  Captain  Hamerton,  her  repre- 
sentative at  the  court  of  the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  to  conclude  an  agreement  with  His 
Highness  accordingly,  His  Highness  Saeid  Saeid  bin  Sultan,  for  himself,  his  heirs  an 
successors,  and  Captain  Hamerton,  on  behalf  of  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
(ireat  Britain  and  Ireland,  her  heirs  and  successors,  have  agreed  upon  and  concluded 
the  following  articles : 

Article  I.  His  Highness  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  hereby  engages  to  prohibit,  under 
the  severest  penalties,  the  export  of  slaves  from  his  African  dominions,  and  to  issue 
orders  to  his  officers  to  prevent  and  suppress  such  trade. 

AuTiCLK  II.  His  Highness  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  further  engages  to  prohibit,  under 
the  severest  penalties,  the  importation  of  slaves  from  any  part  of  Africa  into  his  pos- 
sessions in  Asia,  and  to  use  his  utmost  influence  with  all  the  chiefs  of  Arabia,  the  Ked 
Sea,  and  the  Persian  Gulf,  in  like  manner  to  prevent  the  introductioui^f  slavey  from 
Africa  into  their  respective  territories.  ^^^^^^^  ^^  GoOqIc 
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Article  III.  His  Higbness  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  gi-anfcs  to  the  ships  of  Her  Majesty's 
navy,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  East  India  Campauy,  permission  to  seiza  aufl  cantiscate 
any  vessels  the  property  of  His  Highness  or  of  his  subjects  carrying  on  slave-trade, 
excepting  only  such  as  are  engaged  in  the  transport  of  slaves  from  oue  part  to  another 
of  his  own  dominions  in  Africa,  between  the  port  of  Lamos  to  the  north,  and  its  de- 
pendencies, the  northern  limit  of  which  is  the  north  point  of  Kuzhoo  Island,  in  l'^  57' 
south  latitude,  and  the  port  of  Keelwa  to  the  south,  and  its  dependencies,  the  soutliern 
limit  of  which  is  Songa  Manara,  or  Pagoda  Point,  in  9^  2'  south  latitude,  including 
the  islands  of  Zanzibar,  Penibao,  and  Monfea. 

Article  IV.  This  agreement  t-o  commence  and  have  effect  from  the  Ist  day  of  Janu- 
ary. 1847,  of  the  year  of  Christ,  and  15th  day  of  the  month  of  Mohunnm,  1263  of  the 
Hegira. 

Done  at  Zanzibar  this  2d  day  of  October,  1845,  of  the  year  of  Christ,  and  29th  day 
of  Rarazan,  1261  of  the  Hegira. 

SAEID  SAEID  BIN  SULTAN,     [l.  s.] 
Imauii  of  Muscat. 
ATKINS  HAMERTON.  Captain, 
On  behalf  of  Rer  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  her  heirs  and  successors. 


No.  171. 
Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Roheson. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   STATE, 

Wa^hingto7ij  April  6,  1872. 
Sir  :  Since  the  letter  to  you  from  this  Department,  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  abrogation  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Sultan  of  Zanzibar  or  Muscat,  this  Department  has  been  orally  informed 
by  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  the  British  minister  here,  that  it  is  not  the 
wish  of  his  government  to  have  the  whole  of  that  instrument  annulled, 
but  only  that  provision  of  the  treaty  by  which  the  right  to  transport 
domestic  slaves,  by  sea,  within  certain  limits  of  their  own  territory,  was 
reserved.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to  modify  accordingly  any 
orders  which  have  been  or  may  be  given  by  the  Navy  Department  upon 
the  subject. 

I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  172. 
Mr.  Robeson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington^  May  C,  1872.     (Received  May  7.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei[)t  of  your  letters  of 
the  29th  of  March,  and  6th  of  April  last,  in  relation  to  the  wish  of  the 
British  government,  as  expressed  through  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  the 
British  minister,  that  our  Government  should  co-operate  with  Her 
Majesty's  in  an  effort  to  secure  an  abrogation  by  the  Imaum  of  Muscat 
of  the  provision  of  the  treaty  between  him  and  Great  Britain,  by  which 
the  right  is  reserved  to  the  imaum  to  transport  domestic  slaves,  by  sea, 
within  certain  limits  of  his  territory. 

The  Department,  in  pursuance  of  your  suggestion,  will  give  instruc- 
tions to  the  first  vessel  of  the  United  States  Navy  proceeding  to  or  re- 
turning from  the  Asiatic  station,  to  touch  at  Zanzibar  or  Muscat  and 
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inform  the  Sultan  or  Iniaum,  or  his  authorities,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  looks  witli  solicitude  to  the  abrogation  of  the  clause 
of  the  treaty  referred  to,  and  hopes  his  enlightened  government  will 
consider  seriously  the  propriety  and  advantage  of  doing  so,  or  if  the 
clause  should  be  abrogated  before  such  visit,  to  express  the  satisfaction 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  in  congratulating  the 
Imaum  on  his  humane  and  statesman-like  conduct,  in  suppressing  what 
has  been  converted  or  sup|)osed  to  have  been  converted  into  an  abuse. 
Very  respectfullv,  &e., 

GEO.  M.  liOBESOX. 


No.  173. 

Mr.  Case  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  September  3,  1872.  (Received  September  4.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  the 
necessity  of  the  Yantic  visiting  Zanzibar,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  instructions  given  to  her  commanding  officer,  to  communicate 
with  the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  in  reference  to  the  slave-trade. 

Although  the  diversion  of  the  Yantic  from  a  direct  course,  in  order  to 
visit  Zanzibar,  will  much  delay  her  voyage  to  the  Asiatic  station,  the 
Department  will  instruct  her  commanding  officer,  in  accordance  with 
your  wishes,  to  proceed  to  that  point. 

The  Yantic  left  our  waters  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  it  will  be,  therefore, 
necessary  to  telegraph  her  at  Gibraltar,  which  will  be  done  through  tiie 
United  States  consul  at  that  place,  and  it  is  hoped  the  telegram  will 
reach  her  there. 

Very  respectfullv,  &c., 

A.  LUDLOW  CASE, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  ^acy. 


No.  174. 

Mr.  Case  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  October  29,  1872.  (Received  October  30.^ 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  20th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  instructions  have  been  sent  to 
Commander  Byron  Wilson,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Yan- 
tic, to  co-operate  with  theagent  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  government, 
in  any  proper  way,  to  secure  the  success  of  his  mission  to  Muscat  or 
Zanzibar. 

Yerv  respe(;tfully,  &c., 

A.  LUDLOW  CASE, 
Acting 


Secretary  nf-fheXavt/. 
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No.  175. 

Mr.  Case  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  October  30,  1872.     (Received  October  31.) 
Sir  :  Commander  Byron  Wilson,  in  a  commnnication  dated  Gibraltar, 
October  4,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  Department's  modificatioii  of 
his  orders,  made  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  visit  Zanzi- 
bar instead  of  Muscat,  in  the  Yantic. 
I  have,  &c., 

A.  LUDLOW  CASE, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  176. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  30,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  Department  is  informed  by 
a  letter  of  29th  instant,  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that 
instructions  have  been  sent  to  Commander  Byron  Wilson,  commanding 
the  United  States  steamer  Yantic,  to  co-operate  with  Sir  H.  B.  ¥j.  Frere, 
the  agent  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  government,  in  any  proper  waj' 
to  secure  the  success  of  his  mission  to  Muscat  or  Zanzibar. 
I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


fisheries  in  waters  adjacent   to  the  BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICAN 

POSSESSIONS. 

No.  177. 

Mr.  Pakenham  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  November  14, 1871.  (Received  November  15.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  an  American 
merchant  residing  at  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  to  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  that  colony,  as  also  a  copy  of  the  governor's  reply, 
and  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Hall  entertains  doubts  as  to 
whether  the  refusal  of  Canada  to  assent  to  the  provisional  arrangement 
proposed  by  the  United  States,  and  assented  to  by  the  legislature  of  that 
colony,  may  not  work  adversely  to  the  interests  of  those  persons  in 
Prince  Edward  Island  who  have  this  year  made  large  investments  in 
the  fishery  business,  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  back  the  duties  col- 
lected in  the  United  States  on  fish-oil  and  fish  exported  from  that  island 
into  the  United  States  during  the  present  fishing  season.  Application 
has  been  made  to  Earl  Granville,  by  the  colonial  office,  on  this  subject, 
and  I  have  been  directed  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  the  pro- 
posal will  be  made  to  Congress  on  its  meeting  to  refund  those  duties  as 
regards  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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I  should  feel  oblifred  if  you  would  cause  me  to  be  early  informed  ou 
the  subject,  so  tbat  1  may  forward  the  reply  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment to  Earl  Graiivilfe  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  have,  &c., 

F.  J.  PAKENHAM. 


flnclosiire  1.] 

Mr.  Hall  to  Lkutenant-Gotefnor  Bobinson. 

Charlottetown,  p.  E.  I., 

September  26,  1871. 

Sir  :  After  the  action  of  your  govern nieut  givinc  effect  to  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, so  far  as  the  fisheries  are  concerned,  admitting  fash  from  the  United  States  as  bait  or 
otherwise  free  of  duty  into  this  colony,  and  giving  to  United  States  fishing-vessels  fret* 
access  to  the  shore-fisheries  around  this  island,  those  persons  here  who  are  engaged  in 
the  fishing  business  had  8uppo?»ed  that  their  right,  on  tlie  meeting  of  Congress,  to  re- 
ceive back  the  duties  paid  on  all  fish  and  fish-oils  exported  by  them  to  the  Unite<l 
States  since  the  1st  day  of  July  could  not  be  questione<l. 

Recent  reports  from  the  United  States  would,  however,  lead  to  the  belief  that  the 
refusal  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  give  etfect  to  the  treaty  of  Washington  may 
work  adversely  to  the  interests  of  this  island,  and  prejudice  her  claims  to  such  return 
of  duties. 

As  your  honor  is  probably  aware,  large  investments  have  this  year  been  made  in  the 
fishing  business,  ba^ed  upon  the  expectation  of  receiving  the  benefit  of  this  treaty,  and 
a  heavy  loss  to  this  island  must  result  if  the  duties  are  not  returned. 

1  would,  therefore,  esteem  it  as  a  great  favor  if  your  honor  can- give  me  any  informa- 
tion bearing  upon  this  subject, 
1  have,  &c., 

ISAAC   C.   HALL. 


Iluelosure  2. J 
Mr.  Robinson  to  Mr.  Ball. 

Government  House, 

September  29j  18T1. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant-governor  to  acknowle<lge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  28th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

2.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  requested  Her  Majesty^s  government  to  urge 
the  governments  of  Canada,  Newfoundland,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  to  make  for  the 
present  season,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  such  relaxations  and  regulations  :i« 
it  might  be  in  their  power  to  adopt,  with  a  view  to  the  provisional  admission  of  Ameri- 
can fishermen  to  the  liberty  which  is  proposed  to  be  secured  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  theGovernment  of  the  United  States  in  return  to  recommend  and  urge  upon 
Congress  at  their  next  session  to  refund  to  the  parties  paying  the  same  any  duties  col- 
lected in  the  United  States  on  or  after  the  1st  July,  on  fish-oil  and  fish,  (with  certain 
exceptions,)  the  produce  of  the  fisheries  of  the  above  colonies,  respectively,  if  a  similar 
arrangement  should  be  made  with  respect  to  the  admission  into  the  colonies  as  afore- 
said offish-oil  and  fish,  (with  like  exceptions,)  being  the  produce  of  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States. 

3.  Prince  Edward  Island  assented  to  the  proposed  arrangement ;  Canada  did  not 
assent'  to  it;  and  you  are  apprehensive  that  such  refusal  on  the  part  of  Canada  may 
work  adversely  to  the  interests  of  those  pei-sons  in  Prince  Edward  Island  who  have 
this  year  made  large  investments,  in  the  expectations  of  receiving  back  the  duties  paid 
by  them  on  fish-oil  and  fish  exported  from  this  island  into  the  United  States  during  the 
present  fishing  season. 

4.  The  lieutenant-governor  is  of  opinion  that  your  apprehensions  are  unfounded. 
An  arrangement  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty's  government  has  been  entered  into  between 
theGovernment  of  the  United  States  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  the  lieutenant- 
governor  doi»8  not  apprehend  that  the  acti(Mi  of  Canada  in  withholding  her  assent  from 
a  similar  arrangement  will  bo  attended  with  the  prejudicial  result  which  you  have 
recently  been  led  to  anticipate. 

1  havr,  «l'c., 

KILDARE  C.  ROBINSON, 

Private  Secretary. 
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No.    178. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Noveinhe7'  24,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the 
14th  instant,  inclosing  a  cop}-  of  a  letter  from  Isaac  C.  Hall,  esq.,  an 
American  merchant  residing  at  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  to 
the  lieutenant-governor  of  that  colony,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  lieuten- 
ant-governor's reply,  relating  to  the  anticipated  effects  of  the  refusal  of 
Canada  to  assent  to  the  provisional  arrangement  proposed  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  assented  to  by  the  legislature  of  that  colony,  contained  in 
my  note  of  May  8, 1871,  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  upon  the  interests  of 
the  persons  in  Prince  Edward  Island  who  have  this  year  made  large 
investments  in  the  fishery  business,  in  expectation  of  receiving  back  the 
duties  collected  in  the  United  States  on  fish-oil  and  fish  exported  from 
that  island  into  the  United  States  during  the  present  fishing  season. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  United  States  deals  on 
the  subject  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  proposal  made  in  May  last  con- 
templated the  united  action  of  all  the  British  colonies.  The  Dominion 
of  Canada  did  not  assent,  and  has  greatly  annoyed  American  fishermen. 
It  was  not  contemplated,  nor  would  it  be  practicable,  to  separate  them, 
or  carry  into  effect  for  one  what  the  President  was  willing  to  recommend 
for  all  of  those  colonies. 


I  have,  &c., 


HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  179. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  15,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  your  information  and  use,  ten 
copies  of  the  circular,  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
Otli  instant,  for  the  information  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged 
in  the  fishing  business  in  waters  adjacent  to  the  British  North  Ameri 
ciui  provinces. 

1  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  16. 

NAVIGATION  DIVISION,   CIRCULAR  NO.  5. 

lielaiive  to  the  fisheries  on  tJic  coasts  of  the  British  Xorth  Amei'iean  colonies. 

Treasury  Department, 

JVashingtonj  D.  C,  March  6,  187*2. 
To  collectors  of  customs : 

As  the  season  for  fishing  on  the  coast  of  the  British  possessions  in  our  vicinity  is 
approaching;  it  is  considered  important  that  lishermen  of  the  United  States  intending 
to  pursue  their  business  in  the  locality  mentioned,  should  be  thoroughly  acquainted 
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with  the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the  matter,  in  order  to  avoid  incnrring  the 
penalties  for  violations  thereof.  To  that  end,  the  following  circular,  issued  by  this 
Department  Juno  9,  1870,  is  republished,  as  containing  information  still  applicable. 

You  will  please  endeavor  to  bring  the  contents  of  this  circular  to  the  attention  of  all 
parties  concerned,  at  the  same  time  notifying  them  that  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  proclaimed  July  4,  1871,  relating  to  the 
fisheries,  will  not  go  into  effect  until  the  laws  required  to  carry  them  into  operation 
shall  have  been  passed  by  the  various  governments  mentioned  in  Article  XXXIII,  and 
warning  them  that  their  business  must  yet  be  carried  on  subject  to  the  restrictions 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty : 

CIRCULAR. 

**In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  you  are  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  inform  all  masters  of  fishing- vessels,  at  the  time  of  clearance  from  your 
port,  that  the  authorities  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  have  terminated  the  system  of 
granting  fishing  licenses  to  foreign  vessels,  under  which  they  have  heretofore  been  per- 
mitted to  fish  within  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Dominion,  that  is  to  say, 
within  three  marine  miles  of  the  shores  thereof;  and  that  all  fishermen  of  the  United 
States  are  prohibited  from  the  use  of  such  inshore-fisheries,  except  so  far  as  stipulated 
in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  October  20,  1818,  between  tne  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  in  virtue  of  which  the  fishermen  of  the  United  States  have,  in  common 
with  the  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  the  liberty  to  take  fish  of  every  kind  on 
that  part  of  the  southern  coast  of  Newfoundland  which  extends  from  said  Cape  Ray  to 
the  Rameau  Islands ;  on  the  western  and  northern  coast  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  said 
Cape  Ray  to  the  Quirpon  Islands ;  on  the  shores  of  the  Magdalen  Islands ;  and,  also, 
on  the  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks,  from  Mount  Joly,  which  was,  when  the  treaty 
was  signed,  on  the  southern  coast  of  Labrador,  to  and  through  the  Straits  of  Belle 
Isle,  and  thence  northwardly,  indefinitely  along  the  coast,  without  prejudice,  how- 
ever, to  any  exclusive  rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  and  have  also  liberty 
forever  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  coast  of  Newibundlaud,  above  described,  and  of  the  coast  of  Lab- 
rador, unless  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof,  be  settled;  in  which  case  it  is  not  law- 
ful for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  portion  so  settled  without  previous 
agreement  for  such  purpose  with  the  inhabitaats,  proprietors,  or  po8Jie8Soi*s  of  the 
ground;  and  also  are  admitted  to  enter  any  other  bays  or  harbors,  for  the  purpose  of 
shelter  and  of  repairing  damages  therein,  of  purchasing  wood,  and  of  obtaining  water, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever,  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  their  taking,  drying,  or  curing  fish  therein,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever 
abusing  the  privileges  reserved  to  them  as  above  expressed.  Fishermen  of  the  United 
States  are  bound  to  respect  the  British  laws  and  regulations  for  the  regulation  and 
preservation  of  the  fisheries  to  the  same  extent  to  which  they  are  applicable  to  British 
or  Canadian  fishermen. 

"The  Canadian  law  of  the  22d  of  May,  ISGo,  (31  Victoria,  cap.  61,)  entitled  *  An  act 
respecting  fishing  by  foreign  vessels,*  and  the  act  assented  to  gn  the  12th  of  May,  1870, 
entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the  act  respecting  fishing  by  foreign  vessels,'  among  other 
things,  enact  that  any  commissioned  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  navy,  serving  on  board 
of  any  vessel  of  Her  Majesty's  navy,  cruising  and  being  in  the  waters  of  Canada,  for 
the  purpose  of  afibrding  protection  to  Her  Majesty's  subjects  engaged  in  the  fisheries, 
or  any  commissioned  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  navy,  fishery  officer,  or  stipendiary  mag- 
istrate, on  board  of  auy  vessel  belonging  to  or  in  the  service  of  the  governinenl  of 
Canada,  and  employed  in  the  service  of  protecting  tlie  fisheries,  or  any  officer  of  the 
customs  of  Canada,  sheriff,  magistrate,  or  other  person  duly  commissioned  for  that 
purpose,  may  go  on  board  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  within  any  harbor  in  Canada, 
or  hovering  (in  British  waters)  within  three  marine  miles  of  any  of  the  coasts,  bays, 
creeks,  or  harbors  in  Canada,  and  stay  on  board  so  long  as  she  may  remain  within 
such  place  or  distance ;  and  that  any  one  of  such  officers  or  persons  as  are  above  men- 
tioned may  brin^  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  being  within  any  harbor  in  Canada,  or 
hovering  (in  British  waters)  within  three  marine  miles  of  any  of  the  coasts,  bays, 
creeks,  or  liarbors  in  Canada,  into  port,  and  search  her  cargo,  and  may  also  examine  the 
master  upon  oath  touching  the  cargo  and  voyage;  and  if  the  master  or  person  in  com- 
mand shall  not  truly  answer  the  questions  put  to  him  in  such  examination,  he  shall 
forfeit  four  hundred  dollars;  and  if  such  ship,  vessel,  or  boat  be  foreign,  or  not  navi- 
gated according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  or  of  Canada,  and  has  been  found 
fishing,  or  preparing  to  fish,  or  to  have  been  fishing  (in  British  waters)  within  three 
marine  miles  of  any  of  the  coasts,  bays,  creeks,  or  harbors  of  Canada  not  included 
within  the  above-mentioned  limits,  without  a  license,  or  after  the  expiration  of  the 
period  uame<l  in  the  last  license  granted  to  such  ship,  vessel,  or  boat  under  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  such  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  and  the  tackle,  rigging^  apparel,  fur- 
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uiture,  stores,  and  cargo  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited.  And  that  all  goods,  ships,  vessels, 
and  boats,  and  the  tackle,  rigging,  apparel,  and  furniture,  stores,  and  cargo  liable  to 
forfeiture  under  this  act  may  be  seized  and  secured  by  any  officers  or  persons  mentioned 
in  the  second  section  of  this  act.  And  every  person  opposing  any  officer  or  person  in 
the  execution  of  his  duty  nnder  this  act,  or  aiding  or  abetting  any  other  person  in  any 
opposition,  shall  forfeit  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  upon  conviction  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years. 

"  /*  will  he  observed  that  the  warning  formerly  given  is  not  required  under  the  amended  act, 
btU  that  vessels  trespassing  are  liable  to  seizure  without  such  warning. 

"On  the  8th  January,  1870,  the  governor-general  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  in 
council,  ordered  that  suitable  sailing-vessels,  similar  to  the  La  Canadienne,  iSe  char- 
tered and  equipped  for  the  service  of  protecting  the  Canadian  inshore-fisheries  against 
illegal  encroachments  by  foreigners,  these  vessels  to  be  connected  with  the  police  force 
of  Canada,  and  to  form  a  marine  branch  of  the  same.  It  is  understood  that,  by  a  change 
of  the  boundaries  between  Canada  and  Labrador,  the  Canadian  territory  now  includes 
Mount  Joly  and  a  portion  of  the  shore  to  the  east  thereof,  which,  in  the  treaty  of  1818, 
was  described  as  the  southern  coast  of  Labrador.  This  municipal  change  of  boundary 
does  not,  however,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  American  fishermen,  as  defined  by  the 
treaty,  on  that  portion  of  what  was  the  southern  coast  of  Labrador,  east  of  Mount 
Joly." 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Canadian  authorities  will  adopt  similar  meas- 
nres  toward  preventing  encroachments  upon  the  British  fisheries  during  the  season  of 
1872. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  180. 

Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  April  12, 1872.  (Received  April  13.) 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  24th  of  I^ovember  last  to  Mr. 
Pakenham,  stating  that  the  United  States  Government  were  not  pre- 
pared to  take  steps  with  a  view  to  the  refunding  of  duties  collected  on 
fish-oil  and  fish  imported  from  Prince  Edward  Island,  I  am  desired  by 
Earl  Granville  to  icrform  you  that  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment has  again  been  called  to  this  subject,  and  to  the  difficulty 
which  may  arise  in  consequence  of  this  decision  of  the  United  States  in 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  colonial  legislatures  to  the  treaty  of 
Washington. 

The  proposal  of  the  United  States  Government,  as  made  in  your  note 
of  the  8th  of  May  last,  was  to  the  effect  that,  pending  the  legislation 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment should  make  on  their  own  behalf,  and  should  urge  the  govern- 
ments of  Canada,  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  Newfoundland  to  make 
arrangements  for  admitting  American  fishermen  to  the  liberty  which 
they  would  enjoy  under  the  treaty,  and  that  on  their  part  the  United 
States  Government  would  be  prepared  to  admit  British  subjects  to  fish- 
ing rights  in  the  United  States  watesrs  specified  in  the  treaty,  and 
would  recommend  Congress  to  authorize  the  refunding  of  duties  col- 
lected after  the  1st  of  July  on  fish  and  fish-oil  the  produce  of  Canada 
and  Prince  Edward  Island,  if  a  similar  arrangement  was  made  with 
respect  to  the  admission  into  the  British  possessions  of  fish-oil  and  fish 
being  the  produce  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  agreed  to  this  proposal,  and,  at  their  urgent 
request,  the  government  of  Prince  Edward  Island  issued,  on  the  24th  of 
July,  an  order  in  accordance  with  it.  From  that  date  American  fisher- 
men have  had  free  use  of  the  inshore-fisheries  of  the  island,  and  have 
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landed  fish  and  fishoil  without  duty,  and  the  merchants  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  believing  that  the  United  States  Government  would,  in 
pursuance  of  their  part  of  the  agreement,  propose  to  Congress  to  make 
provision  for  refunding  the  duties  levied  on  fish  and  fish-oil  imported 
into  the  United  States  from  Prince  Edward  Island,  have  freely  exported 
those  products,  and  the  government  of  the  colony  were  quite  unprepared 
for  the  course  now  taken  by  the  United  States  Government. 

It  appears  from  your  note  to  Mr.  Pakenham,  of  the  24th  of  November, 
that  the  ground  taken  by  the  President  for  declining  to  bring  forward  a 
bill  for  the  refund  of  the  duties  is,  that  *^  the  proposal  made  through  you 
contemplated  the  united  action  of  all  the  British  colonies,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  practicable  to  separate  them  or  carry  into  effect  for  one 
what  the  President  was  willing  to  recommend  for  all  those  colonies." 

Her  Majesty's  government  considers  that  the  treaty  of  Washington 
itself  recognizes  the  power  of  each  colonial  government  or  legislature 
to  act  for  itself  independently  of  the  other,  nor  can  any  legislation 
on  the  part  of  one  of  those  governments  interfere  with  or  bind  the 
territory  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  colonial  government.  The 
government  of  Prince  Edward  Island  have  issued  an  order  giving 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  admitting  American  fishermen 
to  the  free  use  of  their  fisheries  during  the  season  of  1871.  The  Ameri- 
can fishermen  have  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege,  and  the  United 
States  consul  was  duly  notified  of  the  relaxations  made  in  their  favor, 
while  Mr.  Bancroft  Davis  was  informed  by  Mr.  Pakenham's  note  of  the 
26th  of  July  last  of  the  acceptance  by  the  government  of  Prince  Edward 
Island  of  your  proposals. 

The  United  States  Government  accepted  all  the  advantages  thus  con- 
ferred upon  their  fishermen  during  the  whole  season  of  1871,  and  the 
government  of  Prince  Edward  Island  fully  expected  that  their  colony 
would  receive  an  equivalent  for  those  advantages. 

No  intimation  was  given  by  the  United  States  Government  that  they 
did  not  intend  to  fulfill  their  part  of  the  arrangement  unless  united 
action  was  taken  by  all  the  colonies,  and  the  government  of  the  island 
could  not  therefore  have  anticipated  that  such  a  course  would  be  pur- 
sued, nor  did  your  original  proposal  make  the  refunding  of  the  duties 
contingent  on  such  united  action. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  serious 
pecuniary  losses  which  will  fall  upon  the  merchants  of  Prince  Edward 
Island  if  these  duties  are  not  refunded,  Her  Majesty's  government  trust 
that  the  United  States  Government  will  reconsider  their  decision,  and 
will  not  persist  in  refusing  to  carry  out  their  part  of  an  arrangement 
which  they  themselves  originated,  and  which  was  proposed  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Prince  Edward  Island  by  Her  Majesty's  government,  in  the 
full  confidence  that  that  colony  would  receive  from  the  Unit<^.d  States 
an  equivalent  for  the  concessions  which  it  was  recommended  to  make. 
I  have,  &c., 

ED  WD  THORNTON. 


No.  181. 

Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr,  Fish, 

Washington,  July  10, 1872.    (Received  July  11.) 
Sm :  In  compliance  with  an  instruction  which  I  have  received  from 
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Earl  Granville,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  having  declined  to  take  steps  with  a  view  to  the  refunding 
of  duties  collected  on  fish-oil  and  fish  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  Prince  Edward's  Island,  his  lordship  has  been  informed  by  the 
colonial  office  that  a  telegram  has  been  received  from  the  governor  of 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  stating  that  his  ministers  are  of  opinion  that 
the  privilege  of  fishing  on  the  coast  of  Prince  Edward's  Island  should 
not  be  conceded  to  the  American  fishermen  until  the  United  States 
Government  shall  have  carried  into  effect  the  arrangement  in  pursuance 
of  which  the  American  fishermen  were  provisionally  admitted  to  the 
use  of  those  fisheries  during  the  season  of  1871,  namely,  the  refund  of 
the  duties  levied  during  that  season  upon  fish  and  fish-oil  imported  from 
the  colony  into  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  contest  the  justice  of  the  position 
thus  assumed  by  the  governor  of  Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  as  that 
colony  does  not  possess  revenue-vessels  by  which  its  fishery  laws  can  be 
enforced,  they  have  thought  it  right  to  send  instructions  to  the  officers 
commanding  Her  Majesty's  ships  as  regards  the  protection  of  the  Prince 
Edward  Island  fisheries,  similar  to  those  issued  for  the  protection 
of  the  North  American  fisheries  generally,  by  Admiral  Wellesley, 
in  1870,  as  modified  by  the  memorandum  issued  by  him  on  the  25th  of 
June  of  that  year. 

Such  is  the  course  which  I  am  instructed  to  inform  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  forced  to 
adopt,  in  consequence  of  the  non-tulfillment  of  the  condition  on  which, 
the  provisional  use  of  the  fisheries  was  conceded  by  the  governor  of 
Prince  Edward's  Island. 


1  have,  &c.. 


ED  WD  THORNTON. 


No.  182. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton, 

DepartjVIEnt  of  State, 

Washington^  July  18,  1872. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
10th  instant,  in  which,  referring  to  a  supposed  arrangement,  in  pursu- 
ance of  which  American  fishermen  were  provisionally  admitted  to  exer- 
cise their  employment  on  the  coast  of  Prince  Edward's  Island,  you  state 
that  the  government  of  that  island  was  of  the  opinion  that  that  privi- 
lege should  not  be  further  enjoyed  until  this  Government  shall  have 
refunded  the  duties  which  have  been  levied  upon  fish  and  fish-oil 
imported  from  that  colony  into  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
arrangement  as  that  to  which  you  refer.  It  is  true  that,  in  the  note  of 
the  8th  of  May,  1871,  addressed  to  you  by  this  Department,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  as  the  legislation  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of 
Washington  could  not  take  place  until  after  the  fishing  season,  then 
near  at  hand,  the  privileges  promised  by  the  treaty  should  at  once  be 
granted  to  United  States  fishermen  upon  the  conc^ition  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  recommend  to  Congress  the  refunding  of  any  duties  upon 
fish  and  fish-oil  of  certain  British  colonies,  imported  into  this  country 
after  the  first  day  of  July  then  next  ensuing.  ^.^.  .^^^  by  GoOqIc 
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Ill  the  note  of  24th  November  last,  addressed  by  this  Department  to 
Mr.  Pakeuham,  he  was  informed  that  in  regard  to  this  subject  the 
United  States  deals  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  proposition  made 
in  May  of  that  year  contemplated  the  united  action  of  all  the  British 
colonies.  Why  that  proposition,  even  if  so  far  accepted  by  the.  govern- 
ment of  Prince  Edward's  Island,  as  to  abstain  during  the  last  season 
from  molesting  fishermen  of  the  United  States,  should  still  be  termed 
an  arrangement,  it  is  diflBcult  to  understand. 

It  further  appears  from  your  note  that  Her  Majesty's  government  • 
approves  of  the  course  in  this  matter  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
governor  of  Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  has  issued  orders  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fisheries  of  that  island. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  your  note  assigns,  as  a  reason  for  the 
decision  of  Her  Majesty's  government  on  the  subject,  the  failure  by  this 
Government  to  fulfill  the  condition  upon  which  the  provisional  use  of 
the  fisheries  of  that  island  was  granted. 

I  will  not  repeat  that  as  there  seems  to  be  an  unaccjountable  miscon- 
ception of  the  obligations  assumed  by  this  Government,  the  reason 
assigned  for  enforcing  what  are  termed  the  fishing-laws  on  the  coasts  of 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  cannot  be  allowed  to  have  any  weight. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  in  carrying  that  measure  into  effect,  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  forbearance  will  be  made  apparent,  so  that  un- 
necessary and  unprofitable  irritation  upon  the  subject  may  be  avoided. 
I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  183. 

Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Washington,  July  19, 1872.    (Received  July  20.) 
Sim  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday's  date,  relative  to  the  fisheries  in  the  waters  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  Earl 
Granville. 

In  the  mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  the  wishes  and  in- 
structions of  Her  Majesty's  government  are  to  the  effect  that  due  justice 
and  forbearance  should  be  exercised  in  the  protection  of  the  fisheries  in 
those  waters,  to  the  use  of  which  foreign  fishermen  are  not  admitted  in 
the  pursuit  of  their  calling,  and  that  all  unnecessary  cause  of  irritation 
should  be  avoided. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  confident  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will,  on  its  part,  contribute  toward  preventing  all  grounds. of 
dispute  by  doing  its  utmost  to  induce  its  citizens  to  abstain  from  fishing 
in  those  waters,  for  their  admission  to  which  the  necessary  legislation 
has  not  yet  been  carried  out  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c., 

ED  WD  THORNTON. 
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GREECE. 

No.  184. 

Mr,  Francis  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  3.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  November  8,  1871.  (Received  Decern l)er  7.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  text  of  the  recent  speech  ot* 
the  King  of  Greece,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  on  the  30th  of  October  ultimo,  of  which  my  predecessor,  Mr. 
Tuckerraan,  gave  a  brief  synopsis  in  his  dispatch  (No.  188)  of  the  date 
of  November  3. 

Inclosed  is  a  printed  copy  of  the  speech,  in  French,  with  accompany- 
ing translation  into  English. 
His  Majesty's  reference  to  brigandage  is  worthy  of  attention. 
1  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCES. 


Speech  pronounced  by  His  Majesty  tlie  King  of  Greece  at  tlie  opening  of  the  third  session  of 
the  third  parliamentary  period^  October  30,  187 1. 

Gentlemen  Deputies  :  To-clay  I  see  with  pleasure  assembled  about  me  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  whose  prosperity  is  always  the  strongest  desire  of  my  heart 
and  my  constant  solicitude.  During  my  last  journey  abroad  I  was  pleased  to  observe 
the  sincere  attachment  of  my  people  to  the  Queen,  while  discharging  the  difficult  du- 
ties of  the  regency.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  announce  that  my  relations  with  foreign 
powers  are  friendly.    Their  conservation  is  with  me  an  object  of  constant  solicitude. 

The  affair  of  Lanrium  will  not,  I  trust,  disturb  these  relatitms  with  any  of  the  pow- 
ers.   My  government  will  lay  before  you  the  documents  relating  to  this  affair. 

The  most  important  home  question,  that  of  the  public  security,  is  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

The  measures  which  you  have  promptly  voted,  and  their  successful  application  by 
my  government,  have  made  it  impossible  that  brigandage  should  continue  among  us. 
The  complete  extirpation  of  this  evil,  whose  remnants  exist  on  the  frontier,  is  not  far 
off,  provided  the  remedies  continue  to  be  enforced. 

I  am  able  also  to  state  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  affords  cheering 
hopes,  inasmuch  as  the  receipts  have  been  sufficient  for  the  demands  of  the  service. 

Order  in  the  finances  is  the  sure  result  of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken,  the 
strengthening  of  public  security,  and  order  enforced  throughout  the  service. 

Draughts  of  important  laws  will  be  submitted  to  yon  during  the  present  session.  An 
electoral  law  providinj^  for  a  large  representation  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in 
parliament  will  be,  I  sincerely  hope,  the  subject  of  serious  and  thorough  consideration. 
Provincial  and  municipal  laws  giving  more  freedom  to  the  administration  of  affairs  in 
the  provinces  and  the  villages,  and  restoring  a  desirable  harmony  between  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  executive  department,  will  receive^  I  doubt  not,  your  attention,  inasmuch 
as  you  understand  the  views  of  the  provinces  and  villages. 

The  direct  removal  of  the  land-tax  on  cereal  crops  and  its  provisional  replacement 
by  other  resources,  until  the  application  of  a  more  perfect  system  of  taxation,  are 
matters  worthy  of  your  attention.  One  of  our  strongest  desires  has  been  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  clergy.  This  is  also  the  prayer  of  Greece.  Therefore  my 
government,  sensible  of  this  necessity,  is  earnestly  engaged  in  devising  a  remedy,  and 
will  submit  to  jon  the  draught  of  a  law  on  this  subject. 

A  military  law,  answering  to  the  needs  and  resources  of  the  country,  based  on  the 
wholesome  principle  of  equality  in  making  recruits  for  the  military  service,  will  be 
laid  before  you.  For  the  better  regulation  of  that  which  concerns  justice,  my  govern- 
ment will  submit  to  your  enlightened  judgment  draughts  for  a  number  of  enactments. 

The  improvement  of  the  consular  service  is  thought  to  be  a  matter  worthy  of  serious 
attention. 

You  will  receive  the  draught  of  a  law  for  securing  adequate  protection 
interests  of  Greece  abroad.  ^  sfC 
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A  revision  of  tho  penal  code  for  the  marine  will  also  be  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion. 

Order  in  the  public  service  and  the  traininjaj  of  competent  employes  require  an 
enactment  fixing  the  qualifications  of  employes,  and  my  government  will  ask  your 
vote  on  this  question.  All  these  questions  have  a  bearing  on  important  interests  of 
the  nation.  Their  happy  solution  forming  the  basis  of  a  complete  system  of  measures 
for  the  improvement  of  public  atfairs,  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  future.  May  love 
for  our  common  country  be  for  all  a  constant  guide  in  our  thoughts  and  our  actions. 

We  shall  find  our  strength  in  the  help  of  the  Almighty.  I  proclaim  the  opening  of 
the  third  session  of  the  third  parliamentary  x>eriod. 


No.   185. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  C]  Legation  of  thu  United  States, 

Athens^  November  11,  1871.     (Received  December  12.) 

Sir:  I  havethe  honor  to  report  that,  oa  the  10th  instant,  Mr.  Zaimis, 
tlie  Greek  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  returning  my  call  upon  him  of  the 
9th  instant,  visited  this  legation  in  person,  and  informed  me  that  His 
Majesty  the  King  had  designated  this  day,  (the  11th,)  at  12  o'clock 
meridian,  for  the  purpose  of  an  interview  with  me. 

Subsequently  he  transmitted  to  the  legation  an  official  note  to  the 
same  effect,  which  I  herewith  inclose. 

Promptly  at  the  time  appointed  I  repaired  to  the  palace,  and,  accoin- 
l)anied  by  Mr.  Zaimis,  was  introduced  by  the  latter  to  His  Majesty. 
Handing  to  the  King  my  letter  of  credence  from  the  President  of  tiie 
United  States,  I  addressed  His  Majesty  as  follows : 

I  have  the  distinguished  honor  of  presenting  to  Your  Ms^esty  a  letter  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  accrediting  me  as  minister-resident  near  the  Government 
of  Your  Majesty.  And  I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  make  renewed  assurances  of  the 
.sincere  frieudsnip  entertained  for  Your  Mjyesty  by  the  President  and  people  of  tlic 
iruited  States. 

Our  political  institutions  have  many  points  of  resemblance  to  those  of  this  classic 
and  venerated  land.  Both  are  intended  to  promote  the  education^  the  industry^  and 
the  highest  welfare  of  the  i)eople. 

In  tne  peaceful  conflicts  of  opinion,  the  popular  verdict  is  respected  and  obeyed. 
Therefore  it  is  that  the  President  and  people  of  the  United  States  fepl  a  warm  and 
deep  solicitude  in  behalf  of  Greece,  that  her  prosperity  may  be  permanent,  and  that 
she  may  advance  steadily  onward  in  a  national  career  fully  reflecting  all  that  is  grand 
in  her  ancient  history. 

It  shall  be  my  earnest  effort,  while  representing  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  near  Your  Mi^esty's  government,  to  contribute  whatever  I  may  toward  sustain- 
ing and  strengthening  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  between  these  powers. 

To  which  the  King  replied:  * 

Mr.  Minister:  It  is  with  a  lively  satisfaction  that  I  see  near  me  the  representative 
4>f  the  United  States,  and  hear  the  words  which  you  have  just  spoken. 

The  sympathy  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  always  manifested 
in  favor  of  the  Greek  nation,  your  pei*sonal  qualities  and  sentiments,  Mr.  Minister, 
flnally  the  feelings  of  sympathy  and  gratitude  with  which  the  Greek  people  are  ani- 
mated in  favor  of  the  United  States,  render  it  an  easy  task  to  cultivate  and  develop 
the  excellent  relations  which  fortunately  exist  between  my  government  and  the  Gretik 
people  and  those  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  happy  to  see  that  you  so  thoroughly  appreciate  the  sentiment  of  this  country, 
ivud  its  efforts  to  sustain  the  principles  of  liberty  which  it  has  inherited  from  its  ances- 
tors, united  to  those  of  order,  which  alone  can  make  them  fruitful  of  good. 

I  desire  that  you  will  be  the  interpreter  of  my  sentiments  of  high  esteem  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  King  received  me  with  mach  cordiality,  and,  after  the  reading  ot* 
his  response  to  my  address,  entered  into  general  conversation,  which 
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was  continued  some  minutes.  In  the  course  of  the  interview  His  Maj- 
esty remarked  that  from  his  earliest  recollection  he  had  heard  only  the 
most  friendly  expressions  toward  the  United  States,  "  for  you  know,'' 
said  he,  "Denmark  and  your  country  have  always  been  the  best  of 
friends."  To  my  remark  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  felt 
a  great  interest  in  Greece  from  the  beginning  of  its  new  career  as  a 
nation,  bearing  in  mind  its  heroic  struggle  for  independence,  as  well  as 
the  fact  that  its  ancient  grandeur  had  largely  contributed  toward  the 
elements  of  our  common  civilization,  the  King  replied :  "  Yes,  we  know 
it  and  feel  it;  the  people  of  the  United  States  helped  Greece  when  she 
most  needed  help ;  and  in  the  Cretan  rebellion  they  extended  their 
sympathies  to  the  oppressed.  But  it  was  ancient  Greece  that  did  so 
much  for  civilization,  though  we  hope  to  do  our  duty  now  and  f  go  for 
ward  steadily  in  improvement."  Social  topics  were  then  introduced 
and  after  saying  I  would  meet  only  friends  among  his  people,  and  that 
he  trusted  my  residence  at  Athens  would  be  altogether  pleasant  and 
happy,  with  a  hearty  shake  of  the  hand  he  bade  me  good  day.  The 
King  is  a  young  man  of  intelligence,  and  converses  in  English  with 
vivacity  and  ease. 

He  looks  and  speaks  like  one  who  is  earnest  and  sincere,  already  pos- 
sessed of  a  fair  degree  of  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  determined  to 
qualify  himself  for  increasing  usefulness  as  a  ruler.  His  manner  cer- 
tainly does  not  indicate  the  weakness  and  frivolity  that  have  been 
attributed  to  him.  It  is  dignified  and  altogether  becoming  his  station. 
He  appears  quite  mature  for  one  of  twenty-six  years.  I  should  say 
that  he  only  needs  the  discipline  of  studj^  and  experience  to  give  him 
the  qualifications  of  firm  and  steady  statesmanship. 

I  was  next  introduced  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  in  another  apartment 
of  the  palace.  She  welcomed  me  to  Athens  quite  as  cordially  as  the  King 
had  done.  She  said  that  her  cousin,  the  Grand  Duke  Alexis  of  Russia, 
was  gratifying  a  desire  he  had  often  expressed  in  his  present  visit  to 
the  United  States,  and  she,  too,  would  like  to  see  that  great  country,  if 
it  were  possible,  but  that  wish  could  not  now  be  realized.  The  great 
American  country  and  its  people  she  had  always  been  taught  to  re- 
spect, and  she  esteemed  them  all  the  more  as  study  and  acquaintance 
gave  her  more  knowledge  of  the  American  character.  My  interview 
with  the  Queen,  who  is  a  beautiful  and  accomplished  lady,  was  exceed- 
ingly agreeable. 

The  Queen  of  Denmark  and  her  daughter,  Princess  Thyra,  the  mother 
and  sister  of  the  King,  were  present  on  this  occasion. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  186. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  13.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  December  2, 1871.  (Received  December  30.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  a  translation,  with  inclosure  of  the 
original  t^xt,  of  an  article  from  a  prominent  Ureek  newspaper  published 
here,  the  Defense,  of  November  24,  instant,  in  which  it  will  be  seen  an 
intelligent  and  a  just  view  is  taken  of  the  working  of  our  free  institutions 
as  illustrated  by  the  results  of  the  recent  election  in  the  State  of  New. 

16  FB  .        o 
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York.  I  may  say,  in  this  connection,  that  the  article  corresponds  with 
the  expressions  I  have  heard  from  many  Greek  citizens  here,  who,  next 
to  the  regard  they  have  for  the  affairs  of  their  own  country,  seem  to 
take  the  deepest  interest  in  those  of  the  United  States.  One  of  their 
leading  statesmen,  and  a  member  of  the  present  Greek  cabinet,  re- 
marked to  me  that  "  Free  institutions  on  a  grand  scale  are  achieving  in 
your  country  their  sublime  victories.'' 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  31.  FRANCIS. 


[Inclosore  2  in  No.  13.] 

THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  ELECTION. 

[Translation  from  the  Defense,  an  Athenian  Greek  Jonmal,  of  November  24, 1871.] 

When  the  appaUing  outrages  of  the  New  York  officials  in  the  United  States  of 
America  were  revealtS  to  the  eyes  of  the  world,  the  enemies  of  free  institutions 
could  not  conceal  their  satanic  joy,  and  false  friends  shed  some  crocodile  tears.  The 
exposure  could  not  hut  fill  the  true  champions  of  democratic  institutions  with  alarm 
and  despondency.  We  at  once  pointed  out  the  real  cause  and  source  of  this  mischief. 
We  said  at  once  that  this  mischief  did  not  belong  necessarily  to  the  American  system 
of  government,  but  that  its  origin  was  to  be  found  in  monarchical  Europe,  from  which 
a  restless  cun-ent  of  immigration  was  constantly  discharging  its  iilth  and  oifscouring 
into  the  broad  bosom  of  the  American  democracy.  Receiving  these  worthless  and 
wretched  creatures,  who  had  been  born,  nurtured,  impoverished,  and  corrupted  in  the 
old  monarchies  of  Europe,  America  gave  them  citizenship,  and  warmed  them  in  her 
motherly  arms  as  if  they  were  her  own  offspring.  Such  creatures  are  numbered  by- 
tens  of  thousands  in  New  York  especially.  It  followed  that  a  corrupt  party,  composed 
largely  of  those  who  would  have  no  right  of  suffrage  in  Europe,  voted  in  New  York 
for  corrupt  measures.  But  in  a  free  country  this  evil  was  not  allowed  to  go  uncured. 
The  true  friends  of  free  institutions  rejoice  to-day  with  exceeding  joy  in  learning  that 
tbe  guilty  authors  of  those  crimes  are  to  be  punished,  and  that  some  of  them  have 
given  bail  for  a  million  of  dollars  to  appear  for  trial  before  the  people^s  tribunal. 
They  rejoice  yet  more  in  learning  that,  at  the  recent  elections  in  New  York,  a  most 
decisive  triumph  was  won  by  men  not  belonging  to  the  infamous  thieves  of  the  Tam- 
many ring,  but  to  the  opposing  party  which,  in  previous  elections,  had  found  itself  in 
a  minority  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  votes.  Behold  the  blessings  of  a  free  govern- 
ment !  In  a  country  where  the  people  are  supreme,  and  where  they  have  nothing  to 
hope  for  from  guardians  and  protectors,  criminal  outrages  are  not  covered  up  as  they 
would  be  in  an  absolute  monarchy.  Official  crimes  are  speedily  brought  to  light,  and 
the  criminals  are  puoished  with  exemplary  severity. 


No.  387. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  22.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athensj  December  23,  1871.  (Received  January  18,  1872.) 
Sir:  Brigandage  is  the  great  evil  of  Greece.  It  prevents  iutercom- 
mnnication,  retards  enterprise,  and  paralyzes  business.  It  exacts  con- 
tributions from  legitimate  industry,  and  thus  discourages  agriculture. 
It  is  not  surprising  that,  in  sections  where  brigandage  prevails,  the 
farming  interest  should  languish.  It  taxes  that  interest  for  support. 
Then  the  government  exacts  one-tenth  of  the  products  of  the  soil  for  its 
necessary  revenue.  Between  this  upper  and  nether  millstone  the  culti- 
vator of  the  soil  certainly  has  a  hard  time  of  it.  The  great  need  of 
Greece  is  immunity  from  brigandage  as  a  sine  qua  non  for  industrial 
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progress.  The  government  had  adopted  efficient  and,  it  was  supposed, 
successful  measures  to  suppress  brigandage.  In  his  address  to  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  in  October  last,  the 
King  congratulated  the  country  that  the  evil  had  been  nearly  extirpated, 
and  that,  with  the  measures  adopted,  it  coqld  not  much  longer  exist  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom.  A  change  of  ministry  soon  occurred,  but 
there  is  no  evidence,  I  believe,  that  a  change  of  policy  followed  in  refer- 
ence to  the  suppression  of  brigandage.  Such  governmental  changes, 
however,  hapi>eniug  so  frequently  as  they  do  in  Greece,  tend  to  unsettle 
things,  and  thus  impair  the  public  security.  This  is  conceded  by  all 
intelligent  people  here  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  including  the 
representative  statesmen  of  all  parties.  This  fact,  in  illustration,  has  now 
appeared :  The  brigands,  who  had  not  been  heard  of  for  some  time, 
recently  resumed  their  raidings.  The  band  of  Spanos,  much  dreaded 
on  account  of  the  dare-devil  cunning  of  its  chief,  appeared  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Amphissa,  near  Parnassus,  some  three  or  four  weeks  ago.  More 
recently  they  were  discovered  in  the  provinces  of  Attica  and  Boeotia,  and 
in  the  district  of  Marathon,  about  thirty  miles  east  of  Athens.  The 
government  sent  a  considerable  military  force  in  pursuit  of  them.  On 
the  14th  instant  they  were  discovered,  by  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  in 
their  place  of  concealment.  It  is  stated  that,  in  their  anxiety  to  win 
honor  and,  possiblj^,  pecuniary  reward  from  the  government,  the  soldiers 
tired  upon  the  brigands  at  a  considerable  distance,  when,  if  the  aftair 
had  been  properly  managed,  the  outlaws  would  probably  have  been 
killed  or  captured.  It  is  rumored  that  the  chief,  Spanos,  with  two  of 
his  band,  was  wounded,  but  of  this  there  is  no  satisfactory  evidence. 
It  is  ^'.ertain  that  the  band  all  got  away.  Since  this  affair,  the  govern- 
ment has  still  further  increased  the  military  force  in  that  section,  and 
every  possible  effort  has  been  made  to  capture  or  destroy  the  brigands. 
But  the  pursuit  has  been  unsuccessful,  and  it  is  feared  that  the  band 
cannot  now  be  overtaken.  They  have  probably  retired  to  their  head- 
quarters, whence  they  came,  near  the  Turkish  frontier.  There  they  feel 
secure,  as,  in  case  of  pursuit,  they  can  readily  cross  the-  border  into 
Turkey. 

The  Greek  government  shows  no  mercy  to  persons  convicted  of  bri- 
gandage. There  have  been  thirteen  executions  by  the  guillotine  dur- 
ing the  present  month — four  at  Misolonghi,  one  at  Patras,  one  at  Zante, 
and  the  remainder  in  other  parts  of  Greece.  Two  other  brigands,  now 
under  sentence  of  death,  are  soon  to  be  executed. 

But  this  criticism  is  made  upon  the  policy  of  the  government  in  deal- 
ing with  this  great  evil :  Punishment  is  not  summarily  inflicted,  and  it 
is  assumed  that  delay  in  its  infliction  tends  to  impair  its  restraining  in- 
fluence. For  example,  the  fact  may  be  stated  that  the  brigands  recently 
executed  were  captured  many  months  ago ;  they  had  remained  in  prison 
awaiting  the  slow  process  of  the  civil  law,  and  their  trial,  convic- 
tion, and  execution,  after  so  long  a  time  had  elapsed  since  their  arrest, 
failed  to  create  the  strong  impression  that  would  have  followed  their 
trial  by  court-martial  and  prompt  execution  near  or  at  their  homes 
and  where  their  families  and  friends  reside.  In  other  words,  it  is  con- 
tended that  these  outlaws  should  be  treated  as  persons  in  armed  rebel- 
lion against  the  government,  as  traitors,  making  war  against  the  state, 
and  when  captured  they  should  be  subjected  to  the  severest  and  sum- 
mary rigors  of  military  law.  Instead  of  that,  they  are  accorded  all  the 
privileges  of  ordinary  criminals,  have  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury  before 
the  civil  courts,  and  in  case  of  the  disappearance  of  witnesses,  or  a 
technical  break  in  the  testimony  from  any  cause,  they  may  escape  pun- 
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ishment  altogether.  While  admitting  the  force  of  this  reasoning,  those 
in  authority  say  that  public  opinion  in  Greece  will  not  admit  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  military  law  as  suggested,  even  in  dealing  with  brigand- 
age 5  that  the  people  here  are  extremely  jealous  of  the  military  power, 
and  would  oppose  any  attempt  to  place  even  the  lives  of  captured  bri- 
gands at  its  disposal,  fearing  that  if  so  much  authority  were  conceded  it, 
more  would  be  demanded,  and  popular  liberty  might  soon  be  stricken 
down  through  military  usurpation.  But  in  reply  to  this  it  may  be  said 
that  brigands  are  traitors  of  the  most  dangerous  character.  The  sol- 
diers are  even  offered  a  considerable  reward  for  shooting  them  on  sight. 
If  it  is  allowed  so  much,  why  may  not  the  organized  military  authority, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  moral  effect,  be  permitted  to  try  the  captured 
brigands,  and,  on  conviction,  promptly  "shoot  them  on  the  spot  f^ 

It  should  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  I  am  assured  by  the  minis- 
ter of  war  that  there  is  far  less  of  brigandage  in  Greece  now  than  there 
was  one  year,  or  even  six  months  ago  5  that  the  last  member  of  Kre- 
kela's  dangerous  band  has  just  been  captured  near  Amphissa ;  that  no 
more  than  three  bands  are  known  to  have  an  existence  in  Greece,  and 
their  extirpation  is  only  a  question  of  time;  that  as  brigands  discx)ver, 
as  they  have  learned  in  their  latest  venture,  the  great  peril  of  attempt- 
ing raids  from  the  Turkish  border  into  the  interior,  and  that  their  crim- 
inal enterprise  fails  to  secure  them  adequate  reward,  they  will  abandon 
their  vocation,  as  most  of  this  class  have  already  done.  Still,  this  fact 
cannot  be  denied :  security  is  not  felt  for  free  travel,  even  at  a  distance 
no  farther  than  ^n  to  fifteen  miles  from  Athens,  especially  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Marathon.  The  government  will  only  assume  responsibility  for 
the  safety  of  the  tourist  or  traveler  after  he  applies  to  the  proper  author- 
ity, and  is  furnished  a  military  escort.  There  is  this  sense  of  insecurity 
realized  in  consequence  of  the  late  re-appearance  of  the  dangerous 
Spanos  and  his  band  in  the  provinces  of  Attica  and  Boeotia,  though  they 
are  probably  not  now  within  seventy-five  or  a  hundred  miles  of  here. 
At  the  worst,  it  is  said  by  intelligent  Greeks,  officials  and  others,  that 
there  is  less  brigandage  in  this  kingdom  than  in  Italy  and  Turkey, 
though  the  sparse  population  of  many  districts  and  the  peculiar  topog- 
raphy of  the  country  greatly  favor  them,  and  put  the  government  to 
proportional  disadvantage  in  pursuing  the  outlaws ;  that  the  evil  of  the 
Ku-Klux  in  sections  of  the  United  States  has  been  far  greater  in  the 
excesses  perpetrated,  i»  the  destruction  of  property  and  the  loss  of  life, 
than  all  the  crimes  of  the  brigands  in  Greece,  and  that  the  disorders  in 
France  and  not  infrequent  outbreaks  of  organized  crime  in  Great 
Britain  have  also  been  far  greater.  There  may  be  truth  in  this  state- 
ment, and  yet  it  does  not  absolve  the  Greek  government  from  its  para- 
mount duty  to  assure  security  against  any  well-grounded  apprehension 
of  damage  from  biigandage,  at  least  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  its 
capital.  This  fact,  I  believe,  is  fully  realized,  and  there  is  an  honest 
determination  to  enforce  th^  most  efficient  measures  possible  for  the 
public  safety. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 
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No.  188. 

Mr,  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens^  January  13, 1872.    (Eeceived  February  12.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  correspondence 
between  the  late  minister  of  public  instruction  and  myself  relative  to 
the  educational  system  of  Greece. 

The  facts  presented  in  the  accompanying  ofl&cial  table  for  1871,  which 
has  been  carefully  translated  under  my  direction  from  the  original,  are 
interesting,  as  showing  the  condition  of  the  public  university  and  schools 
of  Greece.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate  attendance  of  pupils  at 
these  several  public  institutions  named  numbers  73,219,  which  equals 
1  to  about  19|  of  the  population  of  1,437,026.  This  is  a  creditable 
showing  as  compared  to  the  educational  condition  of  most  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe. 

But  besides  the  public  schools  there  are  private  educational  institu- 
tions in  the  different  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  as  follows : 

Private  primary  scboolB  for  boys •-...     43        2,958 

Private  primary  schools  for  girls 67        2,017 

Total  attendance 4,975 

Private  higb  schools  for  boys 11  564 

Private  high  schools  for  girls - 13        1,025 

Total  attendance 1,589 

In  addition  to  these  there  are  the  following : 

PupilB. 

Naval  schools 83 

Polytechnic  school 300 

Ecclesiastical  schools 115 

Roman  Catholic  schools  for  girls 240 

Evangelical  schools  for  boys  and  girls 676 

Total  attendance 1,414 

These  facts  have  been  obtained  from  careful  inquiry,  and  may  be  re- 
lied upon  as  substantially  correct. 
To  recapitulate : 

Attendance  at  university  and  public  schools 73,219 

Attendance  at  other  schools  named 7,978 

Total  school  attendance  in  Greece 81,197 


This  is  a  percentage  of  1  to  17§  of  the  population  of  the  kingdom. 

But  an  analysis  of  the  statistics  shows  that  of  this  number  (81,197) 
attending  the  schools,  65,111  are  males  and  16,086  are  females.  It  is 
evident  that  female  education  is  badly  neglected  in  Greece.  The  crit- 
icism may  also  be  made  that  the  governmental  policy  begins  at  the 
wrong  end  in  its  support  of  educational  interests.  The  largest  support 
is  given  to  the  university,  which  is  free  to  all  pupils.  It  educates 
students  chiefly  for  the  professions.  Of  the  1,244  now  in  attendance,  it 
will  be  seen  that  622  are  named  as  law  students,  and  423  as  students  of 
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medicine.  The  result  of  this  system  of  education  is  the  overcrowding 
of  the  professions.  The  university  turas  out  lawyers  and  doctors  in 
sufi&cient  numbers  for  a  country  of  more  than  ten  times  the  population 
of  this  kingdom.  Their  field  for  employment  is,  for  the  most  part,  con- 
fined to  Greece  and  that  portion  of  Turkey  where  the  Greek  language  is 
spoken.  Many  of  them,  unable  to  obtain  employ n^ent  in  their  profes- 
sions, grow  up  in  idleness,  too  proud  to  engage  in  productive  pursuits, 
and  struggling  for  subsistence  by  other  means  than  manual  labor. 
Numbers  take  up  politics  and  endeavor  to  obtain  employment  in  the 
public  service.  These  embrace  a  large  portion  of  the  office-seeking  class, 
and  constitute  an  element  of  mischief  in  political  agitation  by  clamor- 
ing for  frequent  ministerial  changes,  in  the  hope  of  securing  subordinate 
official  positions. 

Better  that  the  government  should  pay  more  attention  to  the  com- 
mon schools,  so  as  to  render  them  more  efficient.  Little  else  than  read- 
ing and  wilting  is  now  taught  in  these  primary  schools.  For  further 
advancement  the  pupil  must  enter  the  intermediate  school,  (marked  iu 
the  table  as  "  Greek  schools.")  The  facilities  here  are  limited^  as  are 
also  those  of  the  gymnasia,  the  higher  schools  that  prepare  the  student 
for  the  university.  The  entire  attendance  at  both  the  intermediate 
schools  and  gymnasia  in  1871  was  7,997. 

Better  that  agricultural  science  should  be  popularized  by  govern- 
mental encouragement.  The  agricultural  school  at  Firynthus,  in  Argos, 
the  only  one  that  has  existed  in  Greece,  has  been  suffered  to  languish 
and  is  now  closed.  The  polytechnic  school  at  Athens  is  supported  by 
the  government,  and  has  300  students.  The  following  branches  are 
taught  in  this  institution,  namely :  Painting,  sculpture,  wood-engraving, 
casting  in  plaster,  architectural  and  mechanical  arts.  The  latter  branch 
is  the  only  one  involving  manual  labor  of  a  practical  character  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  material  interests  of  the  country.  Better  that  the 
university  itself  should  become  an  agency  to  impart  intelligence  to 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  industry  than  add  to  the  e^^isting  num- 
ber of  professional  idlers. 

The  American  mission  schools  in  Athens  are  doing  an  excellent  work. 
They  are,  first :  Those  founded  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  H.  Hill,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States.  The 
first  school  was  established  by  them  in  July,  1831.  These  schools  have 
been  instrumental  in  giving  an  impetus  to  education,  particularly  as 
regards  females,  throughout  Greece.  During  the  forty  years  in  which 
Eev.  Dr.  Hill  and  his  accomplished  wife  have  faithfully  labored  in  this 
field  of  enterprise  here,  thousands  have  been  educated  in  their  schools. 
The  pupils  have  been  gathered  from  every  rank  the  community.  Many 
Greek  ladies  have  been  taught  the  English  language  in  these  schools, 
which  are  now  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Muir,  Mrs.  Hill  still  acting  as 
directress.  Number  of  pupils  at  this  time,  442 ;  of  whom  105  are  boys 
and  337  girls.  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sakellarios  have  a  school  in  Athens, 
established  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Baptist  Missionary 
Union,  with  an  attendance  of  130  pupils — 80  boys  and  50  girls.  This 
school  was  established  only  some  three  years  since,  and  under  its  intel- 
ligent and  efficient  management  is  doing  a  good  work.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  Mr.  Kalopothakes'  school,  established  about  the  same  time 
under  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  having  an  attendance 
of  54  pupils,  29  boys  and  25  girls.  The  Greek  mind  is  naturally  bright 
and  active.  Education  is  rapidly  acquired.  There  is  ground  tor  hope 
that  this  people  may  make  steady  progress  both  in  material  and  moral 
interests  in  the  fact  that  the  educational  system  of  Greece  has  advanced 
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80  far  and  accomplished  so  much  from  its  beginning,  some  forty  years 
ago. 

1  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


[Inclosare  1  In  No.  27.  J 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Philonos, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

'  Athens,  Notwmher  22,  1871. 
Sir:  Id  availing  myself  of  your  kind  consent  to  furnish  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  with  statistics  respecting  the  educational  system  of  Greece,  I  heg  to  suhmit  the 
following  inquiries : 

1.  Are  the  primary  schools  of  Greece  entirely  free  f  How  large  a  proportion  of  the 
entire  population  are  now  receiving  instruction  in  the  primary  schools  and  higher  in- 
stitutions?   How  large  a  proportion  of  the  population  are  able  to  read  and  write? 

2.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  toward  a  compulsory  system  of  education  ? 

3.  What  is  the  cnaracter  of  the  grammar-schools,  or  gymnasia,  where  young  men  are 
prepared  for  the  university  ? 

4.  How  many  departments  of  instruction  has  the  university  ?  What  is  the  average 
attendance  in  each  department  ? 

5.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  normal  schools? 

6.  How  many  agricultural  schools  are  sustained,  and  what  is  the  average  number 
of  students  in  attendance  ? 

7.  What  facilities  for  higher  education  are  provided  for  yoang  ladies  ? 

Thanking  you  for  the  courtesy  that  invites  me  to  make  these  inquiries,  accept,  Mr. 
Minister,  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


(IncloBare  3  in  No.  37.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Philonos  to  Mr.  Francis. 

Kingdom  of  Greece, 
The  Ministry  of  Ecclesiastic  Affairs 

AND  Public  Instruction, 
AthenSj  November  22,  1871.  (December  4,  1871.) 
Mr.  Minister  :  In  reply  to  the  list  of  inquiries  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  pro- 
pose to  me,  I  cheerfully  make  haste  to  send  you  the  inclosed  tables,  in  which  will  appear 
the  number  of  common  schools  and  Greek  schools,  the  number  of  pupils  attending 
them,  and  the  number  of  teachers,  as  well  as  the  number  of  professors  and  students  in 
the  national  university. 

1.  The  common  schools,  for  boys  and  girls,  are  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  com- 
mune, the  government  also  rendering  aid  where  it  is  needed.  The  children  of  the  rich, 
or  the  moderately  well-oflF,  if  they  attend  these  common  schools,  pay  for  tuition  from 
t«n  to  fifty  leptas  a  month.  The  poor  pay  nothing  at  all.  The  teacher  receives  the 
tuition-fees  and  a  stilary  besides.  In  regard  to  the  proportion  of  those  knowing  how 
to  read  and  write, as  compared  with  those  not  knowing,  we  have  not  yet  received  such 
full  information  tbat  we  could  speak  with  certainty. 

2.  Parents  are  required  by  law  to  send  their  children  of  the  ages  of  seven  to  twelve 
years  to  the  common  school ;  but  this  law  has  not,  thus  far,  been  thoroughly  enforced. 

3.  In  the  gymnasia  are  taught  the  preparatory  studies  for  the  entrance  into  the  uni- 
versity, such  as  the  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  mathematics,  history  of  ele- 
mentary philology,  with  geography,  &c.  In  the  Greek  schools  the  studies  are  prepara- 
tory to  entering  the  gymnasia.  Attendance  in  the  Greek  schools  and  gymnasia  is 
without  charge,  inasmuch  as  our  higjjier  e<lucation  is  sustained  at  the  expense  of  the 
government. 

4.  The  university  has  four  schools,  those  of  theology,  law,  medicine,  philosophy,  and 
the  school  of  pharmacy.  The  school  of  philosophy  has  two  departments,  mathematics 
and  philology. 

5.  We  have  no  normal  schools.  There  was  one,  and  it  was  given  up  that  it  might  be 
reorganized  on  a  better  basis.  Since  that  time  those  who  propose  to  be  teachers  receive 
their  training  in  the  public  schools  and  gymnasia  by  a  system  of  mutual  instruction,> 
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6.  There  is  only  one  agricultural  school,  at  Tiryuth,  in  Argolis.  This  is  conducted  at 
the  discretion  of  ministry  of  the  interior. 

Accept,  minister,  the  acknowledgment  and  assurance,  of  my  distinguished  consider- 
ation and  esteem. 

PHILO  PHILONOS. 


Table  of  the  higherj  middlef  and  primary  education, 

HIGHEB  EDUCATION— NATIONAL  UKIVBBSITT. 


Schools. 

Professors.. 

Students. 

Regular. 

Extraordinary. 

Honorary. 

Natives. 

Foreigners.;      Total. 

1 

Theology 

2 
8 
14 
16 

4 

20 

556 

299 

75 

45 

6 
66 
124 
45 

8 

26 

Law 

1 

622 

Medicine 

3 
4 

423 

Philosophy 

120 

Pharmacy 

53 

40 

11 

1 

995 

249 

1,244 

MIDDLE  EDUCATION. 


Provinces. 

i 
S 

m 

s 

cij 

,a 

1 

Greek  schools. 
Teachers. 

1.  Attica  and  Boeotia 

5 
5 

27 
34 

20 
32 
38 
29 
32 
33 
29 
28 
10 
16 
23 

136,801 

108,  421 

82,541 

121, 693 

123,299 

149.  561 

127,820 

131,  740 

130,417 

105,  851 

44,557 

77,382 

96,940 

3 
J 

23 
5 
5 

7 
6 
7 
6 
6 
s 

819 
67 
92 
71 
132 
163 
161 
86 
7fi 

9        ^ 

1  Oil 

2.  Phthiotisand  Phocis 

8 
7 
11 
17 
9 

10 
14 
11 
10 
1 
3 
5 

15 

15 

18 

35 

19 

22 

26 

19 

14 

3 

8 

9 

342 

3.  Euboea 

4.  Akamia  and  Aetolia 

366 
346 

5.  C yclades 

756 

6.  Achaiaand  Elis 

660 

7.  Argolis  and  Corinthia 

642 

8.  Arcadia 

600 

9.  Messenia 

483 

10.  Laconia 

1  !       fi          i-i 

331 

11.  Zant© 

5 
5 

7 

67 
58 
95 

114 

12.  Cophalonia 

183 

13.  Corfu 

221 

59 

351 

1,  437, 026 

15  1      93 

1,942 

115 

233 

6,055 

Remarks.— Out  of  the  1,942  students  in  the  gymnasia,  238  are  from  foreign  parts ;  and  out  of  the 
6,055  in  the  Greek  schools,  106  are  likewise  from  foreign  parts. 
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Provinces. 


1.  Attica  and  Bcsotia 

2.  Phthiotis  and  Phocis  . . 

3.  Euboea 

4.  Akarnia  and  Aetolia  . . 

5.  Cycladcs 

6.  Achaia  and  Elis 

7.  Argolis  and  Corinthia. 

8.  Arcadia 

9.  Messenia 

10.  Laconia 

11.  Zante 

12.  Cephalonia^ 

13.  Corfu 


Number  of 
public  schools. 


Male.    Female. 


94 
87 
48 
71 
80 

111 
87 

116 
73 
66 
32 
50 
64 


65 


Number  of 
pupils. 


Boys.      Girls. 


5,413 
3,830 
3,063 
3. 402 
5,721 
5,544 
5,281 
7,588 
4,284 
3,285 
758 

2,o:j5 

2,634 


Athens,  November  22,  1871.    December  4,  1871. 


980  213  I  52,943 

4 


..Hgitized  by  ^ 


OQgIc 


3,835 
723 
799 
467 

1,996 
742 

1,231 
721 
617 
173 
75 
314 
332 

11,  035 
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No.  189. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  33.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  February  3,  1872.    (Keceived  March  1.) 

SiK :  Brigands  are  still  hovering  on  the  route  between  this  city  and 
Marathon.  Yesterday  a  party  of  Americans,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Barksdull  and  Potter,  of  No.  21  Front  street,  New  York,  and  my  son, 
Charles  S.  Francis,  made  an  excursion  to  Marathon.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  a  cavalry  escort  furnished  by  the  government,  which  assured 
them  that  they  would  have  perfect  protection.  Small  squails  of  infantry 
were  placed  at  several  points  where  an  ambuscade  by  the  brigands  would 
be  possible  but  for  this  precaution.  On  their  return,  and  when  within 
fifteen  miles  of  Athens,  a  dispatch  was  received  by  the  commander  of  the 
escort  from  the  war  oflice,  urging  the  party  to  hurry  their  return  so  as  to 
reach  Athens  before  dark,  as  positive  information  had  been  obtained 
that  Spanos's  band  of  brigands  were  skulking  about  the  mountains  on 
the  route.  Very  soon  an  alarm  was  given  by  some  infantrymen  in  ad- 
vance. The  cavalry  with  the  party  dashed  forward  with  great  rapidity, 
an^  captured  a  man  said  to  be  a  brigand.  He  was  on  horseback,  but 
could  not  escape,  as  cavalry  were  within  easy  firing  distance  of  him  be- 
fore he  was  aware  of  their  pursuit.  He  halted  at  their  command,  was 
disarmed,  and  searched.  There  were  found  in  his  possession  a  forged 
pass,  some  money,  and  a  quantity  of  ointment  used  for  dressing  gun- 
shot wounds.    The  man  was  conveyed  to  Athens,  and  lodged  in  jail. 

The  minister  of  war  informs  me  that  the  government  is  doing  all 
that  is  possible  to  hunt  down  and  capture  the  brigand  band  now  skulk- 
ing among  the  mountains  on  the  Marathon  route. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FKANCIS. 


No.  190. 
Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  37.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  March  2, 1872.    (Eeceived  March  28.) 

Sir  :  The  venerable  archbishop  of  Athens,  Theophilus,  who  is  per- 
petual president  of  the  holy  synod  of  the  Greek  church  here,  is  a  man 
of  marked  character  and  large  influence  and  power.  He  is  now  seventy 
years  old. 

Archbishop  Theophilus  was  archdeacon  fifty  years  ago  under  Ger- 
manus,  archbishop  of  Patras,  the  same  who  blessed  the  first  flag  and 
the  leaders  of  the  revolution  on  the  25th  of  March,  1821.  This  day  has 
ever  since  been  celebrated  as  the  anniversary  of  the  national  independ- 
ence of  Greece.  Archbishop  Theophilus  distinguished  himself  for 
heroism  in  several  sanguinary  battles  of  the  revolution,  in  one  of  which 
he  was  severely  wounded,  and  he  has  never  fully  recovered  from  the 
hurt.  On  the  occasion  of  my  call  upon  him  recently,  he  received  me 
with  enthusiastic  cordiality.  He  said  the  United  States  was  the  best 
friend  poor  Greece  ever  had.  The  generpus  contributions  of  the 
American  people  during  the  revolution,  he  remarked,  saved  multitudes 
of  men,  women,  and  children  from  starvation,  and,  said  he,  the  tears 
streaming  down  his  cheeks,  ^'the  Almighty  Father  knows  how  our> 
hearts  were  then  filled  with  gratitude  for  your  great  American  people, 
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and  how,  ever  since,  we  have  invoked  His  blessings  upon  them — pray- 
ers that  have  been  answered  in  the  wonderful  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  model  republic  of  the  world."  Then,  in  response  to  my  remark  that 
we  in  America  were  now,  as  of  old,  the  sincere  well-wishers  of  Greece, 
he  said,  "Yes,  we  know  that  to  be  true.  Other  nations,''  he  continued, 
"  that  pretend  to  protect  Greece,  and  profess  to  do  so  in  the  interest  of 
Christian  civilization  against  the  ideas  of  tyrannical  Turkey,  do  not 
show  themselves  to  be  such  good  friends  of  ours.  They  flaunt  the  Cross 
from  their  foreheads,  but  clierish  the  crescent  in  their  hearts.^^ 

I  am  informed  that  this  venerable  archbishop,  in  his  discourses  to  his 
peoi)le,  very  often  refers  to  the  United  States  and  its  Government  as 
presenting  an  example  of  political  excellence  and  religious  justice  that 
should  be  held  up  as  a  model,  not  for  Greeks  only,  but  for  the  whole 
world.  It  is  such  sentiments,  so  deeply  cherished  and  constantly  dis- 
seminated by  the  old  stock  of  the  revolution  in  Greece,  and  of  which 
the  Archbishop  Theophilus  is  an  illustrious  type,  that  keep  alive  the 
love  of  this  people  for  our  free  institutions — for  America  and  Ameri- 
cans. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FEANCia 


No.  191. 
Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  March  2,  1872.    (Received  March  28.) 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  and  translations  of 
correspondence  between  the  Greek  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  myself 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariflf-duty  imposed  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment upon  dried  currants,  the  chief  article  produced  by  Greece  for  ex- 
portation. 

I  have  little  to  add  to  the  facts  elicited  by  this  correspondence.  It 
will  be  seen  that,  in  1869,  with  our  tariff  of  5  cents  per  pound  upon  dried 
currants,  the  exportation  from  Greece  to  the  United  States  was  only 
2,438,000  pounds.  Under  the  reduced  duty  of  2J  cents  per  pound,  the 
exportation  was  increa<»ed  in  1870  to  7,159,500  pounds,  and  in  1871  to 
10,709,400  pounds. 

It  is  believed  that  a  further  reduction  of  the  duty  to  one  cent  and  a 
half  per  pound  will  have  the  effect  to  increase  importations,  so  that  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  will  be  augmented  rather  than  diminished, 
at  the  same  time  an  encouragement  will  thus  be  afforded  to  commercial 
enterprise  between  Greece  and  the  United  States  advantageous  to  both 
countries.  Thus  American  petroleum,  largely  consumed  here,  and  now 
brought  from  Germany,  Constantinople,  and  Smyrna,  may  be  imported 
direct  from  the  United  States  at  a  lower  price,  so  increasing  the  con- 
sumption. Agricultural  implements,  machinery,  &c.,  may  also  be 
shipped  directly  from  America  to  Greece  by  ships  that  take  out  Greek 
products  for  our  markets. 

I  do  not  hesitate,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  this  subject,  to  ex- 
press it  as  my  deliberate  judgment  that  beneficial  results  to  the  United 
States  as  well  as  to  Greece  will  be  realized  by  a  reduction  of  the  tariff 
upon  dried  currants  to  one  cent  and  a  half  per  pound. 
I  am,  &c., 

JO^IecM/(?BANCiS. 
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[laclosare  1  in  No.  38.— Translation.] 

Mr,  Zaimis  to  Mr,  Francis. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Athens  J  December  10,  1871.    (December  22.) 

Mr. Minister:  A  qnestion  of  great  importance  to  Greece  is  the  development  of  the 
commerce  of  dried  cnrrants.  * 

A  part  of  this  product  is  exported  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  for  some 
time  past  has  been  an  object  of  commerce  quite  active  between  the  two  countries. 

Although  limited  for  the  time  being,  this  commerce  is  susceptible  of  a  much  larger 
development  in  the  future.  What  appears  to  hinder  this  development  is  the  duty  on 
importations  with  which  it  is  now  burdened  in  the  ports  of  the  Union. 

The  American  Government,  moved  by  a  sentiment  of  good  feeling  toward  Greece, 
reduced  this  duty  in  1870 :  but  this  reduction  appears  to  be  insufficient  to  encourage 
commercial  enterprise,  and  to  facilitate  the  shipments  of  this  product  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  undoubted  interest  of  both  countries. 

We  know  that  previous  to  the  imposition  of  the  high  duty  on  importation  which 
took  place  during  the  civil  war,  cargoes  of  dried  currants  were  shipped  directly  from 
Greece  to  America.  These  shipments  ceased  after  the  vigorous  application  of  the  new 
tariff,  and  the  export  of  dried  currants  to  the  United  States  was  almost  annihilated. 
In  fact,  we  have  known  cargoes  of  dried  currants  to  be  shipped  for  England  which 
English  enterprise  had  tried  in  vain  to  introduce  into  the  United  States. 

But,  with  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  importation,  direct  shipments  from  Greeee 
were  resumed.  It  follows  that  to-day  the  American  Treasury  derives  more  profit  from 
the  importation  of  this  article  than  under  the  former  prohibitive  tariff,  and  that  a  new 
reduction  of  the  duty  will  bring  about  an  immediate  increase  rather  than  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  receipts  of  the  custom-hoose. 

Looking  at  the  question  from  another  stand-point,  one  can  easily  satisfy  himself  that 
»  further  reduction,  while  bringing  relief  to  the  cultivators  of  currants,  will  not  fail  to 
promote  the  interests  of  industry  and  commerce  in  the  United  States. 

Greece,  Mr.  Minister,  being  eminently  an  agricultural  country,  supplies  herself  from 
abroad  with  most  of  the  manufactured  articles  necessary  for  her  consumption. 

If  a  new  reduction  of  the  duty  on  dried  currants  is  made,  direct  shipments  from 
Greece  to  the  United  States  will  be  multiplied,  and  consequently  the  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  two  countries  will  be  greatly  promoted.  The  necessary  result  will  be  a 
nmtual  interebange  of  products ;  for  Greece  will  supply  herself  with  a  large  number 
of  articles  which  are  purchased  to-day  in  the  markets  of  France,  England,  Germany, 
and  other  countries. 

It  is,  therefore,  for  the  advantage  of  the  American  Government  to  take  into  consider- 
ation a  proposition  that  promises  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  commerce  and  give  more  free- 
dom to  its  enterprises.  It  is  therefore  with  confidence,  Mr.  Minister,  that  I  ask  you  to 
intercede  with  your  Government  that  ic  may  be  pleased  to  propose  to  Congress,  and, 
if  possible  during  the  present  session,  a  new'  reduction  of  the  duty  in  question  that 
shall  be  more  equitable,  and  more  in  keeping  with  the  needs  of  commerce.  The  hearty 
friendship  for  Greece,  of  which  the  United  States  has  given  unequivocal  proofs,  en- 
courages me  to  hope  that  the  wishes  now  expressed  will  be  favorably  received. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

PH.  A.  ZAiMIS, 


[Inclosure  2  In  No.  38.1 

Afr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Zatmia. 

Legation  of  the  Unfted  States, 

Athens^  December  26,  1872. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch  of  the  date  of  Decenr- 
ber  10-22nd  instant. 

You  refer  to  the  tariff  now  imposed  upon  dried  cnrrants  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, and  argue  that  a  still  further  reduction  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  that  article 
will  have  the  effect  to  augment  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Greece, 
and  redonnd  to  the  nmtual  advantage  of  both  countries.  I  shall  make  haste  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  your  communication  to  my  Government,  from  which  it  will,  no  doubt^ 
receive  the  consideration  Mb  importance  demands. 

But,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  present  the  matter  as  fully  as  I  desire,  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  furnished  me  certain  official  information  here,  namely : 

1.  The  aggregate  in  pounds  of  the  shipments  of  Zante  currants  to  the  United  State^ 
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from  Greek  ports  the  year  previous  to  the  redactioQ  of  the  duty  in  1870  from  5  cents  to 
2i  cents  per  pound. 

2.  The  aggre^te  of  the  shipments  of  Zante  currants  to  the  United  States  from  Greek 
ports  during  the  past  yeat,  or  up  to  the  latest  official  returns. 

3.  The  average  price  of  Zante  currants  at  the  ports  of  their  shipments  in  Greece. 

4.  The  duties  imposed  by  the  Greek  government  upon  Amencan  petroleum,  upon 
labor-saving  agricultural  implements,  machinery,  fire-arms,  cotton  manufactures,  but- 

'  ter,  cheese,  and  bacon. 

I  make  the  inquiry  in  respect  to  the  custom-duties  imposed  by  the  Greek  govern- 
ment upon  the  articles  named,  with  a  view  of  learning  the  possible  opportunity  for 
return  exportations  from  the  United  States,  in  consideration  of  increasea  importations 
of  currants  from  Greece. 
Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


[lodosure  3  in  No.  38.— Translation.] 

Mr,  Bulgaris  to  Mr.  Francis, 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Athens,  February  18, 1872. 

Mr.  Minister  ;  By  your  letter,  dateil  26th  December,  1871,  to  my  predecessor,  you  have 
expressed  the  desire  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  quantity  of  Corinthian  currants 
forwarded  from  Greece  to  the  United  States  during  the  year  1870,  and  in  respect  to  the 
Greek  importation  duties  upon  petroleum  and  other  products  of  American  industry. 

Mr.  Zaimis  hastened  to  ask  for  this  information  from  the  department  of  finance,  and 
my  colleague  in  that  department  has  sent  me  in  response  the  dispatch  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith. 

You  will  observe,  Mr.  Minister,  that  the  importation  of  Corinthian  currants  to  the 
United  States  was  greatly  increased  from  the  year  1809  to  1871,  inclusive.  The  increase 
promises  to  continue,  according  as  import  duties  in  the  United  States  are  diminished. 

From  the  dispatch  above  mentioned,  you  will  perceive  that  other  products  of 
Greece  have  also  been  sent  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  then,  justified  in  the  belief  that  if  the  American  Government,  in  its  solicitude 
for  the  well-being  of  Greece  and  in  the  interest  of  commerce,  should  still  further  reduce 
the  import  duties  upon  the  Corinth  currants,  which  duties  are  still  very  high,  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  will  bo  largely  augmented,  and  the 
two  people,  already  so  intimately  related  by  sentiments  of  mutual  sympathy,  would 
realize  the  large  benefits  resulting  from  the  increase  of  commercial  enterprise. 

Thus  it  only  remains  for  me  to  reiterate  the  request  that  you  will  intercede  with 
your  Government,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  reduction  of  the  import  duties  in  question. 

Be  so  kind  as  to  accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

D.  G.  BULGARIS. 


(Inclosare  4  in  No.  38.] 
Afinister  of  finance  to  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 

Athens,  Fehruary  9—21, 1872. 

Mr.  Minister  :  In  restoring  to  you  under  this  envelope  your  note  of  the  date  of 
December  28, 1871,  upon  the  communication  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  we  have  the  honor  to  report  these  facts,  which  have  been  derived  from  the 
most  exact  information : 

There  has  been  exported  from  Greek  ports  to  the  United  States  the  following  quan- 
tity of  Corinth  currants : 

In  1869 2,438,000  pounds. 

Iul870 7,159,500  pounds. 

In  1871 -  10,709,400  pounds. 

The  average  cost  of  the  currants  ready  to  be  shipped  in  the  ports  of  the  Peloponne 
sus  was — 

*For  1869 209  drachmas, 

For  1870 244  drachmas, 

For  1871 199  drachmas. 

For  each  thousand  pounds. 

*Iu  the  figures  of  curreucv  calculate  one  drachma  as  17.275  cents.  One  hundred 
leptas  make  a  drachma ;  six  leptas  one  cent.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOQlt 
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The  average  cost  of  the  currants  from  the  Ionian  Islands  was  as  follows  : 

For  1869 138  drachmas, 

For  1870 186  drachmas, 

For  1871 150  drachmas, 

To  each  thousand  pounds. 

The  following  duties  are  imposed  by  the  Greek  government  upon  the  articles  named  : 

Petroleum  oil  at  the  rate  of  20  leptas  per  oke,  (equal  to  about  3  pounds.) 

Butter  at  the  rate  of  30  leptas  per  oke. 

Cheese  at  the  rate  of  40  leptas  per  oke. 

Lead  at  the  rate  of  15  leptas  per  oke. 

For  fire-arms,  see  printed  tariff,  inclosed. 

For  cotton  and  cotton  manufactures,  agricultural  implements,  machinery,  &c.,  also 
seefumished  tariff  enclosed  on  agricultural  implements  and  machines,  and  complicated 
machinery  for  manufacturing  generally,  no  import  duties  are  exacted. 

In  1871  there  was  sent  to  America  157,410  okes  of  raw  wool,  of  the  value  of  284,089 
drachmas. 

If  you  desire  further  information,  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  us,  that  it  may  be  promptly 
furnished  the  minister. 

PAPAMICHALOPONIO. 


No.  192. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  42.       Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athensj  March  23, 1872.    (Received  April  19.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches 
numbered  15  and  16. 

The  returns  of  the  recent  elections  in  Greece  have  not  been  received 
from  some  of  the  more  remote  districts  in  the  provinces,  but  sufficient 
is  known  to  determine  the  general  result.  The  present  ministry  is  sus- 
tained by  a  decisive  majority.  It  is  claimed  that  of  the  one  hundred  and 
eighty  deputies  elected,  Mr.  Bulgaris,  the  prime  minister,  has  some 
eighty  supporters,  and  Mr.  Oommondouros  forty  to  fifty.  The  latter 
has  three  of  his  friends  in  the  cabinet,  which  fact  is  considered  a 
guarantee  that  he  will  continue  his  support  of  the  ministry.  The  oppo- 
sition leaders,  Deliorges  and  Zaimis,  are  sure  of  no  more  than  forty  to 
fifty  votes,  the  latter  (late  prime  minister)  having  the  least. 

The  irregularities  and  violence  at  the  elections  in  a  number  of  the 
provincial  districts  continue  to  excite  very  earnest  discussion.  It  is 
charged  that  these  excesses  were  perpetrated  for  the  most  part  by  sol- 
diers, in  the  interest  of  the  government  candidates.  The  newspaper 
organs  of  the  ministry  state  positively  that  the  government  gave  the 
most  explicit  orders  to  have  the  law  upheld,  and  to  protect  voters  in  the 
full  exercise  of  their  rights.  They  concede  that  in  a  few  districts  outrages 
occurred,  so  that  the  people  were  practically  disfranchised.  And  they 
say  that  in  all  such  cases  the  violators  of  law,  no  matter  in  whose  inter- 
est they  acted,  must  be  punished,  and  that  the  chamber  of  deputies,  on 
assembling  next  month,  (April  7,)  should  make  it  its  first  duty  to  in- 
vestigate this  matter  thoroughly,  and  order  new  elections  where  fraud 
and  disfranchisement  have  prevailed. 

The  manner  of  conducting  elections  here  is  quite  original.  There  is 
universal  suffrage,  as  with  us.  The  Greeks  do  not  use  printed  tickets, 
but  cast  their  votes  in  the  following  unique  manner:  Each  candidate 
has  a  ballot-box  assigned  to  him.  The  box  is  made  of  tin,  and  resembles 
in  shape  a  stove,  with  apiece  of  horizontal  pipe.  The  voter,  on  approach- 
ing the  box,  receives  a  small  ball  from  the  officer  in  attendance,  and  > 
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reaching  his  hand  into  the  pipe  ao  far  that  his  arm  is  hid  up  to  the  elbow, 
he  drops  the  ball  into  one  of  the  two  holes  which  lead  into  the  two 
compartments  of  the  box  below.  If  he  deposits  the  ball  in  the  right- 
hand  hole,  it  is  a  vote  for  the  candidate;  if  into  the  left,  it  is  a  vote 
against  him.  Thus  every  voter  votes  yes  or  no  for  every  candidate. 
At  the  close  of  the  election,  which  this  year  continued  four  days,  the 
seals  are  broken  and  the  votes  counted  in  the  presence  of  representa- 
tives of  the  candidates.  The  candidate  who  received  the  most  affirma- 
tive votes  is  elected,  provided  also  he  has  more  ayes  than  noes.  But  it 
may  happen  that  all  the  candidates  are  unpopular,  and  receive  more 
negative  votes  than  affirmative,  and  in  this  case  a  new  election  is 
necessary. 

No  one  can  be  a  candidate  who  does  not  deposit  beforehand  with  the 
magistrate  a  nomination  signed  by  at  least  one  hundred  voters.  He 
must  also  pay  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  for  the  expenses  of  box,  balls,  &c. 

There  are  sev^eral  advantages  belonging  to  this  system,  besides  the 
perfect  secrecy  which  it  gives  to  the  voter.  The  friends  of  a  given 
policy  or  measure  can  display  their  strength  by  running  a  candidate 
whom  they  have  no  chance  of  electing,  and  at  the  same  time  not  lose 
the  piivilege  of  discriminating  between  the  real  competitors.  Third- 
party  men  do  not  incur  the  reproach  of  throwing  away  their  votes. 

Again,  nominating  conventions,  with  their  vast,  expensive,  and  too 
often  corrupt  machinery,  may  be  dispensed  with.  All  the  members  of 
a  party  who  wish  to  run  for  a  vacant  office  can  do  so  without  neces- 
sarily hazarding  one  another's  chances  for  success.  The  rank  and  file 
of  the  party  will  vote  for  all  of  their  own  party  candidates,  and  the  one 
who  secures  the  largest  vote  from  outsiders  will,  of  course,  have  the 
largest  total  vote.    His  ''availability''  is  proved  in  the  campaign  itself. 

Again,  not  only  can  the  members  of  a  party  which  is  hopelessly  in 
the  minority  in  a  given  locality  determine  which  candidate  of  the 
majority  shall  be  elected,  but  patriotic  men  of  all  parties,  without  voting 
against  any  of  their  party  friends,  can  also  compliment  a  party  oppo- 
nent whose  public  services  or  moral  worth  ought  to  be  appreciated  by 
the  whole  community. 

This  method  of  voting  was  employed  in  the  Ionian  Islands  while  they 

were  under  English  protection,  and  was  first  introduced  into  Greece 

proper  after  the  expulsion  of  King  Otho.    It  seems  to  be  generally 

acceptable,  except  to  those  who  disapprove  of  secret  voting  altogether. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  193. 

Mr.  Frauds  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  44.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

AthenSj  April  6,  1872.    (Received  April  30.) 
Sir:  The  new  chamber  of  deputies  was  opened  by  the  King  yester- 
day, April  5,  on  which  occasion  he  delivered  from  the  tribune  at  the 
Parliament  House  an  address,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation : 

It  is  with  raucli  happiness  that  I  see  around  me  the  representatives  of  the  people 
whose  prosperity  is  the  oh^ect  of  my  ardent  solicitude. 

Providence  has  voochsated  to  give  me  another  royal  son,  to  whom  ray  august  father, 
the  King  of  Denmark,  has  given  at  the  font  of  baptism  the  name  of  Nicholas. 
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My  relations  with  forei^  powers  are  friendly,  and  I  have  the  firm  hope  that  no 
difficnlties  in  the  future  will  intervene  to  disturb  this  good  harmony. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  announce  to  you  that  the  public  security  has  so  far  im- 
proved that  even  during  the  excitements  of  the  recent  elections  no  serious  troubles 
have  anywhere  occurred  within  the  kingdom.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  security  will 
be  still  further  strengthened  through  the  earnest  concurrence  of  the  people. 

The  suspension  of  legislative  proceedings  postponed  the  vote  of  the  budget,  and  pre- 
vented the  enactment  of  necessary  law  for  the  collection  of  taxes.  Meantime  public 
expenses  have  accrued,  and  in  the  vote  of  the  budget  now  it  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  them.  So  far,  we  have  gone  on  collecting  taxes  upon  the  basis  of  last  year's 
assessment. 

My  ministers  will  present  to  you  the  budget  for  this  and  next  year,  with  the  neces- 
sary bills  for  taxation. 

In  addition  to  these  they  will  present  some  important  bills  for  strengthening  the 
public  faith,  enlarcring  means  of  communication,  and  the  improvement  of  the  public 
service,  upon  which  is  based  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

I  am  confident  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the  chamber  will  apply  them- 
selves with  an  earnest  zeal  to  mature  and  pass  into  laws  measures  having  these  just 
objects  in  view. 

Let  the  love  for  our  dear  country  be  our  constant  guide.  Let  ns,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Most  High,  unite  our  steady  endeavors  lor  the  common  welfare.  And,  in 
this  purpose,  let  us  invoke  the  Divine  assistance  to  give  us  the  will  and  strength  to  do 
our  duty. 

I  declare  this  the  opening  of  the  first  session  of  the  fourth  period  of  the  assembly. 

.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  royal  speech,  cheers  were  given  to  the  King. 
The  first  duty  of  the  chamber  will  be  to  decide  upon  the  election  re- 
turns. This  will  probably  lead  to  an  exciting  debate,  as  it  is  understood 
that  the  opposition  have  determined  to  stoutly  contest  the  election  of 
nearly  one-third  the  returned  members,  who,  it  is  declared,  have  no  just 
right  to  their  seats.  But  probably  the  existing  ministry  will  hold  the 
majority,  at  least  for  the  present,  and  affairs  will  not  be  materially 
changed. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FEANCIS. 


No.  194. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  May  4, 1872.    (Received  May  27.) 

Sm:  Exaggerated  and  false  reports  are  constantly  published  by  the 
European  press  concerning  brigandage  in  Greece.  These  erroneous 
statements  are  not  infrequently  republished  in  American  newspapers. 
They  represent  that  the  kingdom  outside  of  Athens  is  under  brigand 
rule,  and  that  no  traveler  can  with  safety  venture  beyond  the  limits  of 
this  capital.  To  show  the  impression  made  by  these  publications,  I 
may  state  the  fact  that  I  have  received  several  letters  from  American 
tourists  in  Europe,  inquiring  whether  they  could  visit  Athens  and  its 
vicinity  with  safety. 

Now  the  truth  is,  only  a  portion  of  the  mainland  of  Greece  bordering 
upon  the  territory  of  Turkey  has  ever  been  overrun  with  brigands. 
Two-thirds  of  the  kingdom,  including  the  Peloponnesus  and  the  islands, 
are  now  and  always  have  been  free  from  these  outlaws. 

Driven  from  Greek  soil,  they  cross  the  border,  only  to  return  when 
they  can  do  so  with  the  least  danger  to  themselves  and  with  some  hope 
of  reward  for  their  daring.  The  border  is  extended;  it  passes  over 
mountains,  and  through  mountain  defiles,  and  it  is  impossible  to  guard 
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it  at  all  points  by  military  force.  And  so  it  is  that  brigands  get  into 
this  department  of  Greece  in  which  the  capital  is  located. 

The  Greek  authorities  have  some  three  thousand  soldiers  employed  to 
guard  the  frontier  and  afford  protection  against  brigands. 

Some  two  weeks  {igo  a  party  of  brigands,  who  had  recently  crossed 
the  frontier  into  Greece,  were  traced  to  their  place  of  concealment  near 
the  border,  and  the  following  persons  were  captured  and  killed,  as 
reported  to  me  by  the  government : 

1.  Basil  Condqjarais,  a  chief  from  Radovizia,  in  the  province  of  Orta, 
Turkey,  who  took  to  brigandage  in  the  year  1855-'56,  and  became  the 
most  dangerous  chief  in  those  parts.  In  1865  the  Greek  government 
proclaimed  a  reward  of  15,000  drachmas  for  the  capture  and  killing  of 
this  malefactor. 

2.  Demetrus  Colocythis,  from  Orias,  district  of  Ombracia,  who  took  to 
brigandage  in  1867.  In  1870,  a  reward  of  1,500  drachmas  was  offered 
for  his  capture  and  destruction. 

3.  Pat«is  Sartzis,  from  Maricadi,  of  the  province  of  Outa,  Turkey,  who 
became  a  brigand  five  or  six  years  ago.  In  1870,  the  same  reward  was 
offered  for  the  killing  of  this  malefactor. 

At  the  same  time  five  prisoners,  who  had  broken  jail  and  escaped, 
were  recaptured.    They  had  undoubtedly  joined  the  brigands. 

The  government  authorities  inform  me  that  they  are  not  now  aware 
of  the  existence  of  a  single  band  of  brigands  in  this  kingdom.  But 
to  provide  against  possible  danger  from  their  secret  incursion  from 
Turkey  into  Greece,  they  prefer  to  furnish  a  military  escort  for  i>erson8 
who  desire  to  travel  any  considerable  distance  to  the  northward  of  the 
capital.  This  is  done  without  charge.  The  country  is  sparsely  settled, 
and  such  protection  is  always  desirable.  Mr.  Brewer,  United  States 
consul  at  the  Piraeus,  accompanying  two  American  citizens,  is  now 
making  a  trip  to  Thebes,  Delphi,  &c.,  and  he  telegraphed  me  from  the 
former  place  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  brigands  any- 
where on  this  route,  and  that  they  are  everywhere  most  cordially  re- 
ceived by  the  people.    A  military  escort  accompanies  them. 

From  the  best  information  I  am  able  to  obtain,  ofiBcial  and  otherwise, 
I  arrive  at  these  conclusions : 

1.  That  at  present  there  is  no  organized  brigandage  in  Greece. 

2.  That  the  government  is  doing  all  that  it  possibly  can  do  to  prevent 
its  existence  in  the  country. 

3.  That  the  danger  from  brigandage  is  confined  to  the  northern  sec- 
tion of  the  kingdom  bordering  upon  Turkey. 

4.  That  with  a  military  escort,  to  be  had  for  the  asking,  and  without 
charge,  travelers  may  visit  this  northern  section  without  danger. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  195. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  52.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  May  11, 1872.    (Received  June  4.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  numbered  51,  of  the  date  of  May  4, 
on  the  subject  of  brigandage  in  Greece,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith  translations  of  extracts  taken  from  recent  issues  of  Athens 
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newspapers.    The  intelligence  therein  set  forth,  as  I  am  iuformed  from 
other  sources,  is  substantially  correct. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Takos,  chief  of  the  brigands  who  captured 
the  English  party  two  years  ago  on  the  Marathon  road,  some  fifteen 
miles  north  of  Athens,  and  subsequently  murdered  them,  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  the  work  of  brigandage  and  murder  in  Thessaly,  Turkey, 
near  the  border.  No  earnest  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Turkish  authorities  to  capture  this  desperado  and  murderer,  and  the 
result  is  that  he  resumes  his  vocation  on  Turkish  soil. 

The  intelligence  now  communicated  tends  to  confirm  the  assertion 
made  by  Greek  otficials  and  others  here  that  brigandage  in  Greece  comes 
from  Turkey. 

Soon  after  the  murder  of  the  English  party  by  brigands  in  1870,  the 
British  government  requested  Turkey  to  put  forth  efficient  efforts  for 
the  extirpation  of  these  criminals  on  her  borders,  and  especially  for  the 
arrest  of  Takos,  who  had  escaped  into  her  territory  after  perpetrating  the 
butcheries  in  Greece.  But  little  or  nothing  was  done  more  than  idle 
promise  to  effect  the  object  desired. 

So  long  as  Turkey  neglects  or  declines  to  co-operate  with  Greece  in 
the  prosecution  of  proper  measures  for  the  suppression  of  brigandage, 
the  northern  department  of  this  kingdom,  including  Bceotia  and  Attica, 
will  be  menaced  by  the  evil,  which  is  a  great  misfortune  for  the  country. 
But  I  repeat  that,  with  a  proper  escort  always  furnished  by  the  govern- 
ment without  charge,  travel  is  probably  as  safe,  even  in  the  sections 
where  brigands  sometimes  appear,  as  in  any  other  sparsely  settled 
country. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


Ilocloanro  Ko  1.— TraunlatioD.l 

Extract  from  the  Athens  Morning  Herald,  May  4. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Tsepeklea,  of  the  district  of  Phersala^  in  Thessaly,  (Turkey,) 
a  band  of  brigands  has  kiUed  three  Turks.  Another  band  of  fifteen  men,  (probablv  that 
of  Takos,)  at  Seskolo,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Volo,  seized  the  wealthy  shepherds, 
Zogos  and  Theodore  Dogias,  and  killed  the  former,  but  released  the  latter  for  a  ransom 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  Turkish  pounds.  Another  band,  that  of  Takos  and  Velulas, 
has  killed  the  Wallach  shepherd  BikareH,  of  the  village  of  Aguia,  in  Thessaly. 


Extract  from  Ih**  Athene  Future,  May  6. 

Later  adviceH  add  that  there  has  been  a  very  bold  display  of  brigandage  in  Epirus, 
in  the  two  villages,  scar6ely  five  hours  distant  from  Joannina. 

WiU  not  these  doings  rouse  the  Turkish  authorities  to  unite  with  our  own  in  sin- 
cerely and  effectually  hunting  down  this  common  scourge  ? 


Extract  from  the  Athem  Regenerator,  May  6. 

As  it  is  known  that  Takos  Arbanitake  is  actually  in  the  neighborhood  of  Larissa, 
(Thessaly,)  with  a  band  of  60— that  is,  in  the  very  neighborhood  of  the  boundaries — 
oar  government  ought  (and  we  trust  it  has  already  done  so)  to  take  timely  measures 
and  issue  proper  orders  to  those  charged  with  the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  in  ordor 
to  guard  against  a  possible  inroad  of  this  band.  ^  j 
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No.  196. 

Mr,  Francis  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  5:5.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  May  18, 1872.  (Received  June  11.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  may  dispatch,  numbered  52,  of  the  date  of  May 
11, 1  inclose  herewith  translations  of  communications  furnished  me  by 
the  Greek  government  for  my  information,  to  show  that  the  Turkish 
authorities  are  responsible  for  the  existence  of  brigandage  on  the 
border  and  adjacent  provinces,  both  in  Turkey  and  Greece. 

1.  The  communication  from  Colonfel  Plessas,  commander  of  the  Greek 
forces  in  Phthiotis  and  Eurytania,  represents  that  the  measures  of  joint 
co-operation  of  the  Greek  and  Turkish  troops  for  the  pursuit  of  the 
brigands  in  both  countries  utterly  failed  in  consequence  of  obstacles 
interposed  by  the  Turkish  military  forces,  and  that,  on  their  part,  there 
never  was  anything  like  earnest  cooperation  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  aimed  at,  namely,  the  extirpation  of  the  brigands. 

2.  The  dispatch  of  Mr.  Pervelis,  Greek  consul  at  Larissa,  in  Turkey, 
conveying  intelligence  of  a  capture  made  by  the  brigands  on  Turkish 
soil  and  the  exaction  of  ransom  to  secure  release.  Mr.  Pervelis  charges 
the  Turkish  authorities  with  carelessness,  if  not  guilty  indifference, 
in  its  policy  with  respect  to  brigandage. 

I  have  been  informed  by  reputable  citizens  here,  outside  of  official  cir- 
cles, that  Colonel  Plessas  is  an  honorable  and  efficient  military  officer, 
whose  representations  may  be  relied  upon  as  perfectly  truthful. 

The  official  reports  presented  tend  to  confirm  the  assertion  that 
brigandage,  the  great  plague  of  Northern  Greece,  and  which  at  time^ 
menaces  the  public  security  of  Attica,  has  its  headquarters,  its  place 
of  secure  refuge,  in  the  Turkish  provinces  a<ljoining  the  border  of 
Greece,  and  in  the  absence  of  proper  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  military 
authorities  in  Turkey,  by  co-operation  with  the  Greek  troops  or  other- 
wise, to  destroy  the  brigand  bands,  it  is  impossible  to  crush  out  the 
evil. 

So  far  it  is  believed  that  none  of  the  brigand  bands  have  crossed 
over  into  Greece  this  season,  and  the  Greek  military  forces  are  on  the 
alert  to  prevent  their  incursions  into  this  kingdom ;  but  if  they  are 
allowed  immunity  and  practical  protection  on  the  Turkish  side,  security 
cannot  be  assured  against  their  occasional  raiding  across  the  border  into 
Greece. 

I  have  to  repeat,  however,  that,  with  a  military  escort  always  tendered 
by  the  Greek  government  to  persons  who  desire  to  make  excursions  to 
the  northward  of  this  capital,  they  have  the  best  possible  guarantee  of 
safety. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


fliKlusme  No.  1.] 

Condensed  translation  of  a  report  of  the  Greek  commaiidir  of  the  fmxrs  in  Phthiotis  and 
Eurytania  to  the  ministry  of  war. 

Lamia,  February  17-29,  1872. 
I  accompany  herewith  a  report  of  the  officer  commaiidiDg  the  post  of  Sabhu-Bryons 
on  the  Greek  frontier,  exposing  the  conduct  of  the  Ottoman  commander  in  the  province 
of  Gonra,  toward  the  Greek  soldiers,  who,  while  on  a  patrol,  hearing  on  the  Turkish 
territory  successive  reports  of  fire-arms,  and  supposing  some  encounter  of  the  Turkish 
troops  with  the  brigands  was  in  progress  hastened  to  take  part  in  the  same,  and  co- 
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operate  with  tbeir  Doighbors  in  the  destrnctiou  of  the  commou  plague  of  the  two 
adjoiDing  countries. 

This  occurrence  gives  me  an  occasion  to  report  all  that  I  have  written  since  I  have 
entered  on  this  command  about  the  general  policy  of  the  Turkish  authorities  charged 
with  the  maintenance  of  public  safety  on  the  frontiers.  I  will  thank  the  King's  govern- 
ment to  take  these  data  into  mature  consideration ,  and  transmit  to  me  the  necessary  in- 
structions, so  that  I  may  regulate  the  conduct  of  our  detachments  on  the  frontier  in  a 
way  to  avoid  eventual  encounter  caused  by  the  harsh  behavior  of  the  Turkish  com- 
manders. 

Even  before  the  creation  of  the  joint  detachments  for  the  pursuit  of  brigandage,  I 
had  gathered  much  information,  as  well  from  the  officers  in  charge  and  inhabitants  as 
from  my  personal  observations  during'my  stay  on  the  frontier,  about  the  coldness  ex- 
hibited by  our  neighbors  in  acting  conjointly  with  us  against  the  brigands,  and  their 
provoking  manner,  a  sure  token  of  inward  hate,  especially  when  measures  were  to  be 
taken  against  the  bands  conceal^  in  Turkish  territory. 

In  many  places  on  the  frontier,  where  I  remained  some  time,  I  was  visited  by  in- 
ferior Turkish  officers,  who,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  behaved  individually  with  re- 
spect, and  exhibited  an  amicable  disposition ;  but  the  moment  the  conversation  turned 
on  brigandage  and  the  bands  concealed  in  Turkish  territory,  not  only  their  arguments 
were  weak,  but  they  sought  in  an  uniustifiable  way  to  avoid  acknowledging  that  the 
brigands  found  refuge  on  the  other  side  of  the  frontiers,  and  to  avoid  co-operating  with 
our  troops  in  their  pursuit.  I  was  especially  impressed  by  the  endeavor  of  our  neigh- 
bors to  hinder  any  relation  between  ourselves  and  the  Christian  subjects  of  Turkey,  in 
order  to  prevent  our  obtaining  information  about  the  places  of  concealment  of  the 
brigands  within  their  jurisdiction. 

I  studied  with  attention  the  way  to  nentralize  these  dispositions  of  the  Turks,  so 
contrary  to  the  noble  object  of  the  Greek  government,  namely,  the  restoration  of 
entire  safety  in  the  provinces  mljacent  to  the  frontier;  and  I  endeavored  to  treat  the 
Turkish  officers  charged  with  this  important  duty  with  all  possible  courtesy  and  for- 
bearance, and  imposmg  the  same  manner  on  those  placed  under  my  command ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  conduct  of  the  Tnrkish  officials  remains  unaltered. 

In  Au|^ust  of  last  year,  the  project  concerning  the  formation  of  joint  detachments 
having  ripened,  I  had  an  interview  with  Miralai-Katzi  Emir-Bey,  commander  of  the 
Turkish  detachments,  and  having  agreed  on  the  necessary  basis,  we  drew  up  a  proto- 
col, lu  that  interview  the  superior  officer  in  question  seemed  to  me  well  disposed 
toward  the  proposed  measure ;  but  when,  during  the  discussion,  we  came  to  the  de- 
tails, the  disagreement  became  evident,  and  my  doubts  and  fears  were  fully  confirmed 
by  the  events  that  tianspired  dnriug  the  execution  of  the  plan,  ou  the  part  of  those  on 
the  Turkish  side  to  whom  it  was  intrusted. 

Wishing  to  discover  the  reason  which  led  the  Turks  to  desire  the  failure  of  the  pro^ 
posed  measure,  I  have  carefully  investigated  the  matter,  and  have  strong  grounds  for 
the  belief  that  those  charged  with  the  execution  thereof  feared  that  the  successful 
results  would  be  attributed  to  the  Greek  soldiers,  and  would  discredit  their  former 
proceedings.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  under  their 
jurisdiction  received  stringent  orders  to  give  no  information  whatever  about  the 
brigands.  This  fact  was  made  known  to  me  and  the  officers  under  my  command  re- 
peatedly by  Turkish  subjects,  who  approached  us  with  the  greatest  secrecy  and  iu 
fear  and  trembling.  It  is  for  this  same  reason  that  the  Turkish  officers  and  under- 
officers  who  served  in.  the  joint  detachment  hindered,  as  far  as  possible,  the  necessary 
movements,  and  did  all  in  their  power  to  frustrate  the  daily  patrols  and  nightly  am- 
buscades, so  as  to  prevent  any  successful  results  of  the  pursuit.  Deeply  grieved  at 
this  premeditated  counteraction,  I  communicated  to  Miralai-Bey  what  I  thought  ne- 
cessary, demanding  the  cessation  of  this  most  injurious  condition  of  matters ;  but 
although  the  answer  of  that  superior  officer  was  courteous,  no  practical  amelioration 
ensued. 

The  creation  of  joint  detachments,  if  no  other  result  was  achieved,  because  of  the 
reasons  above  stated,  established  at  least  the  fact  that  the  bands  of  brigands  remain 
concealed  on  Turkish  territory,  a  fact  officially  acknowledged  by  the  Ottoman  general 
charged  with  the  pnrsnit,  in  a  protocol  signed  by  himself.  A  copy  of  thiB  protocol  was 
transmitted  by  me  at  the  time  to  the  foreign  office. 

The  joint  detachments  were  abolished  by  an  order  of  the  ministry  of  war  in  Novem- 
ber last,  because  of  sanitary  measures  then  necessary  on  the  frontier,  and  have  not 
since  been  re-established.  But  even  now  the  Turks  are  very  guarded  in  their  relations 
with  ae  with  respect  to  the  pursuit  of  brigandage,  and  their  dislike  against  co-opera- 
tion is  still  more  evident,  as  they  now  openly  avow  it.  No  understanding  remains  be- 
tween as,  and  whenever  any  snch  has  been  attempted,  our  overtures  were  received 
with  the  greatest  coldness.  In  the  mean  time  all  the  known  bands  remain  and  live  in 
perfect  peace  and  quiet  on  the  neighboring  territory,  no  measure  being  taken  against 
them.  Of  these,  the  bamls  of  Tacos,  Belculah,  Kauta,  and  Baurchi,  having  abandoned 
the  western  districts,  went  east  in  November  last,  and  having  joined  the  band  of  Tat- 
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Deyianni,  are  now  stationed  at  Goura  and  Armyro.  Those  of  Camara,  Rentiua^  Gonlo- 
costa,  Coumbrauki,  at  times  united  and  at  times  separated,  haunt  the  Turkish  dis- 
tricts between  Kaitza  and  Lacr^si. 

The  above  facts,  which  are  fully  authenticated  by  the  necessity  in  which  the  Greek 
troops  find  themselves  to  be  constantly  on  the  move  in  order  to  prevent  any  eventual 
attack  on  the  Greek  territory,  are  a  doleful  omen  for  public  security  in  the  future  ;  the 
existence  of  brigands  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  nature  of  the  frontier,  which  is  per- 
.  fectly  open,  on  tne  other,  rendering  an  inroad  very  probable.  But  what  is  worse,  the 
negligence,  not  to  say  guilty  indifference  of  the  Turkish  troops,  destroys  every  hope 
of  the  extinction  of  brigandage ;  and  fostered  in  this  way,  we  may  soon  see  it  again 
flourish  in  all  its  ugliness. 

I  tried  all  official  and  private  means  in  order  to  impress  on  the  Turks  charged  witii 
guarding  the  frontier  the  humane* idea  of  the  necessity  of  establishing  public  security 
ror  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  a^joinin^  countries,  and  I  repeatedly  de- 
manded a  true  and  honest  co-operation  in  the  pursuit  of  brigandage,  but,  unfortu- 
nately, with  no  effect,  although  I  proved  to  our  neighbors  the  possibility,  nay  the  cer- 
tainty, of  the  destruction  of  the  existing  bands  if  the  necessary  measures  were 
adopted.  All  that  I  can  do  now  is  to  apply  to  the  foreign  office  with  the  request  to  use 
the  means  in  its  power  in  order  to  ameliorate,  if  possible,  the  disposition  of  our  neigh- 
bors, and  thus  accomplish  the  great  object  of  the  final  establishment  of  public  security 
for  which  the  royal  government  has  already  sustained  so  many  sacrifices. 

PLESSAS,  Colanel. 


llucloeure  No.  2.— Translation.] 
The  consul  of  Greece  at  Larisse  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

Lamia,  March  12-24,  1872. 

Mr.  Minister  :  A  band  of  brigands,  composed  of  eighteen  men,  captured  ten  days  ago, 
near  Derali,  a  village  in  the  province  of  Domoko,  a  farmer,  who  was  tormented  and 
forced  to  pay  a  ransom  of  15,000  piastres,  after  which  he  was  released. 

Accordingly,  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  repeat  again,  Mr.  Minister,  that  which  I 
have  many  times  said  to  you,  namely,  that  the  incapacity  and  the  carelessness  of  the 
Turkish  authorities  and  troops  who  have  the  pursuit  of  brigandage  in  charge ;  the  care 
with  which  they  avoid  co-operating  with  our  own  authorities  and  troops;  the  careless- 
ness which  I  have  observed  for  some  time,  even  among  the  high  functionaries,  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  rigorous  measures  ordered  against  the  brigands  and  their  confederates — 
this  carelessness  which  is  an  indication  of  the  decrease  of  the  severity  of  the  orders, 
strict  and  imperious  as  they  were,  lately  transmitted  by  the  Sublime  Porte  to  its  func- 
tionaries ;  these  indications,  I  say,  make  me  foresee  that  not  only  the  bands  will 
remain  on  the  frontiers,  but  yet  there  may  be  an  increase  of  brigandage,  in  general, 
favored  as  they  are  by  the  fine  season  of  the  year,  and  especially  encouraged  by  the 
want  of  success  of  the  many  extraordinary  measures  taken  against  them  by  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  two  adjacent  countries.  On  account  of  laxity  on  the  part  of  the 
Turkish  authorities,  as  before  stated,  the  brigands  can  now  move  easily,  and  recruit 
themselves  among  the  men  who  are  inclined  to  live  upon  plunder. 

The  established  authorities  of  Thessaly,  instead  of  troubling  themselves  about  the 
brigands,  are  to-day  most  concerned  about  the  collection  of  taxdls,  having  received  re- 
peated orders  from  the  Porte  to  finish  this  work,  and  with  this  end  in  view  they  are 
marshaling  detachments  of  soldiers  into  that  sort  of  service. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  remain,  Mr.  President,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  PERVELIS, 
Con»ulj  ^'c,  <f-c. 

D.  G.  Bulgaria, 

President  of  the  Council  and  Ministei'  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  197. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr,  Fish, 
[Extract.] 

No.  55.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  May  25,  1872.    (Received  June  17.) 
Sir:  »###♦♦• 

I  have  received  your  dispatches,  numbered  21,  22,  and  23,  number 
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21  inclosing  priu ted 'Copies  of  the  corresi>oudence  which  has  recently 
taken  place  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  Qreat 
Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  indirect  claims,  as  presented  in  the 
case  of  the  United  States,  which  was  recently  submitted  to  the  board 
of  arbitration  at  Geneva. 

In  her  dealings  with  Greece,  Great  Britain  has  not  manifested  that 
repugnance  to  the  doctrine  of  indirect  claims,  or  "  consequential  dam- 
ages,''  that  she  now  evinces.  I  wiU  cite  an  interesting  case  in  illustra- 
tion : 

A  man  named  Don  Pacifico,  a  Portuguese  Jew,  who  claimed  to  be  a 
British  subject  because  he  was  born  in  Gibraltar,  resided  in  Athens  sev- 
eral years  prior  and  up  to  1850.  On  several  occasions  Pacifico  had 
complained  of  annoyances  suffered  by  him,  at  the  hands  of  the  lower 
classes  here,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Greek  celebration  of  Good  Friday, 
an  abuse  very  common  in  the  East ;  in  this  instance  the  burning  of  a 
straw  effigy  of  Judas  Iscariot  before  hisdoor.  Hefinally  made  the  matter 
of  complaint  known  to  the  British  minister,  and  through  the  intervention 
of  the  latter  the  annoyance  was  put  a  stop  to.  Irritated  by  the  prohibi- 
tion, it  appears  that  on  the  next  return  of  the  day,  (this  was  in  1848,)  a 
mob  of  drunken  fellows  assaulted  the  residence  of  Don  Pacifico  with 
stones,  broke  some  of  the  windows,  damaged  or  destroyed  a  portion  of 
his  furniture,  and  greatly  alarmed  the  old  man  and  his  wife.  But  they 
sustained  no  bodily  harm.  It  was  no  doubt  a  very  disgraceful  aftair,  and 
justly  excited  the  indignation  of  the  public. 

Pacifico  appealed  to  the  British  minister,  Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  (after- 
ward Admiral  Lord  Lyons,)  who  took  the  matter  in  hand  with  his 
characteristic  zeal  and  impetuosity.  Pacifico  demanded  compensation, 
presenting  a  bill  of  particular?,  in  8,000  francs  damages,  nothing  more 
nor  less. 

There  existed  no  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  Greek  govern- 
ment to  grant  equitable  compensation,  but  the  complaint  was  respect- 
fully referred  to  the  proper  judicial  tribunals  for  redress.  According 
to  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Greece,  (4th  of  October,  1837,) 
and  also  according  to  the  laws  of  Greece,  if  not  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
pecuniary  claim  in  question  should  have  been  submitted  to  the  Greek 
tribunals.  But  the  British  government  would  not  allow  this  to  be  done. 
Lord  Palmerston  declaring  in  most  offensive  terms  that  no  confidence 
could  be  placed  in  Greek  tribunals.  Time  wore  on  in  the  discussion  of 
these  points,  and  great  irritation  was  excited  needlessly.  In  November, 
1849,  the  claim  was  increased  from  about  £280  to  £5,000  sterling!  Of 
this  latter  sum  £4,720  was  in  fact  demanded  as  "  consequential  dam- 
ages." It  was  intended  as  a  salve  for  the  wounded  honor  of  the  modest 
Jew. 

The  (ireek  government  refused  to  submit  to  such  an  exorbitant  de- 
mand. Matters  remained  apparently  quiet  for  a  few  weeks.  But  sud- 
denly there  appeared  off  the  Pirseus  harbor,  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1850^  a  large  English  fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Parker, 
consisting  of  six  or  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  several  frigates  and 
other  vessels  of  war.  Admiral  Parker  came  up  to  town,  and,  with 
his  suite,  took  up  his  residence  with  the  British  minister.  Sir  Thomas 
Wyse,  who  had  a  few  months  previously  succeeded  Lord  Lyons. 

On  the  16th  of  January  an  ultimatum  was  sent  to  the  Greek  govern- 
ment demanding  the  payment  of  the  £5,000,  on  account  of  the  Pacifico 
claim,  witbin  twenty-four  hours.  There  were  other  claims  of  a  minor 
character  included,  bat  this  one  involved  the  main  question  hj  dis])nto. 
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The  British  minister  received  the  reply  of  the  Greek  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  which  was  as  follows : 

1  have  reccivecl  the  uote  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  mc  yesterday.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  exprenH  to  you  the  feelings  with  which  it  has  been  read 
by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Greece  and  his  government.  The  whole  nation  will  par- 
take of  them.  Greece,  sir,  is  weak,  and  she  did  not  expect  that  such  blows  would  be 
aimed  at  her  by  a  government  which  she  reckoned  with  equal  pride  and  confidence 
among  her  benefactors. 

In  the  presence  of  a  force  like  that  which  obeys  your  instinictions,  the  government 
of  His  Hellenic  Mjyesty  can  only  oppose  its  rights  and  a  solemn  j)rotest  to  acts  of  hos- 
tility committed  in  profound  peace,  and  which,  without  speaking  of  other  interests  of  a 
higher  order,  are  a  violation  in  the  highest  degree  of  its  dignity  and  independence. 

In  this  sad  conjuncture,  certain  of  tne  support  of  the  Greek  people,  and  of  the  sym  - 
pathies  of  the  whole  world,  the  King  of  Greece  and  his  government  await  with  sorrow 
the  end  of  the  trials  which,  by  order  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  government,  you  may 
still  destine  for  her. 

The  next  day  (January  18)  the  British  minister,  with  his  family  and 
the  officials  of  the  legation,  retired  from  Athens  and  took  up  their  abode 
on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  The  Queen,  with  Admiral  Parker.  A  rigid 
blockade  commenced  of  all  the  harbors  in  Greece.  The  Greek  flag  dis- 
appeared from  its  waters.  Commerce  was  entirely  stopped.  The  British 
minister  remained  ninety-nine  days  on  board  the  ''  Queen."  French  inter 
position  finally  put  an  end  to  this  disastrous  state  of  things.  Pacifico 
received  on  board  Jfer  Majesty's  ship  Ganges  (whither  he  had  fled  from 
the  beginning)  his  £5,000  in  gold,  and  he  departed,  never  to  be  seen  here 
again. 

And  so  ended  the  blo(»kade  of  the  Pineus  and  the  enforced  payment  of 
"  conseqiieyitial  damages  "  to  a  Hritish  .subject  by  a  llritinh  fleet  sent  by  a 
Britifih  cabinet. 


I  am,  &r., 


JOHN  M.  FRANCI8. 


No.  198. 

Mr,  Fiancis  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  62.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens^  June  29,  1872.    (Received  July  22.) 

Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  a  printed  slip,  with  translation  of  the  matter, 
the  same  being  a  communication  by  the  holy  synod  of  (ireece  to  the 
minister  of  ecclesiastical  affairs,  requesting  that  legal  proceedings  be 
commenced  against  three  missionaries  here  tor  *'  heterodox  teaching"  and 
[)reaching.  I  also  inclose  a  translation  of  the  first  three  articles  of  the 
constitution  of  Greece  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  religious  liberty  and 
personal  rights.  It  is  under  the  first  section,  forbidding  proselytism, 
that  it  is  proposed  to  prosecute  the  missionaiies  against  whom  com 
l)laint  is  made  by  the  synod. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  complaint  is  founded,  not  upon  any  direct 
evidence  povssessed  by  the  synod,  but  simply  upon  newspaper  articles. 
This  is  admitted  in  the  complaint. 

Mr.  Kalopathakis,  the  missionary  first  named,  is  a  Greek  citizen. 
He  was  mostly  educated  in  the  United  States,  married  an  American 
lady,  recently  deceased,  and  has  for  several  years  been  employed  here 
in  mission  work  by  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Missionary 
Union.  He  publishes  two  religious  Greek  newspapers,  one  for  adults 
and  the  other  for  children,  and  preaches  on  Sundays  in  the  chapel 
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recently  erected  by  liim  opposite  the  columns  of  Jupiter.  He  is  a  man 
of  very  pronounced  opinions  and  strong  will-power ;  but  lie  declares 
that,  though  fearlessly  preaching  "  evangelical  truth ''  as  he  understands 
it,  he  never  assailed  the  Greek  Church  at  all.  He  plants  himself  upon 
his  constitutional  rights  as  a  Greek  citizen,  and  declares  that  he  can 
and  will  successfully  defend  himself  in  case  he  is  prosecuted. 

Mr.  Sakillarios,  also  a  subject  of  synodic  complaint  and  denunciation, 
lived  in  the  United  States  many  years,  was  there  educated,  and  mar- 
ried to  a  Massachusetts  lady.  Mr.  S.,  who  is  a  native  of  Macedonia,  of 
Greek  parentage,  is  an  American  citizen  by  adoption,  and  now  holds 
his  naturalization  papers.  He  has  been  only  a  few  years  here  in  the  mis- 
sionary service,  and  is  employed  by  a  Baptist  missionary  society  in  the 
United  States.  His  wife  superintends  a  free  children's  school  of  about 
125  pupils,  which  is  sustained  by  the  society,  and  he  preaches  to  a  con- 
gregation in  his  own  house  on  Sundays.  Mr.  S.  is  a  mild-mannered 
man,  indulges  in  no  quarrels,  and  states  that  he  never  alluded  to  the 
Greek  Church  in  deprecatory  terms.  On  the  other  hand,  his  object  has 
been  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  his  hearers  by  reminding  them  of  their 
personal  duties,  and  impressing  upon  their  minds  the  duty  of  obeying 
the  commands  of  the  Bible,  which  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  recog- 
nized in  the  Greek  Church.  He  has  never  even  organized  a  church 
here.  Mr.  Sakillarios  does  not  believe  the  government  will  undertake 
to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendation  of  the  holy  synod  concerning 
the  missionaries  named  in  their  complaint. 

Mr.  Constantine  is  a  native  of  Greece,  but  went  to  America  in  early 
life,  is  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College,  was  married  in  Boston  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  returned  to  Athens  as  a  missionary  a  few  years 
since.  He  has  held  religious  services  in  his  own  house,  and  has  always 
in  conversation  with  me  on  the  subject  deprecated  every  thing  that  could 
be  construed  as  an  aggressive  policy  toward  the  Greek  Church.  Mr. 
Constantine  is  now  in  the  United  States  on  business  connected  with 
his  missionary  labors  here,  having  left  Athens  for  America  more  than 
three  months  ago.  For  several  years  he  held  theofiBce  of  United  States 
vice-consul  at  the  Piraeus,  and  discharged  the  consulate  duties,  accept- 
ably I  believe,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time.  He  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  by  some  of  the  leading  Athens  journals  and 
by  prominent  Greeks  who  are  devoted  members  of  the  Greek  Church 
that  this  movement  of  the  synod  against  the  missionaries  is  unfortu- 
nate and  unjustifiable;  that  it  isa  blow  aimed  at  the  liberty  and  toleration 
guaranteed  by  the  constitution  in  the  articles  herewith  transmitted,  and 
that  the  government  will  incur  severe  public  censure  if  it  takes  proceed- 
ings in  the  matter  as  recommended  by  the  synod. 

Of  course  I  shall  take  no  action  in  this  case,  nor  meddle  with  it  at  all, 
unless  a  contingency  shall  happen,  which  I  hope  may  not  occur,  wherein 
the  rights  of  American  citizens  are  assailed,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
to  take  proper  steps  under  your  instructions  to  uphold  those  rights. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 
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[laclonare  No.  1. — Translation.] 
SYNODIC  COMPLAINT. 

Tfw  holy  ff iffiod  of  Greece  to  the  minister  of  €ccl€9ia6tical  affairs. 

KixciDOM  OF  Greece, 

Athens,  May  19-31,  1872. 
Concerning  the  heterodox  teaching,  which  has  long  been  practiced  here  in  Athens, 
by  the  missionaries  M.  Kalopothakis,  Sakillarios,  and  Constantine: 

It  is  now  full  five  years  since  the  synod,  by  its  paper  of  April  6,  1867,  No.  7107,  ac- 
cused the  said  M.  Kalopothakis,  yet,  unfortunately,  against  all  expectation,  nothing 
was  done  about  it. 

Now,  having  been  informed  that  in  the  house  he  has  recently  built,  in  the  Placa  ward, 
he  has  set  np  a  church  for  the  purpose  of  promulgating  his  heterodox  doctrines,  and 
every  Sunday  he  does,  in  the  full  light  of  day,  spread  these  doctrines  for  the  purpose 
of  proselyting ;  also  that  the  other  two,  Sakillarios  and  Constantine,  have  established 
schools  or  meetings,  in  which  they  teach  Greek  children  of  both  sexes,  befng  likewise 
notified  of  the  same  by  the  inclosed  papers,  viz.  No.  1780  of  the  newspaper  called  the 
Age,  publifllied  at  Athens,  and  secondly  by  an  extra  sheet  also  recently  published, 
the  holy  synod  is  constrained,  by  its  sacred  and  binding  duties,  to  arraign  once  more 
the  said  missionaries,  and  to  implore  the  bureau  to  hasten  and  render  the  authority  of 
Greece  respected,  (at  a  time,  especially,  when  the  church  suffers  such  trials  in  the  east 
by  various  agencies,  open  and  secret,)  and  to  execute  with  severity  the  laws  against 
those  who  attack  the  integrity  and  the  peace  of  the  orthodox  apostolic  church,  that 
henceforth  these  infernal  scandals  and  unlawful  procee<lings,  which  shake  our  holy 
religion  to  its  very  foundations,  may  be  stopped.  Otherwise  there  is  great  danger  lest 
an  irreparable  damage,  both  religious  and  social,  be  done  by  those  missionaries,  who, 
without  shame  and  without  molestation,  break  the  established  laws,  and  openly  and 
fearlessly  injure  the  most  holy  things. 

The  synod,  bringing  these  things  to  the  notice  of  the  ministers,  within,  as  before  said, 
the  bounds  of  its  sacred  duties  and  of  the  law,  is  persuaded  that  the  government  will 
discharge  immediately,  and  with  severity,  its  own  duties,  and  inform  the  synod  in  due 
time  of  its  proceedings. 

THEOPHILUS,  Archbishop  of  Aiheus. 

ANTONY,  Bishop  of  Corfu. 

PROCOPIOS,  Bishop  of  Oetilon. 

PARTHENIOS,  Bishop  of  Oytheiov. 

IGNATIOS,  Bishop  of  TrephyHan  and  Ohmpia. 


[luclosure  No.  3.— Trannlatiou.] 

Extracts  from  the  constitudon  of  Greece. 

Political  constitution  of  Greece,  subscribed  to  by  our  King,  George  I,  November  16, 18C4. 

ON  BEuaiON. 

Article  1.  The  established  religion  in  Greece  is  that  of  the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church 
of  Christ ;  but  every  other  known  religion  is  tolerated,  and  the  acts  of  its  worship  are 
celebrated  without  hinderance  under  the  proctection  of  the  lawsjproselytism  being  for- 
bidden, and  all  other  interference  against  the  established  religion. 

Article  2.  The  Orthodox  Church  of  Greece,  recognizing  as  its  head  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  is  inseparablv  united  in  doctrine  with  the  great  church  of  Christ  in  Constan- 
tinople, and  everj'  other  of  like  doctrine,  keeping  immovably  as  do  they  both  the  sacred 
apostolic  and  synodic  canons  and  the  sacred  traditions;  but  it  is  self  governed,  [self- 
headed,]  exercising  its  rights  of  supremacy  independently  of  every  other  church, 
and  it  is  administ-ered  by  a  sacred  synod  of  chief  priests.  The  ministers  of  all 
the  recognized  religions  are  subject  to  the  sam.e  supervision  by  the  state  as  the  min- 
isters of  the  established  religion. 

ON  THE  public   RIGHTS   OF  (tKEEKS. 

Article  5.  Greeks  are  equal  before  the  law,  and  contribute  impartially  to  the  pub- 
lic burdens  in  proportion  to  their  property;  but  only  Gr^k  citizens  are  admissible  to 
all  the  public  offices.  Citizens  are  such  persons  as  have  acquired  or  shall  acquire  the 
qualifications  of  a  citizen  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Among  Greek  citizens 
titles  of  nobility  are  neither  given  nor  recognized.  . .   '      C^OOolp 
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No.  199. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Francis. 

No.  35.J  Department  of  State, 

Washingtan,  July  22,  1872. 
Sm :  Tour  dispatch.  No.  02,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  relative  to  a  com- 
plaint of  the  Greek  synod  against  certain  Protestant  missionaries,  has 
been  received.  As  the  complaint  does  not  appear  to  have  been  acted 
upon  at  the  date  of  your  dispatch,  no  grievance  which  calls  for  interpo- 
sition had  been  sustained.  It  is  expected,  however,  that,  if  occasion 
should  arise,  you  will  cautiously  and  prudently  maintain  the  rights  ot 
citizens  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  as  guaranteed  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  Greece. 


I  am,  &c., 


HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  200. 

•  Mr.  Francis  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  63.J  Legation  of  the  United  STATE^^, 

Athensj  June  29, 1872.    (Received  July  22.) 

Sir  :  There  Jippeard  in  the  semi- weekly  issue  of  the  New  York  Times 
of  the  28th  ultimo  an  article  copied  from  the  Ancona  ^Italian)  Journal, 
stating  that  nine  Greek  criminals  of  the  worst  description  had  been 
liberated  by  the  Greek  minister  of  justice  from  the  penal  colony  on  the 
island  of  Corfu,  "  on  condition  of  their  emigrating  to  the  United  States," 
and  that  on  the  24:tli  of  Ai)ril  they  were  taken  in  chains  from  the  stone- 
quarries  of  Corfu  on  board  of  the  Italian  bark  Agamemnon,  bound  for 
New  Orleans.  The  names  of  the  alleged  criminals  are  given,  and  the 
period  for  which  each  one  was  sentenceil  is  stated,  among  them  four 
highway  robbers  and  two  murderers. 

The  American  correspondent  of  tlie  Loudon  Times,  writing  from 
Philadelphia  under  date  of  May  31,  repeats  the  same  statement  in  sub- 
stance, and  announces  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  tele- 
graphed to  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  Orleans  "  to  prevent  the 
landing  of  the  criminals  when  the  Agamemnon  arrived.'' 

In  the  Greek  chamber  of  deputies  on  Monday  last,  the  24tli  instant, 
Mr.  Lombados,  the  member  from  Zante,  read  these  statements  to  the 
chamber,  remarking  that  libels  on  Greece  were  very  common  in  the 
English  newspapers,  and,  therefore,  to  be  expected ;  but  it  pained  him 
to  see  an  article  copied  into  a  respectable  American  journal  that  im- 
pugned the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  Greek  government.  He  there- 
fore called  upon  Mr.  Metaxas,  the  minister  of  justice,  to  answer  whether 
there  was  any  truth  in  the  statements,  or  the  least  foundation  for  them. 
Mr.  M.  responded  that  the  article  of  the  Ancona  journal  was  false ;  he 
had  no  recollection  even  of  the  pardon  of  any  criminals  bearing  such 
names.  Subsequently,  by  a  vote  of  the  chamber,  the  minister  was  in- 
structed to  report  to  that  body  a  list  embracing  the  names  of  all  the 
criminals  to  whom  pardons  had  been  granted,  and  of  those  whose 
punishment  had  been  commuted,  during  the  past  five  years. 

On  the  2Gth  instant  this  report  was  made  to  the  chamber.  The  min- 
ister of  justice,  Mr.  Metaxas,  then  ascended  the  tribune,  and  stated,  in 
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Bubstauce,  tkat  from  beginning  to  end  the. statement  that  Greek  crim- 
inals had  been  shipped  to  America  was  false.  No  vessel  had  left  Greece 
for  the  United  States  with  such  criminals  on  board ;  neither  pardon 
nor  commutation  of  punishment  has  been  granted  to  criminals  bear- 
ing such  names  as  those  reported  by  the  Ancona  paper 5  the  story 
was  a  fabrication,  a  calumny  upon  himself,  and  upon  the  Greek  gov- 
ernment and  people.  Mr.  Metaxas  said  he  had  requested  Mr.  Bulgaris, 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  communicate  this  officially  to  the 
United  States  minister  at  Athens,  so  that  the  refutation  of  this  last 
false  and  slanderous  accusation  against  Greece  may  be  the  more  thor- 
ough and  complete. 


I  am,  &c., 


JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  -201. 
Mr,  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  64.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Alliens,  June  29,  1872.  (Received  July  22.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  me  to  Mr.  M616topoulo,  secretary-general  of  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  under  date  of  the  18th  instant,  inclosing  documents  on 
civil-service  reform  in  the  United  States.  And  I  also  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  reply  of  Mr.  M616topoulo,  under  date  of  June  14-26,  which 
gives  expression  to  the  high  appreciation  by  the  Greek  government  of 
the  measures  inaugurated  for  civil- service  reform  in  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


[lucloflure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Mdleiopoulo. 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 
Athena,  June  18,  1872. 
Sir  :  In  rcspoose  to  your  verbal  requeHt,  made  8ome  time  since,  to  be  furnished  with 
documents  emanating  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  relating  to  civil- 
servioe  reform,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  three  documents  on  that  sub- 
ject which  have  been  forwarded  by  the  State  Department  at  Washington  for  the  use 
of  the  Greek  government.     These  papers  fully  explain  the  system  that  has  been 
adopted  by  the  executive  department  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Statee  to 
govern  appointments  to  office. 
I  hare,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


[tnclosare  No.  2.1 

Mr.  Meletopoulo  to  Mr.  Franch. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

.  Athens,  June  14-26,  1872. 
Mf.  Minister  ;  I  duly  received  your  letter  dated  18th  instant,  including  several  doc- 
uments relating  to  civil-service  reform,  which  have  been  forwarded  by  the  State  De- 
partment at  Washington  for  the  use  of  the  Greek  government  in  consequence  of  the 
verbal  request  I  made  to  you  some  months  ago. 
His  Majesty's  government  are  thankful  for  the  communicatioti  of  ^ok /important 

igi  ize    y  ^ 
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docnmeut^,  which  show  the  steadv  and  praiseworthy  exertions  made  in  the  United 
States  for  the  improvement  of  civil  service,  and  which  may  prove  useful  and  instruct- 
ive for  any  similar  scheme  elsewhere.  His  Majesty's  government,  while  they  feel  sure 
that  the  introduced  form  will  he  conducive  to  the  scope  contemplated,  by  insuring  the 
aerapolous  fultillment  of  public  duties  in  your  great  country,  whose  welfare  is  viewed 
with  a  deep  interest  by  Greece,  they  think  that  the  regulations  governing  admission 
to  the  Departments  may  be  the  more  advantageously  consulted  for  any  reform  of  our 
own  civil  service,  as  the  principle  of  unremovableness  from  ofiSce  is  already  established 
here  for  judicial  officers. 

In  expressing  these  feelings,  Mr.  Bulgaris,  the  prime  minister  and  minister  of  for- 
eign afi'airs,  charged  me  to  convey  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  his  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  communication. 
With  sentiments  of  highest  esteem,  I  remain,  &c.,  &c., 

L.  M^LfiTOPOULO. 


No.  202. 

Mr,  FrancU  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  60.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  July  1,  1872.     (Received  July  22.) 

Sra :  Referring  to  your  dispatch  No.  35,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  I  had  an  interview  with  the  King  on  the  29th  instant,  and  deliv- 
ered to  llis  Majesty  the  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  reply  to  one  from  him  announcing  the  birth  of  a  prince. 

The  King  desired  me  to  convey  to  President  Grant  his  thanks  for  the 
good  words  of  his  letter. 

Alluding  to  the  reported  redaction  of  the  tariff  duty  on  dried  cur- 
rants by  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States,  His  Majesty  said  he  felt 
very  grateful  for  this  act,  which  was  a  great  boon  to  Greece,  and  he 
believed  it  would  also  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  Uniti^d  States. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  the  King  said  that  at  no  time  since 
he  had  occupied  his  present  place  was  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Greece 
more  favorable  than  at  present.  The  business  of  the  country  is  larger 
than  ever  before,  its  commerce  had  considerably  increased  during  the 
past  year,  there  is  no  brigandage  to  disturb  industry,  and,  he  said,  "We 
are  making  some  progress.'' 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  203. 

Mr,  Francis  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  67.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athensy  July  3,  1872.    (Received  July  29.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  63, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith  extracts  from  an  unoflBcial  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  M616- 
topoulo,  secretary  general,  under  date  of  June  15-27,  and  my  reply, 
(unofficial,)  of  the  date  of  June  2.8,  to  this  letter.  I  may  say,  in  this 
connection,  that  the  Greek  government  has  caused  this  correspondence 
to  be  published  in  the  Athens  newspapers,  with  a  view  of  removing 
misapprehensions  in  the  public  mind  respecting  the  origin  of  the  false 
reports  charging  that  the  government  had  sent  a  number  of  desperate 
Greek  criminals  to  the  United  States.  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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I  have  to  report  that  Mr.  Bulgaris,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
Mr.  M61^topoulo,  secretary-general,  called  at  this  legation  yesterday, 
and  held  an  interview  of  more  than  half  an  hour  with  me. 

Mr.  Bulgaris,  in  behalf  of  the  Greek  government,  expressed  his  pro- 
found thanks  for  my  truthful  dispatch  to  the  Department,  of  the  date 
of  May  4,  on  the  subject  of  brigandage  in  Greece,  which  has  been  re- 
published from  the  American  journals  by  the  London  and  Paris  news- 
papers. He  said  the  gratitude  of  all  patriotic  citizens  of  Greece  would 
be  awakened  by  this  voluntary  act  of  justice  toward  this  kingdom  and 
its  government.  Amid  such  a  storm  of  calumny  as  that  which  Greece 
has  to  encounter,  he  said,  it  was  a  source  of  joy  to  him  that  His  Majes- 
ty's government  and  people  had  a  good  and  noble  friend  in  that  great 
power,  the  United  States  of  America,  a  friend  that  gave  them  encour- 
agement and  sympathy  in 'their  struggles  to  overcome  evils  and  secure 
good  government,  to  promote  the  welfere  and  progress  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  uphold  liberty  and  law  as  the  basis  of  their  institutions. 

Mr.  Bulgaris  also  expressed  the  fervent  thanks  of  his  government  for 
the  recent  act  of  Congress,  reducing  the  duty  on  dried  currants,  saying 
that  it  would  prove  vastly  beneficial  to  Greece,  and  also  advantageous 
to  the  United  States,  for  it  would  have  the  effect  to  materially  increase 
the  commerce  between  the  two  countries,  and  induce  reciprocal  trade, 
from  which  gain  would  be  realized  by  both. 

Mr.  Bulgaris  desired  that  I  should  communicate  these  sentiments  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  the  expression  of  the  best 
wishes  of  His  Majesty's  government  for  *'the  continued  progress  and 
increasing  prosperitv  of  the  great  and  magnanimous  Republic  of  the 
West." 

1  am,  &:c., 

J(WiN  M.  FRANCIS. 


(IncloBuro  No.  l.J 
Mr.  Aint.'opiudo,  secretary-general,  <f'0.,  to  Mr.  Franns. 

Athens,  June  15-27,  1872. 

MyDfarSir:  •  ^  *  *  Yoa  are  perhaps  aware  of  the  absurd  story  published 
some  weeks  ago  by  some  American  papers  about  the  pretended  transportation  of  a 
number  of  convicts  from  Corfu  to  the  States.  I  do  not  know  how  such  a  hoax  could 
he  credited  there,  and  call  forth  even  preventive  measures  of  the  American  authorities 
(as  communicated  to  us  in  the  report  of  His  Majesty's  consul  in  New  York)  against  the 
announced  landing  of  Greek  outlaws  from  a  fantastic  Italian  ship.  But  the  fact  is,  it 
gave  rise  to  a  regular  storm  of  abuse  against  Greece  and  its  government  in  the  columns 
of  those  papers,  and  provoked  the  other  day  an  interpellation  in  our  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  the  minister  of  justice,  and  criticisms  in  the  local  papers.  Although  His 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  hastened  to  contradict  the  story,  Mr.  Bulgaris  sent  to 
him,  nevertheless,  some  days  ago  a  cable  dispatch  to  the  same  purpose,  saying: 

"  Story  about  transportation  of  convicts  or  outlaws  to  the  United  States  is  an  absurd 
and  detestable  falsehood." 

I  hope,  after  this  contradiction,  the  learning  of  truth,  and  the  publication  of  your 
truthful  dispatch  on  brigandage  in  Greece,  the  evil  produced  by  this  falsehood  is 
remedied,  and  that  the  papors  which  have  reported  it  must  feel  some  remorse  on 
account  of  their  abune  of  Greece. 

Y<^;;:;S  f.;ltbf     :\, 

L.  MKLi^JTOrOULO. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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[Incloaure  Ko.  2.1 

Mr,  Fi-ancis  to  Mr.  M6letopoulo. 

Legation  of  the  Unitkd  Statks, 

Athens,  June  28,  1872. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  esteemed  favor  of  last  evening  is  bofore  me.  I  hasten  to  make 
reply,  so  as  t#  disabuse  your  own  and  the  mind  of  the  prime  minister  of  what  seems 
to  be  an  erroneous  impression  respecting  the  publication  of  the  false  reports  in  Ameri- 
can newspapers  about  sending  Greek  criminals  to  America.  These  reports  were  not 
first  published  in  America.  1.  The  detailed  article,  giving  names  of  prisoners,  their 
crimes,  and  terms  of  imprisonment  to  which  they  had  been  sentenced,  and  their  alleged 
embarkation  at  Corfu  for  the  United  States  on  the  24th  of  April,  appeared  originally 
in  the  Ancona  (Italy)  Journal.  It  is  so  specific  in  its  statements  that,  very  naturally, 
it  would  be  accepted  in  America  as  veritable,  at  least  in  substance,  and  it  was  copied 
into  the  New  York  Times  and  probably  other  American  journals  as  a  matter  of  news. 
2.  Besides  this,  I  learn  firom  a  paragraph  in  the  Washington  Republican  that  a  cable 
dispatch  was  sent  to  the  American  newspapers  announcing  the  eame  thing.  These 
statements,  so  positively  set  forth,  would  naturally  be  accepted  as  having  foundation 
in  truth,  and  hence  they  created  attention  and,  no  doubt,  much  surprise  in  the  United 
States. 

I  am  exceedingly  gratified  to  learn  that  the  story  is  altogether  a  fabrication,  but  it 
is  uignst  to  lay  the  blame  for  its  invention  and  circulation  to  the  American  press.  As 
I  have  i>ointed  out,  it  had  its  origin  in  Europe.  I  can  assure  you  that,  though  entirely 
free,  and,  as  is  to  be  expected,  sometimes  hasty  and  inconsiderate  in  its  utterances, 
the  newspaper  press  of  the  United  States  is  not  reckless  nor  licentious.  Least  of  all 
does  it  sympathize  with  eftbrts  to  slander  and  bring  into  contempt  by  persistent  calumny 
a  brave  and  friendly  people  and  government.  It  nas  shown  itself  to  be  their  friend  in 
the  past ;  it  has  never  failed  to  give  expression  to  the  popular  feeling  of  sympathy  in 
the  United  States  for  weak  and  struggling  nationalities  that  are  striving  for  good  gov- 
ernment, and  endeavoring  to  overcome  the  obstacles  of  enmity  and  prejudice  that  im- 
pede  their  progress. 

I  say  so  much  as  this  for  your  information  and  to  remove  false  and  entirely  unjust 
impressions  toward  American  newspapers,  impressions  which  I  am  sorry  to  see  a 
prominent  Greek  newspaper,  the  Age,  endeavoring  to  fasten  upon  the  public  mind  by 
a  long  and  very  untruthful  editorial  in  its  last  issue. 
With  sentiments  of  sincere  esteem,  faithfully  yours, 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  204. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Francis. 

No.  37.]  Department  of  State, 

WasMngtonj  July  30,  1872. 
Sib:  Your  dispatch  numbered  67,  under  date  of  the  3d  instant,  in- 
closing correspondence  relative  to  the  rumored  shipment  of  Greek 
criminals  to  the  United  States,  is  received,  and  the  communication 
which  you  addressed  upon  that  subject  to  the  secretary-general  is  ap- 
proved. The  contradiction  which  has  beeu  given  by  the  government  of 
Greece  to  the  rumor  referred  to,  as  communicated  in  your  dispatch  No. 
63,  was,  upon  the  receipt  of  that  dispatch,  sent  to  the  press  for  publica- 
tion. 

I  am,  &c.,  W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secret^iry. 

No.  205. 

Mr,  Francis  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  69.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athensj  July  3, 1872.    (Received  August  5.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  a  com- 
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mnuication  this  day  received  from  Mr.  Bulgaris,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  expressing  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Greek  government  for  the 
reduction  of  the  doty  on  Corinth  grapes  (dried  currants)  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c.,  JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


I  Inclosare.— TnmsIatioD.l 
Mr,  Bulgaris  to  Mr,  Francis. 

Athens,  June  21,  (July  3,)  1872. 

Mr.  Mini.stek  :  The  codsuI  of  tbe  King  at  New  York,  charged  also  with  the  man- 
agenieut  temporarily  of  His  Majesty's  legation  in  the  United  States,  announces  to  me, 
as  you  know,  that  Congress  has  voted  a  new  tariff,  according  to  which  the  cnatoms 
duty  on  Corinth  grapes  (dried  currants)  is  reduced  from  two  and  a  half  to  one  cent 
per  English  pound. 

This  news  has  caused  most  lively  satisfaction  to  my  colleagues  and  myself,  and 
without  doubt  will  bo  welcomed  by  all  our  citizens  with  the  same  sentiments.  It  is 
because  the  Corinth  grape  is  one  of  the  principal  products  that  Greece  exports,  and 
because  the  reduction  just  voted  'promises  to  increase  considerably  its  exportation  to 
the  United  States. 

I  am  desirous,  though  it  is  only  two  days  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon  at 
your  home,  to  present  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  King's  government  to  the  Government 
and  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  a  decision  which,  in  favoring  the  interests  of 
our  cultivators,  will  contribute  powerfully  to  the  development  of  direct  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  which  are  united  by  the  warmest  and  most  sincere  friend- 
ship. 

You  have  learned,  Mr.  Minister,  with  no  less  satisfaction  of  this  reduction,  because, 
solicited  by  the  government  of  the  King,  you  were  kind  enough  to  recommend  it  to 
your  Government.  Thus  your  recommendation,  without  doubt,  came  to  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Botassi's  efforts  at  Washington,  and  therefore  it  wa«  that  I  begged  you  the  other 
day  to  accept  personally  my  thanks.  Permit  me,  Mr.  Minister,  to  repeat  here,  in 
writing,  these  thanks,  as  well  as  the  expression  of  my  sentiments  of  high  consid- 
eration. 

D.  G.  BULGARIS. 


No.  206. 
Mr,  Francis  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  74. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens,  September  14,  1872.    (Received  October  7.) 

Sir  :  Tbe  Greek  cabinet,  as  now  constituted,  is  as  follows : 

Prime  minister,  minister  of  the  interior,  and  minister  of  justice,  Mr. 
E.  Delegeorges. 

Minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Spiliotaka. 

Minister  of  finance,  Mr.  Christidi. 

Minister  of  war,  Mr.  Grivas. 

Minister  of  the  navy,  Mr.  Drosse. 

Minister  of  religion  and  instruction,  Mr.  Mavrocordata. 

This  ministry  now  seems  to  enjoy  the  popular  confidence.  Mr.  Dele- 
georges has  the  reputation  of  being  an  upright  man  and  a  progressive 
statesman.  His  colleagues  are  capable  officials  who  have  had  large  ex- 
perience in  public  affairs.  The  prime  minister  tells  me  that  he  has  one 
great  difficulty  before  him,  the  Sarium  mine  question.  If  that  can  be 
overcome  and  a  satisfactory  settlement  arrived  at,  he  believes  he  will 
have  fair  sailing.  That  question  is  simply  this :  There  are  large  de- 
posits of  earth  at  Sarium  containing  particles  of  lead  and  silver.  Un- 
der their  contract  with  the  Greek  government,  the  French  and  Italian 
company  insist  that  they  have  the  right  to  take  this  earth  and  work  it 
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with  the  scoria  of  the  old  mine.  The  government  insists  that  the  com- 
pany are  entitled  only  to  the  scoria,  the  refuse  which  the  ancients  left 
after  extracting  as  much  of  the  metals  as  they  could  by  the  imperfect 
appliances  of  their  day.  Modem  science  is  now  enabled  to  obtain  ad- 
ditional treasure  from  this  scoria.  The  government  has  placed  a  force 
of  soldiers  on  the  ground  to  prevent  the  company  taking  any  of  the 
treasure-earth.  The  company  appeal  to  the  French  and  Italian  govern- 
ments, to  secure  what  they  claim  to  be  their  right  to  take  this  earth. 
The  Greek  government  objects  to  the  interference  of  these  foreign 
powers  in  the  matter.  It  contends  that  the  question  is  not  an  inter- 
national one ;  that  it  is  clearly  a  case  to  be  tried  before  the  Greek  judi- 
cial tribunals.  The  Italian  and  French  minisiters,  Messrs.  Meliorata  and 
Jules  Ferry,  have  had  this  matter  in  hand  the  past  two  months.  Mr. 
Meliorata  has,  it  is  understood,  insisted  that  the  question  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  foreign  arbitration,  as  originally  recommended  by  the  Italian 
and  French  governments,  which  recommendation  the  Greek  govern- 
ment rejected.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Ferry  is  not  clear  that  the  question 
is  properly  an  international  one.  It  is  intimated  by  the  press  here  that 
his  judgment  inclines  to  the  approval  of  the  position  assumed  by  the 
Greek  government,  that  it  is  a  case  for  the  Greek  courts,  and  not,  at  least 
in  its  present  stage,  a  proper  subject  for  diplomatic  action.  And  here  the 
matter  rests  at  present.  There  is  great  uneasiness  in  the  public  mind 
concerning  it.  The  company  refuse  to  pay  the  heavy  taxes  that  have 
been  imposed  upon  them  ^being  now  4,000,000  drachmas  in  arrears)  on 
the  ground  that  they  are  inequitable ;  that  they  are  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  taxes  le^ied  upon  other  interests,  and  that  they  amount  to  a 
confiscation  of  full  20  per  cent,  of  the  earnings  of  the  company.  The 
interests  involved  in  the  question  are  large  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view ;  but  the  Greek  government  assumes  that  the  demand  of  the  com- 
pany for  foreign  arbitration,  if  submitted  to,  would  involve  national 
dishonor  and  humiliation.  The  late  ministry  attempted  a  solution  of 
the  question  by  proposing  a  purchase  of  the  company's  interest  in  the 
mines,  for  16,000,000  drachmas,  waiving,  at  the  same  time,  the  four 
million  of  taxes  claimed  to  be  due,  making  an  aggregate  of  20,000,000 
drachmas.  This  could  not  be  carried,  and  for  that  reason  Mr.  Bulgaris 
and  his  associates  resigned.  Mr.  Delegeorges,  who  had  very  earnestly 
opposed  this  proposition  and  insisted  that  the  question  between  the 
government  and  the  company  should  go  before  the  Greek  courts  with- 
out foreign  interference,  now  has  the  case  to  deal  with,  and  he  admits 
ihat  it  is  the  great  and  dangerous  difficulty  that  confronts  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


HAYTI. 
No.  207. 
Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

No.  96.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

F&rt  au  Prince^  Hayti^  Oct.  31, 1871.    (Received  Nov.  16.) 
SiB:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  No.  80,  of 
August  31,  and  No.  81, of  September  11, 1871, 1  have  the  honor  to  state, 

o 
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iu  answer". to  your  No.  81,  that  I  shall  continue  to  be,  as  I  have  ever 
been,  observant  and  watchful  of  the  acts,  both  of  this  government  and 
of  the  foreign  representatives  here,  tending  to  disturb  the  domestic 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  Saint  Domingo.        ♦  ♦  # 

In  my  No.  1)1,  of  the  3rd  instant,  I  have  somewhat  anticipated  the 
latter  clause  of  your  No.  81,  in  which  you  instruct  me  to  ascertain  if  the 
transmission  of  aid  to  the  Dominican  insurgents  can  be  traced  to  the 
Hay  tian  government.        *  ♦  ♦In  this  case  it  would 

scarcely  be  prudent  or  even  safe  for  any  person  who  is  either  a  Haytian, 
or  has  any  permanent  interests  in  Hayti,  and  who  has  direct  knowledge 
of  Haytian  interference  in  Saint  Domingo  affairs,  to  come  forward  with 
testimony  of  that  knowledge.  And  if,  for  instance,  men  or  supplies  are 
mpved  forward  through  the  plains  to  the  Dominican  frontiers,  or  if 
Haytians  are  taken  as  prisoners  of  war  over  the  boundary  of  Hayti,  and 
the  facts  are  brought  to  the  government's  attention,  the  reply  is  ready, 
in  the  one  case,  that  the  supplies  and  re-enforcements  are  sent  forward 
to  guard  the  Haytian  frontier,  and,  in  the  other,  that  the  Haytians  taken 
prisoners  as  engaged  in  the  contest,  over  the  Dominican  lines  were  so 
engaged  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  their  government,  and 

must  take  the  consequences. 

•  •«♦*#* 

Since  the  publication  in  the  ofticial  organ,  Le  Moniteur,  no  further 
similar  official  publication  has  appeared,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  informed 
and  believe,  the  angry  project  of  ex-minister  Lorquet  to  declare  war 
against  Saint  Domingo  has  been  abandoned,  even  Lorquet  himself  hav- 
ing ceased  to  discuss  it. 

The      »  »  ♦         here,  who  is  something  of  a  counselor 

of  this  government,  »  *  *  bas  since  his  late  arrival  from  Europe 
steadily  advised  this  government  to  abandon  its  secret,  but  thus  far  in- 
effective, warfare  on  President  Baez.  His  idea,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  gather  it,  seems  to  be  that  President  Saget  should  propose  to 
President  Baez  a  treaty,  in  which  all  questions  of  boundary  should  be 
settled,  perpetual  peace  between  the  two  republics  be  affirmed,  and  the 
ceding  of  any  portion  of  the  territory  of  either  republic  to  any  foreign 
power  forever  interdicted.  This  project,  or  something  like  it,  was  re- 
cently opened  to  President  Baez  through  the  English  charg6  in  his  re- 
cent visit  to  Saint  Domingo.  The  Dominican  minister,  Mr.  Gauthier^ 
has,  I  suppose,  informed  you  more  correctly  than  I  can  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding in  this  regard.        *  ♦  *  # 

The  French  charg6  d'affaires,  the  Count  de  Lemon t,  has  not  thus  far 
manifested  any  special  interest  iu  the  subject. 
I  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSBTT. 


No.  208. 

Mr,  Bassett  t4>  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  99.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Haytiy  Deo.  8, 1871.    (Received  Dec.  30.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  again  referring  to  the  case  of  the  steamer 
Hornet,  to  state  that  the  Spanish  frigate  Zaragoza,  carrying  twenty-one 
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guns  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  accompanied  by  the  Spanish  gun- 
boat Pizarro,  carrying  six  guns  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  men, 
came  into  this  bay  and  cast  anchor  in  ready  proximity  to  the  Spanish 
gunboat  Ohurruca,  already  here,  on  the  21st  ultimo.  It  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  observe  that  this  presence  of  a  Spanish  squadron  in  the'  harbor 
of  the  capital  of  Hayti  so  soon  after  the  rash  ultimatum  had  been 
oflfered  by  the  Spanish  representative,  Senor  Oliveira,  to  the  Haytian 
government  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Hornet,  produced  marked 
anxiety  and  alarm  in  all  circles  here,  and  had  a  visible  effect  upon  busi- 
ness transactions.  It  seemed  to  be,  in  fact,  generally  apprehended  that 
this  array  of  Spanish  force  in  the  harbor  of  Port  au  Prince  at  this  time 
and  under  the  circumstances,  could  have  been  made  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  upon  the  Haytian  government  the  alternative  pf 
accepting  the  responsibility  of  indemnifying  Spain  for  all  damages  said 
to  have  been  or  .which  may  be  committed  against  its  interests  in  Cuba 
by  the  Hornet.  At  a  conference  held  at  his  request  between  him  and 
myself  on  the  22d  ultimo,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  manifesting 
much  uneasiness,  seemed  to  partake  of  this  apprehension,  and  said  he 
had  sent  for  me  to  ask  my  advice.  The  Haytian  man-of-war  La  Terreur 
having  just  come  into  port  for  coal  and  provisions,  expecting  to  return 
shortly  to  the  south,  where  the  President  still  is,  the  minister  ask^d  me 
if  I  would  advise  him  to  dispatch  the  Terreur  at  once  for  the  President 
and  the  three  ministers  of  state  with  him.  "  What  can  I  do?"  said  he 
to  me.  "  What  do  you  think!  What  would  you  advise  ! "  I  told  him  I 
could  not  advise  him  about  sending  the  Terreur  for  the  President;  but 
I  ventured  to  intimate  to  him  that  in  my  judgment  no  safe  and  honor- 
able course  was  open  to  his  government  other  than  to  conserve  its 
neutrality  in  the  case  of  the  Hornet,  and  stand  firmly  by  the  position 
which  it  had  already  taken  and  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  in  fair  con- 
formity with  the  principles  of  international  law. 

The  anxiety  and  alarm  were  increased  from  the  fact  that  the  Spanish 
officials  held  no  intercourse  with  the  shore  until  the  third  day  after  their 
arrival,  when  Seiior  Oliveira  sent  to  the  minister  a  dispateh  quite 
remarkable  in  its  character.  The  dispatch  (see  inclosure  A,  minister's 
note  conveying  to  me  the  substance  of  this  dispatch)  stated  that  the 
commander  of  the  Spanish  squadron  had  addressed  him  (Sefior  Oliveira) 
a  note  inquiring  whether  the  government  would  gharantee  that  the 
Spanish  representative  would  be,  as  it  was  charged  in  this  note  he  had 
not  always  been,  properly  respected  by  the  populace  if  he  were  to  return 
to  the  city  from  the  Ohurruca  and  resume  the  duties  of  his  offtce.  This 
dispatch  was  the  first  communication  that  Seiior  Oliveira  had  held 
with  the  Haytian  government  since  he  addressed  to  the  minister,  October 
4,  the  ultimatum  already  referred  to.  The  minister  at  once  responded 
that  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  all  due  respect  would  be  shown  by 
everybody  here  to  the  Spanish  representative. 

Still  it  seemed  singular  that  a  Spanish  squadron  should  be  sent  here 
simply  to  inquire  about  Senor  Oliveira's  standing  with  the  populace ; 
and  most  persons  thought  that  the  Spanish  commander  must  have  come 
on  some  mission  touching  the  Hornet  affair.  AH  conjecture  was  soon 
removed  by  a  dispatch  sent  on  the  29th  ultimo  to  the  minister,  by 
Seiior  Oliveira.  This  dispatch  covered  one  from  the  commander  of  the 
squadron,  making  the  extraordinary  demand  that  the  Haytian  govern- 
ment should  assume  the  responsibility  of  preventing  the  Hornet  from 
leaving  this  port,  and  to  this  end,  that  it  should  dismantle  her  and  hold 
in  charge  certain  of  her  essential  equipage,  a  demand  which  he  de- 
clared to  be  conformable  in  every  particular  to  his  instructions.  The 
17  PB  o 
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minister,  in  a  formal  interview  with  the  Spanish  officials,  declined  to 
accede  to  this  demand  unless  it  should  be  mutually  agreed  to  between 
them  and  myself.  He  requested  an  audience  with  me  the  next  day  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  with  me  on  the  subject.  I,  of  course,  declined 
to  enter  into  any  arrangement  of  the  kind.  And  on  the  4th  instant  he 
embodied  in  a  dispateh,  (see  inclosure  B,)  which  covered  a  certitted  copy 
of  Senor  Oliveira's,  (see  inclosure  0,)  what  he  had  already  conveyed  to 
me  at  our  conference.  I  promptly  replied,  (see  inclosure  D,)  formally 
declining  to  entertain  the  proposition  to  dismantle  the  Hornet,  denying 
the  right  of  any  foreign  government  to  take  such  action  as  that  which 
was  indicated  in  Senor  Oliveira's  dispateh  against  any  vessel  of  the 
United  States  which  lawfully  carries  the  American  flag,  and  telling  him 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  general  position  which  his  government  had 
assumed,  to  conserve  its  neutrality  in  this  case,  was  substantially  in 
accord  with  the  requirements  of  public  law. 

The  minister  told  me  that  he  had  embodied  my  dispateh  in  his  reply 
to  SefLor  Oliveira,  from  whom,  however,  no  further  communication  has 
thus  far  been  received.  The  Spanish  frigate  Zaragoza  and  the  gun-boat 
Ghurruca  are  yet  here,  and  Senor  Oliveira  still  remains  on  board  the 
latter.  .  The  Pizarro  has  left  these  waters  to  bear,  it  is  said,  dispatohes 
from  the  consul  and  the  squadron  to  the  captain-general  of  Guba. 
I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


[Inolosore  A  in  Ko.  99.-^TJnoffioiAl.~Tnui8]AtioD.] 

Mr,  Den%9  to  Mr,  ^aaseU, 

Department  op  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Part  au  PHiiotf,  November  24, 1871. 
Mt  Dear  Minister:  I  have  this  momlDg  received  a  dispatch  from  the  consnl  of 
Spain.  He  has  simply  said  thereio,  that  his  admiral,  now  in  oar  harbor,  desires  that 
the  consul  should  inform  him  if  he,  the  consul,  thinks  that  he  will  continue  to  be  as 
much  respect'Od  and  considered  as  he  has  hitherto  been  by  the  Haytian  government ; 
and  if  my  government  would  guarantee  that  he,  the  consul,  would  not  oe  hereafter 
exposed  to  the  vexations  of  the  populace,  as  it  has  already  happened  to  him  several 
times. 

I  need  not  say  to  you  what  wiU  be  my  answer  to  such  a  question.    The  conduct  that 
my  government  has  always  observed  toward  the  representatives  of  foreign  govern- 
ments will  assuredly  lead  you  to  anticipate  its  tenor. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

DENIS. 


[Indoenre  B  in  No.  9f.— TranBlatioD.] 

Mr,  Denia  to  Mr,  Bassett, 

Department  op  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Port  au  Prince f  December  4,  1871. 
Mr.  Minister:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you^  under  this  cover,  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch received  by  me  from  the  consul  of  Spain,  beanng  date  November  29th,  ultimo, 
relating  to  the  steamer  Hornet. 

The  dav  after  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch  I  had  an  interview  with  the  Spanish 
consul,  who  was  accompanied  by  an  officer  of  the  frigate  Zaraeoza. 

After  having  concurred  in  our  view  of  the  strict  neutrality  that  we  ought  to  observe 
in  this  question,  these  gentlemen  declared  that  they  desired  the  Haytian  government 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  safe-keeping  of  the  Hornet  until  the  difference  ex- 
isting in  relation  to  this  vessel  shall  have  been  settled  at  Washington  between  the 
American  Cabinet  and  the  Spanish  minister.  ^  j 
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In  response,  they  were  told  that  the  Hornet  being  American  property,  as  you  have 
written  to  ns,  and  as  Mr.  Fish  has  repeated  the  same  thing  at  Washington  to  our 
minister  resident,  we  could  only  consent  to  accept  her  safe-keeping  on  condition  that 
you  would  give  your  entire  approbation  to  the  same. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  have  your  opinion  on  the  question  in  order  to  communicate 
that  opinion  to  the  Spanish  representative,  Seuor  Oliveira. 
Be  pleased  to  accept^  Mr.  Minister,  my  very  high  consideration. 

DENIS, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreiffn  Affairs. 


rinclosare  C  in  No.  99.— Translation.] 
Mr.  Oliveira  to  Denis, 

Consulate-General  of  Spain  in  Hayti. 

Mr.  Minister  :  1 4iave  the  honor  to  transmit  a  literal  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  yesterday's^ 
date^  that  was  addressed  to  me  by  thb  general  (commodore)  of  the  sqadron  of  my  na- 
tion, stationed  in  this  port,  which  dispatch  is  couched  in  these  precise  terms: 

^^Irqn-clad  frigate  Zarogaza.  I  hope  that  you  will,  with  all  possible  diligence,, 
transmit  to  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Hayti  the  following  demand,  which  con- 
forms in  every  point  to  the  tenor  of  my  instructions.  It  is  that  the  steamer  Hornet 
shall  be  effectively  detained  here,  her  detention  being  secured  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  said  steamer,  guarded  by  the  Haytian  government,  shall  not  be  able  in  anywise  tO' 
deceive  the  vigilance  of  which  she  shall  be  the  object. 

**  To  attain  this  end,  I  think  it  indispensable  that  the  rudder,  safety-valves,  and 
mnning-gear  of  the  steamer  should  be  dismounted  and  deposited  in  the  ar8enaI,.or 
some  other  establishment.  Thc^se  precautions  will  not  only  guarantee  our  country,  but 
also  that  which  by  such  preventive  means  shall  have  concurred  in  thus  securing  this 
arrangement.'' 

In  now  having  the  honor  to  bring  these  instructions  to  your  attention,  I  await  your 
response  to  this  demand. 

I  am  led  to  hope,  Mr.  Minister,  from  your  known  amiability  of  character,  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  answer  me  as  seon  as  possible,  in  order  that  I  may  report  to  the 
general  (commodore)  the  accomplishment  of  his  desired. 

May  God  grant  you  a  long  life. 

Saluting  yon  most  respectfully,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

RAMON  V.  OLIVEIRA. 

On  Board  op  Steamer  Churruca, 

Harbor  of  Port  au  Prince^  November  29, 1871. 

Certified  copy : 

DENIS, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs^ 


[Inclosure  D  in  No.  99.] 

Mr,  Bassett  to  Mr,  Dewis, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  December  4,  1871. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  this  date,  inclosing  a  certified  copy  of  a  communication  ad- 
dressed by  the  Spanish  representative,  SeBor  Oliveira,  to  your  government,  relative  to 
the  steamer  ,Hornet,  is  before  me.  I  have  carefully  noted  the  tenor  of  the  demand 
made  by  the  general  (commodore)  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  now  lying  at  anchor  in  this 
bay,  as  that  demand  is  stated  in  Seflor  Oliveira's  dispatch,  which  is  to  the  effect  that 
the  Haytian  government  shall  not  only  assume  the  responsibility  of  holding  the  Hornet 
in  custody  here,  but  that  it  shall  give  a  guarantee  of  its  good  intention  in  that  regard 
by  dismantling  the  said  steamer,  and  placing  in  depot  here  her  most  important  equip- 
aj^e ;  and  I  have  also  noted  your  statement  of  the  result  of  a  subsequent  conference  on 
the  subject  between  yourself  and  Seflor  Oliveira,  in  company  with  an  officer  of  the 
Spanish  squadron. 

In  response  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  on  the  question,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  this  demand  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Spanish  squadron  now  here  strikes 
me  as  extraordinary.    I  not  only  feel  constrained  to  decline  to  entertain  the  proposi- 
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ti«n  as  stated  by  biin,  but  I  must  also  deny  the  right  of  a  foreijju  government  to  take 
such  proceedings  as  are  indicated  in  this  demand  against  any  vessel  of  the  United 
States  which  has  regular  papers,  and  which  lawfully  carries  the  American  flag. 

The  position  of  strict   neutrality,  assumed  by  your  government  in  this  case  of  the 
Hornet,  and  the  principles  upon  which  you  have  based  that  position,  as  far  as  known 
to  me,  I  believe  to  be  substantially  in  accord  with  the  re(|uirements  of  public  law. 
I  am,  &c.,  * 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


No.  209. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Ba^nett. 

[Extracts.] 

Department  of  State, 
No.  90.J  Washington^  January  3,  1872. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  steamer  Hornet,  so  long  detained  at  Port 
au  Prince,  and  watched  apparently  with  hostile  purpose  by  a  Spanish 
man-of-war,  1  transmit  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  Mayorga, 
her  owner,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  object  of  which  has  been 
to  relieve  the  Hornet  from  the  virtual  blockade  to  which  she  has  been 
subjected.  You  will  notice  that  Mr.  Robeson  oflPers  to  send  the  frigate 
Congress  to  Port  au  Prince  to  convoy  the  Hornet  to  Baltimore  or  New 
York.  If,  however,  she  should  not  be  ready  for  sea  within  a  time 
specified,  then  Captain  Davenport  is  to  place  officers  and  a  crew  on 
board,  who  are  to  navigate  her  to  her  destination.  ♦  *  You  will 
extend  to  Captain  Davenport,  a  copy  of  whose  orders  is  also  herewith 
inclosed,  any  facilities  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  full  and  proper 
compliance  with  them.  It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  business  may  be 
transacted  smoothly  and  without  obstacle  from  any  quarter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr  Robeson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington  y  January  3, 1872.    (Received  Jan  nary  3.) 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  send  herewith  copies  of  my  instractious  to  Captain  Davenport,  and 
accompanying  papers. 

If  yon  have  any  instructions  or  dispatches  to  send  by  the  Congress,  please  send  them 
to  this  Department  to-day,  that  I  may  transmit  them  without  delay  to  Captain  Daven- 
port. 

Yours,  &c., 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON. 


Mr.  Robeson  to  Captain  Darenport. 

Navy  Department, 
lyashingtonj  January  2,  1872. 

Sir  :  The  United  States  steamer  Cong:i*es8,  under  your  command,  being  reported  as 
in  all  respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  sail  without  a  moment's  unnecessary  delay  after 
the  receipt  of  this  order. 

You  win  proceed  with  dispatch  to  Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  where  it  is  supposed  you 
will  find  the  steamer  Hornet  ready,  under  the  agreement  made  between  this  Depart- 
ment and  her  owner,  Mr.  J.  M.  Mayorga,  to  sail  to  some  convenient  port  of  the  Unite<l 
fates. 

Copies  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Mayorga,  and  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy' 
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with  the  assent  and  a^rreement  of  Mr.  Ma.yorga  to  the  terms  and  conditions* thereof, 
under  which  yon  are  to  perform  this  si>ecial  sei'vice,  are  incloded  herewith. 

Yon"  will  observe  and  carry  out  the  teinis  and  times  therein  mentioned,  and  will 
bring  the  vessel  into  such  United  States  i)ort,  either  New  York  or  Baltimore,  as  you 
may  find  most  convenient. 

The  Department  intrusts  this  duty  to  you  with  full  confidence  in  your  ability  and 
discretion. 

You  will,  if  it  be  possible,  on  your  arrival  at  Port  au  Prince,  put  yourself  in  commu- 
nication with  the  diplomatic  representative  of  our  Government  at  that  place,  show 
him  your  orders,  and  obtain  from  him  all  advice  and  assistance  he  can  give  you. 

Yon  are  authorized,  to  insnre  the  carrying  out  of  these  orders,  to  take  such  meas- 
ures, not  contrary  to  the  express  terms  of  the  agreement,  as  you  may  deem  proper, 
putting  officers  and  a  sufficient  force  aboard  the  Hornet  if  necessary. 

You  will,  of  course,  permit  no  interference  with  or  insult  to  the  flag  in  your  presence, 
and  when  you  have  taken  general  or  special  charge  of  the  Hornet,  you  will  under  no 
circumstances  allow  any  interference  by  the  representative  of  any  other  power. 

On  your  arrival  in  the  United  States  with  your  convoy,  telegraph  to  the  Depart- 
ment immediately,  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness  for  such  further  orders  as  may  be 
sent  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON. 


Mr,  Mayorga  to  Mr,  Boheson, 

New  York,  November  29, 1871. 

Sir:  I  beg  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  information  from  Port  an 
Prince,  Hayti,  to  the  effect  that  my  steamer  Hornet  is  closely  watched  and  blockaded 
by  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  whose  officers  have  openly  threatened  to  seize  her  as  soon  as 
she  leaves  said  port.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  as  it  now  becomes  necessary  in 
the  way  of  husiuees  for  that  vessel  to  leave  said  port  and  to  enter  upon  another  voyage, 
I  am  compelled  t-o  make  you  Known  of  the  fact,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  is 
olarment,  and  iutlicts  the  pame  injury  as  an  actual  seizure  of  the  vessel,  since  it  being 
prevented  from  leaving  said  port,  the  becomes  useless  for  trade,  a'ud  entails,  besides, 
making  great  and  profitless  expenses. 

I  must,  therefore,  respectfully  request  you  to  inform  me  at  an  early  day  whether  I 
can  rely  on  the  protection  of  the  American  Navy  to  enable  the  Hornet  to  leave  Port  an 
Prince,  or  whether,  such  protection  being  refused,  I  am  to  be  thrown  on  my  next  and 
only  available  resource  of  giving  up  the  vessel  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
standing  on  my  rights  as  au  American  citizen  for  the  enforcement  of  my  claim  for 
damages  against  Spain. 

Trosting  your  honor  will  not  misconstrue  my  expressions,  I  mean  no  threatening  nor 
disrespectful  language.  But  your  honor  will  readily  perceive  the  situation  I  am  in, 
and  being  under  the  apprehension  of  great  pecuniary  loss,  I  desire  to  know  what  is  the 
ttatu9  of  my  interest  before  the  government  so  as  to  guide  my  action. 

It  seems  to  me  impossible  that  the  United  States  Government  can  allow  this  state  of 
things  to  continue.  The  Spaniards,  by  abstaining  from  an  actual  seizure  of  my  vessel, 
seek  to  <*hule  the  intertoreuce  of  the  United  States  Government;  by  blockading  her 
they  inflict  the  same,  if  not,  as  it  may  turn  out,  a  greater  injury.  If  this  has  no  redress, 
it  will  bo  to  my  advantage  to  abandon  the  vessel.  An  early  reply  will  oblige,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  MAYORGA. 


Mr.Bobeson  to  Mr.  Mayor ga. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  December  21,  1H71. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  November,  in  regard  to  the  steamer  Hornet, 
and  your  perHonal  representations  upon  the  same  subject-matter,  to  the  effect  that  your 
only  wish  is  that  the  vessel  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  a  peaceful  and  lawful  voyage 
to  the  United  States,  but  that  you  are  fearful  of  her  seizure  by  Spanish  cruisers  in  the 
event  of  her  attempting  such  voyage,  1  beg  to  say  that  while  the  Department 
is  not  abhs  with  the  means  at  its  command,  nor  willing,  as  a  matter  of  public  duty,  to 
detail  a  naval  vessel  merely  for  the  purpose  of  standing  guard  over  and  protecting  your 
ship  on  all  occasions  and  under  all  circuuistances  when  you  may  conceive  her  to  he  in 
danger,  yet,  as  you  represent  her  now  to  bo  in  eflect  blockade<l  in  the  harbor  of  Port 
au  Prince,  I  am  willing,  if  you  are  also  willing  and  consent  to  such  action,  to  send  a 
United  States  vessel  oi  war  to  Port  au  Prince  to  bring  your  steamer  Hornet  out  of  the 
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harbor,  and  into  some  convenient  port  of  the  United  States,  either  Baltimore  or  New 
York,  an  the  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  may  find  mosc  convenient :  provided 
yonr  ship  will  be  ready  to  sail  from  Port  au  Prince  in  twenty-five  days  from  tnis  date, 
and  the  United  States  vessel  be  not  detained  in  that  port  on  this  duty  more  than  three 
days  beyond  that  time,  it  being  understood  and  agreed  that  if  the  Hornet  be  not  in  all 
respects  ready  for  sea  at  the  date  last  mentioned,  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
ship  shall  be  authorized  to  put  a  sufficient  number  of  men  and  officers  on  board  of  her, 
and  himself  to  brin^  her  to  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  and  that  in  any  event  the 
Hornet  shall  be  at  all  times,  during  the  voyage  from  Port  au  Prince,  and  until  she  is 
brought  into  the  United  States  harbor  as  aforesaid,  under  the  general  direction  and  con- 
trol of  the  officer  commanding  the  United  States  ship  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the 
United  States  to  assume  no  marine  risks,  however.  This  proposition  is  made  to  give 
you  direct  and  actual  relief  from  the  situation  in  which  you  claim  you  are  placed,  and 
to  remove  your  ship  from  its  present  position  as  a  possible  cause  of  irritation  between 
the  United  States  and  any  other  power,  but  is  in  no  way  to  operate  as  any  release  to 
the  Hornet  or  her  owners  from  any  obligations  or  liabilities  to  which  she  or  they  may 
be  legally  subject  or  liable  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere. 
Yours,  &c., 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON. 

I  hereby  agree  and  assent  to  this  proposition^  and  all  the  terms  and  conditions 
thereof. 

J.  M.  MAYORGA. 
Degembbb  21, 1871. 


No.  210. 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Extract.] 

No.  107.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Hayt%  Jan.  17, 1872.    (Received  Feb.  5.) 

Sib  :  Captain  H.  K.  Davenport,  of  the  United  States  war  steamer 
*Oongress,  came  into  this  port  on  Sunday,  the  14th  instant^  and  on  the 
following  morning,  having  exchanged  the  customary  national  salutes 
with  the  authorities  of  the  port,  he  called  at  the  legation  office  and 
handed  me  your  dispatch.  No.  90,  of  the  3d  instant.  (Your  Nos.  86,  87, 
88,  and  89  not  yet  received.)  From  this  dispatch  and  its  several  inclo- 
sures  I  learned  the  nature  of  Captain  Davenport's  mission  here.  We 
had  free  and  full  conversation  in  relation  to  the  Hornet,  and  during  the 
day  we  called  together  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  President.  His  excel- 
lency adjourned  his  cabinet  meeting  to  receive  us,  and  was  very  cordial 
toward  us  in  all  respects.  Both  he  and  his  ministers,  who  were  all 
ipresent,  appeared  greatly  satisfied  with  Captain  Davenport's  informa- 
ition  to  them  that  he  had  come  here  expressly  to  convoy  the  Hornet  to 
•the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  following  day  Captain  Davenport  handed  me  a  dispatch,  fin- 
^closure  A,)  in  which,  covering  some  of  the  points  that  we  had  freely  ois- 
«cussed  at  our  interview,  he  solicited  certain  information,  and  unfolded 
>the  plan  which  he  thought  to  adopt  in  fulfilling  his  instructions  in  regard 
»to  the  Hornet.  Inclosure  B  is  my  reply,  in  which  the  required  informa- 
ition  is  stated,  and  in  which  1  take  occasion  to  express  my  approval  of 
his  purpose  to  place  on  board  of  the  Hornet  an  officer  to  represent  him 
in  case  of  need  during  her  voyage,  and  to  convoy  her  to  Baltimore 
irather  than  to  New  York.  ♦  •  •  *  • 

It  happened  also,  yesterday,  while  Captain  Davenport  and  myself 
were  in  conference  at  the  legation.  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg6 
d'affaires  called  on  me,  partly  to  return  a  visit  of  Captain  Davenport  and 
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myself  at  his  legation,  and  partly  to  introduce  to  me  Seiior  Pedrorena, 
the  Spanish  consul  and  charg6  d'affaires,  who  has  just  arrived  here  from 
Madrid  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  recall  of  Senor  Oliveira. 
Senor  Pedrorena  manifested  neither  surprise  nor  interest  in  Captain 
Davenport's  statement  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  convoying  the  Hor- 
net to  the  United  States. 

In  your  No.  90  you  express  the  hope  that  the  whole  mission  of  the 
Congress  here  may  be  transacted  smoothly,  and  without  obstacle  from 
any  quarter.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  the  details  of  this 
mission,  up  to  this  moment  of  the  departure  of  the  Hornet  and  the  Con- 
gress, have  been,  under  the  judicious  discretion  of  Captain  Davenport, 
worked  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  entirely  acceptable  to  every  one  here. 
I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


[InoloBure  A  in  No.  107.] 

Captain  Davenport  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

United  States  Steamer  Congress,  (2d  rate,) 

Port  au  PrincCf  January  16, 1872. 
Sir  :  As  yoa  are  aware  of  the  cause  of  my  presence  here,  having  seen  my  orders,  as 
well  as  being  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  them  furnished  by  the  State  Department,  I 
wiU  thank  you  to  give  me  all  the  information  in  your  power  touching  the  movements 
of  the  Spanish  vessels  of  war  which  have  maintained  a  ^*  quasi ''  state  of  blockade  of 
the  steamer  Hornet  at  thid  port. 
When  did  they  raise  the  blockade,  and  what  were  the  circumstances  f 
In  view  of  the  changed  state  of  affairs,  the  withdrawal  of  the  Spanish  cruisers  from 
this  harbor  since  my  instructions  were  issued,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  ^uard  against 
the  contingency  of  the  Hornet  falling  in  with  a  Spanish  cruiser  after  leaving  this  port, 
to  convoy  oer  to  Baltimore,  and  thence  notify  the  Department  of  my  action. 

If  yon  have  any  suggestions  or  counsel  to  give  me  in  the  premises,  I  will  thank  you 
to  do  so,  as  suggested  bv  Mr.  Robeson  in  my  letter  of  instructions. 

I  propose  to  sail  on  Thursday  morning,  the  18th,  at  early  daylight,  and  wiU  be  happy 
to  take  charge  of  any  letters,  &c.,  which  you  may  desire  to  send. 
I  am,  &o., 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 

Captain  Commanding  Congress, 


[iDcloeure  B  in  No.  107.] 

Mr,  Bassett  to  Captain  Davenport. 

Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Port  au  Prinoej  Januaiy  16,  1872. 
Sir:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date,  in  which ^ 
referring  to  the  steamer  Hornet,  you  do  me  the  honor  to  ask  information  as  to  the 
departure  of  the  Spanish  men-of-war  that  have  so  long  maintained  a  quasi  state  of 
blockade  of  that  steamer  here,  defining  your  purpose  to  convoy  her  to  Baltimore,  and 
ask  me  also  for  any  suggestion  which  I  may  have  to  make  in  this  regard,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  during  the  night  of  the  1st  instant  a  Spanish  man-of-war  came  into 
this  harbor,  and,  after  having  communicated  with  the  Churruca,  the  Spanish  gun-boat 
then  and  for  some  months  previously  here  watching  the  Hornet,  immediately  put  to 
sea.  The  Churruca  herself  left  these  waters  abruptly  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant, 
thus  freeing  us  from  the  presence  of  Spanish  men-of-war  in  this  harbor  for  the  first 
time  in  more  than  eleven  months.  #  »  #  « 

I  am,  &c,.  T 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSElglC 
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No.  211. 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fink. 

[Extract.] 

No.  119.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  an  Prince^  Haytij  March  25,  1872.    (Received  April  17.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  United  States  war-steamer 
Nautasket  cast  anchor  in  this  harbor  on  the  14th,  and  left  for  Santiago 
de  Cuba  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  her  returning  to  anchorage  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  but  soon  learned  that  on  her  passage  out  of  this  bay  she  was 
hailed  by  a  boat  carrying  the  American  flag.  It  proved  that  this  boat 
contained  Mr.  Gustave  Jastram,  our  vice-commercial  agent  at  Saint  Marc, 
who  gave  information  that  he  had  been  driven  from  his  post  of  duty  by 
armed  violence,  and  that  he  had  come  to  Port  au  Prince  to  lay  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  in  his  case  before  me.  This  statement,  which  will 
presently  appear,  was  of  such  a  nature  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  for 
me  to  repair  to  Saint  Marc  to  investigate  all  the  occurrences  and  circum- 
stances that  Mr.  Jastram  had  complained  of,  and  make  such  represen- 
tations to  the  President  and  his  ministers,  who  were  reported  to  be  at 
that  point,  as  the  result  might  warrant. 

The  officials  at  Saint  Marc  seeming  to  realize  at  last  the  seriousness  of 
the  steps  they  had  taken  with  Mr.  Jastram,  hurried  off  dispatches  by 
land  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  here,  with  the  apparent  purpose 
of  getting  their  statements  before  him  in  advance  of  any  others  which 
might  be  off'ered.  Early  the  next  morning,  almost  before  the  usual 
business  hour,  he  addressed  me  a  dispatch  (see  inclosure  A)  intimat- 
ing that,  as  the  sole  representative  of  the  Government  here  for  the  time, 
he  was  prepared  to  give  me  all  information  of  the  affair  at  Saint  Marc.  I 
went  to  him  and  heard  his  version  of  the  occurrences,  which  was  appar- 
ently intended  to  shield  the  officials  of  his  government  from  all  blame 
in  the  matter.  I  frankly  told  him  that  his  statement  was  quite  at  vari- 
ance with  others  which  I  had  heard,  and  struck  me  as  an  additional 
reason  for  my  proposed  visit  to  Saint  Marc. 

Captain  Carpenter  approved  of  my  view  of  the  desirability  of  visiting 
Saint  Marc  for  the  purpose  indicated,  and  we  weighed  anchor  for  that 
port,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Jastram,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 
We  reached  Saint  Marc  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  and  invited 
the  highest  government  official  whom  we  found  there  to  join  us  in  our 
investigation,  but  he  haughtily  refused  to  have  anything  to  say  on  the 
subject.  We,  however,  received  the  testimony  of  Mr.  De  Lande, 
English  vice  consul,  Mr.  Lota,  French  vice-consul,  and  other  disin- 
terested and  competent  persons.  These  statements,  which  substan- 
tially agree  with  Mr.  Jastram's,  are  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Jastram  and 
Mr.  De  Lande  were  sent  for  about  1  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th  instant,  by  a  Haytian  family  named  Batraville,  with  whom  they 
both  had  business  relations;  that,  supposing  that  their  presence  was 
needed  for  some  business  affair,  they  went  to  the  house  of  this  family, 
and  were  surprised  to  find  about  the  premises  numerous  armed  men, 
who  seemed  to  be  there  on  some  mission  unfriendly  to  the  Batravilles ; 
that  on  being  appealed  to  by  General  Batraville,  ain^,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country,  for  protection,  they  both  stated  to  him  that 
they  could  not,  under  the  circumstances,  render  him  any  assistance 
whatever,  and  then  left  the  premises ;  that  shortly  after  their  arrival  at 
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the  office  of  Mr.  Jastrani  they  saw  Geueral  Batraville,  in  company,  with 
another  man,  walking  toward  them,  but  supposing  that  lie  might  be 
under  arrest,  and  not  wishing  to  witness  the  scene  or  be  again  appealed 
to,  they  both  turned  and  walked  toward  the  back  part  of  the  office ; 
that  on  passing  the  office  Batraville  called  out  to  Jastram,  saying  he 
wished  to  hand  him  a  letter  for  his  wife,  and  on  stepping  forward  U)  do 
this  he  rushed  past  Jastram  and  De  Lande,  through  the  consular  office, 
under  the  idea  that  he  could  claim  protection  as  a  political  refugee ; 
that  thereupon  the  person  in  company  with  Batraville  attempted  to 
seize  him,  but  after  having  pursued  him  through  the  office,  Jastram 
took  him  by  his  coat  to  prevent  further  pursuit,  and  ordered  him  to  quit 
the  premises,  which  he  did,  but  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  a  body 
of  some  twenty  armed  men,  who,  without  showing  any  authority  for  his 
arrest,  immediately  seized  Jastram,  and  with  violence  dragged  him  into 
the  street,  a  distance  of  some  rods,  when  Mr.  Lota,  the  French  vipe- 
eousul,  who  had  been  sent  for  by  Mr.  Jastram,  appeared  on  the  scene, 
and,  joining  his  protestations  with  those  of  the  British  vice-consul,  suc- 
ceeded in  persuading  the  armed  men  to  desist  from  their  loudly-declared 
purpose  to  drag  Jastram  to  prison  ;  that  afterwards  other  Haytian  offi- 
cials, among  them  the  minister  of  justice,  came  to  Jastram's  office  and 
demanded  that  Batraville  be  delivered  up ;  that  this  was  also  requested 
in  a  written  dispatch  from  the  commander  of  the  department;  that  to 
these  demands  Jastram  replied,  that,  placing  himself  upon  a  recognized 
custom  of  the  country,  he  would  prefer  to  delay  Batraville's  surrender 
until  he  could  get  instructions  from  the  legation ;  that  armed  men  then 
entered  Jastram's  premises  and  took  Batraville  by  force  therefrom  ;  that 
during  all  these  proceedings  a  large  number  of  persons  congregated  in 
the  vicinity,  and  very  abusive  language  was  used  by  some  of  the  gov- 
ernment officials  and  others  against  Jastram  and  his  colleagues;  and 
that  Mr.  Lota  felt  himself  so  outraged  at  the  proceedings  which  he  had 
witnessed  against  Jastram  that  he  struck  his  flag  and  resigned  his 
office. 

Enclosure  B  is  Mr.  Jastram's  report  of  the  proceedings ;  inclosure  0 
my  reply  to  him  ;  and  the  declarations  of  the  English  and  French  vice- 
consuls  are  marked  D  and  £. 

•  «••••« 

This  morning,  after  free  and  ample  consultation  with  Captain  Caqjen- 
ter,  whose  careful  opinion  and  discreet  judgnient  1  have  sought,  and 
who  has  advised  me  at  every  step  in  this  afiair,  we  called  upon  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  make  known  to  him  the  result  of  our 
investigations,  and  lay  before  him  our  impression  of  the  bearing  of  the 
facts  developed.  He  received  us  with  courtesy,  and  said  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  make  a  fresh  investigation  with  reference  to  the 
statements  which  I  made  to  him.  We  thereupon  retired,  and  I  subse- 
quently sent  to  him  a  dispatch,  (inclosure  F,)  in  which  I  reiterate  what 
I  said  verbally  at  our  interview,  by  informing  him  that,  without  touch- 
ing at  all  upon  the  question  of  the  right  of  asylum  to  political  refugees 
in  our  consulates,  and  without  anticipating  any  construction  which  he 
may  put  upon  the  actual  occurrences,  I  feel  that  a  wrong  has  been 
done  by  the  forcible  arrest  of  Mr.  Jastram  in  his  consular  office  by  an 
armed  band  of  men  under  command  of  a  Haytian  officer,  without  due 
process  of  law,  and  that  I  feel  this  all  the  more  because  such  a  proceed- 
ing has  never  before  been  ventured  upon  toward  any  duly  recognized 
consular  officer  in  the  Haytian  Kepublic.  As  the  case  seems  to  demand 
some  notice  at  our  hands,  1  call  upon  the  minister  to  give  as  a  repara- 
tion :  (1)  the  making  of  the  officials  who  took  part  in  the  case  sensible 


266  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

of  the  displeasure  of  their  government ;  (2)  a  suitable  apology  to  this 
legation ;  (3)  a  guarantee  that  in  future  no  consular  officer  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  molested  by  any  Haytian  authority  without  due  process 
of  law ;  and  I  suggest  to  him  that,  as  a  public  testimony  of  the  good 
disposition  of  his  government  in  the  case,  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns 
be  fired  for  the  American  flag.  This  last  suggestion  I  felt  it  necessary 
to  make,  because  the  affair,  having  attra<;ted  great'  public  attention,  I 
know  this  salute  would  impress  the  public  feeling  of  these  peculiar  peo- 
ple with  more  respect  for  our  flag  in  the  future,  and  because  I  firmly 
believe  that  the  proceedings  which  they  have  taken  toward  Mr.  Jas- 
tram  would  never  have  been  taken  toward  a  consular  officer  of  any 
other  power  represented  here.  It  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this 
republic  that  they  have  ever  been  ventured  upon. 

A  word  frankly  spoken,  if  you  will  permit  it,  on  the  question  of  the 
right  of  as5  lum  to  political  refugees  in  our  consulates,  is  due  to  Mr.  Jas- 
tram  if  not  to  myself.  I  have  never  been  unmindful  of  your  instruc- 
tions No.  24,  of  December  16,  1869,  and  No.  32,  of  February  4,  1870, 
relating  to  this  subject.  But  I  have  not  passed  the  views  therein  ex- 
pressed to  our  sub-consulates  here,  because  the  instructions  did  not 
direct  me  to  do  so,  because  no  occasion  had  arisen  before  this  one  at 
Saint  Marc,  nor  did  we  anticipate  one  so  soon  or  so  sudden,  for  any 
allusion  to  the  subject  since  the  receipt  of  those  dispatches,  and  because 
I  knew  that  some  of  our  consular  officers  were  in  direct  communication 
with  the  Department. 

Mr.  Jastram,  therefore,  ignorant  of  these  instructions,  acted  in  the 
matter  as  his  predecessors  and  his  colleagues  had  acted  in  like  cases, 
and  in  this  placed  himself  upon  the  instructions  of  consular  regulations, 
pages  23  and  24. 


I  am,  &c., 


EDWARD  D.  BASSETT. 


[Inclofture  A  in  Xo.  119. — Translataon.l 

Mr.  EtUart  to  Mr,  BasseU. 

Department  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Port  au  Prince,  March  22, 1872. 
Mr.  Minister  :  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  a  protest,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Jas* 
tram,  residiog  at  Saint  Marc,  has  been  addressed  to  you. 

In  the  ndme  of  my  government,  which  I  represent  at  the  capital,  I  am  ready  to  give 
you  aU  desirable  information  on  the  subject  of  this  protest. 

Be  pleased,  I  pray  you,  Mr.  Minister,  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  .of  my  very 
high  consideration. 

L.  ETHfiABT. 


rindosore  B  in  No.  119. J 

Mr,  Jastram  to  Mr,  Bassett, 

Port  au  Prince,  March  21, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  20th  instant  I  was  called  upon  by 
a  messenger  from  Madame  Batraville,  a1n6,  with  whom  I  am  in  commercial  relations, 
asking  me  to  call  at  her  residence  without  delay.  I  arrived  immediately,  and  found 
her  house  surrounded  by  a  military  force,  and  asked  to  see  said  Madame  Batraville, 
which  was  accorded.  I  went  up  stairs,  and  met  there  Mr.  De  Laude,  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  vice-consul,  in  company  with  General  Batraville,  aln^,  who  addressed  me 
these  words,  "See  my  position,"  to  which  both  Mr.  De  Lande  and  myself  replied  that 
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we  were  not  in  a  position  to  protect  biin.  We  then  retired  from  the  residence  of  the 
said  Batraville,  it  being  then  business  hours,  and  proceeded  together  to  m;^  office. 
Shortly  after  said  Batraville,  aln6,  appeared  before  my  store,  and  coming  towards  me 
entered  my  consular  office,  and  claimed,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  protection  of  the 
American  flag.  Following  the  example  of  my  predecessors  and  colleagues  under  the 
same  circumstances,  I  accorded  freely  such  protection  as  my  consular  office  afforded. 
I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  another  man,  who,  I  believe,  accompanied  through 
the  streets  to  my  office  the  above-named  refugee,  and  under  whose  protection  it 
appeared  to  me  he  came  there — since,  if  he  was  conducting  Batraville  to  prison,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  come  through  my  street — immediately  thereafter  claimed  of  me  the 
surrender  of  the  aforesaid  refugee  Batraville,  aln^.  This  I  refused  to  do  without 
first  communicating  the  facts  to  you  and  hearing  your  decision  on  the  case.  After 
repeated  threats  and  menaces  against  my  person  and  flag,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
insist  that  this  man  should  leave  my  premises,  threatening  to  treat  him  as  a  tres- 
passer. He  retired,  but  immediately  returned  in  command  of  a  file  of  soldiers,  and 
after  again  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  refugee,  and  my  again  refusing  to  sur- 
sender  him,  this  armed  mob  forcibly  entered  my  office,  seized  me  with  violence,  and 
dragged  me  therefrom  to  and  through  the  public  streets,  leveling  at  me  their  loaded 
rifles,  without  showing  any  order  or  authority  for  my  arrest.  I  protested  against  these 
indignities  on  my  person  and  flag,  but  it  was  of  no  avail.  Mr.  Lota,  the  French  vice- 
consul,  who  was  sent  for  by  me,  and  who  was  proceeding  to  my  office,  met  me  in  the 
undignified  position  above  related.  He  expostulated,  remonstrated,  and  protested 
against  the  indignities  to  which  I  had  been  and  was  still  subjected,  and  it  was  only 
aner  my  colleague  actually  rescued  me  from  their  hands  that  I  was  allowed  under  his 
protection  to  return  to  my  consular  office.  On  arriving  there  a  letter  was  handed  to 
me  from  the  commandant  of  the  department  No.  39,  which  I  inclose  herewith,  demand- 
ing— after  he  must  have  known  of  my  own  arrest— the  surrender  of  Batraville,  atn4. 
I  did  not  reply  to  this  letter,  because  I  was  suffering  from  nervous  excitement,  caused 
by  my  ill  treatment.  Shortly  after,  the  "  assembl^o  g^n^rale  "  was  beaten  and  all  the 
citizens  were  under  arms  and  surrounded  my  office.    Then  the  secretary   of  state  for 

i'ustice  called  and  requested  me  to  surrender  the  above  refugee.  I  replied  to  him  as  I 
lad  replied  to  others  hefore  him,  that  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  deliver  up  a  refugee 
without  first  communicating  with  and  receiving  instructions  from  your  legation. 
Upon  this  refusal  the  secretary  ordered  the  general  of  the  arrondissement,  then  present, 
to  search  the  premises  and  arrest  the  man,  which,  notwithstanding  my  formal  protest, 
was  successfully  accomplished  in  true  Haytian  fashion  by  an  unruly  soldiery  in  pres- 
of  the  French  vice-consul. 

I  must  also  inform  you  that,  during  the  time  the  above  fects  occurred,  my  consular 
office  was  surrounded  by  armed  men,  and  that  the  general  of  the  arrondissement,  after 
having  made  threats  against  the  British  and  French  vice-consuls  and  myself,  ordered 
his  soldiers  to  load  arms  and  threatened  to  fire  upon  us.  He  was  only  prevented  by 
General  Mentor  Nicolas,  ex -commandant  of  the  arrondissement,  who  told  him  that  in 
acting  thus  he  violated  not  only  the  laws  of  nations,  but  Haytian  laws,  and  advised 
him  to  be  more  prudent.  Immediately  thereafter  I  forwarded  to  the  commandant  of 
the  arrondissement  a  written  protest  against  the  violation  of  my  premises  by  Haytian 
soldiers  and  insult  to  the  flag. 

These  indignities  decided  me,  Mr.  Minister,  to  leave  my  post  of  duty  immediately, 
to  communicate  with  you,  as  it  seemed  to  me  that  our  flag  cannot  again  float  with 
honor  until  it  be  fully  vindicated. 

The  French  and  British  vice-consuls,  who  showed  me  much  sympathy  and  attention, 
communicated  the  facts  of  my  arrest  and  the  violation  of  my  consulate  to  their  respect- 
ive charges  d'affaires.  The  French  vice-consul,  Mr.  Lota,  had  struck  his  flag  on  my 
departure  from  Saint  Marc. 

The  archives  are  under  seal,  as  also  my  place  of  business,  being  a  commission  mer- 
chant, and  having  American  interests  under  my  care. 
I  am,  ^k^,f 

G.  JASTRAM, 
United  States  Vce-oommercial  Agent  at  Saint  Marc. 


rWlth  ioolosnre  B  in  No.  119.— Translation.] 

Mr,  Jean  to  Mr,  Jaetram, 
Liberty.  Equality. 

No.  39.]  Republic  op  Hayti,  Saint  Marc,  March  20, 1872, 

Gdth  year  of  independence, 

AcouNE  Jbax,  Major-Generaly  commmanding  the  Department  of  the  Artibonite: 


med  m>m 


268  FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

the  hands  of  the  authorities,  and  has  taken  refuge  in  the  American  consulate,  where  he 
is  at  the  present  moment. 

In  the  name  of  pnhlic  order,  gravely  menaced  in  the  country,  we  invite  you,  Mr. 
Consul,  to  surrender  the  citizen. 

Knowing  the  interest  that  you  have,  as  well  as  we,  to  see  the  tranquillity  of  Hayti, 
we  have  the  firm  conviction  that  you  will  accede  to  our  demand. 

In  this  hope  I  renew  to  von  the  assurance  of  mv  high  consideration. 

ACOUNE  JEAN. 


[IncloBure  C  in  No.  119. J 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr,  Jastram. 

United  States  Legation, 

Fort  au  Prince,  March  22,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  in  which  you  detail 
certain  unpleasant  proceedings  that  were  taken  at  Saint  Marc  on  the  20th  instant,  in 
reference  to  yourself,  by  persons  in  the  service  of  the  Ilaytian  government.  I  have 
read  with  painful  interest  all  the  statements  with  which  you  favor  me. 

Whether  or  not  Articles  IV  and  V  of  the  consular  regulations,  in  view  of  the  privi- 
leges and  powers  exercised  by  consular  officers  of  other  nationalities  represented  here, 
would  afford  a  color  of  justification  for  your  action  in  resisting  the  forcible  arrest  of 
the  man  Batraville,  alnd,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  your  consular  office,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss.  Suffice  it  to  say,  on  this  point,  that  our  Government  will  not  sanction 
any  resistance  by  its  consular  officers  in  this  republic  to  the  arrest  by  the  authorities, 
for  the  time  being,  of  any  persons  who  may  take  refuge  in  its  consulates  here. 

From  your  representations  I  am  pained  to  learn  that  persons  in  authority  under  the 
Ilaytian  government  used  what  seems  to  me  uniustifiable,  unlawful  force  and  vio- 
lence upon  your  person — a  proceeding  which  I  think  the  officers  of  this  republic  never 
before  ventured  to  take  under  like  circumstances  toward  any  acknowledged  consular 
officer  here. 

I  have  conferred  with  Captain  C.  C.  Carpenter,  commander  of  the  United  States  war 
steamer  Nantasket,  in  reference  especially  to  this  point  of  your  dispatch,  and  it  has 
been  decided  that  I  shall  proceed  to  Saint  Marc  on  the  Nantasket,  to  make  there  a  full 
and  impartial  investigation  into  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case.  I  expect 
to  have  the  opportunity,  in  the  course  of  my  investigation,  of  communicating  with 
President  Laget  and  three  of  his  four  ministers  of  state,  all  of  whom  are  said  now  to 
be  at  Saint  Marc. 

Please  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  accompany  me  to  Saint  Marc  on  the  Nantasket, 
which  will  leave  this  evening. 
I  am,  &c.f 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


(Inclosure  D  in  No.  119.1 

Commercial  Agency  op  the  United  States, 

Saint  Marc,  Hayti,  March  23,  1872. 
John  Alexander  de  Lande,  esquire,  British  vice-consul  for  the  port  of  Saint  Marc, 
declares  that,  on  Wednesday,  the  20th  instant,  at  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  he  was  requested 
by  several  bearers  from  Madame  Batraville  to  wait  on  her  at  her  residence;  that  sup- 
posing she  required  him  on  business  he  repaired  there,  and  found  the  house,  to  bis  sur- 
prise, surrounded  by  soldiers ;  that  permission  being  granted  him  to  enter  he  went  up 
stairs  and  saw  General  Batraville,  ain^,  who  said  to  him,  "  See  my  position,"  to  which 
the  undersigned  replied  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  said  Batraville  any 
protection ;  that  at  about  this  point  Mr.  Gustavo  Jastram,  the  United  States  vice-com- 
mercial agent,  appeared  and  was  appealed  to  by  Batraville  in  the  same  language,  and 
was  replied  to  in  the  same  way  as  by  the  undersigned ;  that,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Jas- 
tram, the  undersigned  retired  and  gained  the  United  States  commercial  agency,  where 
shortly  after  he  observed  the  aforesaid  Batraville,  under  escort  of  an  officer,  coming 
down  the  street,  and,  not  desirous  of  seeing  the  men,  retired  within  the  store,  when 
suddenly  he  heard  a  rush,  and  saw  the  said  Batraville  running  into  the  consulate  for 
protection  and  pursued  by  the  officer  in  whose  charge  the  undersigned  supposed  he 
was;  that  Mr.  Jastram  then  told  the  officer  to  respect  his  house,  but  the  officer  insisted 
to  have  the  man,  using  violent  epithets  against  the  United  States  vice-commercial 
agent  and  the  undersigned ;  that  the  officer,  gathering  his  soldiers,  ordered  them  to 
enter  and  take  the  said  Batraville  by  force ;  that  upon  this  Mr.  Jastram  protested 
against  the  violation  of  his  consulate,  when  he  (Mr.  Jastram)  was  violently  assailed 

o 
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by  tlie  officer  nud  his  soldiers,  dragged  from^he  consulate  to  and  down  the  street,  and 
was  only  released  from  the  mob  by  the  commander  of  the  arrondissement,  who  ap- 
peared at  the  moment;  that  the  undersigned  was  then  joined  by  Monsieur  Lota, 
the  vice-consul  of  France,  who  used  his  best  efforts  to  appease  matters,  and  requested 
the  authorities,  before  further  attempting  to  violate  the  American  consulate,  to  try  the 
effect  of  diplomacy  by  addressing  the  Uuited  States  minister  at  Port  au  Prince ;  which, 
however,  Minister  Rameau,  who  had  by  this  time  arrived,  and  met  the  undersigned  at 
the  United  States  consulate,  refused  to  accede  to,  stating  that  he  knew  his  business  ; 
that  thereupon  the  undersigned  left  and  returned  to  his  house,  where  he  heard  shortly 
after  that  the  American  consulate  had  been  violated  a  second  time  and  Batraville 
taken  out. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  John  Alexander  de  Lande  hath  hereunto  subscribed 
his  name. 

J.  A.  DE  LANDE, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Vice-Consul. 


(Inclosnre  E  in  No.  119.— Tranalaiion  ] 

•  Mr.  Lota  to  Mr,  Basaeii. 

Statement  of  Mr.  I.  B.  Lota,  consular  agent  of  France  for  the  port  of  Saint  Marc, 
Hayti,  made  at  the  United  States  commercial  agency  at  that  port  March  23,  1872. 

Mr.  I.  B.  Lota,  consular  agent  of  France  for  the  port  of  Saint  Marc,  deposes  as  fol- 
lows : 

On  Wednesday,  the  20th  day  of  March,  1872,  I  was  requested  by  Mr.  Gustave  Jas- 
tram,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States,  to  come  to  his  agency.  I  hastened  to  respond 
to  his  call,  and  found  him  surrounded  by  a  band  of  armed  men,  two  of  whom  held  his 
arms  and  were  dragging  him  in  the  streets  to  conduct  him  to  prison.  I  appealed  to 
the  officer,  commanding  the  detachment,  to  allow  Mr.  Jastram  to  return  to  his  agency, 
which  request  the  officer,  after  some  hesitation,  acceded  to.  Later,  I  was  present  at 
the  arrest  of  General  Batraville,  senior,  made  by  some  officers  of  the  government  in  a 
house  said  to  be  occupied  by  Mr.  Martelly. 

In  testimony  of  the  same  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand. 

I.  B.  LOTA, 
Vice-Consnl  of  France  at  Saint  Marc. 


[Inclosure  F  in  No.  119.] 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr,  Eth4art, 

Legation  of  the  UNrrED  States, 

Port  Att  Prince,  March  25, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  made  a  full  aud  impartial  investigation , 
at  Saint  Marc,  4nto  all  the  facte  and  circumstances  attending  the  unpleasant  proceed- 
ings there  on  the  20th  instant,  in  course  of  which  it  was  alleged,  as  I  remarked  to 
you  at  our  interview  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant,  a  refugee  was  forcibly  taken 
from  the  United  States  consular  office  at  that  point,  and  our  consular  officer,  Mr. 
Jaatram,  himself  suffered  violence  at  the  hands  of  persons  in  the  service  of  your 
government.  I  regret  that  I  could  not  receive,  as  I  requested  from  the  highest  func- 
tionary of  your  government,  whom  I  found  at  Saint  Marc,  encouragement  to  avail 
myself  of  any  statement  of  the  affair  which  he  might  have  chosen  to  give  me.  But 
the  English  vice-coqsul,  the  French  vice-consul,  and  other  persons,  who  were  eye- 
witnesses of  the  proceedings,  concur  in  testifying  to  the  assault  upon  Mr.  Jastram.  He 
was  seized,  without  due  process  of  law,  in  the  consular  office  of  the  United  States  at 
Saint  Marc,  by  a  band  of  armed  m^n,  who  were  under  command  of  an  officer  of  your 
government,  and  who  were  by  him  ordered  to  take  Jastram  to  prison.  By  them  he 
(Jastram)  was  dragged  into  and  through  the  public  streets,  and  violent  threats  aud 
insolent  language  directed  against  him  aud  his  colleagues,  the  English  and  French 
vice-consnls,  while  his  premises  were  surrounded  and  menaced  by  this  band  of  armed 
men.  Of  the  substantial  correctness  of  these  statements  I  have  no  doubt.  I  do  not 
propose  to  discuss  with  you  now  the  seizure  and  arrest  of  the  refugee;^  Upon  that 
fact  iteelf  I  decline  to  say  anything  further  at  this  time.  )igitized  byCjOOQlC 
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But  the  assault  and  violence  upon  Mr.  Jastram's  person,  which  are  above  described 
seem  to  nie  to  be  actions  of  a  grave  and  serious  character.  Whatever  construction 
your  government  may  put  upon  these  proceedings,  let  it  be  understood  that  we  our- 
selves feel  and  shall  continue  to  feel  that  we  have  been  aggrieved  by  them;  that  we 
have  just  cause  for  complaint.  Never  before,  as  I  believe,  have  any  officers  in  the 
service  of  the  Haytian  Republic  "ventured  upon  such  conduct  toward  any  duly  acknowl- 
edged consular  officer  of  any  foreign  power  represented  in  Hayti.  I  regret  that  a  be- 
ginning of  such  conduct  should  now  be  taken  against  a  consular  officer  of  the  United 
States. 

It  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  these  proceedings  on  the  part  of  those  in  authority 
under  your  government  should  be  passed  over  without  some  proper  notice.  It  be- 
comes my  duty,  therefore,  to  make  known  to  yon  that  the  reparation  which  I  ask  of 
your  government  for  this  action  on  the  part  of  its  officials  is — 

1.  That  the  persons  in  the  service  of  your  government,  who  took  part  in  the  assau 
and  violence  upon  Mr.  Jastram,  shall  be  at  once  made  sensible  of  the  displeasure  of 
your  government  for  their  action  in  this  particular. 

2.  That  a  suitable  apology  be  made  to  this  legation  for  the  proceedings  complained  of. 

3.  That  a  guarantee  be  given  to  this  legation,  that  in  future  no  consular  officer  of  the 
Unit'Cd  States  shall  be  molested  by  any  Haytian  authority  without  due  process  of  law. 

And  I  would  suggest  that,  as  a  public  t-estimony  to  the  good  disposition  of  your  gov- 
ernment in  the  matt^^r,  a  salute  of  twenty-oae  guns  be  given  to  the  American  flag. 

As  Mr.  Jastram  is  absent  from  his  post  of  duty  iu  consequence  of  this  affair,  and  our 
commercial  interests  at  Saint  Marc  may  be  subjected  to  inconvenience  by  his  absence, 
I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  give  the  subject  your  early  attention. 
I  am.  &-C., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


No.  212. 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  123.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Princ€j  Haytiy  April  8,  1872.    (Received  May  6.) 

Sir:  Recurring  to  my  119  of  the  25th  ultimo,  which  relates  to  oc- 
currences at  Saint  Marc  between  our  consular  oiBftcer  and  the  authori- 
ties there  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  which  covers  sundry  communications 
made  on  the  subject  up  to  that  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  on  infor- 
mation just  received  from  our  consul  at  Cape  Haytian,  that  there  have 
been,  and  are  still,  political  refugees  in  the  English  vice-consulate  at  the 
Cape,  supposed  to  have  been  connected  with  the  insurgents  who  lately 
appeared  there,  and  that  the  English  vice-consul  has,  in  spite  of  the 
repeated  demands  of  the  authorities  for  them,  and  in  spite,  too,  of  the 
very  great  excitement  which  naturally  exists  there  in  reference  to  them, 
steadily  refused  to  deliver  them  up.  1  learn  also,  on  authority  of  equal 
reliance,  that  the  English  vice-consul  at  GonaiVes  was  reported  to  have 
refugees  in  his  consulate,  and  that  the  authorities  thereupon  stationed 
a  guard  at  a  very  respectful  distance  from  his  premises,  but  made  no 
other  demonstrations  against  them. 

These  facts,  viewed  in  connection  with  those  reported  in  my  No.  119, 
might  suggest  the  inquiry  why  these  Haytian  officials  are  so  careful  to 
avoid  collision  with  the  sub-consulates  of  some  other  nationalities,  when, 
at  the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  circumstances,  they  have  proved 
themselves  so  ready  to  dash  upon  our  consular  officer  at  Saint  Marc. 

In  your  No.  32  of  February  4, 1870,  you  instruct  me  that  the  Depart- 
ment expects  me  "to  be  firm  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  our  citizens, 
and  the  dignity  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  Under  this  in- 
struction, which  is  in  perfect  accord  with  my  own  settled  convictions, 
and  in  the  firm  belief  that  if  the  unlawful  proceedings  against  our  con- 
sular officer  at  Saint  Marc  were  to  be  allowed  to  go  unrebuked,  this 
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single  fact  would  create  a  greater  disparity  between  the  consideration 
with  which  these  officials  seem  to  regard  us,  and  that  with  which  they 
appear  to  regard  some  other  nationalities,  than  the  foregoing  state- 
ments indicate,  I  took  and  have  maintained  the  action  reported  in  my 
No.  119. 

It  is  due  to  the  Haytian  government,  however,  to  observe  that  they 
seem  now,  under  my  representations,  disposed  to  look  more  seriously 
upon  the  affair  than  at  first,  and  that  appearances  indicate  that  they 
will  gladly  accede  to  the  terms  I  named  to  them,  as  they  are  stated  in  my 
No.  119,  though  they  ask  for  a  delay  of  a  few  days  until  the  return  of  the 
President.  I  have  exchanged  communications  with  the  government  here 
since  the  date  of  my  No.  119.  But  as  the  packet  by  which  I  send  my 
dispatches  of  this  date  is  on  the  eve  of  departing,  I  cannot  now,  but 
will  at  the  next  opportunity,  forward  this  additional  correspondence  to 
the  Department. 
I  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


No.  213. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bdssett, 

No.  101.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  3,  1872. 
Sib  :  Tour  dispatch  No.  119,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  relative  to  a  signal 
indignity  offered  to  Mr.  Jastram,  the  consular  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Saint  Marc,  by  persons  in  the  service  of  the  government  of 
Hayti,  has  been  received.  The  spirit,  diligence,  and  promptness  shown 
by  you  on  the  occasion  are  approved.  As  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  the  officer  who  trespassed  upon  the  office  of  Mr.  Jastram,  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  Mr.  Batraville,  was  aware  of  the  official  character  of 
the  former,  that  act,  and  the  gross,  causeless,  and  unprovoked  maltreat- 
ment of  Mr.  Jastram  must  be  regarded  as  an  international  grievance. 
You  will  consequently  press  for  due  reparation  from  that  government, 
which  must  at  least  make  the  officer  who  was  guilty  of  the  improper 
conduct  adverted  to  sensible  of  its  displeasure,  and  must  express  to 
this  Government  its  regret  for  the  occurrence. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  214. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

No.  103.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  IG,  1872. 
Sir:  Your  dispatches  numbered  120,122,  and  123  have  been  received. 
For  the  views  of  this  Department  respecting  the  indignity  offered  to 
the  consular  officer  of  the  United  States  at  Saint  Marc,  to  which  you 
revert  in  your  dispatch  No.  123,  you  are  referred  to  my  instruction  No. 
101,  of  the  3d  instant. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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Xo.  215. 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  FM. 

No.  127.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Hayti,  May  1(3,  1872.     (Received  May  29.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  cor- 
respondence with  the  Haytian  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  relation  to 
the  landing  of  a  howitzer  from  the  United  States  war  steamer  Nan- 
tasket  at  Cape  Haytien,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  ultimo.  The 
occurrence  appears  to  have  caused  very  considerable  excitement  at 
Cape  Haytien.  But  the  prompt  explanation  made  to  the  authorities  at 
the  Cape  by  our  consul,  and  by  Captain  Carpenter,  seemed  to  allay  this 
excitement  somewhat. 

When,  however,  the  government  here  received  news  of  the  affair, 
they  seemed,  for  the  moment,  to  catch  inspiration  from  the  excitement 
which  had  just  passed  over  Cape  Haytien,  and  the  minister  hurried  oft* 
a  dispatch  to  me,  (see  inclosure  A.)  in  which  he  relates  the  circum- 
stanc-e,  and  suggests  that  measures  be  taken  to  *'  avoid  the  repetition 
of  an  incident  so  regrettable."  I  promptly  replied  to  him,  (see  inclosure 
B,)  telling  him  that  I  joined  in  the  regret  expressed  by  Captain  Car- 
penter and  Consul  Goutier,  that  the  motive  in  the  landing  of  the  gun 
should  have  been  so  misunderstood,  and  assuring  him  that  I  would 
endeavor  to  have  the  necessary  precautions  taken  to  avoid  a  repetition 
of  the  ''  regrettable  incident."  I  suppose  tha.t  one  cause  of  the  feeling 
exhibited  at  the  landing  of  the  gun,  was  the  fact  that  the  authorities 
seem  to  rest  under  a  constant  fear  of  hostile  movements  against  them 
by  parties  similar  to  the  recent  one  of  General  Cinna  Leconte,  and 
having  a  real  or  fancied  base  of  operation  at  Monte  Christo,  and  other 
points  in  San  Domingo.  Perhaps,  also,  they  thought  it  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  test  our  disposition  in  a  case  in  which  they  might  fancy 
ground  for  complaint  against  us. 
I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


;  [Inclosure  A  in  No.  127.J 

Mr.  Ethiart  to  Mr,  Bassctt, 

Dkpartmkxt  ok  Statk  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Port  an  Prince^  April  27,  lH7'i. 

Mr.  Minister:  The  mail  from  the  iiortli,  which  arrived  this  morning,  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  my  government  a  fact  which  took  place  at  Cape  Haytien,  and  to  which 
I  think  it  necessary  to  call  your  attention. 

Friday,  the  19th  instant,  at  half  past  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  authorities  of 
Cape  Haytien  were  informed  that  a  long-boat,  well  manned,  had  just  landed,  at  thf 
Careenage,  a  howitzer  mounted  on  a  gnu-carriage  Nvith  wheels.  The  captaiu  of  the 
port  of  tliat  city  went  to  the  said  place  and  saw  the  men  of  the  long-boat  re-embark 
the  howitzer,  and  proceed  to  the  Naut:iisket,  the  American  man-of-war  at  anchor  in  tin- 
harbor  of  Cape  Haytien. 

The  commander  of  the  department  of  the  north  hastened  to  give  notice  of  what  had 
just  taken  place  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape  Haytien.  This  latter  official 
in  response  said  that  Commander  Carpenter  of  the  American  steamer  had  no  other  oh- 
ject  in  landing  the  piece  of  artillery  than  to  assure  himself  of  the  time  that  it  would  take 
to  accomplish  this  movement;  that  the  commander  had  no  intention  of  failing  in  a 
proper  regard  toward  the  Haytian  authorities,  and  that  he  would  infinitely  regret  ir 
if  the  fact  should  give  rise  to  any  such  interpretation. 

Now,  while  accepting  favorably  these  explanations,  my  government  nevertheless  fei»ls 
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itself  in  duty  bound  to  relate  to  you  the  circumstances  of  the  landing  of  that  howitzer, 
at  the  port  of  a  city  scarcely  recovered  from  the  emotion  caused  by  the  grave  events 
which  have  just  taken  place  there. 

The  landing  of  that  howitzer  might  have  given  rise  to  some  regrettable  incidents,  as 
the  population  of  Cape  Haytien,  and  the  authorities  of  that  city,  were  entn-ely  igno- 
rant as  to  who  the  parties  were  who  were  engaged  in  that  operation  ;  neither  did  they 
know  in  what  intention  it  was  performed. 

My  government,  Mr.  Minister,  feels  persuaded  that,  in  your  constant  desire  to 
streugtheii  our  good  relations,  you  will  take  all  the  necessary  measures  to  avoid  the 
rep«»tition  of  an  incident  so  regrettable. 

It  is  iu  this  expectation  that  I  have  the  honor,  Mr.  Minister,  to  pray  you  to  accept 
the  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

L.  ETHfiART, 
Secretary  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs., 


[Inclosare  B  in  No.  127.] 

Mr,  Bassett  to  Mr.  Eih4art, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Princ€f  April  29,  1872. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  27th  instant  has  this  moment  reached  me,  and  I  hasten  to 
ackuowledfje  its  receipt. 

In  that  dispatch  you  state,  on  the  information  which  your  government  had  received 
from  Cape  Haytien,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  at  11^  o'clock,  a  boat 
filled  with  men,  and  carrying  a  howitzer,  was  launched  from  the  United  States  war- 
steamer  Nantasket,  then  anchored  in  the  bay  of  the  Cape,  and  that  the  said  boat,  rout- 
ing to  the  Careenage,  landed  the  howitzer,  but  that  the  men,  on  the  approach  of  rha 
commander  of  the  port,  quickly  re-embarked  the  gun  and  hurried  back  to  the  Nan- 
tasket. You  favor  me  with  the  further  statement  that  the  occurrence  became  a  sub- 
ject of  correspondence  between  the  Haytian  authorities  and  the  United  States  cousul 
at  the  Cape.  In  this  correspondence  the  consul  explained  that  the  movement  was 
simply  a  customary  naval  exercise  ;  that  our  naval  commander  not  only  did  not  intend 
by  it  he  slightest  disrespect  to  the  authorities  of  Hayti,  but  that  he  expressed  through 
the  consul  his  very  great  regret  that  the  circumstance  should  have  been  regarded  in  tlie 
least  as  unfriendly  or  (^isrespectful.  You  also  inform  me  that  your  government  has 
favorably  received  this  explanation,  and  express  the  hope  that  I  will  take  such  meas- 
ures as  will  prevent  in  the  future  a  recurrence  of  a  similar  event.  I  thank  you,  Mr. 
Minister,  for  the  information  which  you  are  pleased  thus  to  convey  to  me. 

I  send  herewith  the  dispatch  (see  inclosure  A)  which  the  United  States  consul  ad- 
dressed to  General  Nord  Alexis.  This  dispatch  gives  an  explanation  of  the  atfair  sub- 
stantially as  you  have  stated  it  to  me,  and  in  it  the  consu!  expresses  the  regret  of  the 
naval  commander  at  the  occurrence. 

I  assure  yon,  Mr.  Minister,  that  I  myself  join  in  this  expression  of  regret,  and  I  will 
use  my  best  endeavors  to  the  end  that  a  similar  occurrence  may  not  again  arise. 
I  am,  &,c.f 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


Ko.  216. 
Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr,  Fish. 

Xo.  129.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince  J  Hayti  j  May  16, 1872.  (Received  May  29.) 
Sib:  Referring  to  my  dispatches,  No.  119,  of  the  25th  of  March  last, 
aud  No.  123  of  the  8th  ultimo,  both  relating  to  occurrences  between  the 
United  States  consular  officer  and  the  Haytian  authorities  at  Saint 
Marc,  in  March,  1872, 1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  at  an  interview 
recently  had  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  he  expressed  to  me,  as 
he  said  he  had  expressed  to  the  President  and  his  colleagues  in  cabinet 
meeting,  his  great  regret  at  the  delay  which  had  occurred  in  bringing: 
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the  matter  to  a  coiiclusioD,  charging  this  delay  entirely  upon  the  irreg- 
ularity of  the  mails  and  the  lack  of  ready  inland  communication.  From 
the  statements  which  he  made  to  me  with  much  apparent  earnestness,  I 
judge  that  he  will  in  a  very  few  dayshandme  his  reply  to  my  principal  dis- 
patch on  the  subject.  In  this  view  I  have  concluded  to  delay  until  next 
steamer,  which  is  advertised  to  leave  this  port  for  !New  York  in  about 
two  weeks,  the  sending  forward  of  all  my  correspondence  with  the  gov- 
ernment here  upon  the  subject,  as  I  will  then  probably  be  able  to  for- 
ward it  to  you  all  under  one  cover  and  one  comment. 
I  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


Ko.  217. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

Iso.  105.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  31, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  numbered 
125, 126, 127, 128,  and  129.  It  appears  from  No.  127  that  the  landing  of 
a  howitzer  from  the  United  States  war-steamer  Nantasket  at  Cape  Hay- 
tieri,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  caused  considerable  excitement  at  that  place,  and 
was  the  occasion  of  the  correspondence  between  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  and  yourself,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  that  dispatch.  Your 
note  to  the  minister,  joining  in  the  regret  expressed  by  Captain  Car- 
penter and  Consul  Goutier  that  the  motive  in  landing  the  howitzer 
should  have  been  misunderstood,  and  promising  to  use  your  best  en- 
deavors to  the  end  that  a  similar  occurrence  may  not  again  arise,  is 
approved. 

I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  218. 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  131.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Hayiij  June  10, 1872.  (Eeceived  June  24.) 
Str:  Keferring  to  my  dispatches,  Nos.  119  of  March  25,  123  of  April 
8,  and  129  of  May  16,  1872,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Haytian 
minister  of  foreign^  affairs,  under  dat^  March  27,  addressed  me  a  lengthy 
answer  to  the  dispatch,  (see  inclosure  F  to  ray  No.  119,)  in  which  I  re- 
corded the  grievance  that  was  felt  at  the  proceedings  taken  by  the 
Haytian  authorities  at  Saint  Marc,  on  the  20th  of  March,  against  our  con- 
sular ofl&cer  there,  and  formulated  to  him  the  reparations  which  Ithought 
due  to  us  from  the  Haytian  government.  In  this  answer  (see  accom- 
panying inclosure  No.  1)  the  minister  displays  a  feeling  not  altogether 
conciliatory  in  the  case,  and  gives  a  fair  illustration  of  the  Haytian 
faculty  for  special  pleading.  But  anticipating  the  position  he  would 
assume,  I  had  taken  the  precaution  in  my  dispatch  to  convey  to  him  the 
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idea  that  whatever  construction  he  might  put  upon  iny  statements,  I 
should  remain  satisfied  of  their  substantial  correctness,  and  continue 
to  feel  that  we  had  cause  for  coraphiint. 

Under  date  March  30,  I  replied  (see  inclosure  No.  2)  to  the  minister's 
dispatch,  by  expressing  some  degree  of  surprise  at  his  speculations  upon 
a  point  in  the  case,  upon  which  lie  had  twice  said  to  me  that  he  had  no 
information,  and  by  inclosing  the  statements  of  Messrs  Jastram,  De 
Lande,  and  Lota,  the  consular  officers  of  the  United  States,  Great 
Britain,  and  France,  respectively,  (see  inclosures  B,  D,  and  E  to  my  119.) 

The  minister,  April  3,  sent  me  an  acknowledgment  (see  inclosure  No. 
3)  of  this  dispatch,  admitting  still  again  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  assault  on  Mr.  Jastram,  and  saying  that  as  a  question  had  been 
raised  which  it  became  him  to  investigate,  he  would  prosecute  the  in- 
quiry with  all  expedition,  to  the  end  that  he  might  give  me  early  cogni- 
zance of  the  result. 

Having  waited  under  this  promise  until  a  few  days  after  the  return 
of  the  President  and  the  three  ministers  of  state  who  had  been  with 
him  on  his  tour  in  the  north,  I  wrote  the  minister,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
a  non-official  and  private  letter,  (see  inclosure  No.  4.)  I  intended  this 
letter  to  be  friendly  and  candid  in  tone,  and  to  give  him  an  expression 
of  my  desire  to  see  the  affair  settled,  but  at  the  same  time  to  intimate 
to  him  that  there  would  be  no  receding  from  the  position  which  this 
legation  had  already  taken  in  the  case. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  ultimo,  I  wrote  the  minister  a  dispatch  (see  in- 
closure No.  8)  which  called  to  his  mind  his  repeatedly  expressed  desire 
to  investigate  for  himself  the  circumstances  of  the  affair  complained  of 
at  Saint  Marc,  and  that  although  a  courier  can  pass  between  Port  au 
Prince  and  Saint  Marc  in  one  day,  yet  the  sixty  days  that  had  passed 
since  the  date  of  my  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  March  had  brought  me  no 
reply  thereto.  He  is  again  assured  that  the  assault  on  Mr.  Jastram, 
under  the  circumstaHces  detailed  to  him  in  my  said  dispatch,  was  con- 
ceived to  constitute  an  international  grievance,  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  expect  just  reparation.  And  I  gave 
him  my  impression  that  the  terms  of  reparation  named  in  the  dispatch 
just  alluded  to  would  be  acce[)table  to  that  Government,  and  say  to  him 
that  unless  a  favorable  answer  to  my  demands  be  sent  to  me  within  a 
reasonable  time,  I  shall  feel  obliged,  in  consideration  of  the  sixty  days' 
delay  already  incurred,  to  regard  further  unreasonable  delay  as  evidence 
of  au  indisposition  on  his  part  to  afford  the  reparation  customary  in  such- 
cases,  and  to  make  it  the  subject  of  unfavorable  representation  to  the 
United  States  Government.  *  *  *  The  minister  came  up  to  my  residence 
in  the  mountains  just  after  sunrise,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  the 
dispatch  having  been  laid  before  him  in  translation  on  the  1st.  He  ex- 
cused himself  for  this  early  visit,  and  invited  me  to  call  next  day  at  his 
office  "to  talk  over  the  Jastram  affair^  and  bring  it  to  a  conchision." 
When  I  called  on  him,  according  to  his  request,  he  expressed  the  warm 
desire  of  the  President  himself,  and  his  colleagues,  to  arrange  the  affair 
at  once,  and  to  our  satisfaction.  He  took  up  my  dispatch  of  the  2oth 
of  March,  and  read  in  limine  the  terms  of  settlement  there  proposed,  and 
asked  me  in  what  way  he  could  record  the  compliance  of  his  govern- 
ment with  them.  Of  course  I  told  him  that  I  could  not  instruct  him 
about  that.  *'  Well,  then,"  said  he,  <*  I  will  draw  up  my  dispatch,  and 
come  to  you  to-morrow  morning  sans  fagon  to  show  it  to  you."  Accord- 
ingly next  morning  he  came  to  me  with  the  draught  of  the  dispatch  in 
his  own  handwriting.    I  glanced  over  it,  and  told  him  I  thought  the. 
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Government  of  the  United  States  would  appreciate  the  spirit  of  friend- 
ship in  which  he  was  phicing  upon  record  the  expression  of  regret  on 
the  part  of  his  government  at  the  occurrences  complained  of,  and  would 
attach  due  regard  to  his  disposition  to  accord  us  a  just  and  satisfactory 
atonement  for  them.  I  added  that  I  thought  1  could,  therefore,  venture 
to  say  to  him  that  his  dispatch,  as  he  had  written  it,  would,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  acceptable  to  my  Government. 

Inclosure  No.  9  is  this  dispatch,  and  you  will  remark  in  it  a  fair  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  of  adjustment  which  are  named  in  my  dispatch 
to  the  Haytian  Government,  dated  March  25.  And  besides  it  occurred 
to  me  that  the  animus  which  seemed  to  have  been  instilled  into  them, 
and  with  which  they  acted  after  it  had  been  laid  before  them,  might  of 
itself  almost  be  taken  as  an  atonement  in  part  for  the  grievance  that 
we  complained  of. 

I  sent  him,  under  date  of  the  7th  instant,  an  acknowledgment  (see 
inclosure  No.  10)  of  his  dispatch,  repeating  the  substance  of  what  I  had 
said  to  him  at  our  interview  on  the  4th  instant,  and  suggesting  that  he 
cause  special  orders  to  be  issued  to  the  local  authorities  at  Saint  Marc, 
charging  them  to  see  to  it  that  the  consular  officer  of  the  United  States 
be  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  his  official  character. 

The  next  day  the  minister  responded  (see  inclosure  No.  11)  to  my  last 
note,  announcing  the  pleasure  it  had  given  his  Government  to  gather 
from  my  dispatch  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  compliance  which  his  Gov- 
ernment had  made  with  my  demands  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  that  the  special  orders 
which  I  had  suggested  for  the  authorities  at  Saint  Marc  hivd  already 
been  forwarded. 

However  much  the  transactions  which  took  place  on  the  20th  March 
last  against  our  consular  officer  there  are  to  be  regretted,  I  think  the 
firm  stand  which  this  legation,  under  your  orders,  has  taken  and  main- 
tained in  this  circumstance,  has  done  something  to  convince  this  gov- 
ernment  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  does  mean  to  assert 
its  rights  and  maintain  its  dignity  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 
1  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


[Inclosure  1.— Translation.] 
Mr,  ElhSart  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Poi't  au  Prince^  Hayti,  March  27,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  25th 
instant. 

If  the  investigation,  for  which  you  have  just  been  to  Saint  Marc,  has  revealed  to  you 
some  facts  of  a  nature  to  put  in  evidence  the  improper  proceedings  employed  by  the 
agents  of  my  Government  against  Mr.  Jastrara,  when  General  Batraville,  aln^,  was 
arrested,  it  is  my  duty  to  say  to  you  that  the  circumstances  which  accompanied  this 
arrest,  and  upon  which  I  furnish  you  by  this  dispatch  all  the  necessary  iuformation,  sup- 
ported by  authentic  documents,  prove,  without  a  doubt,  that  the  Haytian  authorities 
conducted  themselves  on  that  occasion  conformably  to  all  the  usages  and  according  to 
ell  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  nations. 

Indeed,  General  Batraville  was  not  taken  from  the  United  States  consulate  at  Saint 
Marc.  I  had  the  honor  to  relate  to  you,  at  our  first  interview,  the  circumstances  of 
his  arrest,  and  it  is. easy  to  prove  by  the  documents  that  I  hold  that  it  was  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Edmoud  Martelly,  a  Haytian  citizen,  who  voluntarily  opened  his  doors 
to  the  Haytian  authorities,  where  the  said  general  was  arrested.  The  minutes  of  the 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Saint  Marc,  of  which!  send  you  a  copy  under  this  cover,  (inclo-  * 
Bures  A  and  B,)  prove  this  fact  superabundantly. 

I  regret,  as  you  4o,  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  republic  from  Saint 
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Marc,  you  did  not  have  all  the  facilities  of  prosecuting  a  serious  inquiry  into  the  facta 
of  this  arrest,  upon  which,  evidently,  yon  would  have  been  euli<?htonod  in  a  manner 
more  satisfactory.  But  since  you  do  not  dwell  thereupon,  and  waive  this  question,  you 
will  permit  me,  Mr.  Minister,  to  do  as  you  have  done,  in  analyzing  the  principal  point 
which  forms  the  base  of  your  reclamations. 

You  establish  :  1st,  that  in  consequence  of  the  arrest  of  General  Batraville  some  im- 
proper means  were  employed  against  your  consul,  Mr.  .Tastram,  who  received  some 
violence  on  the  part  of  persons  in  the  service  of  my  government;  2d,  that  the  British 
vice-consul,  the  French  vice-consul,  and  some  other  persons,  eye-witnesses  of  these 
facts,  agreed  in  saying  that  Mr.  Jastram  had  been  attacked,  seized  without  any  legal 
form  by  a  band  of  armed  men,  under  the  conunand  of  a  Haytian  officer,  who  ordered 
them  to  coudnct  him  to  prison  ;  3d,  that  Mr.  Jastram  was  dragged*  through  the 
streets,  in  the  midst  of  violent  menaces  and  injurious  epithets  uttered  against  him  and 
his  colleagues,  while  his  house  was  surrounded  and  threatened  by  this  same  band  of 
armed  men. 

You  do  not  in  any  manner  doubt  the  veracity  of  these  facts,  Mr.  Minister,  -which 
have  been  confirmed  to  you  by  the  British  and  French  vice-consuls,  by  eye-witnesses; 
facts,  without  doubt,  you  would  have  been  able  to  better  verify,  if  the  authorities  of 
Saint  Marc  had  furnished  to  you  the  means  of  doing  it.  You  have  expressed  to  me 
3'our  regret  that  this  was  not  done,  and  I  have  not  failed  to  partake  this  regret  with 
you. 

The  information  that  I  have  upon  these  facts  which  accompanied  the  arrest  of  Gen- 
eral Batraville  are  in  all  points  in  disaccord  with  yours.  Permit  me,  Mr.  Minister,  to 
place  them  under  your  eyes  in  citing  to  you  the  names  and  the  documents  in  support 
of  my  assertion. 

I  must  inform  you  that  when  the  Haytian  authorities  went  to  General  Batraville,  to 
arrest  him,  he  had  declared  himself  to  be  in  open  rebellion.  This  fact  drew  to  his 
house  a  good  numberof  persons,  among  others  Mr.  Jastram  and  the  English  vice-consul 
of  Saint  Marc. 

Does  it  not  seem  to  you,  Mr.  Minister,  that  that  was  not  the  place  for  persons  who 
seemed  to  be  invested  with  an  official  character?  Shonld  they  not  have  avoided  going 
to  General  Batraville's  at  the  moment  of  his  aixest?  And  when,  some  moments  after- 
ward, General  Batraville  rushed  into  Mr.  Jastram^s  to  seek  shelter,  ought  not  the  Hay- 
tian anthorities  to  have  been  a  little  moved  at  this  proceeding f 

Yet  they  remained  calm,  as  it  became  them  to  be.  The  commander  of  the  depart- 
ment. General  Acoune  Jean,  addressed  a  first  dispatch  to  Mr.  Jastram  (inclosure  C)  to 
invite  him  in  the  name  of  public  order,  gravely  menaced  in  the  country,  to  surrender 
to  him  the  said  Batraville.  And  immediately  that  he  learned  that  Batraville  had  taken 
refuge  in  Mr.  Martelly's,  a  Haytian  citizen,  was  it  not  with  all  the  forms  of  politeness 
used  in  similar  circumstances  (inclosure  D)  that  ho  prayed  Mr.  Jastram  to  send  to  him 
the  first  dispatch? 

Convinced,  then,  of  the  place  where  the  said  Batraville  had  taken  refuge,  the  author- 
ities took  the  necessary  measures,  and  it  was  then  that  the  justice  of  the  peace  at  Saint 
Marc,  upon  the  demand  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  justice,  who  was  previously  in- 
formed by  the  commander  of  the  place,  ordered  a  search  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Mart^illy, 
(inclosures  E  and  F.)  I  have  already  stated,  Mr.  Minister,  what  was  the  result.  Is 
there  anything  therein,  I  ask,  of  improper  proceedings,  of  violence,  of  an  attack,  of  an 
illegal  seizure,  of  an  order  to  conduct  Mr.  Jastram  to  prison,  or  an  argument  to  prove 
that  he  had  been  dragge<l  through  the  streets,  in  the  midst  of  violent  threats  and  of 
injurious  epithets?  And  the  letter  of  General  Saint  Elia  Cauvin,  (inclosure  E,)  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  state  of  jnstice,  does  it  not  say  that  General  Luc,  wishing 
to  enter  into  Mr.  Jastrain's  to  seize  his  escaped  prisoner,  was  violently  prohibited  by 
this  latter  pereon  ? 

But  this  is  not  all,  Mr.  Minister.  Mr.  Jastram,  who  complains  so  bitterly  to-day  that 
the  Haytian  anthorities  did  not  have  any  regard,  any  proper  respect,  for  him  ;  that  the 
said  authorities  had  caused  him  to  be  dragged  through  the  streets  to  be  incarcerated 
in  prison,  in  oxposin;^  him  to  the  insults  of  the  populace — Mr.  Jastram  did  not  say  a 
single  word  of  all  this  in  his  protest  sent  to  the  commander  of  the  arrondissement  of 
Saint  Marc.  He  only  protested  against  the  insult  which  Wiis  made  to  the  American 
flag  in  taking  by  armed  force  General  Batraville,  who  had  voluntarily  taken  refuge 
umler  the  protection  of  the  said  flag,  (inclosure  G.) 

This  method  of  procedure  must  apj)ear  strange  to  you  a^  it  does  to  mo,  and  you 
know  the  human  heart  too  well — the  just  susceptibilities  of  a  foreign  agtmt — to  sup- 
pose* that  Mr.  Jastram  would  have  hesitated  a  single  instant  to  complain  with  energy 
in  the  exasperation  that  conduct  so  reproichable,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  which 
owe  to  him  a  certain  regard  and  consideration,  would  have  dictated  to  him. 

And  yet,  I  repeat  it,  Mr.  Jiistram  is  silent  in  his  protest  upon  all  the  deeds  now  laid 
to  the  charge  of  the  Haytian  authorities. 

No,  Mr.  Minister;  you  have  said  yourself  that  there  is  not  any  instance  where  any 
officer  of  the  republic  of  Hayti  has  ever  conducted  himself  in  such  a  reprehensible 


278  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

manner  toward  a  foreign  agent,  and  I  do  not  see  any  motive  that  one  of  a  friendly- 
power,  of  a  great  republic,  onr  elder  sister,  which  gives  to  us  each  day  incontestable 
proofs  of  sympathy,  should  not  be  surrounded  with  every  regard  and  every  considera- 
tion. 

You  will  doubtlessly  acknowledge,  by  the  sincere  recital  that  I  make  to  you,  by  the 
perusal  of  the  documents  that  I  submit  to  you.  that  some  evil-disposed  persons  have 
taken  pleasure  in  distorting  the  facts  which  it  nas  been  my  duty  to  expose  to  you  in 
dftail,  iu  order  to  place  you  in  a  position  to  take  a  fair  and  impartial  view  of  the  same. 

You  are  too  much  the  friend  of  truth  not  to  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is  on  the  side 
of  my  government. 

Be  pleased,  Mr.  Minister,  I  pray,  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high 
consideration. 

L.  ETHfiART, 
Secretary  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


[luclosare  A.— Translation.] 
LIBERTY-EQUALITY— FRATERNITY. 

REPUBLIC  OF  HAYTI. 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  we, 
Decime  Target,  associate  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  police-court  in  this  city,  assisted 
by  our  clerk,  on  the  demand  of  the  general  commanding  the  arrondissemeut  of  Saint 
Marc,  went  to  the  bureau  of  this  locality,  where  we  found  the  citizen  Edmond  Mar- 
telly,  merchant  of  this  place,  who  had  been  called  to  give  information  about  the  refuge 
of  an  accused  person  under  arrest  who  had  escaped  and  entered  the  house  occupied  by 
the  firm,  G.  Jastram  &  Co.  In  consequence  the  said  citizen,  Edmond  Martelly,  upon 
our  invitation,  consented  voluntarily  to  accord  to  us  admission  to  the  apartment  occu- 

Sied  by  him,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  domiciliary  visit,  which  might  enable  us  to 
iscover  the  accused  party  who  had  escaped. 

In  testimony  -whereof  we  have  drawn  ijip  the  present  act,  which,  ha\'ing  been  read, 
"we  have  signed  the  same  with  the  citizen  Martelly,  the  month,  day,  and  year  above 
■written. 

ED.  MARTELLY. 
DECIME  TARGET. 
B.  LEWIS. 


[Inclosare  B.— Translation.] 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  we, 
Decime  Target,  associate  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  police-court  of  Saint  Marc,  assisted 
by  our  clerk,  in  pursuance  of  the  authorization  given  to  us  by  the  citizen  Edmond 
Martelly  to  enter  in  his  house,  to  take  the  accused  Batraville,  aln^,  who  had  taken 
refuge  there,  which  authorization  is  contained  in  the  annexed  act,  drawn  up  on  even 
date.  Accompanied  by  Mr.  Martelly  we  have  entered  by  the  corridor  in  the  yard, 
-where  a  door  at  the  entrance  was  opened  by  the  said  Edmond  Martelly,  which  door  is 
situated  at  the  foot  of  a  staircase.  In  eutering  there  we  found  the  said  Batraville,  aln<5, 
crouching  uuder  the  said  staircase,  when  we  proceeded  immediately  to  his  arrest,  iu 
presence  of  the  said  citizen  Edmond  Martelly. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  drawn  up  the  present  act,  and  after  reading  of  the 
same  we  have  signed  it,  the  day,  year,  and  month  above  written. 

EDMOND  MARTELLY. 
DECIME  TARGET. 
B.  LOUIS. 
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[Indosnre  C— Tranalatlon.] 

Mr,  Jean  to  Mr,  Jastram. 

Liberty— eqnali  ty. 

REPUBLIC  OP  HAYTI. 

No.  39.]  Saint  Marc,  March  20, 1872,  69th  year  of  Independence, 

AcoxTNE  Jean,  Major-General  commanding  the  department  of  the  Artihonite, 

Sir:  CJeneral  Batraville,  alnd,  arrested  for  political  disorder,  has  Just  escaped  from 
the  hands  of  the  authorities,  and  has  taken  refuge  in  the  American  consulate,  where 
he  is  at  the  present  moment. 

In  the  name  of  public  order,  gravely  menaced  in  the  country »  we  invite  you,  Mr. 
Consul,  to  surrender  this  citizen. 

Knowing  the  interest  that  you  have,  as  well  as  we,  to  see  the  tranquillity  of  Hayti, 
we  have  the  firm  conviction  that  you  will  accede  to  our  demand. 

In  this  hope  I  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

ACOUNE  JEAN. 


[Xnclosnre  B. — Translation.] 

Mr.  Jean  to  Mr,  Jaeiram. 

No.  40.]  Saint  Marc,  March  20, 1872,  69th  year  of  Independence, 

AcouNE  Jean,  Major-Oeneral  commanding  the  department  of  the  Artibonite, 

Sir  :  In  writing  to  you  my  preceding  dispatch,  to  invite  you  to  deliver  General 
Batraville,  aln^,  to  the  authorities,  I  thought  that  he  was  under  the  protection  of  the 
American  consulate.  But  knowing  now  that  this  general  is  at  citizen  MarteUy's,  who 
is  a  Haytian,  I  pray  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  return  me  my  letter,  in  order  that  I  may 
take  other  steps. 

I  salute  you  very  cordially, 

ACOUNE  JEAN. 


[Inclosnre  E.— Tranglation.] 

Mr.  Cautfin  to  Mr.  Rameau, 

Liberty^(iuality— fraternity. 

republic  of  hayti. 

No.  45.  J  Saint  Marc,  March  20, 1872,  69^  year  of  Independence, 

Saint  Elia  Cau\tn,  Major-Oeneral  of  the  Armies  of  the  Repnhiic,  aid-de-canip  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  Hayti,  commander  ad  interim  of  the  commune  of  Saint  Marc, 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  bring  to  your  knowledge  that,  according  to  an  order  which  I  re- 
ceived from  the  commission  of  inquiry,  transmitt^^d  through  the  commander  of  the 
arrondissement,  for  the  arrest  of  a  person  named  Batraville,  aind,  I  sent  the  general 
officer,  Luc  Jean  Michaud,  with  a  guard,  for  the  arrest  of  the  aforesaid  person.  An  in- 
stant after,  the  said  superior  officer  came  to  announce  to  me  that  while  he  was  con- 
ducting the  aforesaid  person  under  arrest  to  the  bureau  of  the  arrondissement,  he, 
(Batraville,)  in  passing  before  the  store  of  Messieurs.  Jastram  &  Co.,  in  feigning  to 
hand  a  paper  to  Mr.  Jastram,  who  was  standing  before  his  door,  leaning  against  one 
of  the  posts,  rushed  into  the  interior  of  the  store. 

General  Luc  also  wishing  to  enter  immediately  behind  him  to  re-take  him,  this  gen- 
eral was  violently  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  said  Jastram,  and  Mr.  De  Lande, 
who  was  present  there. 

I  make  this  report.  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that  you  may  take  such  steps  as  may 
be  necessary  under  such  circumstances. 

I  pray  you  to  accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  my  distinguished  salutations. 

ST.  ELIA  CAUVIg.Tp 
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[Inclosnre  F.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Hameau  io  Mr,  Target. 

Saint  Marc,  March  20, 1872. 
Sir  :  The  commander  of  this  locality  has  just  aonounced  to  me  by  his  letter,  No.  45, 
of  this  date,  that  in  conducting  to  prison  a  person  named  liatraville,  aln^,  under  accu- 
sation for  political  offenses,  the  said  Batraville,  while  passing  the  store  of  Messrs.  G. 
Jastram  &  Co.,  rushed  therein. 

I  invite  you  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  premises  to  demand  the  opening  of  the 
house  by  those  who  dwell  therein,  and  to  cause  the  accused,  who  has  taken  refuge 
there,  to  be  seized.  If  this  demand  is  refused  you  will  then  fulfill  all  the  formalities 
required  under  such  circumstances,  and  will  aci  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  force  re- 
main on  the  side  of  law. 

I  salute  you  very  cordially, 

O.  RAMEAU. 


[Inolosoro  G.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Jastram  to  Mr.  Luvieux. 

United  States  Commercial  Agency, 

Saiut  Marc,  March  20,  1872. 
I,  the  undersigned,  vice-commercial  agent  of  the  United  Stat<j8,  residing  at  Saint 
Marc,  declare  that  I  protest  in  the  most  energetic  manner,  in  the  name  of  the  American 
flag,  against  the  insult  that  has  been  offered  to  me  in  taking  by  armed  force  General 
Batraville,  aln^,  who  voluntarily  placed  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  said  tlag. 
After  this  insult  I  hold  myselif  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  United  States  minister 
resident  at  Port  au  Prince. 

G.  JASTRAM. 


[Inclosnre  2  in  No.  131.] 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Ethmrt, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  March  30,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  instant, 
rvilating  to  the  occurrences  which  took  place  at  Saint  Marc  on  the  20th  instant  between 
t!ie  Haytian  authorities  and  the  United  States  consular  officer  at  that  jwint.  It  waa 
nit,  however,  altogether  without  a  shadow  of  surprise  that  I  read  those  portions  of 
that  dispatch  which  relate  to  the  assault  on  Mr.  Jastram.  For,  at  the  first  conversation 
which  Ibad  with  you  on  the  subject,  I  understood  you  to  say,  clearly  and  unqualifiedly, 
that  you  had  no  information  further  than  what  I  said  to  you  at  all  bearing  upon  this 
assault ;  and  at  our  last  interview  on  the  25th  instant,  both  Captain  Carpenter  and  my- 
8  If  understood  you  not  only  to  re-affirm  this  statement,  but  to  add  with  equal  frank- 
nt'ss  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  you  had  no  information  on  this  point,  you  felt  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  you,  before  responding  to  my  propositions,  to  obtain  from  Saiut 
Marc  for  yourself  evidence  of  the  facts  which  were  alleged  in  this  regard.  I  infer  from 
the  terms  of  your  disx)atch  that  perhaps  you  have  not  yet  made  the  proposed  investi- 
gations. 

The  other  portions  of  your  dispatch  refer  to  the  occurrences  other  than  the  assault 
upon  and  arrest  of  Mr.  Jastram.  These,  as  I  stated  to  you  in  my  dispatch  of  the  25th 
instant,  I  propose  neither  to  discuss  nor  to  refer  to  at  present.  It  is  not  unknown  to 
you  that  I  went  to  Saiut  Marc  myself,  and  there  made  careful  personal  investigation 
into  all  the  circumstances  and  all  the  proceedings  in  this  affair.  I  was  assisted  m  this 
work  by  the  United  States  naval  commander,  who  accompanied  me.  As  a  result  of  this 
investigation,  I  submit  to  you  herewith  inclosed  three  statements,  one  made  by  Mr. 
Jastram,  (marked  A,)  one  made  by  Mr.  De  Lande,  Her  Britannic  Majesty*s  vice-consul, 
(marked  B,)  and  one  made  by  Mr.  Lota,  French  vice-consul,  (marked  C.)  In  addition 
to  what  is  said  in  these  three  papers,  I  may  state  the  fact  of  the  assault  upon  and 
ari*e8t  of  Mr.  Jastram  seemed  to  me  to  be,  at  Saint  Marc,  a  subject  of  common  speech 
and  notoriety.  I  have,  therefore,  Mr.  Minister,  only  to  re-affirm  to  you  the  terms  of  my 
dispatch  addressed  to  you  on  this  subject  on  the  Jisth  instant. 
I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 
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[Inclosure  3  in  No.  131. — Translation.] 

Mr.  Eth^rt  to  Mr.  Bassett 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Port  au  Prince,  April  3,  1872. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  30th  of 
March,  which  came  to  hand  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  April  1,  instant. 

I  am  still  ready  to  confirm  what  I  said  to  yon  in  onr  two  interviews,  that  I  have  no 
detitils  in  reference  to  the  vexations  that  Mr.  Jastram  claims  to  have  been  subjected 
to  by  the  Haytian  authorities  at  Saint  Marc.  That  it  was  only  through  you  that  I 
learned  the  fact,  since  all  the  dispatches  concerning  that  affair  which  I  have  received, 
both  from  the  President  of  the  republic  and  from  my  colleague,  the  secretary  of  state 
of  justice,  as  well  as  all  the  documents,  of  which  I  have  sent  you  certified  copies,  say 
not  one  word  about  it. 

The  inclosures  A,  B,  C,  found  nnder  cover  of  your  aforesaid  dispatch,  bave  claimed 
all  my  attention,  as  you  have  well  imagined,  and  I  have  hastened  to  cause  copies  of 
them  to  be  prepared  to  be  expedited  to  Saint  Marc,  in  order  that  the  authorities  of 
that  locality  may  enlighten  me  on  the  subject. 

It  is  now  a  question  to  enter  into  a  cross-examination,  since,  as  you  know,  all  the 
information  that  has  reached  me  does  not  say  a  single  word  about  the  arrest  of,  and 
attack  upon,  Mr.  Jastram.  lu  order  that  the  quickest  possible  dispatch  may  be  given  to 
this  procedure,  I  write  directly  to  the  President  of  Hayti,  who  will  give  special  orders 
to  this  effect. 

I  will,  therefore,  have  the  honor  very  soon  to  communicate  with  you  again  in  refer- 
ence to  the  facts  charged  against  the  authorities  of  Saint  Marc. 

I  P'siy  you  to  accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high  consider- 
ation. 

L.  ETHriART. 


f  Inclosure  4  in  Xo.  131.] 

Mr.  Basscit  to  Mr.  EtTi4art, 

[Xonofficial.l 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  April  16,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  send  this  private  and  unofficial  note  to  say  to  you  that,  from  the  tenor  of  your 
dispatch  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  a  further  communication 
from  yon  in  relation  to  the  affair  of  Mr.  Jastram.  The  President  and  your  colleagues 
have  been  here  now  for  several  days,  and  I  suppose  you  have  had  every  opportunity  t«> 
familiarize  yourself  with  all  the  facts  complained  of  in  my  dispatches  of  the  25th  and 
30th  ultimo. 

If  yon  have  investigated  those  facts,  as  I  suppose  yon  have  done,  you  have,  no  doubt, 
found  that  my  statement  of  them  is  substantially  correct,  and  that  therefore  certain 
unlawful  and  unjustifiable  proceedings  were  taken  by  Haytian  authority  against  a 
consular  officer  of  the  United  States  at  Saint  Marc.  Yon  certainly  cannot  expect  that 
either  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  any  other  power  represented  hero  will 
stand  idly  by  and  allow  such  proceedings  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  reparations  which  I 
ask  of  your  government  are  of  such  a  character  that  it  is  easy  for  you  to  comply  with 
them.  It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  avoid  all  misunderstandings  and  unpleasant  feelings 
with  your  government.  As  a  man  of  the  same  race  as  yourself,  I  have  desired  and  I 
do  still  desire  to  see  the  Haytian  government  in  success  and  prosperity.  It  would  be 
very  painful  for  me  to  see  anything  but  pleasant  relations  between  us.  But  while  I 
entertain  these  sentiments,  I  do  not  forget  that  I  must  insist  upon  what  comports  well 
with  the  dignity,  honor,  and  power  of  the  great  Government  which  I  represent  here. 
And  I  submit  to  you  now,  in  all  candor,  whether  it  is  not  better  to  make  a  settlement 
of  the  Jastram  affair  at  once  on  the  terms  named  by  me  in  my  dispatch  of  March  25, 
1872,  rather  than  to  allow  it  to  become  a  subject  of  unpleasant  controversy  between 
my  Government  and  yours. 

I  have  done  my  part  in  the  affair  in  proposing  such  easy  terms  of  settlement ;  it 
remains  for  you  to  do  yours. 

Expecting  to  hear  from  you  at  once  on  the  subject,  I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT.> 
o 
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[Incloaare  5  in  No.  131.— TraDslatioD.] 

Mr.  Ethiart  to  Mr,  Bassett. 

[Non-officiaL] 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Port  au  Prince,  April  17,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  private  and  non-official  dis- 
patch of  yesterday's  date,  the  contents  of  which  I  have  noted  with  care. 

If,  up  to  the  present  moment,  I  have  not  made  known  to  yoa  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
instituted  at  Saint  Marc,  in  reference  to  the  charges  alleged  against  the  authorities  of 
that  city  growing  out  of  the  affair  of  Mr.  Jastram,  it  is  because  the  dispatch  that  I 
addressed  to  the  President  of  the  republic  on  the  subject  crossed  him  in  going  to  its 
destination  as  he  was  returning  to  the  capital;  and  it  is  only  since  bis  arrival  here 
that  orders  have  been  given  for  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  by  sending  to  Saint 
Marc  the  documents  relating  thereto.  I  therefore  pray  you  to  await  yet  a  few  days 
longer,  to  obtain  a  definite  solution  of  this  affair. 

Your  sentiments,  my  dear  Mr.  Bassett,  toward  the  Haytian  people  and  my  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  the  sentiments  of  the  great  republic  which  you  represent  so  honor- 
ably, for  a  young  nation  which  has  need  of  being  sustained  and  encouraged,  are  known 
to  me:  and  I  can  assure  yon  that  all  my  efforts  will  tend  to  maintain  and  to  cousoli- 
Aate  tlie  good  harmony  which  exists  between  the  United  States  and  Hayti. 

I  pray  you,  my  dear  Mr.  Bassett,  to  accept  the  sincere  expression  of  my  fraternal 
sentiments. 

L.  ETHfiART. 


jIucloBure  6  in  No.  131.] 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  EthSart. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  May  2,  1872. 
Sir  :  In  your  dispatch  of  the  3d  ultimo  you  state  your  intention  to  cause  all  celerity 
to  be  given  to  your  investigation  of  the  Jastram  affair,  in  order  that  it  might  be  ter- 
minated. Again,  in  your  unofficial  note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  you  inform  me  that  the 
dispatch  which  you  had  addressed  *o  His  Excellency  the  President  had  missed  him 
while  he  was  in  the  north,  and  you  ask  me  therefore  to  await  a  few  days  longer  in  order 
that  the  result  of  the  affair  might  be  reached. 

You  will  observe  that  a  month  has  now  passed  since  the  date  of  your  dispatch,  and 
that  two  weeks  have  elapsed  since  I  last  heard  from  you  on  the  subject.  It  occurs  to 
me  that  you  have,  therefore,  probably  had  the  time  which  you  deemed  necessary  for 
making  your  investigation.  And  I  presume  that  you  have  found,  from  your  investiga- 
tion, that  my  statement  of  the  facts,  as  to  the  assault  on  Mr.  Jastram,  is  substantially 
correct. 

I  therefore  have  now  the  pleasure  to  await  your  answer  to  my  dispatch  of  the  25th 
of  March. 

I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


[lucloeur©  7  in  No.  131.— Tranelation.] 

Mr.  Eth^rt  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs,   . 

Port  au  Prince,  Ma^  3,  1872. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  yesterday's 
date,  relating  to  the  Jastram  affair,  the  contents  of  which  dispatch  I  hastened  to  com- 
municate to  the  council  of  secretaries  of  state. 

My  colleague  of  the  department  of  interior,  who  is  charged  to  order  a  new  inquiry 
into  this  affair,  will  not  fail  to  obtain  the  result  of  this  investigation,  which  he  expects 
to  receive  on  the  arrival  of  the  post  from  the  north,  due  here  at  this  moment;  in 
which  case  I  will  have  the  honor  to  respond  in  a  definite  manner  to  your  aforesaid 
dispatch. 
]3e  pleased,  Mr.  Minister,  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

L.  ETHfiART. 
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flnclosure  8  In  No.  131.] 

Mr,  Basseti  to  Mr,  Eih4art. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  aa  Pnnce,  May  31,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your  attention  again  to  the  dispatches  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  you  on  the  25th  and  30th  of  March  last,  relative  to  the  affair  of  Mr.  Jastraoi 
at  Saint  Marc.  In  those  dispatches  the  details  of  the  assanlt  on  Mr.  Jastram,  and  of 
the  violation  of  his  consular  office,  are  given.  In  yonr  dispatches  on  the  subject  to  me 
yon  have  expressed  the  desire  to  investigate  for  yonrself  the  substance  of  these  details 
at  Saint  Marc.  But  it  is  now  two  months  since  those  dispatches  were  sent  to  you. 
Saint  Marc  is  within  easy  communication  of  Port  an  Pi*ince.  A  courier  can  pass  be- 
tween the  two  cities  in  a  single  day.  And  yet  the  sixty  days  that  have  passed  since 
my  dispatches  reached  you  have  brought  me  no  answer  to  the  demands  made  upon 
your  government  in  these  dispatches. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  make  it  known  to  you  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  feels,  as  I  have  already  intimated  to  you,  that  an  international  in-ievance  has 
been  committed  in  the  assanlt  on  Mr.  Jastram,  and  in  the  violation  of  Kis  consular 
office  at  Saint  Marc,  on  the  20th  of  March  last,  by  persons  in  the  service  of  your  gov- 
ernment, and  my  Government  will  insist  upon  due  reparation  for  the  offense.  The 
terms  of  reparation  stated  in  the  dispatch  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  25th  of 
March  last  will,  I  think,  be  acceptable  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  hctg  yon  also  to  observe  that  unless  I  receive  a  favorable  answer  to  that  dispatch 
within  a  reasonable  time  from  this  date — more  than  sixty  days  having  already  passed 
since  it  was  placed  in  your  hands — I  shall  feel  constrained  to  take  such  delay  as  evi- 
dence of  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  your  government  to  make  the  reparation 
which  I  have  asked  and  which  is  customary  in  such  cases,  and  I  shall  also  feel  it  my 
duty  to  make  it  the  subject  of  unfavorable  representation  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 
I  am,  &o., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


(IncloBore  9  in  No.  131 — Translation.] 

Mr,  Eth^art  to  Mr.^Basaett, 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Port  au  Pnnce,  June  5,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  May  31,  ultimo, 
in  which  yon  call  my  attention  t-o  the  one  which  your  addressed  to  me  on  the  25th  of 
March,  relative  to  the  affair  of  Mr.  Jastram  at  Saint  Marc. 

The  verbal  communications  which  I  have  made  to  you  have  informed  you  of  the 
difficulties  which  have  prevented  the  inquiry  that  was  to  have  been  made ;  and  at 
each  time  that  the  occasion  has  offered  itself  I  have  not  failed  to  express  to  you  how 
much  my  government  had  it  at  heart  to  give  every  satisfaction  to  yours  in  a  question 
which  interests  to  such  a  high  degree  the  honor  and  the  dignity  of  the  great  republic 
which  you  represent. 

The  inquiry'  above  referred  to  not  having  yet  attained  its  end,  after  a  delay  of  two 
months  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  that  I  have  made  to  brrng  it  to  a  satisfactory  result, 
I  can  now  form  a  conception  of  the  solicitude  manifested  in  your  dispatch  of  the  31sb 
ultimo,  and  I  acknowledge  that  it  is  but  equitable  to  subscribe  to  the  just  reparations 
formulated  in  your  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  March.  I  offer  this,  then,  Mr.  Miuirtter,  as  a 
new  proof  of  the  desire  of  my  government  to  preserve  the  good  harmony  whicb  exists 
between  our  two  countries,  a  harmony,  we  must  render  you  the  justice  to  say,  you  con- 
tribute to  maintain  by  all  the  means  in  your  power. 

In  consequence,  my  government  makes  it  a  duty  to  declare  to  yours  that  it  regrets 
very  much  that  Mr.  Jastram  has  had  cause  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  authori- 
ties of  Saint  Marc,  on  the  occasion  of  the  arrest  of  General  Batraville.  My  government 
would  not  fail  to  respond  to  the  wish  that  you  express,  to  have  censured,  or  punished, 
the  superior  officer  of  whom  Mr.  Jastram  complains,  if  this  general,  who,  I  think,  did 
not  commit  with  premeditation  this  wrong  on  the  American  agent,  had  not  since  that 
time  i)aid,  in  his  own  person,  the  last  tribute  to  nature. 

The  United  States  legation  in  Ilayti,  with  whose  high  functions  you  are  invested, 
Mr.  Minister,  will  recognize  in  this  sincere  expression  of  regret  how  much  my  govern- 
ment has  at  heart  to  surround  with  respect  and  consideration  the  representatives  of 
foreign  powers;  and  it  hastens  to  seize  this  circumstance  to  give  you  the  assurance 
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that  in  future  every  measure  shall  be  taken  to  command  for  the  Amerir.an  agents  the 
respect  that  is  dueto  them,  and  to  prevent  all  further  inquietude  ou  their  part  in  re- 
gard to  proceedings  outside  of  the  exact  forms  proscribed  by  the  law.  The  exequaturs 
given  l)y  my  government  to  these  agents  command  the  local  authorities  to  observe 
toward  them  such  a  course  of  action.  I  hope,  Mr.  Minister,  that  you  will  appreciate 
this  declaration,  the  loyalty  of  which  is  of  a  nature  to  dissipate  all  misunderstanding, 
every  cloud  of  doubt,  which  might  tend  to  obscure  the  good  relations  subsisting  bfe- 
tween  the  great  republic  that  you  represent  and  my  country.  I  will  not  terminate 
this  dispatch  without  consigning  therein  the  assurance  with  which,  his  very  particu- 
lar regret,  the  President  of  the  republic  charges  me  to  express  to  you. 

"The  atlair  would  have  been  explained,  and  every  satisfaction  would  have  been 
given  to  the  American  minister,"  said  the  chief  of  state,  *'  if  I  had  been  at  Saint  Marc 
when  he  went  there  about  two  mouths  since." 

I  pray  you  to  accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

L.  ETll^AHT. 


[Inclosuro  10  in  No.  131.] 

Mr.  Ba89€tt  to  Mr.  Eth^urL 

Lkoatiox  of  the  Uxitkd  States, 

Fort  au  Prince,  Jane  7, 1872. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  oth  instant, 
relative  to  the  affair  of  Mr.  Jastram  at  Saint  Marc.  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  t^)  you 
tliat  the  friendly  spirit  in  which  you  have  recorded  the  regret  of  your  government  at 
the  signal  indignity  oifered  to  Mr.  Jastram,  at  Saint  Marc,  on  the  *20th  of  March  hist,  the 
disposition  to  accede  to  my  recjuest  that  the  persons  in  the  service  of  your  government 
who  took  part  in  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Jastram  should  be  made  sensible  of  its 
displeasure,  and  the  guarantee  that  in  future  no  inquietude  shall  be  given  to  consular 
officers  of  the  United  States  in  Hayti,  outside  of  the  exact  forms  required  by  law,  will, 
I  think,  be  acceptable  to  my  Government. 

As  I  have  ordered  Mr.  Jastram  to  return  at  once  to  his  post  of  duty,  I  would  suggest 
that,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  you  cause  special  orders  to  be  issued  to  the 
authorities  at  Saint  Mjirc,  instructing  them  to  see  that  he  is  treated  with  all  the  respect 
due  to  his  official  position.  I  make  this  suggestion  because  I  have  learned  that  there 
is  some  unfriendly  feeling  toward  him  at  Saint  Marc  in  consequence  of  the  occurrences 
which  took  place  there  in  reference  to  him  on  the  20th  of  March  last. 
I  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


[Inclosuro  1 1  in  Xo.  131. — Translation.] 

Mr.  FAh^ari  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Fori  auPnnce,  June  8, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  the  7th  instanr,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  one  which  I  addreased  to  yon  on  the  5th. 

The  sat  i.sfactory  thought  in  which  you  leave  my  government,  in  announcing  to  it 
that  your  Government  will  accept  the  expression  of  regret  that  1  conveyed  to  you  in 
reference  to  the  Jastram  affair,  imposes  upon  me  the  duty  of  informing  you  that  orders 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  authorities  of  Saint  Marc,  to  the  end  that  the  American 
consular  agent  shall  bo  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  his  official  position. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consider- 
ation. 

L.  ETHfiART. 


No.  219. 
Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

No.  lOG.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  20,  1872. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  131,  of  tbe  lOtli  instant,  relative  to  the  Jast- 
ram affair,  has  been  received.    The  Department  congratulates  you  th^t 
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tlieener^ry  and  perseverance  with  which  you  have  followed  up  that  diffi- 
cult case  has  at  laftt  been  crowned  with  success,  and  tliat  it  has  been 
adjusted  upon  a  basis  compatible  with  the  honor  of  both  Governments. 
1  have,  &c., 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  220. 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  139.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Haytij  July  27, 1872.     (Received  August  8.) 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  corre- 
spondence which  has  recently  passed  between  this  legation  and  the 
Haytien  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  a  body 
of  government  police  toward  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a  Mr.  Eld- 
redge,  in  this  city,  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  July  instant. 

Inclosure  A  is  my  dispatch  to  the  minister,  which  is  accompanied  by 
the  sworn  statement  of  Mr.  Eldredge.  This  inclosure  conveys  to  the 
minister  a  recital  of  the  occurrences  of  which  Mr.  Eldredge'had  com- 
plained; and  in  it  the  minister  is  asked  for  such  explanation  of  the 
unpleasant  proceedings  as  he  might  be  pleased  to  give.  1  also  remind 
him  that  whenever  persons  in  the  service  of  his  government  indulge  in 
wanton  violence  and  unlawful  conduct  toward  quiet,  orderly  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  these  persons  would  be 
called  to  a  strict  accountability.  Inclosure  B  is  the  minister's  reply, 
from  which  it  appears  that  he  gave  my  dispatch  a  prompt  and  earnest 
attention.  He  says  that  he  summoned  before  him  the  chiefs  of  the 
guard  of  whose  conduct  Mr.  Eldredge  had  complained ;  and  that  although 
they  all  denied  the  charges  made  against  them  in  my  dispatch,  he  nev- 
ertheless had  caused  the  commander  of  the  guard  to  be  placed  under 
severe  punishment  for  the  treatment  to  which  he  allowed  his  men  to 
subject  Mr.  Eldredge. 

It  can  scarcely  have  escaped  full  and  general  knowledge  that  in  a 
country  like  Hayti,  where  the  government  rests  under  constant  appre- 
hension of  intrigue  and  insurrection  against  its  stability  and  authority, 
and  w^here  offenses  of  a  political  character  are  numerous,  and  regarded 
as  the  gravest  of  transgression*  in  the  state,  arbitrary  arrests  and 
unwarranted  infringements  upon  personal  freedom  and  security  should 
sometimes  occur.  Such  arrests  and  infringements  are,  in  fact,  not  alto- 
gether infrequent  here.  Nor  is  it  perhaps  quite  unnatural  that  in  Hayti, 
and  in  countries  similarly  constituted,  there  should  be  occasionally  found 
to  exist  a  sentiment  somewhat  unfavorable  to  foreigners  domiciled  there. 

But  whenever  from  any  cause  whatsoever  unlawful  proceedings  are 
taken  to  the  detriment  of  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  here,  this  legation  uniformly  and  promptly  inter- 
poses in  their  behalf.  My  unofficial  good  offices  in  this  regard  have,  as 
a  rule,  sufficed.  But  it  has  sometimes  been  found  necessary  to  resort, 
as  in  this  case  of  Mr.  Eldredge,  to  the  sterner  method  of  addressing 
this  government  in  my  official  quality;  and  then  it  appears  to  be  my 
duty  to  report  to  the  Department  the  action  which  has  been  taken. 
I  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 

Jigitized  by  V, 
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[Inclosuro  A.] 

Mr,  Basscit  to  Mr,  Ethiart, 

Lkgation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  an  Prince,  July  12,  1872. 

Sir:  I  have  tbo  honor  to  inform  yon  that  Mr.  Clement  Eldredge,  an  American  citizen, 
and  master  of  the  American  schooner  Lucy  Holmes,  which  is  now  lying  at  tlie  custom- 
house wharf,  was  assaulted,  placed  under  arrest,  and  brutally  treated  by  a  government 
guard  of  about  fifteen  men,  as  he  was  passing  quietly  last  eveniug  from  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Oliver  Cutts  to  his  ship.  This  guard  leveled  their  muskets  at  Mr.  Eldred<je, 
and  marched  him  in  a  rude  and  violent  manner  through  the  streets  of  the  city  for  the 
space  of  more  tban  an  hour.  He  wasouly  released  when  ho  promised  to  pay  the  officer 
in  command.  Mr.  Eldredge  is  a  nuiet,  peaceable  man, and* offered  no  resistance  to  tht*m 
whatever.  He  is  incapable  of  violating  knowingly  any  law  or  regulation  of  the  country. 
He  does  not  understand  the  language  of  the  country,  and  does  not  yet  know  why  ho 
was  arrested  and  subjected  to  such  brutal  treatment. 

I  send  you  herewith  inclosed  the  sworn  statement  which  he  made  before  me.  I  call 
your  attention  to  it,  and  would  thank  you  for  such  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  guard  referred  to  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  give  me. 

I  regret  very  much  that  such  cases  should  occur,  and  I  cannot  understand  why 
they  are  allowed  to  occur.  If  American  citizens  in  Hayti  violate  any  law  of  the 
country,  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  they  should  be  dealt  with  according  to  law.  But 
I  am  sure  that  you  will  regret  as  much  as  I  do  that  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service 
of  your  government  should  indulge  in  useless  and  wanton  violence  against  quiet, 
peaceable  Americans,  like  Mr.  Eldredge.  Officers  in  the  service  of  your  j^ovornment  who 
indulge  in  such  proceedings,  and  who  are  open  to  bribery,  ought  certainly  to  be  called 
to  a  proper  account  for  their  conduct. 
I  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


flndosore  with  A.J 

Legation  of  tiie  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  July  12,  1872. 

Before  me,  the  undersigned,  minister  resident  and  consul-general  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  near  the  government  of  Hayti,  personally  appeared  Clement  Hldredgo. 
master  of  the  American  schooner  Lucy  Holmes,  now  lying  in  this  port,  who,afbi!r  being 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  states : 

"That  last  evening,  the  11th  July  instant,  between  the  hours  of  10  and  11  o'clock, 
while  he  was  peaceably  walking  from  the  residence  of  Mr.  Oliver  Cutts,  to  go  on  boanl  of 
his  vessel  lying  at  the  custom-house  wharf,  he  was  hailed  and  8topi)ed  by  a  number  of 
armed  men,  who  leveled  their  rides  at  him ;  that  several  of  these  armed  men  approached 
and  arrested  him;  that  they  compelled  him  to  parade  the  streets  of  the  city  with  tliem 
for  the  space  of  an  hour  and  a  half;  that  as  he  was  passing  the  house  of  Mr.  Oliver 
Cutts,  with  the  view  of  having  him  explain  to  the  aforesaid  armed  men  that  he,  the 
aforesaid  appearer,  was  returning  to  his  aforementioned  vessel,  but  that  before  the  said 
Oliver  Cutts  could  enter  into  any  explanation,  the  armed  guard  rudely  hurried  the 
appearer  away ;  that  the  appearer  further  deposes  and  says,  that  during  the  time  aforesaid 
wuichhe  was  forcibly  made  to  parade  the  streets,  the  aforesaid  armed  men  greatly  abused 
and  assaulted  his  person,  dragging  and  pushing  him  into  mud-gutters,  and  applying 
bayonets  or  some  other  military  weapons  to  his  person  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
appearer  forward  ;  that  finally,  when  nearly  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  saturated  with 
mud  and  water,  the  a|ipearer  was  released  at  a  great  distance  from  the  sea-border  and 
allowed  to  return  t4>  his  vessel,  upon  his  promising  the  officer  in  conmiand  of  the  afore- 
said armed  men,  compensation  in  the  morning." 

In  testimony  whereof  the  aforesaid  Clement  Eldredge  hath  hereunto  affixed  his  sig- 
nature, and  I,  the  undersigned  minister  resident  and  consul-general  of  the  United 
States,  have  hereunto  affixed  my  seal  and  signature  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

r^    ^T  CLEMENT  ELDREDGE. 

•-^  ^-J  EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT, 

Minister  Rmdenl  and  Consul-General, 
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f  Incloeure  B.— Translation.] 

Mr,  Eth^art  to  Mr,  Bassett, 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Port  au  Prince  J  July  16, 1872. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  dispatch  fchat  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  me 
the  12th  July  instant,  by  which  you  bring  to  my  knowledge  the  fact  that  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Clement  Eldredge,  captain  of  the  American  schooner  Lucy 
Holmes,  now  anchored  in  our  harbor,  was  arrested  with  violence  by  a  patrol,  imme- 
diately after  he  had  left  the  house  of  Mr.  Oliver  Ctitts,  on  the  11th  instant,  at  a  some- 
what advanced  hour  of  the  night.  You  add  that  Mr.  Eldredge  was  only  released  after 
having  made  a  promise  to  the  officer  commanding  the  patrol  to  give  him  money  the 
next  morning. 

I  read  attentively  the  document  which  you  were  pleased  to  send  me,  and  which 
contaic:i  the  declaration  made  by  Captain  Eldredge,  at  the  legation  of  the  United 
States,  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest. 

As  no  report  had  been  made  to  the  authorities  about  this  arrest,  I  hastened  imme- 
diately after  the  receipt  of  your  aforesaid  dispatch  to  gather  all  information  of  a 
nature  calculated  to  enlighten  me  upon  this  affair,  and  to  this  end  I  caused  the  officer 
and  the  principal  men  of  that  patrol  to  be  summoned  to  my  office  to  be  heard  on 
this  charge. 

They  denied  completely  that  they  had  caused  Mr.  Eldredge  to  undergo  any  ill-usage 
at  their  hands.  However,  the  government,  wishing  that  all  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  coming  within  the  territory  of  the  republic  should  be  covered  with  all  the  safe- 
guards prescribed  by  the  law,  with  the  view  of  maintaining  the  good  relations  which 
unite  this  country  to  the  great  republic  which  you  represent,  has  placed  under  severe 
punishment  the  chief  of  the  patrol  that  was  engaged  in  the  arrestation  of  the  captain 
of  the  schooner  Lucy  Holmes. 

I  seize  this  occasion,  Mr.  Minister,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  very  high 
consideration. 

L.  ETHflART. 


No.  221. 

Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  141.]  LEaATioN  OF  THE  TJnited  States, 

Port  au  Prince,,  Eayti^  July  27,  1872.    (Received  August  8.) 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  accompanying 
inclosure,  from  which  you  will  see  that  Mr.  Charles  F.  Teel,  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  and  consular  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Miragoane,  has 
suffered  indignity  and  imprisonment  at  the  hands  of  the  military  authori- 
ties at  that  place,  under  the  charge  of  knowingly  having  in  his  posses- 
sion and  circulating  false  money,  a  charge  which  I  cannot,  from  all  the 
evidence  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge  in  the  case,  for  one  moment 
entertain.  This  inclosure,  which  is  my  dispatch  to  the  Haytian  minis- 
ter, will  perhaps  suflSciently  explain  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  aflPair  up  to  this  date.  In  this  dispatch  I  express  to  the  minister  my 
conviction  that  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  Mr.  Teel  were  illegal  and 
unjustifiable,  and  that  perhaps  they  were  prompted  by  malicious  mo- 
tives. Under  this  conviction,  and  with  the  knowledge  also  that  some 
consideration  is,  according  to  the  customs  of  this  country  and  according 
to  public  law,  due  to  a  consular  officer  of  the  United  States  here,  I  ask 
of  the  minister  Mr.  Teel's  immediate  release  from  prison. 

Immediately  after  receiving  information  of  Mr.  TeePs  arrest,  and  be- 
fore writing  to  the  minister,  I  called  on  him  and  explained  the  facts  as 
they  had  come  to  me,  and  told  him  that  I  should,  under  the  circum- 
stances, be  obliged  to  demand  that  Mr.  Teel  be  at  once  set  at  liberty. 
The  minister  received  my  statements  with  his  accustomed  courtesy,  and 
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said  he  would  give  them  prompt  attention.  But  I  have  not  yet  received 
his  answer  to  my  dispatch,  which  was  handed  to  him  ou  the  evening  of 
the  20 th  instant. 

1  rej^^ret  that  I  am  not  within  sufficiently  easy  reach  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  avail  myself  of  its  early  instructions  in  this  case.  But  in  the 
absence  of  those  special  instructions,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  antici- 
pate them  so  far  as  to  follow  up  the  position  taken  in  my  dispatch  to 
the  minister,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  at  an  early  date  to  communicate  to 
the  Department  a  favorable  result  of  these  eliorts. 
1  have,  &c., 

EBENEZEb  D.  BASSETT. 


(Inclosnre  A.l 
Mr.  Bassett  to  Mr.  Eth^rt. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

P9rt  au  Prince^  July  2^j  1872. 

Sir:  It  becomes  iny  tinpleasant  duty  to  caU  your  attention  to  certain  unlawful  and 
upjustifiable  proceedings  which  were  taken  by  the  military  authorities  of  your  govern- 
ment at  Mirago&ne,  on  the  22tl  instant,  against  Mr.  Charles  F.  Teel,  the  United  States 
consular  ofticer  at  that  point. 

The  store  aud  consular  office  of  Mr.  Teel,  at  the  time  and  ])lace  named,  were  forcibly 
entered  by  a  band  of  armed  men  under  command  of  the  general  of  the  place.  They 
ransacked  his  store  and  his  house  from  top  to  bottom,  rudely  overturninjj  all  the  per- 
8<mal  effects  of  himself  and  his  family,  searching  and  seizing  moneys  in  nis  store,  and 
uttering,  meanwhile,  imprecations  against  him  and  all  other  foreigners.  And  then  Mr. 
Teel  himself  was  rudely  seized,  placed  under  arrest,  and  iu  spite  of  his  protestations 
hurried  off  to  prison  to  Anse-^-Veau,  twenty-four  miles  distant  from  MiragoAne. 

These  proceedings  were  taken  by  the  said  military  authorities  in  an  apparently 
malicious  way,  without  due  process  of  law,  without  even  fultiUing  the  fornmlities  re- 
quired by  Ilaytiau  law,  and  with  their  full  knowledge  of  Mr.Teel^  official  character. 

The  pretense  for  these  violent  and  unlawful  proceedings  may  be  briefly  stated.  Mr. 
Teel,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  had  receivetl,  as  every  other  man  engaged  in 
business  here  does,  certain  moneys  in  Haytian  currency.  This  money  was  sent  to  Mes- 
sieurs Emile  Sievers  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  who  declined  to  receive  it,  and  when  it 
was  returned  to  Mr.  Teel,  the  general  of  the  place,  pretending  to  think  it  unlawful 
mouev,  came  to  seize  it.  Some  three  or  four  young  persons  were  put  to  the  work  of 
examining  it,  and  without,  however,  any  adequate  examination  of  it,  pronounced 
twenty-live  thousand  false  money.  Mr.  Teel  thereupon  stated  that  he  could  show  that 
all  moneys  in  his  possession  had  been  received  in  the  usual  course  of  legitimate  trade, 
and  offered  to  exhibit  to  the  said  general  of  the  place  bis  cash-book,  from  which  could 
easily  be  ascertained  the  names  of  all  persons  from  whom  be  had  received  money, 
since  ho  began  business  at  Mirago&ne.  But  all  representations  and  protestations  were 
unavailin^^  with  this  general  of  the  place^  who  was  and  still  is  a  debtor  of  Mr.  Teel. 

Mr.  Minister,  I  regret  all  these  proceedings  more  than  you  possibly  can  regret  them. 
And  I  must  energetically  ask  of  your  government  Mr.  Teers  immediate  release  from 
prison.  I  make  this  urgent  request,  first,  because  all  the  proceedings  in  searching  his 
house,  arresting  him  and  dragging  him  to  a  prison  twenty-four  miles  from  his  home, 
were  illegal,  utgustifiable,  and  therefore  null  and  void ;  and,  secondly,  because  Mr. 
TeeVs  official  character  as  a  consular  officer  of  the  United  States— not  to  mention  his 
personal  quality  as  a  citizen  thereof— which  clothes  him  with  certain  privileges  and 
immunities  guaranteed  by  the  law  of  nations  and  by  treaty  stipulations  between  my 
Government  s^ud  yours,  has  been  strangely  disregarded  aud  violated  in  the  proceedings 
herein  narrated. 

It  is  my  impression  that  neither  in  England  nor  in  France  nor  in  Germany  wonld  a 
consular  officer  of  the  United  States,  nor  would  a  foreign  consular  officer  in  the  United 
States,  even  when  charged  with  crime,  be  subjected  to  the  proceedings  ordinarily  taken 
against  persons  charged  with  criminal  offenses.  But  here,  Mr.  Teel,  so  far  from  being 
treated  with  the  care  and  consideration  due  to  his  official  character,  has  been  subjected 
to  all  this  violence  and  outrage  without  even  a  compliance  with  the  formalities  required 
by  your  own  laws  for  the  arrest  of  the  commonest  criminals. 

I  therefore  reiterate  my  urgent  request  for  Mr.  TeeFs  immediate  release  from  prison : 
aud  if  in  future  he  or  any  other  consular  officer  of  the  United  States  in  Hayti  is  charged 
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with  any  crimiiial  offense,  immediate  knowledge  of  that  fact,  and  of  the  evidence  against 
him,  should  he  suhmittedto  this  lection. 
I  reapectfally  ask  that  you  will  give  attention  to  this  subject  at  once. 
I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


No.  222. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bassett. 
[Extract.] 

No.  112.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingt(ynj  August  9, 1872. 

Sm:  Your  dispatches  numbered  138,  139,  140,  and  141  have  been 
received. 

Your  action  in  regard  to  the  ill-usage  of  Mr.  Eldredge,  which  forms 
the  subject  of  your  dispatch  No.  139,  is  approved. 


I  am,  &c., 


W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  223. 
Mr.  Bassett  to  jUr.  Fish. 

No.  146.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  August  10, 1872.   (Received  August  27) 

Sib:  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  141,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  which 
the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Charles  F.  Teel,  our  consular  agent 
at  Mirago&ne,  were  stated,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  althougli 
several  communications  have  passed  between  the  Haytian  minister  and 
myself,  and  I  have  had  with  bim  several  interviews  in  relation  to  the 
subject,  and  although  the  charges  and  pretended  suspicions  against  Mr. 
Teel  are  one  by  one  vanishing,  yet  he  is  still  in  prison  at  Anse-^Veau. 
The  minister  has,  however,  promised  me  that  he  will  cause  the  case  to 
be  pushed  forward  and  closed  with  all  possible  expedition. 

As  there  now  appears  to  be  some  reasonable  prospect  of  the  speedy 
release  of  Mr.  Teel,  it  is  perhaps  best  that  I  should  defer  forwarding  the 
correspondence  and  the  not^s  of  interviews  with  the  minister  in  relation 
to  the  case  up  to  this  date,  in  order  that  I  may  be  able  soon,  I  hope,  to 
inclose  them  all  under  one  cover  and  one  comment. 
I  have,  &c., 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 


No.  224. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bassett. 

No.  115.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  2,  1872. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  dispatchea^numbered 

19  F  B  y\Q\t\ze6  by  V  ^^ 
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143  and  146,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles  F.  Teel,  to  which 
the  latter  relates.    I  have  to  inform  yoa  that  the  Department  will  await 
a  farther  report  from  yon. 
I  am,  &C., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  225. 

Mr.  Biissett  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  149.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Hayti^  September  23, 1872.    (Received  October  4.) 

Sib:  Eeferring  to  my  dispatches  No.  141,  of  July  27,  and  No.  146,  of 
the  10th  ultimo,  both  treating  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles  F.  Teel,  United 
States  consular  agent  at  Miragofi.ne,  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
that  srfter  I  had  exchanged  dispatches  with  the  Haytian  minister  of  for- 
eign alfairs,  and  after  I  had  held  several  informal  conversations  with 
him  and  his  colleagues,  on  the  subject,  Mr.  Teel  was  released  from  cus- 
tody on  the  8th  ultimo,  after  an  imprisonment  of  eighteen  days.  In  my 
No.  141 1  sent  inclosed  to  the  Deiiartiuent  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  to  the 
Haytian  minister, recounting  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Tecl's  arrest,  and 
asking,  for  reasons  therein  given,  that  he  be  immediately  and  uncondi- 
tionally released. 

Before  writing  that  dispatch  I,had  explained  to  the  minister,  verbally, 
all  the  facts  alleged  in  the  case,  and  at  his  intimation  and  instance  I 
sent  him  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  in  the  French  language,  with  the  view 
of  facilitating  his  early  action  in  regard  to  the  subject.  He  promptly 
replied  to  this  dispatch  on  the  27th  of  July,  in  a  communication  (see 
inclosure  A)  in  which  he  inclosed  the  reports  of  the  preliminary  pro- 
ceedings in  Mr.  Teel's  case,  and  argued  that  there  had  been  no  indig- 
nity offered  to  Mr.  Teel,  no  injustice  done  to  him,  and  no  illegal  action 
taken  against  him.  He  also  stated  that,  as  the  question  was  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  judiciary,  it  did  not  l>elong  to  the  executive  to  order  Mr. 
Teel's  release  before  his  case  should  be  tried  and  decided  by  the  courts, 
and  seemed  to  rely  upon  the  fact  that  Mr.  Teel  was  engaged  in  business 
for  a  justification  of  his  presumption  that  the  latter's  official  character 
need  not  enter  into  the  subject.  It  had  appeared  to  me  manifestly  im- 
proper, particularly  in  a  country  like  Hayti,  to  admit  the  principle  that 
a  consular  officer  of  the  United  States  can  be  at  any  time  arrested  and 
thrust  into  prison  without  even  the  knowledge  of  his  government,  and 
I  had  therefore  notified  the  minister  in  my  dispatch  that  if,  in  future, 
charges  of  a  criminal  character,  especially,  were  made  against  any  con- 
sular officer  of  the  United  States  here,  information  of  that  fact  should 
be  at  once  given  to  this  legation. 

The  request  seemed  to  somewhat  surprise  the  minister,  and  in  his  dis- 
patch he  asked  for  an  interview  to  discuss  with  me  this  point.  Accord- 
ingly I  called  at  his  office  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  ultimo,  and  at  his 
suggestion  I  gave  him  my  views  in  support  of  the  request.  He  listened 
very  attentively  to  my  remarks,  and  took  full  notes  of  all  that  I  said. 
A  memorandum  of  this  interview  is  herewith  sent.     (See  inclosure  B.) 

On  the  following  morning  I  addressed  to  him  another  dispatch,  (see 
inclosure  0,)  in  which  I  recount  the  statement  that  twenty -five  thousand 
gourdes,  out  of  a  bag  containing  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand, 
were  declared  false,  and  attempt  to  show  him,  by  reminding  him  of  the 
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wretched  condition  of  the  paper  currency  of  this  country  and  of  the 
common  experience  of  merchants  and  others  here  in  regard  to  it,  that 
even  if  this  statement  be  correct  it  would  form  no  just  basis  for  the 
proceedings  against  Mr.  Teel.  The  minister  is  also  reminded  of  the 
apparent  illegality  of  the  proceedings  taken  in  the  case,  and  of  the  lack 
of  consideration  seemingly  shown  in  those  proceedings  for  Mr.  TeePs  offi- 
cial character,  and  he  is  notified  that  the  authorities  of  his  government 
would  be  held  responsible  for  all  injury  which  they  might  in  any  illegal 
way  inflict  upon  Mr.  Teel. 

To  this  dispatch  the  minister  did  not  reply  until  the  8th  ultimo.  But 
meantime  I  saw  and  discussed  with  him  the  case,  informally,  several 
times.  And  I  am  rather  under  the  impression  that,  \yithout  wishing  to 
appear  to  recede  directly  from  the  ground  taken  in  his  dispatch  of  the 
27th  of  July,  he  had,  perhaps,  indirectly  secured  the  release  of  Mr. 
Teel.  At  all  events,  his  dispatch  is  dated  on  the  same  day  on  which  the 
district  attorney  at  Anse-il-Veau  gave  a  verbal  order,  which  was  imme- 
diately carried  into  etfect,  that  Mr.  Teel  should  be  set  at  liberty  and  all 
proceedings  against  him  oe  stopped. 

In  this  dispatch  (see  inclosure  D)  the  minister  argues  again  in  justi- 
fication of  the  action  of  the  authorities  against  Mr.  Teel,  and  labors  to 
show  that  it  was  in  fact  necessary.  He  admits,  however,  the  common 
notoriety  of  my  statement  as  to  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the  paper 
currency  of  this  country,  and  even  concedes  that  every  person  who  has 
on  hand  large  sums  in  these  paper  notes  runs  the  risk  of  having  among 
them  bad  bills.  He  declares,  however,  that  Government  experts  can 
readily  distinguish  between  the  false  and  the  genuine  notes — a  state- 
ment which  is  at  variance  with  nearly  everybody's  experience  here,  and 
at  variance  also  with  the  facts  in  this  verj^  case,  as  appears  from  the 
accompanying  inclosure  E.  Declining  to  accede  to  my  request  for  Mr. 
TeePs  release,  and  pleading  in  refutation  of  my  intimation  that  the  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr.  Teel  were  illegal,  he  declares  that  the  three  pow- 
ers of  the  state — the  executive,  the  legislative,  and  the  judicial — are  in- 
dependent of  one  another,  and  says  the  only  promise  he  can  make  me 
is  that  the  afiair  will  be  hurried  forward  and  be  kept  strictly  within  the 
law.  Soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch  I  learned  by  a  special  mes- 
senger, sent  me  from  Miragoane  and  Anse-A,-Veau,  that  Mr.  Teel  had 
been  set  free  and  pEOceedings  against  him  stopped. 

I  thought  it  best,  however,  to  wait  a  few  days,  to  see  whether  the 
minister  would  himself  inform  me  of  the  fact.  And  although  the  inland 
post  passes  between  the  capital  and  the  other  localities  of  the  republic 
once  a  week,  it  was  not  until  I  had  prepared  my  dispatch  of  the  22d 
ultimo  that  he  disclosed  to  me  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Teel's  release. 

This  dispatch  of  the  22d  ultimo  (see  inclosure  E)  I  judged  it  necessary 
to  write,  in  order  to  review  the  whole  case  of  Mr.  Teel,  and  to  maintain 
the  grounds  which  I  had  taken  in  relation  thereto  in  my  former  dis- 
patches. In  it  the  minister  is  assured  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  recognizes  the  right  of  every  government  to  regulate  its 
own  internal  affairs  in  its  own  way,  but  that  every  government  is  never- 
theless under  the  high  obligations  imposed,  as  well  as  the  high  benefits 
conferred,  by  public  law;  and  has  a  certain  right  to  safeguard  the  inter- 
ests of  its  citizens  sojourning  or  domiciled  in  other  countries. 

The  dispatch  goes  at  length  into  the  details  of  Mr.  Teel's  case,  and 
an  attempt  is  made  to  substantiate  the  statements  already  advanced,  to 
the  effect  that  the  action  against  Mr.  Teel  was  without  justifiable  or 
probable  cause,  was  not  in  accord  with  the  requirements  of  HaytiAn  law, 
and  was  taken  without  due  regard  to  Mr.  Teel's  official  position.     jqIc 
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Comment  is  made  upon  the  three  independent  powers  of  the  state,  and 
occasion  is  taken  to  invite  his  attention  to  the  great  safeguards  of  per- 
sonal liberty  recognized  by  our  law,  especially  to  the  habeas  corpus  and 
the  right  of  recognizance  or  bail. 

And  he  is  reminded  again  that  the  authorities  of  his  government  will 
be  held  accountable  for  all  injury  illegally  inflicted  by  their  action  in 
this  case  upon  Mr.  Teel. 

The  minister  has  verbally  signified  to  me  his  desire  to  make  a  response 
to  this  dispatch.  But  as  in  the  month  which  has  already  passed  sinc^ 
it  was  handed  to  him  I  have  not  received  his  response,  1  concluded  that 
1  would  not  longer  delay  forwarding  to  the  Department  the  correspond- 
ence had  on  the  subject  up  to  this  date. 

This  case  seems  to  me  to  demand  one  or  two  remarks.  It  is  quite 
generally  supposed  that  this  country  is  full  of  counterfeit  paper-currency, 
and  that  these  counterfeit  notes  are  introduced  largely,  if  not  almost  en- 
tirely, through  persons  in  the  United  States. 

In  both  these  suppositions  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  at  least 
some  truth.  The  penalty  which  Ilaytian  law  attaches  to  the  crime  of 
counterfeiting  is  death. 

But  I  am  assured  that  this  penalty  has  never  yet  been  put  into  exe- 
cution. The  extent  to  which  counterfeiting  is  carried  on,  and  the  facil- 
ity with  which  persons  charged  with  this  crime  have  always  heretofore 
escaped  punishment,  seem  to  have  lately  aroused  the  authorities,  and 
they  express  a  determination  to  pursue  to  the  utmost  any  and  every 
person  found  in  any  way  connected  with  the  nefarious  business.  But 
in  Mr.  Teel's  case  there  are  many  reasons,  most  of  which  will  be  found 
at  length  in  the  accompanying  inclosures,  for  believing  that  the  proceed- 
ings against  him  were  very  unjust.  No  one  that  knows  him  could  for 
a  moment  think  him  capable  of  abetting  a  crime.  He  is  known  as  an 
industrious,  thoroughly  honest,  kind-hearted,  inoffensive  man. 

The  proceedings  against  him  were  universally  and  justly  regarded  by 
the  foreign  merchants  here  as  a  great  outrage. 

I  venture  the  unqualified  assertion  that,  if  his  case  is  to  become  a 
precedent,  there  is  not  a  single  foreign  merchant  in  Hay  ti  that  may  not 
at  any  moment  be  subjected  to  the  same  treatment. 

Every  one  felt  all  the  more  indignant  and  astonished  at  the  action  of 
the  authorities  against  Mr.  Teel,  because  there  always  has  been^  until 
the  Jastram  affair  and  this  case  of  TeePs,  a  remarkable  respect,  nungled 
perhaps  with  a  trace  of  fear,  universally  entertained  for  foreign  consular 
officers  of  every  grade  in  Hayti.  Kow,  Mr.  Teel  has  been  unjustly  sub- 
jected to  pecuniary  losses  and  to  the  humiliation  of  imprisonment  by  the 
authorities  of  this  government. 

In  any  well-established  country  he  might  find  redress  through  the 
legal  tribunals.  But  here  an  appeal  to  these  tribunals  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  utterly  useless  in  such  a  case. 

In  view  of  all  the  foregoing  statements,  I  would  respectfully  request  of 
the  Department  an  instruction  as  to  whether  I  shall  officially  mk  of 
this  government  an  indemnity  for  Mr.  Teel. 
I  am,  &c., 

EBENEZEK  D.  BASSETT. 
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A. 

I  TranalatioD.  j 

Mr.  Eth^rt  to  Mr,  Bafisttt, 

Department  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Port  au  Princfy  July  27, 1872. 

Mr.  Minister  :  At  the  same  time  that  yonr  dispatch  of  the  25tb  instant  came  to  hand 
relative  to  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Charles  F.  Ted,  consular  agent  of  the  United  States  at 
Miracoftne,  and  merchant  doing  business  at  that  place,  the  secretary  of  state  of  interior 
expedited  to  me  certified  copies,  Ist,  of  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the  commander  of 
the  arrondissement  of  Nippes,  and,  2d,  of  the  minutes  of  two  investigations  held  in 
relation  to  the  same  subject.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  these  difierent  documents 
under  cover  of  this  communication.  It  will  be  easy  for  you  to  see  thereby  that  Mr. 
Teel  has  not  been  ill-treated  by  the  authorities  of  Marigodne.  The  visit  made  to  his 
house,  the  search  that  was  effected  there,  the  seizure  of  counterfeit  notes,  the  arrest  of 
Mr.  Teel,  were  all  accomplished  in  legal  form ;  and  if  Mr.  Teel  has  been  sent  to  Anse- 
iVVeau,  instead  of  being  imprisoned  at  Miragodne,  it  is  because  the  civil  tribunal  of 
that  arrondissement  has  its  seat  in  the  former  locality ;  it  is  consequently  there  that 
are  found  the  judges  competent  to  take  cognizance  of  his  case. 

You  will  agree  with  me,  Mr.  Minister,  that  if  Mr.  Teel  is  consular-agent  of  the  United 
States,  he  is  at  the  same  time  a  merchant,  and  the  privileges  Which  surround  him, 
certainly,  as  consular-agent  cannot  extend  to  him  in  his  quality  of  merchant. 

If  there  had  been  any  violence  exercised  against  Mr.  Teel,  he  would  have  had  the 
right  to  complain,  but,  as  it  appears  to  me,  such  is  nowise  the  case.  Mr.  Teel  is  suspected 
«f  possessing  counterfeit  money ;  the  authorities  go  to  his  house,  verify  and  seize  on  a 
Hum  of  twenty-five  thousand  gourdes  in  counterfeit  treasury-bills,  cause  him  to  be 
arrested  and  delivered  to  judges  competent  to  take  cognizance  of  his  ease.  I  do  not 
think  that  in  these  facts  we  can  detect  any  reprehensible  proceedings. 

Permit  me  to  observe,  Mr.  Minister,  that  legitimate  suspicions  had  alrea<Vy  been 
established  against  Mr.  Teel,  from  the  moment  that  the  authorities  had  been  informed 
that  Messieurs  E.  Sievers  and  Company  had  refused  to  receive  this  money  from  Mr. 
Teel,  and  had  returned  it  to  him. 

The  affair  in  question  being  now  legally  in  the  hands  of  the  judiciary,  I  do  not  think 
that  it  belongs  to  the  executive  power  to  order  the  immediate  release  of  Mr.  Teel  before 
the  case  shall  be  tried  and  decided. 

As  a  proof,  however,  of  the  steady  desire  of  my  government  to  maintain  the  good  re- 
lations which  exist  between  the  United  States' and  Hayti,  the  secretary  of  state  for 
justice  has  written  to-day  with  the  view  of  hastening  the  investigation  of  the  case. 

The  forms  of  law  will  be  religiously  observed,  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Minister,  and  no  pains 
will  be  spared  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all  tedious  delays. 

I  count  upon  having  an  interview  with  you  on  the  subject  contained  in  the  last  para- 
j^raph  of  your  dispatch,  and  I  pray  you  to  inform  me  when  it  will  be  most  convenient 
lor  yon  to  receive  a  visit  from  me  for  that  purpose. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

L.  ETHJSART, 
Secretary  of  State,  ^c,  4'c. 


1  Translation.! 

A.  Ikhro>'Mej  major- gene rul  commanding  the  arrondissement  of  Sippt»j  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  Interior f  and  of  Agricultare, 

Liberty — Equality  7-Fraterni  ty . 

REPUBLIC  of  hayti. 

No.  695.]  MiRAGOANE,  July  22, 1872,  69th  year  of  the  Independence. 

Mr.  Mini8TFJ{  :  This  will  inform  you  that  Mr.  C.  F.  Teel,  a  merchant  at  this  place, 
sent  some  funds  inclosed  in  a  sealed  bag  to  Messrs.  Emile  Sievers  and  Company, 
merchants  established  at  Port  an  Prince,  to  buy  drafts,  and  that  this  bag,  containing 
$175,554,  was  returned  to  him  by  the  schooner  Nereid,  arriving  here  about  10  o'clock 
this  morning. 

The  authorities  entertaining  legitimate  suspicions  that  thisbag  contained  false  money, 
were  on  the  look-out,  and  immediately  proceeded,  after  seizing  the  ba^,  to  make  a 
domiciliary  visit  to  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Teel  &  Co.,  in  order  to  examine  the  con- 
tents of  the  bag,  as  well  as  of  such  other  places  as  might  be  used  for  the  deposit  of 

funds. 

o 
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The  fact  reinaius  eBtablisbed  that  of  the  $175,554  contaiuod  in  the  bag,  we  fonud 
$25,940  to  be  false  bills  of  the  denomination  of  $20.  Messrs.  C.  F.  Teel  &  Co.  declared 
to  ns  that  they  had  received  this  money  from  varions  debtors,  among  others  from  Mr. 
Gideon  Riob^,  at  whose  place  we  found  in  a  trunk  the  sum  of  $110,072  in  good  bills. 

The  affair  has  therefore  been  referred  to  the  commissary  of  the  government  for  the 
arrondissement  of  Nippes,  together  with  the  documents  in  support  of  the  accusation, 
followed  by  the  arrest  of  the  said  Mr.  Teel,  who  has  been  sent  to  be  tried  by  his  lawful 
judges.  Under  this  cover  are  two  several  minutes  recording  the  result  of  our  investi- 
gations in  the  mater. 

I  pursue  actively  my  functions,  Mr.  Minister,  in  order  that  the  sword  of  justice  shall 
fall  neavily  upon  the  fabricators  of  false  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  salute  you,  very  respectfully. 

A.  DEBROSSE. 


(Traii8Ution.j 
Liberty— Equality—Fraternity. 

REPUBUC  OF  HAYTI. 

On  this  22d  da^  of  July,  lb72,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  independence,  at  II  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning — 

We,  A.  Debrosse,  major-general  commanding  the  arrondissement  of  Nippes,  assiste^l 
by  Mf^or-General  Gl^y  Felix,  commanding  the  commune  of  Miragoftne,  by  the  assist- 
ant magistrate  of  the  same  commune,  and  by  other  officers  of  the  public  force,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Justice  of  the  peace  and  of  his  assistant,  assembled  in  the  commercial 
bouse  of  Messieurs  C.  F.  Teel  ol  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  their  safes  and 
other  objects  used  for  the  deposit  of  funds,  as  it  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
authorities  that  this  firm  had  sent  money  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars,  Uaytian  currency,  to  Messieurs  Emile 
Sievers  &  Co.,  merchants  established  at  Port  an  Prince,  to  purchase  drafts,  which  sum 
was  returned  here  by  the  schooner  Nereid.  Immediately  after  the  landing  we  effected 
the  seizure  of  a  bag,  well  sewed  up  and  sealed,  containing  the  aforesaid  amount. 
^  In  searching,  as  above  stated,  the  objects  that  might  serve  for  the  deposit  of  funds, 
it  resulted  that,  in  the  aforesaid  bag  containing  one  hundred  and  seyenty-five  thousand 
hre  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars,  we  found,  after  examination,  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars  to  be  false  bills  of  the  denomination  of 
twenty  dollars,  which  the  firm  declared  to  have  been  received  from  sundry  persons,  to 
wit,  first,  from  Mr.  GMoon  Riob6,  merchant  of  this  place,  ninety-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  second,  from  Verdinette,  two  thousand  dollars ;  third,  from  Gentil  N.  Alet,  ten 
thousand  dollars;  fourth,  from  P.  Devieux,  eighty-four  thousand  dollars;  fifth,  from 
Milfort,  twelve  thousand  dollars ;  sixth,  from  Bernard,  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  i 
seventh,  from  Valmers,  twenty-four  thousand  one  hundred  five  dollars ;  the  names  of 
other  debtors  were  also  given,  which  will  be  furnished,  if  needed,  at  the  first  investi- 
gation. 

The  above  amount  thus  examined  is  to  be  expedited  to  the  commissary  of  the  gpv^ 
ernmeut  of  this  jurisdiction,  with  the  papers  relating  thereto,  in  order  that  the  affair 
may  be  proceeded  with  according  to  law,  the  arrest  of  the  said  Mr.  Teel  in  the  mean- 
time being  effected. 

Of  all  which  we  have  drawn  up  the  present  miuuto.  on  the  day,  month,  and  year 
above  written,  and  subscribeil  our  names  hereunto. 

C.  F.  TEEL  &  CO. 

DAMBREVILLE. 

G.  FELIX. 

A.  DEBROSSE. 


fTranslatioo.] 
Liberty— Eiquality — Fraternity. 

REPUBLIC  OP    HAYTI. 

On  this  22d  day  of  July,  1872,  at  II  o'clock  in  the  morning — 

We,  A.  Debrosse,  m%jor-general  oommanding  the  arrondissement  of  Nippes,  assisted 
by  Maior-General  G16sy  Felix,  oommanding  the  commune  uf  Miragotlne,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  public  force,  in  the  absence  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  and  oif  his  assistant, 
assembled  in  the  commercial  house  of  Gideon  Riub6  &  Co.,  the  assistant  magistrate  of 
the  commune  being  present,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  safes  and  other  objects 
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lu^  for  the  deposit  of  fuuds,  in  pursuance  of  a  declaration  of  C.  F.  Teel  &  Co.,  who 
asserted  that  their  house  had  received  from  Mr.  G^eon  Riob^  the  value  of  ninety-seven 
thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-three  dollars  (|^,9&3)  during  the  past  week,  and  that 
the  false  hills  in  Mr.  Teel's  possession  may  have  come  from  Mr.  Riob6.  After  having 
searched  the  house  of  the  said  G6deon  Riob^,  we  found  in  bis  trunk  one  hundred 
ten  thousand  seventy-two  dollars  ($110,072)  in  good  treasury-bills. 

And  the  said  G^eon  Riol>6  declared  that  he  bad  delivered  the  aforesaid  some  eight 
days  ago,  and  that  the  clerk  of  the  house  bad  verified  it,  and  that  he  had  given  good 
bills  ;  hence  the  false  bills  in  possession  of  Messrs.  Teel  &  Co.  did  not  come  from  him. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  closed  the  present  minute  the  day,  month,  and  year 
above  written,  and  subscribed  our  names  to  the  same. 

G.  RIOBfi. 
Q.  FELIX. 

DAMBREVILLE  Fiiit. 
A.  DEBROSSE. 


B. 

Memorandum. 

Thursday,  August  1, 1872. 

In  his  dispatch  relating  to  the  Teel  case,  dated  July  27th  ultimo,  the  Haytian  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs  had  requested  of  the  American  minister  an  interview,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  a  point  raised  in  the  latter's  dispatch  of  the  25th  ultimo,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  in  response  thereto  Mr.  Bassett  called  at  the  bureau  of  foreign 
a£Eairs  at  10  o'clock  forenoon,  Thursday,  August  1, 1872. 

After  the  customaiy  exchange  of  courtesies,  the  Haytian  minister,  Mr.  Eth<Sart,  said 
he  would  thank  Mr.  Bassett  it  he  would  amplify  and  define  the  exact  meaning  of  the 
last  ]>aragraph  in  his  dispatch  of  the  25th  ultimo,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  if,  in  future, 
any  consular  officer  of  the  United  States  in  Hayti  be  charged  with  transgressions  of 
the  law  of  this  country,  prompt  notice  of  that  fact  should  be  sent  to  the  United  States 
lection.  Does  Mr.  Bassett  mean  that  such  notification  should  be  thus  sent  before 
initial  proceedings  be  taken  against  these  officers,  in  case  the^  be  charged  with  mis- 
demeanors or  crimes  f    If  so,  might  it  not  lead  to  opportunity  ror  the  guilty  to  escape  f 

Mr.  Bassett  responded  that  the  request  under  consideration  might  he  considered  in 
law  as  one  resting  upon  international  courtesy — perhaps  privilege.  But  it  was  based 
upon  good  reason.  The  law  of  nations  and  specific  international  stipulations,  such, 
for  example,  as  those  contained  in  the  consular  conventions  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  between  the  United  States  and  Italy,  recognize  special  discriminations  be- 
fore the  municipal  law  in  favor  of  consular  officers  of  every  grade.  The  reason  for 
this  is  that  these  officers  are  clothed  with  a  certain  representative  character.  They 
are  charged  to  safeguard  in  foreign  ports  the  commercial  interests  of  their  country,  and 
sometimes  even  are  authorized  to  exercise  quasi  diplomatic  functions.  The  immunities 
to  which  they  are  entitled  do  not,  however,  amount  to  those  conferred  upon  diplomatic 
representatives.  Yet  they  are  of  such  a  character  that  the  municipal  law  in  case  of  a 
charge  upon  probable  or  other  good  cause,  of  misdemeanor,  or  crime,  should  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  a  consular  officer  with  delicacy  and  prudence,  and  with  special  consider- 
ation for  the  good  name  of  his  government,  his  consular  office  and  dwelling,  and  his 
person.  The  commission  that  he  bears  from  his  own  government,  and  the  exequatur 
that  he  receives  from  the  government  of  the  country  to  which  he  is  sent,  concur  in 
suggesting  the  impropriety  of  snatching  him  from  his  official  functions  and  summarily 
thrusting  him  into  prison,  particularly  on  slight  or  insufficient  cause  or  suspicion, 
while  he  is  yet  in  full  possession  of  these  credentials.  Each  nation  might  Justly  be 
too  jealous  of  its  official  letters  to  see  willingly  one  who  holds  them  thus  inconsider- 
ately dealt  with.  In  the  United  States  express  provision  is  made  by  the  Constitution 
for  the  trial  of  all  cases  to  which  a  foreign  consular  officer  is  a  party.  Besides,  the 
United  States  Government  selects  with  care  and  deliberation  those  whom  it  intrusts 
with  the  consular  dignity.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  they  are  men  of  character,  and 
certainly  not  likely  to  be  persons  capable  of  willful  infringements  upon  the  municipal 
law  of  any  country.  Surely  that  Government  would  not  desire  to  continue  in  its  con- 
sular service  any  person  against  whom  serious  charges  are  substantiated.  Ought  it 
not,  then,  to  have  early  knowledge  of  any  such  charges  f  The  representative  char- 
acter of  the  consul,  the  importance  of  the  interests  he  is  charged  to  safeguard,  due 
respect  for  the  good  name  of  his  Government,  the  dignity  of  his  office,  the  presump- 
tions in  favor  of  his  uprightness  of  character,  all  seem  to  demand  that,  in  the  case 
supposed,  bis  Government  should  at  least  have  this  early  knowledge. 

Mr.  Bassett  also  gave  special  references  to  the  provisions  of  several  consular  conven- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  other  powers,  dwelling  particularly  np^on  the  one 
made  with  France  in  1853,  and  the  one  with  Italy  in  1868.  )igitized  by  CtOOQIC 
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The  Haytian  miuister  listened  atteutively  to  these  remarks,  and  took  full  notes  of 
all  that  Mr.  Bassett  said.  He  asked  Mr.  Bassett  if  he  could  have  the  opportunity  of 
consnltine  the  volumes  to  which  reference  had  been  made.  He  was  of  course  told  that 
every  facuity  would  be  ^ven  him  in  this  regard. 

Mr.  Ethdart,  the  Haytian  minister,  having  made  some  allusion  to  the  special  case  of 
Mr.  Teel,  Mr.  Bassett  said  he  was  well  convinced  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  in 
support  of  the  charges  made  against  that  consular  officer,  and  of  the  injustice  done  by  his 
summary  arrest  and  imprisonment,  and  that  it  seemed  to  him  but  just  to  observe  that 
the  Haytian  authorities,  who  are  responsible  for  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Teel,  ought 
to  be  held  accountable  for  all  injurv  done  thereby. 

Minister  £th6ai*t  observed  thoughtfully  and  hesitatingly  that  it  was  not  perhaps  al> 
ways  easy  to  insure  a  faithful  and  prudent  execution  of  the  law  in  countries  like 
Hayti.  He  then  thanked  Mr.  Bassett  for  calling  at  the  bureau  of  foreign  affairs,  say- 
ing that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  called  at  the  United  States  legation  for  the  inter- 
view. Thereupon  a  few  moments  of  pleasant  personal  conversation  ended  the  confer- 
ence. 


C. 

Mr.  BaHHttt  to  Mr.  Kthi'arL 

Lkcjation  of  thk  United  States, 

Fort  ait  Prince,  August  2,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackuowlod«^e  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  ul- 
timo, in  answer  to  mine  of  the  25th,  in  reference  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Teel,  United  States  consular  agent  at  MiragoA>ne,  and  I  must  frankly  say  ta 
you  that  neither  your  dispatch  nor  my  conversation  with  you  yesterday  has  in  the 
least  relieved  my  mind  of  the  views  and  opinions  expressed  in  my  said  dispatch  of  the 
25th  ultimo. 

In  Mr.  TeeVs  possession  were  found  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars^ 
Haytian,  which  had  been  sent  by  him  to  E.  Sievers  &  Company,  Port  au  Prince,  and 
by  them  returned  to  him.  Thereupon,  Mr.  Teel's  house,  store,  and  premises  were 
searched.  Twenty-five  thonsand  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars were  declared  false  money.  Mr.  Teol  was  then  arrested  and  taken  to  x)rison  to  Anse- 
^-Veau. 

I  am  sure  that  no  impartial  merchant,  or  other  person  who  is  practically  cognizant 
of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the  currency  of  this  country,  would  consider  the  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr.  Teel  as  justified  by  the  facts  in  his  case.  It  is  not  pretended  that 
Mr.  Teel  was  engaged  in  counterfeiting  the  currency  of  the  country.  It  is  not  claimed 
that  he  had  not  fairly  and  in  good  faith  received  the  moneys  found  in  his  possession. 
Every  one  in  this  community  knows  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the  false  money 
notes  from  the  genuine.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  speech  and  notoriety  that,  in  the 
present  nnfortunate  condition  of  the  paper  currency  of  this  country,  the  counterfeit 
notes  often  escape  the  greatest  care  and  scrutiny.  In  my  opinion,  any  merchant  or 
other  person  who  handles  large  quantities  of  this  currency  is  liable  to  have  false  notes 
imposed  upon  him.  No  merchant  in  this  country  can  feel  assured  that  he  is  entirely,  or 
even  generally,  safe  from  these  false  notes.  I  cannot  myself  distinguish  them.  Can 
you  yourself  do  so,  Mr.  Minister,  in  every  case,  or  even  in  a  majority  of  cases  T  I  deny, 
therefore,  in  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  tnat  there  was  justifiable  ground,  or  even 
probable  cause,  for  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Teel. 

Again,  the  fundamental  law  of  this  country,  the  constitution  of  the  reimblic  of  Hayti , 
in  section  3,  articles  16, 17,  and  18,  makes  express  provisions  for  the  guarantee  of  per- 
sonal liberty.  It  directs  in  what  manner  arrests  and  domiciliary  visits  may  be  made. 
The  terms  of  these  provisions  were  not  complied  with  in  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Teel  and  the 
searching  of  his  premises.  The  proceedings  against  him  were  therefore  illegal.  They 
were,  in  fact,  a  clear  infringement  on  the  lundamental  law  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Teel  is  a  consular  officer  of  the  United  States.  In  that  character  he  holds  a  com- 
mission from  that  Government,  and  an  exequatur  from  yours.  According  to  well- 
settled  principles  every  person  commissioned  and  recognized  in  this  quality  is  under 
the  special  protection  of  international  law.  And  in  the  eye  of  that  law  he  has  claims 
to  protection  and  consideration  to  which  an  unofficial  person  may  not  be  entitled.  I 
do  not  claim  that  a  merely  consular  officer  engaged  in  business  has  an  entire  immunity 
from  arrest.  His  engaging  in  busiuess  does  not,  however,  absolve  him  from  responsi- 
bility to  his  own  government,  nor  does  it  take  from  him  the  special  protection  of  inter- 
national law.  But  considerations  of  friendship  for  his  government  and  regard  for  its 
good  name,  do,  in  all  cases,  require  that  whenever  for  good  and  ample  cause  it  is  neoes- 


HAYTI.  297 

sary  to  take  legal  procoediogs,  especially  of  a  crimiDal  character,  against  him,  this 
shoald  be  doue  with  delicacy  and  caution. 

What,  then,  shall  be  thought  of  the  treatment  which  Mr.  Teel  has  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  the  authorities  of  this  government  f  He  was  arrested  without  probable  or 
justifiable  cause ;  his  premises  were  searched,  and  he  was  taken  to  prison  without  a 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land ;  and  the  deli- 
cacy and  consideration  which  might  have  been  a<^udged  due  to  his  official  character 
were  not  shown,  either  to  him  or  to  this  legation. 

Mr.  Minister,  I  reiterate  all  that  is  said  in  my  dispatch  of  the  25th  ultimo,  and 
especially  do  I  reiterate  the  urgent  request  for  Mr.  TeePs  immediate  release  from 
prison. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  for  all  the  injury  which  may  be  in  any 
illegal  way  indicted  upon  Mr.  Teel  by  the  authorities  of  your  governmeut,  I  shall  hold 
it  responsible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  Minister,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBENEZER  D.  BASSETT. 

Hon.  L.  Eth^.vrt, 

Secretary  of  State,  <|'c.,  ^c. 


D. 

[TranslAtioD.] 

Mr.  Ethdart  to  Mr,  BassetL 

Department  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Port  au  Prince^  August  8,  lb72. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
2d  instant,  in  answer  to  the  one  that  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

It  is  beyond  doubt  that  if  the  right  of  the  government  to  make  precautionary 
arrests  could  be  contested,  when,  after  a  domiciliary  visit,  it  finds  itself  in  possession 
of  documents  furnishing  sufficient  motive  for  such  an  arrest,  then  the  administration 
would  find  itself  in  the  impossibility  of  fulfilling  its  functions,  and  this  point  being 
conceded,  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors  committed  would  remain  unpunished. 

Legitimate  suspicions  were  established  against  Mr.  Teel  after  his  money  was  sent 
back  from  here  by  Messrs.  E.  Sievers  &  Company.  His  house  was  visited,  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  gourdes  ($25,000)  in  false  papers  were  found.  These  are  facts  that  it  is 
impossible  to  deny.  Could  the  authorities  stop  there  without  taking  any  further 
measure  against  Mr.  Teel  ?  Did  it  become  those  authorities  to  abstain  from  handing 
this  affair  over  to  justice  f  And  how  could  it  do  so,  according  to  the  forms  i>rescribea 
by  the  law,  without  making  sure  of  the  x>erson  of  Mr.  Teel  ?  The  examination  of  the 
mattOT  will  make  known  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mr.  Teel,  who  will  show  whether  he 
received  in  good  faith  or  fabricated  the  false  papers  that  he  had  in  his  possession,  and 
then  Mr.  Teel  will  be  released  or  punished. 

I  have  given  you  the  formal  assurance,  Mr.  Minister,  that  the  secretary  of  state  for 
justice  has  written  to  Anse-^Veau  to  hasten  with  all  due  diligence  the  examination  of 
the  affair,  and  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  all  tedious  delays.  I  will  hasten  to 
transmit  to  you  all  communications  relating  to  this  affair  as  soon  as  ho  shall  send  them 
to  me. 

It  is  true  that  persons  are  generally  pleased  to  say  that  it  is  not  possible  to  distin- 
guish false  bills  irom  the  genuine ;  but  this  is  certain,  that  officers  named  by  the  ad- 
ministration to  distin^ish  them  know  very  well  how  to  recognize  them ;  and  there 
are  certain  indices  which  are  sure  guides  in  this  matter.  I  admit  that  every  person, 
who  has  on  hand  large  sums  in  paper  money,  runs  the  risk  of  having  some  bad  bills ; 
but  then  as  soon  as  the  quantity  passes  beyond  a  reasonable  limit,  the  authorities  have 
certainly  the  right  to  take  measures  to  assure  themselves  of  the  source  from  whence 
these  papers  emanate,  and  this  is  what  has  been  done  in  regard  to  l^Ii*.  Teel. 

You  will,  therefore,  recognize  with  me,  Mr.  Minister,  after  having  well  weighed 
these  arguments,  that  the  measures  taken  against  Mr.  Teel  are  not  unjust,  and  that 
the  authorities  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  culpable  negligence  if  such  measures  had 
not  been  employed. 

Articles  16, 17, 18  of  the  constitution  that  you  invoke  in  favor  of  Mr.  Teel,  in  my 
opinion,  have  not  been  violated. 

The  motive  of  the  arrest  is  well  known ;  the  law,  in  execution  of  which  this  arrest 
was  ordered,  is  also.  Mr.  Teel  has  not  been  taken  away  from  his  proper  judges ;  and 
while  it  is  true  that  the  constitution  declares  that  the  house  of  every  person  dwelling 
on  Haytian  soil  is  an  inviolate  asylum,  yet  nevertheless  domiciliary  visits  are  author- 
ized within  the  forms  prescribed  by  law. 
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The  affair  of  Mr.  Teel  having  been  delivered  over  to  the  judiciary,  if  the  executive, 
by  its  own  authority,  ordered  the  immediate  release  of  Mr.  Teel,  then  the  constitutien 
would  be  violated,  for  there  are  indeed  three  powers  in  the  state,  and  they  are  inde- 
pendent one  of  the  other.  (Articles  41  and  43,  title  iii.)  From  all  that  precedes  it  fol- 
lows, Mr.  Minister,  that  no  violence  has  been  exercised  against  Mr.  Teel ;  that  suspi- 
cions having  been  established  against  him  his  arrest  took  place  in  the  forms  that  the 
law  prescribes ;  that  he  has  been  handed  over  to  his  proper  judges,  and  that  it  does 
not  belong  to  the  government  for  the  moment  to  order  his  release. 

All  the  assurance  that  I  can  give  yon — assurance  that  I  make  it  a  point  to  repeat  to 
you—is,  that  the  examination  of  the  affair  will  go  on  actively,  and  that  the  solution  of 
it  will  be  in  no  way  retarded. 

Receive,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  vcrv  high  consideration. 

L.  ETH^ART. 


E. 

Mr,  Basmtt  to  Mr.  Ethearf. 

Legation  of  the  United  Stated, 

PoH  au  Prince,  August  22, 1872. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  8th  instant,  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles  F.  Teel, 
United  States  consular  agent  at  Mirago^ne,  was  handed  to  me  on  the  10th  instant.  I 
have  delayed  until  now  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  its  reception,  because  I  hoped 
that  the  more  direct  method  of  personal  communication  with  you  would  result  in  an 
early  favorable  settlement  of  that  case.  I  regretted,  however,  to  learn  from  your 
friendly  personal  note  of  Saturday's  date,  as  well  as  from  the  verbal  message  which 
you  were  good  enough  to  send  me  day  before  yesterday,  that  no  knowledge  of  any  such 
settlement  had  up  to  that  time  reached  your  government.  Nevertheless  I  have  received 
from  other  sources  direct  and  reliable  information  that  Mr.  Teel,  because  of  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  evidence  against  him,  was  released  from  custody  by  the  authorities  at 
Anse-^Veau,  on  the  8th  instant,  after  an  imprisonment  of  eighteen  days. 

There  are,  however,  some  facts  and  principles  involved  in  tliis  case,  and  some  state- 
ments in  your  dispatch,  which  seem  to  require  thoughtful  consideration. 

Permit  me  to  observe  that  if  the  first  paragraph  in  your  dispatch  was  evoked  by 
any  expression  in  my  dispatches  to  you  on  this  subject,  I  must  have  been  unfortunate 
in  the  language  which  I  employed  to  convey  my  meaning.  It  is  certainly  in  the  inter- 
est of  all  governments  that  offenses  against  the  well-being  of  society  should  be  every- 
where checked,  and  the  United  Stat^  do  not  deny  the  right  of  every  other  govern- 
ment to  adopt  and  enforce  its  own  laws  in  this  regard  within  its  own  territory.  But 
all  civilized  states  are  under  the  high  obligations  enjoined,  as  well  as  the  hi^h  benefits 
conferred,  by  the  law  of  nations.  And  every  such  stat'C  has  the  right  to  insist  that  its 
citizens  or  subjects  sojourning  or  domiciled  in  any  other  state,  shall  not,  in  the  eye  of 
that  high  law,  be  unjustly  dealt  with.  These  principles,  Mr.  Minister,  were  intended 
to  be  kept  fully  in  view  in  the  dispatches  which  have  been  addressed  to  you  by  this 
legation  in  regard  to  Mr.  TeeVs  case. 

What  strikes  us  unfavorably  in  the  action  t^ken  with  Mr.  Teel  is,  that  his  premises 
were  searched ;  he  was  himself  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  subjected  to  the  humilia- 
tion of  imprisonment  on  insufficient  evidence,  without  a  compliance  with  the  forms 
required  by  Haytian  law,  and  with  no  apparent  regard  to  his  official  position  as  a  con- 
sular officer  of  the  United  States. 

And  first  yon  will  allow  me  to  allude  to  the  evidence.  Ton  are  pleased  to  admit  in 
your  dispatch  that  "  every  person  who  has  in  hand  large  sums  in  (Haytian)  paper  cur- 
rency runs  the  risk  of  having  some  bad  bills,"  and  the  common  notoriety  of  the  asser- 
tion that  it  IB  not  possible  t<o  distinguish  between  the  false  and  the  genuine  notes  of 
the  Haytian  currency.  But  if  it  is  correct,  as  you  inform  me,  that  there  are  certain 
sure  indices  by  which  the  false  and  the  true  bills  can  be  distinguished,  I  think  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  this  information  has  not  been  placed  within  reach  of  persons  whose 
legitimate  business  brings  on  their  hands  large  sums  which  may  entail  upon  them  the 
TiSk  of  having  some  bad  l)ills.  Mr.  Teel  ran  this  risk,  and  has  sadly  suffered  for  it.  He 
had  in  this  currency  on  his  premises  at  Mirago&ne,  when  they  were  searched  by  the 
authorities  there  on  the  22d  ultimo,  about  (400,000  in  his  safe,  and  about  |175,000  in  a 
sealed  bag,  which  had  just  been  returned  to  him  from  Port  au  Prince.  Now,  out  of  this 
1575,000  the  authorities  at  Miragoftue  pronounced  about  $25,000,  or  a  little  less  than  4^ 
per  centum  false  money.  The  bag  of  $175,000,  containing  the  alleged  false  notes,  was,  I 
am  reliably  informed,  examined  again  at  Anse-^Yeau  by  the  authorities  there,  and  only 
about  $11,000,  or  about  2  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  found,  in  Mr.  Teel's  possession, 
and  about  6  per  centum  of  the  $175,000,  were  declared  false. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  even  the  government  atithoritic8)|W]^^^^ci^^):(^^J^ur- 


HAYTI.  299 

Tvwcy  arc,  after  all,  very  iimchlike  the  rest  of  us  in  their  liability  to  misjudge  between 
the  ^Ise  and  the  true  bills»  else  how  out  of  the  same  bajj  of  money  could  $25,000  be 
pronounced  false  by  one  set  of  officials,  and  only  $11,000  so  pronounced  by  another 
Met  of  officials?  The  question  might  also  here  arise  whether,  if  one  have  of  false 
notes  2,  or  4,  or  6  per  centum  in  a  large  amount  of  this  currency,  he  would  pass  the 
"  reasonable  limit"  to  which  you  refer.  Besides  all  this,  Mr.  Teel  offered  to  show  by 
bis  books  the  legitimate  sources  from  which  he  had  received  in  course  of  regular  trade 
all  moneys  found  in  his  possession. 

Indeed  I  should  certainly  be  quite  willing  to  leave  it  to  any  jury  of  impartial  mer- 
chants or  other  competent  persons  here,  who  are  accustomed  to  receiving  and  giving 
out  in  legitimate  trade  large  sums  of  this  currency,  to  say  whether  there  is  in  these 
statements  anything  to  warrant  the  proceedings  taken  against  Mr.  Teel,  and  I  presume 
it  would  be  of  interest  to  all  such  persons  to  know  whether  it  is  to  be  considered  that 
Mr.  Teal's  case  ought  to  become  a  precedent.  For  my  own  part,  I  insist  that,  in  view 
of  all  the  peculiar  circumstances,  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Teel  were  taken  without 
justifiable  or  probable  cau^e. 

Permit  me  to  inquire  also  whether  these  proceedings  were  altogether  within  the 
forms  and  requirements  of  Haytian  law. 

Article  16  of  the  constitution  of  the  Haytian  republic  expressly  declares  that  an  act 
for  the  arrest  of  a  person  is  not  valid  unless  it  expresses  formally  the  cause  of  arrest 
and  the  law  in  execution  of  which  the  arrest  is  ordered,  and  further,  that  it  is  not  valid 
unless  a  copy  of  the  warrant  ordering  the  person's  arrest  be  left  with  him.  Article  18 
,  of  the  same  instrument  declares  that  no  domiciliary  visit  shall  be  made  except  in  vir- 
tue of  the  law  and  in  the  forms  that  it  prescribes.  But  in  spite  of  Mr.  TeePs  demands 
in  this  regard,  no  warrant  for  his  arrest  was  shown  either  to  him  or  to  any  person  con- 
nected with  him  ;  there  was  no  law  cifced  to  him^  and  no  copy  of  any  warrant  was  left 
with  him.  His  private  dwelling  and  his  store  were  searched,  but  no  authority  was 
shown  for  this  proceeding.  Were  there  then,  Mr.  Minister,  no  infringements  upon  the 
fundamental  law  of  Hay  ti,  no  violations  of  it,  in  the  action  of  the  authorities  of  your 
government  against  Mr.  Teel  ? 

Again,  Mr.  Teel's  official  position  clearly  entitles  him,  under  the  law  of  nations,  to 
some  special  consideration,  which  was,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  no  way  shown  him.  I 
venture  the  opinion  that  in  no  well-established  country  in  the  world  can  one  who  is 
at  the  same  time  a  citizen  and  consular  officer  of  a  foreign  state  be,  as  Mr.  Teel  was, 
summarily  arrested  and  taken  to  prison.  No  notice  of  his  arrest  and  imprisonmenii 
was  sent  to  this  legation.  That  is  to  say,  a  consular  officer  of  the  United  States  was, 
upon  an  inadequate  cause,  summarily  taken  from  his  official  functions,  and  actually 
confined  in  prison,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  government.  A  consular  officer  of 
the  United  States  in  prison !  Is  there  no  apparent  disrespect  to  the  good  name  and 
good  friendship  of  his  Government  in  such  a  proceeding  as  this  ?  I  am  sure,  however, 
tliat  your  government  in  these  proceedings  certainly  intended  no  actual  disrespect 
to  us. 

You  inform  me  that  in  such  a  case  as  Mr.  Teel's  the  executive  could  not  interfere  to 
secure  his  release.  We  have  in  the  United  States  the  same  three  independent  divisions 
of  the  Government  as  those  which,  you  inform  me,  exist  in  Hayti,  namely,  the  execu- 
tive, the  legislative,  and  the  judicial.  But  in  all  criminal  cases  the  Government  is  a 
party,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  must  be  so  everywhere,  because  crime  is  everywhere 
a  public  offense.  If  therefore  the  executive,  from  international  or  other  considerations, 
desires  proceedings  to  be  discontinued  in  a  criminal  case,  it  can  at  any  proper  stage 
order  to  be  entered  a  nolle  prosequi.  It  is  indeed  singular  if  such  a  process  is  unknown 
here. 

It  is,  perhaps,  to  be  regretted  that  the  great  safeguards  thrown  around  personal 
sccarity  and  individual  liberty  by  American  and  English  law,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
and  the  system  of  recognizance  or  bail,  are  not  incorporated  in  your  judicial  system. 
One  result  of  a  judicial  system  without  these  great  safeguards  is,  that  summary  '^  pre- 
cautionary arrests"  and  the  '^  making  sure  of  the  person,"  in  the  sense  in  which  you 
use  these  terms  in  your  dispatch,  may  occur  to  the  very  ^reat  injury  of  innocent  par- 
ties. But  to  regulate  all  such  questions  is  the  unquestioned  concern  of  every  inde- 
I^endent  state.  We  claim  no  right  whatever,  and  certainly  do  not  propose,  to  interfere 
with  it  in  Hayti. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  grave  wrong  has  been  com- 
mitted in  the  proceedings  of  the  authorities  of  your  government  against  Mr.  Teel.  and 
that  duty  obliges  me  to  reiterate  to  you  that  I  hold  your  government  responsible  for 
all  damage  and  injury  done  to  him  by  these  proceedings. 

I  avail  myself,  Mr.  Minister,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
very  high  consideration. 

EBENEZER  D.  BAS8ETT. 

Hon.  L.  Eth6art, 

Secretary  of  State j  tjc,  ^r.,  ^r. 
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Xo.  220. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  BassetL 

No.  118.]  Department  of  State, 

Wdshingtonj  October  5,  1872. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  149,  of  the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Teel,  consular  agent  at  Miragoane,  has  been  received. 
The  Department  approves  of  the  diligence  and  patriotic  spirit  which 
have  characterized  your  proceedings  with  reference  to  that  case.  Its 
occurrence,  so  soon  after  that  of  Mr.  Jastram,  looks  as  if  the  Haytian 
authorities  were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  persecution  against  oflScers  of 
the  United  States  of  that  class.  The  arrest  and'  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
Teel  certainly  appear  to  have  had  at  least  an  ingredient  of  malice  in 
them.  There  was  nothing,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  in  his  antecedents, 
which  could  lead  to  the  presumption  that  he  would  deal  in  counterfeit 
l>aper  currency,  knowing  it  to  be  such.  The  difl&culty  of  distinguishing 
between  the  genuine  and  the  spurious,  even  on  the  part  of  skilled  and 
experienced  government  officers  in  Hayti,  is  acknowledged,  and  was 
shown  by  the  wide  discrepancy  of  the  results  of  the  two  examinations 
of  the  paper  which  Mr.  Teel  had  sent  to  Port  au  Prince.  The  tnost 
careful  and  honest  private  person,  therefore,  might  easily  be  imposed 
upon  in  the  receipt  and  payment  of  such  currency.  By  ultimately 
releasing  Mr.  Teel  without  trial,  that  government  may  be  said  to  have 
acknowledged  that  the  proceedings  against  him  were  baseless  and 
without  probable  cause.  You  will,  consequently,  intimate  that  it  is  ex- 
I)ected  he  will  be  indemnified  for  the  injury  which  he  lias  sustained. 
T  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


HONDURAS. 

No.  227. 

Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr.  Fi^h. 

No.  39.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegucigalpa,  Honduras j  September  1, 1871.    (Received  Oct.14.) 

Sm :  The  political  condition  of  Honduras  since  the  close  of  the  war 
with  Salvador  would  seem  to  be  very  quiet  and  satisfactory. 

President  Medina,  however,  has  thought  fit  to  submit  to  the  i)eople 
tke  question,  whether  it  be  their  wish  that  he  serve  the  remaining  two 
years  of  his  second  term  as  President  |  upon  which  he  asks  the  people 
to  vote  yes  or  no  in  October  next.  This  course  is  undoubtedly  taken  by 
the  President  on  account  of  the  considerable  dissatisfaction  expressed, 
and  the  revolution  attempted  during  the  war  with  Salvador. 

Honduras  has  been  thrown  into  a  great  commotion  and  excitement 
owing  to  the  banding  together  of  an  armed  force  of  about  three  hundred 
desperadoes,  under  the  command  of  one  of  the  Hatruche  leaders  by  the 
name  of  Sambrano,  who  have  been  burning  and  plundering  to  considerable 
extent  toward  the  Pacific  coast.    The  military  have,  however,  been  in 
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pursuit,  and  have  met,  attacked,  and  dispersed  them,  killiug  quite  a  num- 
ber, and  taking  many  prisoners,  among  whom  is  the  leader,  Sambrano. 
This  will  undoubtedly  settle  the  matter  and  restore  quiet. 

The  Interoceanic  Railway  is  not  progressing  very  rapidly  just  now,  very 
little  bein^  done  on  the  second,  and  nothing  on  the  third  section.  The 
cause  for  this  condition  of  things,  as  ascribed  by  the  managers  of  the 
works  is,  that  during  the  war  it  was  almost  impossible  to  procure  labor, 
and  the  works  have  not  yet  been  resumed. 

In  many  localities  the  first  planting  of  corn  has  been  almost  entirely 
destroyed  owing  to  the  exceeding  dry  season.  J!he  second  crop  is  just 
being  put  in,  and  should  the  season  for  this  prove  favorable,  will  very 
much  relieve  the  want  that  will  be  felt  from  the  failure  of  the  first. 

The  health  of  Honduras  thus  far  this  scfison  has  been  good. 
I  have,  &c., 

IIENl^Y  BAXTER. 


No.  228. 
Mr,  Baxter  to  Mr,  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

No.  40.j  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegucigalpa^  RondiiraSj  October  2,  1871.    (Received  Nov.  IG.) 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  numbered  39,  dated  September  1st,  I  stated  that 
the  armed  force  of  desperadoes  that  were  banded  together,  and  had  been 
committing  serious  depredations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pacific  coast,  had 
been  dispersed  by  the  military,  and  this  would  probably  put  an  end  to 
this  trouble.  In  this,  however,  I  misjudged ;  for  these  desperadoes  very 
soon  reunited,  and  are  now  reported  stronger  than  ever,  the  reported 
number  varying  from  four  to  seven  hundred ;  that  prominent  despera- 
does from  Nicaragua  have  joined  them,  and  that  the  matter  is  assuming 
a  semi-political  character.  About  the  middle  of  last  month  a  detach- 
ment of  soldiers  sent  against  them  was  thoroughly  and  entirely  defeated, 
and  the  survivors  so  scattered  that  they  did  not  reunite,  and  the  entire 
country  seems  thoroughly  alarmed. 

•Active  measures  are  being  taken  to  get  a  suflicient  force  together  to 
overpower  and  put  them  down.    In  the  mean  time  the  citizens  of  the 
cities  are  organizing  to  defend  themselves  and  property  if  necessary. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


No.  229. 
Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr,  Finh, 

No.  4:3. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegucigalpa^  Honduras^  December  4, 1871.  (Received  Jan.  1.) 
Siu:  Honduras  still  continues  in  a  very  unsettled  state,  owing  to  the 
yet  unconquered  and  unsubdued  band  of  Indians  and  desperadoes,  of 
which  I  have  made  mention  in  previous  dispatches.  Although  they 
have  been  met  and  routed  several  times  by  the  soldiery,  the  country  is 
such  that  when  attacked,  if  overi>owered,  they  are  enabled  to  disperse 
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for  the  time,  flee  to  the  monntains,  and  soon  reuuite  in  some  other 
locality  in  their  full  strength,  to  continue  their  outrages  and  robberies, 
thus  rendering  the  entire  southern  portion  of  Honduras  inse(!ure  and 
unsafe  for  travel  or  transportation,  and  business  almost  entirely  piura- 
lyased.  It  is  with  great  difficulty  that  communication  is  had  with 
Amapala  and  the  interior,  rendering  our  mails  very  irregular  and  uncer- 
tain. 

There  are  now  vague  rumors  of  the  probability  that  the  governments 
of  Salvador  and  Gautemala  may  unite  to  overthrow  the  present  gov- 
ernment of  Honduras ;  but  with  how  much  foundation  I  am  unable  to 
say. 

J  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


No.  230. 

Mr.  Baxter  io  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  47,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegtmgalpay  Honduras j  March  11, 1872.  (Received  April  "2.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  treaty  made  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  Honduras  with  the  insurgent  leaders  of  the  Indian  faction 
that  had  for  some  time  been  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  country  and 
committing  serious  depredations,  (of  which  I  have  heretofore  made 
mention,)  and  since  said  treaty  there  has  been  internal  quiet. 

I  also  forward  the  message  of  President  Medina  to  Congress  on  its 
convening  at  Comayagua  on  February  9.  There  are  still  many  rumors 
of  a  possible  war  between  Honduras  and  Salvador ;  but  it  is  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  that  there  will  be  a  peaceful  solution  of  all  questions  of 
differences,  and  that  amicable  relations  may  be  maintained. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


No.  231. 

Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  49.]    ^       Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegucigalpa^  Honduras^  March  30, 1872.  (Received  May  4.) 
Sib:  The  political  relations  between  the  governments  of  Honduras 
and  Salvador  (and  particularly  the  respective  Presidents  of  the  two 
republics)  for  some  time  past  has^  by  no  means  been  friendly,  the  press 
of  Salvador  being  especially  bitter  against  President  Medina,  and 
it  has  been  thought  very  probable  that  Salvador  and  Guatemala  were 
likely  to  unite  to  make  war  upon  Honduras,  (which  now  is  belie vexl  to 
be  almost  certain,)  and  for  the  sole  puriK)se  to  displace  President  Medina. 
I  inclose  a  printed  decree  of  President  Medina,  declaring  at  an  end  all 
official  relations  between  Honduras  and  Salvador,  until  a  good  under- 
standing is  reestablished,  and  putting  the  army  of  Honduras  on  a  war- 
footing,  &c.  War  is  universally  considered  inevitable,  and  by  citizens 
of  Honduras  opposed  to  President  Medina  (of  whom  there^are  many)  his 
overthrow  as  certain.  ■■   .u  C^ 
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The  Honduras  Railway  is  not  being  pushed  with  special  energy,  and 
oertainly  its  speedy  completion  from  present  appearances  cannot  be  an- 
ticipated. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER: 


No.  232. 

Mr,  Baxter  to  Mr.  Pish, 

No.  51. J  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Tegucigalpa^  Honduras^  May  15, 1872.  (Received  July  3.) 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  war  which  has  been  so  long 
imminent  between  Honduras  and  Salvador  has  resulted  in  the  declaration 
of  war  by  Salvador,  ♦  ♦  •  and  it  is  reported  (upon  what  authority 
I  do  not  know)  that  Guatemala  joins  with  Salvador  in  the  war.  *  *  ♦ 
President  Medina  has  deposited  the  executive  power  of  the  republic  in  the 
hands  of  Hon.  Cresencio  Gomez,  and  has  taken  command-in-chief  of  the 
army.  On  the  3d  or  4th  instant,  a  division  of  the  Salvadorian  army, 
commanded  by  General  Juan  Antonio  Medina,  invaded  Honduras,  and  at 
SabaYia  Grande  (about  twelve  leagues  distant  from  Tegucigalpa)  sur- 
prised a  division  of  the  Honduras  army  on  the  6th  instant,  entirely 
routing  and  dispersing  them,  and  capturing  the  entire  train,  and  about 
four  hundred  stand  of  arms,  only  the  general  commanding  (Velez)  and 
his  staff  escaping,  thus  leaving  the  entire  southern  portion  of  Honduras 
in  the  hands  of  the  invading  army.  On  the  7th  or  8th  the  port  of  Ama- 
pala  was  surrendered  to  a  detachment  of  Salvadorian  forces.  On  the 
9th,  Tegucigalpa  was  occupied  by  the  Salvadorian  general,  Medina, 
and  his  forces,  and  on  the  12th  the  capital,  Comayagua,  by  the  same 
forces,  all  without  opposition,  the  President  pro  tem.j  (Gomez,)  cabinet, 
and  government  officials  retiring,  to  what  locality  I  am  not  yet  informed. 
President  Medina  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  department  of  Gracias  with 
the  main  force,  and  it  is  reported  that  President  Gonzalez  with  the  Sal- 
vadorian forces  is  marching  to  attack  him.  Of  the  numbers  of  either 
army  I  have  no  reliable  information.  The  war  from  the  beginning  in 
Honduras  has  assumed  a  revolutionary  character,  and  the  departments 
as  they  are  occupied  pronounce  against  the  present  government  and  in 
favor  of  the  provisional  governinentj  which  is  reported  to  have  been  formed 
with  one  C61eo  Arias  as  provisional  president,  and  all  the  friends  of  this 
change  are  very  confident  of  the  success  of  the  revolution,  which  would 
seem  very  probable  if  Salvador  and  Guatemala  are  acting  in  concert, 
and  can  keep  their  own  republics  quiet  for  a  sufficient  time. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


No.  233. 

Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr,  Fish, 
[Extract.] 

No.  63.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

TegiAcigalpa^  Honduras^  May  30, 1872.    (Received  July  3.) 
Sir:  To-day  the  ofl&cial  report  is  received  in  Tegucigalpa  that  on 

the  27th  President  Medina  attacked  Comayagua  with  the  hope  to  re- 
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possess  the  capital,  and  that  after  a  battle  of  many  iiours  he  was  re- 
pulsed with  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  was  forced  to  retire 
very  much  disorganized.  This  news  gives  the  revolutionists  great  en- 
couragement for  the  speedy  downfall  of  President  Medina's  government, 
and  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  provisional  government.  No 
information  whatever  has  thus  far  been  received  here  of  the  allied 
armies  of  Salvador  and  Guatemala  supposed  to  be  in  the  field,  or  of  either 
of  them,  except  this  division.  •#*#*• 

1  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


No.  234. 

^fr,  Barrier  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  55. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegucigalpa,  Honduras^  June  12, 1872.    (Received  July  18.) 

Sir  :  Honduras  is  still  in  a  very  unsettled  condition,  and  although  those 
opposed  to  President  Medina  and  his  government  endeavor  to  make 
themselves  believe  that  the  war  is  over,  and  that  they  have  very 
little  further  to  do  except  to  complete  the  organization  of  the  new  gov- 
ernment ;  and,  while  this  may  be  so,  very  little  is  reliably  known  of 
President  IVIedina  or  his  resources.  After  the  repulse  of  President  Me- 
dina at  Comayagua  on  the  27th  of  May,  (which  I  mentioned  in  my  dis- 
patch of  the  30th,)  it  is  here  reported  that  he  retreated  to  Omoa,  and 
occupied  the  fortress  at  that  place,  and  whether  he  is  still  there  or  has 
abandoned  the  country,  and,  if  there,  what  force  he  may  have,  or  what 
may  be  his  resources,  is  not  known. 

I  have  no  information  of  the  acting  President  Gomez  and  his  gov- 
ernment since  they  left  Comayagua  on  the  11th  or  12th  of  May,  (which 
I  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  the  15th,)  just  before  the  occupation  of 
the  capital  by  the  Salvador  troops.  The  main  forces  of  both  Salvador 
and  Guatemala  are  reported  to  have  returned  to  their  respective  States, 
leaving  in  Honduras  one  division,  about  eight  hundred  strong,  to  remaiu 
until  the  provisional  government  shall  be  permanently  established. 

The  provisional  government,  it  is  expected,  will  very  soon  occupy 
the  capital,  Comayagua,  and,  from  present  indications,  it  would  seem 
that  President  Medina  must  fall;  but  all  information,  however,  that 
can  be  obtained  is  very  unreliable. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


No.  235. 

Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  50.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  June  21,  ^872.  (Received  July  18.) 
Sib  :  I  know  so  little  of  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  in  Honduras 
that  it  is  almost  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  convey  any  reliable  in- 
formation as  to  the  present  status  of  the  country,  or  the  probable  result 
of  the  present  revolution.  The  war  was  without  doubt  occasioned  by 
personal  differences  between  Presidents  Medina  and  Gonzalez;  and 
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the  revelation  in  Honduras  is  the  result  of  personal  dislikes  and  the 
desire  for  personal  power,  rather  than  of  any  desire  for  the  public 
welfare. 

All  is  but  rumor  and  report.  The  provisional  government  occupy 
Obmayagua,  the  capital,  and  it  is  supposed  that  President  Medina  and 
his  government  are  at  Omoa  or  Truxillo,  with  what  forces  is  not 
known  here,  and  what  may  be  his  intentions  is  not  even  surmised. 

Report  has  just  reached  Tegucigalpa  that  Salvador  is  in  a  state  of 
revolution.    Upon  what  authority  such  is  made  I  am  not  informed,  but 
should  think  it  very  probable  that  such  may  be  the  case. 
1  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


No.  230. 

Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegucigalpa^  Honduras^  Aug.  10, 1872.  (Received  Sept.  16.) 
Sm :  Since  my  last  dispatch  (No.  60,  of  July  13)  there  has  been  no 
communication  between  Tegucigalpa  and  the  port  of  Amap0>la,  as  the 
country  between  this  and  the  southern  coast  has  been  occnpied  by  an 
armed  force  of  Indians,  estimated  from  four  to  six  hundred,  com- 
manded by  one  Barona,  professedly  acting  in  the  interest  of  President 
Medina,  but  appearing  to  act  entirely  upon  their  own  responsibility.  On 
the  15th  I  shall  have  three  mails  awaiting  in  Amapala,  and  now  start 
a  courier  with  the  hope  that  he  may  succeed  in  making  the  trip.  On 
the  30th  of  July  Tegucigalpa  was  attacked  by  a  force  of  about  three 
hundred  of  these  Indians,  commanded  by  Barona  himself,  but  the  citi- 
zens arming  themselves,  with  about  fifty  soldiers,  made  a  successful  re- 
sistance, and,  after  a  battle  which  lasted  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  the 
Indians  made  a  precipitate  retreat.  Tegucigalpa,  however,  is  in  a  con- 
tinual state  of  fear  and  excitement,  as  this  force  continue  in  the  vicinity. 
Honduras  now  has  a  revolution  within  a  revolution.  On  the  15th  of 
July  the  castle  at  Omoa  was  surrendered  to  General  Don  Juan  Antonio 
Medina,  a  Salvadorean  general,  acting  under  the  provisional  President, 
Arias,  and  the  provisional  government ;  and,  on  the  16th,  this  same 
General  Bon  Juan  Antonio  Medina  declared  himself  provisional  presi- 
dent, appointing  his  ministers,  &c.  This  is  supposed  by  many  to  be  an 
arrangement  between  President  Medina  and  himself.  Nothing  reliable 
is  known  here  of  this  second  provisional  government.  On  the  25th 
of  July  President  Medina,  with  a  force  of  six  hundred,  is  reported  to 
have  been  routed  at  Santa  Barbara  by  the  provisional  government 
troops,  under  command  of  General  Espinoza.  On  Wednesday  last,  the 
7th,  the  news  was  received  by  the  authorities  here  that  President  Me- 
dina had  been  captured  at  Porto  Oabello,  and  was  being  brought  to 
Gomayagua  in  irons.  This  news  was  celebrated  by  a  general  ringing  of 
bells  and  firing  of  cannon.  Nothing  confirmatory,  however,  has  as  yet 
been  received, 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 

20  F  K 
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No.  237. 

Mr.  Baxter  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  62.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Tegncigalpaj  Honduras^  Sept.  6, 1872.    (Received  Oct.  8.) 

Sir:  My  courier  that  1  dispatched  from  Amapala,  on  the  10th  of 
last  month,  only  returned  on  Monday  last*  the  2d  instant,  having  been 
twenty -three  days  absent.  On  his  way  down  to  the  coast  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Indians  and  kept  for  four  or  five  days  a  prisoner ;  his 
money,  arms,  &c.,  taken  from  him  j  my  correspondence,  however,  was  not 
taken.  On  his  return  he  made  a  great  circuit,  traveling  nights  in  dan- 
gerous localities,  and  succeeded  in  getting  through  as  stated.  I  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  40.  As  I 
stated  in  my  dispatch  No.  61,  of  August  10th,  President  Medina  was 
reported  to  have  been  taken  prisoner,  and  this  proved  to  be  true,  and 
he  arrived  at  Comayagua  on  the  9th  of  August,  where  he  is  still  held  a 
prisoner  by  the  provisional  government.  General  Juan  Antonio  Me- 
dina, whom  I  reported  in  my  last  as  having  declared  himself  provisional 
President,  has  been  driven  from  the  country,  and  is  reported  to  have 
made  his  escape  to  Salvador,  and  now  held  a  prisoner  there.  The  pro- 
visional government  of  Cel6  Urias  would  appear  to  have  now  very  little 
opposition,  and  in  a  fair  way  to  be  permanently  established.  It  is  now 
proposed  by  those  in  authority  to  bring  President  Medina  before  the 
first  congress  that  shall  be  convened,  for  trial  under  the  charges  that 
may  be  brought  against  him.  Of  what  nature  these  charges  may  be 
I  have  no  information. 

I  received  on  the  31st  ultimo,  from  William  J.  Bain,  esq.,  agent  for  the 
second  and  third  sections  of  the  Interoceanic  Railway,  a  communication 
dated  August  29th,  stating  that  he  had  received  instructions,  by  last 
mail  from  England,  to  hand  over  at  once  all  plans,  &c.,  to  the  government 
of  Honduras,  and  to  proceed  at  once  to  England  with  all  the  staff  of  the 
railway.  This  would  seem  for  the  present  to  put  an  end  to  the  pros- 
pects of  the  Interoceanic  Railway  in  Honduras,  especially  as  the  bonds 
of  the  railway  by  last  mail  were  reported  under  40,  when  the  same  had 
previously  been  at  80  and  over. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  BAXTER. 


ITALY. 

No.  238. 

Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  360.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Florence,  July  28, 1871.  (Received  Aug.  21.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  letters  from 
Messrs.  Granet,  Brown  &  Co.  and  Mr.  Garbi,  merchants,  at  Genoa,  to 
this  legation  in  relation  to  the  new  duty  on  petroleum  imported  into 
Italy  from  the  United  States,  and  of  a  correspondence  between  this 
legation  and  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  on  that  subject.  The  cor- 
respondence does  not  seem  to  me  to  require  any  special  comment  on  my 
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part.  I  should  observe,  however,  that  at  the  time  of  my  couversation 
with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  25th  of  June,  reported  in  my 
dispatch  No.  359, 1  was  wholly  unaware  of  the  fact  that  the  law  had 
already  been  approved,  and  the  time  of  its  going  into  effect  fixed  by 
royal  decree;  and,  injustice  to  the  minister,  I  ought  to  add  that  I  have 
no  doubt  he  was  equsdly  so. 

The  decrees  were  doubtless  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the  King  for 
signature  at  the  instance  of  the  minister  of  finance,  and  without  the 
participation  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  functions  of  which 
depai1;ment  the  subject  does  not  belong. 

For  the  clearer  understanding  of  the  question,  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  observations : 

The  early  importations  of  petroleum  into  ItJily  consisted  in  a  large 
proportion  of  burning-fluids  exported  from  the  United  States  to  France 
in  the  crude  form,  refined  in  that  country,  and  then  re-exported  on 
French  account  to  Italy.  The  question  of  the  rate  of  duty,  therefore, 
interested  France  as  well  as  the  United  States,  and  had,  I  believe,  been 
under  discussion  between  the  Italian  government  and  the  French  min- 
ister before  the  attention  of  this  legation  was  called  to  the  question. 

At  first,  after  some  hesitation,  these  fluids  were  assimilated  to  bitu- 
men, which,  by  the  treaty  with  France,  was  admitted  duty  free,  but 
about  the  close  of  the  year  1863,  in  virtue  of  a  circular  from  the  minis- 
ter of  finance  to  the  officers  of  the  custom-houses,  a  duty  of  six  francs 
per  hundred  kilograms  was  exacted  upon  refined  petroleum,  the 
crude  fluid  still  being  entered  duty  free,  and  this  regulation  has  remained 
in  force  until  the  passage  of  the  late  law  imposing  a  higher  rate. 

The  Italian  government  regards  these  different  constructions  of  the 
French  treaty  by  its  authorities  as  provisory  only,  and  at  all  times  sub- 
ject to  revision;  and  it  contends  that  the  fluids  now  so  largely  imported 
from  the  United  States  in  various  forms,  all  comprised  under  the  generic 
name  of  petroleum,  cannot  be  considered  as  having  been  contemplated 
by  the  treaty  of  1863,  because  this  product,  under  the  designation  of 
bitumen  or  any  other  used  in  that  instrument,  was  at  that  time  not 
known  as  an  article  of  commerce,  and  hence  the  right  remains  to  sub- 
ject it  to  duty,  independently  of  treaty  provisions. 

As  most  American  petroleum  is  at  present  refined  in  the  United 
States  before  exportation,  France  has  little  further  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion, and,  as  I  am  informed,  does  not  contest  the  ground  now  taken  by 
the  Italian  government. 

I  have  not  thought  it  expedient  without  instructions  on  the  subject 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  question  of  the  legal  construction  of 
the  treaty  stipulations  with  France,  or  of  what  may  be  a  still  more  dif- 
ficult one,  viz,  whether  we,  not  being  parties  to  that  treaty,  but  only 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  its  provisions  by  the  general  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  of  1838,  between  the  United  States  and  Sardinia,  to  which 
France  was  not  a  party,  can,  on  that  ground,  be  allowed  to  dispute  a 
construction  which  is  accepted  by  the  parties  to  the  first-named  instru- 
ment. 

The  -financial  measure  now  resorted  to  by  the  Italian  government  is 
unequal  and  oppressive  in  its  operation,  and  must  certainly  be  regarded 
as  savoring  of  undue  harshness  in  its  application.  Although  it  cannot 
be  said  to  be  in  the  iiature  of  direct  retaliation,  yet  I  have  no  doubt 
that  its  adoption  is  in  no  small  degree  to  be  ascribed  to  the  high  rate  of 
duties  levied  by  us  on  Italian  marble,  wines,  and  many  other  products, 
and  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  other  features  of  our  tariff  system-;— such, 
for  example,  as  the  discrimination  between  the  works  of  foreign  artists 
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and  those  of  American  artists  residing  in  foreign  countries,  which  ex- 
cites much  dissatisfaction — shall  induce  the  imposition  of  export  duties 
on  certain  articles,  or  other  modes  of  compensatory  provisions  of  our 
tariff,  which  are  complained  of  as  greatly  injurious  to  the  industry  of 
Italy. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 


[Inclo8ure  1  in  No.  366.]  * 

Genoa,  June  7, 1871. 

Sir  :  In  the  interests  of  onr  AiuericaD  correspondents  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  exportinji:  largly  refined  petroleum  from  the  united  States  to  Italian  ports,  we  take 
the  liberty  of  addressing  you  to  inquire  whether  it  is  contemplated  that  the  increase 
of  duty  on  the  said  article  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Italian  parliament  shall  be 
applied  also  to  the  cargoes  aloft  or  loading  in  the  American  ports  on  the  day  when 
such  augmentation  of  duty  is  enforced  in  Italy. 

We  are  informed  that  upon  a  change  in  the  tariff  taking  place  some  years  since  in 
sugar,  coffee,  and  other  produce,  facility  was  aUowed  importers  to  introduce  such  goods 
as  were  then  afloat,  or  about  to  sail  for  Italian  ports,  at  the  old  duty  upon  the  presen- 
tation of  bills  of  lading,  or  other  proofs  of  shipment  at  the  time  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  increased  duty. 

We  should  be  glad  to  learn  that  an  equal  protection  wiU  not  be  denied  to  our  Ameri- 
can friends  who  have  made  or  are  making  snipments  in  complete  ignorance  of  the  con- 
templated increase  in  the  cost  which  the  new  duty  will  entail  upon  them. 

Begging  respectfully  your  consideration  of  the  question,  and  a  reply  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, 

We  are  vour  excellency's  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

GRANET,  BROWN  &  CO. 

His  Excellency  the  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh, 

"  United  iStates  Minister  Plenipotentiary j  Florence. 


[Inclosure  2  \n  No.  366.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Florence,  June  12,  1871. 
Gentt.emen  :  The  tariff  bill,  providing  for  imposing  a  duty  of  five  francs  on  crude  pe- 
troleum, and  raising  the  duty  on  refined  petroleum  from  six  to  nine  francs,  is  still 
pending  before  the  Italian  senate.      It  is  believed  it  will  pass  before  the  close  of  the 
st'ssion. 

If  passed,  it  is  to  take  effect  at  a  date  to  be  fixed  by  royal  decree,  and  I  am  informed 
at  the  foreign  office  that  a  reasonable  tima  will  be  allowed^  to  save  the  rights  of  bona- 
Me  shippers. 

1  am,  gentlemen. 

For  the  niiuister, 

ARTONI. 
McHsrs.  Oranet,  Brown  &  Co.,  Genoa, 


[Inclosurc  3  in  Xo.  306.] 

Legation  of  the  Ignited  States, 

Florfnce,  July  <},  187 L 

Gentlemen  :  Returning  from  Rome  I  find  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  and  will  immedi- 
ately bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Italian  government. 

Before  I  can  take  any  si>ecific  steps,  however,  I  must  have  definite  information  oa 
to— 

Ist.  The  nationality  of  the  owners  of  the  petroleum  shipped. 

2<1.  The  time  of  shipment. 

yd.  Tbe  nationality  of  the  vessel  by  which  the  cargoes  are  shippeil. 

4th.  Tbe  quality  and  quantitj-  of  the  article,  and  the  amount  of  duty  1^'ieil  upau  it. 
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I  can  interfere  in  no  case  nnless  it  is  snsceptilile  of  proof  that  the  petroleum  is  ex- 
ported solely  on  account  of  shippers  of  Ameft-ican  nationality. 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 
Messrs.  Granet,  Brown  &  Co.»  Genoa. 


[Indostire  4  in  Xo.  3;:C.] 

Legation  of  the  irNiTED  States, 

Rome  J  July  9,  1871. 

Sir  :  In  a  conversation  I  hail  the  honor  to  hold  with  you  at  the  ministry  of  foreign 
afiairs  at  Florence,  on  the  tioth  of  June  last,  I  expressed' the  hope  that  the  law  passed 
by  the  parliament  then  in  session,  providing,  among  other  things,  for  the  imposition  of 
an  increased  imi>ort  duty  on  petroleum,  but  which  I  had  not  seen,  was  so  framed  as 
not  to  conflict  with  treaty  stipulations,  and  at  the  same  time  to  save  the  rights  of 
American  shippers  who  might  have  shipped,  or  made  contracts  for  shipping,  this  article 
to  Italy  before  the  passage  of  the  law  in  question  could  be  known  in  the  American 
market. 

I  understoo<l  you  to  say,  in  reply,  that  in  fixing  the  date  at  which  the  law  should 
take  eftect  by  royal  decree,  the  equitable  rights  of  hona-fide  shii)pers  would  be  consid- 
ered, and  provision  made  accordingly. 

Importers  of  American  petroleum  at  Genoa  inform  me  that  the  additional  duty  is 
exacted  on  petroleum  arriving  at  that  port,  although  shipped  before  the  passage  of  the 
law,  and  of  course  many  days  before  the  existence  of  the  law  could  have  been  known 
to  the  exportei*s.    The  third  article  of  the  law  (allegato  C)  is  this  : 

"  Articolo  3,  Con  Decreto  Reale  sarii determinato  il  giorno  in  cui  andranno  in  vigoro 
le  disposizioni  di  questa  legge.'* 

The  royal  decree,  (No.  2iJ0,  series  2,)  dated  Turin,  June  IG,  1871,  in  the  concluding 
paragraph  runs  thus : 

"Ordiniamo  che  la  presente,  munita  del  sigillo  #  #  «  »  * 

mandando  a  chiunque  spetti  di  osservarala  e  di  farla  osservare  come  legge  dello  stato.*' 

In  this  decree  no  specific  day  is  appointed  for  the  law  to  take  efioct,  but  1  am  in- 
formed that  the  revenue  oflScers  at  Genoa  consider  the  decree  as  giving  immediate 
force  and  validity  to  its  provisions,  and  collect  duty  accordingly. 

I  beg  to  be  informed  whether  any  other  ordinance  or  provision  than  the  decre-e  re- 
ferred to  has  been  made,  and  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  as  shall  do  justice  to 
hona-fide  shippers  of  petroleum  arriving  in  Italian  ports. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

For  the  minister, 

(iEORGi:  W.  WURT8, 

Secretary  of  Ligation. 

The  Noble  Chevalier  Visconti  Vknosta, 

Minister. of  Foreign  Affairs. 


[lnclo^u^e  5  in  No.  3C6.1 

Genoa,  .^mZ^.II,  1871. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j  our  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
and  hasten  to  furnish  the  information  yon  require.  Messrs.  T.  Hess  &  Co.,  of  New 
York,  shipped  to  our  consignment  for  sale  on  their  account  a  small  cargo  of  refined 
petroleum,  consisting  of  4,000  cases  prime  white  brand  "Oleophene,"  by  the  Italian 
brig  Niagara,  Mr.  G.  Bartolomeo.  The  bill  of  lading  is  dated  New  York,  April  22,  and 
the  vessel  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  9th  instant. 

The  amount  of  duty  we  should  have  to  pay  ujider  the  new  tariff  would  be  as  fol- 
lows: 

4,000  cases,  at  38  gross  killograms= 152,000  gross  killograms,  at  9  francs  per 

100  killograms,  would  amount  to,  francs 13,680.00 

Emolument, 5  percent 684.00 

War  taxes  10  per  cent 1,436.40 

Ij'rancs,  gold •. 15,800.40 
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Whereas  under  the  old  duty  of  6  francs  per  hundred  kilograms  gi'oss,  without  the 
additional  5  per  cent,  emolument,  and  10  per  cent,  d^mo  de  guetrcj  it  would  be  only 
gold  francs  94^0. 

What  makes  the  case  especially  hard  for  our  American  friends  is,  that  a  large  cargo 
of  refined  petroleum  in  cases,  which  sailed  fifteen  days  after  the  Niagara,  made  a  shorter 
passage,  and  arrived  a  few  days  before  the  Ist  of  July.  The  consignee  was  thus  en- 
abled by  paying  the  old  duty  at  once,  to  commence  sales  at  prices  which,  leaving  him 
a  large  profit,  would  cause  our  friends  a  heavy  sacrifice. 

We  may  mention  that  the  French  government  has,  since  our  last  communication, 
decreed  that  cargoes  by  vessels  sailing  before  a  certain  date  shall  be  introduced  under 
the  old  duty.  We  cannot  see  why  equal  justice  should  not  be  accorded  to  shippers  in- 
vesting in  merchandise  for  sale  in  this  country  also.  This  is  the  only  cargo  we  have 
answering  precisely  to  the  conditions  required,  and  in  which  we  are  not  ourselves 
interested. 

Awaiting  the  favor  of  your  further  communication,  we  are  your  excellency's  obe- 
dient and  humble  servants, 

(iRANET,  BROWN  &  CO. 

His  Excellency  the  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh, 

MiviBter  of  the  United  States  of  America ,  Florence. 


{ lui  lusUrc  6  in  No.  366.) 

Legation  of  the  Uxiied  Statej«, 

liomej  July  15,  1871. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  note  of  July  9,  in  relation  to  the  duty  on  petroleum  imported 
iuto  Italy  from  the  United  States,  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  or  a  let- 
ter from  Granet,  Brown  &  Co.,  merchants  at  Genoa,  which  points  out  clealy  the  hard- 
ships and  loss  to  which  American  exporters  of  the  article,  who  had  made  shipments 
before  the  passage  of  the  law  imposing  new  and  higher  duties  on  petroleum  could  have 
been  known  in  the  United  States,  are  exposed.  I  am  informed  that  this  is  not  the  only 
case  of  this  sort  which  has  occurred  at  Genoa,  and  that  other  cargoes  of  petroleum, 
shipped  under  similar  circumstances,  are  daily  expected  to  arrive  at  that  port. 

You  will  remember  that  for  more  than  eight  years  American  shippers  of  petroleum 
have  been  encouraged  by  the  construction  given  by  the  Italian  government  to  the  existing 
treaty  between  Italy  and  France  to  consider  the  duty  on  this  product  as  not  subject  to 
change  by  legislative  action  until  the  expiration  of  that  treaty.  In  reliance  upon  the 
stability  of  this  arrangement,  large  contracts  have  been  made  by  American  dealers  for 
the  purchase  of  supplies  of  petroleum  from  the  producers,  with  special  reference  to  the 
Italian  trade.  The  interests  of  these  dealers  cannot  but  be  injuriously  aifected  by  any 
increaae  of  duties  upon  a  product  the  duties  upon  which  were  understood  to  be  fixed 
by  treaty  for  several  years  to  come.  I  do  not,  however,  at  this  moment,  raise  the  ques- 
tion how  far  the  construction  hitherto  given  to  the  treaty  in  this  respect  by  the  Italian 
authorities  is  binding  upon  Italy,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  confident 
belief  that  His  Majesty's  government  will  see  the  justice  of  adopting  some  measure 
securing  bona-fide  dealers  from  the  injurious  eff^ects  of  the  sudden  enforcement  of  a  law 
which  must  operate  as  a  surprise  upon  those  who  had  shipped  their  goods,  not  simply 
without  knowledge  of  the  law,  but  even  before  its  passage. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occa.siun  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

For  the  minister, 

GEORGE  W.  WURTS. 

Sia  e*ary  of  Log  a  tiott. 

The  Noble  Chevalier  VisroNTi  Vf.nu.sta, 

Miuh*er  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


[Iucu>>«ure  7,  in  No.  360.] 


Florence,  Jvjy  19, 1871. 


His  Excellency  th<:  United  States  Minister  at  Florence. 

In  my  capacity  of  agent  of  the  American  firm  Fabri  &.  Channey,  of  New  York,  I  beg 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  following  facts : 

To  provide  for  the  continuous  and  large  requirements  of  their  trade  in  Italy,  where 
they  are  the  largest  importers,  Messrs.  Fabri  &  Channey  made  six  cargoes  of  petro- 
leum to  my  consignment  by  the  vessels  hereafter  described : 

Nazzarino,  chartered  on  the  2d  or  May,  sailed  on  the  19th  with  500  barrels  and  6,197 
eases  for  Gallipoli  and  Aucona  ;  arrive<l  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  June.  jQOQIc 
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Emilia,  chartered  on  the  5th  of  May,  sailed  on  the  I8th  May  with  5,380  cases  for 
Brindisi ;  arrived  on  the  3d  of  July. 

Vincenzo,  chartered  on  the  19th  of  May,  sailed  on  the  27th  May  with  5,714  cases  for 
Civita-Vecchia. 

Mary  A.  Thayer,  chartered  on  the  ^th  of  May,  sailed  on  the  6th  of  June  with  8,100 
cases  for  Ancona. 

Alfred,  chartered  on  the  Slst  of  May,  left  on  the  9th  of  June  with  500  barrels  and 
6,435  cases  for  Palermo  and  Catania. 

McGilvery,  chartered  on  the  9th  of  June,  sailed  on  the  22d  June  with  19,855  cases 
for  Genoa  and  Leghorn. 

All  these  shipments  were  made  from  New  York.  I  am  ready  to  give  all  the  proofs 
which  may  be  required  in  support  of  these  facts. 

On  the  17th  of  June  a  law  was  published  in  Florence  by  which  the  duty  on  refined 
petroleum  was  raised  from  6  to  9  lire  from  the  1st  of  July  instant,  and  the  Italian 
goyemment  means  to  apply  this  law  to  all  cargoes  which  had  not  been  entered  in  the 
custom-house  before  4  crclock  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

Now,  I  leave  to  the  good  judgment  of  your  excellency  to  appreciate  whether  the 
Italian  government  had  the  right  to  levy  a  higher  duty,  before  a  proper  notificatiou 
had  been  given  to  the  country  where  all  the  refined  petroleum  comes  from,  ^nd  even 
more,  to  levy  this  higher  duty  on  cargoes  which  had  been  made  on  the  basis  of  the  old  duty, 
and  had  left  before  the  new  law  could  possibly  be  known,  thus  leaving  to  hona-fide 
shippers  no  option  whatever  but  to  lose  a  heavy  amount,  as  it  was  no  longer  in  their 
power  to  direct  the  vessels  to  some  more  hospitable  harbor. 

The  delay  given  of  fifteen  days,  probably  intended  to  the  benefit  of  floating  cargoes, 
was  evidently  an  unjust  one,  as  there  is  no  reason  why,  of  all  vessels  which  have  left 
in  utter  ignorance  of  the  new  law,  only  those  which  were  within  twelve  days  of  an 
Italian  harbor  would  meet  with  an  exceptional  favor. 

I  hardly  need  to  prove  that  the  shipments  above  described  were  hona-fide  operations, 
as  it  is  a  well-known  face  that  Messrs.  Fabri  &  Channey  have  been  shippers  yearly 
for  the  last  six  years  of  over  three  millions  of  gallons,  and  it  is  very  seldom  the  case 
they  have  not  at  any  time  five  or  six  cargoes  of  petroleum  floating;  besides,  had  they 
had  the  intention  of  laying  in  a  good  stock  before  the  new  duty  went  in  force,  it  is 
very  evident,  by  comparing  dates  of  charters  with  date  of  the  law,  they  could  not 
have  operated  with  that  intention. 

To  avoid  difficulties,  as  soon  as  the  new  law  was  made  public  I  proposed  to  pay  the 
duty  before  the  30th  of  June  on  all  the  petroleum  cargoes  I  had  then  tioating,  and  of 
which  I  could  then  produce  the  bills  of  lading.  Not  only  this  offer  was  refused,  but 
I  was  obliged  to  pay  the  new  duty  on  the  Nazzarino,  which  arrived  on  the  night  of 
the  30th  June  or  1st  July. 

I  have,  therefore,  no  other  way  left  but  to  apply  to  your  excellency,  as  the  best  pro- 
t-ector  of  all  American  interests,  in  order  to  obtain,  in  behalf  of  American  citizens,  a 
simple  act  of  justice  from  the  Italian  government.  The  difference  between  the  two 
duties  on  the  cargoes  ai)ove  described  is  very  nearly  one  handred  thousand  lire,  a 
very  small  amount  for  a  government,  but  an  extremely  large  one  for  a  merchant. 
I  remain, 

ALESSANDRO  GARBL 


[luclosiire  8  in  l^o.  3G(i.J 

Legation  of  the  United  Statkb, 
Rome,  July  20,  1871. 
Sir  :  In  my  notes  of  the  9th  and  I5th  iusrtants  I  had  the  honor  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  unjust  loss  which  would  be  occasioned  to  merchants  engaged  in  the  petroleum 
trade  by  the  new  duties  embodied  in  the  law  recently  passed,  and  levied  on  consign- 
ments of  that  product  exported  by  hona-fide  shippers  from  the  United  States  before  the 
existence  of  that  law  could  have  been  known  there.  In  connection  with  the  facts 
then  stated,  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  agent  in  this  city 
of  Messrs.  Fabri  &  Channey,  of  New*  York,  and  beg  for  information  whether  any  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  bv  His  Majesty's  government  for  the  protection  of  the  interests 
of  this  important  branch  of  the  commercial  relations  between  the  United  States  and 

Italy-  .  ,    , 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  ray  distinguished 
consideration 

For  the  minister, 

GEORGE  W.WURTS, 
Secretary  of  T^^ation, 
The  Noble  Chevalier  Visconti  Vknosta,  ^^  , 

Minhter  of  ForHgn  Affairs,  pjgj^j^g^  by  CrOOQ  IC 
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[Inclosuro  9  in  No.  3G6.— TranBiatioD.l 
Note  from  ItaUan  mimniry  of  foreign  affairs. 

Rome,  July  2G,  1«71. 

Mr.  Minister  :  By  your  notes  of  the  9th,  15th,  and  :20th  instant,  you  called  the 
attention  of  the  govorument  of  Hia  Majesty  to  the  Iobs  which  the  increased  tariff  on 
petroleum  is  causing  American  merchants  who,  before  the  publication  of  the  law  for 
raising  the  revenue,  had  shipped,  or  had  contracts  to  ship,  that  product  to  Italy. 

You  remarked  that  the  trade  should  have  been  informed  of  the  tenor  of  this  law 
before  its  apnlicatiouj  and  added  that  the  date  on  which  the  law  was  to  be  enforced 
was  not  fixed  by  the  royal  decree  of  June  16,  1871,  No.  260,  second  series,  at  the  same 
time  that  article  3,  of  the  supplement  6,  provided  that  the  day  on  which  the  provisions 
of  this  law  were  to  be  enforced  would  be  determined  by  royal  decree. 

Taking  this  royal  decree  for  basis,  the  custom-house  authorities  appeared  in  the 
wrong,  when  exacting  from  July  1  the  duty  on  petroleum  as  fixed  by  the  new  law. 
For  these  reasons  you  recommended  to  the  attention  of  this  government  the  interests 
of  American  merchants  who,  in  good  faith,  had  made  shipments  of  petroleum  to  Italy 
before  the  new  law  was  known  or  promulgated. 

I  shall  not  now  stop  to  examine  at  what  period  th.e  minister  of  finance,  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  duties  on  certain  imports,  made,  in  accord  with 
the  committee  of  the  chambers,  his  proposals  t-o  parliament. 

I  have  only  to  observe  that,  by  the  royal  decree  of  June  16,  No.  264,  second  series, 
published  in  the  official  gazette  of  the  17th  of  last  month,  No.  163,  the  changes  in  the 
tariff  on  imj>ort8,  cited  in  the  supplement  6,  to  the  law  200,  were  ordered  to  take  effect 
on  the  Ist  ot  July,  1871. 

And  even  if  article  3  of  the  supplement  G  to  the  law  publishcil  with  the  royal  decree 
No.  260,  had  not  made  the  reservation  of  appointing  the  day  on  which  its  provisions 
should  take  effect ;  and  even  if  the  decree  No.  204  bad  not  provided  for  that  reserva- 
tion, the  law  in  any  case  would  become  obligatory  fifteen  days  after  its  publication  by 
the  terms  of  the  codice  civilej  (article  Ist,  regulations  concerning  the  promulgation^ 
interpretation,  and  application  of  laws  in  general.) 

Regarding,  then,  the  rules  for  the  application  of  new  duties,  the  minister  of  finance 
observes  that  article  4  of  the  preliminary  regulations  for  the  custom-house  provides 
that— 

"  Should  any  change  be  made  in  the  duties  on  goods  coming  from  abroad,  or  of  for- 
eign produce,  the  pre-existing  duty  shall  be  charged  on  those  withdrawn  from  the 
warehouses,  if  the  declaration  to  piuss  thera  through  the  custom-house  has  been  made 
before  the  publication  of  the  new  duties."  ^ 

The  declaration  of  the  entry  of  the  goods  being  obligatory  at  the  moment  of  their 
entry,  it  is  clear  that  the  law,  instead  of  waking  any  exception  in  favor  of  merchan- 
dise afloat  on  the  way,  intends  to  subject  it  to  taxation  by  the  new  tariff*  on  amval  in 
the  kingdom. 

I  trust,  Mr.  Minister,  that  the  foregoing  explanations,  while  they  prove  that  the  addi- 
tional duty  on  petroleum  was  rightfully  enforced  on  the  Ist  of  July,  will  also  suffice  to 
show  that  the  royal  government  finds  in  the  law  an  obstacle  which  prevents  the  claims 
of  the  American  merchants  being  taken  into  consideration,  and  it  cannot,  in  conse- 
qnence,  although  with  regret^  adopt  any  measure  in  favor  of  those  products  which, 
notwithstanding:  their  having  left  before  the  publication  of  the  changes  in  the  tariff, 
arrived  in  the  kingdom  when  these  changes  were  in  operation. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

For  the  minister, 

A.  PEIROLERI. 


:So.  239. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Marsh, 

ISo.  307.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  8,  1871. 
Sir  :  Keferring  to  your  dispatch  2To.  366,  relating  to  the  new  duties 
imposed  by  the  Italian  government  on  petroleum,  I  have  to  state  that 
although  the  position  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  treaty  between 
France  and  Italy  of  January  17, 1863,  may  not  justify  you  in  claiming 
for  this  Government  the  right  to  dispute  a  construction  accepted  by  the 
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parties  to  that  instrument,  yet  you  may  argue  in  favor  of  a  compromise 
which  shall  exempt  cargoes  afloat  from  the  application  of  the  new  tariff 
until  we  harve  had  time  to  receive  notice  of  the  change.  The  treaty  with 
France  remains  in  force  until  one  year  after  notice  of  the  intention  to 
abrogate  it.  You  may  argue  that  France  might  treat  the  enactment 
of  the  new  Italian  tariff,  as  notice  of  an  intention  to  abrogate,  pro  tantOy 
the  treaty  of  1863.  France  may  give  immediate  or  postponed  effect  to 
such  notice. 

Italy  may  gracefully  give  us  the  same  option,  and  we  give  effect  to  the 
notice  as  soon  as  our  cargoes  afloat  have  arrived. 

It  may  at  least  be  urged  that  the  cargo  of  the  Nazzarino,  which  ar- 
rived on  the  night  of  June  30,  the  day  before  the  treaty  took  effect, 
should  be  admitted  under  the  old  tariff. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER. 
Acting  Secretary, 


No.  240. 

Mr,  MarsJi  to  Mr,  F!sh, 

No.  385.  J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Kome,  October*  28, 1871.    (Received  November  20.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruc- 
tion No.  307,  dated  September  8, 1871,  relating  to  the  increased  duties 
levied  on  petroleum  imported  into  Italy,  and  will  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  will  personally 
be  disposed  to  favor  equitable  action  in  this  matter,  but  the  question 
will  be  considered  as  properly  belonging  to  the  ministry  of  finance, 
which  has  hitherto  not  inclined  to  relax  the  strict  letter  of  the  law. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  the  ministry  has  the  power  of  re-imbursing  the 
duties  already  paid  in  pursuance  of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  and,  of 
course,  if  any  relief  is  afforded,  it  can  be  given  only  by  act  of  parliament. 
Legislation  for  this  purpose  is  certainly  possible,  but  unless  recom- 
mended by  the  minister  of  finance,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  complain- 
ants would  meet  with  opposition  on  general  grounds,  and  it  would  be 
strongly  resisted  by  an  influential  class  of  persons,  who  think  their  in- 
terests have  been  seriously  prejudiced  by  our  duties  on  marble. 

It  is  understood  that  a  further  increase  of  the  duty  on  petroleum  will 
be  recommended  by  the  minister  of  finance  at  the  approaching  session 
of  parliament.  If  this  proposal  is  adopted  I  hope  it  will  not  be  so  ab- 
ruptly enforced  as  was  the  law  of  last  session,  and,  in  any  event,  it 
seems  desirable  that  American  dealers  in  this  product  should  be  advised 
in  time,  that  new  burdens  are  likely  to  be  imposed  on  its  introduction 
into  Italian  ports. 
I  am,  &c., 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.  241. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

No.  326.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  11,  1871. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  addressed 
to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  the 
thanks  of  this  Government  may  be  expressed  to  the  Italian  officers  therein 
named,  "  who  have  been  specially  mentioned  as  attentive  and  zealous 
in  aiding  and  repairing  the  Guerriere.^  You  are  consequently  in- 
structed to  comply  with  his  request. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Hr.  Robeson  to  Mr.  Fish, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington^  December  8,  1871. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  dispatch  No.  119,  from  Mr.  W.  T.  Rice, 
United  States  consul  at  Spezia,  which  you  were  kind  enough  to  communicate  to  me  on 
the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  comx>letion  of  the  repairs  on  the  United  States  steamer 
Gnerriere  at  that  port,  and  to  the  generous  disposition  of  the  Italian  naval  authori- 
ties in  extending  every  facility  in  their  power  for  the  prompt  repair  of  our  ships  of  war. 

On  the  8th  of  September  last,  in  communicating  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  had 
been  addressed  by  Captain  Stevens,  commanding  the  Gnerriere,  to  Mr.  Marsh,  United 
States  minister  to  Italy,  I  took  occasion  to  suggest  that  the  thanks  of  our  Govern- 
ment be  conveyed  to  the  Italian  government  for  all  the  facilities  and  assistance  ex- 
tended to  the  Gnerriere  when  that  vessel  grounded  and  was  in  such  imminent  danger. 
Since  then  the  Gnerriere  has  undergone  extensive  repairs  in  the  government  dock  at 
Spezia,  from  which  she  was  floated  on  the  14th  of  October  last,  ready  for  her  voyage 
home. 

Rear-Admiral  Charles  S.  Boggs,  in  a  dispatch  to  the  Department  under  date  of  the 
4th  ultimo,  informed  it  of  the  completion  of  the  repairs  to  the  Guerriere,  and  in  a  pre- 
vious one,  dated  the  26th  of  August,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  you,  he  alluded  to  the  handsome  manner  in  which  Admiral  Cerruti  had  responded  to 
the  necessities  of  that  vessel  when  aground. 

The  Department  has  been  and  is  deeply  sensible  of  the  kind  acts  of  the  Italian  navy 
officers,  and  in  a  letter  to  Rear-Admiral  Boggs,  dated  the  22d  ultimo,  requested  him  to 
thank  them.  It  now  remains  for  me  to  ask  that  the  thanks  of  the  Government  may 
be  expressed  to  the  following-named  officers,  who  have  been  specially  mentioned  as 
having  been  very  attentive  and  zealous  in  aiding  and  repairing  the  Guerriere: 
«^  3.  Vice- Admiral  Cerruti,  Rear-Admiral  Isola,  Captains  Anthony  Milore  and  Louis  Merlin, 
Commandant  Micheli,  Lieutenants  John  Amoretti  and  De  Leva,  and  Sub  Lieutenant 
Rocca. 

Verr  respectfullv,  &c., 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
Seaetary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Rice  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  110.}  '  United  States  Co-wsilate, 

Spezia  J  Italy,  Xoveinber  13,  1871.  (Received  Decembers.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  repairs  to  the  United  States  frigate 
Guerriere  having  been  completed,  the  water  was  let  into  the  dock,  and  she  was  floated 
on  the  14th  ultimo.  She  left  the  dock  on  the  16th  of  last  month,  and  was  towed  into 
the  gulf,  alongside  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Shenandoah.  Captain  T.  Blakely 
Creighton,  who  had  been  ordered  from  the  United  States  by  the  Navy  Department  to 
take  command  of  the  Guerriere,  proceeded  immediately  to  giVe  orders  to  take  on  board 
all  her  guns,  ammunition,  provisions,  and  other  stores,  and  to  coal  ship,  and,  under 
orders  from  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Boggs,  commanding  the  European  squadron,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Nice,  France.  The  Guerriere  left  here  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant.  I  have  also 
to  report  the  departure  of  the  United  States  sloop  Shenandoah,  commanded  by  Captain 
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Clark  H.  Wells,  on  the  lOtb  of  October.  I  have  also  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Wachusett  on  the  18th  of  October;  quarantined  for  two  days;  re- 
ceived pratique  the  20th  of  October,  and  left  the  25th  of  same  month.  It  is  my  duty, 
as  well  as  pleasure,  to  inform  the  Department  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  work 
which  has  been  executed  within  the  naval  arsenal  at  this  place  for  repairing  the  frigate 
Guerriere,  and  for  work  done  for  other  ships  of  our  squadron.  Vice-Admiral  Cerruti 
and  his  successor,  Rear- Admiral  Isola,  extended  to  us  every  facility  within  their  power 
for  a  prompt  reparation  of  our  vessels.  Everything  was  put  at  our  disposition.  There 
are  four  persons  also  who  deserve  from  our  Government  thanks,  at  least,  if  not  more, 
for  services  rendered : 

Commendatore  Mecheli,  naval  constructor  at  this  place ;  Lieuteuant  De  Leva,  in 
charge  of  equipment  and  repair  in  this  arsenal ;  Captain  Miloro,  who  commanded  the 
station  war-steamer  Cambria,  and  who  went  to  Yada  Rocks  and  assisted  in  getting 
the  Guerriere  off  the  rocks,  and  afterward  towed  her  to  Spezia,  and  Sub-Lieutenant 
Rocca,  admirars  secretary  and  paymaster.  I  wish  the  State  Department  would  kindly 
place  this  matter  before  the  Navv  Department,  so  that  proper  attention  may  be  made 
to  the  uninterested  exertions  of  these  gentlemen. 
I  am,  &C.J 

WILLIAM  T.  RICE, 
Consul. 


No.  242. 

Mr,  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  392.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Eome,  December  27, 1871.  (Received  January  18.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruction 
No.  326,  relating  to  services  rendered  the  United  States  ship  Guerriere 
by  officers  of  the  Italian  navy,  and  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which, 
in  fulfillment  of  that  instruction,  I  have  addressed  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs. 
I  am,  &e., 

GEORGE  r.  MARSH. 


Mr,  Marsh  to  Visconti  Venosta, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Borne,  December  27,  187  L 
Sir  :  As  the  best  method  of  complyiD<j;  with  the  orders  of  my  Goveroment  in  rela- 
tion to  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Guerriere  by  officers  of  the 
Italian  navy,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  copies  of  a  recent  instruction  on  that 
subject  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  of  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  State  Department. 

1  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 
The  Noble  Chevalier  Visconti  Venosta, 

Mitmter  of  Foieign  Affairs, 


No.  243. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

No.  333.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  6, 1872. 
SiB:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  dispatch  No.  80,  of  the  11th  nltimo,  ad- 
dressed to  this  Department  by  Mr.  O.  M.  Spencer,  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Genoa.    This  paper  relates  to  the  loss  of  the^  brig  Shamrock.* 
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at  that  port,  apparently  occasioned,  and  certainly  aggravated,  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  authorities  there.  You  will  make  any  further  inquiry  upon 
the  subject  which  may  seem  advisable  prior  to  presenting  the  subject 
to  the  Italian  government,  in  order  that  the  persons  culpable  may  be 
made  sensible  thereof,^ and  that  other  redress  may  be  awarded. 
1  am,  &e., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Sjhmer  to  Mr.  HnnUr, 

No.  HO.]  llMTKi)  Statks  Consulate, 

Genoay  Janttary  11,  li72.     (lieceive<I  February  3.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  79, 1  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  the  Department 
some  additional  particulars  relative  to  the  loss  of  the  brig  Shamrock,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  was  in  good  part  occasional,  in  my  opinion,  by  the  culpable 
negligence,  if  not  absolute  indifference,  of  some  of  the  port  authorities. 

It  apj)ear8  that  the  Shamrock  hove  in  sight  of  Genoa  about  2  o'clock  p.m.  of  the  7th 
instant,  and  at  4  o'clock,  when  within  six  miles  of  the  port,  ran  up  her  signal  for  a 
pilot  and  tow-boat.  There  were  two  other  vessels  just  ahead  with  their  signals  flying, 
which  were  answered  by  the  steam-tugs  and  towed  in.  The  captain  of  the  Shamrock, 
supposing  they  would  return  immediately,  bore  in  for  the  entrance  to  the  harbor.  Al- 
terward,  seeing  no  attention  paid  to  his  signal  and  night  approaching,  he  tried  to 
"stay  ship  and  wear  her,''  but  the  wind  "falling  light,"  with  a  strong  heavy  swell  in 
the  direction  of  the  land,  he  was  obliged  to  steer  "  before  the  sea"  for  the  harbor. 
Owing  to  a  defective  chart  which  does  not  represent  the  prolongation  of  the  new  mole, 
he  mistook  the  entrance  to  the  port  and  soon  found  himself  drifting  helplessly  upon 
the  breakwater.  Though  he  at  once  let  go^the  port  anchor,  the  brig,  owing  to  the 
violence  of  the  surf,  was  soon  throwa  broadside  upon  the  rocks.  The  captain  forth- 
with lowered  a  boat  in  which  himself  and  family,  with  the  crew,  were  landed  with 
some  difficulty  upon  the  mole.    This  was  about  half  past  7  p.  m. 

On  being  conducted  to  the  health-office,  he  requested  permission  to  see  the  consul, 
with  the  view  of  procuring  a  steam- tug  and  such  other  assistance  as  might  be  necessary 
to  save  the  vessel  and  her  cargo.  The  health-officers,  who  were  cognizant  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, instead  of  granting  his  request,  ordered  him  into  an  adjacent  room,  ac- 
cording to  thQ  statement  of  the  captain  and  mate,  giving  him  to  understand  that  he 
was  to  remain  there  until  morning,  while  the  remainder  of  the  crew  were  permitted 
to  go  ashore  and  take  up  lodgings  for  the  night  in  the  city. 

Meanwhile  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  haid  been  notified  of  the  affair,  proceeded  as 
soon  as  practicable  with  a  steam-tug  to  the  spot,  but  finding  the  vessel,  to  all  appear- 
ances, abandoned  and  a  high  sea  running  in,  he  decided  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
attempt  to  save  the  vessel,  and  after  stationing  a  guard  to  protect  the  property,  he 
returned  into  port.  It  appears  that  the  officer  or  this  guard,  at  two  different  times 
during  the  night,  attempted  to  communicate  with  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  but  was 
not  permitted  to  do  so.  *  *  *  *  * 

The  captain,  on  being  released  the  next  morning,  proceeded  at  once  to  tlie  consulate 
and  notified  the  consul,  who  accompanied  him  forthwith  to  the  office  of  the  captain  of 
the  port,  and  from  thence  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster.  It  was  then  about  9  o'clock. 
The  oreakers  were  dashing  clear  over  the  ship,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  later  the 
vessel  went  to  pieces. 

There  were  no  lives  lost.    A  small  portion  of  the  cargo  was  saved  from  the  wreck. 
The  vessel,  I  understand,  was  insured  to  the  amount  of  about  half  her  value. 
I  have,  &c., 

O.  M.  SPENCEK, 
Vidied  States  Consul, 


No.  244. 

Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  399.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rome,  February  26, 1872.    (Received  March  26.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruction 
No.  333,  dated  February  6, 1872,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  American 
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brig  Shamrock,  lost  at  the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Genoa,  a  few  weeks 
since.  The  case  was  reported  to  me  by  the  consulate-general  immedi 
ately  after  the  loss  of  the  ship.  The  statement  of  the  consul  at  Genoa 
being  unsupported  by  evidence,  and  not  being  as  full  and  clear  as 
seemed  to  me  necessary,  I  requested  further  information  and  affidavits 
from  the  officers  of  the  ship.  These  were  furnished,  but  the  testimony 
did  not  seem  to  me  by  any  means  conclusive  against  the  health-officers 
of  the  port,  and  it  left  many  points  very  insufficiently  explained.  At 
the  same  time  I  thought  it  very  important  that  an  investigation  should 
take  place  before  the  crew  of  the  vessel  were  dispersed,  and  I  requested 
Mr.  Wurts  to  prepare  a  note  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  asking 
an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  and  inclosing  copies  of  the  testimony 
received.  To  this  note  no  reply  has  yet  been  received. 
I  am,  &c., 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 


Ko.  245. 
Mr,  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fislu 

No.  403.]  LEGATfON  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Bome^  May  18, 1872.    (Received  June  5.) 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of 
the  reply  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  a  note  respecting  the  loss 
of  the  Shamrock  at  Genoa,  and  a  copj  of  dispatch  from  the  consul  at 
Genoa  on  the  same  subject. 

The  reply  of  the  minister,  it  will  be  observed,  takes  no  notice  of  the 
evidence  submitted  on  the  part  of  Captain  Ray,  nor  does  it  detail  that 
upon  the  other  side  on  which  the  conclusions  of  the  ministry  of  the  inte- 
rior are  founded. 

So  far  as  the  conduct  of  the  health-officers  is  concerned,  it  seems 
highly  probable  that  the  difficulty  arose  from  the  want  of  any  means  of 
communication  between  those  officers  and  Captain  Ray,  and  it  certainly 
appears  singular  that  there  should  be  no  person  capable  of  speaking  a 
language  commercially  so  important  as  English  in  the  service  of  the 
health-officer  at  Genoa. 

I  had  expected  a  somewhat  different  reply  in  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  the  health-officer,  having  been  led  by  the  consul's  letter  of  March  9 
to  suppose  that  officer's  action  in  the  case  had  been  disapproved  by  the 
local  authorities,  but  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Spencer  must  have  been 
misinformed  on  that  point. 

It  is  probable  that  the  government  would  furnish  copies  of  the  evi- 
dence before  the  commission  of  inquiry  at  Genoa,  but  I  have  not  asked 
this,  because  it  would  in  all  probability  be  extremely  voluminous,  and 
would  doubtless  be  in  accordance  with  the  conclusions  of  the  ministry. 

If  further  investigation  is  deemed  necessary,  I  think  the  only  judicious 
mode  of  pursuing  it  would  be  by  the  employment  of  counsel  at  Genoa. 
This  would  be  a  very  expensive  proceeding,  and  I  do  not  think  myself 
authorized  to  resort  to  it  without  special  instructions  to  that  effect. 
I  am,  «&c., 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 
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[IndosQre  1  in  No.  403.— TranslatioQ.] 
Mr.  FeiroJeri  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

RoBfB,  Apnl  24,  1672. 

Sir  :  The  minif*ter  of  the  interior,  to  whom  I  hastened  to  communicate  the  docu- 
ments that  you  favored  me  with  in  your  note  of  the  11th  of  February,  has  had  an  in- 
vestigation made  into  the  charges  brought  by  Captain  T.  Ray,  of  the  brig  Shamrock, 
against  the  health-officer  of  the  port  of  Genoa. 

It  results  from  this  that  all  the  crew  of  said  vessel  were  admitted  in  free  pratique 
on  their  landing  at  the  Molo  Nuovo,  and  every  necessary  assistance  was  lent  them  by 
the  commissioner  of  Sanita  Marithina.  The  captain  and  his  family  were  received  ia 
his  house,  and  afterward  passed  the  night  in  that  of  the  Capo  Guardia  di  Sanita;  and 
it  is  this  act  of  charity  that  Captain  Ray  has  endeavored  to  denounce  as  a  detention 
imposed  upon  him.  He  was  always  left  free  to  go  to  the  city  or  to  the  ship.  This  lib- 
erty was  made  use  of  by  the  sailors,  who  went  on  board  the  ship  the  same  evening,  (of 
the  week;)  in  order  to  take  away  their  effects.  It  appears,  besides,  that  Captain  H&y 
showed  little  inclination  to  do  anything,  and  only  on  the  following  morning  com- 
menced to  interest  himself  in  saving  the  ship  and  cargo. 

From  this  it  is  conclusive  that  norault  can  be  found  with  the  aforementioned  health- 
officer,  there  being  no  ground  for  anything  charged  against  him  by  Captain  Ray. 

In  communicating  the  result  of  this  investigation,  in  reply  to  your  note  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

For  the  minister: 

A.  PEIROLERI. 


[IncloHure  2  iu  No.  403.] 

Mr.  Spencer  to  Mr.  Armstrong, 

United  Sr.iTES  Consui^te, 

Genoa,  March  9, 1872. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant,  with  its  incloeure  firom  Mr. 
Marsh,  relating  to  the  Shamrock. 

Referring  to  the  same,  I  may  say  that  the  crew  of  the  Shamrock  were  set  at  liberty 
after  complying  with  certain  formalities  at  the  health-office,  while  the  captain  was 
detained,  and,  as  he  states,  against  his  will.  This  to  me  is  the  most  unaccountable 
feature  of  the  whole  proceeding,  with  regard  to  which  I  have  tailed  to  obtain  any  satis- 
faction, though  I  at  once  addressed  a  communication  to  the  prefect  and  the  captain  of 
the  port,  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the  case. 

I  understand  that  the  captain  of  the  vessel  knew  nothing  of  the  release  of  the  crew 
from  the  lazaretto  until  after  they  were  gone,  which  will  probably  account  for  his  hav- 
ing failed  to  send  a  message  by  one  of  their  number  to  the  consul  or  the  captain  of  the 
port.  One  of  the  seamen,  as  already  stated,  spoke  a  little  French,  but  after  he  left,  the 
captain,  in  the  absence  of  an  interpreter,  to  which  he  was  entitled,  was  unable  to  com- 
municate with  any  one.  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  statements  as  to  time  are 
somewhat  vague,  considering  the  circumstances.  With  regard,  however,  to  the  time 
when  the  captain  of  the  port  arrived  at  the  scene  of  the  disaster,  he  himself  informed 
me  that  it  was  about  11  o'clock,  the  delay  being  occasioned  by  the  fact  that  it  was 
necessary  to  wait  until  one  of  the  steam-tugs  should  ^t  up  steam. 

I  learn  from  the  captain  of  the  port  that  the  investigation  of  the  case  has  been  con- 
cluded and  a  oopy^  of  the  proceedings  sent  to  the  minister  of  marine.  I  also  under- 
stand that  while  it  severely  censures  the  conduct  of  the  health-officer  it  also  attaches 
soma  blame  to  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  on  the  ground  that  he  declined  the  services  of 
some  boatmen  who  otfered  to  move  his  vessel  for  the  sum  of  three  pounds  sterling.  I 
may  state  on  behalf  of  the  captain  that  this  was  before  he  realized  that  his  vessel  was 
in  danger,  and  while  he  was  waiting  for  a  pilot  and  tug-boat. 

The  agent  of  the  insurance  companies  informed  me  that  he  has  reported  the  case  to 
the  underwriters  and  referred  them  to  my  official  roport  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but 
that  up  to  the  present  time  he  has  received  no  instructions  as  to  what  course  he  is  to 
pursue. 

I  am,  Ac, 

'      O.  M.  SPENCER, 

United  States  Can^uL 

D.  A.  Akm«^trong,  Esq., 

United  States  Conaul-Oeneral.  ^  j 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ITALY,  319 

No.  246. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

No.  343.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washingtony  June  10,  1872. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  403,  of  the  ISth  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case 
of  the  Shamrock,  has  been  received.  Upon  consideration  in  connection 
i?ith  y#ur  No.  290,  and  with  the  dispatches  of  Mr.  Spencer,  the  consul 
at  Genoa,  it  is  scarcely  deemed  advisable  to  ask  for  a  copy  of  the  testi- 
mony taken  by  order  of  the  Italian  government,  or  to  set  on  foot  judicial 
'proceedings  in  the  name  of  this  Government.  The  captain,  however, 
may  bring  suit  against  the  officer  by  whom  he  may  have  been  aggrieved, 
should  he  think  proper  to  do  so.  Probably  his  cause  of  complaint,  sup- 
posing him  to  have  had  any,  was  chiefly  imputable  to  his  ignorance  of 
the  language  of  the  country.  The  authorities,  it  is  true,  may  have  been 
somewhat  to  blame  for  not  enabling  him  by  means  of  an  interpreter  to 
make  himself  understood.  If,  therefore,  you  should  deem  it  advisable, 
you  may  make  a  representation  at  least  upon  this  point  to  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  247.      • 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

No.  348.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  22, 1872. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Department,  and  the  suggestion 
is  concurred  in,  that  if  the  sympathy  which  we  entertain  for  the  inhu- 
manly persecuted  Hebrews  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia  were  made  known  to  the  governmept  to  which  you  are  accredited, 
it  might  quicken  and  encourage  the  efforts  of  that  Government  to  dis- 
charge its  duty  as  a  protecting  power  pursuant  to  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  between  certain  Europeon  states.  Although  we  are  not  a  party 
to  that  instrument,  and,  aB  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance 
adverted  to  is  so  enormous  as  to  impart  to  it  as  it  were  a  cosmopolitan 
character  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds 
are  alike  interested. 

You  will  consequently  communicate  on  this  subject  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Italian  Government  in  such  way  as  you*  may 
suppose  might  be  most  likely  to  compass  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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No.  248. 
Mr.  Wurts  to  Mr,  Fish. 
[Extract.] 
Ko.  415.  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STAES, 

Romej  Augmt  14, 1872.    (Received  September  3.) 
Sir:  On  the  subject  of  your  instruction  No.  348,  dated  July  22,  1872, 
concerning  the  persecution  of  the  Jews  in  the  Danubian  Principalities, 
I  had  yesterday  an  interview,  in  the  absence  of  the  minister  of  foreign 
afiiftirs^  with  the  secretary-general  of  that  department. 

He  informed  me  that  the  Italian  and  British  governments  had  already 
exchanged  several  communications  relating  to  this  grievance,  which  was 
an  af^ir  to  be  treated  with  great  delicacy ;  that  it  would  probably  re- 
quire to  be  brought  before  a  convention  of  the  protecting  powers  for 
settlement ;  but,  even  then,  the  very  action  taken  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  the  Jews  in  those  countries  might,  it  is  feared,  have 
the  opposite  ^ect,  on  account  of  the  jealousy  of  the  people  of  any 

foreign  interference. 

•  ••#••• 

The  secretary-general  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  most  efficacious 
action  in  this  matter  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  be  through  representations  to  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg, 
whose  voice  among  the  members  of  the  Greek  Church,  to  which  cree<l 
belong  principally  the  persecutors  of  the  Jews  in  those  regions,  would 
not  be  unheeded. 

I  left  at  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  the  instruction,  which, 
the  secretary-general  assured  me,  w  ill  be  referred  to  the  minister  on  his 
return  to  the  capital. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  W.  WUKTS. 


No.  249. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

No,  358.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  10,  1872. 

Sib  :  You  are  already  aware  that  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  appointed 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  8th  May, 
1871,  concluded  its  deliberations  and  pronounced  its  tiual  decision  at 
Geneva  on  the  14th  ultimo. 

The  tribunal  was  composed  of  five  members,  two  appointed  by  the 
governments  immediately  interested  in  the  questions  submitted  for  its 
consideration,  and  three  named  respectively  by  the  King  of  Italy,  the 
Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  the  President  of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

Dispatches  this  day  received  at  this  Department  contain  the  record 
of  the  closing  proceedings  of  the  tribunal,  and  of  its  award.  These  dis- 
patches bear  witness  to  the  industry  and  the  high  qualities  with  which 
the  arbitrators  pursued  the  investigation  which  was  devolved  upon 
them.  The  President  appreciates  most  highly  the  obligation  of  the 
United  States,  in  common  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  friendly  govern- 
ments which  have  rendered  assistance  in  the  determination  of  the  grave 
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iuteniatioiial  questions  tliat  were  at  issue.  Tliis  ohlig:atioii  has  been 
eiiUaiieed  by  the  high  character  and  elevated  positions  of  the  eminent 
gentlemen  named  as  arbitrators  by  those  governments.  The  learning, 
the  industry,  the  ability,  and  the  impartiality  which  thesrf  gentlemen 
have  displayed,  have  made  a  profound  impression  upon  the  President, 
and  have  not  only  contributed  in  an  essential  degree  to  the  satisfactory 
conclusion  of  the  pending  questions  in  which  two  governments  were  in- 
terested, but  must  have  a  powerful  effect  in  commending  the  principle 
of  arbitration  to  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world  as  an  effective 
method  of  adjusting  many  international  disputes  hereafter.  You  are  in- 
structed to  make  known  to  the  government  of  Italy  this  expression  of 
the  appreciation  by  the  President  of  the  friendly  act  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Italy  in  naming  one  of  the  arbitrators,  and  of  the  high  charac- 
ter and  eminent  services  of  the  arbitrator  thus  named  by  him. 

The  President  requests  that  His  Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
will  kindly  convey  to  Count  Sclopis  his  thanks,  and  will  communicate 
to  him  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  President  of  his  character  and 
services,  not  only  as  one  of  the  arbitrators,  but  also  in  the  delicate  and 
arduous  duties  of  presiding  ofticer  of  the  high  tribunal. 
r  am,  &e., 

HAMILTON  FI3H^ 
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No.  250. 

Mr,  Shepard  to  Mr,  Finh, 

No.  UKJ  United  States  Legation, 

Japan^  February  17, 1872.     (Received  April  L) 
Sib:  His  Majesty  the  Ten  no,  on  Japanese  new  year,  (February  10,) 
for  the  first  time  received  the  foreign  representatives  in  a  body.    Con- 
gratulations were  exchanged  with  his  ministcfrs,  and  through  the  prime 
minister  the  Emperor  asked  particularly  after  the  health  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 
Herewith  I  hand  you  copy  of  His  Majesty's  speech. 
I  am,  &e., 

CHARLES  O.  SIIEPARD, 

Cluirge  iVAfaireft  ad  int. 


[  Inclofture.— Tl•all^IHtio^l.  J 

This  is  the  lirHt  occasion  on  which  I  have  given  audience  to  you  in  celebration  of 
our  new  year's  festival. 

High  and  low  enjoy  tranquillity,  and  all  felicitate  themselves  on  the  happy  occasion 
of  the  new  year.  Your  countries  have  already  celebrated  the  new  year,  and  I  am  in- 
finitely rejoiced  to  know  that  your  sovereigns  and  the  President  are  prosperous,  and 
that  their  oftioials  and  people  enjoy  peace.  1  hope  that  we  may  long  continue  to  enjoy 
th*  happiness  of  ever-increasing  friendship  and  harmonious  relations. 

*->    •'    «  igitized  by  Google 
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No.  2ol. 

Mr.  Shepard  to  Mr,  Fifik, 

Ko.  30.J  United  States  LeciATio^i, 

JapaUy  April  13, 1872.    (Received  May  21.) 

Sib  :  Oil  the  at'teruoDU  and  uigbt  of  April  3  the  most  disastrous  fire 
within  the  memory  of  its  inhabitants  occurred  in  the  city  of  Yedo.  The 
space  over  which  the  fire  passed  was  fully  four  miles  by  two,  the  number 
of  houseo  destroyed  not  less  than  6,000,  and  the  number  of  persons  ren- 
dered homeless  nearly  50,000.  Seventeen  government  offices  and  sixty 
temples  or  places  of  worship  were  destroyed.  The  loss  in  property  is 
comparatively  slight,  as  the  buildings  were  small  and  of  cheap  material. 

Diminutive  fire-proof  mud  houses,  called  "  godowns,"  from  18  to  24 
inches  in  thickness,  are  attached  to  nearly  all  stores,  and  in  these  valu- 
ables are  generally  placed  in  case  of  fire.  Upon  this  occasion  they  were 
particularly  serviceable,  and  now  stand  like  tombstones  in  a  cemetery, 
the  only  monuments  of  the  past. 

Rice  is  served  out  daily  by  the  government,  and  steps  are  being  taken 
to  rebuild  in  a  more  substantial  manner. 

Probably  not  to  exceed  sixty  lives  were  lost,  but  it  is  a  disaster  for 
Yedo  only  equaled  by  the  tidal  wave  of  1854. 
I  am,  <S:c., 

(^HARLES  O.  SHEPARI),       . 
Vhargt*  (V Afmre^  nd  int. 


^'o.  252. 

Mr,  Shepard  to  Mr.  Fiah, 

;No.  4(;.J  United  States  Legation, 

Japau^  June  16,  1872.    (Received  July  22.) 

Sir:  On  the  14th  instant  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  Rear-Admi- 
ral  Jenkins  to  His  Majesty  the  Tenno,  and  although  the  occasion  itselt 
presented  no  unusual  features  the  circumstances  were  peculiar,  and 
bringing  me,  as  they  did,  at  variance  with  my  English,  French,  and 
Russian  colleagues,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  them  in  brief. 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  Mr.  Watson  arrived  in  Japan,  and  relieved  Mr. 
Adams  as  Her  Britannic  Majesty\s  charge  d'aftaires.  About  the  same 
time  Mr.  Butzou  arrived  as  Russian  charge  d'affaires,  as  did  also  the 
French  admiral.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  this  court  to  receive 
charg6  d'affaires  and  admirals,  and  the  days  for  the  receptions  of  the 
English  charge  d'affaires,  Admiral  Jenkins,  the  French  admiral,  and 
the  Russian  charge  d'affaires  were  all  set  in  the  order  1  have  just 
named,  with  but  a  day  or  two  between  each. 

Upon  arranging  the  details,  Mr.  Watson  found  that  the  Tenno  would 
receive  Hitting^  to  which  he  at  once  took  exceptions.  The  Tenno  de- 
clined to  stand,  saying  that  he  received  charge  d'affaires  and  admirals 
only  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  and  that  he  could  not  be  dictated  to  con- 
cerning the  manner.  He  claimed  that  Japanese  and  foreign  customs 
differed,  and  that  while,  for  instance,  in  America  and  Europe  it  was 
courtesy  to  nticorer  the  head,  in  Japan  it  was  etiquette  to  corer  it. 
Mr.  Watson  declined  a  presentation  except  the  Tenno  stood,  and  ap 
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pealed  to  the  Fi  eiieli  itud  Kussiau  eliiirges  d'aftaires  and  myself  to  support 
biui.  These  geutleinen  deemed  it  proper  to  comply.  1  saw  it  my  duty 
quite  in  the  opposite  direction.  I  only  asked  that  Admiral  Jenkins  and 
myself  be  received  as  others  had  been  and  would  be  received.  I  claimed 
that  foreign  representatives  had  no  right  to  demand  a  change  of  Japan- 
ese customs,  and  that  intention  should  determine  a  courtesy  or  lack  of 
courtesy.  I  deprecated  the  forcing  of  strict  etiquette  upon  this  people, 
as  interpreted  by  an  European  court,  and  thought  it  better  to  suit  our- 
selves to  circumstances,  and  make  allowances  instead  of  seeking  for 
points  of  dispute.  With  my  opinions  and  support  the  minister  for  for- 
eign afiairs  expressed  himself  delighted,  and  the  audience  was  arranged 
as  usual. 

While  in  the  waiting-room,  the  day  of  the  presentation,  I  was  in- 
formed that  so  pleased  was  His  Majesty  with  my  friendly  actions  that  he 
had  determined  to  receive  me  standing,  assuring  me  that  it  was  done  as 
a  particular  mark  of  gratitude  and  friendship,  and  that  in  doing  so  he  did 
not  commit  himself  to  future  action.  The  other  audiences  spoken  of 
have  not  yet  taken  place ;  hence,  how  they  will  be  received  I  cannot  say ; 
but  be  that  as  it  may,  through  kind  words  a  courtesy  has  been  offered 
me  which  threats  and  demands  were  impotent  to  effect. 
I  have,  iSic, 

(IHARLES  O.  SHKPAUD, 

Charge  d'AffaheJi  ad  int- 
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No.  253. 
Mr,  Turner  to  Mr,  Fifth, 

No.  18. J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Monrovia,  Liberia^  October  25, 1871.  (Received  Nov.  27.) 
Sra :  Notwithstanding  the  oflScial  dispatch  conveying  to  me  the  infor- 
mation that  "  a  revijlution  exists  in  Liberia "  bears  date  the  23d  of 
October,  it  has  but  this  moment  been  forwarded  to  me.  The  immediate 
departure  of  the  mail  steamer  precludes  the  possibility  of  any  state- 
ment from  me  by  this  mail  other  than  that  set  forth  by  the  inclosed  cor- 
resFpondence. 

J  have,  &('., 

J.  MILTON  TURNER. 


[luclofiare  No.  l.J 
AJr.  Lewis  to  Mr.  Turner. 

Department  ov  Ktatk, 

Monrovia f  October  23 j  1871. 
8ik:  By  dinctiou  ol  the  President  1  have  to  iDfonn  you  that  on  the  night  of  tiie 
22d  instant  a  round  of  grape-shot  was  fired  into  his  mansion,  and  that  a  puhlic  rae^ti- 
ing,  held  in  this  city  this  day,  has  requested  him  to  resign  his  office  of  President  in»- 
meiliately. 

Your  excellency  will  readily  observe,  without  further  remarks  from  me,  that  a  revi>- 
lution  exists  in  Liberia. 
I  have,  &c.,  &o., 

JOHN  LEWIS,  T 

D  Secretary  of  Sti^i^ 
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(lucloMnre  No.  '^.1 
Mr.  Tmnur  to  Mr.  Jjewis. 

LKoATIOX   of  THK    VSITVA*   ►STATKrt, 

Monrovia,  Lilm^a,  October  25,  1871. 
Sir:  Your  oiticial  coiiiiiiiinicatioii  heariu^  date  October  23,  and  conveying  to  thia 
legation  iDfonuatiou  to  the  ett'ect  that  the  residence  of  his  excellency  E.  J.  Roye,  Presi- 
dent of  Liberia,  had  been  fired  into  with  "  a  ronnd  of  grape-shot/*  and  that  a  public 
meeting  had  been  held  "  in  this  city  "  on  the  2ad  instant,  the  action  of  which  was  to  re- 
quest his  excellency  the  President  to  resign  his  office  as  President,  and  calling  my  official 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  "  revolution  now  exists  in  Liberia,"  is  received!  In  reply 
I  beg  most  respectfully  to  stat^  that  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  toward  other  governments  whose  subjects  were  in  a  state  of  rebellion  is 
that  of  strict  neutrality.  I  therefore  do  assure  you,  sir,  that  in  pursuance  of  said 
policy,  my  official  conduct  toward  the  government  of  Liberia,  and  the  citizens  thereof, 
during  the  existence  of  the  "  revolution"  referred  to  in  your  dispat^ih,  shall  be  exclu- 
sively controlled  by  those  international  laws  laying  down  the  course  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued by  neutral  powers  in  such  cases. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  liavi*,  Ac,  &o., 


General  J.  M.  Lewis, 

Setrt'tari/  of  Stat*' 


J.  MILTON  TURNER 


No.  254. 
Mr.  Turner  to  Mr,  Fish, 


No.  V.),\  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Monrovia^  Liberia^  Oct.  30, 1871.    (Received  Dec.  12.) 

Sir  :  1  liave  the  honor  to  report  with  reference  to  my  dispatch  No. 
18,  conveying  to  the  Department  of  State  information  of  the  existence 
of  a  revolution  in  Liberia,  that  the  circumstances  giving  rise  to  that 
official  declaration  by  the  President  of  Liberia  are,  as  near  as  I  can 
ascertain  them,  about  as  follows : 

During  the  legislative  session  of  1868-'69  the  friends  of  Hon.  James 
S.  Payne,  then  the  President  of  this  country,  with  the  desire  to  extend 
his  term  to  four  instead  of  two  years,  petitioned  the  national  legislature 
requesting  that  body  to  submit  to  the  people  a  proposal  to  so  amend  the 
constitution  as  to  increase  the  presidential  and  representative  terms  of 
office  to  four  instead  of  two  years.  The  legislature  acquiesced  in  the 
request  of  the  petitioners  and  voted  to  submit  the  proposal  to  amend  • 
it  seems,  however,  that  the  people  were  indiiferent  as  to  the  fate  of  the 
amendment.  The  vote  for  and  against  was  comparatively  meager  stand- 
ing 350  for  and  2  against  amending  the  constitution.  I  am  informed 
that  the  official  record  will  show  this  vote  to  have  stood  as  above  stated 
but  as  to  the  accuracy  thereof  I  am  uninformed.  At  all  events  the 
house  declared  the  constitution  amended,  and  the  senate  declared 
that  it  was  not.  Upon  the  occurrence  of  this  disagreement  it  wa« 
decided  by  the  legislature  to  resubmit  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
constitution.  Subsequent  to  the  second  submission  thereof  it  seems  to 
have  been  impossible  to  procure  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  of  both 
houses  for  a  determination  of  the  count  of  the  vote.  The  speaker  of 
the  house  and  president  of  the  senate  were  deposed,  and  thus  a  vote  de- 
claring the  constitution  not  amended  was  secured.  The  bill  making  this 
declaration  was  vetoed  by  his  excellency  E.  J.  Roye,  which  gentleman 
had  been  elected  to  the  presidency  as  a  result  of  the  election  to  which 
the  amendment  was  originally  submitted.     President  Rov^,  us  UTresult 


LIBERIA.  ;52r) 

of  the  secoud  luilure  of  the  legislature  to  agree  as  to  the  fate  of  the 
amendment,  assumed  that  the  constitution  was  not  only  amended,  but 
that  it  was  amended  by  the  vote  of  the  election  to  which  it  was  at  first 
submitted,  and  that  he  was,  therefore,  president  for  four  instead  of  two 
years,  and  proceeded  to  proclaim  accordingly.  Incited  by  this  action  of 
the  president,  the  legislature  issued  what  is  known  in  this  country  as  a 
''declaration''  to  the  etfect  that  the  constitution  was  not  amended ;  and, 
therefore.  President  Eoye  was  not  elected  for  four  years. 

Thus  the  legislative  and  the  executive  branches  of  the  government  be- 
came opposed  to  each  other.  If  the  organic  system  was  not  amended 
at  either  of  these  elections,  then  the  regular  period  for  the  election  of 
President  would  have  occurred  in  May  of  1871.  Therefore,  those  that 
favor  the  declared  opinion  of  the  legislature  proposed  the  usual  presi- 
dential election,  and  proceeded  to  nominate  Ex-President  J.  J.  Eoberts. 
President  Eoye  declared  there  could  be  no  election  at  that  time,  the  con- 
stitution, agreeable  to  his  opinion,  having  been  amended.  The  party 
claiming  that  the  organic  law  was  amended  refused  to  enter  into 
this  presidential  election ;  as  a  consequence,  all  the  votes  cast  were  in 
favor  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Eoberts.  Immediately  subsequent  to  this  election 
Hon.  J.  J.  Eoberts  left  this  country  to  spend  the  summer  months  in  Eng- 
land. Meantime  President  Eoye,  remaining  in  the  country,  labored  to 
convince  the  people  of  the  correctness  of  his  views,  and  to  establish  the 
realization  of  the  issue  upon  which  he  had  been  elected,  to  wit,  "  the 
securing  of  a  loan,  with  which  to  redeem  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  thus  furnish  the  people  with  a  circulating  medium,  which  they  have 
not  had  for  years.'' 

Now,  to  come  within  my  own  official  observation  and  experience, 
President  Eoye  claims  to  have,  and  publishes  that  he  has,  accomplished 
the  successful  negotiation  of  a  loan  in  favor  of  the  Liberian  govern- 
ment upon  the  markets  of  England,  amounting  to  $500,000.  This 
statement  or  publication  seems  rather  to  have  increased  than  to  have 
decreased  the  unpopularity  of  President  Eoye's  administration.  He, 
about  two  months  ago,  first  affirmed  the  accomplishment  of  the  loan. 
From  that  time  until  the  present  the  party  opposed  to  his  views  has 
steadily  increased  in  numbers  and  determination.  They  at  one  time 
became  so  resolute  that  they  compelled  the  attorney-general  to  leave 
the  capital  under  threats  of  death  if  he  should  return.  By  reference 
to  one  of  my  former  dispatches,  the  Department  will  remember  the 
assassination  of  the  postmaster-general,  claimed  by  the  government  to 
have  been  committed  because  of  his  fidelity  to  the  administration. 
Two  men,  besides,  have  been  shot,  the  last  in  retaliation  for  the 
death  of  the  first.  Upon  the  22d  day  of  this  month,  Hon.  J.  J. 
Eoberts  returned  from  his  visit  to  England,  on  which  occasion  he  was 
received  by  the  anti-administrationists  with  a  salvos  of  twenty-one 
guns,  a  dinner,  and  other  demonstrations  of  public  honor.  Upon  the 
evening  of  that  same  day,  or  rather  during  the  night  thereof,  a  cannon 
loaded  with  grape-shot  was  fired  into  the  residence  of  President  Eoye 
by  unknown  parties.  The  charge,  striking  the  building  about  the  sec- 
ond story,  passed  through  his  rooms  of  reception,  through  his  own  and 
his  children's  bed-rooms.  A  portion  of  it  passed  out  through  the  roof. 
Nine  of  the  shot  were  found  in  the  rooms,  and  shown  to  me  by  the 
President.  Met^tings  were  called  by  the  citizens  of  IMonrovia,  and  hdd 
in  this  place  on  the  23d  and  24th  days  of  this  month,  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  determining  the  best  course  to  pursue  with  reference  to  secur- 
ing the  greatest  safety  to  the  country.  At  the  meeting  of  the  24th 
resolutions  wore  passed  reiiuesting  the  President   to  resign  his  office 
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\ritliout  (lela.Vy  aiul  coiideuuiatory  of  the  tiring  of  a  canium  into  the  resi 
deuce  of  said  gentleman. 

!Neitlier  of  those  meetings  has  taken  any  steps  to  (iiseo\  er  the  perjwtra- 
tors  of  the  deed,  or  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  same,  nor  the  occur- 
rence of  a  similar  act.  The  committee  appointed  to  acquaint  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  desire  expressed  by  the  meeting  received  in  reply  a  positive 
refusal  to  resign.  Upon  hearing  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  meet- 
ing accorded  to  the  President  one  hour  during  which  to  inform  the 
citizens  of  Monrovia  at  what  time  he  would  resign.  As  a  result  of  the 
second  visit  of  the  committee  to  the  President,  the  meeting  received  the 
promise  of  President  Roye  to  resign  on  Thursday,  the  2Gth  day  of  Octo- 
ber.   This  intelligence  seemed  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Monrovia. 

During  the  interval  President  Eoye  declared  the  country  in  a  state  of 
revolution,  much  to  the  exasperation  of  those  who  favored  his  resigna- 
tion. On  the  morning  of  the  26th  October  President  Koye,  without 
having  complied  with  his  promise  to  resign,  attempted  by  stealth  to 
effect  an  escai)e  from  the  country,  on  board  an  English  mail-steamer 
then  lying  in  this  harbor,  but  wa«  apprehended  and  arrested  by  an 
armed  guard,  stationed  at  the  landing  in  anticipation  of  the  Presi- 
dent's attempt  to  escape.  The  guard  was  ordered  to  return  him  to  his 
residence.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Monrovia  was  immediately 
called,  which  meeting  passed  a  resolution  summarily  deposing  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  several  heads  of  governmental  departments,  and  creating 
a  provisional  government  to  assume  the  charge  of  matters,  until  th« 
arrival  of  the  vice-president,  which  latter  gentleman,  it  seems,  was  im- 
peached for  maladministration  during  the  last  session  of  their  legisla- 
ture, and  is  awaiting  trial  by  the  legislature,  to  .be  assembled  next 
December. 

Thus  matters  stood  luitil  the  28th  day  of  October,  \\  hen  a  writ  was 
issued,  of  what  nature  or  by  whom  1  do  not  know,  for  the  apprehension 
and  arrest  of  the  deposed  President,  his  secretary  of  state  and  secre 
tary  of  the  treasury.  Not  being  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
charge  preferred  against  these  gentlemen,  I  assumed  the  liberty  of  being 
present  during  a  part  of  the  preliminary  examination,  and  thereby  dis- 
covered the  fact  that  the  charge  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  accused  by  the  provisional  government  of  having  drawn,  before 
deposal,  and  of  retaining  in  his  possession  since  deposal,  money  and 
drafts  in  favor  of  the  Liberian  government  against  the  English  loan  to 
the  amount  of  $75,000.  The  result  is  that  the  President  was  held  to 
$20,000  bail,  and  each  of  the  other  gentlemen  $7,500,  in  default  of 
which  the  three  gentlemen  are  now  closely  imprisoned,  under  the  sur- 
veillance of  an  aimed  guard.  1  have  omitted  to  state  that  if  not  thus 
deposed,  the  official  term  of  President  Eoye  would  have  expired  the 
1st  of  January,  1872.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that 
in  all  this  matter  I  have  been  careful  to  adhere  closely  to  a  ^'  strictly 
neutral "  attitude. 

Yenturing  to  hoi>e  that  the  Department  will  consent  to  accept  the 
peculiar  situation  of  affairs  in  this  country  as  my  apology  for  the  great 
length  of  this  dispat<?h, 
1  have.  &c.,  &(%, 

J.  MILTON  TIIKNER. 
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Jfr.    Turner  to  Mr.   Fish, 


No.  '2iK\  Leuatiox  of  thk  United  States, 

Monrovia,  Liberia^  Nov.  1,  1871.     (Received  Dec.  12.) 
Sm :  Inclosed  please  flud  correspondence  between  this  legation  and 
the  *' provisional  chief  executive  committee"  now  administering  the  af- 
fairs of  government  for  the  rei>ubHc  of  Liberia. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  MILTON  TURNER. 


[Iiu'loHiire    N«».  l.J 
Mr.  //.  JohhMov  to  Mr.   Turner. 

JiErAUIMKNT    <)l     »Sl  ATK, 

Monrovia,  Liberia,  October  JW,  1871. 
Sik:  1  have  the  houor  to  acciuaiut  y<mr  ex.cellenoy  that  the  soyereign  people  of 
Liberia  having,  on  the  26th  day  of  the  present  month,  deposed  President  Boye,  the 
^oyemnieut  of  Liberia*  will  be  provisionally  condncted  by  a  chief  executive  commit- 
tee and  the  chiefs  of  departments,  until  the  arrival  at  the  government  of  the  vice- 
president  of  the  republic. 

I  beg  to  inclose  herein  a  copy  of  the  manifesto  iHHned  by  the  provisional  govern- 
ment under  dftte  of  Octol>er  27,  inHtant. 
I  am.  «lc.,  Ac. 

H.  R.  W.  JOHNSON. 


[Iticiosare  Xo.  ti.j 
MANIFESTO. 

The  tjovereign  jKHijile  of  tiie  republic  of  Liberia,  while  recognizing  the  principles 
that  all  government  informed  for  the  welfare  of  those  who  compose  it ;  that  all  power  is 
inherent  in  the  people ;  and  that  ^'  whenever  the  conduct  of  those  to  whom  it  has  been 
delegated  begins  to  bring  about  disorganization  and  ruin,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people 
a^  once  to  resume  their  delegated  power,"  are,  nevertheless,  inclined  to  state  the 
motives  which  have  prompted  them  in  adopting  an  unusual  course.  They,  therefore, 
Ket  forth : 

That  the  unconstitutional  acts  of  President  E.  J.  Roye  have  been  calculated  to 
tyrannize  over  the  free  people  of  the  republic,  and  bring  ruin  upon  the  country. 

President  Koye  has,  contrary  to  the  constitution,  proclaimed  himself  President  for 
four  years,  although  elected  for  only  two  years. 

When  the  legislature  of  the  republic,  by  its  vote  of  .January  last,  declared  that  the 
constitution  had  not  been  amended  so  as  to  lengthen  the  presidential  term  to  four 
years,  he  has,  by  proclamation,  forbiddeu  the  usual  biennial  election  to  be  held,  and 
ordered  his  officers  to  prevent  the  citizens  of  the  republic  from  exercising  their  consti- 
tutional privilege  of  holding  an  election. 

He  has  threatened  with  death  thone  who  might  be  thus  disposed  to  exercise  their 
right  as  citizens. 

He  has  distributeil  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  has  not  ceased  his  efforts  to  im>- 
cnre  armed  men  to  crush  the  liberties  of  the  i»eople. 

His  efforts  to  perpetuate  his  incumbency,  iu  violation  of  the  constitution,  and  against 
the  \y\\\  of  the  people,  have  been  the  occasion,  in  one  or  two  instances,  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  life  and  property.  Those  efforts  have,  moreover,  manifested  themselves  iu 
briberies,  tending  to  corrupt  the  people,  aud  to  ingraft  on  their  political  life  evils 
which,  if  allowed  to  grow,  will  destroy  the  nation. 

He  has  "  ruptured  and  broken  the  friendships  of  years,  aud  made  wounds  that  may 
never  be  healed  in  the  life- time  of  this  generation.  The  beautiful  banks  of  the  8t. 
Paul's,  where  peace  and  industry  once  plied  their  busy  hands,  have  been  bristling  with 
the  bayonets  of  men  ready  to  take  each  other's  lives." 

He  has  contracted  a  foreign  loan,  contrary  to  the  law  made  and  provided,  and,  with- 
out an  act  of  appropriation  I  »y  the  legislature,  lie  has  with  his  ottieersj  be('i»j;j?c»*ivin^ 
the  proceeds  of  that  loan.       '  y^^^^  by  GoOglC 
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He  Las  i*<uoie«l  a  t'uiulamental  principle  of  the  coustitutiou  inakiu*;  the  executive 
legislative,  and  jndicial  departments  of  government  distinct  and  separate.  He  has  ap- 
pointed to  an  executive  otMce  a  citi/.en  clothed  with  senatorial  power.  Invading  the 
courts  of  j  astice,  he  has  assumed  to  dictate  the  selection  of  jurors,  thus  interfering 
■with  the  even-handed  justice  of  the  judiciary. 

Every  effort  to  induce  him  to  desist  from  his  unconstitutional  course  has  been  un- 
availing. Threats  and  entreaties  have  been  alilco  lost  upon  him.  He  has  turned  a 
<leaf  ear  to  the  remonstrances  from  all  the  counties  of  the  republic. 

When  the  people  have  risen  in  their  might,  he  has,  upon  the  entreaties  of  his  friends, 
given  his  written  promise  to  resign  at  an  appointed  time;  but,  regardless  of  that  writ- 
ten promise,  he  has  declared  the  people  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  attempted  to  escape 
to  foreign  countries,  with  the  officers  of  his  government,  clothed  with  their  full  i)ower, 
in  order  to  wield  against  us  in  other  lands  a  power  which  at  home  he  had  employed 
in  vain  to  crush  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  forbearance  manifested  by  the  people,  far  from  having  a  tendency  to  cause  the 


chair,  he  would  not  cease  his  efforts  to  perpetuate  his  incumbency,  and  knowing  that 
he  was  daily  expecting  means  to  enable  him  to  triumph  over  the  people  j  knowing 
moreover  that,  "  when  a  people  have  failed  to  act  in  a  prompt  and  energetic  manner, 
they  have  lost  their  liberties,  and  not  unfrequently  their  lives  and  property  ;**  and 
fearing  that  it  might  be  fatal  to  await  the  assembling  of  the  national  legislature,  the 
people  decided  to  act  at  once  in  the  matter :    Therefore, 

On  the  26th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundrcil 
and  seventy-one,  and  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  republic,  the 
sovereign  people  of  Liberia  did,  by  their  resolutions  in  the  city  of  Monrovia,  joined  to 
the  resolutions  from  the  other  counties  of  the  republic,  depose  President  E.  J.  Roye 
ib)m  his  high  office  of  President  of  Liberia;  and  did  decreethat  the  government  shall 
be  provisionally  conducted  by  a  chief  executive  committee  of  three  members  and  by 
the  chiefs  of  dei»artments,  until  the  arrival  of  the  constitutional  ofticer  at  the  seat  of 
government. 

The  sovereign  people  of  Liberia,  while  deploring  the  one  or  two  instances  of  the 
destruction  of  life  and  property,  nevertheless  console  themselves  with  the  fact  that, 
with  the  exceptions  already  named,  the  important  step  which  they  have  taken  has 
not  been  attended  with  the  shedding  of  the  bloo<l  of  the  citizens  and  the  tears  of 
widows  and  oi^phans.  And  with  grateful  hearts  they  bow  before  the  God  who  rules 
the  destinies  of  nations  and  who  has  assisted  them  to  avert  from  their  country  the  sa<l 
(calamities  that  have  not  unfre<iuently  attended  such  proceedings  in  other  lands. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  republic,  in  the  city  of  Monrovia,  this 
twenty-seventh  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  huiulre<i 
and  H«ventv-o!ie,  and  of  the  republic  th**  twentv-tifth. 

C.B.  DUNBAR, 
K.  A.  SHERMAN, 
AMOS  HERKlNfi, 

Chief  Krrvntin  CominHtti. 

V»y  the  chi«'f  executive  coinniitte*'  : 
II.  R.  W.  Johnson, 

S^n'viary  of  State. 


Ihitlosurt'  Xo.  3.1 
Mr,  Turin r  to  Mr,  Johnrnxi. 

Li:<:ation  of  tiik  Uxitki*  Siatkn, 

Monrovia^  Liberia,  Octobtr  ^0,  Irui, 

Jf lit :  1  havr  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  bearing  date  October  the 
28th  and  addressed  to  "his  excellency  the  United  States  minister  resident,"  and  con- 
veying information  to  the  effect  that  on  account  of  the  deposal  of  "President  Roye,'' 
**tno  government  of  Liberia  will  be  provisionally  conducted  by  a  chief  executive 
committee  until  the  arrival  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  vice-president  of  the 
republic." 

In  reply,  permit  me  to  re-assure  the  government  of  Liberia  that  the  policy  of  strict 
neutrality  with  reference  to  any  internal  disturbances  that  may  now  exist  within  the 
republic  of  Liberia  will  be  strictly  adhered  toby  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Please  accept  the  indfl)t«*dn«'S8  of  thi>*  legation  for  inanif^'sto  inclosed  in  your  dispatch. 


I.IBERIA.  .'{29 

No.  2r>6. 

Mr.  Turner  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  34.  J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Monrovia^  Liberia^  Jan.  24,  1872.    (Received  Feb.  27.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  the  Department  with  the  fact  that 
Hon.  J.  J.  Eobertswas  inaugurated  President  of  the  republic  of  Liberia 
on  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1872.  The  term  of  office  for  the  President 
is  two  years,  and  this  is  the  fifth  time  that  his  excellency  President 
Eoberts  has  been  elected  President  of  Liberia.  The  occasion  seemed 
one  of  general  interest;  quietude  prevailed ;  persons  from  all  sections 
of  the  country  were  present.  Having  been  unable  to  procure  a  manu- 
script copy  of  the  President's  inaugural  address,  I  am  forced  to  forward 
by  this  mail  printed  copies  thereof. 

I  avail,  &c., 

J.  MILTON  TURNER. 


No.  257. 

.  Mr.  Turner  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  :i^.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Monrovia^  Liberia^  Jan.  24,  1872.  (Received  Feb.  27.) 
/Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  convey  to  the  Department  a  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  his  excellency  President  Roberts  granted  the  several 
members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  now  near  the  government  of  Liberia 
an  audience  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1872,  at  which  time  I  received 
satisfaction  in  being  formally  received  or  acknowledged  by  the  President. 
Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  ansurances  offered  by  me  upon  that  occasion. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  >nLTON  TURNER. 


|luclo8Ut"e.  1 

ilfr.   Tnrmr  to  Mr.  Jiohirtx. 

Jam  All Y  15,  1872. 
I  litkve  tlie  houor,  iu  the  uame  of  tho  Government  ot"  the  Uufted  States,  now  to 
approach  your  excellency,  for  the  purpose  of  cougratulating  the  republic  of  Liberia 
upou  Yoar  excellency's  attainment,  for  the  fifth  time,  to  the  chief  executive,  and  there- 
fore the  most  responsible  position  in  the  gift  of  your  countrymen.  I  avail  myself  of 
the  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  the  sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment 
of  the  United  States,  in  aU  directions  consistent  with  the  honorable  dignity  of  the  two 
governments,  to.strengthen  and  increase  the  real  friendship  and  happy  correspondence 
now  so  happily  subsisting  between  the  governments  of  the  two  countries,  and  again 
to  acquaint  the  government  of  Liberia  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  prosperity  of  your  republic.  Having  been  specially  intrusted 
by  His  ExceUency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
Hent  of  the  honorable  the  Senate  thereof,  with  the  responsible  duty  of  contributing  to 
the  perpetuity  of  theso  important  relations,  1  find  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  assure 
jrour  excellency  that  during  my  official  residence  near  the  government  of  your  country 
it  shall  be  my  sincere  object  and  ])rofonud  pleasure,  to  the  liest  extent  of  my  capacity, 
to  diHcharge   the  duties  of  my  important  tnint.     I  shall  find  in  the  "^aineneHS  of  the 
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organic  MysteiiiM  ot  tlie  two  ;<ovemmciits,  together  with  the  »iniilaiity  of  numy  of  the 
cnstoms  of  the  two  peoples,  facilities  that  will  tend  greatly  to  simplify  and  aid  the  proa- 
ecntion  of  my  duties.  Although  largely  appreciated  by  mo,  I  am  happy  to  assure 
your  excellency  that  these  influences  cannot  in  the  least  aftect  my  consistency  of  con- 
duct, nor  abate  my  official  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  two  countries.  I  do  not  refrain 
from  here  making  reference  to  a  truth.  I  am  by  no  means  callous  to  the  fact  that  my 
station  places  mo  officially  between  two  of  the  most  remarkable  characters  of  the 
nineteenth  century;  one  of  whom  is  no  less  distinguished  for  marked  justice  and 
great  practical  comprehension  in  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  (rovernment  of 
the  United  States  than  for  that  peculiar  talent  which  makes  him  "tirst  military  captain 
of  the  century;"  the  other  called  by  the  independent  suffrages  of  his  countrymen 
from  the  retirement  of  age  to  preside  on  the  affairs  of  the  government  of  his  country 
the  fifth  time  within  two  and  a  half  decades.  For  this  latter  circumstance,  I  think, 
th^re  can  be  found  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  democratic  institutions.  I  prefer  to 
close  this  effort  by  rehearsing  in  your  excellency's  hearing  the  benediction  pro- 
nounced in  my  letter  of  credence,  now  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  department  of  state 
of  the  government  of  Liberia,  by  your  excellency's  good  friend  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

"And  T  ]»ray  (»od  jilways  to  luive  your  excollency  in  His  satV  and  holy  k*'*'pins4." 


No.  J58. 

Mr,  Turner  to  Mr.  Fhh. 

No.  45.]  Legation  of  the  L^NirEi)  States, 

Monrovia  J  Liberiu,  May  25,  1872.    (Received  July  8.) 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor,  now  that,  after  thirty  days,  more  or  le^s,  of 
careful  observation,  I  am  convinced  that  the  desire  and  effort  of  the 
present  administration  is  to  intix)duce  and  cultivate,  as  between  the  dis- 
agreeing political  factions,  a  conciliatory  and  conservative  policy,  to 
report  to  the  Department  the  present  aspect  of  public  affairs  in  Liberia. 
I  therefore  prefer  at  this  time  to  enter  briefly  upon  an  exposition  in  a 
general  synopsis  of  the  national  capacities,  present  condition,  and  future 
prospects  of  Liberia. 

This  republic  occupies  about  six  hundred  miles  of  that  part  of  this 
coast  so  universally  admitted  to  be  better  adapted  to  the  rapid  progress 
of  civilization  than  any  African  territory  north  of  the  equator  and  south 
of  the  southern  boundary-line  of  the  great  desert  of  Sahara. 

By  some  whose  wide  experience  upon  this  coast  well  qualifies  them 
tor  a  reliable  opinion,  the  Liberian  territory  is  pronounced  the  most 
desirable  of  any  portion  of  West  Africa. 

With  reference  to  the  national  capacities  of  this  country,  enough  has 
been  said  by  other  and  abler  persons  to  render  any  attempt  of  mine  in 
the  same  direction  but  a  repetition  of  well  known  and  widely  circulated 
statements. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  Department  will  not  weary  with  the  mention 
of  such  of  those  facts  as  will  form  a  sufficiency  for  my  present  purpose. 

The  entire  western  ])oundary-line  of  Liberia  lies  silong  the  east  shore 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  possesses  numiBrous  harbors  which,  agreeable 
to  the  usually  expressed  opinions  of  experienced  navigators,  are  not  the 
most  superior,  but,  when  taken  comparatively,  are  found  to  be  slightly 
above  mediocre. 

The  usual  placidity  of  the  Atlantic  waters  on  this  coast  renders  these 
harbors  free  from  risk  or  danger.  The  interior  presents  a  country  as 
picturesque  in  appearance  as  it  is  inviting  in  all  its  aspects ;  a  fine  un- 
dulating region,  abounding  in  streams  and  rivulets,  and  said  by  those 
who  have  traveled  extensively  interiorward  to  be  quite  salubrious  and 
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lioaltliful,  being:  coliiparativel}'  free  from  the  (leadly  iiirtueiue  of  tho 
miasma  arising  from  the  thick  mangrove-swamps  near  the  coast.  Thus 
far,  from  a  great  want  of  proper  appliances  for  pushing  settlements  to 
the  more  healthful  interior,  civilization  has  remained  along  the  coast. 
Means  of  transportation  are  purely  primary;  therefore  settlers  have  felt 
compelled  to  forego  the  occupancy  of  the  (in  some  parts)  seventy-ftve 
miles  of  interior  Liberian  territory,  and  locate  upon  the  rivers  near  the 
coast  and  emptying  into  the  ocean,  that  they  might  be  able  in  their 
canoes  to  reach  the  sea-board  with  such  productions  as  are  intended  for 
exportation.  Although  there  are  numerous  rivers,  nature  has,  by  leaving 
them  unnavigable,  decreed  their  uselessness  except  for  watering  and 
fertilizing  the  soil,  &c. 

But  two  Liberian  rivers  are  navigable,  even  for  small  boats,  the  St. 
Paul  and  the  Cavalla,  the  former  about  twenty-five  and  the  latter  about 
.seventy-five  miles. 

Liberia  possesses  all  tlie  natural  facilities  peculiar  to  most  other  trop- 
ical countries;  perhaps  in  some  respects  it  possesses  natural  advantages 
superior  to  most  others.  I  know  it  will  be  urged  by  some  that  this  multifa- 
rious libei^ality  of  nature  tends  rather  to  the  promotion  of  indolence  than 
to  the  encouragement  of  industry,  but  it  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  Christianity  and  successful  empire  that  no  country  better  compensates 
industry^  especially  the  labor  of  the  farmer,  than  does  Liberia.  It  seems 
almost  unnecessary  to  pronounce  this  soil  prolific,  extremely  rich,  and 
seemingly  inexhaustibly  productive. 

The  voluntary  productions  of  the  soil  are  almost  fabulous.  The  palm- 
tree,  that  widely  celebrated  benefactor  to  man  in  tropical  climes,  is  here 
in  gi-eat  abundance,  and  A^olunteers  a  utility  that  I  have  frequently 
thought  approximates  to  indispensableness  to  both  the  native  and  the 
Americo-Liberian.  Growing  without  cultivation,  it  supplies  the  lard, 
soap,  butter,  and  a  wholesome  beverage  known  as  palm-wine,  for  do- 
mestic uses,  while  palm  nut  and  oil  furnishes  the  principal  staple  for 
exportation.  The  cocoa,  the  bamboo,  the  pine-apple,  the  mahogany,  ihe 
banana,  the  cam- wood,  the  orange,  the  barn-wood,  the  Calibar  bean,  the 
lime,  (sweet  and  sour,)  the  sycamore,  the  black-gum,  the  custard-apple, 
the  mangrove-plum,  together  with  ^  wide  additional  variety  of  fibrous 
and  other  trees  of  generous  utility,  grow  voluntarily  in  profuse  abun- 
dance and  with  great  vigor. 

The  cultivation  of  the  coffee-tree  has  been  attempted  within  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  with  great  comparative  success.  This  tree  reaches 
its  maturity  here  in  much  shorter  time  than  in  some  other  countries. 
I  have  discovered,  by  consultation  with  good  authorities,  that  the  coffee- 
tree  in  some  countries  is  from  six  to  seven  years  attaining  mature 
growth.  I  am  credibly  informed  that  when  properly  cared  for  it  matures 
in  Liberia  in  an  average  time  of  from  three  and  a  half  to  five  years. 

The  average  annual  yield  of  a  well-attended  coffee-tree  is  from  four 
to  six  pounds.  Notwithstanding  the  admitted  superiority  of  Liberian 
coffee,  consequent  upon  the  adaptedness  of  the  soil  to  coffee-growing,  in 
this  as  in  all  things  else,  Liberians  are  sadly  iu  want  of  modern  facili- 
ties, and  therefore  find  it  difficult  to  prepare  the  berry  for  market. 
Like  the  Mocha  in  other  countries,  the  coffee-tree  in  Liberia  needs  not 
the  benevolent  shades  of  other  trees  that  it  may  tlirive,  but  grows  vigor- 
ously when  exposed  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun. 

During  the  late  disturbances  in  the  United  States  the  raising  of  cot- 
ton on  a  not  very  extensive  plan  was  attempted  by  Liberians,  and  the 
fact  established  that  very  superior  cotton  can  be  produced  from  this 
soil  and  climate.  Pr^r^rrTr^ 
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Sugar-cane  is  abumlant,  ami  thrives  as  fiiieiy  as  in  sourheiu  United 
States. 

Two  crops  of  com  may  l);^  produced  iu  a  yeu*.  In  fine,  we  find  here 
the  most  profuse  luxuriant  vegetation. 

We  observe  at  once  that  species  of  plants,  the  broadness  and  i)lciiti- 
fulness  of  whose  leaves  indicate  a  sufficiency  of  exuberant  humidity; 
shrubbery,  the  profusion  and  rich  utility  of  whose  gums,  spices,  and 
aromata,  together  with  table-vegetables,  (native  of  more  temperate 
climes,)  the  hardihood  of  whose  growth  bears  testimony  to  the  variegated 
natural  capacities  of  Liberian  soil. 

With  reference  to  the  mineral  capacities  of  Liberia  little  is  known  ; 
however,  it  is  certain  that  iron  of  good  quality  exists  in  large  quanti- 
ties. 

.  Hon.  H.  E.  W.  Johnson,  secretary  of  state,   informs  nie  that   the 
presence  of  gold  is  also  a  certainty. 

The  principal  domesticated  animals  are  the  b;illo:*k  or  beeve,  c^ws, 
sheep,  geese,  turkeys,  ducks,  and  chickens. 

Like  all  equatorial  climates,  that  of  Liberia  does  not  experience  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  four  seasons,  but  the  year  is  arbitrarily  divided  into 
but  two  seasons,  the  rainy  and  the  dry,  or,  in  the  Liberian  parlance,  "  the 
rains  and  the  dries.''  This  peremptory  division  of  the  year  has  doubt- 
less led  many  erroneously  to  suppose  that  in  this  country  we  are  called 
to  endure  six  months  of  uninterrupted  rain,  and  six  months  of  hot  and 
dry  weather  in  every  year,  but  so  far  is  this  impression  erroneous  that  in 
almost  every  month  in  the  year  there  falls  here  some  rain,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  are  allowed  some  pleasant  da^'s  in  every  month 
in  the  year. 

Liberia,  in  common  with  all  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  claims  the 
foreigner  from  the  temperate  zone  as  a  proper  subject  for  that  singularly 
treacherous  disease,  ^'African  fever."  This  fever  is  the  great  barrier  to 
the  native  of  the  temperate  zone.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  phys- 
ical system  of  every  individual  who  removes  from  a  temperate  into  a 
tropical  climate  must  undergo  a  change.  In  this  climate  the  life  of  such 
persons  depends  by  far  more  upon  the  organic  or  constitutional  peculi- 
arities of  the  individual,  the  previous  habits,  and  lingering  or  chronic 
diseases — the  condition  with  reference  to  comfort  or  discomfort  in  the 
country,  and  especially  upon  the  state  of  the  mind,  in  regard  to  calm- 
ness or  irritability,  contentment  or  dissatisfaction,  than  upon  any  pre- 
scribed form  or  method  of  medical  treatment.  From  what  I  have  ex- 
perienced and  been  able  to  learn,  I  feel  convinced  that  nearly  40  per 
cent,  of  those  entering  this  climate  under  the  above  circumstances, 
from  some  one  or  other,  or  possibly  from  several  of  the  above  causes, 
or  from  a  combination  of  the  whole,  die  during  the  process  of  acclima- 
tion, from  three  months  to  thirty-six  months.  The  African  fever  is  re- 
markably varied  in  its  several  forms  of  appearance  or  attack,  and  nU 
terly  baffles  successful  description  during  this  the  period  of  its  average 
existence.  Its  outlines  may  be  in  some  cases  pronounced  an  intermit- 
tent, iu  others  a  remittent  form.  In  addition*  to  the  usual  coast  or  Af- 
rican fever,  one  will  occasionally  meet  with  cases  resembling  other  kinds 
of  fevers,  which  are  usually  described  in  medical  books ;  but  these  are 
generally  not  sufficiently  marked  to  justify  distinctive  arrangement. 
Rheumatism,  both  acute  and  chronic,  occasionally  occurs,  but  never  very 
violent.  Dropsical  affections  are  quite  frequent,  especially  dropsy  of 
the  cellular  membrane  beneath  the  skin.  Dropsy  of  the  abdomen  some- 
times occurs,  in  consequence  of  enlargement  of  the  liver  or  spleen  aft^n* 
severe  or  protracted  attneks  of  iever.  jigitized  by  GoOqIc 


LIltKKIA.  .'J33 

The  natives  are  frequently  troubled  with  diseases  of  the  skiu  known 
as  "  craw  craw,"  "  yaw,-'  and  sometimes  leprosy.  Cleanliness  of  habit 
is  regarded  as  a  preventive  of  disease  of  the  skin.  White  persons 
are  thought  to  be  more  subject  to  ulcerous,  as  well  as  to  most  other  dis- 
eases of  the  climate,  than  black  persons. 

Some  other  diseases  common  to  most  countries  are  occasionally  met 
in  Liberia,  but  the  variety  is  smaller  than  in  the  United  States,  and, 
except  in  chronic  cases,  or  much  weakened  organisms,  convalescence  in 
cases  of  attack  by  such  diseases  seems  much  more  rapid.  The  weather 
in  this  climate  never  reaches  very  great  heat.  The  average  extreme  ther- 
raometrical  state  is  generally  set  down  at  Gj^  and  90o ;  the  average 
height  of  the  mercury  during  the  rainy  season  about  70^,  and  during  the 
dry  season  about  84^;  mean  temperature  for  the  year  at  about  80°. 

In  regard  to  comparative  healthiness  of  the  two  seasons,  the  rainy 
vseason  is  thought  most  conducive  to  health. 

This  is  a  short  synopsis  of  the  climate  and  natural  capacities  of  that 
imrt  of  the  West  African  coast  chosen  by  expatriated  Americans  for 
the  purpose  of  planting  upon  these  shores  of  Fatherland  the  banner  of 
uutrararaeled  manhood,  and  of  spreading  among  their  still  benighted 
brethren  the  softening  influences  of  Christian  light  and  love. 

rdeem  it  unnecessary  to  say  to  the  Department  that  there  can  be  no 
radiating  force  so  potent  in  the  civilizing  and  Christianizing  Africa  as 
a  Christian  commonwealth,  a  religious  negro  nationality,  under  the 
auspicious  control  of  democratic  institutions  of  government. 

Whatever  may  be  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  the  republic  of 
Liberia,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Liberia  has  been  signally  instrumental 
in  assisting  to  create  upon  this  coast  what  is  destined  soon  to  be  the 
l)ermanent  confluence  of  Christian  civilization  and  heathenish  super- 
stition. It  is  now  one-half  century  since,  aided  by  Christian  philan- 
tliropy,  those  forming  the  germ  of  what  is  now  the  republic  of  Liberia 
i*ested  their  traveled  feet  upon  this  territory^  and  about  two  and  a  half 
decades  since,  forced  by  increased  responsibilities  and  growing  interests, 
Liberia  emerged  from  the  colonial  crucible  into  the  more  healthful 
atmosphere  of  national  independence.  From  the  beginning  the  people  of 
Liberia  zealously  gave  themselves  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of 
their  mission.  They  not  only  planted  the  asylum  they  sought  to  found, 
but  essentially  aided  in  the  efiectual  suppression  of  the  slave-trade 
along  their  coast,  and  proved  auxiliary  to  the  propagation  of  Christian 
truth  among  the  aborigines  within  ^heir  territory.  They  have  framed 
the  outline  of  a  system  by  which  to  govern  themselves. 

In  the  four  counties  of  Liberia  there  are  in  embryo  thirteen  towns 
or  villages,  several  of  which  (especially  the  capital)  are  incorporated 
and  enjoy  municipal  laws. 

The  republic  of  Liberia  is  now  in  treaty  relations  with  the  govern- 
ments of  England,  France,  North  German  Union,  Holland,  Hayti, 
Portugal,  Austria,  Italy,  Denmark,  and  the  United  States.  Liberia 
usually  keeps  diplomatic  and  consular  representatives  near  the  govern- 
ments of  Great  Britain,  France,  Holland,  Belgium,  Spain,  Hamburg, 
Hayti,  and  the  United  States,  and  is  at  this  time  honored  with  diplo- 
matic or  consular  representatives  from  the  governments  of  Hayti,  North 
German  Union,  and  the  United  States. 

The  political  parties  of  Liberia  are  at  present  classed  under  two  heads, 
to  wit :  Those  opposed  to  the  erasure  by  amendment  of  that  provision 
in  the  constitution  excluding  white  persons  from  citizenship,  and  from  ac- 
quiring ownership  of  real  estate  in  Liberia,  and  who  favor  the  relief  of  the 
nation's  financial  embarrassments  by  means  of  foreign  loan.    This  class 
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or  party  euniposed  the  principal  supporters  of  the  hite  atlministration. 
Their  opponents  favor  the  removal  or  erasure  by  amendment  of  the  abov4' 
restrictions  from  the  constitution,  but  are  opposed  to  all  foreign  loans, 
and  propose  to  relieve  financial  embarrassments  ^3y  general  removal  of 
restrictions  from  ports  of  entry  as  well  as  from  the  organic  system  ot 
the  nation.  By  such  a  course  they  hope  to  induce  the  voluntary  entrance 
of  foreign  capital  into  the  country,  the  presence  of  which  they  argue 
would  encourage  commerce  and  give  impetus  and  ultimate  relief  to  the 
finance  of  the  Oovernment. 

The  latter  party  forms  the  principal  sui>porters  of  the  present  ad; 
ministration. 

These  issues,  however,  were  not  more  than  ostensibly  apparent  in  the 
campaign  from  which  the  recent  political  disturbances  took  origin.  The 
immediate  cause  of  those  disturbances  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  friends  of  the  late  administration  held  the  constitution  amended  so 
as  to  extend  the  existence  of  said  late  administration  to  four  instead  of 
two  years.  Upon  the  other  hand,  the  supporters  of  the  present  admin- 
istration pronounced  such  views  unconstitutional,  and  the  attempt  to 
enforce  them  treasonable;  hence  the  late  impeachment  and  other  trials, 
as  described  by  me  in  former  dispatches.  , 

In  larger  and  more  mature  governments  the  recent  ditticulties  expe 
rienced  in  Liberia  would  have  had*  little  or  no  palpable  effect  upon 
channels  of  industry  or  the  usual  quietude  of  citizens,  but  in  all  small 
and  immature  governments,  especially  those  whose  organisms  are 
democratic,  the  conscious  individual  and  collective  sovereignty  of  the 
citizen  brings  them  into  such  close  intimacy  that  they  not  only  assume 
a  domestic  appearance,  but  might  frequently  be  classed  as  national 
families. 

Liberia  has  not  proved  an  exception  to  this  general  rule.  Already 
might  be  noticed  the  positive  want  of  social  confidence  that,  i.f  en- 
couraged, would  have  led  to  the  disintegration  of  society  itself.  The 
apprehension  of  those  engaged  in  the  several  business  and  professional 
pursuits  was  plainly  noticeable.  Some  declared  their  intention  to  quit 
the  country ;  others  have  gone.  In  the  palmiest  days  the  condition  of 
the  laborer  in  this  country  does  not  seem  to  me  an  enviable  one.  Male 
labor,  for  natives,  rates  from  $2  to  $4  per  month,  and  for  the  ex[)atTi 
ated  Americans,  from  $4  to  $10  per  month. 

Labor  is  seldom  paid  for  in  money,  but  in  trade  goods,  such  as  tol)ae<*i), 
salt,  fish,  &c. 

1  may  add,  dr^ -goods,  or  any  article  of  ordinary  necessity,  is  procur 
able  for  labor.  Thus  during  the  effect  of  these  troubles  the  sufferings 
of  the  laborer  will  be  keenly  perceptible.  I  regret  to  say  that  at  no 
period  of  Liberi.Vs  history  does  agriculture  seem  to  have  been  extensively 
engaged  in.  This  is  especially  true,  notwithstanding  the  great  agricul- 
tural resources  of  the  country,  and  the  unfailing  remuneration  of  this 
evil,  together  with  the  fact  that  Liberia  has  unquestionable  facilities 
for  and  aspires  zealously  to  be  a  commercial  nation. 

Those  having  any  comparative  competency  in  this  country  have 
piincipally  all  acquired  the  same  by  pursuing  the  course  of  the  tirst  set- 
tlers, who,  in  their  early  day,  for  many  reasons,  found  it  necessary  to 
gain  a  livelihood  by  engaging  in  barter  between  the  native  African  and 
the  foreign  trader.  Their  posterity  seem  not  to  realize  the  fact  that 
more  have  sunk  from  view  in  thus  attempting  to  follow  in  the  wake  of 
their  commercial  predecessors  than  have  risen  to  aftlntMKu;.  «»r  ovei* 
comfortable  financial  comi)et^»ney.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 
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Ajfiiculturc  was  much  neglected,  and  the  effect  of  such  ne^^lect  is  be- 
ginning to  be  felt  la  the  increase  of  the  price  of  the  cassada,  (the  potato 
of  this  country,)  the  scarcity  of  which  has  caused  an  advance  of  50  x)er 
cent.    Rice,  a  principal  domestic  staple,  is  also  very  scarce. 

The  linancial  policy  of  Liberia  seems  for  many  years  to  have  been 
signally  unfortunate.  The  government  has  no  coin  medium  of  circula- 
tion, save  the  ordinary  copper  cent.  It  has  therefore  been  deemed 
necessary  in  emergencies  to  place  in  circulation  a  currency  which  the 
government  promised  to  redeem  with  gold.  Those  issues  have  long 
since  reached  a  sum  beyond  the  government's  capacity  to  redeem. 
President  Roberts  in  his  "inaugural  address'^  complained  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  government  had  been  much  greater  than  its  income,. 
and,  during  a  conversation  held  not  long  since,  the  President  informed 
me  that  the  government  of  Liberia  would  be  able  to  realize  scarcely 
i:30,000  of  the  recent  loan. 

The  President  appeared  deeply  impressed  that  the  government  of 
Liberia  had  been  deeply  wronged  by  thovse  having  had  charge  of  matters 
pertaining  to  the  negotiation  of  said  loan. 

We  must  look  for  the  underlying  cause  of  many  of  these  adverse  sur- 
roundings to  the  sad  fact  that  the  meager  attention  given  to  educational 
interests  is  decidedly  inadequate  to  the  demand  of  this  people's  abso- 
lute necessities. 

We  must  infer  from  the  existence  of  unexecuted  statutory  laws  that 
this  neglect  of  educational  interests  is  caused  by  want  of  public  funds 
with  which  to  procure  adequate  facilities,  rather  than  by  absolute  dis- 
interestedness. 

The  schools  of  Liberia,  and  the  churclies  also,  are  almost  if  not  alto- 
gether supported  by  foreign  philanthropists.  There  is  in  this  country, 
situated  at  Monrovia,  one  college  in  which  the  ordinary  courses  of  modern 
and  classic  studies  are  taught.  This  enterprise  was  begun,  established, 
and,  during  its  entire  existence,  supported  by  the  energy  and  money  of 
certain  generous  individuals  and  philanthropic  associations  in  the  United 
Htates,  and  was  on  the  2;5d  day  of  January,  A.  D.  18G2,  intrusted  to 
the  sole  immediate  mahagement  and  direction  of  eminent  and  scholarly 
citizens  of  Liberia,  as  officers  and  professors  thereof.  There  is  a  pri- 
mary or  preparatory  de[)artment  attached  to  this  college,  of  which  I  know 
but  little. 

The  college  course  consists  of  four  years;  the  building  is  of  brick 
material,  and  contains,  inclusive  of  library  and  professors'  rooms,  thirty - 
one  rooms,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating  as  lodgers  twenty  two  col- 
lege students. 

The  senior  professor  informs  me  that  there  shouhl  be,  besides  these 
twenty-two  lodging  students,  one  hundred  student  members  of  the  college 
department  with  lodgings  outside  of  the  building.  There  are  at  present 
but  ten  members  of  the  college  department,  to  wit:  one  senior,  two 
sophomore,  two  junior,  and  live  freshmen  students.  In  the  ten 
years  of  its  life,  I  am  informed  that  the  college  has  gradua- 
ted six  persona  out  of  some  about  forty  members,  more  or  .  less. 
This  much  has  been  accomplished  at  cost,  for  the  first  nine  years,  of 
j844,100  for  teachers  and  president  of  school,  during  which  period,  my 
informant  stated,  the  sum  total  of  professors'  salaries  was  5«I,90O  per 
annum,  two  hundred  of  which  was  appropriated  annually  to  preparatory 
department,  the  balance  to  the  college.  This  year's  salary  for  professors 
is  $1,(MU)  less.  Also  one  professor  less.  (The  $4,1MM)  mentioned  above 
is  inclusive  of  salary  for  pr(\sident  of  school.)      IVincipaHjc  all    tJie 
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schools  ill  the  country  are  depeiulent  on  the  generosity  ot*  Christian  mis- 
sions abroad. 

All  the  primary  schools  that  I  have  been  privileged  to  meet  are  sadly 
deficient  in  the  requisites  of  a  successful,  or  would  be  successful  school. 

While  the  children  of  the  aborigines  are  brought  into  the  communi- 
ties under  a  law  providing  for  their  being  received  as  apprentices,  they 
are  seldom  sent  to  the  schools,  butchiefly  confined  to  the  domestic  chores 
and  the  general  condition  of  menials.  I  do  not  remember  having  met 
one  dozen  exceptions  to  the  latter  rule. 

Having,  in  the  preceding  portions  of  this  dispatch^  entered  largely 
into  detailed  statements,  it  shall  be  the  endeavor  to  avoid  tedium  in 
referring  to  the 

FUTURE   PROSPECTS   OF   LIRERIA. 

Upon  the  threshold  we  encounter  the  necessity  of  "judging  the  future 
by  the  experiences  of  the  past.''  Although  crowded  with  mishaps  and 
numerous  discouraging  occurrences,  the  past  supplies  reasons  for  hope 
that  we  may  yet  behold  the  agricultural  resources  of  Liberia  pLacing  her 
iu  the  prosperous  enjoyment  of  legitimate  commerce,  and  those  brilliants, 
science,religion,  and  reason,  dispelling  the  thick  gloom  which  now  retards 
the  nation's  development.  In  attempting  to  determine  Liberia's  future 
none  will  deny  the  legitimacy  of  comparison  with  the  experiences  of 
other  nations  similarly  situated ;  but  we  find  in  all  history  no  instance 
with  which  to  compare  Liberia.  We  cannot  approach  the  colonial  settle- 
ments of  the  United  States ;  the  contrast  between  the  materials  with 
which  the  colonies  of  the  two  countries  were  peopled,  strong  enough 
to  exclude  all  reasonable  comparison.  Seven  centuries  of  civilization 
had  found  a  culminating  point  in  the  fathers  of  the  American  Republic. 

Those  men  who  first  settled  the  Liberian  colony  were  an  extract  from 
centuries  of  barbarism,  and  from  other  centuries  of  thralldom.  The 
one  had  succeeded  in  reducing  the  science  of  government  to  the  great- 
est utility  to  man.  The  other,  aside  from  a  deep-seated  love  for  liberty, 
brought  to  the  work  nothing  but  a  degraded  manhood  and  a  wealth  of 
illiterate  inexperience.  Between  the  two  there  is  no  possible  compari- 
son. We  are  therefore  forced  to  look  within  Liberia  for  the  causes  both 
of  her  misfortunes  and  the  prospects  of  her  future.  We  find  in  her, 
as  in  all  other  cases,  "  the  primal  causes  shine  aloft  like  the  stars ; "  de- 
pressed intellect  has,  to  a  great  extent,  relieved  her  individuals  of  manly 
self-reliance.  Whether  a  misfortune  or  a  fault,  this  is  still  a  fact.  I 
think  there  is  no  record  showing  that  any  people  have,  of  their  own 
effort  and  without  auxiliary  influence,  climbed  from  barbarism  to  civi- 
lization ;  but  in  every  case  the  rays  of  light  have  been  contributed  from 
without.  Caesar's  army  contained  a  general  contribution  of  the  col- 
lected civilizing  influence  of  the  several  nations,  and  his  impetuous  dash 
across  the  Rubicon  gave  to  Western  Europe  the  germ  of  what  has  since 
become  modern  civilization.  Kone  would  deprive  Liberia  of  beneficent 
and  necessary  aid  from  without,  but  all  would  have  that  aid  so  applied 
as  to  enlighten  the  undebased  manhood  of  the  aborigine  and  develop 
the  latent  energies  of  the  civilized  Liberian. 

Past  experience  shows  Liberia's  need  to  be  men,  education,  and  wealth ; 
these  alone  can  give  her  sound  policy  and  successful  government. 

To  the  attainment  of  these  requisites  the  devoted  energies  and  money 
of  American  philanthropists  have  been  for  fifty  years  employed.  What 
they  have  accomplished  we  have  seen.  Their  immediate  policy  has 
been  to  emigrate   exiled   Africans  to  Liberia.     Now  that^  such  |sijjrra.l 
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changes  bave  occurred  in  tlie  United  States  with  reference  to  the  con- 
dition of  this  class  of  persons  the  wisdom  of  continuing  such  a  policj- 
is  thought  by  many  at  least  to  be  questionable.  While  none  would  dis- 
courage such  a  desire  to  leave  the  United  States  for  Liberia,  all  must 
concede  that  the  number  who  desire  to  leave  is  comparatively  small, 
and  of  a  class  whose  degraded  manhood  and  absolute  dependence  but 
ill  adapts  them  to  the  wants  of  the  primary  economy  of  a  young  and 
aspiring  d^nocratic  goverment.  Many  of  those  who  come  here  are  lured 
by  impossible  hopes,  and  possess  disposition  rather  to  acquire  affluence 
and  ease  than  to  realize  successful  empire.  Of  an  emigration  that 
arrived  in  December,  1871,  numbering  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
persons,  forty-five  or  fifty  persons  have  died  of  fever,  many  are  accli- 
mating, thirty-five  or  forty  are  intending  to  return,  the  remainder  are 
quite  despondent,  and  those  who  remain  here  will  be  little  else  than  a 
burden  to  the  country.  I  thinkit  quite  certain  that  the  future  success  of 
Liberia  depends  greatly  more  than  on  any  other  thing  upon  the  amount 
of  immediate,  close,  and  practical  attention  given  by  generous  philan- 
thropists to  the  indigenous  aborignes,  whose  wholly  uuperverted  man- 
liness has  never  been  degraded  by  unfavorable  contrast,  whose  faith  in 
himself  and  his  race  is  not  weakened  by  dependence. 

It  is  evident  here,  as  elsewhere,  that  the  beginning  of  civilization 
must  be  brought  from  foreign  countries;  but  the  superstructure  must 
be  erected  of  indigenous  material.  The  completion  of  the  work  belongs 
to  the  indigenous  inhabitant  himself. 

If  future  prosperity  would  be  secured  to  this  land,  its  friends  at  home 
and  abroad  should  apply  their  efforts  to  the  improvement  of  and  incor- 
poration into  this  state  the  aborigines,  rather  than  to  indiscriminate  acces- 
sions from  abroad. 

Thus  they  would  establish  a  confidence  with  surrounding  tribes  that 
would  develop  an  interior  commerce,  stretching  to  the  gold-mines  and 
Arabic  scholarship  of  the  Mandingo  tribe  of  Mohammedan  Africans,  who 
should,  by  all  means,  be  incorporated  into  the  Liberian  State.  They  now 
reside  upon  Liberian  territory. 

The  policy  of  educating  in  foreign  lands  the  aborigine  children  has 
been  successfully  adopted  by  European  philanthropists. 

In  the  cases  of  Sierra  Leone,  Lagos,  and  other  successful  colonies, 
this  policy  has  proved  eminently  successful ;  the  young  natives  return, 
and  in  their  turn  become  teachers  and  missionaries;  thus  many  thousands 
have  -been  fully  civilized. 

In  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy  lies  Liberia's  most  direct  route  to 
developed  nationality ;  her  grandest  prospects  for  the  future.  What- 
ever may  be  the  future  policy  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  this  fact  is  self- 
evident  :  God's  economy  wastes  nothing. 

Situation,  climate,  products,  soil,  and  numerous  peculiarities  both  of  the 
I)eople  and  the  country,  conspire  to  evidence  that  He  manifestly  not 
only  intends  the  evangelization  of  Africa  to  be  effected  contemporane- 
ous with  her  civilization,  but  that  the  '*  man  of  these  tropics  must  elevate 
the  man  of  these  tropics," 
I  have  &c., 

J.  MILTOX  TURNER. 
22  FR 
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No.  259. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  454.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  October  8. 1871.  (Received  October  25.) 
Sir:  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch,  No.  450,  concerning  cattle-stealing  on 
the  northern  frontier,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  translation  of  a  note 
from  Mr.  Mariscal,  dated  the  2d  instant,  (A,)  in  which  he  informs  me 
that  the  Mexican  government  is  animated  by  a  most  earnest  desire  to 
prevent  further  complaints  upon  this  subject,  and  to  that  end  has  ap- 
pointed a  new  military  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  namely. 
General  Florentino  Carrillo,  to  whom  proper  instructions  have  been 
given  through  the  war  department  for  the  object  mentioned,  in  addition 
to  other  still  more  efficacious  measures  that  will  be  taken  as  soon  as 
the  present  transitory  political  disturbances  on  that  frontier  shall  permit. 
I  also  inclose  a  translation  of  another  note  from  Mr.  Mariscal,  dated 
the  6th  instant,  (B,)  in  which  he  incloses,  as  a  confirmation  of  his  previous 
assurances,  a  note  from  the  war  department  of  the  3d  instant,  (C,)  an- 
nouncing that  the  orders  above  referred  to  have  already  been  sent  to 
General  Carrillo. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


I  Inclosnre  A. — Translation.] 

Mr.  Mariecal  to  Mr.  Nelson, 

Department  of  Foreigx  Affairs, 

Mexico,  October  2,  1871. 

Sir  :  In  my  note  of  the  22d  of  September  last,  I  offered  to  reply  at  a  later  date  to 
your  excellency's  note  of  the  previous  day  in  regard  to  cattle-stealing  on  the  northern 
frontier.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  this  government  is  animated  by 
the  most  earnes*t  desire  to  prevent  future  repetitions  of  similar  complaints. 

It  has  appointed  a  new  commander  of  the  military  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  namely, 
General  Florentino  Carrillo,  to  whom  proper  instructions  have  been  given  thrortgh  the 
war  department  for  the  object  mentioned ;  in  addition  to  other  measures,  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  still  more  efficacious  as  soon  as  the  present  transitory  political  situation 
of  the  frontier  shall  permit. 

This  government  hopes  that  the  results  of  the  measures  alluded  to  will  be  to  com- 
pletely re-establish  security  and  mutual  confidence  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontier,  so  that  their  relations  may  be  as  friendly  and  pacific  as  those  maintained 
between  their  respective  governments  fortunately  are. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  very  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 


[Inclosnre  B.—Translation.l 

Mr,  Mariscal  to  Mr.  Nelson, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  October  6,  1871. 
s5iR :  Referring  to  my  note  of  the  2d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  your  excel- 
lency the  inclosed  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  war  department  in  reply  to  that 
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which  I  addressed  under  the  same  date  to  that  departmeDt,  annoancing  that  I  had 
coiumuDioated  to  your  excellency  the  appointment  of  a  new  military  commander  of  the 
line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  so  that  he  might  issue  the  proper  instractions  in  order  to  avoid 
the  complaints  that  are  now  made  concerning  cattle-stealing  on  the  frontier. 
I  am,  &c,, 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 


[Inclosore  C. — Translation.] 

Mr.  Mejia  to  Mr.  NeUan. 

War  Department, 

Mexico  f  October  3, 1871. 
CmzRN-MiNiSTER  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS:  In  reply  to  your  communication  dated 
yesterday,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  transmit  that  which  you  addressed  the  same 
day  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America,  announcing  the  appointment 
of  a  new  military  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  the  person  of  the  Citi- 
zen-General Florentine  Carrillo,  and  the  instructions  to  he  given  to  the  said  commander 
in  order  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  harmony  hetween  the  citizens  of  hoth  frontiers, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  proper  orders  have  already  heen  given  in  the  sense  indi- 
cated in  your  note. 
Independence  and  liberty  ! 

MEJIA. 


No.  260. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  458.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  October  9, 1872.    (Received  October  25.) 

Sir  :  At  the  date  of  my  last  genetal  dispatch,  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
the  only  well-authenticated  revolutionary  movement  known  to  me  was  that 
of  Generals  Marquez  and  Parra,  in  Sinaloa,  which  I  predicted  would  be 
readily  suppressed,  untess  seconded  elsewhere.  The  principal  force  of  these 
generals  was,  in  fact,  routed  on  the  21st  ultimo,  near  Guliacan,  but  be- 
fore the  news  reached  this  city  other  more  formidable  outbreaks  had 
nearly  caused  that  movement  to  be  tbrgotten.  During  the  last  days  of 
September,  General  Geronimo  Trevino,  governor  of  Nuevo  Leon,  who 
was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  chieftains  of  the  war  against  the  em- 
pire, and  who  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  a  firm  supporter  of  the 
existing  government,  'pronounced  against  President  Juarez,  in  his  capi- 
tal, Monterey,  previously  cutting  off  telegraphic  communication  with 
Mexico,  so  as  to  gain  as  many  days  as  possible  in  preparations  for  the 
conflict.  News  of  the  fact,  however,  reached  this  city  almost  imme- 
diately, by  way  of  Saltillo,  against  which  city  Trevino  marched  very 
shortly. 

We  are  still  in  ignorance  of  the  antecedents  and  details  of  this  in- 
surrection, although  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  insurgents  have 
proclaimed  Porfirio  I  )iaz  as  president,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  step  was  taken  in  pursuance  of  an  understanding  with  General 
Diaz,  and  with  his  partisans,  in  other  States,  where  the  revolt  has  been 
or  will  be  seconded.  Before  the  pronunciamiento  of  Trevino,  General 
Pedro  Martinez,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  abortive  insurrection  of  last 
year,  had  been  gathering  partisans  on  the  frontier  of  San  Luis  and 
Nuevo  Leon,  and  had  also  pronounced  for  Diaz  at  Galeana,  in  the  latter  ^ 
State.  He  has  since  invaded  Coahuila,  probably  in  combination  with 
Trevino,  and  both  forces  were,  at  latest  advices,  threatening  from  dif- 
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ferent  directions  the  capital  of  that  State.  Governor  Zepeda  telegraphs 
from  Saltillo  that  he  will  be  able  to  hold  out  until  the  amval  of  federal 
troops,  but  as  General  Floreutino  Carrillo,  the  new  commander  of  the 
line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  who  has  marched  from  San  Luis  for  Saltillo,  has 
but  a  single  battalion  with  him,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  he  can  ren- 
der any  efficient  aid.  Indeed,  it  has  been  rumored  for  two  or  three 
days  past  that  Carrillo  was  defeated  by  Trevino  on  the  3d  instant.  It 
is  very  probable  that  the  movement  of  Trevino  will  spread  into  the 
States  of  Tamaulipas,  San  Luis,  Zacatecas,  and  Duraugo,  and,  unless 
speedily  suppressed,  will  finally  extend  to  the  populous  States  of  the 
center. 

On  Sunday,  the  1st  instant,  at  about  3  p.  m.,  a  formidable  insurrection 
broke  out  in  this  city,  which,  were  it  not  for  the  unexampled  energy 
with  which  it  was  overcome  the  same  night,  would  speedily  have  pro- 
duced incalculable  evils.  The  secret  history  of  the  movement  is  still 
unknown,  but  it  is  universally  believed  that  its  real  head  was  the  well- 
known  revolutionist.  General  Miguel  Negrete.  The  movement  com- 
menced by  the  defection  of  a  part  of  a  battalion  of  gens  cParmeSj  which, 
after  assassinating  its  colonel,  took  possession  of  the  citadel,  a  vast 
fortress  containing  the  principal  government  deposits  of  ammunition 
and  war  material.  It  was  occupied  at  the  time  by  a  handful  of  artillery- 
men, who,  having  declined  to  take  part  in  the  revolt,  were  shut  up  in 
the  magazine  during  the  ensuing  battle. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  government  had  taken  its  first  measures,  appointing 
General  Sostenes  Bocha  to  command  the  attack,  and  placing  its  forces 
so  as  to  surround  the  citadel.  About  the  same  time  the  insurgents  had 
taken  the  Belen  prison,  near  the  citadel,  and  had  added  eight  hundred 
convicts  to  their  forces. 

The  attack  was  made  at  11  o'clock  the  same  night,  after  an  incessant 
fire  of  two  or  three  hours;  the  artillery  of  the  citadel  causing  fearful 
ravages,  while  the  federal  forces  feared  to  use  that  arm,  lest  they  should 
blow  up  the  powder-magazine,  and  thereby  inevitably  destroy  much  of 
the  city.  The  battle  was  bloody,  to  a  degree  almost  unexampled  in  the 
annals  of  Mexican  revolutions,  but  the  citadel  was  taken  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  at  the  stroke  of  midnight,  and  the  pealing  bells  immedi- 
ately made  known  to  the  terrified  city  its  escape  from  the  threatened 
ravages  of  the  desperadoes.  Current  rumors  affirm  that  large  numbers 
of  the  prisoners  were  summarily  executed  after  the  victory,  but  the 
official  report  of  General  Rocha,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  and  transla- 
tion, (A  and  B,)  referring  to  it  for  further  particulars,  only  admits  the 
execution' of  four  officers,  which  he  represents  to  have  been  imperatively 
necessary.  Moreover,  mopt  of  the  officers  at  first  reported  to  have  been 
shot  are  now  known  to  be  alive. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  insurrection,  who  are  supposed  to  have 
been  Generals  Negrete,  Toledo,  Cosio,  Pontones,  and  Chavarria,  with 
Colonel  Edmund  Mayer,  escaped  before  the  final  assault,  and  took  refuge 
in  the  mountains  surrounding  this  valley.  Some  of  them,  however,  are 
believed  to  be  now  secreted  in  this  city  awaiting  a  favorable  moment  for 
another  outbreak. 

General  Aureliano  Rivera,  at  the  moment  of  the  insurrection  at  the 
citadel,  appeared  at  the  suburb  called  Tacuba,  with  a  few  followers,  and 
induced  the  force  stationed  there  to  join  the  revolt.  The  governor  of  the 
federal  district.  Colonel  Castro,  went  in  his  pursuit,  and  was  killed  in 
the  encounter.  At  this  time  I  was  outside  the  city,  and  returned  by 
way  of  Tacuba,  through  the  midst  of  the  insurgents.  I  was  not  harmed, 
but  a  portion  of  my  party  was  robbed.    About  the  same  time  thesecre- 
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tary  of  this  legation,  who  was  also  outside  the  city  m  company  with 
Minister  Romero  and  his  family,  had  a  narrow  escape  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  same  party  of  insurgents.  The  number  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  is  believed  to  have  been  above  one  thousand,  the  greater 
portion  being  those  of  the  government  forces.  It  is  believed  that  the 
movement  had  been  arranged  for  a  later  date,  counting  upon  the  defec- 
tion of  other  federal  forces,  but  that  the  news  from  Monterey  caused  it 
to  be  precipitated,  and  thereby,  perhaps,  prevented  its  success.  It  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  insurgents  had  certain  understandings  with 
other  regiments,  otherwise  it  is  incompreheuvsible  that  they  should  have 
shut  themselves  within  a  fortress,  absolutely  without  provisions.  But 
the  conduct  of  the  attacking  force  was  exemplary  ;■  there  was  scarcely  a 
desertion  or  an  instance  of  vacillation.  The  calmness  of  the  citizens  and 
the  good  order  which  prevailed  was  surprising,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  city  has  not  witnessed  a  scene  of  the  kind  for  nearly  fifteen 
years. 

On  the  day  preceding  this  revolt,  three  of  the  newspaper  organs  of 
the  Diaz  party  disappeared,  and  the  only  remaining  one,  the  Ferro- 
Carril,  published  a  long  editorial  upon  the  situation  of  the  country, 
which  was  justly  regarded  as  an  appeal  to  the  laboring  classes  against 
the  rich.  The  symptoms  of  a  socialist  revolt  are  rife  in  Mexico,  and 
the  contest  now  beginning  will  undoubtedly  be  aifected  to  some  degree 
by  this  element  of  discord.  During  the  past  week  it  has  become  known 
that  a  noted  Indian  chieftain,  named  Juan  Francisco,  has  pronounced 
in  the  Sierra,  or  mountainous  district,  to  the  north  of  Pueblo.  It  is 
also  known  that  Mr.  Justo  Benitez,  the  confidential  adviser  of  General 
Diaz,  ha«  disappeared  from  this  city  and  has  arrived  at  Oaxaca,  where 
that  general  resides.  It  is  considered  certain  by  leading  members  ot 
tlie  government  that  Diaz  will  shortly  pronounce^  if,  indeed,  he  has  not 
done  so  already,  a  supposition  which  the  sudden  interruption  of  tele- 
graphic communication  with  Oaxaca,  thre^  days  since,  goes  far  to  con- 
firm; as  also  the  departure  from  this  city  of  General  Alatorre,  com- 
manding the  second  division,  with  headquarters  at  Orizaba.  Fears  are 
entertained  that  the  rebellion  of  Dias  will  be  seconded  in  Vera  Cruz, 
which  state  gave  him  a  large  majority  in  the  lat«  presidential  election. 
Mr.  Lerdo,  late  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  called  on  me  to-day  and  ex- 
pressed his  fears  of  a  severe  and  destructive  civil  war,  of  doubtful 
result.  I  must  add  that  the  prospects  of  the  government  have  never 
appeared  to  me  so  dark  as  at  this  moment. 

Since  writing  the  first  portion  of  this  dispatch,  the  government  has 
received  telegraphic  information  that  General  Carrillo  succeeded  in  en- 
tering Saltillo  on  the  6th  instant,  after  a  battle  of  two  days  with  the 
forces  of  Pedro  Martinez,  in  which  that  chieftain  was  wounded. 

On  the  2d  instant,  along  with  the  Spanish  minister  and  the  members  of 
our  respective  legations,  I  called  upon  President  Juarez  to  tender  him 
my  congratulations  upon  the  prompt  and  energetic  restoration  of  order 
on  the  preceding  day,  after  which  we  visited  the  citadel  and  the  other 
principal  scenes  of  the  conflict,  under  the  guidance  of  two  of  the  presi- 
dent's aids. 

On  the  same  day  the  president  solicited  from  congress  a  grant  of 
ample  faculties — i.  c,  a  virtual  dictatorship  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
or  until  the  complete  restoration  of  order.  The  request  ha«  been 
violently  opposed,  and  is  still  pending,  but  will  probably  be  passed. 

Congress  has  declared  that  the  electoral  votes  for  president  of  the 
republic  were  as  follows :  ^  i 
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Juarez 5,837 

Diaz 3,555 

Lerdo 1 2,874 

Scatteriog % 

Total 12,365 

And  that  there  having  been  no  election  by  the  people,  it  will  proceed 
to  choose  between  Juarez  and  Diaz.  The  definitive  election  will  proba- 
bly take  place  within  a  few  days,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  choice  of 
Mr.  Juarez. 

Through  the  death  of  Colonel  Castro,  the  president  has  appointed  Mr. 
Tiburcio  Montiel  governor  of  the  federal  district. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inolosare. — Translatioii.] 
REPORT  OF  GENERAL  ROOHA  OF  THE  STORMING  OF  THE  CITADEL. 

Column  of  operations  agaimt  the  citadel,  General-in-Chi^ : 

In  fuliillDieDt  of  your  orders,  I  placed  myself,  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  1st  instant,  at  the 
head  of  an  attacking  column,  composed  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  men  of  the  bat- 
talion of  sappers  and  three  hundred  of  the  first  of  the  line,  and  marched  against  the 
citadel,  then  held  by  the  insurgents. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Acordada,  three  hundred  horse  of  the  municipal  guard  were 
placed  under  my  ordere.  I  immediately  proceeded,  under  the  artillery  and  musketry- 
fire  of  the  citadel,  and  protected  by  that  of  two  companies  of  sappers  and  of  another 
of  the  first  of  the  line,  which  I  placed  in  suitable  positions  to  make  a  reconnaissance, 
very  well  executed  by  General  Bucel,  for  the  establishment  of  my  line  of  attack.  At 
this  time  General  IrYancisco  Loaeza  arrived  with  two  houdred  men  of  the  seventeenth 
battalion,  under  the  orders  of  their  colonel,  Vivancio  Leyoa,  and  a  section  of  field 
artillery.  The  said  general  placed  himself  under  my  orders  with  that  force,  which 
from  this  time  I  denominated  the  corps  of  reserve,  including  its  artillery,  as  my  inten- 
tion was  not  to  make  use  of  this  arm  except  in  an  emergency,  for  fear  that  the  hollow 
projectiles  might  explode  the  immense  stores  of  ammunition  deposited  in  the  citadel. 

I  placed  a  part  of  the  cavalry  brigade  of  the  first  division  under  General  Loera,  in 
the  square  of  the  "  Salto  de  Agua,"  as  a  corps  of  observation  of  the  part  of  the  insur- 
gents who  occcnpied  the  Belen  prison,  and  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  citadel;  the  said 
force  being  supported  by  two  companies  of  the  thirteenth  battalion  of  infantry,  and 
by  another  of  the  twenty-foutth.  Another  cavalry  brigade  of  the  fourth  division, 
commanded  by  the  brave  General  Donald  Guerra,  which  placed  itself  under  my  orders, 
was  placed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cover  Chapultepec  on  the  right,  resting  its  center 
on  the  hacienda  of  La  Teja,  and  its  left  reaching  to  San  Cosme,  so  as  to  cut  off  the 
enemy's  entire  line  of  retreat. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  reconnaissance  was  completed,  and  I  proceeded  to  arrange  my  lines  iu 
the  following  manner :  the  first  line,  being  that  of  attack,  was  extended  along  the 
streets  of  La  Providencia ;  its  right  was  composed  of  the.  battalion  of  sappers  under 
the  onlcrs  of  its  oflBcers,  Colonel  Vincente  Mariscal  and  Lieutenaujt-Colonel  Pablo 
Rocha.  The  center  and  left  were  covered  by  the  first  battalion  of  the  liae,  ^nder 
the  orders  of  Colonel  Pedro  Yepez ;  this  line  remained  under  my  immediate  command, 
and  General  Fernando  Bucel  remained  in  it  constantly,  aiding  me  very  efficiently  and 
valiantly  in  everything.  The  second  line,  being  that  of  reserve,  was  based  upon  the 
edifice  of  the  Acordada,  covering  it-s  flanks  with  the  Hospicio  and  the  Paseo  Nnevo, 
under  the  orders  of  General  Francisco  Loaeza,  and  with  Colonel  Vivancio  Ley  va  as 
second  in  command,  was  formed  of  two  hundred  men  of  battalion  17,  a  section  of  field 
artillery  and  two  hundred  horse  of  the  corps  of  municipal  guard;  from  the  latter  I 
took  a  squadron,  which  I  placed  upon  the  Paseo  Nuevo  to  support  the  right  flank  of  the 
line  of  attack. 

After  the  reconnaissance  I  ordered  ^oatin^-bridges  and  a  raft  to  be  constracted,  in 
order  to  cross  the  wide  ditches  around  the  citadel.  Colonel  Joaquiu  Rivero,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ygnacio  Revultas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manuel  Mariscal  and  the  other 
engineer  officers  worked  with  great  activity  and  intelligence  in  this  operation,  and  in 
widening  the  perforations  for  tne  easier  passage  of  troops. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Revultas  also  served  me  witli  much  serenity  and  bravery  as  aid- 
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de-camp,  aod  accompanied  me  in  the  assault.  The  bridges  and  preliminary  operations 
were  to  be  terminate<l  at  11  o'clock  that  ni^ht.  I  therefore  prepared  to  make  the  assault 
between  midnight  and  1  a.  m.,  but  at  10  o'clock  the  enemy  made  a  blundering  sally  with 
about  300  men  and  a  piece  of  artillery.  This  sally  was  promptly  driven  back  and  the 
cannon  seized  by  a  squad  of  little  more  than  20  men,  which  attacked  them  under  Captain 
Espiridion  Elizondo,  at  my  immediate  orders.  This  movement)  combined  with  the  close 
firing  of  a  squad  from  the  first  of  the  line,  which  I  had  placed  in  ambush,  in  a  convenient 
house,  produced  a  sudden  panic  in  the  enemy,  which  I  improved  to  seize  upou  the  entrance- 
gate,  holding  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  entire  first  line,  which  I  ordered  to  come  as 
quickly  as  possible.  This  circumstance  led  me  to  hasten  the  assault,  as  wo  no  longer 
needed  either  bridges  or  rafts  ;  consequently  the  valiant  General  Poucel  and  myself, 
seconded  by  the  brave  Colonels  Mariscal  and  Yepez,  placing  ourselves  at  the  head  of 
the  sappers  and  the  first  battaliou  of  the  line,  the  several  bauds  playing  and  keeping 
up  the  call  to  **  make  ready  arms,''  assaulted  the  enemy's  position.  At  this  moment  I 
ordered  the  line  of  reserve  to  advance  and  occupy  the  posts  previously  held  by  the  at- 
tacking column.  The  assault  was  energetic ;  the  defense  obstinate  and  prolonged ; 
more  than  seven  hundred  men  and  six  field-cannon  were  firing  upon  us.  After  a  fire 
of  half  an  hour  the  field  was  covered  with  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  attack  neu- 
tralized by  the  defense,  but  without  a  single  soldier  retreating  a  step.  The  moment 
was  a  solemn  one,  but  the  victory  was  mine,  inasmuch  as  the  enemy  had  all  their  force 
in  the  field,  while  I  had  as  yet  made  no  use  of  my  reserve.  I  now  did,  however,  caus- 
ing the  brave  General  Loaeza  to  advance  quickly  with  his  force,  which  promptly 
formed  in  line,  invigorating  the  attack  and  enabling  us  to  gain  a  few  meters  more  of 
ground.  Finally  I  ordered  forwai'd  half  of  battalion  17,  which  had  remained  to  prote<?t 
the  section  of  artillery,  and  also  thesquadron  which  supported  my  right  flank.  This  last 
re-enforcement  decided  the  battle ;  with  a  soldierly  shout  all  our  force  sprang  forward 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to  the  doors  of  the  citadel ;  the  enemy,  who  was  outside, 
fled  in  disorder  in  all  directions ;  the  S(|uadron  of  municipal  guards  bayoneted  many 
of  the  fugitives ;  and  the  infantry  precipitated  itself  within  the  citadel,  where  the  in- 
surants still  defended  themselves.  As  they  fired  upon  us  from  the  roofs  I  detached 
agamst  them  the  valiant  Colonel  Yepez,  "who,  with  a  part  of  his  battalion,  quickly 
occupied  them,  after  a  hand-to-hand  battle  which  terminated  the  engagement,  by  the 
victory  of  the  intrepid  troops  of  the  supreme  government. 

All  the  valiant  officers  and  soldiers  have  performed  their  duty,  for  which  reason  I  do 
not  make  particular  mention  of  any  of  them,  and  will  barely  state  that  Colonels  Leon 
Ugalde  and  Lenar  Chavez,  and  the  citizen  Antonio  Rodrigues,  presented  themselves  at 
4  p.  m.,  and  were  at  my  side  throughout  the  operations. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Yjajnacio  A.  Bravo  and  Captain  Cano  served  as  aids  t,o  General 
Poucel  with  great  intelligence  and  bravery,  &a  well  as  the  captain  of  gensd'armeSf  Joa6 
M.  Garcia,  charged  with  the  detail.  I  ought  also  to  mention  the  members  of  the  medico- 
military  corps,  whose  activity  afforded  prompt  aid  to  the  wounded.  Tbo  enthusiasm 
with  which  some  students  of  the  military  college  who  were  at  large  presented  them- 
selves to  me,  asking  to  be  armed,  was  also  worthy  of  note;  but  I  ordered  them  to  pre- 
sent themselves  at  tne  palace,  not  thinking  it  advisable  that  the  blood  of  these  precious 
young  men  should  be  shed  so  early. 

When  the  enemy's  position  was  occupied,  in  the  manner  already  mentioned,  it  was 
found  that  the  greater  part  of  those  who  had  held  out  to  the  last  were  the  criminals 
of  Belen  prison,  whom  the  insurgents  had  violently  extracted  therefrom  (o  increase 
their  force,  and  who  did  not  cease  to  make  resistance  to  our  forces,  prompted  by  their 
ferocious  instincts. 

Among  the  insurgents  who  most  distinguished  themselves  by  their  obstinacy  were 
three  officers  of  the  corps  of  gens  d^armes  and  the  ex-Lieutenant  Colonel  Echeagaray, 
who  were  those  who  commenced  the  mutiny,  and  whom  I  found  it  necessai\v  to  order 
executed,  because  the  special  circumst-ances  of  the  situation  demanded  it,  and  also  the 
fuli^llment  of  my  duty  as  charged  with  reducing  the  insurgents  to  order,  and  to  avoid 

freater  evils  to  society.    I  inclose  the  various  reports  of  my  subordinates  as  to  the 
illed  and  wounded,  the  ammunition  consumed,  and  the  list  of  prisoners. 
Be  pleased,  citizen-general,  to  congratulate,  in  my  name  and  in  that  of  my  brave 
subalterns,  the  supreme  government  for  this  important  victory. 
Independence  and  liberty !  Mexico,  October  2, 1871. 

S.  ROCHA. 
Citizen  General  Alejandbr  Garcia, 

General-in-Ch^f  of  the  Forces, 
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No.  261. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson: 

No.  194.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  28,  1871. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  ad  caressed  to 
this  Department  by  Frank  E.  Macraamis,  esquire,  district-attorney  of 
the  fifteenth  judicial  district  of  Texas,  and  of  the  report  of  tlie  grand 
jury  of  Cameron  County,  in  that  State,  to  which  it  refers.  These  papers 
relate  to  the  depredations  of  armed  Mexicans  on  the  herds  and  other 
property  of  citizens  of  Texas  near  the  border.  The  Department  has 
upon  several  occasions  instructed  you  to  make  representation  upon  the 
subject  to  the  Mexican  government.  The  communication  referred  to 
will  be  an  occasion  for  another  remonstrance  in  regard  to  it. 

You  will  be  enabled  to  explain  that  a  presentment  of  that  character 
may  be  regarded  as  an  exponent  of  public  sentiment  in  the  region 
where  a  grand  jury  exercises  jurisdiction.  As  such  this  Government 
cannot  disregard  it. 

If  the  Mexican  government  would  adopt  efficient  measures  toward 
checking  the  trespasses  and  robberies  adverted  to,  such  a  course  would 
be  sure  to  strengthen  the  good  will  between  the  two  countries. 
I  am,  &c,j 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr,  Macmanus  to  Mr,  Fish, 

Brownsville,  Texas, 
Cameron  County^  September  30^  1871. 
Sir  :  Tho  nndersigoed  has  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  accompanying 
certified  copy  of  the  report  of  tlie  grand  jnry  of  this  county  at  the  last  term  of  the  dis- 
trict court  at  this  place.  This  report,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  reveals  only  a  few- 
instances  of  the  depredations  on  American  property  committed  by  armed  bands  residing 
and  organized  in  the  territory  of  Mexico.  The  State  and  local  authorities  are  power- 
less to  prevent  or  punish  those  parties,  who  are  well  armed,  equipped,  and  organized, 
or  even  to  furnish  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  sparsely  settled  country  between 
the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces  River,  who  run  the  risk  of  their  lives  in  giving  infor- 
mation or  invoking  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  their  country  against  the  robbers. 

In  the  hope  that  the  facts  revealed  in  this  report  may  be  deemed  sufficient  to  justify 
an  investigation  and  lead  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  are  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  stock-raisiug,  which  is  the  chief  interest  of  Western  Texas,  the  undersigned, 
as  a  public  officer,  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  specially  dicect  the  attention  of  the  United 
States  Government,  through  you,  to  the  condition  of  affairs  on  this  frontier. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRANK  E.  MACMANUS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  JURY  OF  CAMERON  COUNTY.  TEXAS. 

Grand  Jury  Room, 
Brownsville f  Texas,  August  28, 1871. 

To  the  Hon,  iVm,  H,  Russell,  judge  of  the  district  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Cameron, 

Slate  of  Texas: 
The  grand  jury  beg  leave  to  report  that  two-thirds  of  the  time  they  have  been  in 
session  has  bcfen  devoted  to  inauinng  into  the  wholesale  stealing  of  cattle  which  has 
been,  and  is,  constantly  carrioa  on  to  an  alarming  extent  on  this  frontier.  We  have 
had  before  us  fifty  or  sixty  of  the  leading  rancheros,  living  on  the  river,  many  of  whom 
live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  various  places  where  stolen  cattle  are  driven  across  the  Rio 
Grande  into  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  the  facts  elicited  are  such  as  to  convince  us  that 
unless  the  United  States  Government  interposes  its  strong  arm,  the  stock  interests  will 
be  so  injured  as  to  (^^use  the  depopulation  and  abandonment  of  all  the  stQck  ranches 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces.  igitized  by  GOC 
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Undoubted  evidence  has  also  been  adduced  to  the  effect  that  all  of  those  depredations 
have  their  origin  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande;  that  it  is  there  tue  thieves 
organize  and  arm,  and  it  is  from  there  that  our  State  is  invaded  by  bauds  of  Mexican 
citizeus  sufficiently  large  and  sufficiently  well-armed  and  mounted  to  defy  capture  and 
to  contemn  attack. 

It  would  appear  that  the  parties  engaged  in  this  illicit  traffic  are  protected  by  the 
authorities  of  Mexico,  from  the  well-known  fact  that  no  attempts  are  made  to  arrest 
the  thieves,  and  that  stolen  cattle  find  a  ready  sale  in  open  market  there. 

The  jury  found  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  evidence,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no 
protection  afforded  the  inhabitants  by  the  military,  ^d  no  State  force  adequate  for 
the  emergency,  the  witnesses  knowing  that  the  giving  of  information  that  would  lead 
to  iudictments  is  equivalent  to  signing  their  own  death-warrants ;  but  sufficient  informa- 
tion has  reached  us  to  warrant  us  in  the  statement  that  the  whole  section  of  country  as 
far  up  the  river  as  Hidalgo  County,  and  as  far  back  as  Santa  Gertrudes,  in  Nueces 
County,  is  completely  under  the  control  of  armed  thieves  whose  homes  are  in  Mexico ; 
who  carry  on  their  depredations  and  cross  stolen  cattle  in  immense  numbers  into 
Mexico  in  broad  daylight,  overawing  the  people  into  silence  regarding  their  depre- 
dations by  threatening  death  to  all  informers,  and  protecting  the  crossing  when  neces- 
sary by  force  of  arms,  as  in  one  instance  of  late  occurrence.  This  took  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  of  July  last,  after  sun-up,  at  the  Calabozo  ranch  iu  this  county, 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  Brownsville,  where  a  party  of  well-disposed  rancheros 
disputed  the  crossing  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  nead  of  stolen  cattle,  and  were 
fired  on  from  the  Mexican  bank  by  the  party  in  charge,  some  twenty  in  number,  who 
had  previously  succeeded  in  making  their  escape  to  the  Mexican  bank  with  a  part  of 
their  booty.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  rancheros,  and  it  is  believed  that  three  of 
the  thieves  were  wounded. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  jury  that  the  above  engagement,  which  lasted  fully  half  an 
hour,  is  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  and  a  violent  outrage  against  the 
peace,  dignity,  and  sovereignty  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States,  and  merits  the 
prompt  attention  of  the  United  States  Government.  It  is  broadly  asserted  that  these 
armed  miscreants  have  allies  in  these  transactions  residing  in  this  city.  The  constant 
movement  of  transient  persons  belonging  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  into  and 
out  of  this  city,  renders  it  probable  enough  that  this  is  true,  but  there  has  been  no  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  presented  to  our  attention  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  their  detec- 
tion. 

The  want  of  an  agent  or  a^^nts  on  this  frontier,  duly  authorized  to  represent  the 
interest  of  stock-raisers  at  a  distance  in  the  recovery  of  stolen  hides  and  animals,  and 
the  active  prosecution  of  the  thieves,  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  drawback  to  all  movements 
for  their  protection.  The  remedy  for  this  is  in  the  hands  of  the  stock-raisers  them- 
selves. 

Its  frontier  position  renders  this  county  a  sort  of  outpost  for  the  protection  of  the 
more  interior  counties  of  the  State.  The  amount  of  local  crime,  or  the  number  of 
criminals  perm^ently  resident  here,  is  comparatively  insignificant.  Our  jail  is  filled 
with  foreign  criminals,  from  whom  our  people  are  entitled  to  be  protected  by  the  State 
or  Federal  authorities.  Instead  of  this  our  people  are  compelled  to  pay,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  State  taxes,  an  annual  sum  equally  large  for  the  support  and  prosecution 
of  offenders  for  whose  existence  or  crimes  this  county  is  in  no  way  responsible.  Its 
relation  to  the  offenses  of  these  criminals  arises  solely  from  our  geographical  position. 

If  we  are  to  stand  on  duty  as  sentinels  for  the  interior  portions  of  the  State,  we 
should  not  be  required  to  pay  the  State  for  not  performing  that  duty  for  us. 

The  county  jail  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  these  criminals 
securely ;  but,  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  added  to  the  destruction  of  the  former 
jail  in  the  storm  of  1867,  the  financial  condition  of  the  county  will  not  admit  of  an 
outlay  for  the  improvement  of  the  present  temporary  building,  or  the  construction  of 
a  new  one.  An  appropriation  of  the  State  tax  for  two  years  would  enable  the  county 
to  erect  a  jail  adequate  to  the  demands  of  its  frontier  position.  This,  and  the  regular 
assumption  by  the  State  of  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  county  for  the  maintenance 
and  prosecution  of  foreign  criminals,  would  be  an  act  of  simple  justice  on  the  part  of 
the  legislature,  and  place  the  county  on  an  equal  footing  with  others  more  favorably 
sitoated  in  geographical  position. 

The  sherifi'  is  unable  to  maintain  the  prisoners  confided  to  his  charge  at  the  rates 
now  allowed  by  law,  when  he  is  compelled  to  receive  at  par  county  scrip  that  can 
only  be  sold  at  thirty-five  to  forty  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  must  either  starve  the 
prisoners  or  feed  them  at  his  personal  expense.  This  demands  a  remedy  at  the  hands 
of  the  county  court.  The  prisoners  are  better  provided  for  than  either  the  accommo- 
dation furnished  by  the  county  or  the  compensation  allowed  the  sheriff,  under  the 
oircamstances,  demand  or  justify. 

J.  L.  PUTEGNAT, 

C    Foreman, 
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The  State  of  Texas,  County  of  Cameron,  sa : 

I,  Robert  B.  Foster,  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Cameron,  fifteenth 
judicial  district,  State  of  Texas,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  grand  jury  for  Cameron  County,  impaneled  at  the  August  term, 
1871.  'Read  in  open  court  August  28, 1871,  and  ordered  filed. 

Li  testimony  whereof,  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  court  this  21st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1871. 

[8. 8.]  .  R.  B.  FOSTER, 

Clerk  Diatriot  Court,  Cameron  County,  lexaa. 


TO  STOCK-RAISERS. 

DisTRicrr  Attorney's  Office, 
Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texas,  August  29, 1871. 
Mr. — : 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  at  the  re(][uest  of  prominent  stock-raisers  and  citizens  of  this  city 
and  county,  invites  your  co-operation  in  an  effort  which  has  been  commenced  at  this  place 
to  render  effective,  for  the  benefit  of  the  stock-raisers  of  Western  Texas,  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  the  last  legislature,  entitled  ''An  act  to  encourage  stock-raising,  and  for 
the  protection  of  stock-raising,''  approved  May  22,  1871.  It  is  stated,  on  credible 
authority,  that  there  are  at  present  stored  in  Matamoras,  Mexico,  and  awaiting  shij^- 
ment,  over  ten  thousand  hides  of  animals  bearing  American  brands,  stolen  from  this 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

On  the  12th  instant,  a  shipment  of  hides  in  bond  was  made  from  Matamoras,  Mexico, 
to  Now  Orleans,  which  reached  this  port  in  transitu.  This  was  an  attempt  to  evade  the 
State  inspection-law,  by  securing  the  protection  of  the  United  States  custom-house 
authorities  here  for  (stolen) ''bonded"  hides.  As  an  experiment,  it  came  near  being 
successful.  A  search-warrant,  issued  on  proper  affidavit,  showed  that  a  large  number 
of  these  hides,  bearing  well-known  American  brands  of  stolen  animals,  were  concealed 
in  this  "bonded"  shipment.    They  are  detained  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners. 

To  render  any  effort  made  here  effective  in  checking  the  wholesale  robbery  of  stock- 
raisers,  and  recovering  the  stolen  property,  thereby  depriving  the  thieves  of  their  main 
source  of  profit,  and  chief  inducement  t^  persist  in  their  depredations,  it  is  necessary 
that  you  should  have  an  agent  at  this  place,  duly  authorized  to  represent  you  in  any 
proceedings  before  the  courts  for  the  recovery  or  protection  of  your  property.  To  this 
end,  the  undersigned  presents  t-o  you  the  following  names  of  substantial  citizens  and 
stock-raisers,  permanent  residents  of  this  city  and  vicinity,  who  will  probably  consent 
to  accept  your  agency  in  consideration  of  their  interest,  m  common  with  yourself,  in 
suppressing  the  depredations  on  live-stock,  which  are  daily  increasing  in  extent  and 
audacity,  and  threaten  the  ultimate  impoverishment  or  extinction  of  the  stock-raising 
interest  of  the  State.  The  names  suggested  are  Louis  Renaud  and  Aloxswider  Werbiskie. 
On  the  29th  of  July  last  a  drove  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  head  of  cattle,  driven  by 
twenty  armed  men,  residing  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  reaohed  the  Rio  Grande, 
at  a  ranch  known  as  the  Calabozo,  about  fifteen  miles  from  here.  One  hundred  and 
eleven  of  these  had  been  crossed  to  Mexico  before  the  neighboring  rancheros  were  in- 
formed and  assembled  to  prevent  them.  The  thieves  at  once  opened  fire  on  our  people 
from  their  position  across  the  river,  and  a  fight  ensued,  in  which  forty  rounds  of  am- 
munition were  exhausted.  The  thieves  succeeded  in  carrying  off  the  one  hundred  and 
eleven  animals,  and  their  hides  are  probably  in  Matamoros  awaiting  shipment  "  in 
bond"  to  the  United  States. 

The  form  of  an  adequate  power  of  attorney,  which  should  be  acknowledged  before 
the  county  clerk,  or  a  notary  public,  is  herewith  inclosed  for  signature,  and  a  prompt 
answer  solicited. 

FRANK  E.  MACMANUS, 
Districi  Attorney,  Fifteenth  Judicial  District,  Texas, 


No.  262. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

f 

No.  464.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  October  30, 1871.    (Received  November  18.) 
Sir:  The  choice  of  President,  by  congress,  between  Messrs.  Jaarez 
and  Diaz,  took  place  on  the  12th  instant.    The  supporters  of  the  latter 
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and  of  Mr.  Lerdo  Jiaving  generally  declined  to  vote,  the  result  stood — 
Juarez,  108 ;  Diaz,  3 ;  blank,  5. 

On  the  following  and  successive  days  President  Juarez  has  received 
the  telegraphic  congratulations  of  the  governors  of  most  of  the  States, 
including  those  of  several  States  which  voted  strongly  against  him. 

The  revolution  initiated  by  Governor  Trevino,  of  Nuevo  Leon,  has 
been  but  feebly  seconded  outside  that  State.  General  Borreg6,  in  Du- 
rango,  Garcia  de  la  Oadena,  on  the  border  of  San  Luis,  and  several  dis- 
tricts of  Coahuila,  have  hitherto  furnished  the  only  contingents  to  the 
movements.  The  pranunciamiento  of  Gomez  Portugal,  in  Aguas  Cal- 
ientes,  and  the  now  extinguished  insurrection  in  Sinaloa,  were  simply 
directed  against  the  local  governments  of  those  States. 

I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a  decree  of  General 
Trevino,  dated  the  Ist  instant,  disowning  the  government  of  Juarez, 
and  declaring  himself  temporary  dictator  of  Nuevo  Leon ;  also  a  copy 
and  translation  of  a  proclamation  of  the  same  date,  repealing  the  cus- 
toms code,  and  allowing  the  entry  of  foreign  goods  on  the  payment  of 
nominal  duties.  Trevino  has  made  two  unsuccessful  assaults  upon  Sal- 
tillo,  the  capital  of  Coahuila.  Ee-enforcements  have  been  sent  to  that 
city,  and  the  governor  professes  his  ability  to  hold  out. 

No  definite  insurrection  is  yet  known  to  have  occurred  in  Oaxaea,but 
it  is  confidently  looked  for  at  an  early  day.  Latest  advices  from  that 
State  represent  that  the  two  Generals  Diaz  were  hastily  fortifying  and 
provisioning  the  city  of  Oaxaca. 

The  only  party  of  rebels  in  this  vicinity,  headed  by  Sotero  Lozano, 
was  completely  dispersed  last  week. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


I  [Inclosnre  A.— Translation.] 

DECREE  OF  GENERAL  TREVINO. 

GeroDimo  Trevifio,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon,  and  general-in- 
cbief  of  the  army  of  the  north,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof.    Know  ye : 

That  the  continnance  of  Don  Benito  Juarez  in  power  being  incompatible  with  the 
national  liberty;  and  considering 

That  this  State  would  suflfer  immense  damage  if  it  should  longer  continue  to  yield 
obedience  to  his  despotic  and  capricious  administration ; 

That  in  this  State  the  congress  has  closed  its  sessions,  and  the  executive  needs  to  act 
with  the  greatest  activity  and  energy,  in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  new  situa- 
tion created  in  it ;  and,  finally, 

That  in  order  to  prevent  anarchy  and  to  assure  the  success  of  the  movement  com- 
menced in  Nuevo  Leon,  and  which  is  being  effected  throughout  the  republic,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  recognize  a  sole  leader  to  direct  and  head  it,  and  who,  by  his  character  and 
antecedents,  may  be  recognized  by  all  without  opposition,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  actual  administration  of  the  citizen  Benito  Juarez  is  hereby  dis- 
owned. 

Article  2.  The  State  re-assumes  its  sovereignty  until  the  triumph  and  entire  re-estab- 
lishment of  order. 

Article  3.  The  executive  power  of  the  State  re-assumes  the  exercise  of  the  other 
supreme  powers  so  far  as  he  may  judge  necessary  for  his  freedom  of  action. 

Article  4.  The  Citizen-General  Porfirio  Diaz  is  recognized  as  general-in-chief  of  the 
republican  army  for  the  maintenance  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 

Therefore,  I  order  the  above  decree  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly 
obeyed. 

Monterey,  October  1, 1871. 

GERONIMO  TREVmO. 

Alonso  Alba, 

CkUf  Clerk.  r"r^r^rrTr> 
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[Inolosnre  B.— TranalatioD.] 

PROCLAMATION  OF  GENERAL  TREVINO. 

Geronimo  Treviflo,  oonstitutional  governor  of  the  state  of  Nuevo  LeoD,  and  general- 
in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  north,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof.    Know  ye  : 

That,  considering  that  the  present  paralyzation  of  commerce  is  owing,  in  great  part, 
to  the  highly  exorbitant  duties  paid  in  the  ports  upon  foreign  goods,  which  evil  re- 
dounds to  the  prejudice  of  the  people. 

Considering  that,  in  order  to  provide  the  resources  demanded  by  the  situation,  with- 
out extortions  upon  the  people,  it  is  necessary  to  give  an  impulse  to  commerce,  the 
principal  source  of  public  riches,  and  that  this  impulse  may  conciliate  the  necessities 
of  the  government  with  those  of  the  consuming  class,  without  any  sacrifice  of  national 
interest;  and, 

Considering,  finally,  that  the  work  of  political  regeneration' cannot  be  accomplished 
without  a  supreme  effort  on  the  part  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  republic,  which  is 
now  snfiering  a  lamentable  prostration :  and 

Being  invested  with  ample  faculties,  I  have  thought  fit  to  issue  the  following  decree : 

Article  1.  The  so-called  Vidaurri  tariff  of  February  6, 1858,  is  declared  in  force,  as 
well  for  the  collection  of  import  duties  as  for  the  exportation  of  money,  revoking  only 
the  first  article,  which  treats  of  a  discount  of  40  per  cent. 

Article  2.  The  duties  of  consumption  and  exportation  prescribed  by  the  said  tariff 
shall  be  collected  in  this  capital,  both  for  effects  to  be  sold  here  and  for  those  to  be 
sent  into  the  interior,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  freely. 

Article  3.  All  the  goods  found  outside  of  the  regular  route,  and  destined  for  places 
other  than  this  city,  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  confiscation,  to  be  applied  by  the  officers 
in  command  of  forces  depending  from  this  headquarters,  they  giving  due  notice  imme- 
diately after  the  seizure. 

Article  4.  The  importation  of  articles  of  prime  necessity  for  the  consumption  of 
the  villages  between  this  capital  and  the  frontier  is  permitted,  upon  payment  of  5  per 
cent,  upon  the  e-stimated  wholesale  price  in  this  city. 

Article  5.  The  general  customs  code  and  other  laws  opposed  to  this  decree  are 
hereby  repealed. 

And  that  it  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  all  and  be  duly  obeyed,  I  order  the  above 
decree  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated. 

Given  at  the  palace  of  the  government,  at  Monterey,  October  1, 1871. 

GERONIMO  TREVINO. 

Alonso  Alba, 

Chief  Clerk. 


No.  263. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  195.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  31, 1871. 
Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  26th  ultimo,  addressed  to 
this  Department  by  Charles  Winslow,  esq.,  commercial  agent  of  the 
United  States  at  Guerrero,  Mexico.    It  relates  to  a  recent  attack  by 
Indians  from  Mexico  upon  plantations  in  Texas,  near  the  border. 

It  may  be  difficult  for  the  Mexican  government,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  prevent  such  incursions,  but  it  is  expected  that  every 
practicable  effort  will  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

You  may  exercise  your  discretion  as  to  the  time  and  the  manner  of 
bringing  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  that  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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[Inclosare-I 

Mr,  Wine^ow  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

No.  9.]  Commercial  Agency,  United  States, 

GuerrerOf  Mexico,  September  26,  1871.    (Received  October  28.) 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  ou  the  18th  instant,  a  party  of  about  seventy-five  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  Coniauches,  made  a  sudden  depceut  upon  the  ranches  contiguous  to 
Laredo,  in  Webb  County,  Texas,  near  to  the  high  road  leading  from  that  place  to  San 
Antonio.  A  party  of  Indians  first  attacked  the  ranch  of  Kafall  Arispe,  fifteen  leagues 
from  Laredo,  on  the  road  to  San  Antonio,  called  the  Pintas.  Here  they  carried  off,  as 
captives,  two  children  of  Cecilio  Benevedis,  and  one  of  Siriac  Gonzales,  both  of 
Guerrero.  They  also  stole  hfty  tame  horses,  and  burned  some  outhouses,  and  killed 
a  great  many  cattle.  The  inhabitants  betook  themselves  to  the  houses,  and  were  not 
attacked.  They  next  proceeded  to  the  Alamito,  the  ranch  of  Benito  Garcia,  a  citizen 
of  Laredo,  and  destroyed  a  flock  of  sheep  belonging  to  Refngio  Benevedis,  of  Laredo, 
and  murdered  two  shepherds.  From  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  Bessero,  the  ranch 
of  Cassimero  Benevedis,  and  stole  twenty-five  horses.  The  people,  terrified,  fled  to  a 
house,  and  shut  themselves  in ;  but  unfortunately  one  boy  was  overtaken,  and  killed 
by  two  pistol-shots.   ■ 

The  fourth  ranch  attacked  was  that  of  Antonio  Sanches,  about  three  leagues 
farther  on.  Here  they  carried  off  all  the  tame  horses  on  the  ranch,  amounting  to  one 
hundred. 

The  only  person  in  the  ranch  at  the  time  was  a  woman,  but  she  alone,  with  a  rifle, 
fought  the  Indians,  and  succeeded  in  severely  wounding  one  of  them,  who  was  carried 
off  by  his  companions,  and  was  afterward  found  dead.  Here  the  Indians  divided  into 
two  parties.  The  larger  party  crossed  the  Nueces  River,  and  are  at  present  attacking 
the  ranches  on  the  Rio  Frio,  and  the  Atascosa  Creeks,  in  Bexar  County,  and  committing 
depredations  of  which  we  know  nothing  certain  at  present. 

The  other  party  retraced  their  steps  with  their  stolen  booty,  making  a  circuit  near 
the  Nueces  River ;  from  thence  started  for  the  Rio  Grande  River,  and  attacked  the 
ranche  of  Jos6  Maria  Rodrigues,  carrying  off  a  large  number  of  horaes.  Near  the  latter 
ranch  General  Quiroga,  of  Laredo,  was  attacked  by  them,  while  measuring  a  tract  of 
land  with  eight  men,  but  succeeded  in  warding  off  the  attack,  as  his  party  were  wejl  " 
armed  with  rifles.  In  the  Cerietos  Blancos,  five  leagues  farther  on,  they  stole  five 
horses  and  captured  a  mule  saddled,  and  with  arms,  from  a  ranchero,  whom  they  mur- 
dered. 

At  short  distance  above  Laredo  the  same  party  attacked  the  Sous  ranch,  of  Nicolas 
Sanches ;  killing  one  of  the  shepherds,  and  wounding  another  mortally  with  two 
arrow-shots,  that  penetrated  his  body.  The  women  and  children  shut  themselves  up 
in  their  houses,  and  were  not  attacked.  The  Indians  then  re-crossed  the  Rio  Grande 
into  Mexico  with  their  stolen  horses. 

An  eye-witness  describes  them  as  a  part  wearing  blue  woolen  pants  and  purple 
jackets,  and  the  rest  as  dressed  in  the  usual  Indian  costume.  They  are  known  t.o  have 
been  well  armed  with  rifles,  as  they  left  behind  in  the  Pintas,  the  first  ranch  they 
attacked,  a  considerable  quautity  of  ammunition.  Their  chief  object  seems  to  have 
been  to  obtain  horses  with  which  to  mount  a  larger  force,  to  make  new  raids.  Large 
flocks  of  sheep  pasture  over  that  district  of  the  country,  into  which  the  Indians  have 
recently  entered,  and  the  farmers,  who  are  at  present  engaged  in  shearing,  are  in  fear 
of  a  general  uprising  of  the  Indians,  and  ask  for  aid,  as  there  is  no  adequate  force  to 
protect  them  at  present. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  large  force  of  cavalry  be  stationed  along  the  river  Rio  Grande, 
as  there  is  no  security  to  property  below,  from  the  cattle- thieves  who  cross  over  from 
Mexico,  and  carry  off  thousands  of  cattle  every  month,  and  farther  up  the  river,  from 
hostile  Indians  who  cross  over  also  from  Mexico,  and  destroy  every  year  lives  and  pro- 
perty. 

Due  representation  should  be  made  to  the  Mexican  government  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
evils  that  now  exist. 

I  have  stated  the  facts  as  far  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  submit  them  to 
your  consideration. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHARLES  WINSLOW, 
Commercial  Agent  United  States. 
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Fo.  264. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  197.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  1, 1871. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  454,  of  the  9th  ultimo,  informing  this  Depart- 
ment of  the  appointment  of  a  new  military  commander  of  the  line  of 
Rio  Grande,  and  inclosing  translations  of  notes  from  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment relating  thereto,  has  beep  read  with  satisfaction. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  instructions  issued  to  General  Oarrillo  will  prove 
suflftcient  to  arrest  the  marauding  incursions  into  our  territory,  as  the 
evil  was  becoming  excessive. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  26i5. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  199.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  7,  1871. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  instruction  to  you.  No.  195,  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  tbe  4th  instant,  addressed  to 
this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  a  transcript  of  the 
dispatch  from  the  commercial  agent  at  Guerrero,  relative  to  depreda- 
tions of  Indians  from  Mexico,  was  also  communicated. 

The  memorandum  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  which  accompanies 
Mr.  Belknap's  letter,  is  believed  to  correctly  state  the  rule  of  public  law — 
that  a  nation  is  answerable  for  hostile  attacks  upon  its  neighbors  by 
persons  owing  it  allegiance. 

The  treaty  stipulations  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  by 
which  the  parties  engaged  to  restrain  savages  from  attacking  each 
other's  possessions  were  repealed  by  the  second  article  of  tbe  Gadsden 
treaty.  Still,  the  obligation  to  tbat  end  under  the  law  of  nations  remains 
in  full  force,  as  it  is  presumed  Mexico  will  acknowledge. 

It  is  hoped  that  she  may  devise  some  method  toward  fulfilling  that 
obligation. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER. 
Acting  Secretary. 


.  [Inolosore.] 
Mr,  Bdknap  to  Mr.  Fish, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City ^  November  A,  1871. 
Sir  :  I  bare  the  hoDor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  year  letter  of  the  Slst  ultimo, 
inclosing  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  commercial  asent  of  the  United  States  at  Guer- 
rero, Mexico,  in  relation  to  an  attack  of  Indians  from  that  part  of  Mexico,  on  the 
acljacent  settlements  in  Texas. 

In  connection  therewith  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  accompany- 
ing copy  of  remarks  of  the  (General  of  the  Army,  to  whom  your  letter  was  referred  for 
his  views. 

Very  respectfuUy,  &c., 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Digitizec 
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General  Sherman  to  Mr,  Belknap, 

Hkajiquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D,  C,  Novemhei'  2, 1871. 
Kespectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.    We  have  in  Texas  two  regiments  of 
cavalry,  which  are  ail  that  can  be  possibly  spared  there.    The  Ninth  is  scattered  along 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  north  as  far  as  McKavitt. 

These  sndden  eruptions  from  Mexico  have  been  of  freqnent  occurrence,  and  the  Rio 
Grande  being  fordable,  gives  the  Indians  a  certain  and  safe  retreat,  as  we  cannot  prop- 
erly cross  the  border  in  pursuit.  Mexico  ought  to  be  liable  for  acts  of  war  done  by 
Indians  owing  her  allegiance,  and  ourxi)eople  charge  that  these  Indians  are  not  only 
harbored,  but  that  the  horses  and  captives  are  openly  sold  in  the  Mexican  towns  be- 
yond the  Rio  Grande. 

This  case  appears  to  me  clearly  one  for  the  State  Department,  as  we  are  unable  to 
apply  a  remedy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General, 


1^0.  266. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  470.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  NQvemher  9,  1871.    (Received  November  27.) 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  general  dispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
the  political  situation  of  Mexico  has  assumed  a  more  serious  aspect. 
The  movement  of  General  Treviiio  against  Saltillo  has  not  yet  been  suc- 
cessful, and  he  is  said  to  have  suffered  a  defeat  on  the  Ist  instant  at 
Kamos  Arizpe.  Nevertheless,  information  is  received  almost  daily  of 
new  insurrections  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  those  of  General  Guerra  and  Colonels  Ugarte  and  Barrios, 
in  the  State  of  Zacatecas ;  of  Juan  Francisco  Lucas,  in  the  north  of 
Puebla ;  of  Colonel  Slanos,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cuernavaca ;  and,  mor6 
recently,  the  defection  of  General  Galvau,  with  the  cavalry  of  the  sec- 
ond division^  who  has  marched  to  Oaxaca.  General  Porfirio  Diaz  has 
not  yet  placed  himself  openly  at  the  head  of  the  revolution,  tx)  which 
post  he  is  summoned  by  all  the  minor  chieftains  now  in  the  field,  but, 
as  the  State  government  of  Oaxaca  has  refused  to  recognize  the  election 
of  President  Juarez,  has  fortified  that  capital,  and  ha«  caused  its  official 
organ  to  express  approval  of  the  movement  of  Trevino,  it  is  no  longer 
doubtful  that  Oaxaca  is  virtually  in  rebellion,  and  probably  only  awaits 
the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Juarez's  present  term  of  office,  on  the  last  day  of 
the  present  month,  to  announce  its  formal  declaration  of  war.  - 

Meanwhile  the  federal  government  is  making  energetic  preparations 
for  an  anticipated  campaign  against  Oaxaca,  but  seems  to  be  reluctant 
to  take  the  initiative.  The  forces  of  the  second  division,  under  General 
Alatorre,  have  been  concentrated  at  Tecamachalco,  in  observation  of  the 
principal  military  route  leading  to  Oaxaca.  Unfortunately,  several 
battalions  erf  this  division  are  chiefly  composed  of  natives  of  that  State, 
and  as  their  officers  owe  their  rank  and  military  training  to  General 
Porfirio  Diaz,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  defection  of  General 
Galvan  will  be  followed  by  that  of  other  portions  of  the  second  division. 
Indeed,  it  is  stated  that  a  portion  of  the  command  of  General  Kaempf- 
ner  has  already  gone  over  to  the  rebellion. 

Congress  has  been  exclusively  occupied  of  late  in  the  decision  of  cases 
of  contested  elections.  This  task  was  concluded  yesterday,  with  the 
result  of  admitting  a  considerable  number  of  claimants  belonging  to 
both  wings  of  the  opposition,  among  whom  were  three  Lerdist  deputies 
of  personal  importance,  Messrs.  Martinez  de  la  Torre,  Raymon  Guzman, 
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and  Estanislas  Canedo.  Many  deputies  who  voted  for  Mr.  Juarez,  in 
fulfillment  of  previous  engagements,  have  united  with  the  opposition  on 
this  question  of  the  contested  seats,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  govern- 
ment can  no  longer  count  upon  a  reliable  support  in  congress.  The 
ministry  presented  itself  to  congress  on  the  5th  instant,  and  again 
to-day,  with  an  urgent  appeal  for  a  grant  of  "  ample  faeulties"  to  enable 
the  president  to  suppress  the  rebellions.  It  is  exceedingly  doubtful 
whether  they  will  be  granted,  as  many  nominal  supporters  of  the  gov- 
ernment are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  cabinet,  and  with  Mr.  Juarez 
for  his  reluctance  to  change  it. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  267. 
Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  471.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  November  15,  1871.    (Received  December  26.) 

Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  this  date  from 

the  Rev.  Dr.  Riley,  respecting  a  forcible  and  organized  effort  to  destroy 

the  freedom  of  religious  worship  at  Tizayuca,  in  the  State  of  Hidalgo, 

and  the  prompt  and  eflfiicient  action  of  the  government  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnre.} 

Mr,  Riley  to  Mr,  NeUo^i, 

Mexico,  Noveniber  15, 1871. 

Dear  Sir:  Feeling  couficlent  that  you  take  an  interest  in  the  triumphs  of  religious 
liberty  in  Mexico,  I  take  pleasure  in  coramnnicating  the  following  facts  to  you. 

In  the  State  of  Hidalgo,  and  in  the  town  of  Tizayuca,  a  Protestant  congregation  was 
established  about  seven  months  ago.  Some  of  the  authorities  of  that  town  connected 
themselves  with  it.  About  the  close  of  last  August  the  Romanists  in  that  place  in- 
duced some  Spanish  missionaries  to  visit  them,  hoping  thus  to  destroy  the  Protestant 
congregation  there.  Aft«r  some  three  weeks  of  most  violent  efforts  against  the  Pro- 
testants, the  latter  were  found  to  remain  still  firm  in  their  faith.  Other  measures  were 
then  resorted  to  by  the  Romanists.  Suddenly  twelve  of  the  leading  Protestants  were 
imprisoned,  and  afterward  stoned  out  of  the  town.  The  men  having  been  scattered, 
their  sisters  and  wives  carried  on  their  Protestant  services.  Soon  after  this,  some  of 
the  men  having  returned  to  Tizayuca,  suddenly  of  an  evening  an  armed  mob  of  Ro- 
manists fell  upon  them,  wounding  men,  women,  and  children,  and  burning  thre«  of 
their  houses.  The  general  government  immediately  asked  the  State  government  to 
mete  out  justice  in  that  town,  and  to  protect  the  Protestants.  They  have  accordingly 
been  restored  to  their  full  liberty,  and  have  already  met  and  celebrated  their  worsnip 
in  the  ruins  of  their  former  chapel,  burned  by  the  Romanists. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  CHAUNOEY  RILEY. 


No.  268. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  472.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  November  18, 1871.    (Received  December  26.) 
Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  copies  and  translations  of  two  important  cir- 
culars that  were  issued  by  the  minister  of  the  treasury,  dated  October 
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20  and  October  30,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  frauds  upon  the 
treasury  on  the  northern  frontier,  by  the  importation  of  goods  without 
the  payment  of  the  federal  duties,  and  also  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
duties  when  foreign  goods  shall  pass  through  the  territory  occupied  by 
the  insurgents  toward  the  interior.  (A,  B,  C,  and  D.)^ 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosare  A.— Translation.— Circalar.] 
Secretary  of  State  and  Office  of  Treasury  and  Public  Credit— Section  first. 

Previous  to  the  revolt  in  Monterey  headed  by  Geronirao  Treviuo,  the  executive  ha<l 
information  that  some  merchants  on  the  frontier,  accustomed  to  disorder  and  in  the 
habit  of  committing  frauds  upon  the  rights  of  the  treasury,  only  sought  for  a  pretext 
to  promote  sedition  and  smuggling  within  its  shadow.  This  pretext  has  been  given  to 
them  by  the  renewal  of  the  federal  executive  power,  and  there  are  well-founded  reasons 
for  believing  tha*  intrigues  put  in  play  by  these  interested  parties  have  contributed  to 
the  realization  of  the  movement  in  Monterey,  on  the  27th  of  last  September. 

The  fact  of  the  revolt  is  already  realized,  as  is  known,  and  its  consequences  are  to  be 
expected,  which,  in  turn,  has  been  in  part  the  cause  of  them. 

The  extensive  frontier  of  the  Bravo,  which  though  in  ordinary  times  offers  facilities 
for  committing  fraud,  Jias  served,  under  the  present  circumstances,  for  the  introduction 
of  a  considerable  amount  of  foreign  goods,  which  the  guard  is  with  difficulty  able  to  watch, 
flying  from  various  points  upon  the  appearance  of  the  war  which  has  been  initiated, 
some  of  the  guard  being  reduced  to  prison  at  other  points,  according  to  the  data  which 
this  secretary  has  receiv^ed.  For  these  reasons  great  care  upon  the  part  of  the  employes 
of  the  frontier  custom-houses  and  the  officers  of  the  treasury  is  indispensable  in  order 
that  they  may  prevent  and  rigidly  suppress  attempts  at  smuggling,  until  the  federal 
forces  shall  restore  the  reign  of  law  at  the  points  where  it  has  been  ignored,  in  the 
mean  time  abstaining  from  the  sending  forward  of  goods  and  merchandise,  as  has  been 
alrea<ly  provided  by  this  department. 

In  order  that  you  and  the  employ^  nnder  you  may  redouble  their  vigilance,  I  direct 
this  circular  to  you,  by  the  advice  of  the  President. 

ROMERO. 

Mexico,  October  20,  lc71. 


[Inclosnre  B.— Translation.] 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Public  Credit. 

The  federal  executive  has  declared,  in  different  resolntions  and  circulars,  according 
to  their  attribntions,  and  through  their  obligations  to  enforce  the  laws,  that  no  fiscal 
dncies  nor  loans  of  value  paid  to  the  insurgents  may  furnish  the  pretext  for  liberating 
those  having  the  cause  from  their  pecuniary  obligations  toward  the  legitimate  au- 
thorities. 

In  consequence  of  this  principle,  the  President  has  decreed  to  advise  the  custom- 
houses and  respective  chiefs  of  the  treasury  department,  and  that  there  should  be  cir- 
culated for  the  knowledge  of  all  the  public  functionaries  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
nation  in  general,  that  the  dispositions  taken  by  the  chief  of  the  Insurgent  forces  in 
Nuevo  Leon  respecting  commerce,  frontier  dues,  and  cessation  of  custom-guards,  being, 
as  they  are,  null  and  of  no  legal  effect,  all  merchandise  which  enters  through  saitl  fron- 
tier remains  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  general  frontier  dues  now  in  force,  which 
duties  the  federal  agents,  either  civil  or  military,  may  demand  whenever  met  with,  if 
such  merchandise  passes  the  points  where  the  insurrectionists  are  to  be  found,  and  in 
any  time  immediately  after  the  re-establishment  of  the  law,  the  constituted  authori- 
ties taking  notice  of  fraud. 

The  President  has  also  been  pleased  to  decree,  in  order  to  avoid  that  contraband 
should  destroy  legitimate  commerce,  that  no  cargo  of  foreign  goods  shall  pass  from 
Nuevo  Leon  to  the  interior  without  express  permission  given  in  writing  by  this  secre- 
tary's office,  which  is  to  contain  the  circumstances  respecting  the  proceeding,  payment 
of  duties,  and  qualities  of  the  goods,  which  shall  be  communicated  to  the  military 
chief  of  the  respective  line  for  his  knowledge,  as  also  to  the  employ^  which  this  office 
may  place  in  commission  to  inspect  the  execution  of  that  which  nas  been  determined, 
in  the  conception  that  an^  introduction  of  goods  that  may  proceed  from  any  point 
occnpied  by  tne  revolutionists,  without  the  requisites  before  pointed  out,  shall  be  con?* 
23  PE  o  ^ 
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sidered  fraudulent,  applying  to  it,  in  consequence,  the  punishments  pointed  out  by  the 
law  in  such  cases,  and  keepinpf  especially  in  view  the  articles  63  and  64  of  the  rules  of 
the  frontier  custom-houses  of  the  4th  of  June,  1870. 

ROMERO. 
Mexico,  Octoher-^Oj  1871. 


No.  269. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

Ko.  475.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  November  28, 1871.     (Received  December  26.) 
Sir  :  As  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  present  revolution,  I  inclose  a 
translation  of  a  protest  that  was  published  by  several  members  of  the 
national  congress  who  call  themselves  "constitutional  deputies." 
I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosiire.— Translation.] 

protest  of  the  constitutional  deputies. 

The  iindei-signed,  deputies  of  the  sixth  constitutional  congress  of  the  republic, 
taking  into  consideration : 

That  the  popular  suffrage  has  been  stifled  in  a  great  portion  of  the  country  during 
the  last  elections  for  the  renewal  of  the  President,  and  that  the  public  reputation  and 
conscience  verify  the  pressure  of  force  and  other  administrative  abuses,  with  which 
was  obtained  the  suffocation  or  falsification  of  the  spontaneous  vote  of  the  people  ; 

That  this  mockery  was  continued  in  the  revision  of  powers  of  this  chambi'r,  the 
door  of  which  has  been  inflexibly  shut  to  many  anti-re-electionary  deputies,  the  nii- 
blemished  character  of  whose  credentials  is  unimpeachable,  as  has  been  seen  ii\  the 
debates  and  votes  of  the  last  few  days  ; 

That  there  are  a  great  number  of  districts  in  which  the  election  for  President  has 
not  been  verified  ;  and  that  this  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  ml  ministration  that  the 
A'ote  of  the  people  should  not  be  expressed,  such  administration  having  decided  that 
the  periodical  rotation  of  the  executive  power,  which  has  been  suspended  for  so  long 
a  time,  and  which  wishes  to  paralyze  it  for  a  new  period ; 

That  there  are  many  other  districts  arbitrarily  deprived  of  representation  in  con- 
gress that  will  not  have,  in  the  critical  and  important  declaration  which  this  docu- 
ment treats  of  making,  the  participation  which  nature  aud  the  constitution  authorizes 
them ; 

That  neither  have  the  representatives  of  all  these  districts  been  informed  of  the  de- 
cisive and  inaugurative  acts  of  the  legislature — acts  which  have  been  tho  means  of 
preparing  the  result  of  the  election  to  which  they  wish  to  proceed  prematurely  ; 

That  it,  as  in  duty  bound,  in  reason  and  in  justice,  adjourned  until  the  frustrated 
elections  should  be  verified,  aud  until  the  revision  of  the  powers,  which  is  incomplete, 
should  be  terminated  in  congress  ; 

That  to  the  parliamentary  circles,  whose  repugnance  to  the  re-election  is  known, 
they  have  not  wished  to  give  any  representation  in  the  investigating  committee  of  the 
votes  for  the  presidency  ; 

That  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country  demand  from  its  representatives  great 
foresight  and  gravity,  in  order  to  avert  the  danger  of  civil  war,  against  which  measures 
there  is  nothing  so  evident  than  that  the  supreme  powers  wish  to  legalize  their  func- 
tions and  to  put  their  titles  of  legitimacy  out  of  the  question  ; 

That  this  premature  act  of  tho  election,  to  which  they  wished  to  proceed,  is  not  the 
seasonable  and  natural  end,  because  the  affair  is  finished,  but,  ou  the  contrary,  is  a 

Sreconceived  idea  to  which  have  been  adjusted  the  anterior  steps  of  Congress,  which 
ave  unsustainable  irregularities  in  face  of  the  constitution,  tne  electoral  law,  and 
parliamentary  rule ; 

That  a  new  irregularity  has  been  committed  by  rejecting  the  proposition  leading  to 
the  one  that  the  elections  should  have  their  natural  object,  and  should  give,  in  all  the 
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pointH  of  the  republic,  the  participation  in  them,  of  which  many,  against  their  will, 
have  been  deprived  ; 

That  the  same  majority  of  this  assembly,  by  means  of  acts  relative  to  the  revision 
of  the  powers,  has  considered  the  protests  of  the  minority  to  be  efficacious,  when  the 
greater  nnmber  of  an  associated  body  has  oppressed  such  minority  by  jnmping  over 
the  barriers  of  reason  and  of  the  laws : 

Those  who  subscribe,  considering  all  this,  protest  against  the  legality  of  the  act  that 
the  mtgority  of  the  congress  established,  in  an  electoral  body,  propose  to  execute  and 
abstain  from  taking  part  in  the  premature  vote  aud  declaration  to  which  the  advice  of 
the  investigating  committee  extends. 
Hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress,  Mexico,  October  11,  1871. 

P.  Tagle.  Vicente  Lebrija. 

Zamarcona.  Joaquin  Maria  Ruiz. 

Esteva  Mirafuentes.    Carreon  Mariano  Iturbe. 

Felipe  Buemostro.         Padilla  F.  Uriarte. 

T.  Garcia.  J.  Alfaro. 

Ramon  Romero.  Manuel  Gonzales. 

Ferreira  p.  Tora.         Jos^  G.  Lobato. 

Lorenzo  P.  Castro.        Justo  Merino. 

Juan  M.  Vasques.  Martin  Gonzales. 

Jos6  Maria  Palicios.    Maepica. 


^O.  270. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  476.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOy  November  28,  1871.  (Received  December  26.) 
Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  a  translation  of  a  proclamation  of  General 
Porfirio  Diaz,  dated  at  Huajuapam,  November  19,  (A.)  Also  of  a 
proclamation  signed  by  the  insurgent  General  Negrete,  dated  at  Alta- 
maja,  November  20,  (B,)  and  two  proclamations  of  the  federal  General 
Alatorre,  dated  from  his  headquarters  at  Acatlan,  November  23,  (0  and 

jy.y 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


llDclosare  A. — Translation.] 

PROCLAMATION  OF  GENERAL  DIAZ. 

CUizen-Oeneral  Porfino  Diaz  to  the  Republican  troops  : 

Companions  in  akms  :  When,  filled  with  the  Doble  pride  of  patriotism,  we  divided 
together  the  adversities  and  glories  of  the  colossal  task  to  turn  out  from  our  soil 
the  audacioas  French  and  Austrian  armies,  in  order  to  guarantee  definitely  the  in- 
dependence and  liberty  of  our  adored  soil,  we  never  suspected  that  we  should  soon 
have  to  see  our  brothers  face  to  face  as  enemies.  But  a  disloyal  government,  despotic 
and  parricidal,  and  to  which  the  country  did  not  owe  the  triumph  of  its  holy  cause, 
has  cunningly  deposited  in  your  noble  hearts  the  germs  of  division,  in  order  to  make 
the  great  and  generous  liberal  party  the  laughing-stock  of  the  nations  that  observe 
us,  in  order  to  perpetuate  in  pow^r  those  who  disregard  the  law  and  the  universal 
voice  of  the  nation.  Shall  this  venomous  plant  germinate  in  your  pure  hearts,  palpi- 
tating with  glory,  and  even  now  agitated  by  the  vivifying  sun  of  the  5th  of  May? 
Answer  your  sincere  friend,  your  brother.  Why  are  you  going  to  tight  against  my 
men  t  Why  say  we  aje  traitors  t  Do  we  by  chauce  invoke  monarchy  f  Do  we  call  to 
a  foreign  prince  to  govern  the  country  of  Montezuma?  Do  we  beg  for  the  humiliating 
protectorate  of  the  United  States,  like  Juarez  and  his  clicjue  of  degraded  Cubans  and 
cowardlv  parasites?  O,  neverJ  Like  you,  we  carried  hve  years  since  the  tri-color 
standard  in  one  hand  aud  our  constitution  of  1857  in  the  other.  With  the  first  we 
wished  to  affirm  our  nationality,  removing  it  from  the  bastard  influences  of  every  for- 
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eign  country.  Do  you  hear  it  T  We  wished  to  be  free  Mexicans,  not  pupils.  With 
the  second  we  wished  to  consolidate  our  means  of  being  liberal,  free,  and  progressive, 
indeed,  and  not  by  means  of  vain  promises,  which  are  ueing  converted  into  positive 
military  dictatorship.  What  are  you  going  to  sustain?  For  what  are  you  going  to 
shed  your  blood  and  that  of  your  brothers  f  Why  perpetuate  the  power  of  Juarez, 
who  has  dreamed  of  being  a  prince;  who  invites  us  to  cowardice  by  his  stupid,  des- 
potism, or  by  the  Yankee  whip,  with  which  he  will  scourge  our  people,  as  was  done  in 
1847;  thanks  to  the  division,  which,  then  as  now,  was  the  normal  state  of  our  unhappy 
soil.  And  do  you  accept  this  offering;  you,  the  invincible  sons  of  Hidalgo  and  Itur- 
bide?  Do  we  accept  it;  we,  the  brothers  of  Zaragoza  and  Salazar?  O,  do  not  be- 
lieve it!  It  is  a  lief  Mexico  will  never  give  use  to  such  a  stupid  scandal,  without 
outraging  its  good  liberal  sons.  Comrades :  There  are  but  two  roads ;  either  that  of 
the  infamy  sustained  by  Juarez,  or  that  of  ^lory,  binding  us,  as  before,  to  save  our 
country ;  in  such  a  dilemma,  we  prefer  yielding  with  glory  than  to  live  covered  with 
ignominy.  Choose,  my  friends;  here  is  ray  hand,  as  ever,  and  conquering  or  con- 
quered, you  shall  never  despise  your  brother. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
HcAJUAPAM,  Xovetnher  19,  1871. 


[Inclosure  2  in  No.  —  Translation.] 
PROCLAMATION  OF  GENERAL  NEGRETE. 

Migml  NegretCj  general  o/dirwion,  to  his  fellotO'dtizens  : 

An  humble  child  of  the  people,  I  undertook  the  military  career  with  the  sole  aim  of 
being  one  day  useful  to  my  adored  country  and  to  its  institutions. 

I  am  democratic  by  birth  and  principles,  and  for  this  reason  I  cannot  be  indifferent 
to  the  evils  that  Mexico  suffers  ;  for  this  cause,  you  have  seen  that,  whenever  the  in- 
stitutions or  the  independence  have  been  in  danger,  I  have  lent  my  aid  in  order  to  save 
them,  after  having  been  present  at  the  humiliation,  which,  in  the  illustrious  Zara- 
goza, the  first  soldiers  of  the  world  suffered,  and  in  which  I  took  a  part  at  the  side  of 
the  men  whom  I  now  command,  because  it  was  the  emanation  of  the  people  in  order  to 
save  their  independence;  but  in  Chihuahua  I  noted  that  these  men  sold  their  fatherland, 
and  their  treason  being  proved  upon  them,  I  separated  from  them  ;  a  little  afterward 
I  seized  the  banner  which  the  illustrious  Porhrio  Diaz  has  to-day  raised  aloft,  and 
which  I  am  snre  he  will  soon  place  over  the  palace  of  the  Montezumas.  Since  that 
period  until  now  I  have  been  constant  in  my  undertaking,  even  if  unfortunate,  for  the 
political  movements  that  I  have  indicated  have  had  a  bad  issue,  being  that  of  the  cita- 
del in  which  my  enemies,  who  are  also  the  enemies  of  democratic  institutions,  have 
tried  to  wound  me  with  calumny.  The  time  will  come  in  which  the  nation  will  have  a 
detailed  knowledge  of  what  happened,  and  then  justice  may  know  who  were  the  authors 
of  this  unhappy  event,  and  the  people  may  distinguish  them  by  the  mark  of  infamy. 

Before  General  Diaz  shall  have  taken  up  arms  in  order  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  whom  it  is  the  emanation,  the  nation  will  have  already  manifested  the  desire 
that  the  tyrants  should  retire,  leaving  the  free  passage  to  the  sons  of  the  people  ;  the 
central  club  that  I  had  the  honor  to  found  and  preside  over,  and  also  others  that  ex- 
isted in  all  the  republic  seconding  their  views,  is  the  undeniable  proof  of  this  truth; 
and  this  being  so,  the  true  soldier  of  the  people,  following  his  inspirations,  ought  to  say, 
Long  live  General  Diaz  I  long  live  the  constitution  of  '57  !  death  to  the  tyrants! 

The  movement  initiated  by  the  worthy  General  Diaz,  and  which  I  second  in  all  its 
parts,  is  the  salvation  of  the  country;  is  the  struggle  of  the  free  against  the  feudalists ; 
is  the  extinction  of  the  scandalous  robberies  of  the  satellites  of  power,  and  is  the  tri- 
umph of  order  and  morality  ;  peace  will  restore  tranquillity  to  families;  the  workman 
will  dedicate  himself  to  his  workshop,  in  order  to  attend  to  the  education  of  his  child- 
ren; the  women  will  wipe  their  tears;  the  horrible  hectacombs  which  are  now  in 
Atexalto,  Ovejo,  Tampico,  the  citadel,  and  other  points,  will  have  disappeared  forever; 
for  from  this  day  forward  the  constitution  of  ',57  will  not  be  a  beautiful  illusion,  be- 
cause we  have  sworn  to  sustain  it  at  the  cost  of  our  blood,  and  do  so,  that  its 
bountiful  sap  may  vivify  all  the  children  of  the  great  Mexican  family. 

Group  yourslves,  then,  fellow-citizens,  under  this  banner,  and  when  it  waves  majes- 
tically over  the  national  palace,  you  will  see  the  titles  that  the  tyrants  have  founded 
disappear  as  if  by  magic  ;  among  such  titles  being  the  various  monopolies  that  the 
political  sons  of  the  usurper  of  the  rights  of  the  people  now  possess. 

And  you,  companions  in  arms,  who  from  this  moment  commence  to  suffer  the  pen- 
alties of  the  campaign,  ought  to  be  proud  because  you  work  for  the  regeneration  of 
the  people,  which  labor  will  soon  bo  concluded,  for  the  victory  will  be  ours,  owing  to 
your  valor,  because  you  are  Mexicans,  and  defend  the  most  holy  cause  of  free  nations. 
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Figfht,  then,  with  faith,  and  victory  will  crown  our  eflforts,  and  all  the  free  nations  of 
the  world  will  send  us  their  blessings,  because  the  cause,  which  you  defend  is  the  cause 
of  hnmanitv. 

MIGUEL  NEGRETE. 
Hacienda  of  Atlamaja,  Navemher  20,  1871. 


[IncloAare.— Translatioii.] 
PR0CLA3UTI0N  OF  GENERAL  ALATORRE. 

The  general  of  divislonj  Ignacio  B.  Alatorre,  to  his  subordinates  : 

Companions  :  General  Porfirio  Diaz  has  thrown  down  the  glove,  trampling  under 
foot  the  titles  with  which  you  have  honored  him,  despising  the  distinctions  which  the 
nation  awarded  him  for  the  loyal  and  patriotic  conduct  that  was  supposed  of  him. 
He  has  raised  the  standard  of  rebellion,  to  drive  us  anew  into  parricidal  struggles. 
•What  cause,  what  principles  does  he  invoke?  What  great  interest  leads  him  to  this 
criminal  act  t  The  nation  and  yourselves  know  very  well !  General  Diaz  rebels  because 
he  has  not  been  elected  president  of  the  republic,  and  pretends  to  seize  by  violence  that 
which  the  popular  vote  of  his  fellow-citizens  has  denied  to  him.  This,  companions,  is 
the  sad  reality,  notwithstanding  that  insidious  proclamations  and  false  acts  invent 
distinct  causes ;  men  of  heart  will  not  see  anything  in  them  but  stupid  pret/CxtB. 

Behold,  then,  the  Mexican  Cincinnati  parodying  the  celebrated  Santa  Anna. 

Comrades!  the  troops  and  the  nation,  anxious  for  the  indispensable  peace,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  the  progress  that  the  supreme  government  aims  at,  are  duelling  in  a  terrible 
contest.  Let  us  accept  it,  then,  for  it  is  our  duty,  and  because  far  above  us  weighs  the 
sacred  oblij^ation  to  sustain,  at  the  cost  of  our  blood,  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  law, 
and  the  national  government. 

Let  us  march  tranquilly  to  th«  battle-field ;  we  shall  not  be  responsible  for  the  deso- 
lation of  our  soil ;  we  shall  not  have  to  reproach  ourselves  with  the  tears  that  will 
flow,  with  the  blood  shed,  nor  with  the  national  ruin ;  these  horrors  will  fall  back 
upon  those  who  promote  the  tumult  and  mutiny,  and  who  have  caused  so  many  evils 
to  the  republic. 

My  friends,  you  will  soon  go  and  fight.  I  have  nothing  to  recommend  to  you,  be- 
cause I  know  that  discipline,  valor,  and  honor  are  gifts  which  shine  in  you.  I  know 
that  you  fulfill  your  duties,  performing  your  noble  mission  as  warriors  without  hate  or 
rancor.  The  fatherland  already  considers  you  as  its  best  sons,  and  you  know  how  to 
answer  to  it  with  dignity. 

Forward,  comrades!  remember  that  the  nation  is  leaning  on  you,  and  that  its  tran- 
quillity and  progress,  yet  once  again,  depends  upon  your  valor  and  intrepidity. 

Forward!  in  whatsoever  situation  you  may  find  yourselves,  there  will  be  always  at 
your  side  your  friend  and  companion. 

I.  R.  ALATORRE. 

Headquarters,  Acatlan,  November  23, 1871. 


[Inclosore.— Translation.  ] 
PROCLAMATION  OF  GENERAL  ALATORRE. 

The  general-tn-chief  of  the  division  of  operations  over  the  insurgents^  to  the  Oaxaoan  people  : 
Fellow-Citizens:  When  the  national  government  sent  me  to  the  State,  in  order 
to  re-establish  peace,  disturbed  by  the  lamentable  errors  of  some  of  its  children,  it 
was  not  only  guided  by  the  fulfillment  of  the  first  of  its  most  precious  duties  as  the 
supreme  authority,  but  also  by  the  desire  of  emancipating  you  from  the  tyranny  exer- 
cised by  a  government  without  titles  to  hold  it — titles  wnich  it  broke  by  separating 
itself  from  the  federation,  and  abusing  the  power  which  the  people  and  the  constitu- 
tion confided  to  it  in  order  to  promote  its  happiness  and  welfare. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  entering,  with  the  sound  of  war,  into  one  of  the  most  heroic 
States  of  the  republic;  but  the  evils  existing  in  it  are  alone  owing  to  the  rebels, 
against  whom  my  action  will  be  direct  and  energetic — not  against  the  peaceful  people, 
not  against  the  honorable  citizens,  toward  whom  I  bind  biyself  in  the  most  vehement 
sympathies  and  the  most  sincere  afiection. 

My  stay  in  this  magnificent  State  will  be  merely  transitory ;  but  there  shall  be 
established  in  it  peace  and  public  confidence  ;  there  shall  be  reorganized  in  it  a  just 
and  constitutional  government ;  and  there  shall  be  enjoyed  in  it  all  kinds  of  guaran- 
tees. ,,    ^ 
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One  of  the  inconveniences  which  has  impeded,  durinfj  the  last  few  years,  the  progress 
of  the  State,  has  heen  its  bad  liscal  system,  that,  exacting  from  commerce  and  landed 
property  the  most  exorbitant  contributions,  has  obstructed  the  roads  of  labor,  industry, 
agriculture,  and  the  arts,  which  to-day  are  buried  in  sad  decadence.  My  efforts  shall 
be  dedicated  to  the  liberty  of  commerce,  sis  also  to  break  the  dikes  which  retain  the 
fountains  of  public  riches,  in  as  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power. 

Fellow-citizens,  in  order  that  with  the  honorable  men  my  mission  may  be  one  of 
peace,  and  purely  a  reorganizing  one,  for  that  I  need  your  aid,  which  I  hope  you  will 
not  deny  to  me  ;  for  that  end  you  are  invited  by  your  fellow-citizen  and  friend, 

I.  R.  ALATORRE. 

Headquarters,  Acatlan,  Novemhej'  23. 


No.  271. 

Mr.  kelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  477.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  November  28, 1871.     (Received  December  26.) 
Sir  :  I  inclose  a  translated  copy  of  a  decree  that  was  adopted  by  the 
congress  of  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  on  the  9th  instant,  and  signed  by  the  • 
governor,  Felix  Diaz,  the  brother  of  General  Diaz. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


( Inclosnre.— Translation.] 
decree  of  the  congress  of  the  state  of  OAXACA. 

secretary's  office  of  the  state  of  OAXACA.— section  3 — GOVERNMENT. 

The  citizen  goveraor  of  the  State  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  decree  that 
follows : 

.  "Felix  Diaz,  general  of  brigade  and  constitutional  governor  of  the  free  and  sover- 
eign State  of  Oaxaca.  to  its  inhabitants:  Know  ye,  that  the  congress  of  the  same 
State  has  been  pleased  to  decree  the  following : 

"  decree  no.  27. 

"  Considering  that  in  the  federal  elections  of  last  Jnne  and  July  the  agents  of  the 
executive  power  having  had  reconrse  to  violence,  to  bribery,  and  to  falsification,  de- 
prived a  great  portion  of  the  Mexican  people  of  all  liberty  ; 

'*  That  since  the  first  preparatory  meeting  in  the  revision  of  powers  and  in  the 
installation  of  the  congress  it  has  failed  in  the  orders  of  the  law,  arbitrarily  excluding 
many  legitimate  representatives,  and  giving  a  seat  in  the  chamber  to  others  without 
legal  right ; 

*'  That  in  the  computation  of  votes  for  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  more  than  a 
million  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  left  without  votes,  and  more  than  fifty  districts 
without  representation ; 

"That  the  parliamentary  majority,  created  by  these  means,  is  entirely  factitions,  and 
that  the  endeavors  of  the  legitimate  representatives  who  remain  in  the  chamber  are 
powerless  to  save  the  public  liberty  and  institutions ; 

"That  the  present  change  of  the  federal  executive  and  his  agents  in  the  congress 
propose  to  destroy  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  centralizing  all  the  powers  under  the 
pretext  of  authorizations,  which  greatly  exceed  the  spirit  of  the  29th  article  of  the 
constitution ; 

"Considering,  lastly :  That  the  civil  war  has  broken  out  in  all  the  extension  of  the 
republic,  and  that,  between  the  people  who  are  rising,  in  defense  of  their  righta,  and 
the  usurpers  of  suffrage,  the  State  of  Oaxaca  has  the  duty  to  go  out  in  defense  of  its 
oonstitntion  and  of  its  laws,  the  congress  of  the  same  State  decrees: 

*'Ain'icLK  1.  The  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Oaxaca  re-assumes  its  sovereignty,  and 
protests  its  respect  to  the  federal  constitution  of  1857.  ^   .       . 
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"Article  2.  It  invites  the  other  States  of  the  republic  to  provide  for  the  reconstrnc- 
tionof  the  fetleral  powers,  by  means  of  aa  assembly  of  representatives  popularly  elected 
by  the  same  States. 

"Akticle  3.  To  the  executive  of  the  State  there  is  given  the  faculty  to  provide  for 
the  emergencies  of  the  situation. 

"  Given  at  the  palace  of  the  supreme  powers  of  the  State  of  Oaxxica,  the  8th  day  of 
November,  1871. 

"F.GARCIA,  President. 

"  S.  LUENGAS. 

"GABRIEL  SERRANO. 

"M.  JIMENEZ. 

"ALBINO  ZERTUEHE. 

"J.  FENOCHIO. 

"JOSfi  MARIA  YRIGOYEN. 

"A.  CASTILLO. 

"  M.  SAENS  PARDO. 

"J.  ITURRIBARRIA. 

"JOSfi  MARIA  PARDO. 

"FRANCISCO  CARRANZA. 

"A.  HXMOS,  Secretary, 

"J.  MUNOZ,  Secretary, 

"And  I  order  the  foregoing  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  complied  with. 
"  Palace  of  the  constitutional  governor  of  the  State.    Oaxaca,  November  9,  1871. 

"  F.  DIAZ. 
"To  Citizen  Albino  Lopez, 

"  chief  Cla'k  charged  with  the  Secretaryship  of  the  State,^^ 

And  I  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  consequent  effects. 
Country  and  liberty ! 
Oaxaca,  November  9, 1871. 

ALBINO  LOPEZ, 

Chief  Ckik, 
To  the  political  chiefs  of . 


No.  272. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  478.]  United  States  Legation, 

Mexicoj  November  29,  1871.     (Received  December  26.) 

Sir:  For  the  past  three  weeks  the  Mexican  congress  has  been  almost 
exclusively  occupied  in  the  discussion  of  the  law  conferring  extraordi- 
nary faculties  upon  the  President,  and  the  suspension  of  certain  con- 
stitutional guarantees.  Notwithstanding  the  absolute  necessity  for  the 
adoption  of  this  measure,  in  view  of  the  critical  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, it  has  been  vigorously  opposed,  not  only  by  the  revolutionary  party, 
but  also  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Lerdo.  I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation 
of  the  proposed  law,  (A  and  B.)  The  first  three  articles  have  been 
adopted  by  majorities  ranging  between  thirty  and  forty  votes,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  fourth  and  last  firticle  will  be  approved  during  the 
present  week.  I  also  inclose  a  synopsis  of  a  speech  delivered  in  con- 
gress by  Mr.  Mariscal,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  17th  instant, 
which  has  been  severely  criticised  by  opposition  speakers  and  papers, 
because  of  his  allusions  to  the  probable  action  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  incursions  of  filibusters  in  the  northern  States,  unless  the 
rebellion  should  be  speedily  suppressed,  (C.)  I  also  inclose  the  official 
report  of  Mr.  MariscaFs  speech,  (D.) 

On  the  20th  instant  the  honorable  Estanilao  Caiiedo  (Lerdista)  made 
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a  notable  speeeb,  in  whicb  tbe  relations  between  Mexico  aud  the  United 
States  were  freely  discussed,  a  synopsis  of  which  I  also  inclose,  (E.) 
I  am,  &;c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Icclosnre  B.^-Trauslation.] 
PROJECT  OF  LAW. 

Article  1.  There  is  dcclai'ed  in  force,  until  a  raontli  after  the  next  re-nnion  of  con- 
gress, the  factions  1,  3,  and  4  of  article  1,  and  the  articles  2,  :t,  4,  5,  6,  7,  13,  14,  and  15 
of  the  law  of  the  17th  of  January,  1870,  on  the  sahject  of  extraordinary  faculties,  and 
that  article  8  is  to  be  modified  in  the  following  terms :  "  From  the  moment  that  a  mili- 
tary man  commences  to  work  with  arms  in  his  hands,  rebelling  against  the  constituted 
authorities,  or  that  a  civilian,  in  the  same  manner,  commits  exactions  or  violence  against 
any  one,  the  crime  ceases  to  be  merely  a  political  one,  and  enters  into  the  sphere  of  a 
public  one." 

Article  2.  The  armed  military  chief  of  a  sedition  and  the  soldiers  in  active  service, 
from  a  sergeant  upward,  who  desert  to  the  enemy,  shall  be  judged  according  to  the 
proceedings  of  article  10  of  the  snid  law  of  the  17th  of  January,  1870 ;  in  the  same  man- 
ner shall  be  judged  military  men  not  in  active  service,  and  civilians,  who,  having  taken 
up  arms  against  the  government,  relapse  into  the  same  crime ;  for  that  same  reason,  the 
law  of  the  6th  of  December,  1856,  is  declared  to  be  in  force,  its  articles  6  and  54  and 
the  exception  established  in  article  5  being  abolished. 

Article  3.  The  executive  is  authorized  to  dictate,  in  the  branch  of  war,  all  the  ne- 
cessary dispositions  for  the  re-establishment  and  conservation  of  the  public  peace,  and 
is  equally  authorized,  in  the  treasury  branch,  that,  for  the  same  object,  it  may  com- 
mand funds,  being  able  to  impose  contributions  and  make  the  necessary  outlays,  under 
the  conception  that  the  Statues,  districts,  and  territory  bear  in  uniformity  the  charges 
which  are  decreed,  and  that  the  payments  which  are  made  to  the  government  for  du- 
ties, set  forth  in  the  laws  dictated  up  to  now,  shall  be  verified  in  the  same  manner  that 
these  laws  determine. 

Article  4.  The  executive  shall  give  an  account  of  the  use  they  have  made  of  these 
faculties  in  the  period  of  sessions  immediately  upon  the  termination  set  forth  ia  ar- 
ticle 1. 


(Inclosnre  C— Translation  ] 

SYNOPSIS  OF  THE   SPEECH  OP  MR.  MARISCAL,  DELIVERED  IN  CONGRESS 

NOVEMBER  17,  1871. 

Gentlemen:  A  young  orator  of  the  opposition  party  made  a  speech  which  would  be 
alarming,  were  it  not  so  notoriously  unfounded.  He  said  that  Minister  Romero  was 
delivering  the  treasury  department  to  other  persous,  in  order  to  goat  once  to  the  United 
States,  with  the  view  of  negotiating  the  American  protectorate  over  our  republic.  I 
was  not  present  at  the  time,  but  Mr.  Romero  was,  and  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
deny  such  an  accusation.  His  very  presence  gave  the  lie  to  this,  for  he  could  not  be 
resting  in  the  hall  and,  at  the  same  time,  giving  u])  the  business  of  his  department. 
Nevertheless,  to  plense  several  friends  of  the  administration,  I  come  here  to  manifest  to 
congress  that  the  President  of  the  republic  has  not  thought,  nor  will  ever  think,  of 
soliciting  the  protectorate  of  the  United  States  nor  that  of  any  other  nation.  How 
could  he,  who  maintained  so  nobly  the  Mexican  fla^  in  Chihuahua,  and  Paso  del  Norte, 
have  done  this?  He,  who  knew  how  to  resist  the  influence  of  a  friendly  and  neigh- 
boring government,  when,  through  a  laudable  feeling,  it  interfered  between  the 
usurper  and  national  justice. 

I  should  offend,  geutlemeu,  the  illustrious  antecedents  of  Mr.  Juarez,  were  I  to  im- 
pugn a  speech  which,  through  condescension  alone,  I  have  come  here  to  contradict,  aud 
which  I  leave  to  your  good  judgment.  It  is  true  that  there  is  great  danger  for  the 
honor  of  the  country,  perhaps  even  for  its  independence  aud  the  integrity  of  its  terri- 
tory, but  this  danger  does  not  originate  with  the  administration,  but  in  the  revolution 
and  anarchy. 

No  one  denies  that  our  country  has  been  judged  with  much  severity,  owing  to  its 
chronic  anarchy  since  the  independence,  producing  the  phenomenon  of  humiliating  pov- 
erty in  the  midst  of  elemental  riches. 

Since  tlie  war  of  reform  which  immediately  occasioned  the  foreign  usurpation,  our 
spirit  of  resistance  knew  how  to  apply  itself  to  noble  and  great   deeds.     The  world 
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looks  at  us  with  curiosity,  desiring  to  prove  by  our  example  if  the  love  of  independ- 
ence and  the  constancy  to  defend  it  are  sufficient  to  allow  of  a  nation  governing  itself; 
if  democratic  institutions  are  peculiar  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  or  if  they  will  also 
serve  for  other  people,  as,  for  example,  the  Latin  race. 

Thus,  if  we  were  to  succeed  in  establishing  liberty  and.democratic  institutions,  our 
triumph  would  be  immense  and  enviable,  because  we  should  have  confounded  those 
who  caluminate  us,  and  prove  the  possibility  of  every  people  governing  itself. 

But  if  we  fall  anew  into  anarchy,  we  should  be  declared  incapable  of  self-govern- 
ment. Our  very  glories  would  be  turned  against  us,  for  it  would  be  said  that  our  re- 
sistance against  a  foreign  government  and  monarchy  was  inspired  by  our  feelings  of 
disorder  against  all  government ;  it  would  be  said  that  what  we  call  our  heroic  patri- 
otism is  no  more  than  the  vice  of  resorting  to  arms  our  love  of  insurrection  and  the 
sad  advantage  of  being  able  to  repeat  such  things  eternally. 

If  such  things  continue,  we  shall  have  shown  to  the  universe  that  we  are  incapable 
of  being  governed  either  by  ourselves  or  by  the  liberal  constitution  of  '57 ;  and  that 
we  ere  a  people  without  hope  or  future,  and  without  any  capacity  for  material  progress. 
They  will  say,  we  are  a  very  valiant  people,  but  of  the  valor  which  also  belongs  to 
other  semi-barbaric  peoples.  They  will  pretend  to  treat  us  like  they  treat  the  people 
of  Asia  and  Africa,  where  every  stranger  of  a  Christian  land  considers  himself  alone 
subjected  to  his  own  consul.  And  have  we  thought  what  this  signifies?  This  dishonor 
of  poor  Mexico  would  not  be  alone  the  insuflferable  humiliation  of  each  Mexican  in  the 
presence  of  any  foreigner;  not  alone  the  absolute  loss  of  honor,  the  most  precious  virtue 
of  a  nation  as  it  is  of  an  individual ;  but  would  also  be  our  material  ruin,  the  loss 
of  all  our  hopes  to  save  us  and  make  us  progress  in  the  future.  For  then,  gen- 
tlemen, it  would  be  impossible  to  hope  for  emigration,  without  which  little  could  be 
done.  It  would  be  also  impossible  to  hope  for  foreign  industry  and  capital ;  little 
could  be  done  in  any  new  country  which  has  not  had  time  to  form  its  own  industry  and 
capital ;  far  less  so  in  Mexico,  where  the  capitals  which  before  existed  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  so  much  adversity. 

What  confidence  would  then  remain  to  induce  the  risking  of  a  single  dollar  in  a  Mex- 
ican undertaking,  when  even  now,  for  example,  the  telegraph  of  the  northern  frontier 
has  been  broken  into  a  thousand  pieces  and  robbed  of  afl  its  apparatus,  as  the  savages 
of  the  western  prairies  of  the  neighboring  nation  would  not  rob.  And  this  destruction 
has  been  made  by  the  **pronunciado8"  to  the  property  of  an  American  company, 
which,  after  the  most  lively  excitement  on  our  part,  unites  their  wires  to  ours,  in  order 
to  put  us  in  communication  with  all  the  known  world — another  improvement  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  another  motive  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  of  disconfidence  of  all 
undertakings  with  us ;  and  this  because  the  "  pronunciados  "  have  consummated  their 
destructions  in  the  name  of  liberty  and  free  suffrage,  and  other  blasphemies  common  to 
the  revolutionists.^ 

Let  congress  pardon  me  if  I  have  stopped  to  lament  an  act  that  appears  of  secondary 
importance;  nevertheless,  it  is  one  that  will  injure  our  republic.  My  wish  was  to  bring 
forward  a  recent  example  of  the  discredit  into  which  we  may  fall,  and  why  we  shall 
injure  special  foreign  interests,  through  these  "  pronunciamentos "  which  have  com- 
menced ;  and  this  discredit  will  not  only  bring  about  the  loss  of  all  hopes  of  material 
development,  but  will  also  occasion  a  nearly  inevitable  danger  of  losing  the  inde- 
dendence  at  least  of  one  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

It  pleases  me  in  acknowledging,  because  I  do  not  doubt  it,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  does  not  think  to  acquire  unjustly,  or  with  force,  or  by 
means  of  diplomacy,  any  portion  of  our  territory,  but  it  may  change  the  officers  of  that 
Government,  and  may  ferment  in  that  people  the  desire  to  acquire  new  dominions,  and 
all  its  governments  have  the  end  to  make  some  concesssion  to  so  characteristic  a  de- 
sire. This  assuredly  led  the  great  statesman  Seward  to  the  acquisition  of.  the  frozen 
deserts  of  Alaska,  and  this  may  have  led  the  illustrious  President  Grant  to  promote, 
with  great  pains,  the  annexation  of  Santo  Domingo.  Let  us  now  consider,  gentlemen, 
in  what  manner  a  portion  of  our  territory  might  be  useful  to  the  United  States.  They 
will  certainly  not  take  it  away  from  us  by  force  while  we  keep  a  decent  peace,  and 
while,  under  the  shadow  of  a  government  fairly  respected,  they  may  be  able  to  realize 
l^reat  roads  of  communication  and  other  undertakings  that,  at  the  same  time  enrich- 
ing our  country,  strengthening  its  independence,  and  consolidating  its  internal  peace, 
will  be  useful  for  the  whole  of  humanity. 

But  if.  by  fresh  and  prolonged  seditions,  we  make  such  undertakings  impossible;  .if 
we  frighten  away  the  enterprising  spirit  of  our  neighbors :  if  we  oppose  an  obstacle 
to  the  general  good,  shutting  the  door  to  our  own  weliare,  what  better  pretext, 
gentlemen,  coula  wo  give  to  the  American  filibuster,  who,  in  order  to  prove  his  ambi- 
tious views  to  be  honest,  would  take  on  his  side  the  interests  of  commerce,  industry, 
and  universal  progress  t  What  better  occasion  could  we  give  him  to  develop  it  with 
the  applause  of  other  nations,  we  being  surprised  in  a  debilitated  state,  exhausted  by 
our  internal  quarrels,  developing  it  with  such  force  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  contain  him?    I  can  assure  congress  that  if,  unfortunately,  the  anarchical  revolution 
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which  has  broken  ont  in  onr  soil  shoald  be  prolonged,  there  will  be  projects,  perhaps 
filibustering  expeditions,  which  will  make  still  more  critical  and  affecting  the  situa- 
tion of  the  republic.  For  such  a  motive,  I  sincerely  believe  that  the  revolutionists 
who  know  this,  those  who  reflect  attentively  on  this  and  nevertheless  insist  in  their 
seditious  plans,  will  be  as  blind  as  traitors,  and  will  be  traitora  in  the  full  extension  of 
the  word. 

Menaced  by  such  terrible  evils,  what  shall  be  the  preventive  with  which  to  drive 
them  off ;  what  shall  be  the  means  of  avoiding  the  prolongation  of  anarchy  T  It  cannot 
be  other  than  to  strengthen  the  executive,  not  only  with  the  faculties  you  have  voted, 
but  with  the  sincere  union  of  all  patriots,  all  good  Mexicans.  The  executive  believes 
its  present  elements  sufficient  to  suffocate  the  sedition  already  commenced  and  men- 
acing to  be  fermented  ;  it*  confidence  leans  on  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  tired  of 
so  many  struggles,  productive  only  of  new  misfortunes. 

But  your  union  is  more  important,  so  that  tbe  action  of  the  executive  may  be  prompt 
and  effectual.  In  the  name,  then,  of  the  patriotism  which  I  cannot  deny  to  you,  I 
conjure  the  members  of  the  minority  against  Mr.  Juarez  to  put  at  one  side  all  resent- 
ments, whether  just  oi^  unjust,  as  also  all  party  spirit,  excusable  in  other  circum- 
stances, but  may  be  criminal  in  the  face  of  the  present  ones.  I  beg  them  to  save  the 
honor  of  our  country,  and  to  conjure  away  the  danger  of  suffering  a  diminution  of 
independence  or  national  territory.  Gentlemen,  you  have  come  to  this  rigorous  aud 
inevitable  alternative,  either  to  establish  legal  order,  or  to  prolong  anarchy  with  all 
its  crimeis  apd  horrors.  The  election  does  not  appear  doubtful,  and  I  flatter  myself 
with  the  hope  that  you  will  elect  the  patriot  that  your  consciences  have  doubtlessly 
indicated  to  you. 


[Inolosiire  D.— Translation.! 
Sessions  of  the  20th  November,  1871. 
SPEECH  OF  THE  DEPUTY  CANEDO. 

As  the  united  committees  have  not  replied  to  the  orators  who  have  just  occupied 
the  tribunal,  attacking  the  article  under  discussion,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  rectifying 
Qome  of  the  ideas,  in  virtue  of  which  the  minist-er  of  foreign  affairs  has  wished  to 
impress  upon  the  chamber,  in  order  to  incline  its  vote  in  favor  of  the  extraordinary 
faculties,  that  the  present  disturbances  may  bring  with  them  the  complication  of  an 
invasion  of  our  territory  by  the  United  States,  under  the  cover  of  Texan  filibusterism. 

I  am  persuaded  that  such  a  fear  from  the  lips  of  the  principal  organ  of  the  cabinet 
has  only  been  the  effect  of  an  oratorical  effort,  and  not  in  any  way  the  expression  of  his 
convictions,  as  no  one  better  than  his  excellency  knows  the  principles  which  guide  the 
policy  of  the  neighboring  Republic,  from  having  had  the  honor  of  representing  Mexico 
lately  near  the  Government  at  Washington.  But  as  the  manifestation  to  which  I 
refer  has  alarmed  some  of  the  deputies,  and  caused  a  profound  sensation  in  the  public, 
as  appears  by  the  commentaries  of  the  press,  I  haye  deemed  it  convenient  not  to  allow 
this  incident  to  pass  unperceived,  when  it  is  so  easy  to  calm  the  imagination,  and 
dissipate  the  unfavorable  impression  that  may  have  been  caused  by  the  delusive  f«ir 
of  any  international  conflict,  in  addition  to  the  serious  events  at  home,  which  are  ex- 
citing the  whole  nation. 

Were  the  neighboring  Republic  to  entertain  the  intention  or  desire  of  availing 
itself  of  our  political  disturbances,  and  favor  an  armed  invasion  against  Mexico,  it 
would  bo  necessary  that  its  Government  should  completely  hold  in  oblivion  all  the 
interests  created  by  the  late  civil  war,  which  entirely  changed  the  state  of  that  coun- 
try. It  would  be  requisite  that  it  should  separate  itself  from  the  line  of  conduct- 
which  it  has  hitherto  observed  for  the  consolidation  of  the  important  anti-slavery 
principles  established  after  so  long  and  fearful  a  war,  and  that  it  should  propose  to 
itself  the  flattering  of  the  interests  and  aspirations  of  the  vanquished  slavery  element, 
the  only  one  that  would  be  favored  by  a  war  with  Mexico,  or  the  annexation  of  any 
portion  of  our  territory. 

The  interests  of  the  Government  at  Washington  and  those  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are,  to-day,  intimately  leagued  with  those  created  in  our  republic,  by 
the  triumph  of  the  political  and  social  principles  emanating  from  the  constitution 
that  governs  us — a  constitution  almost  identical  in  its  spirit,  and  even  in  its  text,  with 
that  which  serves  as  the  fundamental  covenant  of  the  American  people.  This  unison 
of  interests  between  both  the  neighboring  republics  is  so  certain,  that  no  one  can  ob- 
serve the  steps  of  the  one  without  comprehending  that,  to  a  certain  degree,  they  must 
affect  the  other ;  influencing  in  the  development  of  those  republican  and  democratic 
principles  which  both  have  adopted  as  their  guide,  as  also  in  the  development  of  their 
respective  elements  of  wealth  and  prosperity,  which  now  cannot  be  placed  in  opposi- 
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tion  to  each  other,  as  frequently  happened  before  the  war,  or  when  the  American  Gov- 
emment,  under  the  political  influence  of  the  men  of  the  South,  thought  of  extending 
slavery,  at  any  cost,  by  means  of  the  absorption  of  our  northern  States. 

I  can  foresee  the  reply  that  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  is  about  to  make  me.  He 
will  at  once  say  that  no  one  doubts  the  truth  and  justice  of  all  I  am  stating;  that  he  is 
the  firsii  to  corroborate  my  assertions,  because  he  has  had  occasion  to  study  closely  the 
policy  and  tendency  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  suspicion  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment might  invade  our  territory  in  view  of  the  disturbances  we  are  suffering  had 
never  crossed  his  imagination,  but  that  that  which  the  Government  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  would  certainly  not  do,  might  be  attempted  by  that  important 
and  spurious  element  called  filibusterism. 

This  explanation,  entirely  conformable  with  the  words  of  the  organ  of  the  cabinet, 
would,  notwithstanding,  lead  to  an  absolute  misapprehension  of  the  direction  our 
neighbors  have  given  to  their  present  policy.  In  the  same  manner  in  which  they  have 
blotted  out  from  their  Federal  compact  the  stain  that  appeared  upon  it  from  the  shame- 
ftil  pest  of  slavery,  they  are  endeavoring  to  show  to  the  world  that  they  completely 
reject  the  ancient  spirit  of  conquest,  which  had  pre-occupied  their  various  administra- 
tions previous  to  the  anti-slavery  war.  And  it  is  necessary  to  confess  that  this  new 
policy  does  not  exist  simply  as  a  vain  theory,  but  that  it  has  been  carried  into  actual 
practice,  with  resolution  and  firmness,  in  every  case  since  the  triumph  of  the  North. 

Let  us  look,  for  instance,  at  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Government  at  Washington 
in  nullifying  and  putting  down  the  Fenian  invasion  of  Canada;  remarking,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  annexation  of  that  English  colony  would  be  as  advantageous  to- 
day to  the  triumphant  element  in  the  United  States  as  the  annexation  of  our  frontier 
States  would,  at  no  distant  time  since,  have  been  to  the  slavery  party.  And  other 
proof,  not  less  remarkable,  is  the  resolution  with  which  it  has  persisted  in  not  interfer- 
ing in  the  Cuban  question,  notwithstanding  the  sympathies  for  the  cause  of  independ- 
ence and  republican  principles  which  that  heroic  Spanish  colony  is  struggling  to 
establish.  Moreover,  the  decision  of  the  Senate  is  still  fresh  by  which  it  rejected  the 
pretension  made  by  the  Republic  of  Santo  Domingo  to  be  annexed  to  the  American 
Union,  and  thus  furnishing  to  their  navy  a  predominant  position  in  the  Antilles. 

With  these  facts  before  us,  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  how  the  executive  can  fear  that 
a  few  filibusters,  dispersed  on  the  borders  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  should  mock  at  the  policy 
of  the  Goveriiment  at  Washington,  and  escape  from  its  powerful  action,  satiating 
their  depraved  instincts,  and  throwing  down  the  gauntlet  to  two  nations  united  by 
the  link  of  common  interest. 

It  remains,  therefore,  without  doubt,  that  the  deputies  can  vote  against  the  extra- 
ordinary faculties  without  the  fear  that  their  vote  may  be  susceptible  of  influencing 
in  any  way  the  illusion  of  an  invasion  by  American  filibusters,  whose  belligerent  ardor, 
on  the  other  hand,  would  be  impotent  to  overcome  even  the  isolated  and  prompt  ac- 
tion of  our  frontier  possessions,  as  we  have  seen  on  former  occasions. 

There  is  another  error,  which  I  think  it  requisite  to  correct  in  proof  of  impartiality, 
as  it  will  tend  to  relieve  the  executive  from  a  charge  made  against  it  in  the  warmth 
of  a  brilliant  discourse.  As  a  member  of  tb'e  committee  of  inspection  of  the  fifth  con- 
stitutional congress,  I  had  occasion  to  examine  the  accounts  presented  by  the  govern- 
ment during  the  last  few  years  to  the  accountant-generars  department,  and  I  can, 
therefore,  testify  that  among  them  there  was  found  the  detailed  distribution  of  the 
funds  produced  to  the  exchequer  from  the  contract  relating  to  the  colonization  of 
Lower  California. 

After  these  rectifications,  I  must  dedicate  a  few  words  to  the  first  article,  which  gave 
rise  to  them. 

I  believe  that  the  executive  has  mistaken  its  course,  in  dedicating  its  attention  so 
exclusively  to  armed  repression — to  the  action  of  material  force.  1  believe  that  in  or-  , 
der  to  suffocate  the  rebellion  which  is  spreading  through  the  country,  the  federal 
troops  would  suffice,  if  it  consisted  only,  as  the  minister  of  war  has  assured  us,  in  chas- 
tising disorders,  and  in  enervating  the  propagation  of  robbers,  kidnappers,  and  com- 
mon disturbers. 

I  believe  that  the  situation  should  be  considered  in  another  point  of  view ;  proving 
that  what  is  now  required  of  the  executive  to  continue  the  same  course  lately  fol- 
lowe<l  is  not  an  indefinite  amount  of  discretionary  power,  nor  the  use  of  bayonets,  nor 
the  terror  caused  by  scaffolds,  but  the  desire  to  satisfy  the  exigencies  of  our  society, 
exasperated  by  so  many  abuses,  and  under  the  oppressions  of  which  it  is  victim ;  the 
resolution  of  applying  itself  to  render  a  more  just  tribute  to  the  moral  force  of  the  na- 
tion— to  that  force  which  it  has  completely  ignored  and  deprecated. 

In  place  of  the  sad  picture  presented  to  us  a  few  days  since  by  the  organ  of  the 
executive,  and  the  analysis  he  gave  of  the  political  and  social  state  of  the  Mexican 
nation,  snfi'ering  under  new  convulsions ;  in  place  of  insinuating  that  the  civilized 
world  would  consider  our  present  misfortunes  and  disorder  as  symptoms  of  decrepitude 
and  decay  among  an  nngovernable  people ;  in  place  of  exhibiting  Mexican  society 
as  the  sole  canse  of  our  revolutionary  commotions,  and  its  inquietude  and  insubord- 
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ination  as  responsible  for  the  blood  a^ifain  spilt,  I  believe,  truthfully  and  sincerely, 
that  the  minister  might  have  discovered  the  causes  of  the  crisis  through  which  the 
country  is  passing  in  the  abuses  and  offenses  committed  by  the  executive  itself,  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  and  text  of  our  fundamental  laws. 

How  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  a  people  like  the  Mexicans,  so  jealous  of  their  liberty 
and  rights,  can  witness  impassibly  and  with  the  resignation  the  cabinet  would  wi^ 
for,  that  their  municipal  liberties  are  trodden  down  in  the  most  scandalous  manner, 
and  substituted  by  the  old  colonial  laws  issued  in  1813  ?  How  are  they  submissively 
to  allow  the  progressive  and  systematic  nullification  of  the  federal  compact,  by  means 
of  the  constant  interference  of  the  executive  in  questions  relating  to  the  interior  gov- 
ernment of  the  States,  whose  sovereignty  is  now  nothing  more  than  a  vain  word  and 
without  practical  sense  t  How,  to  conclude,  can  they  siippose  that  the  people  can  quietly 
submit  to  the  audacious  falsification  of  the  popular  suffrage,  by  the  oppression  of  brute 
force?  The  executive  has  converted  the  governments  of  the  free  and  sovereign  States 
of  the  federation  into  blind  instruments  of  its  views  and  interests.  By  establishing  a 
criminal  complicity  with  the  governors,  with  the  legislatures,  and  with  the  tribunals, 
it  has  suffocated  by  force  every  element  that  was  not  assimilated  to  its  absorbing  and 
domineering  policy. 

Still,  there  are  some  States  that  have  been  enabled  to  resist  a  similar  oppression. 
Well,  then !  Do  you  believe  that  when  the  extraordinary  faculties  asked  for  by  the 
first  article  now  under  discussion  be  granted,  they  will  escape  from  the  power  that 
has  bound  and  subjected  the  other  portions  of  our  federation?  No,  sirs !  the  slow  work 
of  the  executive  will  follow  up  its  course,  and,  within  a  few  months,  instead  of  a  popu- 
lar democratic  representative  republic,  we  shall  have  nothing  but  a  confirmed  central- 
ism, under  the  mask  and  w^ith  the  appearances  of  a  federal  compact. 

These  being  the  marked  tendencies  of  the  executive  during  the  last  twelve  months 
of  its  administration,  I  cannot,  in  conscience,  in  the  matter  ot  the  concession  of  extra- 
ordinary faculties,  give  a  vote  of  thanks  that  would  sanction  the  blows  given  to  muni- 
cipal liberties,  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  to  the  independence  of  popular 
suffrage. 


No.  273. 
Mr.  Nelson  io  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  479.]  XJnited  States  Legation, 

MexieOj  November  29, 1871.    (Received  December  26.) 

Sir  :  The  revolution  which  has  so  long  threatened  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  the  country  has,  since  the  date  of  my  last  general  dispatch,  been 
declared  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  several  of  the  States  of  the  repub- 
lic. The  ^' pronuncianienio^  of  General  Porfirio  Diaz  was  immediately 
followed  by  similar  manifestoes  from  a  number  of  other  insurgent  chief- 
tains, all  based  upon  substantially  the  same  grounds,  and  each  recogniz* 
ing  General  Diaz  as  their  leader. 

The  theater  of  the  most  import-ant  military  operations  for  the  present 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  frontier  between  the  States  of  Puebla  and  Oax- 
aca.  After  fortifying  the  city  of  Oaxaca,  General  Diaz  moved,  with 
about  lour  thousand  men,  toward  the  northwest,  in  the  direction  of 
Huajuapam,  probably  with  the  design  of  marching  on  Puebla:  but  a 
superior  government  force,  under  the  command  of  General  Alatorre, 
having  been  concentrated  near  the  point  indicated,  he  retired  some  dis- 
tance, and  when  last  heard  from  was  marching  toward  Tehuacan,  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  State  of  Puebla.  In  that  vicinity  he  will  probably 
encounter  a  large  government  force,  under  the  command  of  General 
Bocha.  The  federal  troops  are  within  convenient  proximity  for  purposes 
of  co-operation.  A  battle  is  imminent,  and  is  expected  to  occur  within 
twenty-four  hours.  The  united  government  force  investing  the  State  of 
Oaxaca  cannot  be  less  than  ten  thousand  men,  who  are  generally  well 
armed  and  disciplined.  If  there  shall  be  no  serious  defections  among 
those  troops,  the  result  of  the  expected  battle  cannot  be  doubtful. 

A  battle  took  place  on  the  14th  instant  at  Ometepec,  on  the  western 
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frontier  of  the  State  of  Gaerrero.  A  s;na11  insurgent  force,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Jimenez,  was  completely  routed  by  the  federal  general, 
Felipe  Rodriguez. 

Very  little  intelligence  has  been  received  in  this  capital  from  the  seat 
of  war  in  Nuevo  Leon.  There  has  been  no  mail  or  telegraphic  communi- 
cation with  the  extreme  northern  States  for  several  weeks.  It  is  yet 
doubtful  whether  the  insurgents  under  General  Trevino  have  succeeded 
in  capturing  Saltillo. 

The  insurgent  general,  Donato  Guerra,  after  defeating  the  troops  of 
the  government  in  the  State  of  Durango,  took  and  yet  retains  possession 
of  the  capital  of  that  State. 

Affairs  present  a  threatening  aspect  on  the  Pacific  coast.  A  commu- 
nication from  our  consul  at  Mazatlan,  dated  the  lOth  instant,  informs 
me  that  the  government  troops  at  Guaymas  had  pronounced,  murdered 
their  officers,  and  taken  possession  of  between  eighty  and  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  the  custom-house;  and  I  have  just  learned  that  a 
similar  event  has  occuiTcd  at  Mazatlan. 

The  whole  country  appears  to  be  in  a  great  state  of  alarm  and  confu- 
sion ;  business  is  paralyzed,  and  murder,  robbing,  and  kidnapping  are 
the  order  of  the  day.  Eobberies  of  stagecoaches  have  been  so  frequent 
of  late  that  several  important  lines  have  been  withdrawn.  Even  the 
large  cities  furnish  very  little  security  to  person  and  property. 

1  can  perceive  no  remedy  for  this  terrible  condition  of  affairs  but  in 
the  complete  success  of  the  federal  arms. 
I  am,  &e., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  274. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  482.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  December  4,  1871.  (Received  January  2.) 
Sir  :  On  the  1st  instant,  President  Juarez  entered  upon  his  new  presi- 
dential term.  The  inauguration  took  place  in  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  majority  of  the  members  of  congress, 
the  diplomatic  corps,  and  a  large  concourse  of  people.  It  was  notice- 
able that  the  partisans  of  General  Diaz  in  congress  were  absent,  while 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Lerdo  answered  the  roll-call.  The  President,  upon 
entering,  was  enthusiastically  received.  After  taking  the  oath  of  office, 
he  delivered  an  address,  a  printed  translation  of  which  is  inclosed,  (A.) 
Don  Alfredo  Chavero,  tne  president  of  congress,  responded  on  behalf  ot 
that  body.  A  copy  of  his  address  is  also  inclosed,  (B.)  These  addresses, 
it  will  be  perceived,  are  replete  with  patriotic  sentiments,  and  are  hope- 
ful and  buoyant  in  tone.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony,  the  bells 
of  the  cathedral  were  rung,  and  one  hundred  guns  were  fired  in  the 
plaza  in  front  of  the  palace,  while  the  national  flag  was  raised  upon  all 
the  public  buildings.  The  flags  of  the  different  legations  and  consulates 
in  the  city  were  also  displayed.  At  night  the  grand  plaza  and  many 
public  and  private  buildings  were  illuminated.  Contrary  to  the  general 
expectation,  nothing  occurred  to  mar  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
occasion. 

In  the  afternoon,  with  the  other  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  I 
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called  upon  the  President,  and  congratulated  him  upon  his  re-inaugura- 
tion, and  expressed  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  speedy  and  permanent  establishment  of  peace,  and  the 
progress  and  prosperity  of  the  republic.  The  President  returned  his 
thanks,  alluded  to  the  cordial  relations  existing  between  our  respective 
governments,  which  would  be  strengthened  and  continued  during  his 
administration,  and  expressed  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  speedy 
restoration  of  peace  throughout  the  country. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosare  A.] 

SPEECHES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  AND  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  MEXICAN  CONGRESS,  AT  THE  INAUGURATION  OF  THE  NEW  PRESI- 
DENTIAL TERM,  DECEMBER  1,  1871. 

Citizen  Deputies  :  On  protesting  before  the  congress  of  tbe  union  the  loyal  and 
patriotic  fulfillment  of  the  difficalt  trust  conferred  upon  me,  for  a  new  constitutional 

Eeriod,  by  the  election  of  the  people  and  their  legitimate  representatives,  I  compre- 
end  the  immense  responsibility  that  is  about  to  weigh  upon  my  conscience.  Even 
under  circumstances  less  hazardous,  this  tmst  is  accompanied  by  a  compromise  of  exceed- 
ing gravity,  on  account  of  the  struggle,  which  has  to  last  for  sometime,  in  our  country 
against  the  elements  hostile  to  peace,  order,  and  democratic  institutions.  But  when 
to  these  ordinary  difficulties  are  added  those  which  arise  from  so  threatening  a  rebel- 
lion as  that^'whidi  has  just  broken  out,  the  responsibility  I  now  accept  would  com- 
pletely overwhelm  my  spirit  if  I  did  not,  as  I  do,  firmly  believe  that  my  most  power- 
ful support  will  be  the  i^ood  sense  of  the  nation,  so  anxious  for  peace,  and  the  dominion 
of  the  laws  it  has  sanctioned. 

Ever  since  the  glorious  conquest  of  our  independence,  our  country  appears  to  be  con- 
suming itself  in  unfruitful  struggles,  which  have,  notwithstanding,  revealed  at  times 
the  instinct  of  the  people  contending  to  shake  off  ancient  prejudices,  in  which  were 
entailed  the  interests  of  privileged  classes.  At  last  a  complete  victory  was  gained 
over  these  intt^rests,  and  the  principles  proclaimed  by  the  revolution  of  Ayutla  and  the 
laws  of  reform  were  established.  At  the  same  time  the  constitution  which  now  rules 
us  was  secured,  and  with  it  the  cardinal  principle  of  all  political  organization,  that 
of  legality — that  of  subjection  to  the  will  of  the  people  expressed  in  the  only  way 
founded  by  that  people.  It  was  in  vain,  therefore,  that  the  vanquished  interests 
leagued  together,  and,  in  a  struggle  of  three  years,  endeavored  to  destroy  the  principle 
of  legality  conquered  in  union  with  that  of  reform.  In  vain  they  prolonged  a  fratri- 
cidal war;  neither  that  desperate  effort,  nor  the  foreign  assistance  to  which  they  ap- 
pealed, were  sufficient  to  overthrow  so  precious  a  con(iuest.  In  spite  of  the  war  from 
abroad,  and  of  the  usurping  administration  to  which  it  gave  origin,  the  legal  tradition 
established  since  1857  has  been  faithfully  pursued. 

This  circumst^ince,  more  than  any  other,  has  constituted  the  moral  force  of  the 
government,  before  which  all  the  aspirations  and  all  the  political  passions,  in  their 
highest  effervescence,  have  fallen  to  the  ground.  This  has  been  the  emblem  of  peace 
and  of  order  in  midst  of  all  the  disturbances  that  have  arisen  ;  the  anchor  of  salva- 
tion in  the  storm  that  menaced  the  national  independence.  To  this  it  is  owing  that, 
at  the  present  time,  in  the  field  of  international  rights  and  discussion,  we  can  sustain, 
without  fear  of  i:eply  from  friends  or  enemies,  that  the  act«  of  the  administration 
founded  by  the  invaders  are  void  of  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  nation,  because  the 
existence  of  tbe  lawful  government  was  never  interrupted  for  one  moment.  And  this 
conquest,  the  most  important  of  all,  without  which  all  the  others  would  be  ephemeral, 
is  that  which  the  concoctors  of  the  rebellion  now  threatening  us  pretend  to  sacrifice. 
Once  again,  with  the  greatest  possible  efforts,  gathering  together  all  the  elements  of 
evil  and  private'discontent,  reuniting  all  the  force  of  disorder  and  crime  fomenting  in 
our  society,  the  militarism  of  former  times  raises  its  flag  against  the  standard  of  le- 
gality— the  sacred  standard  that  has  saved  the  republic  in  its  greatest  dangers.  Their 
object  is  to  demolish  the  work  that  has  been  consolidated  in  fourteen  years  of  immense 
sacrifices,  and  bring  us  back  to  the  period  when  a  revolution  only  signified  the  change 
of  the  individuals  in  power,  leaving  the  field  open  to  other  aspirants  equally  fortu- 
nate. Their  proTuises  are  as  flattermg  as  those  of  all  the  leadersof  sedition,  and,  for  the 
sake  of  ridicule,  they  invoke  the  reigning  constitution,  confessin*g  that  they  intend  to 
reconstruct  it  by  arbitrary  means. 

Such  is;  citizen  deputies,  the  seditious  movement  which  has  broken  the  public  peace  ; 
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and  such  will  be  in  their  principal  tendencies,  all  those  that,  with  whatsoever  pretext, 
may  rely  upon  the  force  of  arms,  thereby  audacionsly  pretending  to  interpret  the  will  of 
the  people  against  that  which  is  laid  down  by  its  legal  organs.  No  precedents,  no  pa- 
triotic services  can  ever  sulfice  to  justify  so  sad  an  error  ;  the  nation  will  always  con- 
demn it  as  a  crime  ;  because,  if  the  good  sense  of  Mexicans  has  progressed  in  anything, 
after  their  long  and  painful  experience,  it  is  in  comprehending  the  preference  of  na- 
tional institutions  and  interests  over  the  merits  of  those  men  who  nave  once  served 
thera. 

To  sacrifice  order,  and  freely-adopted  laws  to  the  plans,  more  or  less  illusive,  of  one 
man,  meritorious  as  he  may  bo  supposed  t^  be,  would  be  to  plunge  us  in  an  unlimited 
anarchy;  to  completely  ruin  all  the  elements  of  prosperity  in  the  country;  to  destroy, 
perhaps  forever,  our  reputation  in  the  world,  and  hereafter  compromise  our  independ- 
ence itself. 

Now  that  we  are  threatened  with  these  evils,  the  inevitable  consequence  of  new  dis- 
orders, if  tiiey  are  not  promptly  repressed  ;  now  that  all  that  is  most  sacred  to  society 
is  in  danger,  it  is,  without  doubt,  the  first  and  preferential  duty  of  the  executive  with 
all  possible  promptitude  to  re-establish  peace  and  order  wherever  they  may  be  found  to 
liave  been  interrupted,  preventing  by  every  means  in  its  power  that  such  interruption 
should  spread  over  other  parts  of  the  republic. 

The  solemn  protest  under  which  I  have  just  bound  myself  before  you,  citizen  depu- 
ties, imposes  upon  me  this  duty  above  all  others ;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  fulfill  it  with- 
out sparing  any  effort,  even  subordinating  to  it,  for  the  moment,  other  necessities  of 
the  executive,  notwithstanding ;  and  as  far  as  the  primary  exigency  of  pacification  will 
permit,  I  shall  take  care  that  none  of  the  requirements  of  public  service  shall  be 
neglected.  My  principal  ideas  respecting  its  different  branches  are  known  ;  and  indeed 
I  had  the  honor  of  declaring  them  to  this  present  congress  on  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sions, alluding  to  various  matters  under  discussion  or  to  be  presented  to  the  assembly. 
It  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  new  details  upon  those  matters  undoubtedly  of  vast  im- 
portance, but  the  interest  of  which  is  subordinate  to  the  re-establishment  of  peace  and 
the  salvation  of  our  institutions  from  the  danger  that  threatens  them.  Tlie  nrst  thing 
is  to  attend  to  the  removal  of  so  immediate  a  danger,  and  afterward,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  occupy  ourselves  in  cementing  certain  advances  laboriously  attained  in  mat- 
ters of  admiustration  and  in  realizing  several  reforms  that  are  indispensable  for  the 
future. 

In  the  arduous  task  I  am  about  to  undertake,  commencing  by  repressing  a  sedition 
which,  if  prolonged,  would  be  of  incalculable  consequences  to  the  republic,  I  count, 
citizen  deputies,  on  your  patriotic  and  enlightened  co-operation.  When  the  people  see 
their  most  precious  interests  in  imminent  danger,  it  appears  to  me  impossible  that 
their  representatives  should  fail  to  co-operate  efficiently  in  saving  them — impossible 
that  they  should  fail  to  assist  the  executive  in  this  endeavor,  when  it  is  bound  to  defend 
order  and  the  laws  whenever  they  are  seen  to  be  abruptly  menaced  by  force. 

All,  and  each  of  you,  with  the  elevated  character  of  representatives  of  the  people ;  all 
and  every  Mexican,  no  matter  what  may  be  your  opinions  and  antecedents,  shall  have 
the  way  free  to  assist  the  administration  in  its  difficult  undertaking,  and  the  services 
you  may  render  in  behalf  of  the  countiy  will  be  received  with  sincere  gratitude,  and 
with  that  spirit  of  fraternity  that  ought  to  prevail  among  good  citizens.  Such  will 
be  the  conduct  of  the  executive,  for  such  is  its  unquestionable  duty;  and  solely  in  this 
manner  shall  I  be  enabled  to  fulfill  the  obligations  that  I  have  now  taken  upon  myself, 
pledging  mj'^  honor  and  conscience  before  the  representatives  of  my  country. 


[IncloBure  B. — Translation.] 
Reply  of  ih4i president  of  the  chamher,  Alfredo  Chavero. 

Citizen  President  :  The  solemn  act  of  your  protest  in  the  moments  of  the  rebellion 
taking  up  arms  against  our  fundamental  charter,  attempting  to  destroy  it  with  the 
saber,  is  the  moat  energetic  manifestation  tliat  the  country  could  make  that  the  time 
has  passed  when  the  destinies  of  the  republic  could  be  decided  on  the  field  of  battle. 
To-day  the  people,  lovers  of  the  institutions  that  have  cost  them  so  much  blood,  re- 
solve their  future  in  the  field  of  the  law. 

It  has  been  fortunate  that,  after  so  many  years  of  disturbances  and  tumults,  which 
have  always  given  a  spurious  origin  to  our  governments,  we  have  separated  from  so  bad  a 
course,  with  the  constitution  of  1857  as  our  guide.  You,  who  had  taken  this  as  your 
banner,  on  proclaiming  reform  against  the  retrocession  of  reaction,  and  on  sustaining 
the  justice  of  our  indei)endence  in  the  face  of  traitors  and  the  armed  intervention,  know 
better  than  others  that  there  now  exists  no  other  road  to  reach  power  than  that  of 
the  legal  path.  For  this  reason  the  republic  rejoices  to-day,  because  it  sees  that  you 
receive  the  power  not  from  the  law  of  force,  but  from  the  force  of  the  law. 

When  any  one  of  those  leaders  has  occupied  the  presidency,  by  opening  their  road 
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by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  he  has  presented  himself  bestatned  witli  blood  and  accom- 
panied by  the  groans  of  his  victims ;  but  when  that  position  is  reached  by  the  solemn 
and  x»acitic  vote  of  the  people,  the  one  elected  carries  with  him  the  blessings  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  The  tirst  presents  himself  in  the  palace,  as  in  an  encampment ;  the 
second,  as  in  a  temple. 

Before  thi^spectacle — before  this  solemn  manifestation  of  the  vote  of  the  republic — 
what  are  rebellions  worth  f  How  can  they  last,  if  the  breath  of  the  national  will  dis- 
pels them  as  if  they  were  the  fantastic  creations  of  the  mist  f 

Evil,  which  will  always  endure  up  to  the  last  moment  in  opposition  to  good,  rises 
to-day  in  the  form  of  rebellion — a  rebellion  which  cannot  be  called  revolutionary,  be- 
cause it  does  not  proclaim  any  ideas  of  redemption,  any  emancipation,  or  any  sacrifice  ; 
a  rebellion  that  only  seeks  the  presidential  chair,  driving  before  it  all  that  hinders  its 
road — congress,  the  supreme  court,  and  the  constitution  itself;  a  rebellion  headed  by  a 
former  chief,  the  more  culpable  the  higher  the  republic  had  elevated  him  in  its  esteem 
and  glory. 

In  a  situation  so  serious,  Citizen  President,  you  are  about  to  commence  your  new  ad- 
ministration, and  with  reason  you  have  said  that  your  first  and  most  urgent  care  must 
be  the  re-establishment  of  peace.  Congress  trusts  that  this  benefit  will  soon  be  ac- 
quired. Congress  has  witnessed  the  good  sense  of  the  whole  nation,  as,  the  electoral 
struggle  having  concluded,  all  the  States  accept  the  result  with  the  exception  of  Nuevo 
Leon  and  Oaxaca,  and  they  have  found  no  echo,  unless  it  be  among  the  apprehenders 
■  of  the  **  conductas,"  (convoys  of  specie,)  or  those  who  attack  the  railroads. 

Congress,  which  has  not  failed  to  observe  with  inquietude  this  revolt,  is  now  author- 
izing the  executive  with  the  view  that,  being  sufficiently  strengthened  with  faculties, 
it  may  terminate  the  insurrection  within  a  short  time,  and  which,  with  reason,  has 
been  called  the  last  of  our  revolutions. 

The  conclusion  of  the  war  will  arrive  ;  you  will  have  re-established  peace ;  and  af- 
terward you  will  still  have  to  fulfill  a  more  important  duty — to  endow  the  republic 
with  a  solid  and  simple  administration.  Congress,  without  a  doubt,  will  take  a  very 
active  part  iii  so  grand  a  work,  as  peace  will  not  be  possible,  nor  will  the  happiness  of 
the  country  bo  so  either,  until  the  estiuiates  of  the  revenue  and  expenses  shall  have 
found  their  equilibrium,  until  our  credit  shall  bj©  re-established,  our  territory  trav- 
ersed by  railways,  and  all  the  administrative  branches  shall  be  conducted  without 
trammels,  and  within  the  orbit  of  the  law.  To  comply  with  this  is  the  sacred  com- 
promise that  you  have  contracted,  and  congress  has  heard,  with  great  satisfaction, 
that  you  demand  the  co-operation  of  all  Mexicans,  compi-ehending  that  you  are  not  the 
head  of  a  party,  but  the  President  of  the  republic.  You  have  consummated  reform,  and 
thereby  regenerated  the  moral  part  of  the  nation ;  you  have  sustained  the  second  war 
of  independence,  consigned  our  republican  ideas  to  triumph,  aud  saving  the  honor  of 
Mexico.  Now  crown  your  labor;  invigorate  the  body  of  the  republic  with  the  adminis- 
trative measures  that  may  be  requisite  to  give  it  strength,  and  then,  by  establishing 
wise  institutions  for  a  basis,  the  nation  will  be  euabl^  to  construct  the  temple  of 
peace  on  a  sure  foundation.* 


^o.  275. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  481.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  December  9,  1871.     (Received  January  2,  1872.) 
Sir  :  The  discussion  of  the  bill  conferring  extraordinary  powers  upon 
the  president  was  terminated  on  the  1st  instant,  and  the  measure  was 
adopted  substantially  as  reported  by  the  committee.     Unlimited  power 
is  given  to  the  president  in  the  departments  of  war  and  finance,  and 
certain  individual  guarantees  are  suspended  until  one  month  after  the 
beginning  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  in  May,  1872,  at  which  time 
the  executive  is  required  to  give  an  account  of  the  use  made  of  said 
powers. 
A  copy  and  translation  of  the  law  are  inclosed,  (A  and  B.) 
Congress  will  adjourn  on  the  15th  instant. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS.  H.  NELSON. 

*  The  last  paragraph  of  this  address,  having  boon  receired  in  an  imperfect  state,  is  omitted. 
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[iDclosnre  B.— Translation.] 

AMPLE  FACULTIES. 

Bexito  Juarez,  Constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico^  to  all  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof: 

The  congress  of  the  union  has  thought  proper  to  decree  the  following: 

The  congress  of  the  union  decrees  : 

Article  1.  The  fractions  1,  3,  and  4,  of  the  first  article,  and  the  whole  of  articles 
2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  13,  14,  and  15,  of  the  law  of  the  17th  of  January,  1870,  are  declared 
in  force,  up  to  one  month,  after  the  first  meeting  of  congress;  and  the  eighth  article  is 
modified  in  the  following  manner:  "Fromtlie  momenta  military  officer  commences 
with  arms  in  his  hands  to  rebel  against  the  constituted  authorities,  or  when  a  citizen 
acting  in  the  same  manner,  commits  exactions  or  violence  against  any  person,  the  crime 
will  cease  to  be  merely  political"  and  then  is  considered  as  an  ordinary  crime. 

Article  2.  The  chief  of  an  armed  rebellion  and  the  officers  in  active  service,  from 
sergeant  up,  who  go  over  to  the  enemy,  will  be  judged  as  is  prescribed  by  article  10  of 
the  aforementioned  law  of  the  17th  of  January,  1870.  Those  officers  who  are  not  in 
service  and  citizens,  who  take  up  arms  against  the  government,  to  commit  the  same 
crime,  will  be  judged  in  the  same  manner. 

The  law  of  the  5th  of  December,  1856,  is  declared  in  force,  (articles  6  and  54,)  and  the 
exsoption  established  by  article  8  being  revoked. 

Article  3.  The  executive  is  authorized  to  dictate  in  the  war  department  all  the  ne- 
cessary dispositions  to  re-establish  and  preserve  public  peace;  also  for  the  same  reason, 
in  the  treasury  department,  he  is  authorized  to  provide  resources,  having  the  power  to 
levy  contributions,  and  make  the  necessary  outlays ;  under  the  understanding  that  the 
states,  district,  and  territory  will  share  proportionally  the  contributions  that  may  be  de- 
creed, and  also  that  the  payments  made  to  the  government  on  account  of  duties  imposed 
by  the  laws  hitherto  decreed  will  be  nmde  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  these  laws. 

Article  4.  The  suspensions  of  guarantees  accorded  in  the  second  i)art  of  article  18, 
and  in  the  first  part  of  article  19  of  the  constitution,  refer  only  to  those  who  are  accused 
of  rebellion  against  the  constituted  authorities.  Those  who  commit  crimes  of  the  or- 
dinary character,  without  being  rebels  or  kidnappers,  Avill  enjoy  fully  all  the  individual 
guarantees  that  are  accorded  by  constitution. 

Article  5.  No  sentence  of  death,  pronounced  according  to  this  law,  can  bo  executed 
until  the  cause  is  forwarded  to  the  president  of  the  republic,  that  he  may  determine 
whether  pardon  be  granted  or  not,  either  officially  or  by  petition  of  the  party  inter- 
ested. 

Article  6.  If,  before  the  meeting  of  congress,  the  cause  that  gives  rise  to  the  sus- 
pension of  guarantees  should  have  ceased,  this  suspension  will  terminate  immediately, 
and  the  constitutional  articles  that  insure  individual  liberty  will  bo  reestablished  in 
their  full  force.  '    . 

Article  7.  The  executive  will  give  an  account  of  whatever  u.se  he  may  have  made 
of  these  faculties  in  the  forthcoming  period  of  sessions  mentioned  in  article  1. 

Hall  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  December  1,  1H71. 

ALFKEDO  CHA^^RO, 

President  of  Congress. 

Alberto  G.vrcia,  Jos6  P.  Nicoli, 

Secretaries, 

Whereupon  I  order  the  above  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  to  be  duly 
observed. 
Mexico,  Decem&er  2,  1871. 

BENITO  JUAKEZ. 


No.  276. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Xo.  483.]    •  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MeJincOj  December^  9,  1871.    (Received  January  2.) 
Sir:  On  the  3d  instant  tbe  insurgent-general  Porfirio  Diaz  com- 
nieuced  a  retrograde  movement  toward  the  defenses  of  tlie  city  of 
Oaxaca,  and  is  now  being  closely  pursued  by  the  forces  under  the  federal^ 
21  F  R  o   ^ 
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p:enerals  Alatorre  and  Rocfea.  A  telegram  from  General  Rocba,  dated 
the  6tli  instant  at  Teotitlan,  announces  a  skirmish  with  the  troops  of 
General  Diaz  near  Tecomavaca,  in  which  the  government  forces  were 
victorious,  killing  seven  men,  including  the  commanding  oflBcer,  Colonel 
Marquez,  and  taking  a  number  of  prisoners. 

General  Diaz  is  said  to  be  greatly  disappointed  because  of  the  want 
of  enthusiasm  with  which  his  revolutionary  movement  has  been  seconded, 
having  received  very  little  support  even  in  the  state  of  Oaxaca.  It  is 
probable  that  his  force  will  evacuate  the  city  of  Oaxaca  before  the  arri- 
val of  the  combined  forces  of  Alatorre  and  Eocha,  and  break  up  into 
predatory  bands,  for  purposes  of  robbery  and  plunder,  and  that 
General  Diaz  and  his  leading  officers  will  escape  from  the  country.  If 
General  Diaz  should  give  or  receive  battle,  he  will,  no  doubt,  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  government  troops. 

From  the  north  very  little  intelligence  has  been  received  for  several 
weeks.  The  rebel  General  Trevino  is  supposed  to  be  still  at  Monterey, 
organizing  his  army  with  a  view  to  operations  against  Saltillo,  but  the 
government  now  has  a  formidable  force  in  that  city  which  wilt  probably 
successfully  resist  any  attack  of  the  insurgents.  From  the  west  coast 
I  have  received  communications  from  our  consuls  at  Guaymas,  Mazat- 
lan,  Manzauillo,  and  La  Paz.  Under  date  of  November  6,  our  consul  at 
Guaymas  informed  me  of  the  revolt  of  the  federal  garrison  of  that  port, 
numbering  about  two  hundred  and  forty  men,  on  the  night  of  the  29tb 
of  October,  killing  their  commanding  officer  and  three  others,  and 
making  prisoners  the  remaining  officers.  The  command  was  assumed 
by  one  Jesus  Ley  va,  of  the  national  guard,  who  immediately  proclaimed 
Porfirio  Diaz  as  the  legitimate  president  of  the  republic.  They  held 
possession  of  the  town  for  four  days,  levied  a  forced  loan  upon  the  mer- 
chants of  $15,000,  and  compelled  Mr.  Bartwing,  the  Prussian  consul, 
who  had  just  received  a  cargo  of  goods,  to  pay  $30,000  in  cash  on  ac- 
count of  duties.  On  the  2d  of  November,  Leyva  embarked  with  his 
troops,  numbering  about  three  hundred  men,  and  started  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Ajiabampo,  the  coasting  port  of  the  town  of  Alamos.  I  have 
since  learned  that  he  entered  Alamos  on  the  9th  ultimo  without  oppo- 
sition. The  governor  of  the  State,  with  a  federal  force  of  about  six 
hundred  men,  is  reported  to  be  at  a  short  distance  from  Alamos,  and  has, 
no  doubt,  by  this  time  captured  or  dispersed  the  rebels. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  our  consul  at  Mazatlan,  dated 
the  20th  ultimo,  advising  me  that  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  that 
month  the  federal  soldiers  of  that  place,  led  by  their  colonel,  Palacios, 
left  their  barracks,  marched  through  the  city,  and  took  possession  of  the 
custom-house  and  the  government  house,  and  issued  a  "pronuncia- 
niento"  ])roclaiming  Porfirio  Diaz  president,  and  Mateo  Mogaua  pro- 
visional governor. 

In  anticipation  of  this  movement,  the  money  in  the  custom-house,  and, 
indeed,  most  of  the  money  in  the  city,  it  is  said,  was  placed  on  board 
the  United  States  steamer  Mohican.  Efforts  were  being  made  at  the 
date  of  the  said  communication  to  enforce  a  loan  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town.  I  have  since  learned  that  they  exacted  $30,000  from  the 
merchants. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  at  Mazatlan  that  the  fedor'^^l  troops  at 
La  Paz,  Lower  California,  have  pronounced,  and  that  Colonel  Drake 
De  Kay  and  party  were  driven  away,  on  the  8th  instant,  by  the  soldiers 
from  La  Paz. 

The  government  has  issued  decrees  declaring  the  ports  of  Salina  Cruz 
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and  Puerto  Angel,  in  Oaxaca,  and  those  of  Guaymas  and  Mazatlan, 
closed. 

On  the  whole,  the  military  situation  is  decidedly  favorable  to  the 
government,  and  I  shall  be  greatly  deceived  if  the  rebellion  should  not 
be  suppressed  in  every  part  of  the  republic  within  the  next  two  months. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  277. 
Mr.  N'elson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  487.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexlcOy  December  18, 1871.    (Received  January  11.) 
Sib  :  On  the  15th  instant  the  first  session  of  the  sixth  constitutional 
congress  adjourned  until  the  next  regular  session,  in  April,  1872. 

President  Juarez  delivered,  in  person,  an  address,  a  copy  and  trans- 
lation of  which  I  inclose,  (A  and  C.)    I  also  inclose  a  copy  and  trans- 
lation of  the  response  of  the  president  of  congress,  (B  and  D.) 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnre  C— Translation.] 

SPEECH  OF  TIIE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC,  DON  BENITO  JUAREZ, 
AT  THE  CLOSING  OF  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTH  CONSTITU- 
TIONAL CONGRESS,  DECEMBER  15, 1871. 

Citizen  Deputies  :  At  closing  the  first  period  of  sessions,  the  sixth  constitutional 
congress  can  congratulate  itself  with  the  idea  that,  in  the  presence  of  the  actual  crisis, 
it  has  effected  all  that  could  be  anticipated  from  its  patriotic  efl*orts.  In  the  first 
place,  by  the  election  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  it  has  given  a  legal  termination 
to  the  political  couteution  which  was  agitating  the  country,  and  which  thus  no  one  has 
been  able  to  renew  without  rebeUing  against  our  institutions. 

In  continuation,  you  have  discussed  and  approved  the  suspension  of  guarantees, 
initiated  by  the  executive,  in  view  of  the  extraordinary  and  difficult  events,  giving 
them,  moreover,  ample  authority  in  the  war  and  finance  departments.  Grateful  for 
this  confidence,  and  iu  the  fulfillment  of  my  duties  as  constitutional  ruler,  I  protest  to 
you  that  I  shall  make  use  of  the  faculties  you  have  invested  me  with  solely  iu  that 
which  may  be  strictly  indispensable,  and  for  the  time  necessary  to  re-establish  the 
dominion  of  the  law,  laying  them  on  one  side,  or  not  exercising  any  of  them,  as  I  have 
done  on  former  occasions,  oven  while  the  authorization  for  their  use  was  still  in  force. 

Lastly,  you  have  decreed  the  penal  code,  and  have  authorized  the  executive  to  carry 
into  effect,  provisionally,  the  law  of  proceedings  in  civil  and  criminal  matters  for  this 
district  and  Lower  California.  With  these  measures  a  great  benefit  has  been  obtained 
toward  moral  order;  the  immediate  adoption  of  a  clear  and  methodical  legislation, 
suited  entirely  to  the  necessities  of  the  times,  in  place  of  any  other  more  or  less  vague 
and  complicated,  or  opposed  to  the  principles  of  modern  civilization.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  these  new  legislative  decrees  will  be  imitated  or  adopted  entirely  by  the  other 
States  of  the  federation,  as  has  already  occurred  with  the  civil  code ;  and  then  the 
amelioration  to  which  you  have  so  prudently  given  your  sanction  will  become  of  gen- 
eral interest  for  the  republic.  Even  were  it  for  this  legislative  act  alone,  the  good  name 
of  the  sixth  constitutional  congress  would  bo  dow  preserved  in  our  parfiamentary 
annals. 

While  you  are  temporarily  resting  from  your  labors,  the  executive  will  direct  all  its 
efforts  to  extinguish  the  flame  of  the  rebellion  which  threatens  to  destroy  legal  order, 
and  therewith  all  the  hopes  of  our  population.  The  faculties  you  have  been  pleased 
to  confer  upon  me  would  not  sutfice  for  the  re-establishment  of  peace,  if  I  did  not 
count,  as  I  fortunately  do,  on  the  co-operation  of  the  i>eople  iu  general,  who,  day  by 
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day,  comprehend  their  interests  better  and  better— interests  identified  with  onr  institu- 
tions, and  threatened  with  death  by  the;  civil  war.  To  pnt  a  prompt  and  radical  end 
to  the  latter  is  all  that  can  bo  desired  for  the  present ;  and  to  attain  this,  I  trust  t-o 
be  assisted  by  your  counsels,  as  well  as  by  those  of  every  Mexican  who  loves  the  honor, 
independence,  and  happiness  of  his  country. 


fiDcIuaure  D.— Translation.! 

REPLY  OF  THE  PRESIDENT   OF    THE    CONGRESS.— SESSION   OF  THE  15TH 

DECEMBER,  1871. 

CixiZEX  President:  On  the  closing  of  the  first  period  of  ita  sessions,  the  sixth  con- 
stitutional congress  has  the  satisfaction  of  having  fulfilled  important  duties  in  resolv- 
ing the  serious  political  questions  presented  at  commencing  its  labors,  as  an  inheritance 
from  the  late  electoral  term.  The  revision  of  powers  required  the  lengthened  and  con- 
scientious attention  of  the  citizen  deputies;  and  they  had  also  to  occupy  themselves 
with  no  less  solicitude  in  the  presidential  election,  to  the  result  of  which  all  Mexicans 
were  looking  forward,  as  to  whether  it  were  to  be  the  contin nation  of  the  legal  regi- 
men or  the  beginning  of  anarchy.  The  solution  of  so  important  a  question,  although 
confirming  the  constitutional  tradition,  was  made  a  motive  for  the  dissatisfied  to  raise 
the  banner  of  rebellion.  Congress,  always  watchful  to  dictate  the  requisite  measures 
for  re-establishing  peace,  one  of  the  greatest  blessing  of  the  people,  occupied  itself  in 
a  detailed  and  rational  discussion  regarding  the  granting  ample  faculties  to  the  execu- 
tive in  the  war  and  finance  departments,  and  the  approbation  of  a  suspension  of 
guarantees,  and  thereby  give  additional  strength  to  the  authorities  charged  by  onr 
fundamental  charter  with  the  preservation  of  tranquillity  and  providing  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  republic. 

Matters  so  serious  require  to  be  fully  discussed,  and  have  consequently  occnpied 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  period  ending  to-day.  Notwithstanding,  congress"  has  found 
time,  not  only  to  attend  to  certain  ameliorations  in  the  states  and  other  aftairs  of  pri- 
vate interest,  but  has  also  been  enabled  to  decree  a  code  of  penal  laws,  which  has  been 
compiled  by  a  board  of  distinguished  counselors  named  by  the  executive,  to  take 
effect  in  the  district  and  territory  of  Lower  California,  as  respects  ordinary  crimes, 
and  in  the  w^hole  of  the  republic  as  regards  offences  against  the  federation. 

No  one  can  bo  ignorant  of  the  great  benelit  conferred  upon  the  country  by  this  decree, 
as  no  one  is  unacciuainted  with  the  important  service  rendered  by  the  promulgation  of 
the  civil  code,  which  has  now  become  a  general  law,  a  great  number  of  the  States 
having  adopted  it.  The  penal  code  is  a  matter  of  greater  interest  still,  because,  al- 
though the  civil  laws  which  formally  governed  us  were  antiquated,  it  is  also  certain 
that,  since  the  Roman  laws,  but  little  progress  has  been  made  in  civil  jurisprudence; 
but  this  has  not  occurred  respecting  penal  laws,  which  have  always  received  the  lienefi- 
cent  influence  of  social  improvement;  it  was,  therefore,  an  incomprehensible  absur- 
dity that  in  the  nineteenth  century  we  should  be  ruled  by  the  criminal  laws  issued  in 
the  Middle  Ages,  and  dictated  under  the  influence  of  the  fanaticism,  and  the  diti'erence 
of  the  classes  ruling  at  that  time,  which  was  a  species  of  chaos,  in  which  the  gestation 
of  modern  civilization  was  being  prepared  ;  laws  of  which  were,  therefore,  inapplicable 
in  general,  and  which  m.ide  room  for  arbitrariness  of  the  judges,  at  all  times  dangerons; 
laws  which  have  been  reformed  by  the  progressive  institution  of  trial  by  jury,  the 
adoption  of  which,  inspired  by  the  ideas  of  the  time,  has  been  developed  acconling  to 
the  conceptions  of  the  King  Alfonso  the  Wise,  at  the  commencement  of  the  elghteeutli 
century. 

These  slight  considerations  will  suffice  to  show  that  the  sixth  constitutional  congress 
has  inaugurated  its  labors  in  a  worthy  and  beneficial  manner,  and  with  a  constant 
view  to  advancement. 

But,  moreover,  experience  haa-ing  demonstrated  the  serious  difficulties  arising  from 
the  want  of  proceedings  analogous  to  the  ideas  of  the  codes  of  law,  this  congress, 
anxious  to  complete  its  work, has  authorized  the  executive  to  carry  out  the  respective 
laws  now  under  preparation.  Therewith,  Citizen  President,  we  shall  have  been  enabled 
to  improve  considerably  the   administration  of  justice  ;  one  of  the  afiairs  of  most  ini- 

?ortance,  as  closely  affecting  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  repub- 
ic. 

The  nation  is  persuaded  that  its  representatives,  animated  with  these  intentions,  will 
continue  their  exertions  in  its  behalf  in  the  coming  sessions.  Congress  expects  to  ded- 
icate itsi'lf  in  Aj>ril  next  to  so  desirous  a  task,  without  having  to  pre-occupy  itself  with 
political  disturbances,  a^  it  doubts  not  that  the  executive,  armed  with  sufficient  pow- 
ei-rt,  will,  ore  then,  have  re-established  peace,  and  will  be  able  to  deliver  over  to  the 
chamlMjr  the  powers  conceded  to  it,  and  return  to  the  inhabitants  t^e  guarantees  it  has 
bcou  requisite  to  suspend.  ^.^^.^^  ^^ GoOgle 
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No.  278. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fwh. 

No.  488.J  *  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  December  18,  1871.     (Received  January  11.) 

Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  that  1  addressed  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  on  the  13th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris,  to  the  Department  of  State, 
respecting  his  conduct  in  extending  his  good  offices  in  behalf  of  Mexi- 
can citizens  in  France,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  response  of  the  Secre- 
tiiry  of  State,  (A  and  B.) 

I  noV  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  translation  of  the  reply  of  the  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs,  dated  the  15th  instant,  (B,)  in  which  he  mani- 
fests the  gratitude  of  the  government  of  Mexico  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  our  worthy  representative  at  Paris,  for  the  good 
offices  of  our  legation  in  that  city  in  behalf  of  Mexican  citizens  in 
France,  and  requests  me  to  transmit  his  communication  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnre  A.] 

Mr,  Kelson  to  Mr.  Mariscal. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  December  13, 1871. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instnictions  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  United 
States  minister  at  Paris  to  the  State  Department,  Washington,  reporting  his  action  in 
extending  his  good  offices  in  behalf  of  Mexican  citizens  in  France,  and  also  a  copy  of 
the  reply  of  Mr.  Fish. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Ilnclosuro  B.— Translation.! 

Mr.  Mariscal  to  Mr.  Kelson. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico f  Vcccmher  15,  1871. 
Sir:  I  havehad  the  honor  toreceive  your  excellency's  note  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which, 
according  to  instructions  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
you  were  pleased  to  transmit  me  a  copy  of  a  note  which  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  had  addressed  to  his  Government,  advising  it  of  the  good  offices  with 
which  he  had  favored  the  Mexican  citizens  in  France ;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  reply 

fiven  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fish  to  the  said  minister,  approving  his  course,  and  authorizing 
im  to  continue  the  same,  if  the  French  government  shouhl  not  object  to  it. 

The  government  of  Mexico  havS,  on  a  previous  occasion,  manifested  its  gratitude  for 
the  good  offices  rendered  by  the  representative  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
France  in  behalf  of  the  Mexican  citizens  residing  in  that  republic,  and  it  is  again 
exceedingly  satisfactory  for  me  to  reiterate  that  manifestation,  by  means  of  your 
excellency,  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  its  worthy  representative  at 
Paris. 

Although  Mr.  Armand  Montluc  is  named  private  commercial  agent  of  Mexico  in  that 
city,  having  his  residence  No.  10  Rue  Notre  Dame  de  Lorette,  and  has,  conse<iuently,  under 
his  charge  the  care  of  the  interests  of  Mexican  citizens,  his  action  for  this  purpose  may 
in  many  cases  be  ineflfectual,  lacking  as  does  the  character  of  a  public  representa- 
tive, recognized  by  the  French  government.  For  this  reason,  in  similar  cases,  the  good 
offices  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  will  always  be  of  the  greatest  im- 
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I)ortance  for  Mexicans,  provided  that  th6y  be  allowed  by  the  French  authorities, 
as  has  been  tlie  case  up  to  the  present  time. 

Your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  known  this  communication  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  accept  anew  the  assurances  of 
the  high  consideration  with  which, 
I  am,  &c., 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 


1^0.  279. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish.  / 

No.  490.]  Legation  of  the  United  States,  * 

Mexico^  December  29,  1871.    (Received  January  11, 1872.) 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  my  last  general  despatch,  (December  9,)  the 
federal  troops,  under  Generals  Alatorre  and  Rocha,  were  on  the  borders 
of  the  States  of  Oaxaca,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Puebla,  observing  the  move- 
ments of  the  revolutionary  General  Porflrio  Diaz,  whose  intentions  were 
then  imperfectly  known.  Alatorre  was  at  Huajuapam  and  Diaz  had 
his  headquarters  at  Tlaxiaco.  Rocha,  after  pursuing  the  enemy's  cavalry 
as  far  as  Teotitlan,  had  returned  to  Tehuacan.  A  great  battle  was  ex- 
pected every  hour,  but  suddenly  General  Diaz  passed  directly  between 
the  two  federal  armies,  with  about  one  thousand  cavalry,  and  on  the  11th 
instant  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  Matamoras,  Ysucar,  in  the  State 
of  Puebla,  and  hastily  raised  a  small  forced  loan.  On  the  14th  instant 
he  entered  the  State  of  Morelos  and  attacked  Jonacatepec,  which  he  was 
unable  to  enter ;  thence,  turning  by  the  volcano  of  Popocatepetl,  and 
continuing  his  course  northward,  with  incredible  rapidity,  he  reached 
Chalco  on  Sunday,  the  16th  instant,  and  Tezcocoon  the  17th,  both  of 
which  cities  are  in  full  view  from  this  capitaL  After  resting  a  few 
hours  at  Tezcoco,  he  marched  for  the  Llanos  of  Apam.  On  the  19th  he 
he  was  at  Tlaxco,  in  the  State  of  Tlaxcala.  Here  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Indians  attemjiting  to  interrupt  his  passage,  he  routed  them, 
and  many  were  made  prisoners.  From  Tlaxco  he  passed  to  Chiqua- 
huapam,  from  there  to  Acatlan,  thence  to  San  Andres  Chalchicomula, 
thence  to  the  Canada  de  Yxtapa,  and  after  traversing  the  haciendas  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Talmacan,  arrived  on  the  2Gth  at  Teotitlan,  where 
it  is  supposed  he  is  at  this  moment.  During  that  rapid  march  of  fifteen 
days,  General  Diaz  was  closely  pursued  by  the  cavalry  of  General  Rocha 
and  by  another  force  sent  from  this  city,  under  the  command  of  General 
Flores,  but  he  has  hitherto  kept  a  few  hours  in  advance.  Rocha  arrived 
at  Tehuacan  before  him,  but  Diaz,  by  making  a  small  circuit,  avoided 
the  town. 

The  purpose  of  General  Diaz  in  making  this  extraordinary  detour  is 
not  obvious.  By  some  it  was  conjectured  that  he  intended  to  enter  the 
city  of  Mexico,  (then  defended  by  a  small  guard,)  where  a  general  up- 
rising in  his  favor  was  expected;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  his  object 
was  to  escape  from  the  federal  forces  that  were  closely  hemming  him  in, 
and  to  endeavor  to  augment  his  force  by  gathering  up  all  the  scattered 
bands  of  revolutionists  in  the  Valley  of  Mexico.  Whatever  his  design 
may  have  been,  the  movement  certainly  failed  in  accomplishing  any 
practical  result.  He  is  now  near  his  original  point  of  departure,  sur- 
rounded by  a  superior  force,  and  it  will  be  almost  a  miracle  if  he  again 
escapes. 

On  the  12th  instant  General  Alatorre  occupied  Tlaxiaco,  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  which  had  just  been  evacuated,  five 
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hundred  of  the  rebels  retiriug  to  Chilapilla,  and  the  remainder,  under 
the  command  of  General  Luis  Mier  y  Teran,  fortifying  themselves  at 
San  Mateo.  The  five  hundred  men  at  Chilapilla  were  routed  by  Gen- 
eral Oeballos  on  the  14th  instant.  Intelligence  has  just  been  received 
that  the  federal  general  Loaesa  had  overtaken  the  rebels  at  San  Mateo, 
where  a  desperate  battle  was  fought,  beginning  at  midnight  on  the  22d, 
and  terminating  at  7J  o'clock  next  morning.  At  that  hour,  says  Gen- 
eral Alatorre  in  his  dispatch  to  the  government,  *'  the  position  was 
taken,  with  all  the  artillery  of  the  rebels,  ammunition,  mules,  provisions, 
and  an  innumerable  amount  of  other  articles.  The  enemy  fled,  leaving 
a  large  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.'^ 

The  loss  of  the  federal  force  appears  to  have  been  heavy  also.  Gen- 
eral Leyva  was  killed;  General  Loaesa^  Colonel  Caceres,  and  many 
other  prominent  ofiBcers  were  wounded.  This  victory  will  have  an  im- 
portant influence  upon  the  cami)aign  in  Oaxaca,  and  will  probably  be 
the  last  considerable  battle  that  will  be  fought  in  that  State. 

To-day  General  Alatorre  is  expected  to  invest  the  fortified  city  of 
Oaxaca,  which  will  probably  surrender  after  a  few  days'  siege,  and  thus 
will  end  the  revolution  in  that  part  of  the  republic. 

In  the  north  it  is  conceded  that  the  rebel  general  Geronimo  Trevino 
has  occupied  the  city  of  Saltillo,  and  is  now  probably  marching  toward 
San  Luis  Potosi.  It  is  thought  that  he  is  in  a  critical  position,  with 
Generals  Palacias,  Cortina,  and  Cepeda  in  his  rear,  and  General  Corella 
with  a  respectable  force  in  front.  A  large  force  is  now  accumulating  in 
this  city  to  march  to  the  relief  of  San  Luis,  and  if  the  campaign  in 
Uaxaca  should  be  speedily  closed,  the  Government  will  have  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  troops  at  its  disposal  to  crush  the  revolution  in  the 
interior.    In  Queretaro  the  rebels  have  laid  down  their  arms. 

In  Scmora,  the  rebels  who  took  the  port  of  Guayma^  were  routed  at 
Alamos,  by  General  Pesquera.  All  the  chiefs,  and  most  of  the  garrison 
that  pronounced  at  Guaymas,  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  On  the 
24th  instant,  the  rebel  general  Garcia  de  la  Cadena  attacked  the  city 
of  Aguas  Calientes,  with  four  hundred  cavalry  and  one  hundred  infan- 
try, but  he  was  vigorously  met  and  finally  repulsed  by  General  Castillo. 

The  prospect  of  an  early  termination  of  the  rebellion  is  brightening 
every  day.  The  government  is  earnest  and  confident,  while  the  opposi- 
tion is  becoming  rapidly  demoralized.  It  is  now  manifest  that,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  restless  and  ambitious  spirits,  the  people  are 
tired  of  revolution  and  desire  peace.  If  the  expectations  of  the  govern- 
ment be  realized  in  the  prompt  suppression  of  the  revolution,  it  is  prob- 
able that  another  armed  insurrection  will  not  occur  during  the  present 
term  of  President  Jaurez's  administration,  or  perhaps  lor  many  years. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  usual  guards  on  the  high- 
ways and  in  the  towns  and  villages,  the  robbers  and  kidnappers  are 
committing  the  greatest  excesses  and  depredations.  Robberies  and 
murders  are  of  daily  occurrence,  and  it  has  become  unsafe  to  approach 
the  gates  of  this  city  or  visit  the  fashionable  drives  without  a  sufficient 
guard.  The  Mexico  and  Puebla  Railroad  has  recently  suffered  three 
attacks  from  these  banditti.  The  passengers  were  robbed  of  their  arms, 
and  in  some  instances  of  their  money  and  jewelry.  The  sUition-house 
at  Ometusco  was  attacked,  pillaged,  and  burned,  and  several  persons 
killed- 

The  revolution  suppressed,  the  government  will  no  doubt  occupy  itself 
in  the  destruction  or  dispersion  of  these  outlaws. 
I  have,  &C-, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSO^le 
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No.  280. 

Mr.  la^ehon  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  495.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  January  9,  1872.     (lleceived  January  29.) 

Sir  :  As  a  <*0Dseqiienc6  of  the  victory  obtained  on  tbe  23d  ultimo,  at 
San  Mateo  Sindebui,  by  tbe  forces  under  tbe  command  of  General 
Alatorre,  tbat  officer  moved  from  bis  headquarters  at  Nocbistlan  about 
the  30tb  ultimo,  penetrating  into  tbe  valley  of  Oaxaca.  On  tbe  3d  instant 
be  bad  invested  tbe  capital  of  tbe  State,  and  was  preparing  for  a  nigbt 
assault,  wben  tbe  commander  of  tbe  garrison  suiTcndered  tbat  city^ 
witb  its  forts,  artillery,  provisions,  and  four  hundred  men ;  tbe  remainder 
of  tbe  insurrectionary  forces,  with  tbe  two  brothers  Diaz  and  their 
princii>al  officers,  having  previously  made  good  their  escape  in  tbe  direc- 
tion of  Puerto  Angel,  the  nearest  sea-port  on  tbe  Pacific.  It  is  known 
that  a  vessel  has  been  lying  in  that  i>ort  for  tbe  past  two  months,  at 
tbe  orders  of  tbe  brothers  Diaz,  and,  should  they  succeed  in  embarking 
with  tbe  scanty  remnants  of  their  elements  of  war,  it  is  believed  that 
they  will  proceed  to  Mazatlan. 

The  significance  of  this  event,  as  demonstrating  the  utter  impotence 
of  General  J>iaz  in  his  own  State,  and  presaging  tbe  speedy  termination 
of  tbe  revolution,  is  unmistakable,  especially  wben  taken  in  connection 
with  tbe  fact  that  the  leaders  of  tlie  revolution  in  tbe  northern  States 
have  been  unable  to  make  any  pi^ogress  since  tbe  taking  of  Saltillo,  a 
month  since.  Serious  dissensions  have  occurred  between  Generals  Tre- 
vino  and  Pedro  Martinez  as  to  their  ]>lan  of  oi>eration,  and  the  former 
is  reported  to  have  retreated  with  bis  forces  into  his  own  State  of  Nuevo 
Leon.  Tbe  governor  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  General  Diaz  de  Leon,  who,  a 
few  days  ago,  protested  against  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  and 
left  that  State  with  several  hundred  troops,  has  again  recognized  Presi- 
dent Juarez,  and  placed  his  forces  at  his  disposal.  At  tbe  same  time^ 
General  Antillon,  governor  of  Guanajuato,  who  has  i)reviously  observed 
"  a  policy  of  neutrality,"  has  openly  taken  part  for  the  government  with 
tbe  numerous  forces  of  that  State. 

In  the  States  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa  the  situation  has  also  improved,, 
and  the  rebels  are  nearly  reduced  to  tbe  port  of  Mazatlan,  where  they 
have  made  themselves  so  unpopular  by  their  exactions  and  Ibrced  loans- 
tbat  even  tbe  anticipated  arrival  of  Porfirio  Diaz  will  scarcely  enable 
them  long  to  resist  tbe  advancing  forces  of  Governor  Eubi  and  those  of 
tbe  general  government. 

As  anticipated  in  my  last  general  dispatch,  the  successful  result  of 
tbe  campaign  against  Oaxaca  will  enable  the  government  to  employ 
several  thousand  of  its  best  troops  against  the  northern  States,  and  it 
maybe  confidently  anticipated  tbat  peace  will  be  soon  restored,  and 
tbat  tbe  stability  of  tbe  present  government  will  be  assured  for  four 
years  to  come. 

Under  date  of  yesterday.  President  Juarez  issued  a  decree  conferring 
tbe  government  of  Oaxaca  provisionally  upon  General  Alatorre,  until 
an  election  for  State  officers  can  be  held. 
1  am,  &C.3 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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Ko.  281. 

Mr.  Kelson  t-o  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  502.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  January  17, 1872.    (Received  February  2.) 

Sir  :  Since  the  occupation  of  Oaxaca  by  the  forces  of  General  Ala- 
torre,  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Mexico  has  not  essentially  changed. 
The  brothers  Diaz,  instead  of  having  fled  together,  as  was  at  first  an- 
nounced, separated  at  the  approach  of  the  federal  troops,  Felix  taking 
the  road  for  the  Pacific,  and  Porfirio,  with  his  principal  officers,  i)roceed- 
ing  northward,  through  the  Sierra  of  Ixtlan,  toward  the  State  of  Vera 
Cruz.  He  has  been  closely  pursued  by  the  forces  of  Alatorre  and  Eocha, 
but  the  government,  doubtless  for  good  reasons,  keeps  silence  as  to  his 
present  whereabouts.  It  is  believed  that  he  is  already  in  the  southern 
part  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Several  engagements  with  small  parties  of  the  insurgents  have  taken 
place  within  a  few  days,  and  all  of  them  resulted  in  favor  of  the  gov- 
ernment, but  no  new  battle  has  been  fought.  The  nation  seems  to 
have  become  satisfied  that  the  government  will  speedily  triumph,  and 
already  looks  forward  to  an  era  of  peace. 

It  is  thought  that  General  Rocha,  who  has  arrived  at  Tehuacan,  is  on 
his  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  to  embark  for  Matamoras,  and  attack  the  north- 
ern rebels  in  the  rear,  while  Generals  Corolla  and  Neri  press  them  in 
front. 

Mr.  Miquel  Castro  was  yesterday  appointed  by  the  President  as  pro- 
visional governor  of  Oaxaea. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOK 


No.  282. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  504.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  January  21  j  1872.  (Received  February  IG.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  copy  and  synopsis  (A  and 
B)  of  a  notable  article  upon  "  Cattle-stealing  on  the  Frontier,''  written 
by  Don  EmilJo  Velasco,  and  published  on  the  4th  instant  in  the  Siglo 
XIX,  of  which  paper  he  is  one  of  the  editors.  The  author  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  last  congress,  representing  the  northern  district 
of  Tamaulipas,  which  is  that  of  the  Texan  frontier,  and  he  was  formerly 
secretary  of  the  government  of  that  State.  He  belongs  to  the  Lerdista 
party,  and  consequently  his  opinions  and  suggestions  regarding  the  con- 
duct of  the  Mexican  government  in  this  matter  are  entitled  to  consider- 
able weight. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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[Inclosare  B.] 

CATTLE-STEALING  ON  THE  FRONTIER. 

By  Don  Emilio  Velasco. 

Summary  of  article  in  Siglo  X/X,  of  January  4,  1872. 

After  qnotinff  the  paragraphs  of  President  Grant's  late  message  which  relate  to 
Mexico,  Mr.  Velasco  observes  that  the  allusion  to  "  lawlass  persons  on  the  frontier" 
has  a  very  plain  meaning. 

For  three  years  past  the  owners  of  cattle-farms  in  Texas  have  complained  of  rob- 
beries by  parties  of  Mexicans,  and  particularly  since  General  Cortina  was  sent  to 
command  a  part  of  the  frontier  garrison.  From  that  time  it  was  charged  that  such 
robberies  were  connived  at  by  General  Cortina,  and  that  some  of  his  subordinates  even 
participated  in  them.  Without  presenting  any  specific  case  in  which  General  Cortina 
figures  as  an  accomplice,  it  was  alleged  that  neither  the  State  nor  the  federal  authori- 
ties on  the  frontier  of  Tamaulipas  were  able  to  resist  any  demand  of  General  Cortina, 
who  often  ordered  the  liberation  of  persons  accused  of  very  grave  crimes,  and  that 
many  of  the  cattle-robbers  were  on  intimate  terms  with  him.  From  these  facts  it  was 
inferred  that  the  condition  of  the  Mexican  frontier  aflforded  no  guarantees  of  good 
order,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  border  were  liable  to  still  further  dep- 
redations by  organized  Mexican  banditti,  protected  by  the  frontier  authorities. 

In  examining  these  complaints,  we  shall  endeavor  to  separate  what  appears  to  us 
exaggerated  from  that  part  in  which  we  think  the  American  government  entirely  in 
the  right. 

There  are  many  persons  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  who  live  by  crime,  especially 
by  smuggling  and  by  cattle-robbery.  There  is  nothing  strange  in  this,  for  we  have 
noticed  that  tbe  same  thing  happens  upon  nearly  all  frontiers.  Snch  persons  take 
refuge  alternately  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  and  generally  succeed  in  eluding  the  action 
of  the  laws  and  of  the  authorities  of  both  countries.  In  the  years  immediately  follow- 
ing the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  the  raising  of  cattle  in  Texas  had  not  yet  ac- 
quired its  present  importance,  while  the  haciendas  of  Tamaulipas  and  Nuevo  Leon 
possessed  great  numbers  of  cattle.  As  that  time  our  frontier  States  suffered  from  the 
same  evil  of  which  the  Texan  proprietors  now  complain. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Texan  authorities  of  the  interior  then  pursued  a  conduct 
different  from  that  of  the  authorities  along  the  Rio  Bravo.  The  former  comprehended 
the  evil  of  tolerating  such  deeds,  and  saw  that  it  was  probable  that  the  same  malefac- 
tors who  then  committed  robberies  in  Mexico  would  ultimately  perpetrate  similar 
crimes  within  the  American  lines.  Their  foresight  was  so  clear  that  there  was  pre- 
sented, and  we  think  passed,  in  the  Texas  legislature,  a  law  giving  the  Texas  courts 
jurisdiction  over  cases  of  eattle-robbery  committed  in  Mexico,  if  the  stolen  cattle  were 
sold  in  Texas. 

It  may  be  asserted  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  Texan  authorities  in  the  interior 
were  guided  by  principles  of  complete  equity,  and  that  they  restrained  the  commis- 
sion of  such  crime  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  though  not  entirely.  The  Texan 
authorities  of  the  frontier  observed  a  different  conduct.  If  they  did  not  protect  the 
stealing  of  cattle  from  our  country,  they  were  at  least  indifferent,  and  sometimes  re- 
fused to  entertain  complaints  made  before  them.  All  this  is  explained  by  the  natural 
rivalry  between  the  two  banks  of  the  river,  which  will  also  account  for  something 
more  than  passive  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  our  neighbors  when,  in  1851  and  1861, 
Matamoras  was  attacked  and  partially  burned  in  our  partisan  wars. 

For  many  years  the  cattle-stealing  on  the  frontier  was  almost  exclusively  committed 
by  Texans  in  Mexican  territory.  Of  late,  the  conditions  have  changed.  The  herds  of 
cattle  are  now  more  numerous  in  Texas  than  in  Mexico,  so  that  it  is  at  once  easier  and 
more  profitable  for  the  same  bandits  who  have  so  long  practiced  this  industry  in 
Mexico,  to  transfer  the  scone  of  their  depredations  into  Texas.  Hence  the  present  out- 
cry against  Mexican  incursions  across  the  frontier. 

We  are  not  of  those  who  delight  in  reprisals  and  who  take  pleasure  in  knowing  that 
the  Texans  are  now  robbed  inste^ad  of  ourselves.  For  us  a  cnme  is  always  the  same, 
wherever  or  by  whomsoever  committed.  The  proprietora  on  the  Mexican  frontier  are 
of  the  same  opinion,  for  they  know  that  the  cattle-thieves  care  nothing  for  nationality, 
and  that  as  soon  as  the  cattle-farms  of  Tamaulipas  and  Nuevo  Leon  recover  irom 
their  present  profltration,  they  will  again  suffer  the  same  plague.  Finally,  there  are 
innumerable  Mexican  families  whose  possessions  lie  in  Texas,  where  they  suffer  the 
same  depredations  as  the  American  citizens.  There  is,  then,  an  especial  interest  for 
both  frontiers  in  putting  down  these  robberies,  and  the  more  so,  since  the  robbers  are 
generally  smugglers  as  well,  and  ready  to  commit  any  crime. 

It  is,  therefore,  an  error  to  suppose,  as  some  American  papers  have  done,  that  the 
mass  of  the  Mexican  population  along  the  line  of  the  Rio  Bravo  sympathizes  with  the 
robbery  of  cattle  from  Texas. 
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The  action  of  the  authorities  of  both  frontiers  might  profitably  be  combined  to  the 
advantage  of  both  countries.  It  might  be  arranged  that  the  authorities  of  the  places 
where  stolen  cattle  are  sold  should  proceed  against  the  robbers  or  their  accomplices, 
reputing  in  the  latter  capacity  those  wlio  buy  cattle  without  the  sale-mark  of  the  first 
owner.  It  mi^ht  also  be  arranged  that  such  cattle  be  returned  to  the  claimant,  upon 
the  simple  evidence  of  their  bearipij  his  mark,  uncanceled  by  the  sale-mark.  These 
measures  would  be  partly  a  subject  tor  a  treaty,  and  partly  for  State  legislation  ;  but 
j.vheu  once  the  two  federal  governments  shall  have  come  to  an  understanding,  it  will 
behoove  them  to  recommend  to  the  governments  of  their  respective  frontier  States  the 
adoption  of  such  leglslatiou  as  shall  be  deemed  most  appropriate;  and  we  do  not  doubt 
that  such  r^'commendations,  being  in  the  interest  of  the  settlera  on  both  frontiers, 
would  be  favorably  received. 

Nevertheless,  we  should  not  delude  ourselves  into  the  belief  that  any  such  beneficent 
measures  could  entirely  extirpate  the  evil  in  qnestiou.  Both  frontiers  are  too  sparsely 
populated,  and  the  facility  of  crossing  the  Rio  Bravo  at  tkU  points  is  too  great  to  make 
this  possible. 

The  principal  difficulty,  therefore,  consists  in  the  lack  of  population,  and  this  cannot 
be  promptly  removed  by  either  government;  consequently,  such  robberies  will  con- 
tinue to  take  place  upon  a  greater  or  a  smaller  scale,  according  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
preventive  measures. 

We  think  that  the  American  Government  is  aware  of  these  facts,  and  that  its  prin- 
cipal complaints  arise  from  the  presence  of  General  Cortina  on  the  Mexican  frontier. 

We  do  not  know  whether  the  actual  complaints  against  the  conduct  of  this  officer 
are  well  or  ill  founded,  but  assuredly  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy  should  have  pre- 
vented his  being  there  employed  in  a  public  capacity. 

In  1859,  Cortina  was  an  inhabitant  of  Texas,  where  he  had  a  small  estate.  He  had 
some  nersonal  difficulties  with  the  authorities  of  Brownsville:  he  proclaimed  war  upon 
the  Americans,  and,  having  raised  a  party  of  four  or  five  hundred  men,  he  entered 
Brownsville.  Being  afterward  defeated,  he  had  t'^  take  refuge  on  the  Mexican  firon- 
tier.  From  that  time  he  began  to  figure  in  our  civil  wars,  m  which  he  rose  to  the 
grade  of  general.  His  conduct  in  Texas  was  not  calculated  to  leave  pleasant  memo- 
ries, and  his  mere  name  inspires  aversion  to  all  the  Texans  of  the  frontier.  His  late 
arrival  on  the  Rio  Bravo  coincided  with  the  increase  of  cattle-stealing  in  Texas;  and 
though  the  two  occurrences  have  no  necessary  connection,  our  neighbors  have  inferred 
from  his  antecedents  that  General  Cortina  protects  the  criminals.  The  American  Gov- 
ernment undoubtedly  considered  the  sending  of  General  Cortina  to  the  frontier  as  an 
inconsiderate  or  even  an  unfriendly  step  on  the  part  of  our  government.  We  are  satisfied 
that  the  Mexican  government,  in  so  doing,  was  actuated  exclusively  by  considerations 
of  internal  policy,  out,  nevertheless,  it  ought  to  have  reflected  well  before  taking  that 
step.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  our  government,  at  this  crisis,  to  withdraw 
General  Cortina,  but  our  rulers  should  remember  that  difficulties  with  the  American 
Government  arise  with  the  greatest  ease  on  the  frontier,  and  that,  therefore,  they  should 
send  thither  persons  of  recognized  tact  and  ability. 


No.  283. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  505.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  January  27,  1872.  (Received  February  16.) 
Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a  decree, 
dated  the  25th  ultimo,  issued  by  President  Juarez,  by  virtue  of  his  ex- 
traordinary faculties,  permitting  the  transit  of  foreign  merchandise  for 
exi)ortatiou  from  the  Mexican  frontier  custom-liouses  to  the  nearest 
Mexican  sea-ports,  and  vice  versa;  and  also  from  a  similar  transit  be- 
tween such  sea-ports,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  therein  laid 
down. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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[Inclosare  in  B.— Translation.] 
Treasury  Department,  First  Section. 

The  President  of  the  republic  has  baea  pleased  to  address  me  the  following  decree  : 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,   to  the 

inhabitants  thereof,  know  ye : 

That  in  the  exercise  of  the  faculties  granted  to  the  executive  by  the  third  article  of 
the  law  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  thought  proper  to  issue  the  following  decree : 

Article  1.  The  transit  of  foreign  goods  across  the  Mexican  territory  is  hereby 
authorized  from  the  frontier  custom-house  of  the  republic,  near  the  coast,  to  the 
uoighboriug  ports,  and,  rice  versa^  from  the  ports  of  the  republic,  near  the  frontier,  to 
the  neighboring  custom-houses  of  the  frontier,  upon  the  conditions  laid  down  in  this 
law. 

Article  2.  The  transit  of  foreign  gomls  from  one  port  of  the  republic  to  another  is 
also  authorized  under  the  provisions  contained  in  this  law,  and  in  the  regulations  and 
other  precepts  which  the  executive  will  promulgate  for  each  case,  according  to  circum- 
stances, in  order  to  prevent  fraud ;  reserving  the  right  to  refuse  such  transit,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  whenever  in  his  opinion  there  may  be  danger  that  such  permission  would 
be  abused  in  order  to  defraud  the  treasury,  without  the  necessity  of  conceding  a  term, 
or  of  giving  previous  notice. 

Article  3.  The  employ<?s  of  the  port  or  frontier  custom-house,  who  shall  permit  the 
entry  of  goods  for  such  transit,  shall  exercise  respecting  them  all  the  faculties  conceded 
by  the  laws  concerning  foreign  goods  destined  to  be  consumed  within  the  republic. 
Such  goods  may  be  examined  during  their  transit  through  Mexican  territory  by  the 
liscal  agents  of  the  federal  government. 

Article  4.  The  goods  so  entered  for  transit,  whatever  may  bo  their  quantify  or 
quality,  shall  be  protected  by  safe-conducts,  issued  by  the  port  or  custom-house  where 
introduce<l. 

Article  5.  The  introducers  of  such  goods  shall  give  bond,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector  of  the  port  or  frontier  custom-house,  for  the  entire  amount  of  the  taritf  dues, 
to  be  paid  in  case  the  return  safe-conduct  shall  not  be  presented  at  the  expiration  of 
the  proper  term. 

Article  6.  The  term  for  the  presentation  of  the  return  safe-conduct  shall  be  one 
day  for  every  three  leagues  of  the  road  which  the  goods  must  take  in  order  to  leave 
Mexican  territory,  and  ten  days  more  for  each  fifty  leagues,  but  not  to  exceed  in  any 
case  the  total  term  of  three  months  for  the  cases  comprehended  in  the  first  article  of 
this  law,  and  of  six  mouths  for  the  cases  coming  under  the  second  article.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  term  designated  in  the  safe-conduct,  the  bond  will  be  forfeited  with- 
out admitting  any  allegation  to  the  contrary. 

Article  7.  Merchandise  in  transit  must  be  taken  by  the  route  laid  down  in  the  safe- 
conduct.  Any  variation  from  this  route  will  be  considered  a  case  of  smuggling,  and 
the  penalty  laid  down  in  the  first  clause  of  article  26  of  the  general  customs  regula- 
tions of  January  31,  1856,  will  lie  applied  to  said  goods. 

Article  8.  On  dispatching  such  goods  for  transit  from  the  port  or  frontier  custom- 
house where  introduced,  the  packages  will  be  examined  anew  by  the  collector,  the 
inspector,  and  the  commander  of  tlio  customs-guards,  comparing  them  with  the  inven- 
tory which  is  to  be  inserted  in  all  safe-conducts. 

Article  9.  Foreign  goods  for  simple  trausit  will  pay  on  the  issuance  of  the  safe-con- 
duct at  said  port  or  frontier  custom-house  five  per  cent,  in  coin  of  the  total  duties 
im)>oscd  thereupon  by  the  present  tariff.  This  duty  will  be  the  only  one  to  be  paid  to 
the  federal  treasury  by  such  goods  for  their  simple  trausit,  and  they  shall  remain 
exempt  from  any  additional  or  even  municipal  duties,  whatever  may  be  the  locality 
to  which  they  may  be  conducted. 

Therefore,  I  order  the  above  decree  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly 
obeyed. 

Given  in  the  national  palace  at  Mexico,  December  25,  1871. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Citizen  Matias  Romeho, 

Minister  of  Finance, 

And  I  communicate  it  to  you  for  its  duo  observance  and  the  consequent  effects. 
Independence  and  Liberty ! 

ROMERO. 
Mexico,  December  25,  1871. 
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No.  284. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

Ko.  507.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  January  29,  1872.    (Received  February  16.) 
8m :  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  Ko.  505,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a 
copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  another  article  by  Mr.  Euiilio  Velaso, 
published  in  the  Siglo  XIX  of  the  10th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Free  Zone. 

I  am,  &c.,  V 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOX. 


[luclosnre  B.— Translation.] 

OUR  relations  with  the  united  states— the  free  zone. 

Article  by  Don  Emilio  VelascOj  in  the  SigJo  XIX,  of  January  10,  1872. 

The  second  point  embraced  in  the  message  of  President  Grant,  in  the  part  relating  to 
Mexico,  is  the  Free  Zone.  When  this  question  arose  in  congress,  we  defended  the  Free 
Zone,  and  some  American  papers  gave  to  our  words  a  very  different  signification  from 
that?  intended.  We  believed  that  upon  the  maintenance  of  the  zone  depended  the 
prosperity  of  the  Mexican  frontier,  but  at  the  same  time  we  had  carefully  studied  the 
question  whether  the  evils  of  which  the  American  Government  complains  arise  from 
it,  in  order  to  find  out,  in  that  case,  some  means  of  harmonizing  the  interests  of  both 
frontiers.  In  itself,  this  question  belongs  to  internal  and  domestic  policy,  and  it  is 
consequently  outside  the  sphere  of  diplomacy  and  of  any  action  of  a  foreign  govern- 
ment ;  but  if  in  this  measure  is  involved  an  act  of  hostility  from  which  direct  prejudice 
would  result  in  the  United  States,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  grant  that  the  American 
Government  is  in  the  right.  By  what  we  have  read  in  the  American  press,  we  note  that 
the  Free  Zone  is  not  at  all  understood,  which  is  not  strange,  as  in  our  own  country  the 
same  mistake  has  been  made  as  in  the  United  States,  and  it  even  found  an  echo  in  the 
Mexican  congress,  among  the  opponents  of  the  Zone.  This  error  consists  in  supposing 
the  existence  of  a  strip  of  territory  along  the  Rio  Bravo  through  which  all  kinds  of 
merchandise  are  allowed  free  transit,  and,  as  a  necessary  conse<pience,  an  almost  un- 
limited facility  for  smuggling:  into  both  countries. 

It  is  unquestionable  that  for  four  years  past  such  smuggling  has  been  practiced  in 
both  directions,  though  not  on  so  great  a  scale  as  has  been  supposed.  We  will  contine 
ourselves  at  present  to  an  explanation  of  the  causes  of  the  smuggling  carried  on  from 
our  frontier  to  that  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  the  corrections  needed  by 
both  countries. 

The  fiscal  institution  in  question  is  improperly  called  a  "  Free  Zone,"  and  ought 
rather  to  be  called  a  "  region  of  free  consumption."  The  law  provides  that  all  the 
merchandise  imported  at  Matamoras,  and  at  fave  other  towns  along  the  Rio  Bravo, 
shall  pjiy  no  import  duties,  so  that  such  merchandise,  in  order  to  eujoy  this  privilege, 
must  necessarily  be  entered  at  one  of  six  custom-houses,  under  pain  of  confiscation  as 
contraband.  All  the  customary  formalities  of  introduction  must  be  performed,  and 
the  exemption  is  merely  from  the  payment  of  duties. 

When  once  the  goods  have  been  introduced  into  one  of  these  six  towns,  they  cannot 
be  freely  extracted  thence,  either  to  the  interior  of  the  republic,  to  another  town  of  the 
same  zone,  or  to  the  American  froutier.  In  the  first  case,  tbe  goods  must  pay  the  usual 
duties  aud  present  a  safe-conduct  to  one  of  the  officers  of  the  counter-guard,  which  are 
now  established  at  a  great  distance  from  the  line  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  In  the  second 
case,  the  goods  pay  no  duties,  but  must  be  dispatched  with  all  the  customary  formal- 
ities and  safeguards  against  fraud. 

In  the  third  case,  the  goods  dispatched  for  the  United  States  must  pay  a  transit  duty 
amounting  to  25  percent,  of  the  importation  duty,  and  must  be  sent  by  certain  speci- 
fied passes  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  all  situated  in  front  of  American  towns,  and  watched  by 
Mexican  cust-oms  employ^,  under  penalty  of  contraband  traffic. 

Our  legislation  consequently  tends  to  protect  the -American  revenues  from  fraud. 
The  Free  Zone  cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  as  a  direct  cause  of  smuggling  from  our 
frontier  to  that  of  the  United  States.  This  fact  is  proved  by  statistics.  The  Free  Zone 
was  established  in  lt^58.  Since  that  time  it  has  passed  through  two  periods,  by  the 
comparison  of  which  our  conclusion  is  justified.  (' 
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From  1858  to  1861,  i.  c,  before  the  American  civil  war,  there  was  no  smnggling  from 
Mexico  into  Texas.  It  was  only  in  1867,  when  the  re-establisbroent  of  peace  in  both 
countries  restored  the  normal  condition  of  things,  that  smuggling  commenced.  In  both 
these  periods  the  **  Free  Zone  "  has  existed,  and  in  the  first  of  them  the  American 
revenues  were  not  defrauded  ;  which  fact  jiroves  that  the  true  cause  of  the  smuggling 
of  which  the  American  Goverament  complains,  has  arisen  since  1861.  And,  in  fact,  this 
cause  is  no  other  than  the  high  American  tariff  established  during  the  civil  war  ;  con- 
sequently, the  question  of  smuggling  on  the  American  frontier  is  reduced  to  a  tarift 
question.  Merchandise  has,  on  the  American  frontier,  so  hi^h  a  price  that  the  Texans 
are  driven  to  seek  in  our  towns  what  they  need,  obtaining  it  at  low  prices,  and  smug- 
gling it  across  the  river.  This  circumstance  also  explains  the  fact  that  the  merchants 
of  Brownsville  are,  in  general,  engaged  in  this  illicit  traflSc,  as  the  only  means  of  com- 
peting with  Mexican  commerce  on  the  frontier. 

The  opponents  of  the  Free  Zone  find,  in  this  fact,  the  point  of  contact  between  that 
zone  and  the  smuggling  carried  on  with  the  United  States.  Smuggling,  say  they,  will 
be  carried  on  in  proportion  to  the  profits  it  affords,  and  according  to  the  relative  cheap- 
ness of  goods  on  the  Mexican  frontier  will  jye  the  extent  and  the  profit  of  smuggling. 
From  this  it  follows  that  the  exemption  from  duties  and  consequent  cheapness  of  for- 
eign goods  along  the  Mexican  frontier- gives  occasion  to  smuggling  into  the  United 
States.  This  is  the  argument  of  the  American  opponents  of  the  zone ;  but  a  similar 
argument  proves  our  own  assertion,  namely,  that  the  Free  Zone  is  not  the  direct  cause 
of  smuggling  into  the  United  States,  and'  that  the  direct  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the 
high  American  tariff. 

If  the  American  Congress  should  reduce  the  tariff,  the  chief  motive  for  smuggling 
would  disappear;  while  if  the  Free  Zone  should  be  abolished,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances," there  would  still  remain  in  the  difference  of  the  two  tariffs  a  sufficient 
incentive  for  the  continuance  of  smuggling. 

The  proximity  of  the  principal  Mexican  and  American  towns  on  the  frontier  is  so 
immediate  that  only  an  absolute  equality  of  duties  could  destroy  the  temptation  to 
defraud  the  customs.  Matamoras  and  Brownsville  are  so  closely  linked  together  in 
situation  and  in  business  interests  that,  without  exaggeration,  they  may  be  considered 
as  wards  of  the  same  city.  It  follows  that  every  fiscal  measure  adapted  in  either  of 
them  directly  affects  the  prosperity  of  the  other.  The  establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers 
between  Brownsville  and  New  Orleans  would  divert  into  that  channel  a  great  part  of 
the  forei^  commerce  of  Matamoras  ;  and  this  simple  circumstance,  if  combined  with 
the  abolition  of  the  zone,  would  cause  an  immense  amount  of  smuggling  into  our 
country. 

Careful  observers  may  satisfy  themselves  of  the  exactness  of  these  observations  by 
studying  the  history  of  the  frontier  since  1848.  The  evil  effects  of  the  high  American 
tariff  is  now  felt  throughout  the  United  States ;  but  those  effects  are  more  perceptible 
on  the  frontier,  through  the  contrast  with  the  Mexican  system.  At  various  periods 
since  1848  the  contrary  has  been  the  case.  High  protective  duties  in  Mexico  have  had 
to  struggle  against  a  low  American  tariff*,  and  the  system  of  drawbacks  in  the  Ameri- 
can ports,  which  brought  about  an  active  contraband  traffic  from  Texas  into  Mexico. 
These  considerations  prove  that  the  total  extinction  of  such  alternate  fluctuations 
could  only  be  effected  by  an  absolute,  and,  consequently,  impossible  identity  of  politi- 
cal, topographical,  and  fiscal  circumstances  on  the  two  frontiers.  The  mere  enuncia- 
tion of  this  fact  suffices  to  show  that  the  remedy  for  present  evils  must  be  sought  in  a 
different  order  of  ideas.  The  American  Government  imagines  that  the  only  remedy  is 
the  abolition  of  the  zone.  The  above  considerations  show  how  far  we  are  from  admit- 
ting that  opinion;  and,  fnrthermore,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that  such  a  measure, 
instead  of  solving,  would  but  complicate  the  difficulty,  as  it  would  cause  a  double 
contraband  traffic;  first  from  the  American  frontier  to  ours,  and  afterward  rice  versa. 

Moreover,  our  government,  in  seekiug  an  amicable  solution  of  this  question  as  a 
mark  of  deference  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  should  not  forget  to  be- 
friend the  commercial  interests  of  the  frontier  and  the  fiscal  interests  ol  Mexico. 
Some  indications  on  this  subject  will  be  given  by  us  in  a  future  article. 


Fo.  285. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  508.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexieOj  Jantmry  29,  1872.    (Received  February  16.) 
Sir:  The  military  situation  in  Mexico  has  not  essentially  changed 
since  the  date  of  my  last  general  dispatch.    There  have  been  numerous 
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partial  engagements  in  various  directions,  all  resulting,  so  far  as  is  yet 
known,  in  the  triumph  of  the  government.  The  most  important  of 
these  have  been  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  General  Jimenez  in  the  State  of 
Guerrero;  that  of  General  Negrete,  in  the  State  of  Tlaxcala;  the  re- 
pulse of  Garcia  de  la  Cadsna  from  Colotlan ;  of  Betanzos  from  Hua- 
mantla;  and  of  Carvillo  from  Chalchicomula;  the  capture  of  Zongolica 
by  General  Rocha ;  and  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  marauder  Llanos, 
near  Cuernarraca. 

General  Porfirio  Diaz,  after  traversing  the  sierra  of  Oaxaca,  arrived 
at  Zongolica  on  or  about  the  15th  instant,  and  is  believed  to  have  sepa- 
rated from  the  few  hundreds  of  his  troops,  esi,ca])ing  almost  alone  into 
the  sierra  of  the  north  of  Puebla.  General  Eocha  moved  northward 
after  the  fall  of  Oaxaca,  and  now  has  his  headquarters  at  Orizaba.  He 
will  doubtless  soon  be  sent  against  the  rebels  of  the  north.  A  battle  of 
great  importance  has  been  imminent  for  some  days,  near  Fresnillo,  in 
Zacatecas,  between  General  Neri  and  the  rebel  general  Guerra.  Each 
of  the  combatants  has  between  three  and  four  thousand  men,  and  the 
government  is  hurrying  forward  re-enforcements  under  the  command  of 
General  Sanchez  Ochoa. 

On  the  northern  frontier.  General  Treviuo  was  at  last  advices  at 
Cerralvo,  near  the  Rio  Grande,  and  seems  to  have  no  present  intention 
of  attacking  San  Luis  Potosi.  Robberies  have  multiplied  of  late  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  city ;  they  being  perpetrated  by  notorious  bandits,  in  the 
guise  of  revolutionists. 

The  railroad  train  from  Puebla  has  been  twice  robbed  ;  several  of  the 
stations  have  been  sacked  and  burned,  and  the  neighboring  State  of 
Hidalgo  is  so  completely  overrun  by  bandits  that  President  Juarez 
yesterday  declared  it  '*in  a  state  of  siege,"  i.  e.,  proclaimed  martial  law. 

Notwithstanding  the  uncertain  state  of  the  country,  the  Mexico  and 
Vera  Cruz  Railway  Company  is  pushing  forward  the  work  of  that  line 
with  the  utmost  activity,  employing  several  thousand  laborers,  and  an- 
nounces its  intention  to  complete  the  road  within  the  time  of  the  con- 
tract, which  expires  on  the  11th  of  November  next.  About  one-half  of 
the  line  remains  to  be  built,  but  the  principal  engineering  difficulties 
have  been  already  surmounted.  In  view  of  the  approaching  completion 
of  this  road,  tlie  Mexican  newsp.ipers  are  now  recommending  a  project 
for  a  universal  exposition,  to  be  held  in  this  city  in  May  of  next  year. 

In  a  famous  libel  suit  brought  by  Secretary  Romero  against  D.  Juan 
A.  Zambrano,  for  having  charged  him  with  malversation  of  the  public 
funds,  judgment  has  been  rendered  in  the  last  instance,  confirming  the 
former  sentence,  which  condemned  defendant  to  a  fine  of  $500  or  to  a 
year's  imprisonment. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  2S(}. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  215.1  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  31,  1872* 
Sib:  1  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  addressed  to 
this  Department  by  Mr.  R.  C.  McOormick,  the  Delegate  m  Congress 

ibyCrrOC 
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from  the  Terril^ory  of  Arizona,  and  of  the  letter  to  me  from  Governor 
Saiforcl,  of  that  Territory,  to  which  it  refers.  These  papers  relate  to 
the  persistent  attacks  on  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  Arizona 
near  the  border,  by  bandits  from  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora.  The 
Department  has  repeatedly  written  on  the  importance  of  putting  a  stop 
to  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


[lucloeure  1.] 

Forty-Second  Congress  Unfted  States, 
House  of  Representatives, 
Washington^  D.  C,  January  25,  1872. 
Sir  :  As  you  are  Dot  in  receipt  of  the  original  of  Governor  SafforcVs  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 29,  1871, 1  now  have  the  honor  to  furnish  you  a  copy  from  that  sent  to  me,  and 
read  to  you  during  our  recent  interview.    I  trust,  as  then  suggested,  that  you  wiU  give 
to  the  unfortunate  state  of  atfairs  upon  the  Arizona  border  your  prompt  consideration, 
and  furnish  Jbe  governor  with  any  instructions  you  may  deem  proper  under  the  cir- 
cumstances.   I  also  hope  that  you  will  advise  our  minister  to  Mexico  of  the  serious 
difficulties  likely  to  ensue  unless  the  lawlessness  of  certain  citizens  of  Sonora  is 
promptly  recognized  and  punished,  and  instruct  him  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic  of  Mexico  to  the  matter  as  one  worthy  of  notice,  and  tbat 
should  not  be  overlooked,  oven  if  tbe  treaty  stipulations  do  not  absolutely  provide  for 
the  surrender  of  persons  engaged  in  such  cases  of  wrong-doing  as  the  governor  of 
Arizona  recounts. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  c.  Mccormick, 

Delegate  from  Arizona. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fisn, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[luolosure  2.] 

Territory  of  Arizona,  Executive  Office, 
Tucson,  Deccmbei^  29,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  February  14,  1871,  a  communication  giving 
information  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property  in  this  Territory,  along  and  near  the 
Mexican  border,  in  consequence  of  frequent  murders  and  robberies  committed  by  Mexi- 
can subjects,  who  invariably  escape  to  Mexico;  and  particularly  referring  to  the  Mis- 
sion Camp  massacre,  with  my  action  in  tlie  premises,  and  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of 
Sonora  to  surrender  the  criminals,  coupled  with  a  statement  from  him  that  he  had 
referred  the  question  to  the  supreme  government  of  Mexico.  I  subsequently  learned 
from  Mexican  newspapers  that  the  supreme  government  decided  in  effect  that  Mexican 
subjects  having  committed  crimes  on  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  should  not  under 
the  treaty  be  given  up  for  punishment  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  nor  was 
it  a  proper  cause  for  punishment  within  the  republic  of  Mexico.  This  decision  did,  as 
I  predicted  it  would  in  my  communication  of  February  14,  "act  as  an  incentive  to  the 
numerous  bands  of  outlaws  who  infest  that  country  to  increase  their  criminal  depreda- 
tions on  our  soil."  Within  a  few  months  one  man  was  murdered  on  the  Gila  River, 
while  asleep.  Another  was  shot  from  his  horse  near  the  same  place ;  but  a  few  days 
since  Win.  Wright  was  murdered,  sixty  miles  south  of  here,  while  asleep,  and  his  head 
was  cut  off;  and  on  the  2lst  instant,  John  W.  Baker,  his  wife,  and  boy  about  seven 
years  old,  were  brutally  murdered  sixty  miles  west  of  this  place,  and  a  child  of  the  age 
of  five  months  perished  for  food  and  from  cold,  after  its  mother  was  murdered.  I 
followed  in  person  this  last  band  of  outlaws,  and  came  so  close  to  them  that  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  horses  they  had  stolen,  but  succeeded  in  making  their  escape 
into  the  mountains  beyond  the  lino.  This  last  horrid  massacre  hjis  aroused  the  indigna- 
tion of  all  the  good  people  of  the  Territory,  both  Mexicans  and  Americans,  and  it  is 
with  great  difficulty  that  retaliation  is  prevented. 

Earnestly  desirous  of  maintaining  friendly  relations  between  this  Territory  and  the 
State  of  Sonora,  and  feeling  well  convinced  that  the  repetition  of  such  outrages  as 
that  of  the  21st  might  place  the  matter  beyond  my  control,  1  have  deemed  it  advisable 
to  send,  unofficially,  a  Mexican,  who  was  formerly  a  private  secretary  of  Governor  Pes- 
queira,  to  him,  with  a  plain  statement  of  the  facts,  and  have  asked  him,  in  order  to  pro- 
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tflote  friendly  relations  between-  this  Territory  and  Souora,  to  devise  some  plan  by 
which  these  criminals  may  be  punished.  Well  known  and  reliable  Mexican  subjects 
residing  here  have  also  written  him  in  similar  tone,  and  I  have  strong  hopes  that  the 
governor  will  see  the  importance  of  complying  with  our  request.  If,  however,  this 
Bhonld  fail,  and  no  punishment  follow  for  the  perpetration  of  these  outrages,  these  out- 
laws will  increase  their  depredations  until  it  will  be  impossible  to  inhabit  our  Territory 
near  the  Mexican  border,  and  I  fear  retaliation  will  follow  that  will  place  the  two  coun- 
tries in  a  semi-state  of  war.  If  our  Government  could  sustain  us  in  following  and 
capturing  these  outlaws  into  their  own  country,  we  could  and  would,  without  further 
assistance  from  the  Government,  soon  bring  them  to  terms,  and  put  a  stop  to  these 
crimes  on  our  own  soil ;  but  I  am  aware  that  such  a  course  would  not  be  in  compliance 
with  the  treaty  existing  between  the  two  governments.  Yet  I  do  not  consider  that  Mex- 
ico is  acting  the  part  of  a  neighbor  in  allowing  her  outlaws  to  murder  and  rob  our 
(>eop]e  without  making  an  effort  to  stop  it.  Some  relief  might  be  obtained  by  requir- 
iug  Mexican  subjects  to  procure  passports ;  those  found  witliout  them,  after  a  reasona- 
ble notice,  be  compelletl  to  leave  the  country. 

In  view  of  this  disturbed  condition  of  affairs,  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  such  in- 
structions as  you  may  consider  will  aid  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and,  if  possible, 
adopting  such  measures  as  will  secure  life  and  property  against  these  outlaws.  I  in- 
close a  copy  of  our  local  paper  of  to-day,  which  contains  the  report  of  the  coroner's 
jury,  and  some  further  information  upon  the  late  massacre. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

A.  P.  K.  S AFFORD, 

Hon.  HAMILTON  P'ISH, 

Serretary  of  State y  Wtvihingtony  D.  C* 


TFroin  the  A rixan.'i  Citizen,  Tuchod,  Arisou;^  Saturday,  D««rtn>b«r  :}0,  IrTTl.J 

THE  BAKER  FAMILY  MASSACRE. 

Following  is  the  rt^port  of  the  coroner's  jury  that  investigated  the  circumstances  of 
this  frightful  atrocity : 

Teruitory  op  Arizona,  Coui^y  of  Pima, 

Blue  Water  Station,  December  24,  1871. 
Before  John  S.  Thayer,  coroner,  in  the  matter  of  inquisition  upon  the  bodies  of  John 
W.  Baker,  Mrs.  Julia  Baker,  William  Baker,  and  John  Baker,  deceased. 

We,  the  undersigned,  the  jurors  summoned  to  appear  before  John  S.  Thayer,  coro- 
ler  of  Pima  County,  on  this  24th  day  of  December,  1871,  to  inquire  into  thecircum. 
stances  of  the  death  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  whose  bodies  now  lie  before  us,  find  that 
.John  W.  Baker  was  a  native  of  New  London,  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  aged  about  thirty- 
one  years;  that  ho  died  from  the  effects  of  two  gunshot  wound?,  one  in  the  breast  and 
rhe  other  through  the  throat ;  that  said  wounds  were  inflicted  by  persons  whose  names 
•ire  unknown  in  the  jury.  That  Mrs.  Julia  Baker,  wife  of  J.  W.  Baker,  was  from  New 
{.ondon,  Iowa,  aged  about  thirty  years;  that  she  died  from  the  effects  of  six  buckshot 
vonnds  in  the  left  breast;  that  said  wounds  were  inflicted  by  persons  the  names  of 
whom  are  unknown  in  the  jury.  We  find  that  William  Baker  was  a  son  of  J.  W. 
*inl  Julia  Baker,  aged  eight  years ;  that  he  died  from  the  effects  of  a  pistol-shot  wound 
11  the  back,  inflicted  by  unknown  persons  to  the  jury.  We  find  that  John  Baker  was 
An  infant-son  of  J.  W.  and  Julia  Baker,  aged  five  months;  that  he  died  from  exposure 
*o  the  weather,  while  lying  on  the  ground  near  his  dead  mother.  We  find  that  the 
'leceased.  one  and  all,  died  on  the  evening  of  the  2l8t  of  December,  1871. 

We  further  find  that  the  deceased,  John  W.  Baker,  had,  on  the  19th,  20th,  and  2l8t 
iistant,  four  Mexicans  employed  in  cutting  and  hauling  hay  to  his  house;  that  on  the 
•  •veiling  of  the  2l8t.  said  Mexicans  had  unloaded  their  hay,  leaving  their  tools  on  the 
wagon;  that  said  four  Mexicans  were  seen  the  ni^ht  of  the  2l8t  in  possession  of  the 
two  horses  belonging  to  said  Baker,  and  on  the  road  to  Sonora;  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  22d  said  Me^cicans  were  seen  on  the  road,  in  possession  of  said  horses,  and  about 
r'orty  miles  from  Bine  Water  Station,  the  home  of  deceased. 

It  appears  to  the  jur^,  in  tracing  the  effects  to  the  causes  which  produced  them,  that 
Mr.  Baker  was  about  eight  feet  from  the  kitchen-door,  and  while  in  the  act  of  deliver- 
'ng  some  provisions,  with  his  scales  in  hand,  to  one  of  the  Mexicans,  he  was  shot  by 
rwo  others  from  behind  a  wall  about  eight  feet  distant,  and  he  fell  where  he  stood. 
Mrs.  Baker  was  putting  supper  on  the  table,  and,  hearing  a  noise,  ran  out  of  the  door 
with  her  babe  in  her  arms,  and  was  confronted  by  the  assassins  with  the  double-bar- 
reled shot-gun  belonging  to  the  station.  She  seized  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  in  her  left 
'land,  and  while  holding  to  it,  it  was  discharged,  one  shot  passing  through  her  left 
•land,  between  the  thumb  and  fore-finger,  the  powder  burning  her  arm,  and  settinff  hear 
25   F  R  O 
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sleove  OD  fire,  six  nLot  taking  effect  in  her  left  breast.  She  had  dropped  the  child 
aboat  six  feet  from  her  husband,  and  fell  about  two  feet  from  it.  Their  little  boy  had 
run  out  at  the  time,  and,  in  the  act  of  running  back,  was  shot  in  the  back  by  a  pistol- 
ball.  He  lived  for  some  minutes,  his  little  boots  being  full  of  blood,  and  the  wall  being 
bloody  in  several  places  where  he  had  leaned  against  it.  The  Mexicans  then  broke 
open  two  trunks,  searchini^  the  house  generally  for  money,  but  took  away  but  little,  if 
any,  clothing,  and  it  is  believed  but  verv  little  money.  Two  of  them  mounted  the  two 
horses,  and  the  others  followed  behind,  holding  to  the  horses,  and  thus  made  long  and 
rapid  strides  for  Sonora. 

JOHN  B.  ALLEN,  Foreman-. 
SAMUEL  B.  WISE. 
MILTON  WARD. 
CHARLES  LASSEN. 
SAMUEL  LEWIS. 
WILLIAM  MACKAY. 

This  morning  CharK's  O.  Brown  reports  having  learned  the  names  of  the  murderers, 

as  follows:  Fi-ancisco, Serbant4*.8,  and  Josd  Moutez  ;  the  latter  two  reside  at 

£1  Rial  de  Guadalotipe,  and  till  in  Sonora. 


WORK  OF  THE  BANDITS. 
# 
We  have  heretofore  published  the  interpretation  of  our  extrudition  treaty,  as  p^iven 
by  the  supreme  government  of  Mexico,  and  pronounced  it  as  very  batl,  and  that  it 
could  bnt  engender  more  slaughter  of  our  citizens,  for  it  practically  said  that  any  citi- 
zen of  Mexico  might  proceed  into  United  States  territory,  and  rob  and  assassinate 
whom  he  pleased,  and  return  and  receive  the  protection  of  his  government;  in  plainer 
terms  still,  it  was  an  official  invitation  to  citizens  of  Mexico  to  rob  and  murder  Amer- 
icans on  American  soil  with  safety  assured  in  advance.  Ever  since,  nioreor  less  of  our 
people  have  been  slain  by  Mexican  bandits,  and  latterly,  within  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  six  were  so  murdered,  and  five  of  them  in  a  most  barbarous  manner.  It  is  appar- 
ent to  all  here  that  this  terrible  slaughter  must  grow  better  or  worse.  There  is  no  use 
to  say  to  men,  w  hilo  seeing  their  neighbors  butchered  by  the  whole  family,  that  our 
own  Government  accepts  as  defensible  the  Mexican  interpretation  of  the  treaty,  and 
hence  they  must  abstain  from  resistance  of  any  kind.  Simply  because  a  national  ex- 
position of  a  law  declares  it  to  be  inefficient  to  prevent  or  even  restrain  human  butchery, 
will  not  forever  satisfy  those  who  are  any  day  liable  to  be  killed.  In  spite  of  every- 
thing except  a  cure  of  the  evil,  terrible  retaliation  will  follow.  There  are  those  who 
believe  that  Governor  Pesqueira,  of  Sonora,  is  anxious  to  stop  the  liendish  slaughter  of 
our  people  by  his  own,  but  that  he  cannot  use  official  power  to  do  so  in  the  face  of  his 
supreme  government's  prohibition  ;  yet  wo  think  he  will  in  someefiective  way  co-oper- 
ate with  our  citizens  and  officials  in  their  endeavors  to  stop  a  system  of  murder  which 
he  must  know  will  otherwise  soon  be  applied  against  as  well  as  by  his  people.  The 
massacre  of  the  Baker  family,  as  elsewhere  detailed,  will  again  forcibly  bring  the  sub- 
ect  to  his  attention.  Prominent  Mexican  citizens  of  Tucson  will  by  petition  represent 
to  him  that  some  measures  to  suppress  such  atrocities  must  be  taken,  regularly  or 
irregularly,  and  we  still  trust  he  may  help  to  avert  the  most  shocking  calamities.  No 
mere  words  will  longer  answer  the  demand  of  our  people.  Right  action  muvst  be  taken, 
and  that  without  much  delay. 


No.  287. 

Alt;  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  510.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  February  1,  1872.    (Received  February  23.) 
Sir  :  During  the  last  year  I  had  frequeut  occasion  to  employ  my 
«^ood  offices  with  the   Mexican  government,  on  behalf  of    English, 
French,  and  Austrian  subjects,  resident  in  this  republic,  in  the  absence 
of  a  diplomatic  or  consular  agent  of  either  of  those  powers,  and  espe- 
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cially  iu  procuring  for  tbem  '•  cartas  de  uiatricula,^  and  otherwise  en- 
abling them  to  comply  with  the  recent  h\ws  on  the  subject  of  foreign 
citizenship. 

I  am,  &c., 

TUOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  288. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fi4ih. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  512.]  Legation  of  the  Ukited  States, 

MexicOj  February  6,  1872.     (Eeceived  February  23.) 

Sir  :  On  the  29th  ultimo  General  Neri,  commandingthe  federal  forces 
in  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  suffered  a  defeat  near  Fresnillo,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  obliged  to  evacuate  the  City  of  Zacatecas  and 
retire  with  the  state  government  to  Aguas  Calientes.  The  city  was 
immediately  occupied  by  the  insurgents  under  General  Guerra. 

News  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  General  Felix  Diaz,  late  gov- 
ernor of  Oaxaca,  and  brother  of  Porfirio  Diaz.  He  had  fled  to  the  south- 
ward on  the  taking  of  Oaxaca,  expecting  to  embark  in  a  vessel  which  he 
had  at  Puerto  Angel,  but  not  succeeding  in  this,  he  sought  refuge  with 
a  few  attendants  in  the  mountains,  where  he  was  hunted  down  by  forces 
from  Tehauntepec,  who  were  bitterly  hostile  to  him.  He  was  captured 
alive,  but  was  shot  before  being  presented  at  headquarters. 

Robberies  continue  to  abound  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city.    Two  days 
since  the  Vera  Cruz  Railway  was  again  robbed  at  Paso  Ancho. 
1  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON-. 


No.  289. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Xelsmi, 

No.  221.]  Department  of  Statk, 

Washingtofij  Fehruaty  13,  1872. 
Sir  :  It  is  deemed  imj)OPtant  to  call  your  attention  to  the  laws  and 
foreign  office  regulations  of  the  Mexican  government  in  regard  to  the 
matriculation,  so-called,  of  foreigners  in  that  country,  which  cannot  be 
acquiesced  in  by  this  Government.  It  seems  that  a  distinction  is  made 
between  native  and  naturalize4  citizens  of  the  country  who  may  seek 
matriculation.  The  passport,  say  of  this  Department,  is  respected 
when  issued  to  those  born  here,  but  the  Mexican  government  assumes 
the  right  to  inquire  into  the  authenticity  of  certificates  issued  to  natu- 
ralized citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  will  not  respect  the 
passports  of  this  Department  issued  to  such  citizens.  In  this  that  gov- 
ernment may  be  regarded  as  showing  a  want  of  comity,  at  least,  which 
was  not  to  have  been  expected.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  dis- 
trust shown  as  to  our  certificates  of  naturalization  may  have  sprung 
from  an  impression  that  they  are  carelessly  issued  without  due  regard 
to  the  facts  stated  on  their  face.    This  distrust  is  believed  to  be  quite 
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unfounded,  and  to  have  very  few  instances  in  its  support,  and  those 
mainly  arising  from  such  accidents  as  are  inseparable  under  the  best 
system  from  the  multiplicity  of  naturalization  cases. 

A  naturalization  of  a  foreigner  in  the  United  States  is  the  solemn  act 
of  a  court  of  record.  As  such,  no  foreign  government  can  rightfully 
question  its  sufBciency  or  inquire  into  the  facts  upon  which  it  may  have 
been  based.  A  copy  of  the  regulations  of  this  Dejiartment  in  regard  to 
passports  is  herewith  transmitted.  It  will  be  seen  from  them  that  the 
greatest  care  is  taken  to  prevent  imposition  by  persons  asking  for  pass- 
ports as  citizens.  In  the  case  of  naturalized  citizens,  the  presentation  of 
the  certiticate  of  naturalization  is  required.  The  passport  on  its  face 
does  not  make  any  distinction  between  native  and  naturalized  citizens, 
and  it  is  conceived  that  no  foreign  government  can  without  discourtesy, 
at  least,  to  the  head  of  this  Department,  attempt  to  make  such  a  dis- 
tinction. 

You  will  consequently  address  a  remonstrance  and  protest  upon  this 
subject  to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  aifairs. 

It  may  be  said  further  that  the  law  and  regulations  adverted  to  seem 
to  ignore  the  fact  as  to  the  large  number  of  persons  in  the  United  States 
who  were  naturalized  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Uidalgo.  This  Gov- 
ernment has  no  disposition  to  assert  rights  of  citizenship  for  any  who 
may  not  lawfully  be  entitled  to  them.  It  cannot,  however,  ajlow  any 
foreign  government  to  vsit  in  judgment  upon  that  question. 
1  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FKSII. 


Xo.  290. 

Mr.  Xclson  to  Mr.  Finh, 

No.  51  k]  Le(jation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  February  14,  1872.  (Received  March  1.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  disj>atches  Nos.  504  and  507,  I  herewith  inclose 
a  copy  and  translation  (A,  B,  and  C)  of  another  article  by  Mr.  Emilio 
Valasco,  from  the  Siglo  XIX,  upon  "  Mexican  relations  with  the  United 
States,'^  which  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  the  "  Free  Zone."  Though 
the  views  expressed  are  at  variance  with  those  held  both  by  the  Ameri- 
can and  the  Mexican  governments  upon  the  subject,  the  position  and 
iuitecedents  of  the  writer  render  his  statements  worthy  of  consideration. 
I  am,  &(',,  * 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOX. 


'i.Molortiii^  C. — TraiKHlaJioiil 

THE  FREE  ZONE. 

Br   D(  K  Emilio  Vel.vj>c<>. 

[/'Vt)w  the.  Siglo  XIX,  of  January  15,  187;j.  J 

111  our  previoa«  article  we  obaerved  that  the  abolition  of  the  zone  would  uot  remedy 
the  evils  of  which  the  American  Government  complains  and  would  only  cause  a  double 
development  of  8mu«;glinjf,  tirat  from  the  American  frontier  to  our  own,  and  afterward 
wfv?  verna.  In  examining  this  point,  we  ^hall  now  present  some  reminiscence  of  the  con- 
dition of  fclie  Mexican  frontier  before  the  establishment  of  tlie  zone.     There  existed  on 
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tbe  American  bank,  in  front  of  each  of  our  towns,  a  custom-honse,  on  the  drawback 
principle,  which  gave  rise  to  the  fact  that  all  our  importations  were  made  from  the 
United  States. 

It  is  unquestionable  that  this  institution  favored  smuggling  int«  Mexico,  as  the  mer- 
chant could  keep  his  goods  in  deposit  without  paying  duties,  until  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  them  clandestinely  by  some  one  of  the  numerous  unguarded  passes 
of  the  river.  At  that  time,  as  appears  from  statistics  recently  published,  there  were 
constantly  in  deposit  at  Brownsville  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  goods, 
all  destined  for  importation  into  Mexico. 

In  1856  the  present  tariff  was  established,  which  considerably  diminished  the  import 
duties,  and  at  the  same  time  introduced  the  system  of  discounting  the  payment  of  such 
dues  on  account  of  advances  of  money  made  to  military  chiefs.  The  result  was,  that 
although  the  duties  were  paid  at  par,  it  was  a  merely  nominal  payment,  as  it  was 
made  in  orders  upon  the  custom-house,  which  the  merchant  had  bought  from  the  gov- 
<^mment  or  from  the  military  chiefs,  at  a  discount  amounting  generally  to  one-half, 
and  sometimes  even  less.  It  is  consequently  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  actnal 
regnlts  of  the  lowering  of  duties  by  the  tariff  of  1856,  since  that  tariff  was  constantly 
nullified  by  discounting  tbe  duties;  but  we  will  nevertheless  endeavor  to  state  its 
principal  effects. 

Under  the  high-tar. ff  system,  there  were  organized  bands  of  smugglers,  whose  plan 
was  to  take  advantage  of  the  passage  of  goods  from  the  United  States  into  Mexico  in 
order  to  cross  their  own  goods  by  some  place  on  the  river  which  appeared,  least  exposed 
to  the  vigilance  of  the  customs  employ^is,  and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  employ  force 
when  surprised  in  tlieir  operations.  These  perilous  adventures  produced  heavy  gains; 
and  even  when  the  Hnuigjrlers  secured  the  passage  of  only  a  part  of  their  goods,  it  was 
generally  enough  to  shield  them  from  loss. 

Those  who  now  complain  of  smuggling  have  no  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  it  was 
formerly  (farritMl  on,  but  they  may  easily  satisfy  themselves  by  examining  the  fiscal 
document  of  that  epoch. 

The  tariff  of  1856  momentarily  diminished  smugsrling  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was 
thought  possible  to  do  away  with  the  counter-guard.  This  was  an  error,  for  it  created 
new  facilities  for  smuggling  goods  into  the  center  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  soon 
revived  such  operations  upon  a  still  vaster  scale  in  1856  and  1857  ;  ^tnd  these  evils, 
immensely  greater  tlmn  those  the  Free  Zone  has  caused  to  the  United  States,  were 
caused  in  great  measure  by  the  American  system  of  dispatching  goods,  and  the  draw- 
backs. 

It  should  be  observed  that  neither  the  lowering  of  the  tariff  h')r  the  payment  of 
duties  in  custom-house  orders  sutUced  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mexican  fron- 
tier from  providing  for  their  wants  by  smuggling  from  the  cheap  American  market. 

The  inherent  characteristics  of  the  situation  of  the  Mexican  frontit-r,  as  towaid  the 
American,  before  the  Free  Zone,  were  then  the^e  two: 

Ist.  Smuggling  upon  a  vast  scale  was  singularly  fa^iilitated  by  the  establishment  of 
drawbacks  on  the  American  frontier,  and  by  the  connivance  of  American  employes. 

2d.  A  vast  consumption  on  our  frontier  of  goods  smuggled  from  Texas,  and  hence 
the  ruin  of  Mexican  commerce,  the  depopulation  and  demoralization  of  our  settlements, 
and  their  complete  dependence  upon  Texas.  The  law  of  the  Free  Zone,  promulgat^^l 
in  1858,  took  into  account  only  tlie  second  of  these  features.  Its  principal  object  was 
to  check  the  decadence  of  theMcxican  settlements  along  the  Rio  Bravo,  by  assuring 
to  their  inhabitants  the  meaTis  of  subsistence.  This  law  is  ctmsidered  by  some  as  an 
act  of  hostility  against  the  United  States,  but  those  wh3  examined  the  records  of  the 
epoch  immediately  preceding  and  following  the  Free  Zone,  will  be  convinced  that  this 
complaint  rests  on  no  solid  basis,  and  that  the  Amcrieau  (loverumeut  has  been 
d«3eeived  upon  this  subject. 

There  existed  a  fact  upon  the  frontier  which  our  laws  were  powerless  to  prevent 
this  fact  wa«,  that  all  the  goods  cousnmed  were  smuggled  from  Texas.  Free  consump- 
tion was  a  fact  attended  with  immense  disorders,  above  the  combinations  of  legislators, 
and  above  all  fiscal  precautions.  At  the  present  time  the  enemies  of  the  zone  denounce 
it  as  a  prmleffe.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  a,  privWg^  not  created  by  the  law,  but  by  the 
nature  of  things,  and  existing  previously  to  the  law.  The  law  accepted  what  it  could 
not  prevent;  it  merely  endeavored  to  establish  convenient  regulatious  and  to  diminish 
the  accompanying  disorders. 

Itnowremains  to  examine  the  changes  produced  by  the  Free  Zone  in  the  commercial 
relations  of  the  two  frontiers,  and  to  prove  that  the  abolition  of  the  zone  would  cause 
a  double  movement  of  contraband  traffic,  so  as  to  understand  fully  the  interests  which 
♦»ur  government  is  bound  to  protect  and  the  necessities  it  is  bound  to  consider.  We 
desire  that  this  question  be  discussed  in  good  faith  with  the  American  Government,  in 
order  that  a  final  solution  mav  be  found  compatible  with  the  interests  of  both.  We 
have  traced  the  antecedents  o^  our  commerce  on  the  frontier,  not  in  order  to  reproach 
anyone,  but  in  order  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  fundamental  elements  of  the  question.  We 
are  fully  persuaded  of  the  friendship  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  now 
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bears  toward  us,  and  tbi8  frit^ndship  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  which  inducet)  U8 
to  desire  a  solution  of  all  pending  questions.  The  Hettlement  of  a  difficult  question 
between  friends  is  easier  than  that  of  the  slightoHt  misuuderstaudiuj^  between  distant 
acquaintances. 

The  law  of  the  Free  Zone  was  promuljjated  in  Ir^nS.  Its  basis  was  the  importation 
of  goods  free  of  duties  into  a  certain  district  within  which  they  might  freely  circulate, 
on  condition  of  paying  duties  when  sent  into  the  interior  of  the  republic.  From 
this  fact  arose  two  consequences :  The  tirst  was  to  render  merchandise  as  cheap  in 
Mexico  as  in  the  United  States,  and  thus  to  remedy  our  commercial  dependence  upon 
that  country.  The  second  was  to  relieve  us  from  the  paralyzing  efl'ect  of  the  American 
drawback  system,  and  to  facilitate  the  vigilance  of  the  passes  of  the  river. 

The  precise  effects  of  the  Free  Zone  cannot  be  studied  in  the  period  from  1858  to  1866, 
because  during  all  this  time  one  or  the  other  frontier  suffered  from  very  exceptional 
tiscal  or  political  influences.  From  1858  to  1861  constant  reductions  in  the  duties  were 
made  by  military  chieftains,  to  such  a  degree  that  orders  on  custom-houses  sunk  to  20 
or  25  per  cent.,  for  which  reason  the  merchant  had  no  interest  in  smuggling. 

From  1861  to  1865  the  American  civil  war  and  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports 
produced  an  abnormal  situation.  Most  of  the  commerce  of  Texas  was  made  through 
the  port  of  Matamoras.  From  1865  to  1666  the  Imperialist  authorities  of  Matamoraa 
endeavored,  from  political  motives,  to  obstruct  all  commercial  relations  between  the 
two  frontiers,  and  there  was,  besides,  so  large  a  number  of  republican  troops  along  the 
Rio  Bravo  as  to  render  smuggling  difficult. 

As  relates  to  the  UnitM  States  durinsr  this  period,  the  only  observation  we  have  to 
make  is,  that  while  the  tariflf  was  low  there  was  no  smuggling  from  Mexico  into  Texas, 
and  that  such  smuggling  commenced  when  the  high  taritt  and  the  internal-revenue  act 
commenced  to  be  put  in  force.  Before  the  civil  war  internal  trade  was  perfectly  free 
in  the  United  States ;  almost  all  the  merchandise  consumed  on  both  frontiers  was 
American,  and  excessively  clieap  on  the  Texan  side,  from  which  the  smuggling  was 
made  into  Mexico. 

During  the  war  the  internal  revenue  was  established,  and  as  this  duty  was  not  col- 
lected on  goods  in  transit  for  Mexico,  it  resulted,  when  combined,  with  the  action  of  the 
Free  Zone,  as  rendering  even  goods  of  American  production  cheaper  in  Mexico  than  in 
the  United  States.  It  often  happened  that  American  goods  were  smuggled  back  for 
the  consumption  of  the  American  frontier.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  consump- 
tion of  American  goods  has  notably  decreased,  and  that  of  European  goods  has  con- 
sequently increased,  in  spite  of  their  heavy  freight. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  goods  sent  to  Matamoras  come  first  from  Europe  to  New 
Orleans,  as  a  port  of  transit,  pass  thence  to  Brownsville,  where  they  enjoy  the  free- 
dom of  deposit,  and  finally  to  Matamoras  or  some  other  Mexican  town  along  the  Rio 
Bravo.  Once  in  Mexican  territory,  if  there  should  be  any  market  for  these  goods  in 
Texas,  they  can  always  be  smuggled  back.  The  ports  of  deposit  have  also  a  great  in- 
fluence upon  our  frontier  trade. 

The  American  territory  presents  great  advantages  for  the  transit  of  our  commerce, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  smuggled  into  the  interior,  not  by  the  importer,  but  by 
other  merchants  who  buy  from  him. 

At  the  present  time,  as  a  general  rnle,  no  merchant  attempts  to  bring  across  an  in- 
voice witnout  having  procured  the  connivance  of  some  customs  employes.  This  ques- 
tion of  smuggling  has  become,  in  great  measure,  a  question  of  the  fidelity  of  employ($8, 
and  is  consequently  very  difficult  of  solution. 

The  distance  of  those  regions  prevents  any  effectual  vigilance.  Smuggling  is  gen- 
erally perceived  only  by  it*  effects.  The  counter-guards  are  intended  to  correct  this 
evil,  and  will  undoubtedly  do  so  when  their  operations  shall  be  supported  by  an  ade- 
quate armed  force. 

The  above  antecedents  sufficiently  demonstrate  the  condition  to  which  both  frontiers 
would  be  reduced  by  the  abolition  of  the  Free  Zone.  American  commerce  with  our  frontier 
would  cease  from  the  moment  of  imposing  duties  upon  it.  Ports  of  deposit  in  Mexico 
would  not  remedy  the  evil,  because  the  American  custom-houses  would  be  preferred  as 
places  of  deposit,'on  account  of  their  great  security,  and  there  would  be  quickly  accumu- 
lated a  vast  store  of  goods,  which  would  be  smuggled  into  our  territory.  From  the 
commercial  point  of  view,  the  American  settlements  would  undoubtedly  thrive  at  the 
expense  of  our  own,  which  would  be  completely  ruined ;  but  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  derive  no  pecuniary  advantage  therefrom,  nor  would  smuggling  be  at  all 
diminished. 

When  once  the  goods  had  been  smuggled  into  M'*xican  territory,  they  would  neces- 
sarily be  cheai»er  than  in  Texas,  and  a  second  operation  of  the  same  kind  would  restore 
the  equilibrium  «>f  prices.  There  is,  besides,  another  very  important  aspect  of  this 
questitm,  whi<'h  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  The  smuggling  now  carried  on  from  Mexico 
into  Texas  is  not  very  extensive  ;  it  is  rather  a  matter  of  peddlers -wares,  which  neces- 
sarily escape  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities.  Its  importance,  then,  is  not  in  its 
amount,  but  in  its  frequency.  I^arge  invoices  are  rarely  sent  across,  and  only  when  the 
r4>nnivauce  of  custom  employes  h;is  been   secured.     Such   connivance  would  enable  a 
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merohaut  to  smuggle  a  consign niout  of  goods  from  the  American  bonded  warehouse  to 
Mexican  soil,  and  to  re-pass  them  by  another  route  into  Texas.  But  wheu  this  con- 
nivance is  assured,  this  double  operation  becomes  unnecessary. 

It  is  easier  to  pretend  to  make  such  am.  exportation,  so  as  to  extract  the  goods  from 
the  warehouses  without  having  to  pay  duties,  and  really  to  dispoj^e  of  such  goods  on 
American  soil.  This  is  what  is  generally  done,  and  when  the  effects  of  such  operations 
upon  the  American  markets  is  perceived,  those  effects  are  wrongly  attributed  to  smug- 
gling from  Mexico.  Operations  of  this  kind  have  taken  place,  not  only  on  the  frontier, 
but  even  at  New  Orleans.  We  remember  a  case  which  came  before  the  American 
courts,  in  which  a  vensel  wa.s  dispatched  from  New  Orleans  toMatamoras  with  a  heavy 
cargo  of  whisky. 

The  vessel  arrived  atMatamoras  in  ballast ;  the  whisky  had  merely  been  carried  from 
the  bonded  warehouse  to  the  merchant's  stores.  With  or  without  the  Free  Zone,  this 
class  of  frauds  will  be  committed  as  long  as  the  present  fiscal  system  shall  subsist  in 
the  United  States.  The  careful  examination  of  this  question  gives  this  result:  that 
Texan  interests  wish  to  thrive  by  the  ruin  of  our  settlements,  and  that  they  have 
sought  to  find  in  the  iusigniticant  smuggling  now  carried  on  a  pretext  for  attacking 
the  Free  Zone. 


Xo.  291. 

Mr,  N^ehori  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  518.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  February  14,  1872.    (Received  March  1.) 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  defeat  of  General  Neri,  and  the  taking  of 
Zacat^cas  by  the  insurgents,  the  government  judged  it  prudent  to  evac- 
uate Aguas  Calientes,  which  was  immediately  occupied  by  rebel  forces. 

Two  States  are,  therefore,  lost  for  the  present  to  the  government.  The 
revolutionary  governor  of  Zacatecas  is  the  ex-deputy  Trinidad  Garcia  ; 
and  General  Gomez  Portugal,  deposed  a  few  months  since  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  Aguas  Calientes,  ha«  been  reinstated  by  the  rebels. 

It  is  now  believed  that  General  Guerra  will  march  from  Zacatecas 
upon  Guadalajara.  If  so,  there  is  serious  danger  that  that  city  will  be 
taken,  as  its  garrison  is  small,  and  there  are  numerous  bands  of  insur- 
gents throughout  the  State  of  Jalisco,  which  would  swell  the  numbers 
of  the  attacking  force. 

Governor  Pesqueira,  of  Sonora,  who  was  marching  against  Mazatlan 
with  a  respectable  force,  has  been  defeated  by  the  rebel  general  Mar- 
quez,  and  obliged  to  return  to  Sonora. 

The  government  forces  sent  from  Manzanillo  against  Mazatlan  are 
too  few  to  accomplish  their  object  unaided,  so  that  that  important  port 
will  still  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  for  a  considerable  time.  A 
shipment  of  arms  for  the  revolutionists  of  Mazatlan,  consisting  of  3,000 
Enfield  rifles,  which  was  sent  from  New  York  via  Panama,  was,  a  few 
days  since,  seized  by  the  customhouse  at  Acapulco,  from  on  board  the 
Pacific  mail-steamer  Montana. 

Public  attention  is  now  chiefly  occupied  with  the  approaching  strug- 
gle in  San  Luis  Potosi  and  Zacatecas.  General  Eocha  marched  north- 
ward from  this  city,  with  three  thousand  men,  probably  en  route  for  San 
Luis.  He  was  to  reach  Queretaro  to-day,  and  may  arrive  at  San  Luis 
a  week  hence,  but,  meanwhile,  that  city  is  in  considerable  danger  of 
being  taken  by  the  northern  revolutionists. 

The  presentwhereabouts  of  General  Porfirio  Diaz  seems  to  be  unknown 
to  all  parties,  it  being  a  month  since  he  disappeared  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Orizaba.  Widely  different  rumors  are  in  circulation,  but  it  is 
most  probable  that  he  has  arrived  in  the  State  of  San  Luis.    His  total 

failure  in  Oaxaca  has,  however,  lost  him  all  prestige  as  chief  of  the  rev- 

o 
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olntiou.  Treviuo  and  Guerra  no  longer  speak  of  him  iu  their  manifestoes* 
and  it  is  said  that  his  revohitionary  plan  of  the  Noria  has  been  cast 
aside  for  another,  the  terms  of  which  l^ave  not  yet  transpired. 

Oar  news  from  the  northern  frontier  is  completely  cut  off,  but  a  conflict 
is  evidently  imminent  (if  it  has  not  already  taken  place)  between  Gen- 
erals Cortina  and  Qiiiroga,  for  the  possession  of  Matamoras. 

Amid  the  ravages  of  civil  war,  several  public  improvements  are 
being  pushed  forward.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  Toluca  narrow- 
gauge  railroad  on  the  5th  instant,  and  on  the  proposed  carriage-road 
from  Queretaro  to  Tampico  on  the  6th  instant. 

President  Juarez,  through  Secretary  Roii]ero,  has,  by  virtue  of  his 
"  ample  faculties,"  promulgated  a  new  tariff,  the  publication  of  which  is 
not  yet  complete,  as  also  a  law  upon  internal  revenue,  and  upon  the  use 
of  stamped  paper,  and  has  celebrated  a  contract  with  the  Panama  Rail- 
road Company  for  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers  to  touch  at 
several  additional  ports  of  the  Pacific. 

All  the  above  measures  will  be  more  fully  stated  in  my  future  dis 
spatches. 

I  am,  &/C., 

THOMAS  U.  NELSON. 


No.  292. 

^fr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  523.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  February  26, 1872.    (Received  March  15.) 

Sir:  On  the  1st  of  January  last  President  Juarez,  by  virtue  of  his 
"  ample  faculties,"  decreed  a  new  tariff,  which  is  to  go  into  effect  at  the 
beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1872.  The  publi- 
cation of  this  tariff,  and  of  its  voluminous  regulations,  has  just  been 
completed  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  and  it  ha«  not  yet  appeared  in  the 
form  of  a  volume.  This  important  measure  will,  of  course,  be  subject 
to  the  revision  of  the  Mexican  congress,  and  will  undoubtedly  form  the 
principal  subject  of  discussion  during  the  session,  which  will  begin  on 
the  1st  of  April  next.  It  will  be  vigorously  attacked,  but  will  proba- 
bly be  sanctioned  in  all  its  essential  features. 

The  present  tariff  was  established  in  1856.  Since  that  time  numer- 
ous modifications  have  been  introduced,  but  no  general  measure  has 
been  passed.  Since  the  return  of  the  liberal  government  to  this  city, 
in  1867,  it  submitted  proposals  to  congress  for  a  radical  reform  in  the 
tariff  law,  and  successive  committees  of  finance  have  also  presented 
projects  to  the  same  end,  but,  after  protracted  and  exhausting  discus- 
sions, In  which  Minister  Romero  has  taken  an  active  part,  the  Mexican 
congress  has  not  yet  been  able,  nor  would  it  be  able  for  years  to  come,  to 
agree  upon  the  necessary  points  of  reform. 

Under  these  circumstances,  President  Juarez  would  seem  to  have 
taken  a  judicious  step  in  '*  cutting  the  Gordian  knot,''  b}' issuing  a  care- 
fully considered  and  liberal  tariff,  from  which  great  benefits  to  foreign 
commerce  in  Mexico  may  reasonably  be  expected. 

I  herewith  inclosv^  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  the  explana- 
tory circular  of  Minister  Romero,  which  accompanies  the  tariff. 
I  am,  &c , 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOy. 

Jigitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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[iDclosure  B. — TranHlfttion.] 
[Circular.] 

TKKASl'KY   DEPARTMENT — FIRST   SEC!  ION. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  copies  of  the  tariff  for  the  maritime  and  frontier  cus- 
tom-houses of  the  repuhlic,  which  the  President  has  to-day  decreed,  by  virtue  of  the 
facHlties  granted  him  in  the  third  article  of  the  law  of  December  1,  1871. 

The  President  believes  that  he  could  not  have  used  the  faculties  with  which  con- 
gress invested  him  in  a  manner  more  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  legitimate  com- 
merce and  of  the  federal  treasury  than  by  establishing  the  tariff  which  has  so  long  been 
pending,  and  the  lack  of  which  paralyzed  commercial  operations  and  considerably 
diminished  the  receipts  of  the  treasury. 

The  President  has  not  deemed  the  present  crisis  a  proper  time  to  introduce  radical 
changes  in  the  existing  tariff,  and  has  judged  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  task  of  the 
executive  should  rather  be  limited  to  its  simplification  and  codification,  accepting,  in 
general,  as  the  basis  of  the  new  tariff,  the  provisions  of  the  existing  ordinance  and 
laws. 

The  new  tariff  has  been  formed  upon  this  principle,  and  by  it  the  executive  believes 
that  the  following  advantages  will  be  gained: 

I.  To  reduce  to  a  single  amount  the  various  duties  now  paid,  under  different  names, 
by  foreign  goods,  on  their  importation  into  the  republic,  some  in  the  maritime  custom- 
houses, and  some  in  other  oflSces,  either  levied  directly  upon  such  goods  or  upon  the 
Mexican  products  exported  for  tlieir  payment,  and  to  make,  at  the  same  time,  a  reduc- 
tion upon  the  amount  paid. 

II.  To  fix  the  import  duties,  as  a  rule,  in  a  given  amount,  employing  the  ad  valorem 
basis  only  in  cases  where  a  specified  duty  cannot  be  provided. 

III.  To  add  to  the  tariff-list  many  articles  not  found  in  the  present  ordinance,  thus 
avoiding  the  inconvenience  of  the  arbitrary  imposts  now  collected  on  such  goods. 
The  number  of  articles  classified  in  tlie  present  ordinance  is  52,'),  while  in  the  now 
tariff  it  is  more  than  800. 

IV.  To  abolish  prohibitions. 

V.  To  increase,  as  far  as  possililo,  tlio  list  of  free  goods,  exempting  them  from  all 
dues,  while  the  present  tariff  only  frees  them  from  a  part.  In  the  ordinance  of  Janu- 
ary 31, 1856,  the  number  of  articles  on  the  free  list  is  34,  while  in  the  new  tariff  they 
number  63. 

VI.  To  abolish  onerous  restrictions  upon  the  internal  circulation  of  foreign  goods 
that  have  paid  importation  duties. 

VII.  To  establish  uniform  duties  upon  foreign  goods,  which  produces  the  advantage 
of  equalizing  mercantile  operations  throughout  the  nation. 

VIII.  To  exempt  national  vessels  from  light-house  dues,  and  collect  them  from  for- 
eign vessels  only  in  the  ports  where  light-houses  exist. 

IX.  To  provide  that  pilotage  dues  be  paid  only  by  vessels  that  call  for  pilots. 

X.  To  grant  all  possible  privileges  to  foreign  commerce,  thus  facilitating  the  export- 
ation of  Mexican  products,  and  opening  our  coasts  to  exportation  trade. 

XI.  To  authorize  the  exportation  of  bullion,  in  so  far  as  the  good  faith  of  the  na- 
tion, pledged  to  the  lessees  of  mints,  will  allow. 

XII.  To  authorize  the  transit  of  foreign  goods  across  Mexican  territory. 

XIII.  To  simplify,  as  fur  as  potsible,  the  operations  of  custom-houses  to  the  advan- 
tage of  importation. 

XIV.  To  comply  with  the  law  of  March  15;  1S57,  which  established  the  decimal- 
metrical  system  of  weights  and  measures  ;  and 

XV.  To  combine  in  a  single  ordinance  the  various  provisions  concerning  foreign 
commerce  that  are  scattered  through  many  laws  now  in  force,  which  cannot  readily 
be  consulted,  especially  by  exporters  in  foreign  countries. 

At  first  sight,  it  would  appear  that  the  tariff  rate^  have  been  increased,  since,  ou 
comparing  thorn  with  the  present  tariff,  they  are  in  fact  found  to  be  higher.  This  dif- 
ference is  explained  in  two  ways.  Firstly, "in  the  new  tariff  all  the  importation  duties 
on  foreign  goods  now  paid  into  the  federal  treasury,  under  different  names,  and  which 
do  not  appear  in  the  lists  of  the  present  tariff,  are  brought  together ;  and,  secondly,  the 
new  duties  are  based  upon  the  meter  and  kilogram  as  units  of  measure  and  weight, 
instead  of  the  yard  and  ])ound,  now  employed  for  that  purpose.  Foreign  goods  now 
pay  to  the  federal  treasury  upon  their  importation  into  the  republic  the  following 
duties : 

Importation  dutv 8100  00 

Public  works  duty 20  00 

Railroad  duty 15  00 

Internal  transit  duty ^^ .       10  00 

Counter- registration  duty •igfeed'byVrrOC  ^  ^ 
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Municipal  duty |3  00 

Sabstitate  for  tolls,  equivalent  to 9  00 

Excise  duty 15  50 

Export  duty  on  coin  at  8  per  cent,  ad  vnlorern,  equivalent  to 35  00 

Total 232  50 


The  operation  of  reducing  all  tliCBO  duties  to  a  single  import  was  therefore  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  adding  132. 50  per  cent,  to  the  present  importation  duties.  From  this 
amount  a  deduction  of  12.  5<)  per  cent,  was  made,  so  that  the  actual  increase  was 
120  per  cent. 

It  may  be  alleged  that  the  excise  duty  is  only  paid  by  goods  consumed  within  the 
federal  district,  and  that,  by  consolidating  it  with  importation  duties,  it  is  really  im- 
posed npon  goods  consumed  outside  of  the  district.  This  consideration  diminishes  iu 
importance  when  wo  remember  that  the  goods  consumed  in  the  federal  district  form 
the  greater  part  of  those  imported  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  the  latter  amount  to  half  of 
those  consumed  in  the  republic.  It  is  also  a  fact  that,  in  most  of  the  States,  if  not  in 
all,  excise  duties  are  levied  equivalent  on  the  average  to  those  of  the  federal  district. 

Nevertheless,  the  President;  believing  that  a  prudent  reduction  of  the  importation 
duties,  along  with  the  other  provisions  of  the  new  tariff  iu  favor  of  commerce,  mi^ht 
be  efficacious  to  increase  the  customs  receipts,  determined  to  make  the  said  reduction 
of  12.50  per  cent.,  which  may  be  held  to  represent  the  excise  duty,  and  to  be  equiva- 
lent to  its  abolition. 

If  the  new  import^ation  duties  appear  higher  than  the  present  ones,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  additional  duties  above  mentioned,  amounting  to  1:^2.50  per  cent.,  and 
also  those  upon  cotton  and  tobacco,  are  included  therein,  and  will  cease  to  be  collected 
separately  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  July,  1872. 

The  term  designated  for  the  new  tariff  to  be  put  in  force  is  thought  to  be  suffiicient 
to  protect  commerce  from  loss  in  its  pending  orders  for  goods.  In  order  to  facilitate 
the  observance  of  the  new  tariff,  the  President  has  sanctioned  a  code  of  regulations 
for  maritime  and  frontier  custom-houses,  drawn  up  in  consonance  with  the  new  tariff^ 
and  which  is  also  promulgated  this  day. 

The  President  trusts  that  the  practical  results  of  the  new  tariff  will  abundantly 
prove  the  advantages  it  offers  to  legitimate  commerce,  and  to  tho  fc^doral  treasury. 

Independence  and  liberty! 

M.  ROMERO. 

Mexico,  Janua^ij  1,  1872. 


No.  203. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

No.  227.]  DepartmIent  of  State, 

Washington,  February  27,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  and  of  the 
papers  Which  accompanied  it,  addressed  to  this  Department  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  relative  to  depredations,  by  Kickapoo  Indians 
from  Mexico,  upon  Texas.  It  is  represented  that  in  making  these  dep- 
redations, those  savages  were  encouraged,  if  not  instigated,  by  Mexi- 
cans. You  will  again  make  a  representation  upon  this  subject  to  the 
Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  It  must  be  obvious  to  that  gov- 
ernment that  the  ravages  referred  to  cannot  fail  to  occasion  great  irri- 
tation among  those  citizens  of  Texas  who  suffer  from  them,  and  that  iu 
the  interest  of  the  good  understanding  which  we  are  desirous  of  main- 
taining with  the  Mexican  republic,  the  government  of  that  republic  is 
expected  to  exert  its  authority  toward  checking  the  raids  of  the  robbers 
adverted  to. 

I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Digitizec 
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(Inclojiire  1.] 
Mr.  Delano  to  Mr,  Fhh. 

Departmf.nt  ok  tiik  Interior, 
fVashington,  D.  C,  February  23,  IbTti.    (Receivctl  February  24.) 
Sir  :  I  bavc  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dat^d  the  6th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  reports  relative 
to  depredations,  &c.,  committed  by  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico,  in  tne  vicinity  of 
Fort  Davis,  Texas;  also,  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  dated  the  13th  instant,'  giving  his  views  in  nlation  to  the  subject. 
Very  respectfnllv,  Ac, 

C.  DELANO, 
Sf'n^'iary  of  the  Inteiior. 


(ludoHuro  2.] 

Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Delano.  * 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

ffashingtouj  D.  C,  February  13,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the  Depart- 
ment, of  the  report  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  relative  to  a  depredation  com- 
mitted on  the  22d  of  November  last  upon  the  Texas  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  a  party 
of  Kickapoos,  from  Mexico. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  this  is  but  one  of  a  series  of  depredations  com- 
mitted by  hostile  Kickapoo  Indians,  who  make  freqneut  raids  across  the  Mexican 
border  into  Texas,  carrying  off  stock  and  other  property  in  large  amount,  and  selling 
the  same  to  Mexicans,  who  ondonbtedly  encourage  them  in  their  operations  and  pro- 
tect them  ftt>m  pursuit.  This  state  of  things  has  been  continued  for  ^ears,  to  the  deep 
injury  of  the  people  of  Texas.  To  remedy  this  evil  was  the  object,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, of  the  effort  made  last  year  to  remove  these  Kickapoos  to  the  Indian  country. 
Ab  that  effort  failed,  and  under  circumstances  which  do  not  encourage  this  Office  to  re- 
new the  attempt,  nothing  further  occurs  to  be  done  by  the  Department  in  the  prem- 
inesy  unless  it  shonld  be  deemed  advisable  to  have  the  matter  again  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Mexican  authorities  through  the  Department  of  State. 

The  Mexicans  alone  can  prevent  this  state  of  things,  as  they  alone  have  been  re- 
sponsible  in  the  past  for  its  contittuauce. 

The  report  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

F.  A.  WALKER, 

(Jommissioner, 


[Inclowiro  3.] 

Mr.  Belknap  to  Mr.  Delano. 

War  Department, 
Washington  Citijy  February  6,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  from  the  commanding-general  of  the  Military  Division  of  the 
Sooth  certain  papers  relative  to  depredations  and  murder  committed  by  Kickapoo  In- 
dians in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Davis,  Texap,  copies  of  which  are  sent  herewith  for  your 
information  and  that  of  the  Indian  Bureau. 
Very  respectfully,  Ac, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Inclosaro  4.] 

State  of  Texas,  ^County  of  Webb  : 

Before  me,  Samuel  M.  Jarvis,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Lavedo,  county  and  State  afore- 
said, came  Margarito  Casta weda,  to  me  well  known,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  and  is  the  commandant  of  the  custom-house  guards  of  the 
post  of  Nuevo  Lavedo,  Mexico ;  that  on  or  about  the  2*id  day  of  November  last,  while 


396  FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

on  duty  aloag  the  Rio  Grande,  abont  twenty  miles  above  the  town,  be  heard  a  great 
ootcry  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  river,  and  the  report  of  fire-arms,  and  it  being  in  a 
place  where  there  are  no  settlements,  they  came  to  the  river  in  front  of  where  some 
shepherds  were  in  charge  of  a  flock,  near  the  arroyo  Saint  Thomas,  and  the  shepherds 
informed  them  that  they  had  just  been  attacked  by  a  party  of  six  or  seven  Indians, 
armed  with  rifles,  who  had  killed  one  of  their  number  and  wounded  another ;  they  said 
they  did  not  know  froqi  whence  the  Indians  had  come,  and  thereupon  deponent,  know- 
ing that  the  Kickapoos  were  then  encamped  about  six  leagues  from  the  river,  at  a 
place  called  the  Lagura  de  la  Leche,  on  the  Mexican  side,  started  to  find  if  their  trail 
had  come  from  there.  He  soon  found  where  they  had  crossed  the  river,  immediately 
opposite  where  the  shepherds  were.  The  Indians  had  killed  a  horse,  and  of  the  hide 
had  made  a  boat  in  which  to  cross  theif  arms,  and  were  all  mounted.  Deponent  there- 
upon took  the  back  trail  into  Mexico,  and  followed  it  for  about  three  leagues  in  the 
exact  course  lending  to  the  Lagura,  and  being  then  convinced  that  the  Indians  had 
come  from  there,  they  did  not  follow  it  any  farther. 

MARGARITO  CASTAWEDA. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  15 tb  day  of  December.  1871. 

SAMUEL  M.  JARVIS, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Larcdi). 
Official  copy  : 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
Asuiniant  Adjutant -General. 


(Incloflnre  5.  J 

Mr.  Jarvis  to  Mr,  MvCook. 

Custom- HOU8K,  Lavkdo,  Tkxah, 

Deoeiiiber  15,  1871. 
General:  1  inclose  herewith  the  declaration  of  M.  Castaweda,  the  chief  of  the 
Mexican  custom-house  guards,  a  very  respectable  man,  whose  evidence  with  regard 
to  the  Indians  will  be  strong,  as  he  is  a  Mexican  citizen  and  official. 

The  party  who  followed  the  Indians  came  back,  having  gone  nearly  to  Fort  Clark. 
The  Indians,  as  they  were  informed  by  the  citizens  there,  had  been  seen  to  cross  the 
river  into  Mexico,  but  as  they  could  not  testify  to  their  own  knowledge,  I  did  not  take 
their  declarations. 
I  am,  &c., 

SAMUEL  M.  JARVIS. 

f  First  indorse  Qient.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  Fort  Brown,  Tex  a  8, 

December  2^,  1871. 
Respectfully  forwardtMi  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general.  Department  of  Texas,  for 
his  iulbrraation. 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 
JLieuien ant-Colonel  Tenth  Infantry, 

Brevet  Major-General,  U,  8.  A.,  Commanding. 

Official  copy  : 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
Assint^nt  Adjutant-General. 

fSocond  indorsemeut.] 

HEADQUARTEltS  DkPAKTMKNT  OK  TeXAS. 

San  Antonto,  January  8,  1872. 
Official  copy,  rospoctfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  United  States  Array, 
through  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  for  his  information. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS. 
Colonel  Third  Cavalry,  Brevet  Major-Gciural  U.  S.  J.,  Connnanding. 

[Third  indoraeiuent.] 

HeADQUARTEKS  MrLITAKY  I>lVl>lON  OF  Mif^orKi. 

Chicoifo^  January  25,  1872. 

It  ban  been  the   practice  of  the  Indians  on  the  Mox.ican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  to 

o 
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depredate  in  Texas  for  many  years.    A»  no  harm  has  ever  come  to  any  of  them  tor 
doing  80,  either  from  the  Mexican  govern meut  or  onr  own,  it  is  liable  to  continue. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant-General  Commanding, 

Aiultant-Gknkral's  Office, 

fVofihinytonj  February  I,  1872. 
Official  C4)pie8  : 

E.  I).  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General 


No.  294. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  526.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoj  Febrimry  29,  1872.  (Received  March  15.) 
'  SiE:  Tlie  military  situation  in  Mexico  has  assumed  an  aspect  more 
favorable  for  the  fcovernment.  The  insurgents,  after  their  victories  at 
Zacateeas  and  Aguas  Calientes,  concentrated  their  forces  at  Salinas,  near 
San  Luis  Potosi,  about  the  middle  of  this  month,  with  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  attacking  that  city  before  it  could  be  relieved  by  General  Bocha. 
The  latter,  however,  succeeded  in  reaching  San  Felii)e,  a  strategetical 
point  between  San  Luis  and  Zacateeas,  on  the  18th  instant,  and  active 
operations  commenced  on  the  22d,  when  he  marched  to  meet  the  insur- 
gents at  Ojuelos. 

The  rebel  generals  Guerra,  Martinez,  and  Tre\irio  did  not  await  the 
attack,  but  made  a  rapid  movement  southward,  closely  followed  by 
Rocha,  and  occupied  Lagos,  in  Jalisco,  on  the  24th.  General  Sanchez 
Ochoa,  who  commanded  at  Lagos,  fell  back  to  the  city  of  Leon.  Rocha 
arrived  at  Lagos  on  the  25th,  when  the  insurgents  retired  southward, 
but  soon  changed  direction,  and  are  now  in  full  retreat  upon  Aguas  Cali- 
entes  and  Zacateeas.  General  Rocha  is  to-day  expected  to  arrive  at 
Aguas  Calientes,  and  will  probably  recover  Zacateeas  without  a  battle. 
By  decree  of  yest^^rday,  that  State  was  placed  under  martial  law. 

The  most  contradictory  reports  prevail  concerning  the  whereabouts  of 
(xeneral  Porflrio  Diaz. 

One  rumor  asserts  that  he  died  at  Salinas,  (San  Luis  Potosi;)  another 
that  he  is  sick  in  the  sierra  of  Puebla;  another  that  he  is  concealed  in 
this  city;  and  still  another  that  he  embarked  incognito  for  Havana  a 
month  since,  on  the  English  steamer. 

News  has  just  been  received  of  government  successes  in  Sinaloa  and 
Jalisco.  The  second  division,  under  command  of  General  Alatorre,  is  on 
Its  way  from  Oaxaca  to  this  city,  and  will  undoubtedly  reenforce  Rocha 
in  thenorth.  General  Negrete  and  other  rebel  chiefs  have  committed 
;::reat  ravages  in  TIaxcala,  which  Stat<3  has  been  placed  under  martial 
law,  and  the  insurgents  Chavarria  and  Cosio  Pontones  continue  their 
depredations  in  tliis  valley  almost  in  sight  of  Mexico. 

The  northern  insurgents  seem  to  be  much  divided  among  themselves 

by  the  contiicting  pretensions  of  Guerra,  Martinez,  and  Treviiio  to  the 

chief  command.     It  now  seems  certain  that  they  will  be  driven  back  to 

r»he  frontier  States,  but  may  prolong  the  war  for  several  months  longer. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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No.  205. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  229.J  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtonj  March  5,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  the  27th  ultimo,  aud  of  a  report,  by  which  it  is  accompanied, 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Davis,  Texas,  in  relation  to  the 
crossing  of  armed  bands  of  Mexicans  into  that  State.  You  are  requested 
to  lay  tbese  papers  before  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican 
government,  and  to  express  the  expectation  of  this  Government  that 
the  Mexican  government,  upon  becoming  acquainted  with  the  facts,  will 
hasten  to  disavow  this  violation  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  take  means  to  prevent  the  recurreuc43  of  any  similar  acts. 
I  am,  &c. 

HAMILTON  FI8H. 


[Inclosare  Lj 

Mr.  Belknap  to  Mr.  Fish. 

War  Dki'artmknt. 
Waahington  City,  Feh'uary  27,  1872.     (Received  March  1.) 
Sir:   The  iuclosctl  copy  of  a  communtcation  from  the  coairaandiDg  officer  of  Fort 
Davis,  Texas,  reporting  tliat  armed  bo<lies  of  Mexicans  have  crossed  the  border  into 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  is  respectfully  transmitti^d  for  your  information,  and 
such  consideration  as  you  may  feel  disposed  to  give  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  \V.  BELKNAP, 

Sccrciary  of  Uar. 


|lucloHui-e  2. 1 
Colonel  Shaftet^  to  Major  Hood. 

Heaihjuarteks,  Fort  Davis,  Tkxa.-^, 

January  25,  18V2. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  at  Del  Norte,  Mexico,  last  week,  I  learnetl 
that  a  scout  of  sixty  Mexicans  from  the  vicinity  of  San  Diego,  a  small  town  about 
thirty  miles  from  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  had  crossed  to  this  side  of  the  river  about  Ist 
of  January,  aud  were  following  the  trail  of  a  party  of  Indians,  that  had  stoleu  a  lot 
of  horses  at  San  Diego,  toward  the  Guadalupe  Mountains,  in  New  Mexico.  The  Mex- 
icans came  up  with  the  Indians  in  the  mountains  north  of  Eagle  Spring,  (a  stage-stand 
on  the  road  to  Quitman,)  bat  failed  to  recover  any  stock.  They  then  went  into  camp, 
and  shortly  after  two  Indians  appeared,  and  left  a  paper  for  the  Mexicans,  which  they 
got.  This  paper  was  a  pass,  signed  by  the  agent  at  Fort  Stanton,  for  two  Indians,  and 
stated  they  were  out  for  the  purpose  of  getting  Apache  Indians  to  come  into  StantoR 
and  make  peace.  As  the  Mexicans  were  out  of  rations,  their  captain  left  them  in 
camp,  and  returned  to  Del  Norte  for  rations  and  a  guide,  lie  showed  the  paper  re- 
ferred to  to  Mr.  Milton  Favar,  a  very  reliable  gentleman  living  about  sixty  miles  from 
liere  and  near  Del  Norte,  aud  told  him  that  he  had  been  furnished  some  aid  from  the 
Government  in  the  way  of  arms,  &c.,  and  had  been  ordered  to  follow  the  Indians  by 
the  governor  of  Chihuahua,  and  that  ho  was  only  obeying  orders  in  crossing  to  this 
side.  I  immediately  returned  to  this  post  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  scout  to  cap- 
ture these  Mexicans,  but  the  day  after  I  returned  they  were  met  by  the  sta^je  about 
eighty  miles  west  of  this  post  aud  but  thirty  miles  from  the  Rio  Grande,  which  they 
would  probably  cross  the  same  day  they  were  met.  There  was,  therefore,  no  attempt 
made  to  capture  them.  This  is  the  second  large  scout  that  hav**  l>een  on  this  side  of  the 
river  in  the  last  six  months,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  others  will  be  made  during 
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the  spriug.     I  very  respectfully  request  instructions  as  to  the  course  I  am  to  pursue 
toward   scouts  from  Mexico  who  enter  the  United  States  without  permission  from 
proper  authority. 
I  am,  &,c.f 

W.  R.  SHAFTER, 
L'uuiinant'Colontl,  Twenty-fourth  Infantryy  CoiMna)iding  Po^U 
Major  H.  Clay  Wood, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneraly  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antenio,  Texas. 


[IncloBure  3.] 

General  Augur  to  Colonel  Shaffer. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Office  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

San  AntoniOf  Texas,  Febrtiaiy  2,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
respecting  the  hody  of  Mexicans  that  crossed  into  this  country,  in  pursuit  of  Indians, 
and  asking  instructions  in  such  cases.  In  reply,  the  commanding  general  directs  me 
to  say  that  you  will  pursue  and  capture,  if  possible,  any  armed  body  of  Mexicans  that 
come  into  our  territory.  Should  you  succeed  in  capturing  any,  hold  them  prisoners, 
and  report  the  facts  to  these  headquarters. 
I  am,  *&€., 

J.  A.  AUGUR, 
Acting  Asfiiftant  Adjutant-Generul 
Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  R.  Siiafter, 

Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  C4)mmanding  "Fort  Dav.^,  Texas. 

[Indor»**m€iii.^ 
IlEADtiUARTEKS  MiMTARV  DIVISION  OK  THE  MlSSOURI, 

ChieagOf  February  22,  1872. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutaut-Giueral  of  the  Army,  for  the  information  of 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  n.  SHERIDAN, 
Lie uttnant- General,  Commanding. 


Official  copieti : 

The  Honorable  Secke  I  AK\  of  State. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 

PVashington,  February  26, 1872. 

E.  1).  TOWNSEND, 

A  dju  ta  nt-  Gen  era  I 


No.  298. 

Mr,  Fifih  to  Mr,  iVt/^ow. 

Ifo.  231i.j  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  9,  1872. 
Sir:  I  transmit  he^rewith,  for  your  information,  copies  of  correspond- 
ence between  this  Department  and  ISeiior  F.G.Palacio,  charge  d'affaires 
of  Mexico  at  this  capital,  in  regard  to  alleged  furnishing  of  re-enforce- 
ments and  supplies  to  the  insurgents  in  Mexico  from  the  territory  of 
the  United  States ;  also  copies  of  letters  upon  the  same  subject  to  the 
Treasury  and  Navy  Departments. 
I  am,  &c., 

Jigitized  bfLjOO^lC 
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Iliidosnrp  1  in  No.  332.] 
Mr.  Pahicio  to  Mr.  Fifh. 

Legation  of  Mkxk  o,  rclmiai-y  28, 1872. 

Sir:  For  several  days  pawt  I  have  beeu  constantly  in  the  receipt  of  letters  from  oon- 
Hiils  of  the  Mexican  republic  in  )>orts  of  this  country,  especially  8un  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Brownsville,  Texas,  stating  that  cargoes  of  merchandise  leave  said  ports 
dispatched  to  places  occupied  by  rebels  against  the  government  of  Mexico,  who  are 
iighting  against  it  with  arms  in  their  hands.  *  These  letters  have  been  accompanied 
with  requests  that  I  would  solicit  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  give  orders 
to  the  custom-houses  not  to  permit  the  dispatch  of  merchandise  to  Mexican  ports  which 
are  known  by  public  report  and  official  advices  to  be  in  rebellion  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  and  to  be  actively  engaged  in  resisting  the  authorities  and  the  execu 
tion  of  the  laws.  I  have  not  complied  with  these  requests,  inasmuch  aa  I  do  not  think 
the  subject  to  be  one  which  requires  any  diplomatic  intervention.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  knows  very  well  what  instructions  it  ou^ht  to  give  to  its  fiscal 
agents  in  cases  like  the  present.  It  is,  moreover,  the  only  ^udge  of  the  propriety  of 
warning  citizens  of  the  United  States  not  to  engage  iu  operations  in  which  they  place 
their  interests  at  stake.  If,  with  their  eyes  open,  and  knowing  that  they  are  going  to 
lend  positive  aid  to  the  rebels  of  Mexico,  they  convey  their  goods  to  places  occupied 
by  the  latter,  the  military  commanders  of  the  Mexican  government  will  see  to  the 
prevention  of  aid  being  given  to  the  rebels  in  this  manner.  If  the  same  merchants 
establish  commercial  relations  with  persons  whom  the  government  is  obliged  to  treat 
as  enemies,  they  must  suffer  the  consequences.  If,  knowing  that  at  the  port  of  their 
destination  there  are  no  officers  legally  authorized  to  collect  import  duties,  and  if, 
with  perfect  knowledge,  they  pay  the  duties  demanded  of  them  by  the  rebels,  deliber- 
ately defrauding  the  Mexican  treasury  in  concert  with  said  rebels,  this  is  purely  and 
hiniply  a  case  of  smuggling  and  collusion,  with  the  consequent  risks. 

I  do  not  think,  when  this  is  so  notorious,  that  there  is  any  need  of  my  requesting 
that  the  clearance  of  merchandise  be  refused  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  those 
who  are  willing  to  risk  its  shipment  to  Mexican  ports  which  are  now  neither  de  jure 
nor  de  facto  port«  of  ontry,  which  are  the  object  of  milit^ary  operations,  and  with  re- 
spect to  which  the  Mexican  authorities  are  obliged  to  proceed  as  may  be  dictated  by 
the  necessities  of  the  situation.  I  therefore  make  no  request  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  this.  It  is,  however,  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice  the 
fact  tliat  at  some  places  on  the  frontier,  and  especially  Brownsville,  under  the  disguise 
of  purely  commercial  operations,  very  direct  aid  is  lent  to  the  rebels,  these  places  con- 
stituting a  regular  ba«e  of  operations  for  said  criminals.  Small  parties  of  men,  en- 
;;aged  on  American  soil,  are  there  organized  to  cross  over  into  Mexico  to  re-enforce  the 
rebels.  Arrangements  are  made  with  these  persons  beforehand  to  the  effect  that 
merchandise  shall  be  imported  at  the  places  which  they  luaj'  succeed  in  occupying,  the 
duties  on  which  are  to  be  payable  at  reduced  rates.  They  are  furnished  with  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  expeditions  are  fitted  out,  which,  under  pretense  of  pursuing 
inspected  cattle  stealers,  threiiton  every  moraeut  to  cross  over  into  Mexican  territory, 
where  they  would,  of  eonrse,  meet  with  ariped  re.sistance. 

I  lefer  to  no  j>artieiilar  act,  because  it  is  not  now  my  object  to  complain  against  any 
of  those  whieh  have  thus  far  been  eoininittcd.  I  only  desire  to  urge  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  order  its  authorities  on  the  Mexican  frontier  to  exercise  greater 
vigilance  than  usual  for  the  prevention  of  any  violation  or  evasion  of  the  laws  known 
by  the  name  of  neutrality  laws,  and  to  take  special  care  that  the  rebels  be  permitted 
to  do  nothing  on  American  soil  which  may  facilitate  their  operations  or  aid  them  in 
the  same.  You  are  well  aware,  Mr.  Secretary,  that  thoso  who  do  not  wish  to  obey  the 
hkw  frequently  find  means  to  violate  its  spirit,  though  not  its  letter,  and  that  it  is  also 
possible  to  avoid  its  acti(»n  a  moment  after  having  infringed  it.  AH  this  is  rendered 
much  more  difficult  when  the  authorities  make  known  their  determination  to  watch 
with  care  and  to  punish  with  rigor.  This  is  all  that  I  ask  to  have  done  in  the  present 
matter,  and  I  can  assure  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  that  of  Mexico  will 
spare  no  efl'ort  to  prevent  (hv)  American  citizens  and  hotia-fide  commerce  from  being 
duly  protected  and  from  not  suffering  any  detriment  which  it  may  be  possible  to 
prevent. 

I  am  happy  to  reiterate  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  respectful  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  obnsideratioo. 

FRANCO.  G.  PALACIO. 
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lIiKlosnre  2  in  No.  232.  | 

Mr,  Fi^h  to  Mr,  Palach. 

Dep.vktment  OF  State, 
Washington f  March  7,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  al- 
lej^iug  that  bauds  of  armed  men  are  organized  on  this 'side  of  the  Mexican  frontier,  for 
the  purpose  of  cro-ssing  into  Mfexico  to  re-enforce  those  in  rebellion  againt  the  govern- 
ment of  that  couutry,  and  that  arrangements  are  made  to  transport  supplies  to  them 
from  this  side  of  the  line  to  such  places  as  they  may  succeed  in  occupyin^r. 

This  Government,  "wishing  to  avoid  any  violation  of  the  neutrality  which  it  is  desir- 
ous of  maintaining  toward  the  government  of  Mexico,  has  brought  the  subject  of  your 
note  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  Department,  and,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  has 
suggested  that  more  than  ordinary  vigilance  be  used,  not  to  allow  re-enforcements  or 
supplies  for  those  in  rebellion  against  the  government  of  Mexico  to  cross  from  the  ter- 
ritory' of  the  United  States  into  that  country. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

HAMII/rON  FISH. 


[  luclosurc  3  in  Xo.  232.] 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Boutmll. 

Department  of  State, 
}Fa8hingtoii,March6,  1872. 
^'  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  extract  from  a  note  addressed  to  this 
Department  by  Seuor  Francisco  G.  Palacio,  charg<5  d'affaires  of  Mexico  to  this  Govern- 
ment, in  which  it  is  alle^^ed  that  bauds  of  armed  men  are  organized  on  American  soil 
to  cross  the  Texan  frontier  into  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  re-enforcing  those  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  government  of  that  country,  and  that  arrangements  are  made  with 
these  persons  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  to  the  places  which  they  maj-  succeed 
iu  occupjing. 

If  the  representations  of  Mr.  Palacio  are  well  founded,  the  men  to  whom  he  refers 
have  probably  been  enlisted  contrary  to  the  neutrality  act  of  1818.  Though  they  can- 
not for  this  be  arrested  within  the  Mexican  limits,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  there  be  any 
legal  authority  for  the  pupose,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  prevent  their 
being  furnished  with  military  and  other  supplies  from  this  side  of  the  line.  I  would, 
consequently,  suggest  that  instructions  to  that  end  be  sent  to  the  oflScera  of  the  customs 
on  the  Texan  frontier. 

I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  297. 

M7\  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  529.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  16,  1872.    (Eeceived  April  12.) 
Sib  :  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  and  translation   of  an  article  on 
the  **  Free  Zone,"  published  on  the  4th  instant  in  the  Progreso,  by  Colo- 
nel Carlos  de  Gagern,  of  the  federal  army,  but  now  retired  from  service. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
26  F  R 
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I  Inclo9ure. — Ti-anslation.  ] 

THE  FREE  ZONE. 

By  Caiilos  de  Gagern. 

IFrom  the  Progreso  of  Jamuiry  4, 1872.] 

Though  the  readers  of  the  Progreso  may  probably  roinomberthc  words  in  which  Prehi- 
dent  Grant  made  allusion,  in  his  message  of  the  4th  of  December  last,  to  the  Free  Zone 
which  exists  on  our  northern  frontier,  they  having  been  publisbe<l  not  once,  but  twice  in 
the  columns  of  this  paper,  still  we  consider  it  couvenieut  to  reproduce  them  again  below, 
because  they  will  serve  us  as  a  basis  for  the  observations  we  are  about  to  make  in  thih 
article.  He  said,  *'  The  Mexican  republic  has  not  yet  annulled  the  highly  inconvenient 
laws  by  means  of  which  the  said  Free  Zone  has  been  established  on  the  frontier  of  th<* 
United'  States.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  do  so,  and  also  that  those  republicans  will 
take  measures  to  hold  within  bounds  persons  who  do  not  respect  the  laws.  I  cherish 
the  hope  that  Mexico,  by  its  own  intervention,  will  free  our  Government  from  thediffi- 
cnlties  that  the  aforementioned  causes  give  rise  to.'^  As  one  can  see,  the  mentioned 
paragraph  not  only  speaks  of  the  inconveniences  that,  in  Grant's  opinion,  result  to  the 
American  commerce  by  the  c(»ntinuation  of  the  concession,  by  virtue  of  which  foreign 
goods  can  be  introduced  into  our  republic  by  certain  determined  ports  free  from  all 
duties,  but  also  of  the  Mexican  robbers  who,  tis  is  often  said,  cross  the  river  Bravo  del" 
Norte  into  the  State  of  Texas,  w  itli  the  object  of  stealing  cattle  and  committing  other 
misdeeds,  known  by  the  name  of  **  border-rnrtians." 

We  do  not  wish  to  occupy  ourselves  now  with  this  last  accusation,  and  will  only  ol>- 
serve  that  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  Texan  robbers  respecting  our  frontier  States,  it 
being  probable  that  the  damage  felt  on  account  of  these  robberies  by  the  inhabitants- 
of  the  left  border  of  the  said  river  may  not  be  greater  than  that  which  those  of  the 
right  bonier  suffer  from  the  same  cause.  Of  much  more  importance  is  the  indication 
contained  in  the  aforesaid  paragraph  about  the  necessity  of  our  congress  decreeing  the 
abolition  of  the  "  Free  Zone,*'  because,  leaving  alone  for  the  present,  whether  its  exist- 
ence is  or  is  not  founded  on  justice,  and  whcthei:  from  it  there  result  advantages  or  dis- 
advantages to  our  commerce  and  our  treasury,  that  indication  involves  a  sort  of  med> 
dling  in  the  home  affairs  of  our  country  on  the  part  of  a  foreign  government  which  we 
can  never  permit  or  tolerate,  for  each  sovereign  and  independent  country  has  the  indi^- 

gntable  right  to  fix  its  own  tariff  as  it  pleases,  without  considering  the  effects  it  may 
ave  on  the  prosperity  of  a  neighboring  country. 

Some  weeks  before  the  issuing  of  Grant's  message  the  question  of  the  **  BYee  Zone" 
was  discussed  at  length  at  a  meeting  of  ministers  which  took  place  in  Washington,  and 
it  is  to  be  supposed  tuat  since  then  it  has  been  tried  to  influence  the  minds  of  President 
Juarez  and  his  secretaries  of  state,  to  induce  them  to  cede  on  this  point  to  the  demands* 
of  the  United  States,  though,  as  we  believe  and  hope,  without  any  result,  for  should 
our  Government  declare  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  this  system  it  would  do  it  on 
account  of  considering  it  against  our  interests,  but  never  ceding  to  the  pressings  of  the 
Government  of  the  *' White  House." 

The  **  Free  Zone''  was  established  by  virtue  of  a  decree  issued  in  ('indad  Victoria, 
by  citizen  Ramon  Guerra,  governor  hittrim  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1H.5H. 

In  the  considerations  it  said  that  the  towns  of  the  northern  frontier  were  in  a  true 
state  of  decadency  from  want  of  protective  laws  for  their  commerce  ;  that,  situated 
opposite  a  commercial  nation  which  enjoys  a  free  commerce — which  assertion  is  entirely 
opposed  to  truth,  for  in  the  I'l  ited  States  the  protective  system  prevails— they  reqniit* 
equal  advantages  not  to  lose  their  population,  and  that  they  desired  to  prtt  an  end  to 
these  great  evils  by  franchises,  which  had  so  long  been  asked  for  by  thesaidcommerce^ 
principally  in  the  port  of  Matamoras.  The  aforesaid  decree  was  composed  of  nine 
articles,  of  .which  the  first  and  the  seventh  contain  the  chief  resolutions.  The  former 
expresses  as  follows:  "  Foreign  goods  which  are  destined  for  the  consumption  of  the 
city  of  Matamoras  and  the  other  towns  on  the  border  of  the  river  Bravo,  Reynosa,  Caro- 
argo,  Mier.  Guerrero,  and  ^lonterey  Laredo,  and  for  the  reciprocal  commerce  of  these 
towns,  shall  be  free  of  all  duties,  with  the  exception  of  the  municipal  ones,  and  of  the 
duties  thereare  or  may  be  imposed  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  State.  Thus  also  shall 
be  free  of  duties  the  jioods  that  may  be  deposited  in  the  government  or  private  stores 
that  may  he  establislied  in  the  said  towns,  as  long  as  they  are  not  moved  to  other 
towns  of  tlie  State  or  of  the  r<*pul»lic." 

The  sevnith  article  .snys :  •*  At  the  time  of  foreign  goods  leaving  the  privileged  towns^. 
to  be  ti»ken  to  the  interior  ol  the  rej>ublie.  is  when  the  duties  sliall  be  paid,  according 
to  tariff',  and  they  shall  nrvrr  be  introduced  without  having  j)aid,  in  the  custom-house 
they  leavr,  all  duliiH.  the  payment  of  which  is  ordered  to  be  made  in  the  port,  and 
without  observing  nil  the  n'quisitions  of  the  laws  in  force,  so  jis  not  to  be  molested  nor 
stopped  on  tlnir  w;iy."     It   i<  snrti<*i('nt   to  rend  these  articles  to  nn4j»rstand|that  au 
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odioas  law  lio^  been  created,  wAicli  favorB  Bome  places  aud  mercbaats,  but  wbicb  must 
necessarily  cause  barm  to  tbo  rest  iu  tbe  republic,  tbe  more  so  as  it  is  perfectly  impos- 
sible, and  experience  bas  proved  it,  to  prevent  tbo  clandestine  introduction  of  foreign 
goods  proceeuing  from  tbe  Free  Zone  iuto  tbe  interior  of  tbo  country,  tlius  causing  an  ine- 
quality respecting  tbe  price  that  legitimate  commerce,  establisbed  in  other  pbices  that 
do  not  enjoy  the  urancbises,  have  to  ask  for  them,  having  been  obliged  to  pay  tbe  cus- 
toms duties  to  such  an  amount  as  not  to  bo  able  in  tbe  least  to  compete  with  those  of 
the  Free  Zone.  This  result  has  been  foreseen  in  tbe  same  decree,  for  tbo  eighth  article 
Hays:  ^^  As  tbo  concession  granted  by  this  law  should  not  be  in  detriment  to  the  national 
revenue,  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  should  by  duty  prevent,  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power,  that  this  benefit  granted  them  should  be  converted  into  a  shameful  traffic 
of  smugglers;  consequently,  every  inhabitant  of  tbe  frontier  should  spontaneously 
convert  himself  into  a  sentinel,  constantly  persecuting  contrabands ;  otherwise  tbo 
government  will  find  itself  obliged  to  withdraw  this  privilege  by  aunulling  this 
decree." 

Tbe  caution  contained  in  the  focegoiug  article  is  truly  ridiculous.  Society  has  the 
obligation  of  compensating  the  services  that  some  of  its  members  lend  to  it  in  benefit 
of  the  whole  community.  Thence  proceeds  that  every  public  employe  has  a  salary 
assigned  to  him.  By  what  right,  then,  do  they  wish  to  transform  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  "  Free  Zone  "  into  employes  of  the  counter-guard  without  any  compensation? 

It  is  even  against  common  sense  to  tell  them  that  they  ought  spontaneously  to  con- 
stitute themselves  into  persecutors  of  contraband. 

They  have  full  reason  for  answering.  What  does  it  matter  to  us  that  the  treasury 
should  suffer  by  contraband  ?  We  have  our  own  private  business  to  attend  to.  If  the 
State  wishes  us  to  exercise  a  constant  vigilance,  they  must  pay  us ;  otherwise  we  will 
not  do  it.  And  the  threat  of  withdrawing  the  privilege  grants  to  them  has  never 
l»een  carried  out,  notwithstanding  that  there  have  been  plenty  of  motives  for  doing  so. 

Justice  requires  that  the  taxes  that  are  imposed  on  the  people  should  bo  equal  all 
over  the  country.  If  they  wanted  to  make  exceptions  to  this  rule  in  favor  of  a  few, 
considering  them  under  peculiar  circumstances,  we  should  end  in  the  impossibility  of 
giving  out  general  laws.  Everybody  would  invoke  for  himself  some  exceptional  cir- 
cumstance or  other,  with  the  object  of  escaping  from  compliance,  and  we  do  not  deny 
that  in  many  cases  these  pretensions  would  not  lack  basis ;  but  carrying  this  principle 
of  concession  and  exemptions  to  its  greatest  ext<^nt  would  necessarily  occasion  the 
total  dissolution  of  society,  as  it  could  not  subsist  under  a  republican  form  without 
complete  equality  before  the  law  with  regard  to  all  its  members. 

Tbe  decree  of  citizen  Ramon  Guerra  was  carried  out,  as  soon  as  it  was  published  iu 
the  protects  towns,  iu  conformity  with  the  ninth  article  of  the  same,  and  as  it  said 
in  it  that  it  would  remain  subject  to  the  examination  and  approbation  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  State  in  their  next  meeting  in  ordinary  sessions,  and  to  that  of  tbe  general 
congress  when  constitutional  order  should  be  again  established,  more  than  three  years 
passed  before  the  latter  ratified  it,  and  then  did  so,  obliged  by  circumstances  which  it 
IS  not  necessary  to  mention  now ;  issuing  on  the  30th  of  July,  1851,  the  corresponding 
decree,  which  Fresident  Juarez  ordered  to  be  published  through  bis  minister  of  finance. 
Citizen  Higinio  Nunez. 

We  should  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  that  of  Guerra  tbe  woi-ds  "  favor '' 
and  "favored"  are  constantly  used.  It  is  well  known  that  where  there  is  favor  there 
is  not  justice.  Tbe  two  words  contradict  each  other.  Still  further,  a  favor  granted  to 
a  portion  of  tbo  citizens,  easily  and,  in  tbe  present  case,  necessarily  involves  an  injus- 
tice for  the  rest,  and  every  society,  to  deserve  tbe  nan.e  of  being  well  organize<l,  should 
treat  it«  members  with  perfect  impartiality. 

In  November,  1870,  Minister  Romero  presented  himself  before  congress  reconunend- 
ing  the  abolition  of  tbo  *<  Free  Zone."'  His  efforts  were  useless.  Tbe  majority  of  the 
deputies  confirmed  said  privilege,  and,  not  content  with  that,  they  gave  it  greater  ex- 
tension, including  in  it  the  places  situated  on  tbe  frontiers  of  the  States  of  Nnevo  Leon 
and  Coahuila.  This  resolution  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  patriotic  sentiment  of 
the  representatives  of  tbe  nation,  who  did  not  wish  to  appear  to  submit  to  tbo  exac- 
tions of  the  (jovcrnment  of  Washington,  presented  iu  a  very  rude  manner  by  the 
American  minister  in  Mexico,  Mr.  Nelson.  We  are  far  from  wishing  to  blame  such  :i 
sentiment;  but  wo  think  that  in  this  case  it  took  tbe  wrong  direction. 

Let  us  suppose  that  an  enemy  gives  us  interested  advice,  worded  in  impcrativr  man- 
ner, but  at  tbe  same  time  in  conformity  to  our  own  interest,  to  justice,  and  to  reason  : 
what  should  we  have  to  do  then  ?  Reject  it,  only  because  it  caine  from  such  a  source  / 
By  no  means.  W(*  ought  to  say  to  tbo  enemy :  Ttake  no  notice  of  what  you  propose 
to  me.  I  do  not  recognize  your  right  to  give  me  advice,  and  much  le»s  to 
give  it  in  an  ofiensive  manner  ;  notwithstanding,  I  will  act  according  to  it,  not  because 
you  wish  It,  but  in  spite  of  your  wishes  ;  only  because  I  cannot  and  do  not  wish  to  act 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice,  nor  to  withhold  from  doing  what  it  is  my  interest 
to  do. 

This  is  more  or  less    be  situation  we  ar«»  placoil  in  with  regard  to  tb4*/^>ee  Zotje.'^ 
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The  Americans  cry  out  agaiust  it.  They  declare  it  injurious  to  their  trca-sury  and  to 
the  iuhahitants  of  the  State  of  Texas.  They  even  dare  to  insist  on  its  aholition,  nsing 
threats,  and  making  of  the  question  a  casusheUi,  Our  duty  isto  answer  them  that  they 
have  nothing  to  do  in  this  affair,  and  they  have  no  right  to  demand  the  modification  of 
our  customs  legislation,  in  the  same  manner  as  we  should  not  have  it  to  make  observations 
if  they  suddenly  chose  to  pass  from  the  protective  system  to  that  of  perfectly  free  trade, 
suppressing  all  their  custom-houses  and  decreeing  the  Introduction  of  foreign  goods  free 
from  all  payment,  however  much  our  national  rents  might  suffer  by  such  a  measure  on 
account  of  the  facility  of  contraband.  But,  after  thus  sa\ing  our"  honor  and  dignity, 
we  should  study  the  question  under  the  only  tnie  light  of  our  own  interest,  and  whether 
it  is  against  the  existence  of  the  "  Free  Zone,"  as  has  beeu  proved  by  an  experience  of 
fourteen  years ;  if,  also,  respect  to  justice  obliges  us,  as  it  does,  to  annul  a  decree  that 
on  every  side  is  unjust  and  prejudicial  to  the  majority  of  the  Mexicans,  principally  for 
the  commerce  of  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  we  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  waive  in  de- 
creeing said  abolition.  The  "  Free  Zone"  should  disap]>ear.  It  constitutes  an  anomaly 
and  an  injustice,  and  we  hope  the  question  will  Ife  thus  settled  by  our  congress,  as 
soon  as  it  is  submitted  to  it  again,  not  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  revolution 
in  which  the  frontier  States  are.  We  being  a  weak  nation  compared  with  the  United 
States,  have  the  more  reason  for  being  susceptible  with  regard  to  any  attempt  on  their 
part  to  intervene  in  our  interior  administration  and  management.  We  ought  to  reject 
it  with  the  greatest  energy,  and  very  decisively.  For  this  reason  our  government 
ought  not  even  to  enter  into  long  explanations  with  that  of  the  ueighboriug  republic 
about  the  message  of  Gmnt,  which  has  made  us  write  these  lines,  but  should  say  to  it, 
with  due  politeness,  look  after  your  own  affairs  and  let  me  arrange  mine  according  to 
my  own  judgment.  Much  less  ought  it  to  appear  instigated  by  it  to  submit  this  affair 
to  the  deliberation  of  the  national  representation,  and  the  latter,  in  their  discussions, 
should  completely  overlook  the  exactions  prescribed  by  Grant  and  his  cabinet,  consid- 
ering them  never  to  have  existed.  But  our  susceptibility  should  not  reach  the  extreme 
of  preserving  an  evil  for  the  sole  reason  that  it  was  also  pointed  out  to  us  by  a  foreign 
nation.  This  evil  exists;  it  is  impossible  to  deny  it.  To  work,  then,  to  stop  it  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  if  there  result  simultaueously  from  it  more  friendly  relations 
with  the  Union,  if  in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  the  ^'  Free  Zone"  there  should 
8|n'ing  up  a  more  perfect  harmony  between  the  two  people,  so  much  the  better,  because 
it  is  always  an  advantage  to  live  on  good  terras  with  a  strong  ue^hbor.  But  this  con- 
sideration must  not  influence  our  resolutions.  The  measure  we  recommend  should  be 
taken  freely.  Only  our  own  interest,  properly  understood,  and  justice,  should  be  the 
motives  that  make  us  act  in  this  case,  as  in  otliers  of  the  same  nature.  Down  nith  1h< 
*^  Free  Zone,"  and  long  live  the  national  dignity! 


No.  208. 

Mr.  KeUon  to  Mr.  Finh, 

N©  532.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoy  March  18,  1872.  (Received  April  2.) 
Sir  :  On  the  2d  instant  General  Rocha  met  the  insurgent  forces  at 
La  Bufa,  two  miles  from  the  city  of  Zaeatecas,  and  after  a  hard-fought 
battle  succeeded  in  completely  dispersing  them  with  the  loss  of  their 
artillery  and  of  more  than  two  thousand  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
According  to  the  bulletin  of  General  Rocha,  the  insurgents  numbered 
nine  thousand,  while  his  own  forces  were  only  five  thousand,  his  reserve 
being  a  day's  inarch  in  the  rear.  The  revolutionists  were  commanded 
by  all  their  principal  chiefs,  including  Trevino,  Pedro  Martinez,  Guerra, 
and  Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  who  fled  in  different  directions  with  but  a 
few  hundreds  of  cavalry.  The  two  former  took  the  direction  of  the 
Texan  frontier,  Guerra  that  of  Durango,  and  Garcia  de  la  Cadena 
sought  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Zaeatecas.  This  blow  may  be  con- 
sidered as  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  revolution.  General  Rocha  is  now 
marching  against  Durango,  and  General  Corella  against  Saltillo.  Order 
has  beeu  nearly  restored  in  the  States  of  San  Luis,  Zaeatecas,  and 
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Aguas  Calientes,  and  the  pacification  of  Durango,  Coaliuila,  aud  Naevo 
Leon  will  probably  be  accomplished  very  soon. 

The  numerous  hordes  of  insurgents,  largely  composed  of  professional 
bandits,  who  find  shelter  in  the  mountains  of  Puebla  and  have  several 
times  attacked  the  railroad,  have  determined  the  government  to  declare 
martial  law  in  the  State  of  Puebla,  under  the  administration  of  General 
Alatorre.  The  division  under  his  command  has  been  conveniently  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  State,  and  will  doubtless  soon  reduce  it  to 
order.  The  States  of  Durango,  Coahuila,  and  Nuevo  Leon  have  also  been 
placed  under  martial  law  as  a  preliminary  to  their  expected  reconquest. 

The  uncertainty  which  has  existed  for  two  months  as  to  the  where- 
abouts of  Porfirio  Diaz  is  at  last  terminated  by  the  announcement  that 
he  has  arrived  at  New  York. 

The  expedition  that  left  Manzanillo  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Saavedra,  to  attack  Mazatlan,  completely  failed,  the  whole  force  having 
been  captured  by  the  insurgents. 

On  the  northern  frontier,  the  rebel  General  Quiroga  has  successively 
taken  the  towns  of  Guerrero,  Mier,  Camargo,  and  Reynosa,  all  ports  on 
the  Rio  Grande.  The  southern  portion  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  con- 
tinues in  a  disturbed  condition. 

A  considerable  force  of  rebels  was  repulsed  from  San  Andres  Tuxtla 
<m  the  29th  ultimo,  with  the  loss  of  two  hundred  men.  At  latest  advices, 
the  port  of  Minatitlan  had  also  been  attacked  by  a  rebel  force,  probably 
from  Acayucam,  but  had  driven  back  th,e  assailants,  killing  their  chief. 
The  local  revolution  in  Tabasco  continues  to  cause  alarm  to  the  State 
government.  The  second  regular  session  of  the  Mexican  congress  will 
begin  on  the  first  of  April,  and  the  "preparatory  juntas'' on  the  20th 
instant.  Interesting  discussions  are  expected  upon  the  financial  policy 
of  Minister  Romero's  late  decrees. 
I  am,  &c., 

THO^IAS  H.  NKLSOy. 


No.  209. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nehon. 

Xo.  2:54. J  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  March  22,  1872. 
Sir:  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  Department,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  covering  one  from  Mr.  M.  Kenedy,  on  the  subject  of  further 
depredations  committed  in  Texas  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
marauders  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  line,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

You  are  requested  to  lay  tliese  papers  before  the  minister  for  foreign 
aflfairs  of  Mexico,  and  to  demand  that  reparation  be  made  for  the  alleged 
outrages  upon  our  citizens. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISU. 


[luclosuro  l.J 

Mr.  BouUcvll  to  Mr.  FIhU. 

JitKAsiRY  Okpaktmext,  Offu'i:  oi   thk  Sechktary, 

March  \{\  1872.    (Received  March  l?.) 


SiK  :  1  iuclasL'  :i  i-opy  of  a  letter  written   by  Mr.  Kenedy,  of  BrownsviUe,  Texas,  to 
Judge  Downey  of  that  place,  now  in  this  city.     Tliia  letter  corroborates  the  statements 
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roceivoti  from  other  sourcef*,  that  American  citizenB  on  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  are 
Hubject  to  depredations  on  the  other  .side  of  the  river,  and  the  loss  of  large  nnmberB  of 
cattle. 


Yonrs,  re8i>ectfally, 


GEO.  S.  HOrT\AT:LL, 

Secretary. 


t  Illtl08Ul'«-  "i.] 

Uiiu\VN\s\  iLKE,  TtXAs,  March  S,  1^72. 
Edward  Downey,  Washington  City,  1),  C,  ; 

Conducta  from  Zacateeas,  via  Caraavco  and  Rio  Grande  City,  arrived  to-day,  bringing 
$500,000.  Was  attacked  by  Coballo  Blanco  at  ferry  opposite  Rio  Grande  City.  No 
harm  done. 

On  evening  of  6th,  seven  hundred  head  of  cattle  were   crossed  by  an  armed  band 
of  Mexicans  at  Santii  Maria.    They  took  Inspector  Sheldon,  the  two  Champions,  and 
others  prisoners,  and  held  them  until  the  drove  was  safely  crossed  into  Mexico.    Will 
write  fully  by  mail. 
Yours  tnilv, 

M.  KENEDY. 


No.  300. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  533.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoj  March  25,  1872.     (Received  April  1 2.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclooe  a  copyof  a  dispatch  from  the  United 

States  vice-consul  at  Zacatecas,  Anthony  M.  Kimball,  esq.,  dated  the 

11th  instant,  in  which  the  late  important  military  operations  in  that 

vicinity  are  described  with  interesting  particulars  not  generally  known. 

I  am,  &e., 

THOMAS  IL  NELSON. 


!  IiirloHun'.J 
Mr.  KimhaJl  to  Mr,  ^tlaon. 

rXITKh   STATKN  CONSULATi:, 

Zacatecas  J  March  11,  1H7'2. 
Sm:  In  due  course  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  30th  Decem- 
ber returning  my  certificate  of  appointment  as  vice-consul,  accompanied  by  the 
exequatur  from  the  Mexican  government.  For  your  kindness  in  obtaining  the  last  I 
beg  to  renew  my  thanks.  The  suspension  of  all  communication  with  the  capital,  for 
more  than  a  month  past,  had  prevented  me  from  giving  yon  information  regarding  late 
and  important  events  in  this  State;  and  although  you  wiU  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  them  through  the  press,  I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  some  details  connected 
therewith,  which  I  think  may  not  prove  uninteresting.  Toward  the  end  of  January,  the 
belligerents  occupied  the  foUowing  positions:  Guen*a,  with  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
men,  in  Sombrerete:  Garcia  delaCadena,  with  one  thousand  in  Sierra  Hei'mosa ;  Pedro 
Martinez, with  one  tuousand  two  hundred,  in  or  near  Charcas,( State  of  San  Luis.)  Croner- 
ol  Neri,  with  his  brigade  of  three  thousand  men,  composed  of  Federal  and  State  troops, 
in  about  equal  proportions,  established  his  headciuarters  at  Fresnillo,  with  the  object  of 
preventiui^  a  junction  between  Guerraand  Cadena,  but  the  former  ma<le  a  rapid  march 
across  Nen's  front,  and  reached  tlic  hacienda  of  BaHon  on  the  28th,  thus  placing  him- 
self on  his  right  flank,  and  iu  close  proximity  to  Cadena.  Having  missed  his  aim , 
Neri  marched  on  the  same  day  to  Calera,  (half-way  between  this  and  Frosnillo,)  intend- 
ing to  retreat  to  this  city,  and  to  protect  it  against  a  couj)  dc  main  on  the  part  of  Cadena- 
Oil  the  following  morning  he  learned  that  (iucrra  had  advanced  from  Bafion,  and  wa  ■ 
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moving  in  this  direction.  He  immediately  determined  to  intercept  him,  hoping  to 
finish  him  before  he  shouUl  be  re-enforced  by  cither  of  hi»  allies,  and  at  3  p.  m.  suc- 
ceeded in  coming  np  with  him  at  Matapulgas,  a  small  rancho  distant  aboat  seven 
leagnes  from  this  city.  Tho  battle  commenced  at  once,  and  was  well  contested  for 
4ibont  three  hours,  when  the  day  seemed  to  be  lost  for  GueiTa,  who,  with  four  hundred 
of  his  best  men,  had  been  made  prisoners.  However,  Neri  was  wounded  in  the  ri^ht 
foot,  and,  his  horse  having  fallen  with  him,  he  received  a  very  severe  blow  on  the  side 
that  incapacitated  him  from  any  further  share  in  the  battle. 

General  Tolentino,  the  second  in  command,  although  personally  exceedingly  brave, 
Vhe  had  two  horses  killed  under  him.)  was  totally  unfit  to  direct  the  maneuvers,  and 
allowed  the  propitious  moment  to  escape  him.  Just  then  the  dust  raised  by  the  troops 
of  Martinez  and  Cardena  could  bo  distinctly  perceived,  advancing  acioss  the  plain  at 
4i  furious  rate. 

The  sight  of  them  revived  the  sinking  courage  of  Guerra's  meu,  and  occasioned  some 
-disonler  among  those  of  Neri.  These,  properly  managed,  <;ould  have  stood  their  ground 
and  faced  tho  new  assailants,  but  unfortunately  two  well-directed  shells  exploded  in 
the  midst  of  the  Zacatecas  cavalry,  and  tho  colonel,  Mariano  Diaz,  immediately  took 
to  his  heels,  followed  by  all  his  men.  This  unlucky  incident  made  Neri's  troops  lose 
heart,  and  the  disorder  soon  became  a  complete  rout. 

We  received  the  news  at  8  o'clock,  and  Governor  Cosio,  who  had  remained  in  town 
with  a  small  garrison  of  three  hundred  infantiy,  had  some  idea  of  defending  the  city, 
but  being  made  to  see  the  folly  of  attempting  it  with  tho  elements  at  his  command,  he 
at  last  determined  to  retreat  to  Aguas  Caliontos,  and  left  at  2  a.  m.,  taking  with  h  im 
tho  garrison,  a  small  police  force,  and  the  civil  omploy<%,  and, ^although  closely  fol- 
lowed by  Martinez,  kept  up  a  running  fight,  and  made  good*  his  retreat.  General 
.Sanchez  Ochoa,  who  was  advancing  with  a  re-enforcement  of  twelve  hundred  men, 
and  had  started  from  Aguas  Calientes  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  fell  back  on  that  place 
when  he  learned  tho  state  of  affairs.  The  result  of  the  battle  was  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  killed,  and  two  hnndred  wounded,  the  groator  part  being  of  Guerra's  men, 
and  of  the  last  fully  two-thirds  died  afterwards. 

The  conqueroi*8  took  possession  of  this  phice  on  the  following  day,  named  Don  Trini- 
-dad  (tarcia  governor,  and  instituted  a  reign  of  terror  unprecedented  in  tho  annals  of 
Mexican  revolutions,  pressing  into  the  ranks  all  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  lower  classes 
that  they  could  catch,  and  extorting  arms,  horees,  maize,  cattle,  &c.,  from  all  the 
haciendas  and  ranchos  within  a  radius  of  twenty-five  leagues. 

By  this  mail  I  send  yon  some  numbers  of  the  official  paper  containing  several  curious 
documents,  among  them  a  decree  of  Guerra,  levying  a  forced  loan  ot  ^151,000,  borne 
almost  exclusively  by.  tho  merchants,  miners,  and  haciendados,  residents  of  this  city. 
Likewise  a  decree  of  Cadena,  confiscating  the  property  of  his  political  enemies. 

Treviflo  arrived  hero  on  tho  9th,  having  left  his  force  at  Sierra  Hermosa,  (some  twelve 
hundred  men,  mostly  mounted  riflemen.)  from  which  place  it  marched  to  Salinas,  haK- 
way  between  this  and  San  Luis.  Justo  IJouitez,  secretary  to  l*orfirio  Diaz,  and  Lan- 
caster Jones  of  Guadalajara,  arrived  a  few  days  afterward,  and  had  several  long  con- 
ferences with  the  military  chieftains,  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  reform  the  plan  of 
the  Novia,  and  to  proclaim  Mr.  Initio  ])resident.  This  proposition  came  from  Lancaster 
Jones,  and  was  warmly  seconded  by  Martinez  and  Oadena,  but  was  opposed  by  Guerra 
and  Trevifio,  who,  no  doubt,  considered  themselves  better  entitled  to  tho  presidency. 
They  could  come  to  no  arrangement:  and  the  only  result  of  the  conferences  was  the 
appointment  of  Trevino  as  commander-in-chief.  Tho  forces,  increased  to  eight  thou- 
sand men,  exclusive  of  Trevifio's  men,  commenced  leaving  for  San  Luis  on  the  8th ; 
the  last  detachment,  led  by  Guerra,  starting  on  tho  15th ;  Cadena  remained  here  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  more  troops,  and  of  embargoing  the  property  of  those  persons 
who  ha4l  not  paid  their  share  of  the  forced  loan.  On  the  2Hth  we  learned  that  Trevino 
was  in  full  retreat  before  General  Rocha,  and  would  arnve  that  day  at  Aguas  Calientes. 
He  made  thence  a  rapid  march,  and  reached  Guadalupe  (one  league  from  this)  early, 
in  tho  rooming  of  the  29th. 

All  the  rebel  generals  entered  this  city  on  the  following  day,  and  immediately  made 
preparations  for  a  battle.  I  counted  the  force  as  it  marched  in,  and  it  numbered  three 
thousand  infantry,  two  thousand  cavaly,  with  six  heavy  and  twelve  light  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. Hero  they  were  re-enforced  by  the  garrison  of  the  town,  a  number  of  guerrillas 
and  seven  hitvdred  convicts  from  the  jail,  in  all  about  fifteen  hundred  men.  Martinez, 
took  position  in  the  center,  on  the  ^^  Bolsas"  hill,  that  commands  the  road  from  Guada- 
loupe.  Guerra  on  the  left,  at  the  '*'  Bufa,"  a  large  and  steep  hill  immediately  at  the 
back  of  the  town  ;  Cadena,  with  the  cavalry,  on  some  eminences  to  the  right.  Tre- 
vino established  his  headquarters  at  thecitaael.  Rocha  slept  at  Refugio  (seven  leagues 
distant)  on  the  1st,  arrived  at  Guadaloupo  the  next  day  at  1  p.  m.,  and  ordered  tho  at- 
tack at  once,  without  giving  his  troops  a  moment's  rest.  His  cavalry  he  posted  to  the 
left,  to  keep  in  check  tliat  under  Cadena.  General  Corolla,  with  some  infantry,  six 
36  and  four  12  pounders,  took  position  on  a  slight  rise  of  ground  half  way  between 
<Tuadaloui>e  and  *•  Bolsas,"  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  Martinez.  •  Fuero,  with  two  bat- 


408  FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

talions  of  iufautry  aud  three  lif?lit  pieces  of  artillery,  was  ordoroii  to  march  up  to  the 
Bufa,  but  was  mot  by  a  territic  lire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  that  completely  staggered 
his  columuS)  which,  being  attacked  at  the  same  moment  in  the  rear  by  some  cavalry 
under  Naranjo,  were  thrown  into  great  disorder,  and  had  to  abandon  the  artillery.  It 
was  a  critical  moment,  but  Rocha  was  equal  to  the  occasion. 

Calling  up  the  reserve,  he  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  and  marched 
steadily  up  the  hill,  despit<j  a  murderous  fire,  carrying  the  position  by  assault.  Mar- 
tinez had  held  his  ground,  and  twice  had  even  attempted  to  attack  Corolla's  position, 
but  his  columns,  when  about  half  way,  had  to  recoil  before  the  deadly  fire  of  grape 
from  Corolla's  artillery.  At  6  o'clock  he  withdrew  the  remnant  of  his  forces  and  most 
of  his  artillery,  and  joined  Cadena,  who,  with  the  cavalry,  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
battle.  The  official  report  is  not  yet  published,  and  there  are  many  contradictory  ac- 
counts regarding  the  losses,  but  as  far  as  I  can  jud^e  there  were  between  three  and  four 
hundred  killed,  and  twice  as  many  wounded.  Prisoners,  about  four  hundred,  all  the 
principal  leaders  escaping.  Cadena,  with  his  "  guerrilleros,"  made  for  his  old  haunts 
in  the  southern  part  of  this  State.  Trevino,  Guerra,  and  Martinez  anived  with  two 
thousand  men  at  Mezquite,  eight  leagues  beyond  Fresnillo,  and  there  separated,  Trevifio 
taking  the  road  to  Saltillo,  Guerra  to  Durango,  and  Martinez  to  Catorce.  A  party 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Ordoiiez,  has  been  sent  in  pursuit  of 
Cadena.  Corella  with  his  forces  left  yesterday  evening  for  San  Luis,  and  Rocha, 
with  his  division  and  the  Guanajuato  forces,  left  to-day  for  Durango.  It  is  deeply  to 
bo  regretted  that  the  insubordination  and  love  of  pillage  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
(ruanajuato  troops  should  have  cast  an  indelible  stain  on  this  brilliant  victory. 

On  the  taking  of  the  Bufa,  a  party  of  them,  without  officers,  rushed  into  the  prin- 
cipal streets,  and  con^menced  firing  at  the  doors  of  the  shops.  They  got  into  and 
sacked  the  hat-shop  of  Messrs.  Langmack  Sue's,  (German,)  the  grocery  of  Mii\jounet, 
(French,)  two  pawnbroker's,  (Mexican,)  and  several  small  shops  and  dwelling-houses 
in  the  suburbs.  Many  shots  were  fired  at  the  door  of  the  mint,  but,  fortunately  being 
a  ver>'  strong  one,  it  baffied  all  the  efforts  of  the  assailants. 

Mr.  Minjounet,  in  the  absence  of  a  French  official  representative,  and  considering 
himself  under  the  friendly  protection  of  the  United  States,  addresse^l  himself  to  me  in 
order  to  bring  his  application  for  redress  before  the  Mexican  authorities.  Herewith  I 
have  the  honor  to  hand  you  copies  of  the  documents  to  which  this  painful  incident 
has  given  origin  ;  No.  1  being  Mr.  Minjounet's  communication  to  me  ;  No.  2,  mine  to 
(General  Rocha,  and  No.  3,  that  gentleman's  reply.  My  action  has  been  limited  to  a 
recommendation  of  the  case,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  approved  by  you.  The  courteous 
terms  in  which  the  general's  communication  is  worded  leads  me  to  expect  that  the 
Mexican  government  will  award  prompt  and  full  indemnity  to  the  sufferer. 
I  am,  &c., 

A.  M.  KIMBALL. 


No.  301. 
Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  r>34.|  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Mexico,  March  25,  1872.     (Received  April  12.) 
Sir:  Herewitli  I  transmit  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a  de- 
cree issued  on  the  16th  instant,  by  the  Mexican  government,  facilitating 
to  foreign  vessels  the  pearl  and  other  fisheries  upon  the  Mexican  coasts, 
and  establishing  regulations  for  the  same. 
T  am,  «S:c., 

THOMAS  II    NELSON. 


[Translation  II.  | 

THKASlJtV   DePAIM.MKM,  FlllST  8E(T10X, 

Mexico f  March  16,  1^'2, 
The  coUcctoi"  oltb^iiort  uf  Piogreso  having  recpicsted  instructions  from  this  Depart- 
ment as  to  the  manner  in  which  ho  should  proceed  as  to  the  fisheries  along  the  coast* 
of  the  republic,  the  President  has  deemed  proper,  in  the  exercise  of  the  faculties  granted 
him  by  the  first  clanR«»  of  the  eighty-fifth  article  of  the  constitution,  to  order  that  the 
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following  rules  be  eoUiinuuicated  to  him,  and  tliafc  tliey  be  applieable  to  all  the  coasts 
of  the  republic. 

I.  The  fisheries  in  the  waters  of  the  republic  are  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
as  also  the  industry  of  pearl-diving  and  the  collection  of  all  marine  productions. 
*  n.  National  vessels  may  engage  in  the  transportation  of  such  productions,  free  of 
duties,  without  any  other  condition  than  that  of  inscribing  the  names  of  the  vessels 
and  crews  at  the  nearest  custom-hou.He,  the  collector  of  which  is  authorized  to  issue  the 
proper  permit. 

III.  The  said  permit  shall  b»^  annually  renewed,  and  information  thereof  forwarded 
to  the  treasury  department. 

IV.  Foreign  vessels  can  only  engage  in  this  traffic,  after  presenting  themselves  to 
the  proper  custom-house,  at  which  they  will  pay  the  regular  tonnage  duty,  which 
shall  be  for  the  present  one  dollar  per  ton,  and  they  will  thereupon  receive  a  temporary 
permit  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  six  months. 

V.  To  obtain  such  permit,  it  will  bo  indispensable  to  register  the  names  of  the  ves- 
sel, of  the  captain,  and  the  crew. 

VI.  The  number  of  the  crew  shall  not  exceed  twenty-live. 

VII.  The  permits  above  mentioned  shall  enable  their  holdei-s  to  construct  <m  the 
ooa£t  provisional  dwellings  for  the  preparation  or  storage  of  the  products  of  their 
fishery. 

VIII.  In  order  to  construct  such  dwellings,  license  shall  bo  obtained  from  the  near- 
est municipal  authority,  and  the  crews  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  republic  from 
the  moment  whea  the'  license  is  solicited.  Said  license  shall  not  be  granted  except  in 
view  of  a  permit  from  the  proper  customs  authority. 

IX.  The  municipal  authority  will  designate  the  place  each  fishing- vessel  may  carry 
on  its  occupation. 

X.  The  customs  guards  may  at  any  moment  visit  the  establishments  of  fishing  or 
pearl-diving,  and  search  the  vessels  engaged  in  such  business,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
smuggling  of  foreign  goods  under  cover  of  this  privilege. 

XI.  In  case  of  seizure  in  the  act  of  smuggling,  vessels  and  utensils  will  be  confis- 
cated, and  other  penalties  will  be  applied  after  the  proper  trial,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  customs  code. 

XII.  The  collectors  of  ports,  after  consultation  with  experts,  will  fix  the  time  within 
which  pearls  may  bo  collected,  so  as  not  to  admit  of  any  danger  of  destroying  the^ 
young  pearl-oysters. 

XIII.  The  said  collectors  will  designate  the  area  within  which  each  holder  of  a  per- 
mit may  exercise  bis  industry,  markmg  the  bounds  of  such  space  so  as  not  to  trespass 
on  others.    This  area  will  be  mentioned  in  the  i^ermit. 

XIV.  All  vessels,  foreign  or  national,  that  engage  in  this  traffic  without  obeying 
these  regulations  and  the  general  laws  of  the  republic,  will  be  mulcted  by  the  collec- 
tor of  the  nearest  port  to  the  point  of  seizure,  in  the  amount  fixed  by  law,  and  detained 
in  such  port  until  payment  ot  the  fine. 

XV.  These  regulations  in  Spanish,  English,  French,  and  German,  shall  be  posted  in, 
A  visible  spot  at  all  custom-houses. 

ROMEKC». 


^o.  302. 

M)\  yd  son  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  535.]  Legation  of  the  CTnited  States^ 

Mexico,  March  25,  1872.  (Keceived  April  12.) 
Sir  :  Pursuant  to  tbe  instructions  contained  in  your  Xo.  178  and  227, 
I  addressed,  on  the  18tb  instant,  a  note  to  Mr.  Mariscal,  of  which  I  in- 
close a  copy,  setting  forth  the  evils  and  perils  which  result  from  the 
incursions  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  into  Texas,  and  from  the  impunity 
which  those  marauders  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  At  the  same  time  I 
represented  the  absolute  necessity  of  vigorous  measures  for  the  final 
suppression  of  these  outrages,  and  that  the  most  efficacious  means  for 
that  end  would  be  a  decided  co-operation  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
project  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  tbe  removal  of  those 
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Indians  to  their  reservations.    To  this  end,  1  again  solicited  permission 
for  troops  of  the  United  States  to  cross  the  Mexican  frontier. 
I  have  not  yet  received  the  answer  of  Mr.  Mariscal. 
I  am,  iK:c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosuro.] 
\Cr.  yrUon  to  Mr.  Mariscal. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  18,  lt«72. 

Siu:  During  the  la«t  three  years  1  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  address  the  Mexi- 
i:an  govcruineut,  officially  and  unofficially,  upon  the  subject  ot*  the  constantly  occurring 
incursions  of  the  Kickapoo,  and  other  Indians  of  the  frontier,  into  the  State  of  Texas, 
where  they  have  committed  numerous  murders  and  robberies.  Some  of  my  notes  have 
been  directed  to  the  object  of  obtaining  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  Texas  frontier, 
by  the  exertion  of  the  authority  of  the  Mexican  government  to  restrain  and  severely 
punish  such  outrages.  Others  have  solicited  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment in  an  attempt  to  remove  to  their  reservations,  within  the  United  States,  such 
Indians  as  have  migrated  from  American  to  Mexican  territory,  and  have  suggest-ed  or 
requested  permission  for  troops  of  the  United  States  to  cross  the  frontier  in  pursuit  of 
hostile  Indians,  or  in  aid  of  the  agents  employed  to  collect  the  scattered  bands. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  my  notes  of  July  24,  August 
11,  and  October  29,  1869,  of  February  4,  April  7,  and  15, 1870,  and  of  January  4,  and 
April  12,  1871,  remarking  at  the  same  time  that,  on  several  other  occasions,  I  have 
received  from  my  Government  documcftts  and  instructions  which  should  properly  have 
been  the  occasion  of  other  similar  notes,  but  that  in  consequence  of  the  disturbed  or 
abnormal  condition  of  the  country,  and  desirous  to  avoid  difficulties  for  the  Mexican 
government,  I  have  limited  myself  to  verbal  representations  on  the  subject. 

To  my  request.for  permission  for  American  troops  to  cross  the  frontier,  the  Mexican 
government  replied,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1870,  and  again  on  the  7th  of  January,  1871, 
that  it  did  not  possess  the  faculty  of  granting  such  permission,  but  on  the  latter  occji- 
sion  offeied  to  submit  the  request  to  congress  if  desired. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  on  my  part,  the  acting  minister  of  foreign  affairs  informed 
me  on  April  20,  1871,  tliat  the  Mexican  government  "had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  present  would  not  be  the  most  fitting  occasion  to  solicit  such  permission  from  con- 
gress with  any  well-founded  hopes  of  obtaining  a  prompt  and  favorable  decision.^ 

In  the  said  note  of  the  16th  of  April,  1870,  the  government  of  Mexico  ottered  its  co- 
operation in  the  "just  and  humane  object  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States''  in 
the  removal  of  these  Indians. 

The  American  Congress  made  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  that  purpose,  and  last 
Hummcr  agents  were  sent  to  the  Kickapoo  Indians  to  induce  them  to  remove  to  their 
reservation,  and  to  furnish  them  the  means  of  so  doing. 

•  Instead,  however,  of  meeting  with  any  co-operation  from  the  Mexican  authorities, 
the  said  agents  reported  that  their  attempt  had  been  defeated  by  the  opposition  of  the 
Mexican  authorities,  who  employed  not  merely  persuasion,  but  bribes,  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  with  regret  that,  in  view  of  these  antecedents,  I  am  forced  to  remind  your  ex- 
<;ellency  that  none  of  my  representations,  formal  or  informal,  have  led  to  any  satisfac- 
tory result. 

The  depredations  complained  of  have  continued  and  still  continue.  In  a  dispatch 
elated  the  27th  ultimo,  which  was  accompanied  by  new  documents  upou  recent  Indian 
outrages,  the  Secretary  of  Stat©  of  my  Government  uses  the  following  language : 

"  It  must  be  obvious  to  the  Mexican  government  that  the  ravages  referred  to  cannot 
fail  to  occasion  ^reat  irritation  among  those  citizens  of  Texas  who  suffer  from  them, 
and  that  in  the  interest  of  the  good  understanding  which  we  are  desirous  of  maintain- 
ing with  the  Mexican  Republic,  the  government  of  that  republic  is  expected  to  exert 
its  authority  toward  checking  the  raids  of  the  robbers  referred  to."  In  proof  of  the 
gravity  of  the  evil,  and  of  the  feeling  naturally  aroused  in  Texas,  I  beg  to  inclose  a  copy 
of  a  resolution  which  passed  the  Texas  legislature  on  May  24, 1870,  and  was  present^ 
to  the  American  Congress  on  the  10th  of  Jimo  of  that  year.  It  is  evident  that  the  sen- 
timents therein  expressed  cannot  but  have  acquired  increased  vehemence  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Though  discouraged  by  the  failure  of  the  attempt  of  last  year,  my  Government  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  only  efficient  remedy  for  these  depredations  will  be  the  removal 
of  thtsse  Indians  to  their  reservations  within  the  United  States.  To  effect  such  removal, 
it  is  now  more  than  ever  apparent  that  our  agents  must  count  not  only  upon  the  active 
cis«»istiinco  of  the  Mexican  govornnient.  but,  if  possible,  upon  the  said  permission  for 
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our  troops  to  cross  the  frontier,  -which  I  am  iuHtructed  agaiu  to  solicit.  It  is  hoped 
that  as  the  Preeideut  of  Mexico  is  now  invested  with  "  extraordinary  faoulties  ^'  he  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this  request. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that,  upon  the  re-occupation  of  the  States  of  Coahuila 
and  Nuevo  Leon  hy  the  government  forces,  advantage  he  taken  of  the  temporary  gov- 
ernment of  those  States  by  martial  law  to  take  those  speedy  and  efficient  measures  for 
the  final  cessation  of  Indian  outrages  which  my  Government  has  instructed  me  to  urge, 
and  which  would  seem  to  consist  in  lending  an  active  support  to  the  views  of  my  Gov- 
ernment for  the  removal  of  those  Indians.  Should  tlie  Mexican  government  accede  to 
the  prompt  rcallzatiou  of  this  enlightened  and  humane  policy,  I  will  lose  no  time  in 
communicating  so  satisfactory  a  statement  to  the  Groverument  of  the  United  States, 
in  order  that  speedy  me&sures  may  be  taken  to  co-operate  with  the  Mexican  authorities 
on  the  frontier.  My  Government  will  take  the  highest  satisfaction  in  seeing  thus  per- 
manently removed  a  constant  source  of  disturbance  in  those  intimate,  friendly,  and 
cordial  relations  which  should  ever  subsist  between  two  nations  whose  interests  and 
sympathies  are  so  nearly  akin. 

I  take  pleasure  in  renewing  to  your  excellency,  upon  this  occasion,  the  assurance  of 
the  very  nigh  consideration  and  respect  with  wlueh  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your 
♦•xccllenov's  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Xo.  303. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  r)3(>.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  March  25,  1872.  (Received  April  12.) 
SiK :  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No. 
215, 1  addressed,  on  the  20th  instant,  a  note  to  Mr.  Mariscal  calling  his 
attention  to  the  numerous  murders  recently  committed  in  the  Territory 
of  Arizona  by  malefactors  from  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora,  and  mani- 
festing the  urgency  of  some  efficaeions  measures  for  the  prevention  of 
such  outrages  in  the  future. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  II.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnro.] 

Mr.  XvhoH  to  Mr.  Marhcah 

Lkciation  of  the  United  States, 
Mexico,  March  20, 1872. 

Sik:  The  GovetniDeiit  of  the  Unitctl  States  in  informed  by  the  aathorities  of  the 
Territory  of  Arizona  that  numerous  murders  have  recently  been  perpetrated  within 
that  Territory,  near  the  Mexi<!an  boundary,  by  malefactors  proceeding  from  and 
escaping  to  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora.  Some  of  these  crimes  have  been  attended 
with  circumstances  of  such  peculiar  atrocity  as  to  excite  public  indignation  against 
the  assassins  to  an  alarming  intensity,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  when  once  the  crimi- 
nals have  reached  Mexican  soil,  the  experience  of  last  year  is  supposed  to  show  that 
the  State  govornraent  of  Sonora  will  neither  punish  them  itself,  surrender  them,  nor 
take  any  efficient  steps  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  such  deeds  of  blood. 

Unless  some  energetic  measures  of  repression  bo  taken  by  the  Mexican  authorities 
my  Government  benoves  it  will  bo  im]>ossib1e  to  prevent  the  aggrieved  parties  from 
retaliating  in  the  same  way  upon  Mexican  citizens  residing  in  tSat  Territory,  a  pro- 
ceeding which  could  not  fail  to  disturb  the  existing  cordial  relations  between  the  two 
governments.  In  the  interest  of  proven tuig  such  lamentable  consequences  I  have 
been  instructed  to  present  the  above  facts  to  tiie  Mexican  government,  and  to  manifest 
the  urgency  of  some  efficacious  measures  for  the  prevention  of  such  outrages  in  the 
future. 

I  am.  kVc,  , 

THOMAS  H.  NELS^le 
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No.    304. 
Mr,  Kelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  538.]  LECiATION  OF  THE    UNITED   STATES, 

Merico,  March  30, 1872.  (Received  April  12.) 
Sir  :  lleferriug  to  luy  dispatch  Xo.  536, 1  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  the  reply  of  Mr.  Mariscal 
to  my  note  of  the  20th  instant  relative  to  the  frequency  of  murders  by 
Mexicans  in  Arizona.  This  reply,  thoug:h  dated  the  23d  instant,  was 
not  received  until  several  days  later. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOK. 


Iliidosunr  B.J 
Mr.  Mar'iHcal  io  Mr.  Xehoii, 

Depahtmext  of  Foukigx  Akfaihs. 
Mexico,  March  23,  1872. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  excelleuc.y  8  note  of  the  2(Jth  instant,  in  which  you  state 
that  the  authorities  of  the  Territory  of  Arizona  have  informed  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  that  numerous  murders  have  been  committed  in  that  Territory  near  the 
Mexiciiu  frontier  by  malefactors  whp  come  from  the  State  of  Sonora,  into  which  they 
escape  after -perpetVating  these  atrocious  deeds. 

Your  excellency,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  your  Government,  manifests  the 
urgency  of  efficacious  measures  being  taken  to  prevent  such  outrages  in  the  future. 
In  reply  I  take  pleasure  in  informing  your  excellency  that  I  have  to-day  transmitted 
your  note  to  the  government  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  calling  for  a  report  upon  the  facts 
in  question  at  the  earliest  moment,  in  order  to  make  a  projier  reply  to  your  excellency, 
and  take  the  necessary  measures. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  I  am  vour  excellency's  obedient  [servant, 

KiNACIO  MARISCAL. 


No.  305. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish.  ^ 

Ko.  539.]  Legation  of  the  U:t^iTEi)  States, 

Mexico^  March  30,  1872.  (Received  April  12.) 
Sir  :  Tlie  battle  of  La  Bufa  has  been  followed  by  the  federal  occupa- 
tion of  DuraiJgo  and  Mazatlan  and  the  pursuit  of  the  rebels  toward 
Saltilloand  Monterey,  which  are  their  last  strongholds.  The  insurgents 
in  various  States  of  the  center  have  been  almost  entirely  disbanded,  but 
in  the  mountains  to  the  north  of  Puebla  they  have  become  more  numer- 
ous under  the  command  of  Xegrete  and  many  other  generals,  including 
several  members  of  congress.  This  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  Gene- 
ral Alatorre  to  undertake  personallj"  the  pacification  of  that  district. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOX. 


Xo.  306. 
Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  5 43.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  April  8,  1872.     (Received  April  12.) 
Sill:  On  the  1st  instant  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  presented  to 
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cougress  an  interesting  report  on  the  use  which  he  has  made  in  his  own 
department  of  the  extraordinary  faculties  granted  to  the  government 
by  congress  in  December  last.  As  some  of  the  measures  decreed  by 
him,  such  as  the  new  tariff,  and  the  law  concerning  the  use  of  revenue- 
stamps,  might  seem  to  go  beyond  the  spirit  of  the  grant  of  ample  facul- 
ties, which  was  intended  merely  to  enable  the  government  to  suppress 
the  rebellion.  Mr.  Eomero  begins  by  asserting  that  he  has  confined 
himself  within  the  strict  letter  and  spirit  of  that  grant.  Quoting  from 
the  said  law  the  clause  authoiizing  the  executive  *'  to  provide  resources 
to  impose  contributions,  and  make  disbursements  for  the  object  of  re- 
establishing and  preserving  public  peace,"  ho  argues  that  Congress 
thereby  delegated  to  the  Executive  its  legislative  faculties  in  financial 
matters,  and  that  any  measure  tending  to  increase  the  federal  revenues 
during  the  subsistence  of  the  rebellion  is  clearly  within  the  said  '^  ample 
faculties." 

Mr.  Eomero  proceeds  to  say  that,  in  order  to  augment  the  federal 
revenues,  two  courses  were  open  to  him,  one  being  the  ancient  system 
of  forced  loans  and  contributions,  and  the  other  to  adopt  a  new  legisla- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  receipts,  by  stimulating  produc- 
tion, the  movement  of  commerce  and  the  development  of  the  sources  of 
wealth.  Between  these  two  systems  the  Executive  could  not  hesitate  to 
adopt  the  latter. 

At  first  sight  it  would  seem  that  the  readiest  method  of  obtaining 
money  would  be  the  imposition  of  new  taxes,  for  which  the  government 
had  explicit  authority  by  the  law  of  December  1, 1871.  JS^evertheless, 
in  view  of  the  grave  objections  to  this  course,  which  would  have  been 
only  i^artially  efficacious,  and  might  have  produced  disaffections  tending 
to  prolong  the  insurrection,  the  government  deemed  it  possible  to  obtain 
the  desired  results  in  another  manner,  and  the  result  has  justified  that 
opinion. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  additional  expenses  brought  about  by  the 
rebellion,  the  sequestration  of  the  federal  revenues  by  the  insurgen  t  States, 
and  the  paralyzation  of  commerce  from  the  same  causes,  the  govern- 
ment has  been  able  to  purchase  at  current  prices  all  effects  required  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  and  to  pay  that  army  sometimes  in  advance  of  the 
stipulated  day. 

As  it  was  necessary  for  the  efficiency  of  the  measures  adopted  that 
they  should  establish  general  rules  of  permanent  application,  they  have 
taken  the  form  of  laws.  In  consequence,  Mr.  Eomero  submits  to  Con- 
gress tlie  various  laws  and  contracts  which  he  has  authorized  by  virtue 
of  his  '*  extraordinary  faculties,"  most  of  which  have  already  been  the 
subjects  of  special  dispatches  to  the  State  Department.  They  include 
the  new  tariff  of  the  1st  of  January  last,  the  law  upon  revenue-stamps, 
the  contracts  giving  subsidies  to  steamship  lines,  the  law  for  the  free 
exportation  of  bullion,  that  granting  freedom  of  pearl  and  other  fishe- 
ries, that  upon  contributions  in  the  district,  the  contracts  with  tlie  vari- 
ous mints,  the  various  measures  concerning  the  collection  of  duties  on 
goods  proceeding  from  the  insurgent  States  of  the  north,  and  that  for 
the  establishment  of  coast-guard  steamers. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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No.  307. 

Mr.  Fkh  to  ^fr.  Nelson. 

No.  2;^7.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  13, 1872. 
Sir  :  The  Attorney  General  has  addressed  a  letter  to  this  Department 
under  date  of  the  5th  instant,  covering  a  "report"  of  the  grand  jury  of  the 
United  States  district  court  of  Texas,  relative  to  the  depredations  per- 
petrated upon  citizens  of  that  State  by  persons  coming  from  the  Mexican 
side  of  the  Eio  Grande.  Copies  of  these  papers  are  inclosed  herewith. 
You  are  requested  to  lay  them  before  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
to  remonstrate  earnestly  against  the  outrages  therein  alleged,  and  to 
demand  redress  for  them. 
T  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


liiielosarc  l.J 

Mr.  WtUiamH  tu  Mr.  t^inh. 

Department  of  Ji'stiue, 
H'ashuigtoHj  April  5,  1872.    (Received  April  6.) 
^ik:  I  have  the  houor  to  transmit,  for  yoar  consideration^  the  report  of  the  grand 
jury  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Texas,  relative  to 
the  invasions  of  that  State,  and  depredations  conmiitted  upon  the  people  by  i»orson» 
•  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Very  respectfullv, 

(iEO.  H.  WILLIAMS. 


[Inclosure  2.  J 

Jfeport  of  the  yrand  jury,  impaneled  at  the  March  tenUj  A.  I).  1872,  of  the  United  Staten 
district  court  held  in  Brownsville,  within  the  eastern  district  of  Texas,  and  submitted  to  the 
court  on  their  discharge. 

Brownsviixk,  Tkxas,  March  25,  1^72. 

TEDKHAI.  (JKANl)  .Il'RY    RErORT. 

The  I'nited  States  of  America,  eastern  district  of  Texas. 

To  the  Bon.  Amos  Morrill,  Judge  of  the  dijttriet  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  dn*- 

trict  of  Texas, 

The  j^raud  juroi-s  of  the  United  States,  in  their  final  presentment  to  your  honorable 
eourt,  at  the  close  of  their  session,  respectfully  present : 

That  since  they  were  impaneled  on  the  7th  instant,  they  have  found  tifty-seven 
true  bills  of  indictment,  being  mostly  for  violations  of  the  i*evenuo  laws. 

That  they  have  collected  a  considerable  mass  of  testimony,  to  which  they  will  agaiu 
respectfully 'call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  court.  That  the  exigencies  of  the  pub- 
lic service  demand  the  erection  in  the  city  of  Brownsville  of  a  buiidini;  large  enough  to 
serve  for  a  custom-house,  a  federal  court-room,  and  a  post-office.  It  is  respectfully 
suggested  that  the  construction  of  such  a  building  would  be  a  measure  of  economy  on 
the  part  of  the  I'nited  States,  and  would  save  the  paying  out  of  largo  sums  for  the 
rent  of  houses  not  in  every  respect  calculated  to  meet  the  wants  and  aflbrd  the  proper 
<*onvenience8  to  the  officers  and  employe's  occupying  them,  Avhilo  in  the  service  of  the 
f Jovernment.    An  appropriation  for  the  purpose  is  respectfully  suggested. 

In  approaehing  the  matter  of  the  depredatory  war  which  has  been  waged  against 
the  defenseless  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  residents  of  the  valleys  of  the  Rio 
(irande,  the  Nueces,  the  Rio  Frio,  and  their  tributaries,  there  is  hesitancy,  because  the 
short  limits  of  a  presentment  will  not  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  hos- 
ti1«' operations,  the  number  of  valuable  lives  lost,  jjud  the  aggravated  character  and 
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the  euorinity  of   the  exceswes  which  organized  bands  of  men,  titted  out  in  Mexico^ 
have  perpetrated  upon  the  people  of  Western  Texas. 

The  honorable  conrt  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  accompanying  evidence,  but  at 
the  same  time  we  would  request  that  the  same  be  not  filed  and  made  a  part  of  the 
records  of  the  court,  and  be  not  published,  but  deposited  with  the  district  attorney. 
The  motives  inducing  this  request  will  appear  by  a  perusal  of  the  evidence. 

A  reign  of  terror  is  proven  to  exist  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces.  Mer- 
cenary bands  of  marauders,  Mexican  officer's  and  soldiers,  and  Mexican  outlaws  and 
bandits,  have  been,  for  about  seven  years,  holding  a  saturnalia  of  crime,  violence,  and 
rapine  upon  the  soil  of  Texas.  They  have  denounced  the  penalty  of  death  against 
any  who  may  become  informers.  They  have  already  sacrificed  life  upon  mere  suspi- 
cion, as  in  the  case  of  young  Cleveland,  of  8an  Antonio,  and  others.  8boukl  our  re- 
qnest  be  unheeded  the  lives  of  the  witnesses  would  be  taken  with  certainty  and  with- 
out remorse. 

The  evidence  submittf^d  justifies  the  declaration  that  a  depredatory  war  has  existed 
on  this  frontier  since  1865 ;  that  it  has  been  waged  by  men  organized  in  Mexico,  by 
Mexican  soldiei's  acting  under  the  orders  of  a  Mexican  general,  and  commanded  directly 
by  officers  of  the  Mexican  army  ;  that  the  authorities  of  Mexico,  civil  and  military, 
have  countenanced,  aided,  and  supported  these  hostile  operations ;  that  the  robbery  of 
our  citizens  has  been  legalized  so  far  as  the  acts  of  Mexican  officials  could  legalize 
murder,  robbery,  and  other  criminal  outrages  ;  that  the  markets  of  Mexico  have  been 
used  openly,  publicly,  and  shamelessly,  to  effect  the  sale  of  property  robbed  from  the 
people  of  Texas ;  that  Mexican  officials,  merchants  of  that  and  other  nationalities, 
and  all  classes  of  Mexicans,  have  bought  and  sold  cattle,  hides,  horses,  and  other  pix)p- 
erty,  stolen  from  the  people  of  Texas,  and  they  have  done  so  knowing  they  had  been 
disnonestly  obtained ;  the  custom-house  and  municipal  authorities  of  Mexico  have 
profited  by  the  piratical  acts  of  Mexican  soldiers  and  highwaymen,  and  a  tax  has  been 
levied  upon  cattle  which  they  knew  had  been  taken  by  armed  bands  from  the  rightful 
owners ;  that  the  people  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  consider  and  treat 
the  Americans  as  enemies ;  they  claim  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  express  a  determination  to  drive  the  Americans  fr^m  it. 

Among  the  grievances  of  which  this  people  justly  complain,  there  is  none  more  gall- 
ing than  the  sending  of  General  Juan  Nepomuceno  Cortina  to  this  frontier.  It  may  be 
truly  said  that  he  has  written  the  history  of  his  career  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande 
in  letters  of  blood  and  fire.  The  criminal  who  stands  charged  upon  the  oaths  of  twelve 
men,  good  and  true,  of  murder,  theft,  and  treason,  who  levied  war  upon  the  United 
States,  murdered  its  citizens-  and  soldiers,  and  robbed  its  mails,  who  laid  waste  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  of  frontier,  and  who  now  occupies  the  double  position  of 
ranking  officer  of  the  Mexican  army  upon  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  and  ranking  cow  and 
horso  thief  on  both  frontiers,  has  been  retained  on  duty  against  the  protest  of  General 
McCook,  which  was  communicated  to  President  Juarez.  His  retention  is  a  deliberate, 
willful,  and  studied  insult  to  the  Government  of  the  United  IStates,  its  officers  and 
people. 

General  Cortina  has  given  his  officers  and  soldiers  orders  to  kill  and  rob  the  people 
of  Texas.  He  has  received  a  large  share  of  the  plunder.  He  has  stocked  four  ranches- 
mostly  with  cows  and  horses  stolen  from  Texas. 

It  is  believed  from  the  evidence  and  from  other  reliable  authority  that  since  the 
close  of  the  civil  war  in  this  country  there  has  been  an  average  of  live  thousand  cattle 
stolen  fronj  Texas  monthly,  and  driven  into  Mexico,  and  this  estimate  is  confined  to 
the  lower  Rio  Grande.  The  total  number  is  estimated  at  four  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand,  and  the  actual  value  at  six  million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This 
does  not  include  losses  accruing  from  the  depredations  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  natural- 
ized citizens  of  Mexico.  The  loss  of  life,  the  sense  of  insecurity,  the  decreased  value  of 
property,  the  paralyzation  of  business,  and  the  moral  effects  resulting  from  this  war 
eannot  be  estimated.     Some  of  these  defy  the  sordid  valuation  of  dollars  and  cents. 

The  grand  jurors  Avould  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  assaults  which  have  been 
made  upon  officers  of  the  United  StateA  (Jovernment  while  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  to  the  threats  against  thoni,  to  their  forcible  detention,  and  to  the'obstructiou.s 
preventing  them  from  perf(»rming  their  duty ;  and  all  these  acts  are  shown  to  have 
beeu  done  by  raiders  with  the  approval  and  protection  of  Mexican  authorities.  It  is 
known  to  the  world  that  United  States  officers  have  been  killed  on  the  Rio  Grande  by 
armed  Mexicans,  and  that  employment  in  a  public  capacity,  requiring  the  officer  to 
visit  out-of-the-way  places,  is  a  position  of.  peril.  Inspector  Dunont  killed  in  Browns- 
ville, and  the  niurdor  of  Inspectors  Hammond  and  Phelps,  and  the  wounding  of  othcrn 
at  Clarksville,  are  fjicts  officially  recorded ;  and  the  fate  of  Inspector  McLaughlin  may 
lie  attributed  to  the  same  hands. 

The  evidence  of  all  witnesses,  irrespective  of  nationality,  is  conclusive  as  to  the 
insecurity  of  life  and  property  on  this  frontier.  There  is  no  protection  to  the  citizen 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  rights  and  privileges.  His  life,  his  liberty,  and  whatever  a 
freeman  holds  dear  are  at  the  merpy  of  armed  invjulors.    They  invade  his  home,  insult 
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Tiis  family,  and  violate  the  properties,  the  decencies,  and  even  the  sanctities  of  private 
life  with  impunity.  Our  fellow-citizens  of  Mexican  oripjin  and  of  other  nationalities 
have  suftered  alike  with  the  native  American,  because  the  same  flag  covers  them,  and 
they  have  incun-ed  the  hostility  of  a  people  who  hate  everything  American,  and  deem 
It  legitimat.e  to  assault  and  plunder  all  over  which  the  American  banner  floats. 

This  deplorable  state  of  aifairs,  this  loss  of  life  and  property,  and  the  misfortunes 
which  have,  in  a  manner,  crushetl  this  frontier,  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  an  ade- 
i^uate  force  of  cavalrj'  to  cover  and  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rio  Grande  Valley. 
A  mounted  force,  properly  handled,  which  could  follow  marauders  into  the  fast- 
nesses of  the  chapaiTals, pursue  with  I'arthian  vigor  and  perseverance  over  the  broad 
prairies,  could  give  protection  and  roll  back  upon  Mexico  the  wave  of  invasion.  That 
nation  is  laboring  under  the  incurable  disease  of  chronic  revolution.  Its  masses  have 
become  demoralized  by  half  a  century  of  war  and  internal  convulsions  and  dissensions. 
The  absence  of  United  States  troojw  on  the  line  of  the  lower  Kio  Grande  in  1859  re- 
sulted in  the  Cortina  war.  The  absence  of  a  cavalry  force  eapHble  to  protect  this  fron- 
tier has  invited  the  attacks  of  our  hostile  and  aggressive  neighbors,  and  the  pillage  of 
a  territory  covering  not  less  than  sixty  thousand  square  miles  are  the  fruits  of  the 
omission. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  territory  have  suffered  .nil  the  horrors  of  warfare,  and  have 
known  none  of  the  securities  of  its  usages,  and  have  appealed  in  vain  for  protection. 
They  have  pnblished  authentic  statements  of  the  wrongs  and  the  outrages  committed 
upon  them  by  merciless  invaders,  and  no  sympathetic  response  has  been  returned.  They 
are  reduced  to  the  last  extremity.  The  alternative  is  presented,  in  the  event  govern- 
mental protection  shall  not  be  (extended,  to  abandon  their  homes  to  their  enemies,  or 
to  defend  them.  They  feel  that  the  great  law  of  humanity  allows  them  to  resort  to 
measures  of  self-defense,  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  to  meet  their  invaders  and  de- 
spoilers  as  freemen  should,  with  ball  and  blade.  And  your  grand  jurors,  though  gen- 
erally not  residents  of  the  section  in  question,  acting  under  the  solemn  obligations  of 
their  oaths,  do  present  that,  in  their  opinion,  should  these  plundered,  harassed,  and 
wronged  people  be  impelled  to  strike  for  vengeance  upon  the  breasts  of  those  who  have 
filled  the  land  with  violence  and  bloodshed,  assassination,  and  a  long  catalogue  of  in- 
human excesses,  they  can  appear  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion  and  plead  such  a  justi- 
fication as  no  people  in  modern  times  have  been  able  to  produce  daring  a  period  of 
miscalled  peace. 

Your  grand  jurors  have  seen  with  jdeasure  the  joint  resolution  introduced  into 
Congress  by  the  Hon.  John  Hancock.  They  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  com- 
mission for  the  purposes  contemplated  would  be  A'ery  proper,  but  it  would  bring  no  re- 
lief to  the  suftering  frontier.  An  effective  and  efficient  force  of  cavalry  to  chastise  and 
expel  the  armed  bands,  and  to  drive  from  our  soil  the  Mexican  troops  now  using  it  for 
making  "descents  upon  Mexican  territory,  as  from  the  Lopeua  ranch  in  Zapata  County, 
and  for  plundering  our  people,  is  imperiously  demanded,  and  at  once. 

Our  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Congress  are  requested  to  use  their  influence  in 
procuring  the  sending  of  this  force  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  conclusion,  your  grand  jury  Avould  call  attention  to  the  good  understanding  which 
lias  existed  between  themselves  and  the  able  gentlemen  presiding  over  the  honorable 
court,  the  district  attorney,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  court. 

JOHN  S.  FORD,  OLYMPUS  FERGUSON, 

Forematij  Cameron  County^  Tvxas,  Colorado  County,  Texan. 

C.  DART,  GEORGE  WU.SON, 

GaXreston,  Texas.  Nueces  County,  Tcxa>^. 

J.  J.  HAWKINS,  W.  F.  BROWN, 

Columbns,  Colorado  Counttf,  Texas.  Brazoria^County,  Texas. 

J.  M.  CONRAD,  W.  H.  POWELL, 

•  Galveston,  Texas.  Matagorda  County,  Texax. 

R.  B.  HAWKINS,  THOMAS  McGOVERN, 

Colorado  County,  Texas.  Galveston,  Texas. 

M.  M.  JORDAN,  H.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Galveston,  Texas.  Victoria  County,  Texas. 

JAS.W.  FIELDS,  D.C.ROBERTS, 

Colorado  County,  Texas.  Brazoria  County,  Texas. 

L.  F.  HARRIS,  DANIEL  BUCKLEY, 

Galveston,  Texas.  Galveston,  Texas. 

JAMES  NORTON,  R.  K.  SMITH, 

Galveston,  Texas.  Galveston,  Texas. 

SAMUEL  PARR,  JAMES  F.  MAGUIRE, 

Galveston,  Texan.  Galveston,  Texas. 

T.  W.  PIERSON, 


Fictoria,  Texan. 
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Ko.  308. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  549.]  LEOATION  of  the  tlNXTED  STATES, 

Mexico^  April  15, 1872.  (Received  May  1.) 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  (A 
and  B)  of  an  interesting  article  by  Mr.  Emilio  Velasco  npon  the  re- 
lations between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  especially  upon  the 
question  of  the  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes  from  the  northern  States  of 
Mexico  to  their  reservations  in  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


llDclosnre  B.— TranBlAtion.  ] 
-MEXICO  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
By  Don  Emilio  Velasco. 
[From  the  Sigh  XIX  of  April  12,  1872.] 

The  official  correspondence  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  presented  on 
the  4th  of  December  last,  presents  the  state  of  onr  relations  with  the  IJnited  States 
during  the  last  year.  We  propose  to  niake  an  analysis  of  tlie  various  topics  mentioned 
in  the  said  volume.  The  attack  and  sacking  of  Gnaymas,  perpetrated  by  Don  Fortuno 
Vizcaino  in  1870,  is  one  of  these  topics. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  a  note  dated  16th  of  November,  1870,  ad- 
dressed by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Nelson,  the  minister  of  that  nation  in 
Mexico,  bases  the  responsibility  of  the  Mexican  government  on  the  fact  that  Vizcaino 
acted  under  orders  from  Don  Placido  Vega,  residing  in  the  canton  of  Topic ;  that  the 
expedition  was  organized  in  Tepic  with  the  connivance  of  Don  Mannel  Lozada,  of 
whom  Vega  was  believed  to  be  the  instrument ;  that  although  the  general  government 
has  appointed  officers  in  that  cauton,  the  appointees  are  creatures  of  Lozada ;  that  the 
government  itself  has  ordered  its  troops  not  to  invade  the  territory  controlled  by  Lo- 
zada; that  Tepic  is  under  the  nominal  authority  of  the  funtionaries  appointed,  by  the 
government,  but  the  real  authority  of  the  said  Lozada ;  that  in  times  of  peace  the 
reparation  of  damages,  like  those  done  at  Gnaymas,  belongs  in  the  first  instance  to 
the  tribunals  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  committed;  but  that  if  the  judicial 
authority  is  silenced  by  armed  force,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  submit  the  matter  to 
such  authority,  especially  if  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment has  voluntarily  suffered  its  authority  to  be  disowned  in  Tepic. 

From  these  antecedents  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  argues  that,  so  long  as 
the  Mexican  government  pretends  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  Tepic,  it  should  bo  held 
responsible  for  the  damages  inflicted  upon  American  citizens,  either  there  or  elsewhere, 
by  forces  proceeding  from  Tepic.  This  matter  has  not  as  yet  led  to  any  results,  since, 
as  it  appears  from  other  notes,  no  American  citizen  suffered  any  loss  by  the  piratical 
assaults  upon  Guaymas ;  but  it  is  worth  while  to  call  attention  to  the  principle  upoa 
which  the  American  Government  bases  the  responsibility  of  its  attributes  to  Mexico. 
This  principle  isj  the  consent  of  our  government  in  leaving  Tepic  semi-independent, 
under  the  real  sway  of  Lozada,  but  the  nominal  authority  of  the  employes  of  the  gov- 
ernment, whereby  the  latter  becomes  responsible  for  the  actions  of  Lozada,  since  it 
would  be  impossible  to  obtain  reparation  from  the  tribunals.  It  should  also  be  ob- 
served that  the  general  style  of  the  note  is  friendly,  and  that  it  reveals  not  merely  a 
desire  to  avoid  creating  difficulties  for  our  government,  but  also  to  observe  all  the 
consideration  due  to  a  friendly  government. 

On  the  12th  of  December  Mr.  Fish,  the  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  to  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
American  minister  in  Mexico,  stating  that  military  operations  against  the  Texan  In- 
dians of  the  mountains  of  Guadalupe  could  only  succeed  during  winter,  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  instructing  him  to  solicit  from  our  govern- 
ment an  authorization  for  the  governor  of  Chihuahua  to  treat  and  combine  operations 
directly  with  the  American  military  authorities,  allowing  the  latter,  when  necessary, 
to  follow  the  Indians  into  Mexican  territory,  and  employing  Mexican  troops  in  cutting 
off  their  retreat.  Mr.  Nelson,  in  compliance  with  these  instructions,  on  the  4th  of 
27  F  B  o 
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January,  1871,  addressed  a  note  on  the  subject  to  Mr.X.erdo,  then  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 

The  latter  replied  expressing,  on  the  part  of  the  execntive,  the  best  wishes  to  co- 
operate in  the  plan  above  sketched,  to  which  end  the  President  had  autliorized  the 
government  of  Chihuahua  to  treat  directly  with  the  American  authorities  at  El  Presi- 
dio and  lend  them  every  aid. 

As  to  the  permission  for  American  troops  to  pursue  the  Indians  within  our  territory, 
Mr.  Lerdo  replied  that  the  executive  had  not  then  the  power  to  grant  it,  as  it  depended 
upon  congress,  which  would  meet  on  the  1st  of  April,  1871,  for  which  reason,  should 
it  then  be  thought  desirable,  the  question  would  be  submitted  to  congress.  Notwith- 
standing this  favorable  disposition,  the  lack  of  combination  between  the  authorities  of 
the  two  frontiers  caused  the  state  of  Chihuahua  to  be  invaded  by  several  parties  of 
Indians,  one  of  which  murdered  the  American  citizen,  Charles  Kerl,  and  five  compan- 
ions ;  though  the  lack  of  combination  did  not  spring  from  any  fault  of  the  authorities 
on  either  side,  but  apparently  from  the  lack  of  time  to  carry  it"  into  effect. 

The  Mexican  government  nevertheless  again  recommended  the  government  of  Chi- 
huahua to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  commander  of  Fort  Davis. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  view  of  information  received  from  its  mili- 
tary authorities,  judged  proper  to  solicit  from  the  Mexican  congress  permission  for  its 
troops  to  pursue  the  Indians  within  our  territory,  while  those  of  Mexico  should  cut 
off  their  retreat. 

The  Secretary  of  State  accordingly  instructed  Mr.  Nelson  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1871,  as  follows :  , 

"  You  will  consequently  adoi)t  such  measures  for  that  purpose  as  may  seem  to  you 
proper  and  likely  to  be  successful.  In  a  matter,  however,  which  must,  if  not  judi- 
ciously managed,  wound  the  sensibilities  of  a  people  so  averse  to  anything  like  an  in- 
vasion of  their  soil  by  foreignere,  it  will  be  necessary  to  move  with  great  delicacy  and 
caution,  not  merely  with  a  view  to  compass  the  ohgect  desired,  but  to  avpid  giving 
offense  by  even  proposing  it." 

These  words  prove  the  loyal  good  faith  of  the  American  Government  in  this  negotia- 
tion, and  furnish  another  motive  for  appreciating  the  delicacy  of  that  Government 
toward  our  own.  Mr.  Nelson  acted  with  no  less  delicacy.  He  addresed  an  unofficial 
note  to  Mr.  Azpiroz,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  as  its 
chief  clerk,  asking  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  government  as  to  the  possibility  of  sub- 
mitting to  congress  at  that  time  the  question  of  authorizing  the  passage  of  American 
troops  into  Mexico,  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians.  At  that  time  (April,  1871)  the  execu- 
tive could  not  count  upon  congress,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  latter  would  have  re- 
fused its  approval  to  any  proposal  of  the  kind  emanating  from  the  executive. 

Mr.  Aspiroz  replied  to  Mr.  Nelson  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  government, 
the  occasion  was  not  a  proper  one  to  solicit  such  permission  from  congress  with  any 
well-founded  hope  of  obtaining  a  prompt  and  favorable  decision. 

In  this  replv  Mr.  Aspiroz  manifested  that  the  Mexican  government  highly  appre- 
ciated the  delicacy  of  the  American  Government,  which,  in  soliciting  the  said  permis- 
sion, desired  to  obtain  it  without  wounding  the  susceptibilities  of  this  country.  The 
question  which  cave  rise  to  these  negotiations  deserves  all  the  attention  of  our  gov- 
ernment. The  United  States  have  a  great  interest  in  the  pacification  of  these  barbar- 
ous tribes ;  but  the  latter,  when  pursued  on  the  American  side  of  the  frontier,  flee  to 
our  border  States,  where  they  commit  atrocious  outrages.  These  tribes  are  thus  em- 
ployed in  perpetrating  depredations  alternately  upon  both  frontiers,  although  their 
most  destructive  ravages  are  those  committed  within  our  territory,  because  our  fron- 
tier States  lack  the  necessary  elements  for  an  active  and  efficacious  pursuit.  It  is, 
then,  for  the  interest  of  both  countries  to  combine  their  efforts  to  subdue  those  bar- 
barous Indians,  and  our  frontier  States  would  derive  incalculable  advantages  from 
8uch  action. 

The  policy  of  the  American  Government  deserves  onr  cordial  approval  and  support ; 
that  policy  being  to  locate  these  Indians  upon  reservations  as  the  nrst  step  toward  civ- 
ilization. 

The  tribes  which  have  hitherto  subsisted  by  pillage,  and  have  led  a  wandering  life, 
have  olten  deceitfully  pretended  to  accept  this  policv,  and  have  gone  on  committing 
ravages  in  both  countries.  The  negotiation,  of  which  we  have  just  made  an  analysis, 
shows  how  different  is  the  present  from  the  former  policy  of  the  United  Stat^. 

On  our  frontier  it  was  a  settled  conviction  that  the  savage  Indians  received  aid  and 
encouragement  from  the  American  authorities  for  their  depredations  upon  our  soil, 
and  this  was  doubtless  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Mexican  government,  in  1848, 
insisted  upon  inserting  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  the  clause  making  the 
American  Government  responsible  for  the  damages  caused  by  Indian  invasions. 

Far  from  this.  The  American  Government  now  shows  a  fixed  desire  to  reclaim  these 
tribes  from  their  nomadic  condition,  for  which  the  most  natural  means  is  the  employ- 
ment of  force.  It  would  be  easy  for  the  American  Government  to  drive  all  th^ 
Indians  into  our  territory,  where  they  would  cause  immense  evils,  but  instead  of  this, 
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it  labors  to  place  the  Indians  beyond  the  reach  of  committing  depredations  in  either 
country.  It  may,  therefore,  be  readily  seen  that  the  realization  of  the  proposals  of  the 
American  Government,  through  the  co-operation  of  our  own,  is  for  the  true  interests 
of  the  Rentier  States.  The  governor  of  Chihuahua  so  understood  the  matter,  and 
therefore  advocated  a  combination  of  the  forces  of  the  two  nations.  The  day  when 
the  American  policy  shall  definitely  triumph  in  this  matter,  and  the  Indian  tribes  shall 
be  obliged  to  abandon  their  nomadic  life,  the  corner-stone  of  the  prosperity  and  growth 
of  our  frontier  States  will  have  been  laid. 


Ko.  309. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

^o.  550.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  April  W^  1872.     (Received  May  1.) 

Sir  :  The  general  tendency  of  military  events  during  the  first  half  of 
the  present  month  has  been  favorable  to  the  speedy  pacification  of  the 
republic. 

The  rebels  have  been  routed  in  engagements  of  more  or  less  impor- 
tance in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  Durango,  Zacatecas,  San  Luis,  Hidalgo, 
Puebla,  and  Vera  Cruz.  The  city  of  Zacatecas  was  momentarily  occu- 
pied by  the  rebels  on  the  i3th  instant,  but  was  again  recovered  yester- 
day by  the  government  troops. 

It  is  reported  that  there  has  been  a  counter  revolution  in  the  State  of 
Nuevo  Leon,  that  Trevino  the  initiator  of  the  present  revolution,  has 
been  deposed  from  the  government  of  that  State,  and  Don  Simon  Garza 
Melo  appointed  in  his  stead.  The  only  serious  drawback  to  this  fiivor- 
able  aspect  of  affairs  has  been  the  breaking  out  and  sudden  triumph  of 
a  local  revolution.in  the  State  of  Yucatan. 

On  the  13th  ultimo  General  Canton,  a  former  imperalist  chief,  pro- 
nounced in  Valladolid,  and  after  gaining  two  victories  over  the  troops 
of  the  State  government,  in  which  several  prominent  oflScers  of  the  latter 
were  killed,  Merida  was  evacuated  by  Governor  Cirerol  about  the  end 
of  March,  and  he  with  all  his  subordinates  took  passage  in  the  Ameri- 
can steamer  City  of  Merida  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  general  government  immediately  dispatched  an  expedition  to 
Campeche,  upon  two  steamers,  under  command  of  General  Vicente 
Mariscal,  and  has  since  dispatched  re-enforcements. 

Should  the  rebels  of  Yucatan  resist,  this  campaign  will  be  bloody  an^ 
of  uncertain  result.  The  state  of  affairs  in  Tabasco  is  also  very  un- 
satisfactory. The  rebels  there  are  in  small  numbers,  but  have  "com- 
mitted fearful  outrages.  They  have  twice  occupied  the  port  of  Fronterij, 
and  thus  forced  our  consul,  Mr.  Nemegyei,  to  send  his  family  to  the 
United  States  for  safety. 

The  new  Mexican  penal  code  went  into  operation  on  the  1st  instant. 

The  code  of  procedure  is  now  firnished  by  the  committee  of  lawyers 
to  whom  its  formation  was  intrusted,  and  will  shortly  be  submitted  to 
congress.  Mr.  Leon  Guzman,  formerly  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
now  attorney-general,  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  joint  claims 
commission  at  Washington,  in  place  of  Mr.  Gomez  Palacios,  who  re- 
signed that  post. 

The  project  for  the  celebration  of  an  universal  exposition  in  the  ciry 
of  Mexico,  in  1874,  has  been  much  discussed,  and  at  a  meeting  of  some 
hundreds  of  prominent  citizens  held  yesterday  the  regulations  and  by- 
laws of  an  association  to  that  effect  were  adopted.    The  project  is  coua! 
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tonauced  by  the  government,  and  will  undoubtedly  receive  a  large  sab- 
sidy  from  congress,  to  whicb  body  an  appeal  hjvs  been  made. 

Congi-ess  has  done  nothing  of  importance  during  the  two  weeks  of 
its  session.  The  President's  request  for  an  extension  of  the  term' of  his 
'' extraordinary  faculties''  has  been  much  discussed,  as  also  Mr.  Eomero's 
new  tariff.  Both  measures  will  undoubtly  receive  a  solution  favor- 
able to  the  views  of  the  government,  though  with  some  modifications. 
I  am,  &c.. 

THOMAS  H.  l^LSON. 


1^0.  310. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

'^o.  557.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  ApHl  26, 1872.    (Received  May  13.) 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  Mr. 
Mariscal's  reply  of  the  23d  instant  to  my  note  of  the  18th  ultimo,  upon 
the  depredations  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians. 

While  Mr.  Mariscal  does  not  accede  to  mjr  solicitude  for  the  passage 
of  American  troops  into  Mexican  territory  in  pursuit  of  marauding  In- 
dians, he  nevertheless  makes  propositions,  which  may,  I  hope,  facilitate 
the  final  settlement  of  the  important  subject  in  hand.  He  assures  me 
that  the  government  will  lend  eflScient  co-operation  to  the  realization  of 
the  plan  for  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoos  to  their  reservations  in  the 
United  StJites.  For  this  purpose  it  will  direct  its  local  authorities  to 
participate  in  the  conferences  with  those  Indians,  and  will  not  allow 
the  authorities,  who  are  accused  of  having  frustrated  the  attempt  of 
last  year,  to  have  any  share  in  the  proposed  conferences. 

In  case  the  Kickapoos  freely  consent  to  emigrate,  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment will  furnish  troops  to  escort  them  to  a  designated  place  on  the 
frontier;  and,  lest  the  agents  employed  in  the  unsuccessful  attempt  of 
last  year  may  have  unfortunately  excited  prejudices  and  suspicions  in 
the  minds  of  these  Indians,  the  Mexican  government  suggests  the  pro- 
priety of  other  persons  being  selected  for  the  proposed  new  attempt. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  proposal  of  the  Mexican  government  de- 
serves serious  attention,  and  that,  if  approved,  the  necessary  steps 
should  be  taken  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


rinclosure  B.— Translatloii.] 
Mr,  Mariscal  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

Department  op  State, 

Mexico^  ApHl  23, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note  of  the  18th  ultimo 
respecting  the  conduct  observed  by  certain  tribes  of  Indians  located  upon  Mexican 
territory  near  the  frontier  of  Texas,  and  I  have  also  received  a  copy  of  the  inclosed 
resolution  upon  Indian  depredations,  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  tne  State  of  Texas. 
Your  excellency  reminds  rae  of  the  several  notes  upon  this  subject  which  you  have 
addressed  to  my  predecessors  in  this  department;  and  makes  special  mention  of  those 
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in  which  yon  have  solicited  pennission  from  the  jgovernment  of  thw  republic  for  the 
paaaage  of  American  troops  across  the  frontier,  m  order  to  carry  out  the  project  of 
removing  these  tribes  of  Indians  to  their  reservations  in  the  United  States,  and  after 
relating.the  ill-snccess  of  the  American  agents  sent  to  induce  the  Kickapoos  to  emigrate, 
your  excellency  suggests  that  upon  the  re-occupation  of  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon  and 
Coahnila,  by  the  forces  of  the  federal  government,  advantage  be  taken  of  the  tem- 
porary government  of  those  States  by  martial  law  to  take  efficacious  and  speedy 
measures  for  the  cessation  of  Indian  outrages ;  measures  which,  in  your  excellency's 
opinion,  would  seem  to  consist  in  lending  aid  to  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoos,  to 
be  effected  by  the  employment  of  American  troops  in  Mexican  territory. 

The  examination  of  all  the  antecedents  of  this  question  has  delayed  my  reply  until 
the  present  time,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  the 
views  of  my  government.  The  decree  which  authorizes  the  executive  to  exercise  tem- 
porarily certain  faculties  which  he  does  not  ordinarily  possess  in  the  department  of 
war,  has  a  manifest  limitation  in  the  object  which  codgress  proposed  to  obtain  by  its 
passage.  The  re-establishment  of  peace  and  of  constitutional  order  in  the  rebel  States 
was  the  motive  of  that  grant,  and  the  President  of  the  republic,  to  whose  consideration 
I  have  submitted  your  excellency's  suggestions,  after  a  careful  study  of  the  said  decree, 
id  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  employ  the  extraordinary  faculties  with 
which  congress  invested  him  for  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  in  question.  But  the 
matter  may,  nevertheless,  be  arranged  by  virtue  of  the  presence  of  federal  forces  in  Nuevo 
Leon,  and  without  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  American  troops  into  Mexican  terri- 
tory. The  sum  total  of  the  facts  which  your  excellency  communicates,  in  compliance 
with  instructions  from  your  Government,  and  the  desires  which  have  been  manifested 
to  the  government  of  Mexico,  concerning  the  said  Indians,  together  with  the  friendli- 
ness characteristic  of  existing  relations  between  the  two  countries,  are  sufficient  rea- 
sons to  lead  the  President  of  this  republic  to  earnestly  desire  the  speediest  solution  of 
this  question,  and  the  one  most  advantageous  to  all  parties  concerned.  I  have  there- 
fore the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellencv  the  assurance  which  this  department  has 
before  given,  that  the  government  of  Mexico  will  take  pleasure  in  co-operating  with 
that  of  the  United  St-ates  in  the  humane  object  of  preventing  the  depredations  which 
certain  tribes  of  Indians  are  wont  to  commit  on  the  Texan  frontier,  by  affording  them 
the  means  of  emigrating  from  Nuevo  Leon  and  Coahnila  to  their  reservations  in  the 
United  States.  For  the  realization  of  this  project,  it  would  perhaps  be  convenient  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  new  agents,  and  to  advise  the  govern- 
ment of  Nuevo  Leon  of  the  time  when,  and  of  the  place  on  the  frontier  where  the  said 
azente  will  present  themselves  for  their  visit  to  the  Indian  tribes.  The  government  of 
Mexieo  will,  in  such  case,  provide  that  the  authorities  who  represent  it  in  that  region 
take  part  in  the  conferences,  and  if  the  Indians  should  freely  determine  to  leave  Mexico 
to  settle  on  their  reservations  in  the  United  States,  the  Mexican  military  forces  will  es- 
cort such  Indians  to  the  point  on  the  frontier  where  the  American  troops  may  receive 
them. 

Your  excellency  will  observe  that  the  Mexican  government  advises  that  the  agents 
to  treat  with  the  Indians  be  other  persons  than  those  who  made  the  former  attempt. 
This  suggestion  is  made  in  the  interest  of  the  success  of  the  negotiation,  in  order,  by 
such' change,  to  avoid  reviving  the  suspicions  and  prejudices  against  those  persons, 
which  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians.  The  Mexican  government,  desirous  that 
there  may  subsist  no  impediment  to  the  projected  arrangement,  will  provide,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  none  of  the  authorities  accused  (it  would  seem  without  satisfactory 
proofs)  of  being  opposed  to  the  removal  of  these  Indians,  have  any  part  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  plan  suggested. 

In  closing  my  reply  to  your  excellency's  note,  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the 
Mexican  government  very  highly  appreciates  the  prudence  and  tact  which  has  thus 
far  characterized  your  excellency  in  this  negotiation,  and  cherishes  the  confident  hope 
that  it  will  be  concluded  in  the  same  spirit  of  friendship  and  good  understanding. 
I  am,  &c., 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 


STo.  311. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  558.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  April  30,  1872.    (Received  May  8.) 
SiE:  In  consequence  of  the  region  bordering  on  the  Rio  Grande 
being  still  chiefly  in  possession  of  the  rebels,  I  have  hitherto  refrained 
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from  pressing  tke  Mexican  government  upon  the  subject  of  the  robber- 
ies of  cattle  and  other  depredations  committed  by  parties  of  armed 
Mexicans  on  the  Texan  frontier.  I  have,  however,  submitted  the 
iuclosures  in  your  Nos.  229  and  234,  unofficially,  to  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs,  and,  upon  the  expected  speedy  re-occupation  of  that  dis- 
trict, I  will  earnestly  urge  all  proper  measures  of  prevention  and  redress. 
I  am,  &c.. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  312. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  564.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  May  1, 1872.    (Received  May  18.) 

Sir:  The  "extraordinary  faculties''  conferred  upon  President  Juarez 
by  the  law  of  December  1,  1871,  for  the  term  of  one  month  after  the 
next  meeting  of  congress,  expired  yesterday  by  limitation. 

The  subject  of  the  renewal  of  these  powers  has  been  hotly  debated 
in  congress  for  the  last  fortnight,  but,  owing  to  the  defection  of  some 
of  the  administration  deputies  the  opposition  were  yesterday  able 
to  break  up  the  quorum. 

On  the  ballot  for  president  of  congress  for  the  present  mouth,  the 
administration  candidate,  Mr.  Higinio  Nunez,  was  elected  by  but  five 
votes  over  his  competitor,  Mr.  Isidro  Montiel. 

The  "faculties"  will  almost  certainly  be  voted  soon,  but  the  imme- 
diate consequence  is  that  the  government  is  disarmed  of  its  most  power- 
ful weapon  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

Martial  law,  which  had  been  declared  in  nine  or  ten  States,  neces- 
sarily ceases,  and  several  governors  who  are  very  hostile  to  President 
Juarez  will  resume  their  posts. 

News  was  received  to-day  of  the  successful  termination  of  the  revolu- 
tion in  Yucatan,  and  of  the  arrival  of  General  Eocha  near  Mazatlan. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  313. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  569.  J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  May  16, 1872.  (Received  May  31.) 
■  Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  221,  of  February  13,  1872,  calling  my  atten- 
tion to  the  laws  and  foreign-office  regulations  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment respecting  the  matriculation  of  foreigners  in  this  country,  was 
probably  written  under  some  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  actiop  of 
the  said  government  in  granting  or  withholding  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship to  American  residents. 

Nevertheless,  I  submitted  the  contents  of  the  dispatch  to  Mr.  Mariscal, 
to  avoid  a  possible  misunderstanding  on  this  subject  in  the  future.  I 
have  applied  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  for  certificates  of 


MEXICO.  423 

matriculation  iu  belialf  of  a  larjje  number  of  Araerican  citizens  residing 
in  different  parts  of  this  republic,  and  iu  every  instance,  without  excep- 
tion, the  proper  certificate  has  been  prompt!}'  granted. 

In  every  case  within  ray  knowledge  the  passports  issued  by  the  De- 
partment of  State  of  the  Cnited  States  have  been  respected,  whether 
held  by  native  or  naturalized  citizens,  although  this  course  is  not  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  letter  of  the  Mexican  law  in  regard  to  the 
matriculation  of  foreigners. 

If  the  Mexican  government  should  assume  to  inquire  into  the  authen- 
ticity of  certificates  issued  to  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  respect  the  passports  of  the  State  Department  issued  to  snch 
citizens,  I  will  at  once  address  an  earnest  remonstrance  and  protest  upon 
the  subject  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  In  the  mean- 
while, I  will  endeav^or  to  prevail  upon  the  Mexican  government  to  modify 
its  rules  of  matriculation,  so  that  they  may  be  made  to  conform  to  your 
very  just  suggestions. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  314. 

Mr.  Nekon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  570.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  May  17, 1872.    (Received  May  31.) 

Sib  :  In  1869  the  Government  of  the  United  States  instructed  this 
legation  to  employ  its  good  office  to  secure  the  liberation  from  prison  of 
the  citizen  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  Colonel  Edelmiro  Mayer,  who 
served  with  credit  in  our  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and 
afterward  in  the  republican  army  of  Mexico.  The  Mexican  government 
at  that  time,  and  subsequently,  manifested  a  willingness  to  pardon  Col- 
onel Mayer  for  the  imputed  offense  of  insurrection,  on  condition  of  his 
leaving  the  country,  and  I  repeatedly  endeavored  to  obtain  from  him  a 
promise  to  accept  that  condition.  He,  however,  steadily  refused  to  make 
any  such  promise,  and  remained  in  prison  until  liberated  by  the  amnesty 
of  October,  1870,  without,  as  he  conceived,  owing  anything  to  the  clem- 
ency of  President  Juarez. 

During  the  present  revolution  Colonel  Mayer  joined  Porfirio  Diaz, 
and  participated  in  the  movement  in  Oaxacui,  where  he  was  made  a 
prisoner  in  January  or  February  last  He  was  brought  to  Puebla  in 
March,  and  there  tried  by  a  military  tribunal,  which,  on  the  26th  ultimo, 
sentenced  him  to  death.  Previous  to  his  sentence  I  received  messages 
from  him,  and  \isit8  from  his  friends  in  this  city,  and  informally  solicited 
clemency  for  him  through  Ministers  Mariscal  and  Romero.  On  the  day 
following  his  sentence  I  received  letters  and  telegrams  from  him  and 
his  friends,  and,  as  he  was  to  be  executed  on  Sunday,  the  28th  ultimo,  I 
lost  no  time  in  again  employing  my  unofficial  good  offices  in  his  behalf, 
through  the  appropriate  channels,  and  also  by  writing  a  confidential 
letter  to  President  Juarez,  in  which  I  oft'ered  to  guarantee  the  future 
good  conduct  of  Mayer.  The  President  immediately  suspended  the  ex- 
ecution until  he  could  examine  the  record  of  the  trial,  and  the  result 
has  been  the  commutation  of  the  penalty  into  ten  years'  imprisonment. 

I  have  little  doubt  that,  within  a  few  months,  the  Mexican  govern- 
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ment  will  ox)nsent  to  Colonel  Mayer's  return  to  his  own  country.   Please 
communicate  the  contents  of  this  dispatch  to  the  minister  of  the  Argen- 
tine Republic  in  Washington. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  315. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  571.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  May  17, 1872.    (Received  May  31.) 

Sir:  The  principal  military  events  of  the  past  fortnight  have  been 
the  occupation  of  Mazatlan  by  General  Rocha,  on  the  5th  instant,  and 
the  repulse  of  Treviiio  from  Matamoras  by  General  Ceballos.  Rocha 
continued  his  march  on  the  7th  instant  against  Culiacan,  the'caintal  of 
the  State  of  Sinaloa.  Generals  Corella  and  Carrillo  started  on  the  7th 
iistant  from  San  Luis  Potosi  against  Monterey  and  Saltillo. 

The  news  from  Tabasco  is  favorable.  Several  battles  have  taken 
place  lately  in  Jalisco,  in  some  of  which  the  rebels  appear  to  have  gained 
some  slight  advantages. 

The  anniversaries  of  the  Mexican  victory  at  Puebla  on  the  5th  of 
May,  1862,  and  the  capture  of  Queretaro  on  the  15th  of  May,  1867,  were 
appropriately  celebrated  by  the  national  and  local  authorities.  Tele- 
graphic lines  have  been  recently  opened  from  this  city  to  Ohilpanzingo, 
the  capital  of  the  State  of  Guerrero,  and  from  Tepic  to  San  Bias. 

The  Count  of  Enzenberg,  minister  from  the  German  Empire,  was  re- 
ceived by  President  Juarez  on  the  6th  instant. 

Congress  has  continued  to  discuss  the  prolongation  of  the  **  ample 
faculties,"  the  estimates,  and  the  new  tariff  of  Minister  Romero,  with- 
out having  come  to  any  resolution  thereupon. 

The  opposition  deputies  have  put  forth  all  their  strength  in  resisting 
the  "  faculties,'^  and  when  they  were  on  the  point  of  being  voted,  on 
the  14th  instant,  they  left  the  chamber  en  massej  thus  breaking  up  the 
quorum.  By  the  repetition  of  such  tactics  they  may  possibly  prevent 
the  passage  of  this  law,  but  in  that  case  an  extra  session  will,  doubt- 
less, be  convoked. 

Mr.  Romero  has  made  several  brilliant  speeches  in  support  of  his  pro- 
posed tariff,  and  the  proper  committee  has  reported  in  its  favor  with 
but  two  unessential  modifications. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  316. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  249.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  22, 1872. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  this 
Department  and  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Wilson,  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
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Matamoras,  in  relation  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  proclamation  of 
General  Palacio,  under  date  of  the  8th  ultimo,  which  provides  for  the 
exercise  of  sarveillance  upon  vessels  navigating  the  Bravo  Kio  Orande. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  read  to  the  minister  for  foreign  aflfairs  of  Mex- 
ico the  instmction  addressed  on  the  17th  instant  (No.  54)  by  this  Depart- 
ment to  Mr.  Wilson. 
I  am,  SuG^ 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


[Indosare  1.] 

Mr,  Wilson  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  85.]  Consulate  of  the  Unfted  States  of  Amebica, 

MatamoraSf  April  7, 1872.    (Received  April  24.) 

Sir  :  Referiiiie  to  my  dispatch  No.  74,  under  date  of  the  10th  Febrnarj  last,  in  which 
I  informed  the  Department  that  Qeneral  Qaeroga  bad  occupied  Camargo  with  a  force 
of  about  one  thousand  revolutiouists,  I  have  now  to  state  tbiat  a  tele^am  was  received 
to-day  by  General  Palacios,  commander  of  this  city,  from  Reynosa,  sixty  miles  distant, 
informing  him  that  the  enemy  were  a  few  miles  from  that  place,  apparently  intending 
to  advance  on  Matamoras. 

From  all  I  can  learn  General  Trevilio,  governor  of  the  State  of  Nnevo  Leon,  who  in- 
augurated the  revolution  on  this  side  of  the  Sierra  Madra,  has  united  his  forces  with 
those  of  General  Qneroga,  and  their  united  forces,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand 
men,  prinCipaUy  infantry,  with  several  pieces  of  artillery,  are  marching  on  this  city. 

General  Palacioe  has  proclaimed  martial  law  here,  closed  the  gateways  of  the  forti- 
fications leading  to  the  country,  interdicted  persons  leaving  the  city  by  ferry  to 
Brownsville  without  passes,  and  is  now  arming  and  organizing  the  national  guard  for 
defense.  The  re^lar  force  under  General  Palaoios  consists  of  about  three  hundred 
tolerably  well-drilled  and  well-armed  men.  In  addition  he  expect&to  arm  about  one 
thousand  national  guards  for  fortification  duty. 

The  defenses  of  the  city  are  strong,  and  unless  the  troops  inside  should  revolt  a  vig- 
orous resistance  can  be  made. 

As  soon  as  the  revolutionists  appear  before  the  city  I  will  personally  remain  here 
constantly  during  the  siege,  leaving  my  family  in  Brownsville,  as  reported  in  dispatch 
No.  83,  of  the  5th  instant. 
I  am,  &Ai.y 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON. 


[Inclorare  3.} 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  86.]  Consulate  op  the  UNmcD  States  op  America, 

Matamoras,  April  10, 1872.  (Received  April  25.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  85,  under  date  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which  I  in- 
formed the  Department  that  this  city  had  been  declared  in  a  state  of  siege,  I  have  now 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  General  Palacios  under  date  of  the 
8th  instant,  inclosing  his  proclamation  of  the  state  of  sie^e,  &o.  As  the  eighth  article 
of  this  proclamation  appeared  to  admit  of  two  interpretations  and  was  bitterly  assailed 
by  the  newspapers  and  people  in  Brownsville,  Texas,  as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  stip- 
ulations, which  guarantee  tne  free  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande,  I  addressed  a  letter 
to  General  Palacios  on  the  9th  instant,  a  oopyof  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  asking 
for  the  true  meaning  of  the  article  in  question.  To-day  I  received  a  reply,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  inclosed,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  general  claims  the  right 
under  military  necessity  of  ordering  a  police  visit  of  suspected  vessels  ascending  or 
descending  the  Rio  Grande  for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  above  and  below  the  city. 
In  the  ab^nce  of  treaty  stipulations  as  to  the  police  scrutiny  of  the  river  by  either  of 
the  nations  of  which  it  forms  the  boundary,  I  do  not  see  any  impropriety  in  General 
Palacio's  exercising  the  power  which  he  proposes  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  procla- 
mation, as  explained  in  Ids  lettw  of  the  lOtb  instant.  Otherwise  the  whole  front  of 
the  city  lying  on  the  river  would  be  exposed  to  the  raids  of  the  revolutionists  by 
water.  It  would  seem  that  both  nations  have  the  right  whenever  they  may  think 
necessary  to  exercise  a  police  scrutiny  over  the  river,  in  a  manner  as  little  calculated 
to  inconvenience  legitmate  commerce  as  possible. 
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I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  intended  to  extend  this  police  vigilance  farther  than 
to  ascertain  the  nationality  and  destination  of  a  vessel,  except  where  the  visit  devel- 
ops some  fact  which  woulcl  justify  a  fair  presumption  of  the  vessel  hein;;  engiiged  in  a 
contraband  trade,  when  an  inquiry  could  be  made  to  ascertain  the  true  character  of 
the  voyage. 

In  addition  to  the  actual  military  necessity  which  exists  to  justify  these  police  visits, 
the  revolutionists  recently  allowed  a  vessel,  which  had  cleared  from  Brownsville  with 
a  cargo  of  bonded  goods,  to  enter  their  lines  and  discharge  its  cargo. 

The  government  of  President  Juarez  could  not  collect  the  duties  ou  these  goods,  and 
the  revolutionists  were  thereby  strengthened  by  availing  themselves  of  these  duties. 

It  is  probable  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  proclamation  of 
General  Palacios  is  to  prevent  vessels  clearing  from  Brownsville  for  a  Mexican  port  to 
ascend  the  Rio  Grande  with  a  cargo  intended  to  be  introduced  into  the  rebel  lines. 

As  there  is  a  strong  disposition  on  the  Texas  side  to  dispute  General  Palacios*  ri^ht 
to  order  a  police  visit  of  vessels  plying  on  the  Rio  Grande,  within  the  prescribed  limits, 
and  threats  have  even  been  made  to  resist  such  visits  should  they  be  attempted  on 
American  vessels.  I  have  deemed  it  prudent  to  advise  the  Department  of  the  facts,  and 
ask  for  such  instructions  as  the  circumstances  may  warrant. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON. 


Mr.  Palacioa  to  Mr,  Wilson, 
[TranslHtioD.] 

Garrison  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo  generaJ-in-chief : 

For  your  information,  so  far  as  it  niaj'  concern  the  interests  of  the  nation  which  you 
represent  in  Mexico,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  send  you  a  military  order  which  nas 
this  day  been  published  in  this  town. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty. 

H.  Matamoras,  April  8,  1872. 

MG.  PALACIOS. 

The  citizen  Consul  of  the  United  States 

Of  America  at  Matamoras. — Present, 


iTransiation.l 

I,  the  Citizen-General  Miguel  Palacios,  military  commandant  of  the  town  of  Mata- 
moras, announce  to  its  inhabitants: 

That  a  state  of  war  existing,  as  regards  matters  purely  military,  according  to  an 
express  provision  of  the  general  constitution  of  the  republic,  and  the  town  under 
my  command  being  threatened  by  revolutionary  troops,  therefore,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  granted  to  me  by  the  general  orders  of  the  army,  I  order  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  town  of  Matamoras,  throughout  the  radius  of  its  military  opera- 
tions, is  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  siege. 

Article  2.  All  Mexicans  residing  in  the  town  shall  be  subject  to  military  service, 
and  the  home-guard  shall  go  into  active  service  at  once,  those  excused  from  service  by 
imperative  causes,  mentioned  in  the  law,  alone  being  exempted. 

Article  3.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  leave  the  town  after  the  publication  of  this 
order  without  a  pass  signed  by  the  commandant  or  some  person  delegated  by  him  for 
that  purpose. 

Article  4.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the  town  without  bringing  a  pass 
from  the  officers  deputed  to  guard  the»  roatls,  the  crossing-places  of  the  Bravo,  (Rio 
Grande,)  or  usual  entrances.  Such  passes  will  be  granted  by  said  officers  in  the  cases 
provided  for  by  the  special  orders  which  they  may  receive  from  the  commandant  in 
relation  to  the  matter. 

Articles.  Persons  violating  the  provisions  of  article  2  shall  at  once  become  snb- 
lect  to  the  penalties  of  the  law  concerning  the  national  guard,  and,  should  these  not 
be  sufficient,  they  shall  be  subjected  to  the  penalties  of  the  military  law. 

Article  6.  Persons  violating  articles  3  and  4  shall  be  considered  as  spies  of  the 
enemy,  and  if  the^*^  shall  not  speedily  adduce  some  weighty  reason  for  the  violation  of 
Haid  articles  they  shall  be  tried  according  to  military  law. 

Article  7.  All  public  meetings  or  demonstrations,  or  private  acts  designed  to  create 
disaffection  amonj^  the  citizens  toward  the  defense  of  the  town,  is  forbidden.  Persons 
violating  this  article  shall  be  considered  as  conspirators,  and  shall  be  punished  accord- 
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ing  to  military  law,  if  Mexicans  or  foreigners  without  a  flag  recognized  in  Mexico,  and 
ac<jording  to  the  civil  law,  if  foreigners  having  a  flag  reco<jnized  in  Mexico. 

The  approach  to  the  town  of  any  war  or  merchant  vessel,  large  or  small,  Mexican  or 
foreign,  going  either  up  or  down  the  Bravo,  is  prohibited  within  a  visual  radius  of  four 
leagues,  measured  from  the  perimetier  of  the  fortification  adjoining  the  Bravo  at  both 
extremes,  except  by  a  special  permit  from  the  commandant  of  Matamoras,  given  with 
previous  knowle<lge  of  some  agent  or  officer  of  the  foreign  nation  concerned. 

The  removal  and  sale  of  arms,  munitions,  or  any  war  material  to  private  persons  is 
prohibited  in  the  town,  under  the  penalties  provided  in  article  7. 

Article  10.  The  Citizen-General  Lazaro  Garza  Ayala  is  appointed  to  act  for  tho 
time  being  as  second  in  command  of  the  town  and  its  military  radium 

And  to  secure  punctual  and  exact  obedience  to  the  foregoing,  I  order  that  it  be  pub- 
lished as  an  order  in  this  town,  and  that  information  thereof  be  given  to  whomsoever 
it  may  concern. 

MIGUEL  PALACIOS. 

H.  Matamoras,  Aptil  8, 1872. 

Mr.  WiUon  to  General  Palacio9, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

MatanioraSy  April  9,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  dated 
Yesterday — delivered  to  me  in  the  afternoon — inclosing  a  military  proclamation  issued 
by  your  declaring  this  city  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  prescribing  the  rules  and  reguhi- 
tions  to  be  observed  by  those  residing  in  leaving,  or  entering,  the  city.  The  eighth 
article  of  these  regulations  appears  to  prohibit  vessels  of  all  classes  and  nationalities 
from  approaching  nearer  than  four  leagues  of  this  city  without  a  special  permit  from 
the  commandant  of  the  city,  &c.  I  have  to  inquire  whether  it  is  intended  in  this 
article  to  require  all  vessels  navigating  the  Rio  Grande  to  first  procure  this  special 
permit  on  approaching  within  the  prescribed  distance,  or  is  it  only  meant  to  apply  to 
vessels  actually  destin^  to  the  city  of  Matamoras. 

As  the  article  seemingly  admits  of  either  interpretation,  and  is  therefore  liable  to  be 
misunderstood,  I  have  to  respectfully  request  you  to  inform  me  of  the  real  intention  of 
the  article  in  question  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  high  regard  and  esteem,  I  am.  Sea., 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON. 


[Incloflnre  3.  J 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  WiUon. 

No.  54.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  17,  l'&72. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  numbers  85  and  86,  dated,  respectively,  the  7th  and  10th 
ultimo,  have  been  received.  In  these  dispatches  you  inform  the' Department  that 
General  Palacios,  then  in  command  of  the  military  forces  of  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
stationed  at  the  city  of  Matamoras,  had,  on  the  8th  of  that  month,  issued  a  proclaraa- 
mation,-the  eighth  article  of  which  provides  that  *'  the  approach  to  the  place  of  any 
vessel  is  prohibited,  be  it  a  war  or  merchant  vessel,  large  or  small,  Mexican  or  foreign, 
either  ascending  or  descending  the  Bravo  (Rio  Grande)  within  a  visual  radius  of  four 
leagues,  measured  from  the  piriometer  of  the  fortification  adjacent  to  the  Bravo,  at 
both  extremes,  unless  a  special  permit  shall  have  been  previously  given  by  this  office, 
(comandancia),  with  previous  knowledge  of  some  agent  or  officer  of  the  nation 
concerned."  In  the  same  connection  you  have  forwarded  copy  of  a  note  of  General 
Palacios  to  you,  in  reply  to  a  communication  which  you  had  previously  addressed  to 
him  asking  for  an  explanation  of  his  proclamation,  and  especially  of  the  eighth  article. 

In  his  note  to  you^  General  Palacios  says,  ''  that  the  prohibition  contamed  in  this 
article  is  a  precautionary  military  measure,  which  will  only  be  enforced  when  the 
enemy  presents  himself  at  the  port  of  the  place,  and  that  not  the  least  intention  exists 
to  molest  American  commerce ;  that  by  reason  of  the  necessitv  of  a  just  and  legitimate 
defense,  the  article  in  question  embraces  American  vessels;  that  the  spirit  of  the  arti- 
cle is  to  exercise  surveillance,  within  the  radius  therein  mentioned,  over  all  vessels, 
if  there  is  good  reason  to  suspect  their  hostility  to  the  place  visited ;  that  if  a  search 
shall  show  all  suspicion  to  have  been  unfounded  the  vessel  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed, 
and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  suspicion  was  well-founded,  she  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  prohibited  port;  and  that,  according  to  the  character  of  the  objects  found  on 
board,  information  will  be  sent  to  the  agent  or  officer  representing  the  nation  to  which 
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such  vessel  belongs  of  the  permit  granted  or  refused,  before  or  after  tbe  departure  of 
such  vessel." 

While  accepting  the  statements  of  General  Palacios's  note,  as  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  proclamation,  and  also  in  relation  to  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
Mexican  government  toward  the  vessels  and  oomn^erce  of  the  United  States,  it  is  never- 
theless clear  that  the  eighth  article  of  the  proclamation  of  General  Palacios  is  in  con- 
travention of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  February,  1848,  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico.  The  river  Bravo,  or  Rio  Grande,  is  a  common  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico;  it  is  a  navigable  river,  and, accordin|;  to  universally  ac- 
cepted principles  of  public  law,  must  be  recognized  as  a  common  highway  for  the  com- 
merce of  both  nations.  The  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  February,  1848,  recognizing 
the  principle  just  stated,  provides  that ''  the  navigation  of  the  Gila  and  of  the  Rio 
Bravo,  below  said  boundary,  (southern  boundary  or  New  Mexico,)  shall  be  free  and 
common  to  the  vessels  and  citizens  of  both  countries,  and  neither  shall  without  the 
consent  of  the  other  construct  any  work  that  may  impede  in  whole  or  in  part  the  exer- 
cise of  this  right.'' 

Vessels  of  the  United  States  navigating  the  Rio  Grande,  whether  ascending  or  de- 
scending, are  liable  to  be  subjected  to  the  surveillance  of  the  proposed  regulations,  and 
this  regardless  of  the  fact  of  whether  such  vessels  are  destined  to  or  intending  to  touch 
at  any  port  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river.  That  the  exercise  of  such  surveillance 
upon  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States,  by  the  authorities  of  Mexico,  would  be  an 
iui  pediment  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  by  such  vessels, 
it  needs  no  argument  to  maintain.  The  government  of  Mexico  may  prohibit  vessels  navi- 
gating the  Rio  Grande  from  entering  the  ports  or  landing  on  the  shore  of  the  river,  within 
the  territory  of  that  republic,  or  it  may  attach  such  conditions  to  the  entering  or  land- 
ing of  such  vessels  within  the  territories  of  Mexico  as  circuuistauces  shall  in  the  judg- 
ment of  that  government  demand,  but  such  regulations  cannot  properly  be  extended 
so  as  in  any  manner  to  impede  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  free  navigation  of  the  river 
by  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States.  The  correctness  of  this  view  of  the  force  of 
the  article  in  question  must  be,  it  is  believed,  at  once  apparent  to  General  Palacios. 

You  will,  therefore,  on  receipt  of  this  instruction,  avail  yourself  of  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  the  matter  to  tbe  attention  of  General  Palacios,  and  assure  him  that 
this  Department  will  learn  with  satisfaction  that  the  regulations  and  surveillance  pro- 
posed by  the  eighth  article  of  his  proclamation  is  no  longer  sought  to  be  enforced 
against  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  navigating  the  river  Rio  Grande. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Ko.  317. 

Mr.  NeUon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  675.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  May  30, 1872.    (Received  Jane  15.) 

Sib  :  The  military  situation  continues  to  be  favorable  to  the  govern- 
ment. Generals  Kocha  and  Pesqueira  have  dislodged  the  rebels  from 
Sinaloa ;  General  Oeballos  has  driven  them  from  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Grande;  and  General  Corella,  after  occupying  Saltillo  on  the  25th 
instant,  is  rapidly  marching  upon  Monterey. 

A  new  political  plariy  signed  by  Porflrio  Diaz,  and  dated  at  Ameca, 
(Jalisco,)  on  the  3d  of  April,  has  appeared,  but  its  authenticity  is  still 
a  matter  of  doubt;  the  government  organ  maintaining  that  Diaz  has 
not  even  been  in  Jalisco.  It  is,  in  substance,  the  same  as  the  famous 
"  Plan  of  the  Noria,"  except  that  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  as  president  of 
the  supreme  court,  is  called  to  the  Presidency. 

The  States  of  Sinaloa  and  Coahuila  have  been  declared  to  be  under 
martial  law,  with  Generals  Rubi  and  Cepeda  as  their  respective  gov- 
ernors. 

Congress  has  not  yet  disposed  of  the  important  questions  pending 
before  it.  The  new  tariff  of  Mr.  Romero  has  been  approved  in  its  essen- 
tial principles,    though  with  considerable  modidcations.     The  chief 
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measures  lately  passed  consist  of  the  extension  of  the  "  ample  faculties,'' 
and  of  the  law  against  kidnapping;  an  extension  of  time  to  the  Tehu- 
antepec  Company,  and  to  the  Toluca  Railroad,  and  a  subsidy  to  an 
American  company  for  a  line  of  coasting  steamers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  318. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  252.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  June  3, 1872. 
Sib  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  569,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  concerning  passports 
and  certificates  of  matriculation  in  behalf  of  American  citizens,  has 
been  received.    Your  action,  as  therein  reported,  in  regard  to  the  matter 
is  approved. 
Your  dispatches  numbered  570  and  571  have  also  been  received. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  319. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  578.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  5, 1872.  (Received  June  28.) 
Sib  :  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copj'  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  the 
law  passed  by  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  31st  ultimo,  fixing  the  esti- 
mates of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  coming  fiscal  year,  and  also 
approving  the  tariff  decreed  by  Minister  Romero  on  the  Ist  of  January 
last.  Three  modifications  only  were  made  in  the  tariff,  namely :  To  per- 
mit the  collection  of  excise  taxes  by  States ;  to  fix  the  exportation  duty 
on  bullion  at  five  per  cent.,  and  to  deduct  in  compensation  thereof  ten 
per  cent,  from  the  tariff. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnre.— TranslatioD ,] 
LAW  OF  the  tariff  AND  THE  ESTIMATES. 

The  CoDffresfl  of  the  Union  euacto : 

Daring  tne  fiscal  year  of  1872-73,  tUe  present  estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
and  the  financial  laws  lately  issued  (by  the  Executive)  shall  be  in  force,  with  the  fol- 
lowing modifications : 

I.  Articles  19  and  83  of  the  tariff  of  January  1, 1872,  are  repealed,  and  an  excise  tax 
amounting  to  6  per  (ent.  on  the  import  duties  shall  continue  to  be  collected  in  the  fed- 
eral district  and  the  territory  of  Lower  California,  and  divided  between  the  federation 
and  the  respective  municipal  authorities,  in  the  proportion  now  observed. 

II.  Silver  bullion  and  coin  shall  pay  an  export  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  its  value,  and 
gold  a  duty  of  one-half  per  cent.,  leaving  intact  the  duties  of  assay,  separation,  and 

o 
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coinage  levied  upon  bullion  by  the  law  of  December  24,  1871,  and  in  compensation  10 
per  cent,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  import  duties  established  in  the  said  tariff. 

III.  The  quotas  of  deduction  fixed  by  article  16  of  the  law  of  December  30, 1870,  are 
modified  as  follows:  For  estates  of  the  first  class,  6  per  cent.;  for  the  second  class,  15 
per  cent.;  and  for  the  third  class,  25  per  cent. 

IV.  The  tolls  collected  in  the  federal  district  shall  be  modified  by  the  Executive  in 
accordance  with  the  following  basis: 

1st.  The  only  duty  shall  be  12  per  cent,  upon  the  appraised  value,  or  the  estimated 
market  value  of  the  effects. 

2d.  Bullion,  and  all  articles  which  by  the  tariff  in  force  previous  to  the  Ist  of 
March  last  were  exempt  from  toll,  shall  he  free  from  all  duties,  except  the  municipal 
tax,  which  they  paid  before.  The  same  exemption  shall  apply  to  all  articles  brought 
by  hand  whose  value  shall  not  exceed  $2. 
'3d.  Liquors  shall  continue  to  pay  the  imposts  fixed  by  the  tariff  of  March  1,  1872. 
4th.  The  division  and  subdivision  of  the  articles  shall  be  regulated  with  the  utmost 
clearness,  in  order  to  prevent  any  arbitrary  decision  in  the  collection  of  toll. 

5th.  At  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year,  the  appraisal  of  values  of  all  articles  mentioned 
in  the  tariff  shall  be  revised  by  the  Executive,  in  order  that  the  tolls  may  be  annually 
in  absolute  harmony  with  the  current  prices  iu  this  market. 
Hall  of  Sessions  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  May  31, 1872. 

JOSfi  H.  NUNEZ, 

Deputy  President 
JOSfi  PATRICIO  NICOLI, 

Deputy  Secretary, 
JOSfi  FERNANDEZ, 

Deputy  Secretary, 

Wherefore,  I  order  the  above  law  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly 
obeyed. 
Palace  of  the  National  Government  in  Mexico,  May  31,  1872. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 


No.  320. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  581.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoj  June  6,  1872.    (Received  June  28.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  (A 
and  B)  of  a  prolongation  of  the  Tehuan tepee  Railway  and  Canal  conces- 
sion, extending  its  time  for  three  years  longer,  which  was  granted  to  the 

Tehuaiitepec  company  by  the  Mexican  congress  on  the  22d  of  May  last. 

######### 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOK 


[Inclosure  B.— Translfttion.l 

The  Citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  me  the  following 
decree:  • 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  M  exico,  to  the  in- 
habitants thereof:    Know  ye — 

That  the  Congress  of  the  Union  has  decreed  as  follows : 

The  concessions  granted  on  the  2d  of  January,  1869,  and  the  14th  of  December,  187C^ 
the  former  for  the  construction  and  management  of  a  railroad,  and  the  latter  for  the 
construction  of  a  canal,  navigable  from  ocean  to  ocean,  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuan- 
tepee,  are  hereby  renewed. 
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The  periods  of  time  mentioned  in  the  former  shall  be  counted  from  the  2d  of  Janu- 
ary of  the  present  year. 
Hall  of  Sessions  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  May  22,  1872. 

J0SI5  H.  NUNEZ, 

Deputy  President 
JOSfi  FERNANDEZ, 

Deputif  Secretary. 
ENRIQUE  MARIA  RUBIO, 

Deputy  Secretary, 

Therefore,  I  order  the  above  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly  obeyed. 
Palace  of  the  Federal  Government  of  Mexico,  May  22,  1872. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Citizen  Bl\s  BxiXJiCRCBL, 

Minister  of  Public  WorTcs^  Colonization^  Industry y  and  Commerce. 

And  I  communicate  it  to  yon  for  yonr  information  and  consequent  action. 
Mexico,  May  22, 1872. 

balcArcel. 


No.  321. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  582.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  7, 1872.  (Received  June  28.) 
Sib  :  The  only  military  events  I  have  to  record  since  my  last  general 
dispatch  are  the  capture  of  Monterey,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  the  defeat 
of  the  rebel  generals  Guerra  and  Marquez,  near  the  city  of  Durango, 
about  the  same  date.  Both  events  are  as  yet  known  only  by  brief  tele- 
graphic dispatches,  but  it  seems  that  the  capture  of  Monterey  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  hard-fought  battle,  in  which  a  portion  of  the  army  of  Gene- 
ral Corella  was  routed,  and  that  nothing  is  certainly  known  of  the 
whereabouts  of  that  general. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  322. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  583.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  15, 1872.    (Received  June  28.) 

Sib  :  On  the  8th  instant  Ministers  Mariscal,  Romero,  and  Castillo 
Vela«co  presented  their  resignations,  and  on  the  10th  retired  from  the 
cabinet  of  President  Juarez.  Their  successors  are  Mr.  Jos6  Maria 
Lafragua,  as  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Francisco  Mejia,  as  minister 
of  finance,  and  Mr.  Francisco  Gomez  del  Palacio,  as  minister  of  the 
interior.  At  the  same  time,  the  ministry  of  justice,  which  has  been 
vacant  for  a  year,  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Joaquin  Ruiz. 

Mr.  Lafragua,  the  head  of  the  new  ministry,  is  an  eminent  lawyer, 
who  has  more  than  once  occupied  a  place  in  Mexican  cabinets.  He  was 
lately  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  and  is  the  principal  author  of  the  civil 
and  penal  codes  recently  promulgated.  He  is,  besides,  distinguished 
for  his  literary  attainments,  and  his  profound  knowledge  of  Mexican 
history. 
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Mr.  Joaquin  Euiz  is  also  a  distinguished  lawyer,  and  has  before  filled 
with  prestige  the  post  he  is  now  to  occupy. 

Mr.  Francisco  Mejia  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance  in  the 
present  Congress.  He  has  had  a  long  experience  in  financial  posts  and 
is  well  versed  in  the  routine  of  his  new  office. 

Of  Mr.  Gomez  del  Palacio  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything, 
as  he  is  well  known  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  where  he 
now  resides.    His  talents  and  integrity  are  recognized  by  all  parties. 

General  Mejia  and  Mr.  Bias  Balc4rcel  remain  in  charge  of  the  port- 
folios of  war  and  public  works. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  Mr.  Lafragua's 
note  to  me  announcing  his  acceptance  of  the  post  of  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  my  reply  to  the  same,  (C,)  both  dated  the  13th  instant. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[iDclosure  1.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

Department  op  Foreign  Afpairs, 

Mexico,  June  13, 1872. 

Sir:  The  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  undersigned  to 
the  post  of  secretary  of  state  and  foreign  affairs,  and  the  undersigned  has  to-day  taken 
possession  of  his  office. 

On  the  occasion  of  communicating  this  measure  of  the  President  of  the  republic  to 
his  excellency  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  tho  United 
States  of  America,  the  undersigned  has^the  honor  to  state  that,  cherishing  the  same 
sentiments  which  animate  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  favor  of  the  nations  friendly 
to  the  republic,  and  which  were  held  by  his  enlightened  predecessors,  he  is  disposed 
to  maintain  that  spirit  of  mutual  ^ood  will  and  cordial  friendship  which  happily  exists 
between  the  United  States  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Upon  this  occasion  the  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  and  foreign  affairs,  hastens  to 
offer  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Nelson,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
.potentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  assurance  of  the  very  distinguished  con- 
sideration with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be  his  excellency's  very  obadieut  servant. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


flncloenre  C.J 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Lafragua, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  13, 1879. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note  of  to-day,  by  which  I 
am  informed  that  the  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  your  excel- 
lency to  the  post  of  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  Your  excellency  manifests,  in  respect 
to  naitions  friendly  to  Mexico,  sentiments  in  accordance  with  those  which  animate 
your  excellency's  government,  and  assures  me  of  a  disposition  to  maintain  that  spirit 
of  mutual  good-will  and  cordial  friendship  which  happily  exists  between  our  respective 
countries. 

Fully  reciprocating  your  excellency's  sentiments  in  this  respect,  I  take  pleasure  in 
tendering  my  congratulations  upon  your  acceptance  of  the  high  post  which  your  excel- 
lency is  so  well  qualified  to  fill.  1  cherish  the  confident  hope  that  my  official  relations 
with  your  excellency  will  be  of  the  same  satisfactory  character  as  they  fortunately 
werQ  with  your  excellency's  distinguished  predecessors. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the  very  high  con- 
sideration w'ith  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON, 
o 
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No.  323. 
Mr.  Kelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

Xo.  584.]  LEaATION   OP  THE   UNITED   STATES, 

Mexico^  June  15, 1872.    (Received  June  28.) 

SiE :  The  capture  of  Monterey  by  the  government  troops,  which  I 
announced  in  a  recent  dispatch,  proved  but  a  momentary  triumph,  and 
that  city  was  evacuated  two  days  later,  as  a  consequence  of  the  defeat 
and  dispersion  of  the  main  army  uuder  Generals  Oorella,  Ciirrillo,  and 
Zepeda. 

This  reverse,  at  a  moment  when  the  government  seemed  about  to 
crush  out  the  last  remains  of  tlie  insurrection,  is  as  unfortunate  as 
unexpected,  and  will  cause  a  delay  of  several  months  in  the  restoration 
of  peace.  It  is  not  easy  to  replace  the  forces  lost  in  the  action  of 
Monterey,  as  the  garrisons  left  in  the  capitals  of  the  interior  are  very 
small. 

(Tcneral  Eocha  marched  from  Durango  against  Monterey  on  the  7th 
instant,  but  the  distance  is  so  great  that  considerable  time  must  elapse 
before  this  expedition  can  produce  its  results. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOX. 


No.  324. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

Xo.  585.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoy  June  25,  1872.  (Received  July  13.) 
Sib:  On  the  occasion  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Romero  from  the  min- 
istry of  finance,  I  thought  it  due  to  the  valuable  services  he  has  rendered 
this  legation  to  address  him  a  complimentary  note,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  inclosed,  (A,)  together  with  that  gentleman's  reply  to  the 
same,  (B.) 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure  A.] 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Ro^nero. 

Mexico,  June  14, 1872. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Romero  :  After  the  iutimate  and  cordial  relations  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  maintain  with  you  for  more  than  three  years,  it  may  appear  superfluous  on 
my  part  to  say  anything  more  than  I  have  repeatedly  expressed,  in  acknowiedjojuient 
of  your  constant  kindness,  manifested  in  innumerable  and  valued  services,  both  per- 
sonal and  official. 

I  cannot,  however,  injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  omit  to  avail  myself  of  the  occa- 
sion of  your  retirement  from  the  high  office  you  have  filled  with  such  eminent  ability, 
to  assure  vou  of  my  conviction  that,  if  my  humble  ofibrts  for  the  maintenance  of  un- 
varying mendship  between  our  respective  countries  have  been  attended  with  any 
measure  of  success,  it  is  to  you  that  I  am  chiefly  indebted  for  the  attainment  of  that 
cherished  aim. 

No  one  can  appreciate  better  than  myself  the  immense  labor  and  responsibility  to 
which  you  have  cheerfully  subjected  yourself  in  the  discharge  of  your  official  duties; 
and  I  am  confident  that  your  administration  of  the  Mexican  finance  department  has  ^ 

28  F  R 
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formed  an  epocb  which  will  be  gratefully  commemorated  by  the  historians  and  patri- 
ots of  this  republic. 

I  regret,  exceedingly,  that  your  health,  debilitated  by  incessant  devotion  to  your 
country's  interests,  should  compel  your  separation  from  your  post ;  and  I  earnestly 
desire  that  frequent  occasions  may  still  be  afforded  me  to  manifest  the  very  high  con- 
sideration with  which  I  shall  ever  remain  your  sincere  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


(Tnclosore  B.] 

Mr,  Romero  io  Mr,  NeUon, 

Mexico,  June  15, 1872. 
My  Drar  Mr.  Nef^on  :  I  thank  yon  very  much  and  very  sincerely  for  your  kind 
note  of  yesterday's  date.  I  retire  from  the  cabinet  with  a  most  pleasant  recollection 
of  my  association  with  yourself  during  a  period  of  more  than  three  years.  I  really 
wish,  for  the  welfare  of  Mexico,  for  the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations  between  our 
two  countries,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  well-understood  interest  of  both,  that  the 
United  States  should  be  always  represented  in  Mexico  by  gentlemen  of  your  high 
attainments,  your  distinguished  talents,  and  your  friendly  disposition  toward  a  sister 
republic.  I  can  assure  you  that  all  the  members  of  the  last  cabinet  fully  appreciate 
your  merit  and  the  enlightened  manner  in  which  yon  have  discharged  your  official 
duties  in  this  capital. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  true  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 


No.  325. 

Mr,  NeUon  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  590.)  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mej^ico,  July  1,  1872.    (Received  July  19.) 

Sir:  Xo  important  chang;e  iu  the  military  situation  Las  taken  place 
since  my  last  general  dispatch.  General  Hocha  has  not  yet  arrived  at 
Saltillo,  and  the  rebels  occupy  the  same  positions  as  at  the  beginning  of 
last  month. 

New  lines  of  telegraph  have  been  opened  between  Guadalajara  and 
San  Bias,  via  Tepic,  and  between  Merida  and  Camp(5che. 

Great  insecurity  to  life  and  property  prevails  in  all  parts  of  the  repub- 
lic. The  fearful  crime  of  kidnaping  is  becoming  increasingly  frequent, 
and  the  latest  instance  has  caused  great  alarm  iu  this  city.  Four  days 
ago  a  wealthy  Mexican  was  kidnai>ed  in  one  of  the  central  streets  of 
this  city.  His  captors  demanded  $100,000  for  bis  release,  under  threat 
of  murdering  him,  and  no  effectual  step  has  yet  been  taken  to  detect 
the  criminals. 

Mr.  Joaquin  Ruiz  has  declined  the  ministry  of  justice,  and  no  new 
appointment  has  been  made. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  326. 
Mr,  Hale  to  Mr.  Kelson. 

No.  265.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  8,  1872. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  addressed  to  this 
Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  of  the  one  to  him 
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from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  it  refers.    These 
have  been  occasioned  by  your  dispatch  557,  of  the  2Gth  of  April  last, 
relative  to  the  removal  of  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico  to  their  reser- 
vation in  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c.. 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  {Secretary. 


Mr,  Delano  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
WasMngiony  D.  C,  Jtdy  2,  1872.  (Received  July  3,  1872.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  com- 
rounication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  I5th  ultimo,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  certain  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States,  which 
was  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  May,  inclosing  to  this  Department  dispatch 
No.  557,  from  the. United  States  minister  to  Mexico,  and  in  which  you  requested  an 
expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  measures  proposed  for  effecting  the  removal  re- 
ferred to. 

Concerning  this  subject  I  will  state  that  the  views  expressed  by  the  Commissioner 
are  faUy  sustained  by  the  Department ;  that  it  is  desired  that  these  Indians  return  to 
the  United  States,  and  another  effort  will  be  made  to  effect  this  object,  at  an  early  day, 
of  which  action  you  will  be  duly  a<lvised. 
The  dispatch,  as  requested,  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO, 

Secretary, 

Mr,  Walker  to  Mr,  Delano. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  June  15,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  a  communication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  of  date  the  16th  ulti- 
mo, inclosing  a  dispatch  of  26th  April  last  from  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Nelson,  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Mexico,  covering  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  from  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  of  that  Republic  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  certain  Kickapoo  In- 
dians to  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  your  instruction  for  an  expression  of  the  views  of  this  Office 
thereon,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  deem  it  desirable  that  the  Indians  in  question 
Hhould  return  to  the  United  States. 

Another  attempt  will,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  be  made  to  effect  such 
return  at  an  early  date,  of  which  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  be  duly  ad- 
vised. With  reference  to  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
of  Mexico,  that  at  the  next  effort  to  effect  the  removal  of  these  Indians  another  a^ent 
than  the  one  formerly  employed  be  sent  by  the  Government,  I  will  add  that  the  United 
States  Indian  agent  for  the  Kickapoos  in  Kansas,  who  was  sent  on  the  previous  mission 
referred  to  in  the  dispatch  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  report,  is  deemed  to  be  an 
eminently  proper  person  to  represent  the  United  States  in  the  matter.  The  papers  are 
respectfully  returned  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKER, 

Commissioner, 


No.  327. 

Mr.  Kelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  594.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoj  July  15,  1872.     (Received  July  31.) 
Sir  :  General  Rocha  arrived  with  his  army  at  Saltillo  on  the  6th,  and 
continued  his  march  against  Monterey  on  the  8th  instant,  aided  by  the 
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forces  of  General  Eevueltas.  At  the  same  time  General  Ceballos  advanced 
upon  Monterey  from  the  Rio  Grande,  so  that  the  three  forces  should  have 
been  in  front  of  that  city  on  the  lOth  instant.  It  is  not  likely  that  they 
have  met  with  serious  resistance,  as  General  Trevino,  with  most  of  his 
troops,  has  retreated  toward  Piedras  Negras,  on  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is 
also  known  that  the  insurgents  have  sent  commissioners  to  President 
Juarez  to  solicit  terms  upon  which  to  make  their  submission. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi  was  attacked  by  Pedro 
Martinez  at  the  head  of  a  few  hundreds  of  cavalry,  lie  was  easily  re- 
I)ulsed,  and  most  of  his  force  destroyed. 

In  Jalisco  the  news  is  extremely  favorable.  The  scattered  bands  un- 
der Galvan,  Lomeli,  Labastida,  and  others,  have  been  beaten  in  detail, 
and  the  leaders  forced  to  abandon  that  State.  In  Colima  an  attack  upon 
the  capital  has  been  repulsed.  Comparative  tranquillity  exists  in  most 
of  the  republic,  and  it  may  at  last  be  confidently  announced  that  the 
revolution  is  practically  at  an  end. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  328. 

3[r,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

^o,  595.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoy  July  16,  1872.    (Received  July  31.) 

Sir:  The  crime  of  kidnaping  wealthy  persons,  and  maltreating  them 
until  the  payment  of  a  heavy  ransom  by  their  relatives,  was  introduced 
into  Mexico  during  the  civil  wars,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  gradually 
assumed  such  proportions  as  to  render  it  unsafe  for  proprietors  to  reside 
upon  their  estates,  even  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  large  cities. 
The  complete  extirpation  of  this  vast  evil  was  the  object  of  a  rigorous 
act  of  Congress,  three  years  since,  which  instituted  a  summary  trial 
and  immediate  execution  of  the  malefactors  guilty  of  this  crime,  which 
in  Mexico  has  received  the  singular  name  of  plagiarism,  {plagio.)  This 
law,  which  involved  the  suspension  of  some  of  the  constitutional  guar- 
antees, was  intended  to  last  but  for  a  single  year,  but  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  renew  it  for  two  further  terms,  giving  rise  on  each  occasion 
to  heated  debates  in  Congress,  and  to  bitter  attacks  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  alleged  abuses  of  the  law  for  the  persecution  of  political  ene- 
mies. 

Nevertheless,  during  the  disturbancesof  the  past  year  kidnaping  has 
increase<l  to  such  an  extent  as  to  form  the  most  marked,  as  it  certainly 
is  the  most  repulsive,  characteristic  of  the  present  time.  It  is  alleged 
that  organizations  exist  in  this  city  for  the  direction  of  kidnaping, 
under  the  names  of  "  Sociedad  Terrible''  and  <•  Italia  Rqja." 

This  crime  reached  its  culminating  point  in  June,  wlien  not  a  day 
passed  without  the  newspapers  being  filled  with  fresh  instances  of  kid- 
naping and  of  the  horrible  atrocities  perpetfated  by  the  bandits  upon 
their  victims.  The  alleged  indolence  of  the  government,  and  its  inca- 
pacity to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  became  the  daily  theme  of  the 
opposition  press. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo  Mr.  Juan  Cervantes,  a  wealthy  gen- 
tleman beloliging  to  the  old  Mexican  nobility,  dating  back  to  the  con- 
querors and  the  earlier  viceroys,  was  kidnaped  in  one  of  the  central 
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streets  of  the  city,  on  his  return  from  the  theater.  The  enormous  sum 
of  $100,000  demanded  as  his  ransom,  the  distinguished  social. position 
of  the  victim,  and  the  fact  that  this  was  the  first  prominent  instance  of 
kidnaping  within  the  walls  of  Mexico,  created  an  intense  excitement,  mak- 
ing this  event  almost  the  exclusive  topic  of  public  interest  for  many  days- 
The  efforts  of  the  city  and  national  governments  to  discover  the  crim- 
inals were  tireless  and  far-reaching,  and  after  six  days  of  painful  sus- 
pense they  were  crowned  with  complete  success.  The  victim  was  found 
literally  buried  alive  in  one  of  the  suburbs,  and  the  principal  criminals, 
who  were  seized  in  flagrante  delicto^  were  shot  the  same  afternoon,  (the 
4th  of  July,)  near  the  scene  of  their  crime,  and  in  the  presence  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  spectators.  Others  of  the  malefactors  have  since  been 
apprehended,  and  some  of  them  sentenced  to  death.  The  leader  of  the 
b.and,  after  an  active  pursuit  for  many  days,  was  overtaken  some  thirty 
miles  in  the  interior,  and  being  wounded  in  the  affray,  he  committed 
suicide.  His  corpse  was  brought  to  this  city  and  exposed  to  public 
view. 

Large  numbers  of  persons  of  notoriously  evil  fame  have  been  arrested 
upon  suspicion,  and  are  to  be  expelled  from  the  republic.    The  energy 
displayed  by  Mr.  Tiburcio  Montiel,  the  governor  of  the  federal  district, 
has  won  the  applause  even  of  his  enemies. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  329. 

Mr.  Nehon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  597.]  LEaATiON  of  the  United  States, 

Mexieoj  July  16,  1872.     (Received  July  31.) 

Sir  :  By  letters  from  Mr.  J.  Ulrich,  our  consul  at  Monterey,  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection  in  the  Northern  States, 
Generals  Trevino  and  Quiroga,  had  become  convinced  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  their  success,  and  were  desirous  of  making  their  submission  to 
President  Juarez  upon  honorable  terms.  After  the  battle  near  Mon- 
terey, gained  by  those  generals,  they  secretly  dispatched  to  Mexico  a 
commission  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ignatio  Galindo,  Gregorio  Zambrano, 
and  Deputy  Villareal,  to  propose  terms  of  submission. 

The  two  former  of  these  gentlemen  brought  to  me  letters  of  introduc- 
tion from  Consul  Ulrich,  commending  them  as  pacific  and  influential 
citizens,  and  strongly  vouching,  upon  personal  knowledge,  for  the  good 
faith  of  Trevino  and  Quiroga.  He  also  presented  many  weighty  rea- 
sons why  these  leaders  should  be  regarded  with  more  favor  than  the 
professional  revolutionists  who  abound  in  other  parts  of  the  republic. 

Messrs.  Galindo  and  Zambrano  had  repeated  conferences  with  me, 
and  impressed  me  very  favorably.  Their  principal  proposal  was  that  the 
insurgent  leaders  above  mentioned  would  make  their  submission,  sur- 
render their  arms,  renounce  their  official  posts,  and  retii;fB  to  private  life 
upon  a  guarantee  against  any  trial  or  other  molestation  in  consequence 
of  the  part  taken  by  them  in  the  revolution. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  lend  my  unofficial  good  offices  to  these  gen- 
tlemen, not  to  make  any  recommendations  upon  the  subject  to  the  Mex- 
ican government,  but  to  aid  them  in  the  presentation  of  their  own  views, 
and,  incidentally,  to  communicate  some  important  data  derived  from 
('onsul  Ulrich.  o 
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I  had  two  long  and  cordial  interviews  on  the  subject  with  Mr.  Lafra. 
gua,  who  verbally  laid  their  substance  before  the  President.  The  de 
cision  reached  by  the  government,  and  communicated  to  the  commis' 
sioners,  is  that  the  only  guarantee  which  can  be  accorded  to  the  insur" 
gent  leaders  upon  their  submission  is  an  exemption  from  trial  by  mar 
tial  law,  and  that  they  must  reside  in  the  places  designated  by  the  Presi" 
dent  and  be  responsible  before  the  civil  tribunals  for  all  damage  to 
private  property  committed  by  them  during  their  rebellion. 

President  Juarez  conveyed  to  me,  through  Mr.  Lafragua,  his  warm 
thanks  for  the  interest  I  had  taken  in  promoting  the  restoration  of 
peace  in  this  republic. 
1  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  330. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  590.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  July  24,  1872.    (Received  August  14.) 

Sir:  At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  the  inhabitants 
of  this  capital  were  stJirtled  by  the  roar  of  artillery,  followed  by  a  gun 
each  quarter  of  an  hour,  which  indicated  the  death  of  the  head  of  the 
government.  The  news  was  quickly  circulated  that  President  Benito 
Juarez  had  died  during  the  night.  No  intimation  of  his  illness  had 
prepared  the  public  for  this  calamity,  and  even  the  morning  papers 
contained  no  announcement  of  the  fact. 

It  was  subsequently  learned  that  Mr.  Juarez  had  been  ill  for  two  days, 
but  without  alarming  symptoms,  until  the  evening  of  the  18th,  when 
another  attack,  similar  to  that  which  so  nearly  proved  fatal  to  him  in 
October,  1870,  was  developed,  and  he  died  at  half-past  eleven  the  same 
night.  He  had  received  the  usual  visits  of  his  ministers  on  the  day  of 
his  death,  and  had  dispatched  several  matters  of  business,  one  of  them 
being  a  subject  pending  with  this  legation  for  more  than  a  year.  Two 
or  three  of  his  cabinet  were  with  him  at  the  moment  of  his  death. 
General  Mejia,  minister  of  war,  proceeded  at  midnight  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,* 
on  whom  the  presidency  now  devolved,  and  that  magistrate  passed  at 
once  to  the  house  of  the  deceased,  adjoining  the  palace,  as  did  also  a  con- 
siderable number  of  other  authorities  summoned  thither.  By  order  of  Mr. 
Lerdo  the  corpse  was  transferred  to  the  palace,  the  mortuary  certificate 
was  drawn  up,  in  the  presence  of  the  ministers,  and  the  process  of  em- 
balming immediately  begun.  The  new  President  requested  the  exist- 
ing cabinet  officers  to  continue  in  their  posts,  and  the  minister  of  war 
proceeded  to  telegraph  to  the  authorities  throughout  the  republic  the 
news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez  and  the  accession  of  Mr.  Lerdo. 

During  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  permanent  deputation  of  con- 
gress met  to  receive  the  oath  of  office  from  Mr.  Lerdo,  and  to  provide 
for  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Juarez,  which  was  fixed  for  Tuesday,  the  23d 
instant.  The  municipality  and  other  corporations  assembled  for  the 
latter  object  passing  resolutions  in  honor  of  the  deceased,  and  appoint- 
ing orators  for  the  funeral. 

The  diplomatic  corps  made,  in  the  afternoon,  a  formal  visit  of  con- 
dolence to  the  new  President,  as  will  be  mentioned  in  another  dispatch. 
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According  to  law,  the  corpse  of  the  President,  when  completely  em- 
balmed, was  exposed  to  public  view  in  the  hall  of  embassadors.  It  is 
estiuiated  that  more  than  100,000  persons  went  to  the  palace  to  view 
the  body  of  President  Juarez.  The  funeral  was  magnificent,  beyond 
all  previous  example  in  Mexico.  The  procession,  which  started  from 
the  palace  at  9  in  the  morning,  occupied  more  than  two  hours  in  its 
transit  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city  to  the  cemetery  of  San 
Fernando.  The  streets  and  squares  were  densely  crowded  with  people, 
and  every  window  and  house-top  affording  a  view  of  the  procession  was 
occupied.  Most  of  the  edifices,  public  and  private,  exhibited  badges  of 
mourning.  No  religious  ceremony  was  performed  at  the  funeral. 
Orations  were  pronounced  in  the  name  of  the  government,  of  the  per- 
manent  deputation,  of  the  municipality,  the  press,  the  masonic  orders, 
and  several  other  corporations.  The  utmost  order  and  solemnity  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  proceedings,  which  were  participated  in  by  a  very 
large  part  of  the  population  of  this  city,  and  by  deputations  from  the 
nearest  States.  In  several  of  the  State  capitals  funeral  services  were 
performed  at  the  same  time,  and  in  others  at  a  later  date. 

The  municipality  of  Mexico  has  resolved  to  erect  a  statue  to  President 
Juarez  in  the  square  of  Santo  Domingo,  which  is  henceforth  to  bear  his 
name.  The  authorities  and  people  of  the  State  of  Oaxaca  petitioned  that 
the  body  of  the  President  might  be  buried  at  his  native  place^xtlan, 
now  called  "  Villa  Juarez."  Many  other  States  have  expressed  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late  President  by 
appropriate  demonstrations. 

The  attitude  of  the  press  has  been  notable.  All  the  papers  both  of 
this  city  and  of  other  parts  of  the  republic  appeared  in  mourning. 
Even  the  most  violent  organs  of  the  revolutionary  party  have  published 
eulogistic  articles,  and  have  refrained  from  discussing  politics  during 
the  interval  between  the  death  and  the  burial  of  President  Juarez. 

I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a  note  from  the  minister 
of  foreign  affiairs,  announcing  the  death  of  the  President,  and  a  copy 
of  my  reply,  (G;)  also  a  copy  and  translation  (D  and  E)  of  the  official 
invitation  to  the  funeral,  and  a  copy  of  my  answer  (F)  accepting  the 
same. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure  B.— TranslatioD.] 

Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr.  Nelson, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  July  19, 1872. 
Sir:  With  profound  regret,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excenency  that  the 
citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  died 
yesterday,  at  half-past  11  in  the  evening. 

On  the  occasion  of  communicating  to  your  excellency  this  sad  event,  which  will  also 
be  communicated  directly  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  have 
the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  and  distinguished 
consideration  with  which  I  am  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

M.  LAFRAGUA. 
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[IncloBure  C] 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Lafragua. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  19,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  this  date,  in  which  your  exyellency 
announces  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico. 

The  tirae  has  not  yet  arrived  when  an  impartial  judgment  can  be  pronounced  upon 
the  remarkable  public  career  and  the  eminent  services  of  President  Juarez  ;  but  I  can 
assure  your  excellency  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  will  de- 
plore in  his  death  the  loss  of  a  tried  and  trusted  friend  among  the  heads  of  foreign 
governments,  and  that  the  American  people,  accustomed  for  along  series  of  years  to 
identify  the  success  of  President  Juarez  with  the  triumph  of  civil  liberty  and  enlight- 
ened reform,  will  mourn  the  decease  of  one  of  the  patriarchs  of  republicanism  in 
America. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  again  manifest  to  your  excellency  my  high  esteem  and 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[luclosnre  £.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

MexivOf  July  19,  1872, 
Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  acting  President  of  the  republic,  I  have  the  honor  to  send 
herewith  to  your  excellency  the  letter  by  which  that  magistrate  iuvites  you  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  late  President,  the  citizen  Benito  Juarez. 

The  government  will  be  much  pleased  if  your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to 
be  present  at  the  ceremony,  along  with  the  employes  of  your  legation,  for  whom  I  also 
send  invitations  to  your  excellency. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  on  this  occasion  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  and  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


[Inclosure  ¥.] 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Lafragtut, 

Leg.\tion  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoy  July  19,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  of  this  dat«,  with  which  your  excellency  was  pleased 
to  send,  by  request  of  the  acting  President  of  the  republic,  invitations  for  the  members 
of  this  legation  to  attend  the  funerjjl  of  President  Juarez  on  Tuesday  next. 

Tlianking  your  excellency  for  the  kind  attention,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  comply 
with  this  invitation. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  331. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  600.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  24,  1872.     (Received  August  14.) 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  seventy-ninth  article 

of  the  Mexican  constitution,  Mr.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  chief  justice 

of  the  supreme  court,  took  possession  of  the  presidency,  ad  intenm^  of 

this  republic,  immediately  after  the  death  of  President  Juarez.    His 
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accession  was  announced  to  me  by  a  note  from  the  ministry  of  foreign 
affairs,  of  which  I  send  a  copy  and  translation,  (A  and  B,)  together  with 
a  copy  of  my  reply,  (C,)  in  which  I  expressed  my  confidence  in  the  pru- 
dence, ability,  and  patriotism  of  the  new  President,  founded  on  his 
honorable  antecedents. 

I  lost  no  time  in  calling  together  the  diplomatic  corps,  and,  by  previ- 
ous agreement,  we  were  received  by  the  new  President,  surroun<ied  by 
the  cabinet,  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  19th  instant,  in  the  hall  of  embassadors  at 
the  palace.  The  hall  was  densely  crowded  with  spectators.  As  dean 
of  the  diplomatic  corps,  I  pronounced  a  brief  discourse  of  condolence 
for  the  loss  of  President  Juarez,  and  of  congratulation  to  the  new  chief 
magistrate,  (D.)  Mr.  Lerdo  replied  (E  and  F)  in  a  few  words  of  well- 
timed  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Juarez  as  "  author  of  the  reform  and  savior  of 
the  independence"  of  Mexico,  and  expressed  his  absolute  confidence 
in  the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations  with  all  the  foreign  nations 
represented  on  the  occasion. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnre  B. — Translation.  | 

Mr,  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Nelsati. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  July  19,  1872. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
the  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  tlie  United  States  of  Mexico,  the 
citizen  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  the 
republic,  has  taken  possession  of  the  executive  power,  a  sconstitutional  President  ad 
inierimy  in  accordance  with  the  prescriptions  of  the  national  constitution. 

The  government  of  Mexico  will  communicate  directly  to  the  Goverument  of  the 
United  States  of  America  this  event,  which  I  now  hasten  to  make  known  to  your  excel- 
lency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  high  and  distin- 
guished consideration. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


[Inolosure  C.J 

Mr,  XeUon  to  Mr,  Lafragua, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  19,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  this 
date,  anuouncing  that  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  President  Juarez,  the  president 
of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  Mr.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  has  takeu  possession 
of  the  executive  power,  in  accordance  with  the  prescription  of  the  national  constitu- 
tion. 

The  prudence,  ability,  and  patriotism  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  as  demonstrate<l  by 
his  past  career,  afford  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  new  chief  magistrate  of  this 
republic  will  not  disappoint  the  high  expectations  formed  of  him  as  the  constitutional 
successor  of  the  illustrious  Juarez. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  very 
high  consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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rinclosnre  D.] 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  NELSON. 

Mr.  President:  The  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  residing  in  Mexico  desire  to 
express  their  profound  sorrow,  in  view  of  the  sudden  death  of  that  illustrious  states- 
man and  patriot,  Benito  Juarez,  late  President  of  this  republic. 

At  the  same  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  your  excellency  in  the  name  of 
the  diplomatic  corps  upon ^ your  succession  to  the  presidency,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  to  express  the  hope  and  confident  expec- 
tation that  your  wise  and  patriotic  administration  of  the  government  will  promote  the 
peace,  unity,  prosperity,  and  glory  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 


[Inclosare  F.— Translation.J 
REPLY  OF  PRESIDENT  LERDO. 

Gentlemen  :  In  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  in  my  own,  I  am  sincerely  grateful  for 
the  sentiments  that  animate  the  diplomatic  corps.  If  the  death  of  a  distinguished 
man  is  a  public  calamity,  a  proper  name  can  scarcely  be  found  for  the  terrible  misfor- 
tune which  now  atflicts  the  Mexican  people.  As  the  author  of  the  reform  and  pre- 
server of  our  independence,  the  citizen  Benito  Juarez  has  elevated  himself  to  a  height 
that  cannot  be  measured,  even  by  a  sentiment  of  the  warmest  and  sincerest  gratitude. 

I  am  also  very  sincerely  grateful  for  the  good  wishes  which  the  diplomatic  corps  has 
expressed  for  the  success  of  the  administration  over  which  I  am  about  to  preside, 
according  to  law,  and  during  which  the  friendly  relations  that  now  unite  the  repubUc 
of  Mexico  with  the  nation  you  so  worthily  represent  will,  undoubtedly,  be  main- 
tained. 


]sro.  332. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  601.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  July  26,  1872.  (Received  August  14.) 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  No.  262,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  case  of  the  boat  of  the  American  war-steamer  Ossipee, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  from  Mr. 
Lafragua,  of  the  20th  instant,  (A  and  B,)  accompanied  by  a  copy  and 
translation  (C  and  D)  of  his  note  of  the  same  date,  to  the  ministry  of 
justice,  directing  the  delivery  of  the  said  boat,  in  its  present  condition, 
to  the  American  consul  at  La  Paz. 

I  will  add  that  the  satisfactory  decision  of  this  long-pending  ques- 
tion was  among  the  last  acts  of  the  late  President  Juarez,  it  having 
been  performed  on  the  day  of  his  death. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnre  B. — Translation.] 

Mr.  Lafrctgua  to  Mr.  SeUon, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  July  20,  1872. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  excellency *8  notes,  dated  respectively  the  27th  of  March  and 
the  20th  of  September  of  last  year,  both  relating  to  the  loss  of  a  boat  from  the  war- 
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steamer  Ossipee,  belongin;?  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  Gulf  of  California, 
and  to  its  retention  and  sale  by  the  persons  who  found  it,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency,  as  the  result  of  the  statements  made  in  the  two  notes 
referred  to,  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  to-day  addressed  to  the  ministry 
of  justice,  announcing  the  final  decision  upon  this  subject. 

Your  excellency  would  long  since  have  been  informed  of  the  decision  of  the  govern- 
ment in  this  matter,  if  the  great  distance  between  this  city  and  Lower  California  were 
not  notoriously  an  impediment  to  the  rapid  settlement  of  such  questions,  and  if  the 
difficulty  had  not  been  increased  in  the  present  instance  by  the  obstacles  presented  by 
the  American  consul  at  La  Paz,  who  refused,  contrary  to  law,  to  give  testimony  before 
the  district  jndge  appointed  for  the  investigation  of  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  am,  &c., 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


[iDclosare  D.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Lefragua  to  the  minister  of  justice. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Section  op  America, 

Mexico,  July  20, 1^2. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Justice  :  In  reply  to  your  note  dated  the  *24th  of  May  last,  in 
which  you  transmit  a  communication  from  the  district  judge  of  Sinoloa,  concerning  the 
investigations  made  in  consequence  of  the  finding  on  the  coast  of  Lower  California  of 
a  boat  which  was  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  American  war-steamer  Ossipee,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic  instructed  me  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  said 
district  judge,  his  decision  that  the  said  boat  be  delivered  to  the  American  consul  at 
La  Paz,  with  the  customary  formalities,  and  in  its  present  condition ;  since  Messrs. 
Hidalgo  &  Co.,  notwitbstanuing  the  early  claim  made  by  the  American  consul,  pro- 
ceeded to  repair  the  boat  and  to  use  it  for  some  time,  knowing  that  their  title  was 
disputed,  the  American  consul  offering  to  pay  the  finders  their  proper  salvage;  and 
since,  although  the  consul  did  not  legally  prove  the  ownership  of  the  said  boat,  inaa- 
mnoh  as  no  suit  at  law  was  carried  into  efiect,  it  is  nevertheless  easily  deducible  from 
the  statements  nuide  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico  that  it  really 
belongs  to  the  steamer  Ossipee,  of  the  American  Navy. 

Independence  and  Liberty! 

LAFRAGUA. 


No.  333. 

Mr.  Kelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  602.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  30, 1872.     (Keceived  August  14.) 
Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a 
decree  of  amnesty,  issued  by  President  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  on  the  27th 
instant. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosnre  B.-^Translation.J 
,  WAR  DEPARTMENT,  FIRST  SECTION. 

The  citizen  constitutional  President  ad  interim  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  has 
been  pleased  to  address  me  the  following  decree: 

**  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  constitutional  President  ad  interim  of  the  United  States 
of  Mexico,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof.     Know  ye : 

"  That  in  nse  of  the  faculties  granted  to  the  executive  by  the  law  of  the  17th  of 
May  last,  I  have  thought  proper  to  issue  the  following  decree :      ^  GoOqIc 
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*'  Article  1.  An  amnesty  is  granted  for  the  political  oftences  heretofore  committed, 
without  excepting  any  person. 

•'Article  2.  All  persons  who,  for  such  offenses,  have  been  sentenced  to  any  penalty, 
or  are  now^  on  trial,  shall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and  their  prosecution  shall  be 
relinquished. 

"  Article  3.  The  present  amnesty  leaves  intact  the  rights  of  third  parties. 

"Article  4.  The  persons  to  whom  this  amnesty  is  granted,  although  they  recover 
the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and  political  rights,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  re-iustatement 
in  offices,  employments,  or  gracles,  nor  to  payment  of  salaries,  pensions,  annuities,  or 
credits  against  the  treasury,  of  which  they  are  now  deprived  by  law. 

*'  Article  5.  The  persons  who  are  now  in  arms,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this 
amnesty,  must  present  themselves  to  the  proper  governors  or  political  chiefs  within 
fifteen  days  from  the  promulgation  of  this  law,  in  the  capitals  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. The  governors  or  political  chiefs  will  record  the  names  of  those  who  thus  pre- 
sent themselves  and  the  dates  of  so  doing,  informing  the  ministry  of  war  thereof. 

"  Article  6.  Those  persons  who  were  excluded  from  the  amnesty  of  the  14th  of 
October,  1870,  as  having  been  lieutenants  of  the  so-called  empire,  or  generals-in-chief, 
who  deserted  to  the  invader  while  commanding  divisions  or  corps  of  the  army,  shall 
remain  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  and  fourth  articles  of  the  said  law  of 
amnesty. 

"  Wherefore,  I  order  the  above  decree  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly 
obeyed. 

"  Given  at  the  national  palace  of  Mexico,  July  27, 1872. 

"  SEBASTIAN  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

"  The  Citizen  General  Igxacio  Mejia, 

**  Minister  of  War,  presents 

And  I  transmit  it  to  you  for  your  information  and  consequent  observance. 
Independence  and  Liberty ! 

MEJIA. 

The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 

Mexico,  July  27, 1872. 


No.  334. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  603.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  30, 1872.     (Received  August  14.) 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  an  in- 
teresting proclamation  issued  on  the  27th  instant,  by  President  Lerdo 
de  Tejada,  in  which  he  gives  the  programme  of  his  provisional  admin- 
istration. 

As  will  be  seen,  he  begins  by  asserting  his  full  adherence  to  the  so- 
called  "  laws  of  reform,"  which  destroyed  the  power  and  secularized  the 
property  of  the  Mexican  clergy. 

He  announces  a  decree  of  amnesty  of  the  most  ample  character,  and 
without  any  exceptions,  thus  enabling  the  actual  insurgents  to  partici- 
pate in  the  coming  presidential  election ;  promises  speedily  to  termi- 
nate martial  law  in  the  States  lately  in  rebellion  ;  declares  that  he  will 
use  his  "  ample  faculties'-  only  in  cases  of  extreme  emergency  ;  professes 
respect  for  the  "individual  guarantees''  and  the  liberty  of  the  press; 
and,  oifering  toleration  to  all  political  opinions,  proposes  not  to  be  the 
chief  of  a  party,  but  of  the  nation. 

His  able  state  paper  has  been  received  with  general  favor  by  the  press 
and  by  public  opinion. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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[Inclosnre  B.— Translation.] 

Sebastian  Lerdo  do  Tejada,  constitutional  President  ad  interim  of  the  United  States  of 

Mexico. 

FELLOW-CmzEN8 :  The  unexpected  and  lamentable  death  of  the  illustrious  Presi 
dent,  Benito  Jnarez,  a  calamity  which  clothes  the  entire  nation  in  mourning  and  pro- 
found despondency,  has  made  me  the  depository  of  the  executive  power  of  the  union 
for  a  brief  period,  in  accordance  with  law.  The  duties  of  my  transitory  administralion 
are  indicated  by  the  declaration  which  I  made  before  the  permanent  deputation  of 
congress,  in  complete  harmony  with  my  sincerest  sentiments  and  my  most  intimate 
convictions.  A -profound  and  inviolable  respect  for  the  constitution"  and  the  exact 
observance  of  the  laws  will  be  the  constant  rule  of  my  conduct,  as  well  to  fulfill  the 
solemn  obligations  I  have  contracted  as  to  pui-sue  the  only  path  leading  to  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 

I  consider  it  an  especial  dnty  to  provide  for  the  faithful  observance  of  the  "  laws  of 
reform,"  which  have  asserted  and  perfected  our  institutions.  Those  laws,  designed  t-o 
extirpate  the  chief  defects  of  the  ancient  organization  of  our  society,  by  opening  our 
doors  to  a  prosperous  future,  have  proved,  in  their  application  and  development,  a 
remedy  for  the  most  complicated  evils,  and  a  triumphant  entrance  into  the  arena  of 
true  civilization.  In  addition  to  the  obligation  to  observe  and  cause  to  be  observed 
the  laws  of  reform,  my  zeal  to  prevent  their  infringement  will  be  increased  by  the 
conviction  that  they  constitute  the  most  solid  basis  of  our  political  and  social  organi- 
zation. In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  our  fundamental  code  for  the  contin- 
gency of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  I  considered  it 
highly  proper  that  the  first  of  my  acts  should  be  to  initiate  the  decree  for  a  new  elec- 
tion, which  has  to-day  been  promulgated.  In  it  the  rights  of  the  people  will  be  justly 
respected,  assuring  and  protecting  without  hinderance  or  restriction  of  any  kind  the 
amplest  freedom  of  suffrage.  All  citizens,  all  parties,  will  enjoy  complete  liberty  of 
action  at  the  polls,  and  the  result  should  therefore  be  recognized  as  the  genuine  ex- 
pression of  the  popular  will. 

Imbued  with  this  sentiment,  I  have  judged  it  my  duty  to  publish  this  day  a  decree 
of  amnesty  for  political  offenses  hitherto  committed,  without  any  exception.  The  prin- 
ciple efforts  of  the^insurgents  having  already  been  suppressed,  an  amnesty  may  be 
granted  without  incurring  suspicion  of  contempt  for  law  or  weakness  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities.  This  amnesty  responds  to  the  general  anxiety  for  the  pacification  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  deeply  rooted  convictions  of  all  who  contemplate  the  frightful 
disasters  wrought  by  anarchy  and  the  min  which  is  the  consequence  of  civil  war.  At 
the  outset  of  a  new  electoral  contest  an  amnesty  is  the  only  means  to  prevent  any 
from  being  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote,  or  of  the  suffrages  given  in  their  favor.  I 
have  thought  that  I  could  not  make  a  better  use  of  the  faculties  granted  to  the  execu- 
tive, and  that  if  unfortunately  any  persons  should  still  choose  to  afflict  their  country 
with  the  plague  of  war,  and  thus  render  necessary  a  new  exertion  of  force  to  subdue 
them,  public  opinion  will  recognize  that  the  executive  has  been  sincerely  desirous  to 
omit  no  effort  to  obtain  the  supreme  blessing  of  peace,  and  to  afford  every  guarantee 
for  electoral  liberty. 

With  these  important  objects  is  involved  a  grave  question  concerning  the  States  now 
under  martial  law.  Present  circumstances  being  favorable  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances, the  executive  will  scrupulously  endeavor  to  avoid  the  continuance  of  this 
abnormal  situation,  except  where  compelled  by  the  absolute  default  of  the  constitu- 
tional authorities,  until  newly  elected,  or  where  it  is  rendered  indispensable  by  the 
imperious  necessity  of  the  re-establishment  of  peace. 

The  executive  being  invested  by  the  congress  of  the  Union  with  ample  faculties, 
they  will  only  be  employed  in  extreme  cases,  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  a 
pressing  necessity.  The  executive  desires,  above  all,  not  to  be  compelled  to  use  them 
so  as  to  affect  any  of  the  individual  guarantees. 

Respect  foi  thesH  guarantees  cannot  be  exaggerated.  The  highest  of  them,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  pres.s,  which  protects  and  guards  the  rest,  will  be  held  as  inviolable  by  me, 
as  it  was,  without  any  exception,  during  the  long  period  I  served  as  minister  of  the 
illustrious  President  whose  loss  we  deplore.  If  the  liberty  of  the  press  ought  never 
to  be  subjected  to  any  restriction,  still  less  should  it  be  restricted  during  an  electoral 
struggle.  The  best  corrective  for  the  excesses  committed  by  the  press  is  the  press 
itself,  the  enlightened  and  free  echo  of  all  opinions  and  of  all  parties.  In  adminis- 
trative matters  I  shall  strive  to  enforce  the  principles  of  law  and  order.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  make  all  the  reduetions  which  the  poverty  of  the  treasury  demands.  In  appoint- 
ments to  office,  I  shall  seek  only  honesty,  capacity,  and  fitness.  I  shall  retain  the 
present  employ<^s  who  unite  these  qualities,  without  cherishing  prejudices  against  any 
one,  whatever  may  have  been  his  political  antecedents.  In  the  exercise  of  supreme 
power,  I  will  not  be  the  organ  of  a  political  circle,  but  the  representative  of  the  entire 
nation.  I  will  not  be  the  chief  of  a  party,  but  the  impartial  and  dispassionate  execu- 
tor of  the  law.  jOOqIc 
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WTien  the  elections  shall  have  taken  place,  and  the  representatives  of  the  nation 
shall  have  declared  who  is  the  people^s  choice,  I  shall  consider  it  an  honor  to  deliver 
to  him  the  government,  thus  proving  my  complete  submission  to  the  sovereign  will 
of  the  country,  surrendering  the  deposit  confided  to  me  by  the  constitution. 

My  acts  will  answer  for  the  sincerity  of  my  sentiments,  and  I  shall  be  careful  not  to 
make  any  variation  from  the  principles  now  stated,  so  that,  at  the  end  of  my  short 
administration,  I  may  merit  the  testimony  of  my  fellow-cit.izens  that  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  do  my  duty. 

SEBASTIAN  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mexico,  Jaly  27, 1872. 


No.  335. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

No.  272.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  31,  1872. 
Sir  :  1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  under  date  of  yesterday,  and  of  the  communication  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  relative  to  twenty- 
one  captive  Apache  Indian  children  now  understood  to  be  in  Mexico, 
whose  return  to  their  tribe  has  been  stipulated  for  by  General  Howard 
on  behalf  of  this  Government.  You  are  requested  to  inform  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  that  it  is  expected  that  no  obstacle  to  the  return  of 
the  children  will  be  interposed,  and  that  the  Mexican  authorities  will 
promote  that  object  by  all  proper  means. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HCfNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 


[Inclosare.] 

Mr,  Delano  to  Mr,  Fish* 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Waahingtoriy  D.  C,  July  30,  1H72.     (Keceivwl  July  31.) 
»Sni :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  comma- 
nication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Anairs,  dated  the  *2Gth  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  captivity  of  twenty-one  Apache  Indian  children,  who  were  taken  captive  at  the 
time  of  the  Camp  Grant  massacre  in  April,  1871. 

General  Howard  having  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  the  return  of  these 
children  to  their  trihes,  and  the  propriety  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner 
being  approved  by  the  President  as  well  as  this  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  respectfully  to  request  that  you  take  such  steps 
as,  in  your  judgment,  may  be  deemed  proper  and  advisable,  to  inform  the  Mei^ican  au- 
thorities of  the  views  of  this  Department  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO, 
Stcreiary  of  ike  Interior. 


Mr.  Walker  to  Mr*  Delano. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D,  C,  July  26, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  matter  of  the 
captivity  of  a  number  of  Apache  Indian  children,  taken  from  their  parents  and  their 
tribe  in  the  attack  made  by  a  party  consisting  of  white  citizens  of  Tucson,  Mexicans, 
and  Papago  Indians,  upon  a  party  of  Apache  Indians,  near  Camp  Grant,  Arizona 
Territory,  in  April,  1B71.  C^  \ 
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The  general  facts  of  that  outrage  have  been  fully  communicated  to  the  Department. 
I  need  now  but  refer  to  the  capture  of  the  children  on  that  occasion.  It  has  been 
reported  that  twenty-nine  of  these  were  carried  away  by  the  attacking  party.  From 
persons  most  interested  it  has  been  ascertained,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  OfiBce,  that 
two  of  the  children  escaped,  and  succeeded  in  returning  to  friends,  and  that  of  the 
remainder,  six  who  were  with  citizens  in  Arizona  have  been  returned  to  Camp  Grant, 
to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Indians.  The  twenty-one  remainiug  unaccounted  for  are 
reported  to  be  in  Sonora,  Mexico,  and  to  be  held  in  bondage  by  citizens  of  that  country. 

Humanity  and  justice,  as  well  as  wise  policy  in  regard  to  the  management  of  Indian 
affaire  in  Arizona,  I  respectfully  submit  demand  that  prompt  steps  be  taken  by  the 
Government  to  obtain  the  recovery  of  these  twenty-one  captives,  for  restoration  to 
the  Indians  from  whom  they  were  forcibly  taken. 

General  Howard  promised  the  Indians  the  return  of  the  children,  and  pledged  the 
faith  of  the  Government  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  With  a  view  to  the 
fulfillment  of  that  promise,  and  to  answering  the  natural  and  just  expectations  of  the 
Indians,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Department  of 
State,  that  the  necessary  representations  may  be  addressed  to  the  department  of  for- 
eign affairs  for  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKER, 

Commh8ioim\ 


No.  336. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  607.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  31,  1872.  (Received  August  14.) 
SiE :  The  only  subject  upon  which  public  interest  has  been  centered 
since  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez,  has  been  the  political  consequences 
likely  to  ensue  from  the  sudden  accession  of  Mr.  Lerdo  to  power.  The 
first  acts  of  his  anticipation  have  been  awaited  with  a  feverish  impa- 
tience, in  order  to  cast  the  horoscope  of  the  future.  Fortunately  the 
new  chief  magistrate  has  responded  to  the  demands  of  the  situation  in 
a  manner  which  justifies  the  brightest  anticipation.  His  first  admin- 
istrative act  after  requesting  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Juarez  to  continue  in 
oflSce,  was  to  address  the  permanent  deputation  of  congress,  soliciting 
that  the  period  for  a  new  presidential  election  be  immediately  designa- 
ted. This  was  done,  the  primary  elections  having  been  fixed  for 
October  13,  and  the  secondary  for  October  27.  During  the  customary 
nine  days  of  mourning,  Mr.  Lerdo  refrained  from  taking  any  step  to 
indicate  his  future  course,  and  meanwhile  the  press  and  the  public 
were  busily  employed  in  projecting  cabinets  and  platforms.  On  the 
27th  instant,  Mr.  Lerdo  published  the  proclamation  and  the  decree  of 
amnesty,  which  have  been  sent  with  other  dispatches,  and  which  have 
produced  the  most  favorable  effect.  Only  one  paper,  the  organ  of  the 
revolutionary  party,  has  failed  to  applaud  the  spirit  manifested  by  Mr. 
Lerdo.  The  speedy  pacification  of  the  republic  is  now  regarded  as 
certain,  and  Mr.  Lerdo,  having  obtained  power,  not  as  the  chief  of  a 
party,  but  by  a  constitutional  provision,  is  justly  regarded  as  the  only 
person  capable  of  effecting  a  reconciliation  of  all  parties. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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No.  337. 

Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr,  Nehon. 

No.  273.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  1 ,  1872. 
SiE :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  dispatch  No.  81,  of  the  21st  ultimo,  ad- 
dressed to  this  Department  by  Mr.  William  Schuchardt,  commercial 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico.  It  appears  from 
this  paper  that  one  Abraham  Gonzalez  was  recently  kidnaped  in 
United  Sttites  territory  and  taken  into  Mexico  by  one  Pedro  A.  Valdes, 
who  is  understood  to  be  an  officer  in  the  military  service  of  that  repub- 
lic. You  will  lose  no  time  in  njaking  a  representation  upon  this  subject 
to  the  Mexican  government.  You  will  demand  the  return  of  Gonzalez, 
and  say  that  it  is  expected  that  Valdes  will  be  made  sensible  of  the 
displeasure  of  his  government. 
1  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary. 


[Inclosare.J 
Mr,  Schuchardt  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

No.  81.]  CoMMKRCiAL  Agency  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Pii'dras  Negras,  Mexico j  July  21, 1872. 
Sm :  Compelled  by  the  circumstancea,  and  called  on  by  a  distressed  family  to  act 
without  delay  in  the  below-d escribed  case,  I  had  the  honor  to  send  to  the  Department 
the  following  telegram,  through  the  agency  of  the  postmaster  at  San  Antonio,  Texas  : 

United  States  Commercial  Agency, 

Piedras  Negras^  Mexicoy  July  21,  1872. 

Honorable  Second  Assistant  Secretary  of  Statey  Washington^  D.  C  : 
Abraham  Gonzalez  kidnapped,  in  United  States  territory,  by  Pedro  A.  Valdes,  now 
.  occupying  Lare(h>,   Mexico.    Instructions  to  commander  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  Laredo, 
Texas,  respectfully  requested  to  demand  person  and  property  of  Gonzalez  from  Valdes. 

WM.  SCHUCHARDT, 
United  States  Commercial  Agent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Rafael  Gonzalez,  the 
brother  of  Abraham,  who  was  kidnapped,  and  translation  of  said  letter.  This  is  the 
second  time  that  Pedro  A.  Valdes,  since  he  is  a  refugee  in  the  United  States,  organized 
expeditions  in  that  country  to  invade  Mexico  for  the  purpose  to  commit  depredations 
in  the  defenseless  villages  of  this  country,  and  he  seems  to  think  that  he  can  violate 
the  laws  with  impunity  of  the  country  which  gave  gave  him  an  asylum,  and  under 
whose  flag  he  returns  for  protection  when  he  comes  back  from  his  raids  into  Mexico. 
Most  of  the  men  who  composed  his  command  when  he  evacuated  this  place  are  a 
scourge  for  this  Texas  frontier. 

On  May  27,  while  Valdes  was  prisoner  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  for  violation  of  the 
neutrality  laws,  and  enticing  United  States  soldiers  to  desert,  a  party  of  his  followers 
organized,  in  Eagle  Pass,  Texas,  an  expedition,  crossed  over  to  Mexico,  and  com- 
mitted depredations  in  the  villages  of  this  district.  These  men  had  in  their  possession 
seven  horses,  which  were  stolen  from  a  ranch  on  the  Texas  side  on  the  26th  of  May, 
together  with  a  number  of  mares  and  colts.  The  herder  of  these  animals  was  mur- 
dered on  the  25th  of  May,  which  acts  were  attributed  to  Indians,  but  the  direction  of 
the  tracks  of  the  stolen  horses,  which  were  followed  by  the  owners,  did  not  confirm 
the  idea  that  Indians  had  committed  these  crimes,  but  rather  that  these  roaming  Mexi- 
cans, wiio  call  themselves  exiles,  despise  honest  work,  and  have  no  means  to  support 
themsolve.s,  had  committed  them. 
I  am,  &c., 

\VM.  SCHUCHARDT. 
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fTranslation.] 

Mr.  Gonzalez  io  Mr.  Schuchardt, 

•  Rio  Grande,  Jtily  20, 1872. 

Sir:  Having  ou  the  left  side  of  the  Bravo,  on  a  ranch  called  de  los  Garzas,  twenty- 
five  miles  below  Fort  Duncan,  in  Maverick  County,  a  train  of  carts  and  oxen  in  charge 
of  ray  brother,  Abraham  Gonzalez,  for  which  carts  and  oxen  I  have  paid  the  correspond- 
ing duties  in  the  custom-house  of  Eagle  Pass,  Pedro  A.  Valdes  had  come  to  said  place, 
with  a  force  organized  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and  has  kidnapped  my  brother,  carrying 
him  off,  niount^  and  armed,  probably  for  the  purpose  that  my  brother  could  not  notify 
the  United  States  authorities  that  he  (Valdes)  was  organizing  an  expedition  in  Texas 
with  the  object  to  rob  the  villages  of  Mexico,  as  he  has  done  different  times  already, 
violating  by  that  the  neutrality  laws.  As  this  criminal  act,  committed  on  the  14th 
instant,  on  the  person  of  my  brother,  Abraham  Gonzalez,  is  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  I  apply  to  you,  as  agent  of  the  same,  that  you  may  take  the  con- 
venient steps,  without  delay,  which  the  case  demands,  for  the  purpose  that  my  brother 
might  be  demanded  from  8«id  Valdes,  who  is  in  Laredo,  Mexico,  bef(|re  he  leaves 
that  place,  because  I  am  afraid  that  another  criminal  act  might  be  committed  besides 
that  committed  already,  and  I  wish  the  prompt  demand  which  the  United  States  au- 
thorities will  make  for  the  liberation  of  my  brother. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

RAFAEL  GONZALEZ,  3d. 


1^0.338. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Nelson. 

Na.  274.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  6,  1872. 
Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  28th  of  May  last, 
from  Major  T.  M.  Anderson  to  the  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  for 
the  Department  of  Texas,  representing  that  General  Jos6  Cabellos,  com- 
manding the  Mexican  forces  on  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  had  returned  a 
drove  of  cattle  driven  from  this  side,  and  arrested  their  purchasers  on 
the  Mexican  side.  You  will  comply  with  the  suggestion  of  the  major 
by  making  a  suitable  acknowledgment  to  the  Mexican  government  for 
the  sense  of  the  duty  of  a  good  neighbor  and  of  justice  to  the  citizens  of 
a  friendly  state  shown  by  the  proceedings  of  General  Cabellos  ad- 
verted  to. 

•  I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTEE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Headquarters  Ringgold  Barracks, 

Texas,  May  28, 1872. 
Sir:  General  Jos^  Cabellus,  commanding  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  has  returned  a  drove 
of  cattle  driven  from  this  side,  and  arrested  the  purchaser  of  the  stock  on  the  Mexican 
side. 

General  Cortina  has  been  relieved  firom  duty  on  this  line,  and  ordered  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  those  now  in  command  on  the  Mexican  side  seem  very  anxious  to  cultivate 
friendly  relations  and  stop  aU  depredations  on  our  soil. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  some  official  acknowledgment  of  General  Cabellos 's  acts 
would  nave  a  very  good  effect. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  ANDERSON, 
Major,  Tenth  Ivfantry,  Commanding. 
AcnNO  Assistant  ADJUTANT-GENERii., 

D^MTtment  of  Texas, 
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No.  339. 
Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  JS^elson, 

No.  275.]  DEPART3IENT  OF   STATE, 

Washington^  August  13, 1872. 
Sir  :  A  copy  of  a  letter  is  herewith  inclosed  for  your  information, 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  7th 
instant,  and  transmitting  the  reports  of  Major  G.  W.  Schofield  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Howard's  Well  massacre. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written  a  further* communication  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Howard's  Well  massacre  has  been  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  under  date  of  the  10th  instant,  and  is  herewith  inclosed. 


[Inclosuro  1.]   • 

Mr.  Belknap  io  Mr.  Fish. 

War  Depart^iext, 
Washington  City,  August  7, 1872.    (Received  August  9.) 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  copies  of  papers  relative  to  the  Howard's  Well  massacre, 
transmitted  to  you  in  communication  from  this  Department  of  May  22  and  July  19, 
1872, 1  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  from  M^jor  G.  W.  Scho- 
field, Tenth  Cavalry,  commanding  Fort  Hill,  Indian  Territory,  upon  the  same  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  «&c., 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Fort  Sill,  Indian  Territory, 

July  6,  1872.    (Received  August  9.) 

Sir:  •».-#*. 

The  Cheyennes  referred  to  as  just  in  from  the  Kiowa  camps,  confirm  the  report 
of  three  captive  children  in  the  hands  of  White  Horse,  of  Big  Bow's  band  of  Kio- 
was,  but  they  represent  one  of  them  as  being  a  girl,  nearly  grown  to  womanhood. 
They  also  confirm  the  report  (not  previously  alluded  to,  because  not  considered  reli- 
able) that  Big  Bow  and  his  band  were  alone  engaged  in  the  massacre  at  Howard's 
Well.  They  say  that  Big  Bow's  story  is,  that  he  captured  a  train  and  burued  it, 
killing  seventeen  persons,  and  lost  one  Indian,  killed.  Was  followed  by  black  soldiers 
and  attacked,  and  that  he  killed  two  of  the  soldiers,  and  then  returned  to  his  lodges 
in  the  Indian  Territory. 

It  is  possible  that  the  young  woman  said  to  be  with  this  band  is  the  one  missing 
from  the  party  massacred  at  Howard's  Well. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post, 
The^ Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

•  Department  of  Texas,  San  Ajitonio,  Texas. 


Headquarters  Fort  Sill,  Indian  Territory, 

Mdy  20,  1872. 
Sir:  Since  my  last  communication,  additional  information  has  been  received  from 
the  Indians  of  this  reservation  in  regard  to  the  Howa^d's  Well  massacre,  the  killing  of 
the  Lee  family,  and  carrying  off  of  two  of  its  children,  and  the  capture  of  a  train,  and 
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the  killinfi^  of  Dine  persons  on  Salt  Creek,  between  Fort  Richardson  and  old  Fort  Bel- 
knap. This  latter  is  not  contirmed,  and  is  discredited.  We  now  have  no  doubt  as  to 
who  was  en«^ged  in  the  Howard's  Well  massacre,  and  in  the  killing  of  a  portion  and 
carrying  off  of  the  remainder  of  the  Leo  family  :  Kiowas,  with  a  few  Comanches,  and 
probably  one  or  two  colored  men,  (one  of  them  supposed  to  be  a  deserter  from  the 
Tenth  Cavalry,  who  is  known  to  be  with  the  Kiowas,)  and  some  Mexicans,  who  are 
really  Kiowas.  All  of  the  bands,  both  of  Kiowas  and  Comanches,  have  a  number  of 
Mexicans,  generally  brought  up  as  Indians,  having  been  captured  when  children. 

The  Indians  describe  the  train,  the  number  of  persons  killed,  the  burning  of  the 
train,  the  tying  up  of  the  Mexicans  to  the  wagons  and  burning  them,  the  pursuit  by 
soldiers,  and  the  killing  of  a  captain  and  one  soldier.  They  say  that  the  train  con- 
tained a  "big  lot  of  arms  and  ammunition,"  and  that  they  got  ** plenty  of  guns  and 
cartridges.''  These  stories  come  to  us  from  the  Comanches,  Cheyennes,  and  Caddoesj 
and  they  all  agree,  except  that  some  report  nineteen  and  some  as  high  as  thirty  per- 
sons killed. 

Very  respectfully,  &c ., 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
MhjoTf  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Poet, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gkneral, 

Departmeut  of  Texas y  San  Antonio f  Texas, 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters,  Department  op  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  July  19,  1872. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  for  the 
information  of  the  Lieutenaut-General  commanding. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Brigadier- General  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  IlWiois,  July  29,  1872. 

Official  copy  ,resi)ectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for  his 
information. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Adjutant-General^s  Oppice, 

Washington,  August  2,  1872. 

Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General, 
The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure  3.] 

Mr,  Belknap  to  Mr,  Fish, 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C,  August  10,  1872. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  the  report  of  the  massacre  and  destruction  of  property  at 
Howard's  Well  by  Indians,  Mexicans,  and  negroes,  transmitted  to  you  on  the  22d  of  May 
last,  I  ha^«)  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  incWed  copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  one  Moses  E.  Kelly,  which  embraces  additional  information  on  the  subject. 
Respectfully  yours,  ic, 

.   WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Presidio  Del  Norte,  June  30, 1872. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  here  a  week  ago,  and  had  arranged  my  business  so  as  to  go  to 
Davis  this  coming  week,  to  stay  for  some  time.    I  did  not  pass  by  Davis  on  my  return,^ 
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bnt  came  direct  from  Stockton.    I  delivered  yonr  dispatch  to  Hagolseib,  but  don't 
know  what  disposition  he  intends  to  make. 

I  have  made  all  inquiries  I  can  about  these  Indians,  but  haven't  any  positive  evi- 
dence that  they  were  encaged  in  the  Howard  Well  affair.  They  have  probably  left 
again  by  this  time  "  on  the  war-path." 

The  governor  of  Chibuahua  gave  up  the  wife  of  Chief  Colorado  on  the  condition 
that  he  would  make  war  on  Gordo's  gang,  but  he  kept  the  mother  of  Colorado  and  one 
of  his  sons^  as  hostages  of  his  good  faith. 

I  saw  Colorado  three  days  ago,  and  asked  him  what  he  intended  to  do  and  where  he 
was  going.  His  reply  was,  "  To  hunt  Gordo."  I  haven't  seen  any  of  them  for  tbe  last 
two  days,  which  makes  me  think  the  whole  gang  has  left.  1  will  make  further  in- 
quiries 'as  to  their  being  the  gang  that  attacked  Gonzalez.  The  general  impression 
here  is  that  a  fellow-chief,  Alzarte,  and  part  of  Colorado's  gang,  were  the  ludiaus. 
The  person  reported  to  be  a  Mexican,  from  this  place,  who  was  with  the  attacking 
party,  was  an  Indian,  who  left)  the  Mescaleros  some  years  ago,  and  resided  at  this  place 
m  peace,  but  disappeared  some  two  years  ago,  and  the  general  impression  was  that  tbe 
Indians  had  killed  him.    His  name  wjw  "  Jos^  Maria  Vesoi." 

We  have  word  half  hour  ago  from  Chihuahua.  The  whole  country  is  in  an  uproar. 
The  revolutionists,  about  fifteen  hundred  strong,  are  in  Parral,  and  marching  on  to 
Chihuahua.  The  United  States  consul  has  called  on  Colonel  Andrews  for  protection 
of  American  citizens.  The  general  impression  is  that  everybody  will  be  plundered,  and 
many  are  making  their  escape  to  £1  Paso  and  this  place,  bringing  with  them  what 
they  can.  Unless  the  revolutionists  are  greatly  overestimated,  the  government  party 
will  not  make  a  stand.  In  this  case  our  burg  will  have  a  call,  and  we  can  expect 
lively  times.  Hagelseib  has  a  large  lot  of  goods  on  hand  for  merchants  of  Chihuahna, 
and  they  all  write  not  to  send  them,  and  some  fifteen  put  them  back  over  the  river  to 
the  Texas  side. 

I  think  probably  that  I  will  have  a  lot  of  Mexican  officials  to  accompany  me  to 
Davis  for  safe-keeping,  and  probably  the  custom-house  funds  to  guard.  I  feel  a  little 
interested  in  what  Colonel  Andrews*  will  do  in  response  to  United  States  consul's  call. 
Let  me  know  what  General  Augur  thinks  of  extending  the  required  protection,  and 
the  general  aspect  of  afifairs  at  Monterey. 
Yours,  &c., 

MOSES  E.  KELLY. 

H.  B.  Adams,  Esq., 

San  Antonio, 


FoiiT  Davis,  Texas, 

Jtdy  15,  1872. 

Deah  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  8th  instant  came  yesterday,  and  contents  noted. 

I  could  get  no  further  information  (positive)  relative  to  those  Indians.  They  left  on 
the  war-path  about  the  day  I  wrote  you  last,  and  have  come  into  Texas  a^ain.  They 
offered  no  arms  or  mules  for  sale,  nor  had  they  any  buck-skins,  or  anything  to  trade, 
and  but  very  few  came  into  town.  I  should  have  gone  to  their  camp,  some  sixty  miles 
below  Del  Norte,  had  they  not  put  off  so  soon  after  my  return  from  San  Antonio.  I  in- 
formed Colonel  Bliss,  at  Stockton,  of  tbeir  leaving,  at  his  request,  and  send  him  a 
couple  of  guides  to-morrow  to  cut  their  trail.  They  were  undoubtedly  near  Howard's 
Well  again,  and  were  the  same  party,  in  company  with  a  chief,  Alzarte,  who  iongb4; 
General  Merritt. 

Yours,  truly, 

M.  E.  KELLY. 
H.  B.  Adams,  Esq., 

San  Antonio. 

m 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  AntoniOy  July  23,  1872. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  through  divi- 
sion headquarters. 

These  two  letters  contain  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  get  from  Del  Norte 
concerning  the  Indians  said  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  Howard's  Well  massacre. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Brigadier-General f  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago  J  Angust  2, 1872. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Lieutenaut-Greneral  commanding. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Tfashingtonf  August  7, 1872. 

Official  copies  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General. 
The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State. 


No.  340. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  610.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  August  15,  1872.    (Received  September  7.) 

Sir  :  The  pacification  of  the  republic,  as  a  consequence  of  President 
Lerdo's  decree  of  amnesty,  may  now  be  considered  as  a  fact.  Up  to  this 
date  information  has  been  received  of  the  submission  of  Generals 
'Negretej  Labastida,  Loraeli,  Pedro  Martinez,  Narvaez,  Aureliauo  Rivera, 
Meier  y  Teran,Betanzos,  Gosio,  Pontones,  Gal  van,  Velez,  and  Chavar- 
ria,  6f  whom  the  three  first  named  issued  proclamations  to  their  follow- 
ers in  terms  very  satisfactory  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lerdo. 

The  revolutionary  organ  in  this  city  denounced  the  amnesty,  as. not 
containing  a  restitution  of  the  insurgent  chiefs  to  their  military  rank 
and  civil  offices,  but  was  soon  forced  by  the  unanimity  of  the  rest  of  the 
press  to  change  its  tone. 

No  doubt  is  entertained  of  the  submission  of  Porfirio  Diaz,  Treviiio, 
Quiroga,  Guerra,  and  others  from  whom  no  definite  information  has  yet 
been  received  on  aecount  of  the  distance.  Only  two  of  the  insurgent 
chieftains,  Migoni  and  Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  are  known  to  have  rejected 
the  amnesty;  of  these,  the  former  was  speedily  killed  in  the  State  of 
Vera  Cruz,  and  the  latter  was  taken  prisoner  with  his  entire  force  in  the 
State  of  San  Luis  Potosi. 

The  policy  of  President  Lerdo  has  been  to  maintain  the  most  absolute 
statu  quo.  No  removals  from  office  have  been  made,  and  no  political 
measures  taken,  except  the  amnesty,  the  cessation  of  martial  law,  and 
the  summons  for  the  presidential  election.  The  consequence  has  been 
that  the  circles  of  opposition  have  been  left  without  any  rational  basis 
on  which  to  combat  the  election  of  Mr.  L^rdo.  Although  nearly  a  month 
has  transpired  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez,  and  less  than  two  months 
remain  before  the  election,  no  formal  opposition  candidate  has  been 
put  forward,  and  apparently  none  will  be.  Numerous  newspapers  have 
been  established  to  support  the  election  of  Mr.  Lerdo,  who  will  probably 
be  chosen  almost  unanimously. 

At  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez  the  Mexican  treasury  was  nearly  empty, 
in  consequence  of  the  expenses  of  the  civil  war,  and  the  employes 
had  not  been  paid  for  many  months.  Mr.  Lerdo  having  appealed  to  the 
capitalists  of  the  city  for  a  loan  of  $400,000,  the  amount  was  almost  im- 
mediately  subscribed.  oi^ized  by  Google 
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Commerce,  agriculture,  and  miniug  have  taken  an  impulse  from  tbe 
hopes  of  peace,  and  an  era  of  prosperity  is  confidently  expected. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  n.  Is^ELSOX. 


^'o.  341. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  612.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Atifftist  15,  1872.    (Received  September  7.) 
Sir:  Herewith  I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a  pro- 
clamation issued  by  Gei\eral  Miguel  ]^egrete  on  the  occasion  of  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  amnesty  decreed  by  President  Lerdo  on  the  27th  ultimo. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  XELSON. 


[Inclosure  B  in  No.  612.— Translation.] 

The  Citizen  Miguel  Ncgrcic  to  hisfcUow-dtizens  : 

Mexicans  :  The  cordial  reception  which  you  jjave  me  on  my  recent  arrival  at  this 
capital  proves  that  yon  still  cherish  for  mo  that  affection  which  has  been  my  richest 
treasure.  Your  imiutatiou  and  the  pressure  of  your  hands  has  satiatied  me  that  even  in 
the  depths  of  bitterness  a  sweet  hope  may  still  abide. 

Every  one  who*  devotes  himself  to  public  affairs  contracts  the  obligation  to  render  an 
account  of  his  conduct,  and,  with  still  more  reason,  men  who,  like  myself,  have  placed 
themselves  at  the  head  of  the  people,  and  have  undertaken  to  carry  out  democratic 
principles. 

You  certainly  cannot  have  forgotten  our  labors  in  the  late  presidential  election.  The 
central  club  of  the  people,  organized  by  myself,  acquired  so  great  a  development  that 
within  a  few  months  its  branches  not  only  formed  a  large  circle  in  this  capital,  but,  ex- 
tending all  over  the  lepublic,  made  it^  voice  heard.  Tlie  government  of  Juarez,  ai)iis- 
iug  its  power,  tried  to  stifle  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  established  rival  clubs,  short- 
Jived  and  8terih%  which  served  only  to  demonstrate  and  strengthen  the  force  of  the 
opposition.  During  the  seven  montlis  that  our  popular  meetings  were  held  the  candi- 
dature of  General  I'orfirio  Diaz  became  so  deeply  rooted  that  no  one  doubted  that  the 
brave  general  would  obtain  the  first  magistracy  of  the  republic.  Novertheles.**,  intimi- 
dation and  bribery,  the  employment  of  corrupt  olticials,  and  the  distribution  of  troops 
throughout  the  country,  repressed  public  opinion,  so  that  the  re-election  triumphed  by 
illegitimate  means. 

Revolution  then  became  a  necessity;  the  people  and  a  part  of  the  army,  rising  at 
once,  made  armed  resistance  to  Juarez,  and  from  tlie  northern  frontier  to  the  mountains 
of  the  south  the  same  war-cry  was  heard.  The  period  from  the  re-election  of  Jnarex 
until  his  death  gave  that  ruler  clearly  to  understand  that,  in  spite  of  the  blows  dealt  to 
the  revolution  by  the  Jnarist  troops,  the  same  revolution,  rising  from  its  ashes,  gath- 
ered strength  and  seriously  menaced  the  government.  To  verify  the  truth  of  my  .asser- 
tion it  is  only  necessary  to  examine  one  by  one  the  numbers  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  and 
it  will  bo  seen  therein  that  after  the  re-election  Juarez  has  averaged  at  least  one  com- 
bat daily.  This  war-cry  rang  in  the  ears  of  Juarez  on  his  dying-bed,  and  only  over  his 
tomb  has  the  olive  of  i)ejice  begun  to  flourish  to-day. 

The  revolution,  overspreading  the  entire  republic,  summoned  all  independent  men  to 
arms,  and  I  had  the  honor  to  respond  to  that  call  by  drawing  my  sword  in  defense  of 
the  rights  of  the  people.  During  all  the  time  that  Don  Benito  Juarez  remained  in  the 
chief  niagistracy  after  his  last  re-election,  I  have  fought  without  truce  and  witli  my 
own  resourcfs  alone  against  tlie  usurper,  who,  in  robbing  the  republic  of  its  holiest 
rights,  had  converted  it  into  his  own  patrimony  and  that  of  a  few  Mexicans  and  for- 
eigners who  aided  him  in  the  subjugation  of  the  people. 

I  was  determined,  with  the  elements  I  could  command,  to  continue  a  war  without 
truce  against  Juarez,  but  just  as  I  was  obtaining  great  resources  I  received  the  news 
of  his  death,  and  from  that  time  I  anxiously  waited  until  the  person  legallv  called  to 
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replace  him  should  convoke  the  Mexican  people  to  a  free  election,  thus  ohtaining  the 
peace  so  indispensable  to  the  republic. 

The  manifesto  of  Lerdo  was  not  long  delayed;  within  a  few  days  from  taking  his 
seat  he  issued  a  document  in  which,  opening  an  ample  field  for  the  coming  election,  he 
published  an  amnesty  for  all  political  offenses. 

It  is  true  that  this  amnesty  tore  from  many  true  patriots  the  honorable  services 
rendered  to  liberty  and  to  the  nation ;  it  is  true  that  military  grades  recognized  by 
history  and  respected  by  a  foreign  army  were  completely  nullified  by  a  dash  of  the 
luler's  pen  ;  and  it  is  also  true  that  soldiers  who  had  contributed  to  give  us  a  country 
and  a  government,  when,  properly  speal^iug,  there  had  been  neither  for  several  years, 
were  remanded  by  the  manifesto  of  Lerdo  to  hunger  and  misery  ;  but  it  is  also  true 
that  there  was  presented  as  a  holy  compensation  for  personal  sacrifice  the  peace  of  tlie 
republic;  and  no  Mexican  who  loves  his  country  could  continue  to  bear  arms  in  defense 
of  his  individual  interests  when  the  interests  of  tho>nation  were  cast  in  the  other  scale 
of  the  balance.  For  this  reason  I  decided  to  return  to  Mexico,  confiding  in  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  call  issued  bj'  the  provisional  president,  and  in  the  hopes  that  the  words 
of  his  manifesto  will  not  prove  a  dead  letter,  nor  its  magnificent  ideas  a  false  promise. 
I  have  faith  in  the  fnture  actions  of  Lerdo.  His  proverbial  talent  will  enable  him  to 
open  a  pathway  of  flowers  through  a  country  hitherto  sown  with  thorns,  and  if  he 
wishes,  as  he  says,  to  make  his  country  happy,  it  is  easy  for  him  to  do  it.  The  former 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  noted  full  well,  in  the  retirement  of  his  home,  the  conse- 
quences of  the  errors  committed  by  a  ruler  when  he  undertakes  to  deceive  the  people, 
and  how  that  people  rise  in  rebellion  when  it  is  betrayed. 

The  usurping  administration  of  Juarez  and  its  consequences  already  form  a  page  of 
mourning,  whoso  color  should  serve  as  an  example  to  all  who,  like  the  late  President, 
try  to  abuse  their  power.  Juarez  descended  to  the  tomb  by  the  hand  of  God  ;  if  another 
ruler  should  attempt  to  deceive  the  people,  he  would,  perchance,  find  a  sopulcher  by 
the  hands  of  men. 

Nevertheless,  1  repeat,  this  will  not  take  place.  A  free  and  loyjil  election  awaits  us, 
and  it  is  now  time  tliat  the  people  aud  the  government  should  mutually  respect  each 
other.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  resolved  to  cause  the  rights  of  the  people  at  the  ballot- 
box  to  be  preserved,  and  I  am  also  determined  to  defend  with  my  blood  the  person 
legally  electJsd  at  the  polls. 

MIGUEL  NEGRETE. 


No.  342. 

Mr.  l^ehon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  613.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  August  23,  1872.  (Received  September  7.) 
Sir:  Herewitli  I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  #f  the  plat- 
form accepted  by  Mr.  Lerdo  during  the  presidential  campaign  of  last 
year,  and  which  has  again  been  put  forth  with  his  sanction  in  reference 
to  bis  candidature  for  the  elections  of  October  next.  It  has  been  warmly 
approved  by  most  of  the  newspapers  of  this  capital,  and  has  encountered 
no  serious  opposition. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[iDolosnre  B  in  No.  613— Translation.] 
PLATFORM  OF  MR.  LERDO. 

Ist.  Mexico  will  not  renew  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign  powers  except  upon 
prudent  bases.  Our  treaties  and  conventions  should  be  reduced  to  such  stiitulations 
as  may  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  should  contain  within  themselves  the  principle  of 
their  periotlical  amendment. 

2d.  The  independence  and  sovereijjnty  of  the  states  will  be  conscieritiously  respected, 
and  the  general  government  will  abstain  from  all  intervention  in  their  internal  ques- 
tions. 

3d.  The  necessary  measures  will  be  recommended  for  the  organization  and  recruit- 
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ment  of  tho  army,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  democratic  institutions  and  the 
public  necessities. 

4th.  The  individual  guarantees  found  in  the  constitutioD  will  be  respected,  and  the 
authorities  who  violate  them  will  be  punished  with  tho  utmost  rigor  of  the  laws. 

5th.  Unlimited  development  will  be  given  to  gratuitous  public  instruction,  especially 
the  primary,  with  a  view  to  extend  it  as  far  as  possible  among  the  aboriginal  class, 
which  is  generally  regarded  with  criminal  indifference. 

6th.  Individual  security  will  be  provided  for  by  means  of  a  well-organized  police, 
which  will  efficiently  chastise  malefactors. 

7th.  The  inviolate  rights  of  property  will  be  maintained  against  all  invasions  ema- 
nating from  authorities,  and  these  rights  will  be  considered  as  the  foundation  of  social 
order. 

8th.  The  public  finances  will  be  so  organized  as  to  equalize  the  receipts  with  the 
expenditures,  introducing  a  prudentfieconomy  into  the  latter  by  reducing  tbe  number  of 
employes  to  those  strictly  necessary,  and  exercising  the  severest  vigilance  in  respect 
to  the'officers  who  manage  the  public  funds,  making  them  responsible  for  their  con- 
duct. 

9th.  The  funding  of  the  public  debt  will  be  arranged  upon  just  bases,  and  the  devel- 
opment of  every  kind  of  establishments  of  public  credit  will  be  protected,  in  order  to 
mobilize  the  wealth  of  the  country  and  found  the  national  credit. 

10th.  The  government  ought  not  to  undertake  the  construction  of  public  works ; 
which  will  therefore  be  let  by  auction  to  private  companies  upon  the  most  favorable 
terms  for  the  public  interest,  and  with  the  greatest  possible  economy  for  the  treasury. 

11th.  Immigration  and  public  works  will  be  especially  protected,  by  offering  to  tbe 
companies  formed  for  such  objects  all  the  privileges  compatible  with  the  public  wel- 
fare. 

12th..  The  following  means  will  be  employed  with  the  object  of  converting  theories 
of  democracy  and  popular  sovereignty  into  practical  facts :  Strict  observance  of  law ; 
respectful  support  of  all  legally  constituted  authorities;  submission  to  the  freely  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  majority  ;  condemnation  of  every  maneuver  for  disturbing  pubHc 
order,  for  subverting  our  institutiors,  or  for  overthrowing  the  functionaries  established 
by  law ;  absolute  suppression  of  every  artifice  tending  to  falsify  the  popular  will, 
whether  proceeding  from  the  authorities  or  from  parties,  applying  to  the  delinquents 
the  full  rigor  of  the  law. 

13th.  The  severest  morality  will  be  introduced  into  all  the  branches  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  honesty  and  capacity  will  be  considered  a  requisite  for  appointment  to 
office. 

14th.  Proper  measures  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  independence  of  municipal  bodies. 

I5th.  Freedom  of  commerce  will  be  sought  by  means  of  a  reform  of  oar  financial 
system. 

16th.  The  frontier  States  and  the  peninsula  of  Yucatan  will  receive  a  preferenfc 
attention,  with  the  object  of  hastening  the  termination  of  the  wars  of  races  and  of 
barbarous  Indians,  especially  by  means  of  the  colonization  of  their  deserts. 

17th.  The  faithful  fulfillment  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  reform  will  be  strictly 
insisted  upon,  seeking  in  the  various  practical  cases  the  most  rational  application  and 
that  most  i»  conformity  with  their  spirit  and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 


No.  343. 
ATr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  616.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

Mexico^  August  24,  1872.  (Received  September  7.) 
Sib  :  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  No.  274,  of  the 
6th  instant,  I  have  today  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Lafragua,  of  which 
I  inclose  a  copy,  returning  thanks  in  the  name  t)f  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Mexico  for  its  friendly  action, 
as  exhibited  in  recalling  General  Cortina  from  the  frontier,  and  in  the 
return  of  stolen  cattle  by  General  Geballos  to  their  owners  in  Texas. 
1  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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finclostire  in  "So.  616.] 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  tajragua. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Mexico f  August  24,  1872. 

Sir:  It  is  my  agreeable  duty  to  inform  your  excellency  that  my  Government  has 
received  information  from  Major  T.  M.  Anderson,  one  of  its  miltary  officers  on  the  Rio 
"Grande  frontier,  to  the  effect  that  General  Jos^  Ceballos,  commander  of  the  Mexican 
army  of  operations  in  tha|i  section,  has  returned  to  the  owners  a  drove  of  cattle  which 
had  been  stolen  from  Texas,  and  had  arrested  their  purchasers ;  and,  also,  that  General 
J  nan  N.  Cortina,  whose  conduct  bas  given  rise  to  so  many  remonstrances  from  Ameri- 
can citizens  and  officials,  has  been  relieved  from  duty  and  ordered  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 
Mivjor  Anderson  added  that  the  Mexican  officers  then  in  command  (May  28)  seemed 
anxious  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  all 
depredations  on  American  soil. 

For  these  gratifying  evidences  of  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment and  its  military  officials  I  am  instructed  by  my  Government  to  return  its  sincere 
thanks  to  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  and 
distinguished  consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Ko.  344. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  614.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  August  24, 1872.  (Received  September  7.) 
Sm :  Referring  to  your  No.  272, 1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of 
a  note  which  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Lafragua  upon  the  23d  instant,  request- 
ing the  intervention  of  the  Mexican  government  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  to  their  tribe  in  Arizona  Territory  the  twenty-one  Apache 
children  captured  last  year  at  Camp  Grant. 

In  a  Conference  on  this  subject  Mr.  Lafragua  promised  to  give  this 
matter  his  immediate  attention. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[InoloAore  in  No.  614.] 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Lafragua. 

Legation  of  the  Unffed  States, 
Mexicoy  August  23, 1872. 
Sm:  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington  to  lay  before 
the  government  of  Mexico  the  facts  set  forth  in  an  official  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  relative  to  the  capture  of  a  number  of 
Apache  children  in  Arizona,  in  April  of  last  year,  by  a  combined  party  of  citizens  of 
that  Territory,  Mexicans,  and  Papago*  Indians.  Twenty-one  of  these  children  are 
alleged  to  be  in  the  State  of  Sonora  in  the  hands  of  Mexican  citizens. 

It  being  equally  desirable,  from  motives  of  humanity  not  less  than  as  a  fulfillment  of 
pledges  made  in  the  name  of  my  Government,  that  these  Apache  children  be  restored 
to  their  tribe,  I  earnestly  request  that  your  excellency  will,  as  soon  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, cause  the  proper  metisurcs  to  be  taken  for  that  end. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON^ 
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No.  345. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  617.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  August  24, 1872.  (Received  September  7.) 
Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  to-day  addressed 
to  the  Mexican  government,  demanding,  in  pursuance  of  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  your  Xo.  273,  of  the  1st  instant,  ^he  prompt  return  of 
Abraham  Gonzales,  kidnaped  in  Texas  by  one  Pedro  A.  Valdes,  and 
the  punishment  of  the  perpetrator  of  that  outrage. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Incloeure  in  No.  617.  J 
Mr,  Kelson  to  Mr,  Lafragu<t. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
f  Mexico  J  August  24,  1872. 

Sir  :  The  Government  of  tho  United  States  has  been  informed  by  its  commercial 
agent  at  Piedras  Negras,  in  Coahuila,  that  one  Pedro  A.  Valdes,  caUing  himself  a  col- 
onel, and  understood  to  be  an  officer  in  the  military  service  of  Mexico,  had  organized 
npon  American  soil  a  party  of  men  with  whom  he  invaded  that  State,  having  previously 
kidnaped  in  Texas  one  Abraham  Gonzales,  whom  he  carried  with  him  into  Mexico. 

I  am  instructed  to  lose  no  time  in  laying  this  fact  before  the  government  of  Mexico, 
not  doubting  that  your  excellency  will  cause  the  speedi«»st  mea^sures  to  be  taken  for 
the  release  of  the  said  Gonzalez,  and  for  making  the  kidnaper  Valdes  sensible  of  the 
displeasure  of  his  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect^  yoor  excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

THOMAS  A.  NELSON. 


No.  3'G. 

Mn^  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  633.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  September  13, 1872.    (Received  September  30.) 
Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  addressed  to  Mr. 
Lairagna  on  the  4th  instant,  (A,)  together  with  a  copy  of  the  letter 
therein  alhided  to  from  Dr.  A.  M.  Boyd,  of  Tuxpan,  Mexico,  in  which 
he*  complains  of  excessive  and  illegal  duties  levied  npon  American  col- 
onists in  that  vicinity  upon  the  importation  of  machinery  for  sugar- 
plantations. 
No  reply  has  yet  been  received. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


flDclosnre  A.J 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Lafragua, 

Legation  of  the  Unttrd  States, 
Mexico^  September  4,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Mexican  government,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  A.  M.  Boyd,  one  of  the  American  colonists  at  Tuxpan,  dated 
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the  5th  of  April  last,  in  which  he  states  facts  connected  with  the  progress  of  American 
iniuiigrution  and  enterprise  in  that  region,  which  will,  I  donbt  not,  be  read  with  inter- 
est by  yonr  excellency.  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to 
the  statements  contained  in  this  letter  concerning  the  high  duties  on  machinery  im- 
ported fn»m  the  United  State§  for  the  sugar-plantations  near  Tuxpau,  and  the  depress- 
ing eflVct  of  said  high  duties  upon  that  important  and  rapidly  increasing  branch  of 
industry. 

It  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  me  could  a  remedy  be  found  for  this  impediment  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  American  colony  at  Tuxpan. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


rinclosure  B.I 
Mr.  Boyd  to  Mr,  Kelson, 

Tuxpan,  ApHl  5,  1872. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Again  I  take  the  liberty  to  address  yon  on  a  subject  of  much  impor- 
tance to  our  conutiymen  settled  in  this  valley  as  emigrants. 

For  the  past  three  or  four  years  emigration  to  this  place  has  been  of  little  impor- 
tance, from  the  fact  that  nearly  all  were  poor,  and  consequently  not  able  to  import 
anything  of  importance  into  the  country,  but  now  a  better  class  of  people  and  men  of 
capital  are  coming,  who  desire  to  bring  machinery  and  implements  of  industry,  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivating,  manufacturing,  and  exporting  sugar.  I  am  agent  for  a  large 
manufaetory  of  cane-machinery  in  Bulfalo,  New  York,  also  for  the  only  American  ves- 
sels making  regular  trips  fron/here  to  the  United  States,  and  will  soon  have  another 
and  more  inqmrtaut  and  extensive  agency  for  importing  and  exporting  from  this  port 
to  New  York. 

What  our  people  complain  of  is  the  high  rate  of  duty  collected  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  on  machinery  and  implements  of  industry,  intended  to  advance  the 
agricultural  as  well  as  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country.  A  case  which  I  will 
relate  to  you  will  illustrate  the  fact. 

Judge  M.  Mniison,  of  Houston,  Texas,  some  time  since  purchased  on  the  Tuxpan  River 
a  tract  of  land,  and  shipped  out  a  fine  engine  and  machinery  for  a  sugar-farm;  the 
duties  which  he  paid  to  the  custom-house  were  upwards  of  8400,  the  machinery  being 
seciond-hand.  By  the  last  trip  of  his  schooner  he  sent  out  an  engineer  to  put  the  mill 
up,  and  the  latter  brought  with  him  some  old  tools,  on  which  I  have  paid  a  duty  of  over 
$oO.  This  is  veryd'scouraj^iug  to  emigration  in  a  country  where  there  are  no  facilities 
for  making  implements  of  industry,  and  what  onr  people  desire  is,  through  you  as  min- 
ister, to  lay  the  facts  before  the  proper  authorities,  and  see  if  some  more  liberal  terms 
cannot  be  gi'anted  to  emigrants  who  design  settling  ^nd  engaging  in  the  cultivation  of 
sugar.  On  articles  of  luxury  it  makes  no  dififereuce ;  it  is  only  on  articles  of  prime  ne- 
cessity that  we  ask  the  favor  of  the  government.  The  port  of  Tuxpau  is  destined,  at 
no  distant  day,  to  be  of  importance. 

This  year  not  less  than  JJ()0,000  pounds  of  sugar  will  be  manufactured  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  this  valley,  nearly  all  of  which  must  be  exported;  and  more  than  three  times 
that  quantity  will  be  made  another  year ;  besides  this,  three  large  finns  from  New  York 
are  established  here,  trading  in  the  products  of  the  country  and  exporting  them  to  the 
United  States.  Don  Manuel  G.  Tello,  our  custom-house  collector,  has  shown  me  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Konu-ro,  minister  of  hacienda  of  Mexico,  stating  that  liberal  provisions  were 
pending  before  congi-ess  in  favor  of  emigration.  Mr.  Tello  is  a  gentleman  of  liberal 
and  progressive  iileas,  and  is  doing  all  in  his  power  to  aid  emigration  and  procure,  if 
possibly,  some  easier  and  more  permanent  system  of  procuring  land,  which  is  another 
serious  obstacle,  all  the  available  lands  being  in  the  hands  of  a  company  who  refuse  to 
sell  or  give  any  permanent  guarantee.  Capitalists  are  unwilling  to  invest  their  means 
on  such  lands. 

By  every  mail  I  receive  letters  from  parties  making  inquiry  for  lands  in  the  Tuxpan 
Valley,  to  which  I  can  give  no  ssitisfactory  answer.  These  obstructions  removed,  with 
liberal  emigration  laws,  we  should  have  a  port  second  to  none  in  the  republic  in  a  few 
years. 

By  referring  these  requests  to  Mr.  Romero,  or  to  the  authorities  to  whom  it  properly 
belongs,  you  will  confer  another  solid  favor  on  many  Americans  laboring  under  diffi- 
culties. 

For  many  former  favors  at  your  hands, 
I  am,  &c.,  • 

A.  M.  BOYD. 
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No.  347. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  634. J  LEaATioN  OF  THE  United  States, 

Mexico^  September  14, 1872.    (Received  September  30.) 

Sir  :  Very  few  events  of  importance  have  occurred  during  the  past 
fortnight. 

The  submission  of  Trevifio,  Quiroga,  Guerra,  and  Marquez  is  con- 
firmed. The  attitude  of  Porflrio  Diaz  is  still  undecided.  A  commis- 
sioner from  him  arrived  in  this  city  a  few  days  ago,  and  delivered  to 
President  Lerdo  a  letter  from  Diaz,  in  which  he  ottered  to  accept  the 
situation  on  condition  of  the  restoration  of  the  insurgents  to  their  for- 
mer civil  offices  and  military  rnnk,  and  of  the  postponement  of  the 
presidential  election ;  whfch  proposal  was,  of  course,  declined  by  Mr. 
Lerdo.  The  majority  of  the  former  partisans  of  Mr.  Juarez  in  congress 
will  undoubtedly  give  in  their  adhesion  to  Mr.  Lerdo. 

The  Portiristas,  or  partisans  of  General  Diaz,  will  constitute  the  op- 
position, and  will  endeavor  to  obtain  a  postponement  of  the  presidential 
election,  hoping  thus  to  create  a  better  situation  for  their  candidate. 

The  anniversaries  of  the  battles  of  Churubusco  and  Molino  del  Key 
have,  as  usual,  been  celebrated  with  enthusiasm,  the  President  of  the 
republic  and  his  cabinet  being  present. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  348. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  635.]  .Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  September  14,  1872.     (Received  September  30.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  633,  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
close a  translation  of  a  note  just  received  from  Mr.  Lafragua,  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  4th  instant,  upon  the  complaints  of  the  American  col- 
onists at  Tuxpan. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure.— Translation.] 

Jtfr.  LafragxM  to  Mr.  Nchon, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

MexicOj  Septcmher  12, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  exccllency^s  note  and  annexed  document  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, concerning  the  American  colony  at  Tuxpan,  and  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I 
have  transmitted  copies  to  the  treasury  department,  in  order  that,  after  inquiry,  a 
proper  determination  may  be  taken. 

I  take  pleasure  in  renewing  to  your  excellency  the'  assurance  of  my  high  consid- 
eration. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 

Digitizeci 
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No.  349. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  637.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  September  14,  1872.  (Received  OctoW  1.) 
Sir:  Eeferriug  to  my  No.  617,  of  tbe  24tb  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  a  translation  of  Mr.  Lafragua's  reply,  dated  the  12th  instant,  to 
my  note  requesting  the  Mexican  government  to  take  measures  for  the 
release  of  Abraham  Gonzalez,  and  for  the  punishment  of  his  kidnaper. 
Mr.  Lafragua  states  that  he  has  sent  a  coi)y  of  my  note  to  the  ministry 
of  war,  in  order  that  an  investigation  may  be  made,  the  results  of  which 
he  will  communicate  to  this  legation. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure. —Translation.  ] 

Mr,  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

Department  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  September  12, 1872. 
Sir  :  Having  noted  the  contents  of  your  excellency's  note  of  the  24th  ultimo,  con- 
cerning an  outrage  said  to  have  heen  perpetrated  hy  Colonel  Pedro  Valdez  upon  the 
person  of  Abraham  Gonzalez,  a  resident  of  Texas,  1  have  sent  a  copy  of  •your  excel- 
lency's note  to  the  minister  of  war,  in  order  that  lie  may  direct  an  inquii^-  and  com- 
municate its  results.  As  soon  ns  the  investigation  shall  be  finished,  I  shall  Uave  the 
honor  of  replying  to  your  excellency's  polite  note. 

I  have  the' honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


No.  350. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  639.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mea^icOj  September  16,  1872.    (Received  October  1.) 

Sir  :  In  the  early  part  of  this  yeaY*  a  person  named  Charles  Thiele, 
of  French  birth,  but  claiming  American  citizenship,  addressed  me  sev- 
eral letters  from  Comitan,  Chiapas,  complaining  of  ha\ing  been  im- 
prisoned on  a  charge  of  complicity  with  the  revolution.* 

I  brought  the  case  unofficially  before  the  Mexican  govern^pent,  which 
replied  that  Thiele  was  a  Mexican  citizen  and  had  served  as  such  in  the 
army.  This  reply  I  communicated  to  Thiele  in  March  last,  requesting 
proofs  of  his  American  citizenship.  This  request  I  have  since  repeated, 
but  have  reqeived  no  reply,  although  my  first  letter  to  him  was  printed 
in  English  in  a  Chiapas  paper.  He  wa«  released  from  prison  several 
months  since. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  above  facts, 
inasmuch  as  paragraphs  on  the  subject,  emanating  from  sources  hostile 
to  the  administration,  have  been  widely  published  in  the  American 
newspapers,  charging  this  legation  with  neglecting  the  grievances  of  * 
American  citizens. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON, 
igle 
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No.  351. 
Mr,  Riotte  to  Mr.  Fish. 
;.}  fExtracts.] 

No.  97.]  United  States  Legation, 

"  %  Leon,  January  21,  1872.   »(Ileceived  February  16.) 

Sir  :  ,1  beff  to  ackiiowle(l<2:e  the  receipt  of  circulars  No.  14,  of  Decem- 
ber 7,  and  No.  15y  of  December  15,  and  of  dispatch  No.  65,  of  December 
20,  last. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  advise  you  that  about  two  weeks  ago  the 
agent  of  one  or  more  European  houses,  (Erlanger  is  named,)  of  what 
nationality  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain,  arrived  in  this  city,  and,  after  a 
week's  detention  by  fever,  went  to  Managua.  He  gave  out  that  he  was 
authorized  to  propose  to  the  government  a  renewal  of  the  Prin  contract 
of  1864  and  1865,  in  behalf  of  liis  employers,  for  the  construction  of  an 
interoceanic  railroad  across  this  republic,  from  Monkey  Point,  on  tlie 
Caribbean  Sea,  north  of  Greytown,  to  Jagliey,  on  Corinto  Bay,  and  that, 
as  a  security  for  a  faithful  compliance  with  the  obligations  his  employ- 
ers mighf  contract,  ho  was  prepared  to  deposit  with  the  government  any 
amouyt  asked  for.  If  this  last  offer  showed  me  that  his  employers  were 
fully  aware  of  the  terrible  stress  for  money,  wherein  this  government  is 
staggering  along  from  one  day  to  the  other,  and  of  the  almost  irresistible 
temptation  they  were  holding  out  by  it,  it  not  less  proved  to  me  that 
the  movement  was  one  apt  to  seriously  compromise  the  interests  of  our 
citizens. 

If  I  had  but  the  remotest  assurance  that  Congress  would  be  disposed 
to  make  another  appropriation  for  carrying  out  the  exploration  of  the 
Nicaraguan  Isthmus,  resolved  upon  two  years  ago,  I  think  this  new 
scheme  would  have  very  little  chance  indeed.  But  these  people,  in  their 
eager  expectation,  ay,  agony,  ft^r  the  sight  of  the  United  States  explor- 
ing commission,  have  from  day  to  day,  for  the  last  year,  been  subject  to  a 
most  tantalizing  ordeal,  and  by  this  time  have  pretty  generally  given  up 
looking  to  that  qnarter  for  relief.  I  have  tried  to  keep  up  their  spirits, 
but  the  utter  silence  on  the  subject  in  all  the  public  documents  recently 
presented  to  Congress  has  shaken  my  belief  too.  In  the  correspondence 
likely  to  s#)ring  up  between  this  government  and  myself,  on  Mr.  Car- 
michael  the  said  agent's  ])roposition,  I  am  sure  to  be  met  by  the  argu- 
ment, whether  it  was  reasonable  and  just  that  the  people  and  Uovern- 
'ment  of  the  United  States,  wh^e  they  are  disinclined  to  do  a^iy thing  for 
establishing  an  interoceanic  transit  line  upon  the  only  track  (as  they  are 
firmly  persuaded)  where  it  is  feasible,  should  resist  every  attempt  made 
by  others  to  introduce  an  improvement  which  for  them  is  a  question  of 
life  or  death.  I  myself  am  persuaded  that  the  moment  has  come 
when  the  United  States  will  have  to  make  up  their  mind  and  come  to 
a  final  conclusion  upon  this  Nicaraguan  transit.  I  have  many  indica- 
tions tending  to  show  that  if  our  people  will  not  undertake  it,  then  the 
English  or' Germans  will.  That  some  tidal  *wave  of  abundance  of  funds 
and  furor  for  all  classes  of  great  enterprises,  like  after  the  Crimean  war, 
and  yet  more  fearful,  is  beginning  to  sweep  over  Europe^  Jf  my  Gov- 
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ernment  will  but  notify  me  at  once  that  it  will  soon  send  out  the  explor- 
ing expedition — from  now  till  beginniug  of  September  is  the  most 
favorable  season — it  will  be  considered  here  a  bona  fide  hegmmngj  and  I 
would  fear  no  European  proposals,  be  they  ever  so  favorable. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  N.  EIOTTE. 


No.  352. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Eiotte. 

No.  68.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  22,  1872. 
Sir  .  Eeferring  to  your  dispatch  No.  97,  of  the  21st  ultimo,  on  the 
subject  of  the  exploration  of  the  Nicaraguau  Isthmus,  with  a  view  to 
the  construction  of  an  interoceanic  canal,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  an 
expedition  for  that  purpose  hus  been  ordered  by  this  Government,  and 
that  a  vessel  may  be  expected  in  Nicaragua  in  a  few  weeks,  to  begin 
the  survey.  I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch No.  96,  of  the  11th  ultimo. 
I  am,  &c , 

HAMILTON"  FISH. 


No.  353. 

Mr.  Riotte  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  108.]  United  States  Legation, 

Managua,  April  27, 1872.     (Received  May  31.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  dispatch  No. 
70,  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

The  three  inclosures  will  convey  to  you  the  distressing  news  of  the 
drowning  on  the  12th  instant,  upon  the  bar  of  the  Port  of  San  Juan  del 
Norte,  of  Captain  Alexander  F.  Crosman,  commanding  United  States 
exploring  expedition,  together  with  several  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer 
Kansas,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  notes  exchanged  between  myself  and 
this  government  on  this  sad  occasion.  Complying  with  my  suggestion, 
the  President  at  once  ordered  the  government  flag  to  be  raised  half- 
mast  together  with  mine. 

You  will  notice  that  in  Governor  Urtecho's  report  it  is  at  first  stated 
that  Captain  Crosman  and  ^ven  of  the  crew  were  drowned,  and  after- 
ward, that  the  drowned  amounted  to  seven  in  all.  According  to  private 
letters  to  members  of  t^e  government,  I  trust  I  may  assume  the  smaller 
number  to  be  the  correct  one. 

Till  this  moment  I  am  absolutely  without  any  direct  information  from 
either  the  United  States  commercial  agent  at  San  Juan  del  Norte,  or 
from  any  member  of  the  commission.  Private  letters  say  thai  its  mem- 
bers were  so  disheartened  by  the  terrible  accident  that  tliey  deliberated 
whether  to  return  or  to  go  on,  and  that  they  determined  upon  continu- 
ing, Captain  Hatfield,  of  the  Kansas,  taking  command.         ^  j 
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The  sorrow  not  alone  among  tbe  members  of  the  government,  but 
also  among  the  public  here,  was  sincere,  and  I  was  made  the  recipient  of 
many  visits  of  condolence. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  K  EIOTTE. 


[Inclosare  1  in  No.  108.— Translation.] 
Mr,  Riraa  to  Mr.  Jiivoite, 

The  governor-intendaut  of  San  Juan  del  Norte  has,  on  the  13th  instant,  directed  the 
following  dispatch  to  the  minister  of  interior,  viz: 

"I  hasten  to  communicate  to* you  a  sad  misfortune.  Captain  Crosman,  command- 
ing the  expedition  of  American  engineers,  and  seven  men  more  perished  yesterday 
by  drowning  in  crossing  the  bar  of  this  port,  coming  from  their  ship.  As  soon  as  the 
boat  wherein  they  were  coming  upset,  a  launch  from  the  ship  came  immediately  to 
their  assistance,  which  was  also  swamped,  and  a  third  boat  dispatched  to  the  same  end 
had  the  same  fate.  Yet,  considerably  aided  by  a  boat  sent  off  from  shore,  the  largest 
number  of  the  men  were  saved,  and  but  the  seven  persons  aforementioned  perished, 
whose  bodies,  though,/it  has  as  yet  been  impossible  to  recover. 

'^  Of  the  engineers,  the  chief  only  was  lost,  the  rest  of  the  victims  being  of  the  crew 
of  the  vessel. 

"  So  wretched  is  this  day  the  condition  of  this  port,  which,  barely  ten  years  ago, 
was  one  of  the  safest  in  the  world !" 

In  transmitting  to  Mr.  Riotte  (information  of)  this  misfortune,  which  perchance 
might  retard  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  the  inter-oceanic  canal,  I  beg  him  to  accept 
on  the  part  of  the  President  and  of  the  undersigned  the  expression  of  their  sincere 
sympathy. 

Pnvatrc  letters  state  that  Captain  Chester    Hatfield,  commander  of  the  Kansas, 
appointed  as  the  second  chief  of  the  commission,  has  assumed  its  command,  and  that 
the  work  of  exploration  will  be  continued. 
I  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  RIVAS. 


[Inolosure  2  in  Ko.  108.] 

Mr.  Eiotte  to  Mr.  Bivas, 

United  States  Legation,  Nicaragua, 

Managua^  Apnl  23,  1872. 

At  this  moment  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  esteemed  note  of  this  day,  con- 
taining the  terrible  news  of  the  drowning  on  the  12th  instant,  on  the  bar  of  the  port 
of  San  Juan  del  Norte,  of  Lieutenant -Commander  Alexander  F.  Crosman,  United 
States  Navy,  chief  of  the  United  States  exploring  commission,  and  seven  men. 

I  beg  Mr.  Minister  Rivas  to  convey  to  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  republic, 
and  to  accept  for  himself,  the  thanks  of  the  undersigned  for  the  kind  expression  of 
their  sincere  sympathy. 

I  deem  it  proper  on  this  sad  occasion  to  raise  to-day  the  flag  over  the  legation  at 
half-mast,  and  I  would  venture  to  suggest  to  this  government,  in  token  of  the  public 
sorrow  for  the  untimely  death  of  these  brave  men,  who  perished  on  a  foreign  shore  in 
the  performance  of  a  duty,  the  fruits  whereof  are  destined  to  redound  to  such  eminent 
degree  to  the  benefit  of  this  republic,  to  issue  order  that  the  same  be  done  with  the 
national  flag  before  the  military  quarters.  I  would  also  respectfully  request  that  orders 
be  given  to  the. authorities  at  the  said  port,  iu  combiuation  and  accord  with  the  United 
States  commercial  agent  there,  to  procure  for  the  ly^ies  as  recovered  a  decent  burial 
at  a  proper  place. 

I  avail  myself,  &c.,  &c., 

C.  N.  RIOTTE. 


[Inclosare  3  in  No.  106.— Tranalation.] 
Mr.  Rivas  to  Mr.  Biotte. 

Managua,  April  25, 1872. 
Consequent  to  the  esteemed  dispatch  of  Mr.  Minister  Riotte,  of  the  day  before  yes- 
terday, the  necessary  orders  have  been  issued  to  the  end  that  whenever  the  body  of 
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the  uDfortanate  chief  of  the  exploring  commission,  and  those  of  the  others  drowned, 
<on  the  12th  instant,  on  the  bar  of  San  Juan  del  Norte,  should  be  found,  they  'Shall  be 
properly  buried,  with  all  consideration  due  to  his  rank  and  to  the  circumstances  ondw 
which  they  perished. 

From  the  well-known  good  breeding  and  the  activitjr  of  General  Urtecho,  govemor- 
intendant  at  that  port,  not  less  than  from  the  lively  interest  he  takes  in  a  favorable 
result  of  the  labors  of  the  commission,  the  government  doubts  not  that  said  chief  will 
have  known  to  comply  with  the  sacred  duties  Imposed  upon  him  under  the  lamentable 
circumstances  by  civilization,  as  well  as  by  the  respect  and  consideration  due  by 
Nicaragua  to  the  people  and  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  paying  due 
homage  to  the  remains  of  those  who  died  while  engaged  in  one  of  the  greatest  works 
of  civilization,  the  immense  benefits  wJiereof  must  directly  reap  to  the  people  of  Nica- 
ragua. 

In  transmitting,  &c.,  &c., 

A.  H.  RIVAS. 


No.  354. 

Mr.  Biotte  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

lHo.  111.]  United  States  Legation, 

Managua,  May  10,  1872.  (Received  June  19.) 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  of  advising  you  that  Commander  Chester  Hat- 
field, commanding  United  States  interoceanic  canal  exploring  expedition 
arrived  here  yesterday,  and  is  stopping  with  me  at  the  legation.  To- 
day at  12  o'clock  m.,  by  appointment,  I  presented  him  to  President  Qua- 
dra, who,  together  with  two  of  his  ministers,  received  him  with  the  ut- 
most cordiality,  conversed  with  him  through  my  instrumentality,  for 
over  half  an  hour,  and  sent  this  evening  the  military  band  to  serenade 
him.  I  was  happy  to  learn  from  him  that  the  work  is  going  on  already 
successfully,  one  party  being  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  delta  of  the 
San  Juan  Eiver,  another  upon  the  traject  Sapoa  Eiver^  Salinas  Bay, 

ithe  Belly  line,)  and  a  third  one  upon  Colonel  Childs's  hue,  (Las  lajas- 
Jrito.)    The  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  members  of  the  expedition 
is  excellent,  not  one  of  them  being  so  much  as  unwell. 

Captain  Hatfield  seems  quite  sanguine  of  success  in  finding,  withiti 
the  territory  of  this  republic,  not  only  a  feasible  but  a  good  and  not 
overdifficult  line  for  an  interoceanic  canal. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  N.  RIOTTE. 
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2^o.  355. 

Mr,  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish. 

:No.  5.J  '  United  States  Legation, 

Montevideo^  August  8, 1872.  (Received  September  20.) 
Sir  :  By  your  dispateh  No.  3,  March  8, 1871,  relating  to  Paraguay,  I 
was  directed,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  service,  to  bear  the 
communication  of  President  Grant  to  Asuncion,  and  deliver  it  in 
person  to  the  President  of  Paraguay.  At  the  date  of  the  reception  of 
your  communication,  the  interests  of  the  public  service  would  not  permit, 
30  P  B  o    ' 
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me  to  leave  Montevideo,  as  indicated  by  my  dispatch  No.  4,  dated  May 
8, 1871,  in  which  I  stated  that  I  had  safely  forwarded  the  President's 
communication  to  Asudcion,  accompanied  with  thepromise  to  visit  Pa- 
raguay as  soon  as  my  presence  could  be  spared  from  this  legation.  The 
exigency  of  the  public  service  permitting  it,  July  5, 1  left  Montevideo 
in  file  United  States  steamer  Wasp,  and,  after  a  passage  of  nineteen 
days,  arrived  at  Asuncion.  On  our  upward  transit  we  stopped  at  Co- 
lonia,  Uruguay,  where  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  valuable  prop- 
erty interests,  at  Nueva  Palmira,  Eosario,  Parana,  Rincoa  Loto,  and 
Corrientes,  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  commander  of  the  South  Atlantic 
fleet  and  myself  that  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
requires  an  occasional  visit  by  a  United  States  naval  vessel  at  the  im- 
portant commercial  points  on  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  the  Parana,  and  the 
Paraguay. 

Our  reception  at  Asuncion  was  most  cordial,  even  highly  enthusiastic, 
as  creditable  to  the  people  and  authorities  of  Paraguay  as  honorable  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Calling  on  President  Rivarola, 
I  asked  him  to  consider  the  reception  of  the  communication  of  Presi- 
dent Grant,  forwarded  by  me  from  Montevideo,  by  mail,  some  weeks 
previously,  as  though  borne  by  me  in  person.  To  this  he  signified  his 
assent  in  a  manner  alike  appropriate  and  emphatic.  The  next  day  aft«r 
our  arrival,  the  President,  accompanied  by  his  cabinet,  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  supreme  court,  the  presiding  officers  and  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  other  officials,  visited  me  on 
boai*dthe  Wasp,  and  received  the  customary  naval  salute.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  President  provided  a  special  train  and  he  and  other 
members  of  the  government  earnestly  solicited  me  to  take  a  trip  into  the 
country,  to  the  extent  of  the  Paraguay  Railroad,  forty-five  miles.  This 
invitation  being  tendered  to  me  as  an  agent  of  the  United  States,  it 
was  accepted,  and  the  day  was  consumed  in  viewing  the  rich  and  variefl 
natural  resources  of  the  country  to  the  extent  that  our  transit  would 
allow. 

The  evening  before  our  departure  from  Asuncion  the  President  wished 
to  express  his  si)ecial  regard  to  the  United  States  Government  by 
•giving  its  humble  representative  an  "  official  ball,''  which,  in  its  ap- 
pointments and  methods,  was  as  surprising  to  me  and  the  officers  of  the 
Wasp  as  it  was  unusually  attractive  to  intelligent  gentlemen  of  other 
countries  who  chanced  to  be  in  Asuncion.  The  fiags  of  the  United 
States  and  Paraguay  were  intertwined  in  the  central  positions  of  the 
President's  parlors,  between  those  of  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic. 
During  our  stay  in  Asuncion  everything  possible  was  done  by  the  Par- 
aguay authorities  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  sympathy  of  the 
United  States  in  first  recognizin;^  them  by  a  diplomatic  agent  under 
the  new  form  of  government,  adopted  after  the  fall  of  Lopez.  Words  of 
mine  are  inadequate  to  express  the  intensity  of  the  national  gratitude  and 
hope  which  the  government  and  people  of  this  sadly-afflicted  land  now 
cherish  toward  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  whose 
encouraging  voice  and  example  are  so  valuable  to  tliem.  Within  the 
past  ten  months  very  perceptible  irriprovement  has  been  made  in  Para- 
guay affairs.  Of  the  startling  piece  of  history  which  transpired  be- 
tween 1865  and  1870  I  need  not  speak.  In  that  terrible  struggle  it  is 
supposed  that  nearly  four  hundred  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Par- 
aguay perished,  and  the  country  was  stripped  and  desolated  to  an  ex- 
tent that  nothing  in  the  century  bears  a  parallel.  But  the  soil  and 
climate  are  so  favorable,  that  one  year's  productions  have  supplied  a 
large  proportion  of  the  necessities  of  food.    It  is  expected  that  the 
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present  year  will  double  the  products  of  1870,  and  thus  fully  supply  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  population. 

The  national  feeling  is  still  strong,  though  emphatically  adverse  to 
its  former  methods  of  government  It  has  adopted  a  constitution 
highly  liberal  and  republican,  drawn  largely  from  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  from  several  of  our  State  constitutions.  Its  leading  men 
'  are  comparatively  young,  a  fair  proportion  of  them  intelligent,  and  quite 
a  number  of  them  of  European  education,  though  natives  of  Paraguay. 
They  have  cast  aside  the  showy  forms  and  gilt  emblems  which  too 
much  prevail  in  South  American  countries,  and  are  earnestly  solicitous 
to  adopt  the  methods  and  simple  governmental  forms  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  established  the  Maasaehusetts  school-system,  with 
a  compulsory  law  for  the  attendance  at  school  of  all  children  between 
the  ages  of  live  and  twelve  years. 

But  one  fear  heavily  weighs  upon  them,  and  makes  their  future  cloudy — 
the  fear  that  the  'engagements  and  policy  of  the  allies  are  hostile  to  Pa- 
raguayan nationality.  The  allies  made  war  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
overthrowing  Lopez,  and  not  for  the  destruction  of  the  Paraguayan 
people  and  nationality.  Their  avowed  object  has  been  accomplished. 
The  Lopez  despotism  is  no  more.  Its  military  armament  is  totally  de- 
stroyed ;  its  fleet  and  arsenals  seized  or  blown  up ;  its  fortifications  have 
been  demolished ;  its  eight  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  have  been  entirely 
taken  from  the  country,  leaving  Paraguay  not  even  enough  to  fire  a 
national  salute.  Its  towns  were  sacked,  and  nearly  all  movable  property 
taken.  Paraguay  is  powerless  for  attack  or  defense.  In  her  new  con- 
stitution it  is  expressly  stipulated  that  its  rivers  shall  hereafter  be  free, 
thus  putting  an  end  to  the  controversy  which  was  one  of  the  ostensible 
reasons  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  allies. 

,  The  allies  have  still  on  its  territory  a  force  of  about  four  thousand 
troops,  and  Brazil  has  a  fleet  of  ten  or  twelve  war- vessels  in  its  harbors. 
So  completely  was  government  and  society  disrupted  by  the  war, 
that  it  was  doubtless  wise  that  for  a  time  the  allies  should  retain  a 
military  force  in  the  country.  But  the  period  is  not  distant  when  this 
foreign  occupancy  should  cease.  The  final  treaty  of  peace  ha«  not  been 
signed,  nor  does  Paraguay  yet  know  to  what  terms  she  is  to  be  asked  to 
submit.  But  in  addition  to  what  she  has  suffered  from  the  cruel  des- 
potism of  Lopez  and  the  overwhelming  force  of  his  enemies,  she  fears 
that  her  territory  is  to  be  curtailed,  and  the  war-debt  of  the  allies,  nearly 
four  hundred  millions  of  gold  dollars — far  more  than  the  entire  country  is 
worth — to  be  saddled  upon  her.  Perhaps  some  of  her  fears  are  ground- 
less. But  the  people  and  government  of  Paraguay  think  they  have  just 
reasons  for  their  apprehensions.  In  two  confidential  interviews  with 
me,  the  President  expressed  his  fears,  and  asserted  the  great  value  of 
the  moral  8upi)ort  of  the  United  States  Government,  and,  through  me, 
solicited  the  friendly  offices  of  President  Grant  in  behalf  of  the  republic 
of  Paraguay.  Carefully  avoiding  the  expression  of  opinions  and  remarks 
which  could  in  any  wayjbe  construed  as  at  variance  with  the  long-es- 
tablished i)oliey  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to  the  affairs  of  other 
countries,  I  so  far  responded  to  his  wishes  as  to  agree  to  communicate 
his  request  to  President  Grant,  for  his  friendly  offices  with  the  Brazil 
and  the  Argentine  governments.'  I  assured  President  Eivarola  that  I 
would  confidentially  bear  his  request  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  so  much  as  is  contained  in  the  following  terms: 

The  PreHident  of  the  repnblic  of  Faraway  asks  the  President  of  the  Uuited  States 
to  solicit  the  govern iiieiits  of  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic  to  be  liberal  in 
its  treaties  and  policy  in  respect  to  the  nationality  and  territory  of  the  republic  ft 
Paraguay.  j,giti,ed  by  GoOg  Ic 
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I  consented  to  be  the  medium  of  no  request  other  than  expressed  in  the 
aboTe  general  terms.  Indeed,  the  Paraguayan  President  expects  none 
other  than  this  moral  encouragement  from  the  United  States,  and  he 
believes  that  it  will  be  effective  if  given  in  the  above  form  without 
delay. 

Brazil  has  already  far  more  territory  and  resources  than  she  is  likely 
to  improve  for  several  centuries  to  come,  and  the  Argentine  Eepublic  is 
likely  to  have  enough  within  its  present  boundaries  to  employ  its  ener- 
gies for  a  long  period  in  the  future.  It  cannot  be  inimical  to  the  welfare 
of  those  nations  to  allow  the  Paraguay  survivors  their  own  territory  as 
the  field  for  the  reconstruction  of  Paraguayan  nationality. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the  opinion  that  now  is  a  very  auspicious 
time  for  President  Grant  to  perform  the  friendly  office  for  Paraguay 
which  she  solicits.  Seiior  Parahos,  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  statesman 
of  Brazil,  is  now  at  the  head  of  foreign  affairs,  having  recently  returned 
to  that  position  which  he  occupied  when  Brazil  gracefully  changed  its 
position  in  respect  to  the  passage  of  a  United  States  war- vessel  and 
minister  through  the  "  allied  lines,"  his  predecessor  having  maintained 
an  unfriendly  attitude,  while  Paranbos  assented  to  the  views  of  Secretary 
Seward.  There  are  reasons  to  believe  that  Paranhos  is  more  wisely  dis- 
posed toward  Paraguay  than  other  of  the  monarchical  statesmen  of 
Brazil,  and  there  are  equally  strong  reasons  for  the  opinion  that  the 
present  executive  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  who  looks  to  the  United 
States  as  his  model  in  all  things,  would  favorably  receive  a  solicitation 
from  President  Grant  in  behalf  of  Paraguay.  Whatever  is  to  be  done 
in  the  premises,  if  anything,  must  be  done  at  once,  or  it  may  be  too  late. 

Believing  that  an  earnest  word  from  the  President  in*^  behalf  of  a 
weak  and  struggling  people  will  be  courteously  received  by  the  Bra- 
zilian andArgentine  governments,  and  perhaps  proof  effective  to  the 
end  desired,  I  hope  not  to  have  gone  beyond  the  limits  of  propriety  in 
the  expression  of  views  in  the  terms  of  this  communication. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  STEVENS. 


No.  356. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Stevens. 

No.  5.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  5, 1871. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch,  No.  6,  of  the  8th  of  August  last, 
and  have  read  with  much  interest  the  gratifying  statement  which  it 
contains  of  the  political  prospects  of  a  sister  republic.  The  wish  of  the 
President  for  the  future  of  Paraguay^  and  thaf  the  exactions  of  the  gov- 
ernments of  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  republic  in  respect  to  her  na- 
tionality and  territory  may  be  moderate,  will  be  informally  communicated 
to  the  representatives  of  those  powers. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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No.  357. 

Mr.  Settle  to  Mr.  Msh. 

No.  11.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  Peru,  September  22, 1871.     (Received  October  14.) 

Sib:  I  have  had  occasion  in  a  former  dispatch  to  speak  in  high  terms 
of  President  Balta.  He  has  recently  given  additional  evidence  of  his 
patriotism  and  earnest  desire  to  maintain  law  and  order  in  Peru.  I  am 
credibly  informed  that,  during  the  past  week,  he  requested  an  inter- 
view with  the  three  most  prominent  of  the  five  presidential  candidates, 
and  it  is  understood  that,  in  response  to  his  appeals,  a  compromise  was 
effected  by  which  two  of  the  candidates  are  to  withdraw  from  the  con- 
test, thus  securing  a  peaceable  election,  to  be  followed  by  a  peaceable 
administration  for  the  next  four  years.  This  solution  of  the  presidential 
difficulty  is  highly  creditable  to  all  concerned.  In  Arequipa  there  have 
been  riots  between  the  partisans  of  Echenique  and  Ureta,  which  resulted 
in  bloodshed ;  but  by  this  happy  arrangement  all  parties  will  be  united, 
and  every  one  reassured  of  the  stability  of  the  government. 

In  Lima  it  is  believed  that  the  compromise  (the  basis  of  which  has 
been  arranged)  will  result  in  the  election  of  Manuel  Pardo,  who,  without 
intending  any  disparagement  of  the  other  candidates,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  pronouncing  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  Peru.  He  is  a  man  of 
liberal  comprehensive  views,  and  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  internal 
improvements. 

President  Balta's  term  does  not  expire  until  July,  1872.    I  believe 
that  it  is  now  his  highest  ambition  to  pass  the  government  over  to  his 
successor  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  SETTLE. 


No.  358. 

Mr.  SeUle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  14.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Peru,  October  12, 1871.    (Received  October  30.) 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  by  the  last  mail  that  President 
Balta  had  taken  steps  to  induce  the  three  most  prominent  candidates 
for  the  presidency  to  come  to  some  arrangement,  by  which  the  country 
might  be  saved  from  the  disgraceful  scenes  which  usually  attend  elec- 
tions in  Peru. 

I  regret  that  I  now  have  to  inform  you  that  his  negotiations  serveU 
no  useful  purpose  other  than  merely  quieting  the  public  mind  for  a  few 
weeks,  and  that  there  is  now  a  very  general  belief  that  the  election 
which  takes  place  on  Sunday,  the  15th  instant,  will  be  conducted  in  a 
very  riotous  manner.  The  system  of  opening  the  polls  seems  to  me  to 
be  the  best-devised  scheme  to  provoke  a  riot  that  could  be  imagined,    i 
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The  judges  of  the  previous  elections  open  the  polls  for  a  short  time, 
(half  an  hour,  I  understand,)  and  then  a  count  is  made,  and  the  friends 
of  the  successful  candidate  at  the  primary  election  become  the  judges 
of  the  general  election.  Of  course  not  one  in  fifty  of  the  voters  can  deposit 
their  ballots  in  half  an  hour,  and  as  each  party  deems  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  secure  judges  favorable  to  its  own  views,  there  is  a  great 
rush  for  the  tables  at  these  primary  elections,  which,  naturally  enough 
and  usually,  results  in  a  general  street  fight.  At  present  I  apprehend 
nothing  more  than  street-fighting  between  the  supporters  of  the  differ- 
ent candidates.  *I  do. not  believe  there  is  any  disposition  to  revo- 
lutionize the  government  while  President  Balta's  term  continues.  But 
there  is  evidently  great  excitement,  and  all  parties  are  well  armed  with 
revolvers;  and  if  the  military  should  be  called  in  to  quell  a  riot^  it  may 
be  denounced  as  an  interference  in  the  election,  and  even  lead  to  a  rev- 
olution in  the  government.  I  shall  be  most  agreeably  disappointed  if 
the  next  week  passes  without  serious  trouble. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  SETTLE. 


No.  359. 

Mr.  Settle  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract] 
No.  15.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Idma,  PerUy  October  20, 1871.  (Received  November  18.) 
Sir  :  As  was  anticipated,  the  election  for  President,  which  commenced 
on  the  15th  instant,  was  opened  in  a  riotous  manner.  The  supporters 
of  Pardo  surrounded  the  tables  at  a  very  early  hour,  and  when  the 
friends  of  Echenique  approached  a  general  firing  with  revolvers  from 
both  sides  took  place,  in  which  several  were  killed  and  many  wounded. 
It  soon  became  apparent,  however,  that  the  friends  of  Pardo  had  the 
advantage,  and  the  Echenique  party  retired.  The  polls  for  the  momen- 
tary election  (as  it  is  called)  were  kept  open  until  2  o'clock  on  Sunday 
for  judges  of  the  piermanent  election.  On  Monday  the  newly-elected 
judges,  all  of  whom  were  supporters  of  Pardo,  organized  and  received 
from  the  government  the  books  of  registration,  and  proceeded  to  re- 
ceive votes. 

The  election  continues  for  one  week.  On  Tuesday  the  friends  of 
Ureta  opened  tables  on  their  own  account,  and  were  proceeding  to  take 
votes  when  the  friends  of  Pardo  assaulted  and  dispersed  them  and  de- 
stroyed their  tables.  This  led  to  a  proclamation  from  the  government, 
in  which  it  was  declared  that  any  party  might  erect  tables  and  receive 
votes,  and  that  they  should  be  protected  by  the  military.  So  that  we 
now  have  tables  for  each  candidate,  and  doubtless  it  will  be  claimed 
that  five  different  electoral  colleges  have  been  chosen,  who  in  their 
turn  will  probably  choose  five  different  perwsons  for  President.  This 
will  carry  the  election  to  congress,  which  does  not  assemble  until  the 
28th  of  July,  1872.  But  as  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  next  con- 
gress are  also  chosen  for  six  years  by  these  same  electoral  colleges,  it  is 
probable  that  five  sets  of  congressmen  will  present  credentials,  and  it 
may  be  that  Lima  will  lose  her  representation  altogether,  as  she  has  for 
many  years,  on  account  of  her  elections  having  been  declared  null  and 
void  by  congress.  -  <^ 
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The  same  disorders  attended  the  elections  in  Callao,  and,  as  I  learn 
in  many  other  parts  of  the  country. 

I  think  there  were  some  fift;een  or  twenty  persons  killed  in  Lima  and 
Callao,  fkVkd  many  more  wounded.  Fortunately  the  rioting  was  confined 
principally  to  the  supporters  of  Pardo  and  Echinique,  and  did  not  re- 
sult in  violence  to  foreigners  or  others  who  remained  away  from  the 
scenes  of  action.  The  places  heard  from  indicate  a  majority  for  Pardo. 
At  this  time  everything  is  quiet,  and  the  different  partisans  will  pro- 
<5eed  with  their  respective  elections  until  next  Sunday,  when  the  polls 
will  be  closed. 

It  is  not  probable  that  any  further  disturbances  will  take  place  until 
after  the  action  of  congress  next  August.  *  *  ♦ 

I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  SETTLE. 


No.  360. 


Mr.  Settle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  16.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Linia^  Feru,  November  13, 1871.    (Received  December  15.) 

Sib  :  Since  my  last  dispatch,  No.  15,  dated  the  20th  ultimo,  several 
new  phases  of  the  political  problem  in  Peru  have  appeared.  On  the  3d 
instant  the  President  issued  an  address  to  the  nation,  stating  that  the 
disorders  attendant  upon  the  elections  gave  rise  to  a  well-grounded  fear 
that  the  contest  would  continue  to  be  subversive  of  peace  and  good- 
order,  and  strongly  recommending  the  electoral  colleges  to  leave  all  pre- 
conceived prejudices  upon  one  side,  and  cast  their  votes  for  a  new  candi- 
date, of  whose  honesty  and  ability  the  government  was  satisfied. 

The  President  then  proceeded  to  name  Doctor  Antonio  Arenas,  a 
prominent  lawyer  and  statesman,  in  this  capacity.  Thece  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  interests  of  Doctor  Arenas  are  identical  with  those  of 
General  Echenique,  since  the  latter  immediately  published  a  manifesto, 
resigning  all  of  his  claims  to  the  presidency  iu  favor  of  Doctor  Arenas. 
In  this  view,  the  partisans  of  Messrs.  Ureta  and  Pardo  are  loud  in  their 
protestations  against  the  action  of  the  government  in  proclaiming  an 
oflBcial  candidate,  and  lending  its  force  toward  his  election,  while  their 
«fibrts  in  favor  of  their  respective  favorites  are  apparently  redoubled. 

The  question  presents  a  more  unfavorable  aspect  than  before,  since 
now  the  government  has  openly  assumed  a  leading  part  in  thcJ  contest. 
Congress,  as  I  remarked  in  the  dispatch  already  alluded  to,  will  doubt- 
less be  the  arbitrator,  if  arms  are  not  appealed  to  before  the  meeting  of 
that  body,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  form  any  speculation  as  to  the 
result  i  greatly  fear  that  the  present  threatening  appearances  will  lead 
to  serious  difficulty. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  SETTLE. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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i^O.  361. 

Mr.  Settle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  17.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limay  Peru^  November  20, 1871.  (Received  November  20.) 
Sir  :  Since  my  last  dispatch.  No.  16,  the  only  event  that  has  occurred 
here  possessing  political  importance  was  the  meeting  of  the  electoral 
colleges  on  the  17th  instant.  As  each  candidate  was  supported  by  a 
distinct  college,  no  result  was  arrived  at  that  might  have  been  considered 
definitive,  and  the  decision  as  to  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  will  be 
made  by  the  congress  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Pardo,  one  of  the  presidential  candidates,  was  chosen  as  an  elector, 
and  also  as  a  deputy  from  Lima  to  congress. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  SETTLE. 


No.  362. 

Mr.  Breiit  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  22.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Liniaj  Peru,  December  13, 1871.  (Received  January  15.) 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  translation  of 
a  letter  from  General  Echenique,  addressed  to  an  elector  of  the  republic, 
and  published  by  the  newspaper  El  Coraercio.  Its  authenticity  is  un- 
doubted. This  is  the  only  event  of  political  importance  that  has  taken 
place  since  my  last  dispatches  of  November  28,  and  the  revelation  of 
General  Echenique's  true  position  with  the  government  has  very  con- 
siderably contributed  to  the  probabilities  of  Mr.  Pardo's  success. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  M.  BRENT. 
ChargS  d' Affaires  ad  int. 


flDcIosare. — Translation.] 

POLITICS  UNMASKED. 

Lima,  November  7, 1871. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  The  government,  aware  of  the  dangers  now  threatening  us,  has  de- 
termined, with  my  approbation,  to  propose  as  an  official  candidate  Doctor  Antonio 
Arenas,  who  may  be  considered  as  myself.  Relinquishing  my  personal  pretensions, 
and  perceiving  that  this  is  the  only  means  of  securing  the  triumph  of  our  cause,  I 
sacrince  my  name  thereto. 

All  the  authorities  have  been  ordered  by  the  government  to  insure  the  victory  of  the 
new  candidate,  and  I  rely  upon  you,  without  loss  of  time,  to  enter  into  an  understand- 
ing with  the  governor  of  your  department,  in  order  to  commence  your  important 
efforts  toward  the  furtherance  of  our  principles. 

JOSfi  RUFINO  ECHENIQUE. 

[Note  by  the  Editors. — The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  our  possession,  but  we 
deem  it  prudent  not  to  publish  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  lest 
he  might  incur  the  anger  of  the  government  officers.] 
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No.  363. 

Mr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  32.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Idmay  Peru  J  March  12, 1872.    (Received  April  2.) 

Sir:  During  the  past  month  the  political  situation  in  Peru  has 
materially  changed.  Don  Manuel  Pardo,  a  short  time  since  apparent- 
ly the  most  powerful  of  the  presidential  candidates,  is  now  eclipsed  by 
the  favorite  of  the  government.  Doctor  Aj^enas.  This  is  due  to  three 
causes :  first,  the  active  interference  of  the  government  agents  through- 
out the  country  in  Doctor  Arenas's  behalf ;  second,  the  establishment  of 
the  new  national  bank  of  Peru  by  Messrs.  Dreyfus  Brothers ;  and,  third, 
to  the  change  from  viva-voce  voting  to  balloting,  adopted  by  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  congress  in  the  election  of  senators  and  representatives 
for  the  legislature  of  July  next. 

Messrs.  Dreyfus  &  Co.,  it  will  be  remembered,  are  the  financial  agents 
of  the  government,  and  even  now  have  almost  entirely  monopolized  the 
export  and  sale  of  guano.  The  interests  of  the  government  are  there- 
fore identified  with  their  House,  and  Pardo  was  the  chief  of  the  oppo- 
nents to  Dreyfus  in  the  guano  contract.  In  the  bank  referred  to  the 
government  appears  as  a  shareholder  for  two  millions  of  soles,  Dreyfus 
taking  four  millions.  Eight  millions  of  stock  were  offered  to  the  public, 
and  in  Lima  alone,  in  ten  days,  more  than  twenty  millions  were  sub- 
scribed for.  This  clearly  shows  the  desire  of  the  people  for  a  continu- 
ance of  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  the  government  thus  possesses  an  ai;m 
against  which  it  is  thought  Mr.  Pardo's  most  vigorous  efforts  will  fail. 

The  question  of  balloting  has  proved  that  some  of  the  members  of  the 
X)erraanent  committee  have  thought  proper  to  change  positions,  and 
wish  to  conceal  their  present  sympathies. 

The  senators  ^nd  representatives  now  to  be  selected  choose,  in  their 
turn,  the  President  of  the  republic  at  the  next  session  of  congress. 

As  nearly  every  district  in  Peru  is  contested,  it  is  not  difficult  to  fore- 
see that  the  supporters  of  the  government  will  be  qualified. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  add,  however,  that  the  republic  is  at  perfect 
peace,  and  that,  at  present,  no  fears  of  revolution  are  entertained. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  M.  BRENT, 
Chargd  d^ Affaires  ad  int. 


No.  364. 

Mr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  37.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Feru^  Jmie  6,  1872.    (Received  July  3.) 

Sir  :  As  was  expected,  the  election  of  the  President  of  Peru  will 
have  to  be  decided  by  congress. 

The  electoral  returns  sent  in  to  the  standing  committee  of  congresa 
are  most  conflicting,  each  candidate  having  his  own  electors  in  every 
city  and  village  in  the  country.  Hence,  in  the  preliminary  meetings  of 
congress,  about  the  15th  of  next  month,  special  committees  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  determine  regarding  the  relative  legality  of  the  returns  and 
declare  the  victor.    But  it  is  surmised  that  the  legislature  will,  in  view 
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of  the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  resolve  to  consider  the  elections  as 
null  and  void,  and  call  for  others.  In  this  case  a  provisional  president 
would  be  named  by  congress,  some  person,  in  all  probability,  friendly  to 
the  present  administration.  Mr.  Pardo's  adherents  threaten  revolution 
in  this  event,  but  the  government  is  too  powerful  to  be  overcome.  The 
ranks  of  the  army  are  full ;  the  regiments  are  officered  by  President 
Balta's  prot^g^s,  and,  more  than  all,  the  popular  feeling  is  opposed  to 
any  departure  from  the  actual  state  of  prosperity  and  s^vancement.  1 
venture  to  predict  that  if  any  revolt  is  attempted  it  will  speedily  be 
suppressed. 

The  railways  and  other  public  works  inaugurated  by  Colonel  Balta 
are  proceeding  rapidly  toward  completion.  A  large  loan  has  recently 
been  negotiated  by  the  government  in  the  London  money  market,  on 
rather  advantageous  terms,  the  minister  of  finance  endeavoring  to 
imitate  the  example  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  funding 
some  of  the  former  debts  of  the  republic,  and  in  establishing  a  uniform 
rat^  of  interest  on  the  others. 

The  country  is  now  at  perfect  peace,  and  it  certainly  would  appear 
that  a  continuance  of  tranquillity  is  the  will  of  the  majority  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

I  have,  &e., 

H.  M.  BRENT, 
Charg6  W  Affaires  ad  int. 


No.  365. 

Mr.  Thomas  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  2.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  FerUj  July  26, 1872.    (Received  September  16.) 

Sib  :  A  brief  and  succinct  narrative  of  the  very  important  events 
which  have  occurred  in  Peru  since  the  22d  instant  will  be  interesting 
to  the  Department,  and  becomes  the  duty  of  this  legation  to  transmit 

In  Mr.  Brent's  dispatch.  No.  37,  dated  the  6th  of  June  last,  it  was 
stated  that  the  intricate  election  returns  from  throughout  this  republic, 
tending  toward  the  selection  of  a  President,  would  have  to  be  decided 
by  the  congress  assembling  in  Lima,  on  the  15th  of  the  present  month, 
in  preliminary  session.  The  candidates  were  Dr.  Arenas,  the  favorite 
of  the  government  of  President  Balta,  and  Mr.  Manuel  Pardo,  the 
champion  of  the  opposition.  It  appears  that  the  influence  of  the  ad- 
ministration was  not  so  great  as  President  Balta  had  imagined,  and  on 
the  assembling  of  congress  and  discovery  that  the  majority  of  that 
body  were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Pardo,  he  determined  to  abandon  all  of  the 
proposed  plans  toward  annulling  the  elections,  calling  for  others,  and 
meanwhile  appointing  a  provisional  president,  and  instead,  desirous  of 
preserving  tranquillity  and  the  progressive  movement  of  the  republic, 
resolved  to  quietly  resign  the  reins  of  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
legitimate  successor  to  the  presidency,  to  be  declared,  on  the  28th  of 
July,  by  congress  assembled.  But  to  this  General  Gutierrez,  his  minis- 
ter of  war,  refused  to  consent,  and,  finding  Colonel  Balta  inflexible  in 
his  resolve,  suddenly  took  the  President  prisoner,  sent  him  to  a  military 
barracks,  and  declared  himself  supreme  chief  of  Peru.  His  secretary 
in  chief,  Dr.  Casos,  sent  me  a  circular  note,  (inclosure  No.  1,)  to  which  I 
replied,  (inclosure  No.  2.)  *  *  Congress  was  dispersed  by  the  new  chief- 
tain at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  after  the  members,  irrespective  of 
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party,  had  signed  a  protest  declaring  Gutierrez  and  his  advisers  out- 
laws and  liable  to  any  extreme  punishment.  The  diplomatic  corps 
called  together  the  dean,  the  papal  delegate,  and  agreed,  in  the  protocol, 
that  they  only  recognized  General  Gutierrez  as  a  ^  foLcto  ruler,  and 
simply  that  with  the  object  of  securing  some  protection  for  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  under  their  respective  charge. 
The  army  appeared  in  a  measure  faithful  to  Gutierrez,  but  some  revolts 
have  occurred  up  to  the  present  time,  (July  25,)  which  have  given  rise 
to  serious  alarm  in  the  ranks  of  the  new  direction  of  public  affairs. 
Mr.  Pardo  and  other  prominent  citizens  sought  refuge  in  different  lega- 
tion, or  on  board  of  some  of  the  Peruvian  vessels  of  war.  The  navy 
en  masse  refuse  allegiance  to  General  Gutierrez.  The  popular  opinion 
is  certainly  opposed  to  this  usurpation  of  the  government. 

While  writing  this  sentence,  the  news  reached  me  that  President 
Balta,  in  his  prison,  was  assassinated  at  12  o'clock  to-day  (the  26th)  by 
order  of  Gutierrez,  the  dictator.  This  act,  it  is  supposed,  was  induced 
by  the  shooting  of  a  brother  of  Gutierrez  by  the  people  this  inorning- 
Popular  indignation  immediately  rose  to  a  great  degree  of  intensity.  The 
dictator,  seeing  his  few  friends  forsake  him^  took  refuge  with  a  few  sol- 
diers in  the  fort  of  Santa  Catalina,  within  the  city  limits.  Colonel 
Herencia  Zevallos,  the  first  vice-president  under  the  Balta  administra- 
tion, immediately  entered  the  government  house,  and  assumed  command 
of  the  republic.  He  will  call  congress  to  again  convene,  the  inspection 
of  electors  will  continue,  and  Mr.  Pardo,  now  without  an  opponent,  will 
be  proclaimed  President  by  that  body.  On  the  2d  of  August  or  there- 
abouts. Colonel  Zevallos  resigns  the  reins  of  office  into  the  hands  of 
Pardo.  The  condition  of  affairs  was  rapidly  improving;  the  people, 
although  without  arms,  were  determined  to  crush  out  an  odious  despot- 
ism, and  to  assert  their  liberties  and  rights.  No  other  cry  was  heard 
but  that  of  "  Viva  Pardo,  the  defender  of  the  people."  At  about  9 
o'clock  the  same  evening,  Gutierrez,  convinced  of  the  hopelessness  of  his 
cause,  endeavored  to  escape  from  Santa  Catalina,  but  was  discovered 
by  the  people,  slain,  and  mutilated  in  a  terrible  manner.  His  naked 
body  and  that  of  his  brother  were  suspended  from  the  high  towers  of 
the  .great  cathedral,  as  a  witness  to  the  popular  power. 

Immediately  after  this  occurrence,  and  the  enemies  of  peace  were 
routed,  i>erfect  order  was  restored,  the  people  retiring  to  their  homes, 
confident  that  from  the  utility  of  the  lesson  given  to  aspiring  men,  their 
constitutional  guarantees  would  be  strictly  observed.  This  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  end  of  military  rule  in  Peru,  and  admiration  must  cer- 
tainly be  conceded  to  a  people  who  rise  en  masse  to  overthrow  tyranny, 
restore  the  legal  institutions  of  the  country,  and  then  quietly  disperse 
to  their  occupations. 

I  trust  my  position  in  this  matter  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  ray 
Government. 

I  have,  &c., 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 


[luclosnre  1  in  No.  2. — TranslatioD.J 

Mr,  Casos  to  Mr.  Thomas. 

[Circular  to  the  diplomatic  corps  resident  in  Lima.] 

General  Office  of  His  Excellency  the  Supreme  Chief  of  the  Republic, 

Uma,  July  23,  1872. 
Mr.  Minister  :  On  yesterday,  General  Thomas  Gutierrez,  moved  by  the  impulse  of 
patriotism  and  in  accordance  with  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  people,  deemed  it  to  be 

o 
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his  bounden  duty  to  inaugurate  the  new  political  situation  of  the  republic.  In  this 
arduous  and  difficult  task  the  supreme  chief  is  aided  by  the  army,  the  navy,  and  those 
citizens  desirous  of  the  good  of  the  country  based  on  morality,  economy,  and  correct 
administration.  Therefore  your  excellency  will  percefve,  from  the  inclosed  proclama- 
tion, that  his  excellency  General  Gutierrez  has  assumed  the  supreme  command  of  the 
republic,  with  the  title  of  supreme  chief. 

His  excellency  hopes  to  cultivate  with  your  Government  the  most  perfect  friendship 
and  consideration ;  he  hopes  to  again  assert  that  good  faith  which  Peru  has  always 
demonstrated  toward  foreign  nations,  and  he  flatters  himself  that,  in  this  task,  he  will 
be  aided  by  your  powerful  co-operation. 

As  far  as  relates  to  myself,  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Minister,  I  will  always  be  most 
happy  to  serve  you,  either  officially  or  extra  officially,  whenever  your  excellency  has 
occasion  to  address  the  new  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

F.  CASOS. 


\  [IiicloBure  2  in  Xo.  2.] 

k  Mi\  Thomas  io  Mr.  Caaos. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Peru,  July  25, 1872. 
The  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  had  the  honor  of  receiving  a  circu- 
lar addressed  to  the  diplomatic  corps  resident  in  Lima,  by  Doctor  Cases,  Secretario- 
General  de  la  S.  E.  el  Jefe  Supremo  de  la  Republica,  in  which  the  minister  is  informed 
that  his  excellency  General  Thomas  Gutierrez,  on  the  23d  instant,  assumed  the  chief 
command  of  the  republic,  with  the  title  of  supreme  chief. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  well  known  in  changes  of  this 
nature,  and  the  minister  finds  himself  obliged  to  place  the  circumstances  before  his 
Government  in  Washington,  and  to  await  instructions  from  thence  before  he  can  offi- 
cially recognize  the  new  condition  of  affairs  in  Peru. 
The  minister  begs  to  assure  Dr.  Cases,  &c.     . 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 


No.  36G. 

Mr.  Thomas  to  Mr.  Fish, 

Ho.  4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Aug\ist  20, 1872.    (Received  September  18.) 

Sib  :  During  the  disturbances  in  Callao,  on  the  25th  of  July  last,  while 
Gutierrez  was  endeavoring  to  maintain  his  dictatorial  power,  the  Amer- 
ican consulate  was  wantonly  fired  into  by  troops  engaged  in  his  cause, 
and  American  officers  proceeding  to  their  boats  were  made  the  objects 
of  an  equally  unprovoked  attack. 

In  reply  to  an  energetic  remonstrance  and  request  for  explanationa 
which  I  addressed  to  this  government,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
lost  no  time  in  assuring  me  that  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  trial  and  summary  punishment,  and  that  his  govern- 
ment sincerely  deplored  these  outrages  perpetrated  in  the  abnormal 
period  by  some  evilly-disposed  persons,  but  that  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment did  not  consider  itself  responsible  for  such  acts  committed  at  such 
a  time. 

In  my  reply  to  the  minister,  after  thanking  him  for  the  readiness  of 
his  government  to  submit  the  culpable  persons  to  the  action  of  the  law^ 
and  to  subsequent  punishment,  I  took  occasion  to  inform  him  that  I 
distinctly  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  and  that  I  hold  the  Peruvian 
nation  responsible  for  any  such  outrages  committed  by  the  officers  of 
a  ds  facto  government,  or  by  their  orders.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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At  the  same  time,  however,  I  remarked  to  the  minister  that  I  saw  no 
necessity  at  this  immediate  moment  for  entering  into  a  discussion  on 
this  point. 

I  have,  &c., 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 


No.  367. 
Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Thomas. 

No.  8.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  26,  1872. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  2,  under  date  of  July  26,  relating  to  recent 
l>olitical  disturbances  in  Peru,  has  been  received. 

The  indignation  of  the  people  of  Peru  at  a  cruel  assassination  and  an 
attempted  usurpation  and  overthrow  of  a  representative  government 
commands  admiration,  and  their  calm  return  to  order  gives  promise  of 
a  stable  condition  of  public  affairs. 
Your  reply  to  the  circular-note  of  Doctor  Caso's  is  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHAELES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


%   RUSSIA. 

No.  368. 
Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 


No.  150.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  January  30, 1872.  (Received  Feb.  22.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  budget  of  the 
Russian  Empire  for  the  year  1872,  with  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
minister  of  finance.  Although  the  estimated  expenses  exceed  those  of 
the  last  year  by  nearly  thirteen  million  rubles,  yet,  for  the  first  time  in 
the  recent  financial  history  of  Russia,  the  budget  shows  no  deficit,  but  a 
surplus  of  384,221  rubles.  Though  this  surplus  is  very  smaU,  yet  it  is 
a  favorable  symptom,  and  has  caused  all  Russian  securities  to  rise  in 
the  foreign  markets.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  expectation  of  a  surplus 
will  be  more  than  realized  in  the  actual  working  of  the  financial  year. 
In  the  year  1870,  the  accounts  for  which  have  just  been,  made  up,  there 
was,  in  spite  of  unusual  extra  expenditure,  a  deficit  of  nearly  five  mil- 
lions less  than  was  anticipated.  The  foreign  commerce  of  Russia  has 
more  than  doubled  in  the  past  ten  years,  being,  in  1860 — 

Babies. 

Exports  to  Europe 168,031,587 

Exports  to  Asia 8,433,243 

Imports  from  Europe * ^.  138,181,746 

Imports  from  Asia •j^i^ed-byXf    13,085,866 
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and  in  1870 — 

Rabies. 

Exports  to  Europe 351 ,  578, 553 

Exports  to  Asia 8,379,234 

Imports  from  Europe 315,407,400 

ImporUfrom  Asia 20,510,011 

making  the  total  trade  in  1860  eqnal  to  317,732,442  rubles,  and  in  1870 
to  695,875,198  rubles.  This  last  year  the  trade  is  said  to  have  been 
much  larger,  but  the  exact  figures  are  not  yet  known.  At  all  events 
the  exportations  have  been  so  very  great  that  exchange  on  England  is 
better  for  Kussia  than  it  has  been  for  many  yejirs. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Charge  W Affaires  eul.  int. 


No.  369. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  154.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburgh,  February  11,  1872.    (Received  March  11.) 

Sir  :  The  session  of  the  diet  of  the  grand  duchy  of  Finland,  the 
third  since  the  union  of  that  country  to  Russia,  began  on  the  1st  of 
February,  with  the  usual  religious  ceremonies,  in  the  cathedral  at  Hel- 
siugfors.  After  this  the  various  representatives  of  the  nobility,  the 
clergy,  the  biirghers,  and  the  peasants  took  the  oaths,  and  on  the  6th 
Count  Adlerberg,  the  governor-general,  read  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  a  translation  of  which  I  inclose,  and  declared  the  diet  formally 
open  for  business.  Addresses  were  then  read^  on  behalf  of  the  nobility 
and  clergy  in  French,  and  on  behalf  of  the  biirghers  and  peasants  in 
Swedish.  The  rules  for  the  diet  and  the  list  of  subjects  brought  to  its 
attention  by  the  government  were  then  promulgated  both  in  Swedish 
and  Finnish. 

ThQ  propositions  of  the  government  are  thirty -four  in  number,  and 
relate  to  changes  in  the  modes  of  judicial  procedure,  and  in  the  city  gov- 
ernments, to  the  sale  of  the  state  railways,  and  to  various  public  works, 
and  minor  topics,  but  propose  no  radical  reforms  of  any  kind. 
1  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Ghargi  W Affaires,  ad.  int. 


fluclosai-e  No.  l.—Translation.] 

SPEECH  OF  THE  EMPEROR  AT  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  DIET  OF  THE  GRAND 
DUCHY  OF  FINLAND,  THE  25  JANUARY,  [6  FEBRUARY,]  1672. 

Representatives  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland:  I  am  happy  to  salute  your 
re-union  in  the  present  circumstances,  so  consoling  in  comparison  with  the  privations 
that  afflicted  the  country  shortly  after  the  close  of  your  preceding  session,  when,  tried 
by  a  general  bad  harvest,  Finland,  by  the  inscrutable  will  of  Providence,  suffered  a 
famine,  the  like  of  which  has  never  been  remembered. 

In  a  time  of  such  cruel  trials,  public  charity,with  the  warm  devotion  of  Christianity, 
made  touching  and  praiseworthy  eflbrts  to  help  these  great  misfortunes  ;  but,  notwith- 
standing the  gifts  received  from  abroad  as  well  as  those  collected  in  the  country  itself, 
notwithstanding  the  aid  in  money  and  in  kind  allotted  on  the  State  funds  of  extraor- 
dinary assistance,  the  general  exhaustion  of  all  resources  obliged  the  government  to 
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conclade  abroad  a  loan  of  5,500^000  marks,  destined  for  the  parcfaase  of  grain  for  the 
subsistence  of  thousands  of  men,  and  for  the  spring  seed.  Unfortunately  neither 
these  measures  nor  the  vast  organization  of  public  works  could  turn  aside  the  sad  con- 
sequences of  the  famine ;  cruel  contagions  diseases  spread  throughout  the  whole  grand 
duchy,  and  the  population,  tried  by  such  terrible  sufferings,  has  been,  to  my  great  grief, 
perceptibly  diminished  in  numbers. 

In  recalling  these  painful  recollections,  I  give  to  God,  with  a  lively  gratitude  for  His 
goodness,  and  with  the  feeling  of  affection  for  my  faithful  Finnish  people,  ardent 
thanks,  that  He  has  willed  to  accord  to  this  country,  of  late,  sufficient  harvests,  which 
have  appeased  the  sufferings  of  the  population.  Agriculture,  commerce,  industry,  and 
private  labor  have  revived ;  at  the  same  time  the  economical  situation  of  the  treasury 
is  so  much  ameliorated  that  not  only  have  the  revenues  been  sufficient  for  the  expenses 
and  for  the  needs  of  this  loan,  but  have  allowed  the  execution  of  enterprises  and  works 
useful  to  the  country.  The  first  rank  among  these  works  belongs  to  the  railway  which 
unites  the  capital  of  the  empire  to  the  chief  city  of  the  grand  duchy,  to  the  advantage 
of  the  mutual  interests  of  commerce  and  industry,  the  operations  of  which  bring  the 
populations.  This  rapprochement,  which  contributes  to  the  general  progress,  will  cer- 
tainly have  the  effect  of  gradually  di88ipatiu|i;  local  prejudices,  and  consequently  of 
strengthening  the  feelings  of  affection  and  union  that  I  so  Qincerely  desire  to  see  spon- 
taneously exist  among  the  peoples  united  under  my  scepter. 

As  to  the  reform  that  I  propose  in  the  high  bodies  of  state,  I  have  ordered  a  modifica- 
tion, as  a  trial,  of  the  mode  of  session  of  the  senate,  in  order  to  accelerate  the  transaction 
of  the  affairs,  always  increasing  in  number,  which  are  submitted  to  the  deliberations 
of  this  body. 

Considering  the  lack  of  success  in  the  teaching  of  the  Russian  language  in  the  schools, 
while  the  necessity  for  the  knowledge  of  this  language  makes  itself  felt,  not  only  in 
public  careers,  but  also  in  the  labors  of  private  life,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  order, 
simultaneously  with  the  re-organization  of  the  schools,  the  new  introduction  of  the 
Russian  language  into  the  programme  of  obligatory  subjects  in  the  edacational  estab- 
lishments. 

The  question  of  the  application  to  the  grand  duchy  of  the  general  obligation  of  mil- 
itary service,  the  scheme  of  which  I  announced  last  year  in  a  rescript  to  the  govenior- 
general,  cannot  be  submitted  to  your  deliberations,  since  this  measure  is  not  yet  ap- 
plied in  the  empire. 

The  new  regulations  on  the  diet  and  on  the  assemblies  of  the  nobility  determine  in 
detail  your  sphere  of  action.  The  experience  that  you  have  acquired  gives  me  reason 
to  hope  that  you  will  successfully  end  your  labors  by  the  term  indicated. 

May  your  conscientious  and  zealous  labors  serve  to  the  real  good  of  the  country, 
and  contribute  to  strengthen  the  mutual  confidence  of  the  government  and  the  people, 
and  may  the  Almighty  bless  you  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  task. 

I  declare  the  session  of  the  diet  open. 

(Signed  by  the  hand  of  the  Emperor:) 

ALEXANDER. 


No.  370. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  157.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

8t  Petersburg^  February  18, 1872.    (Received  March  15.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  .vou  herewith  translations  of  extracts 
from  the  St.  Petersburg  Gazette  and  the  Moscow  Gazette  on  the  Ala- 
bama questions,  which  may  be  not  without  interest  as  expressions  of 
Russian  opinion. 
1  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

ChargS  d^ Affaires  ad.  int. 


[Inclosare  No.  1.] 
Extract  from  the  St.  Petersburg  GazettCy  January  30,  \_Fehruary  11,]  1872. 

This  hitter  joumaliBtic  controversy  lias  excited  the  European  political  and  financial 
world,  and  the  telegraph  informs  us  that  the  turn  taken  hy  the  Alahania  question  ht^ 
a  seusihle  action  on  the  great  European  money-markets.    Many,  who  take  for  sound 
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coin  the  faufarouades  of  the  English  newspapers,  their  speeches  about  war,  and  th# 
sharp  answers  of  the  American  jonrnalists,  consider  a  war  between  England  and  the 
United  States  as  already  inevitable.  We  do  not  share  the  views  of  these  pessimists, 
being  folly  confident  that  the  voice  of  reason  will  prevail  with  two  nations  so  calculat- 
ing and  so  little  disposed  to  be  carried  away  by  passion  as  the  English  and  North 
American. 

The  United  State*  open  themselves  the  door  to  England,  through  which  it  can  honor- 
ably go  without  reconrse  to  war.  They  declare  that  they  will  not  change  the  contents 
of  their  case ;  that  England  has  not  the  privilege  of  drawing  up  the  case  for  each  side; 
that  they  present  those  claims  which  they  believe  they  have  a  right  to  present ;  but 
that  then  it  depends  on  the  arbritrators  to  give  the  affair  this  or  the  other  turn ;  and 
that  they  will  willingly  yield  to  every  decision  of  the  judges  whom  they  have  them- 
selves chosen.  We  may  consider  the  American  demands  just  or  unjust,  but  it  ib  impos- 
sible not  to  admit  that,  in  putting  the  present  disputed  question  on  such  a  ground,  they 
are,  in  a  juridical  point  of  view,  unconditionally  right.  No  one  can  forbid  the  plaintiff 
from  fixing  the  sum  of  his  complaint,  especially  if  the  defendant  has  already  admitted 
in  principle  his  duty  to  pav  the  plaintiff;  after  that  the  inquiry  into  the  rightfulness  of 
the  complaint  depends  no  longer  on  the  complainant,  and  still  less  on  the  respondent, 
but  on  the  judges.  The  defendant  can  deny  the  rightfulness  of  the  sum  asked  by  the 
plaintiff  by  all  means  in  his  power,  and  no  one  deprives  England  of  this  right ;  but  to 
declare  that  she  will  withdraw  entirely  from  the  court,  and  to  prefer  to  have  recourse 
to  fighting  only  because  the  plaintiff  has  brought  too  great  a  sum  in  his  complaint,  is, 
to  say  the  least,  strange.  So,  we  repeat,  the  method  of  action  of  the  Americans  appears 
to  us  thoroughly  logical,  and  we  are  sure  that  the  reasonableness  of  the  American  pro- 
cedure will  be  acknowledged  by  the  English  themselves  when  the  first  burst  of  dis- 
satisfaction has  died  out.  In  addition  to  this,  the  most  influential  American  newspapers 
plainly  declare  that  the  Americans  in  presenting  their  claims  never  expected  that  they 
would  be  paid  in  full,  and  purposely  made  them  as  large  as  possible  in  order  to  get 
something  less  out  of  England.  This  system  of  asking  too  much  may  be  thought 
strange,  tnough  it  is  quite  natural,  coming  from  such  a  commercial  nation  as  America. 
*  *  *  "  We  may  find  this  system  not  particularly  praiseworthy 

from  a  moral  point  of  view,  but  legally  the  United  States  are  in  the  right,  and,  rely- 
ing on  the  decision  of  the  arbiters,  they  put  the  disputed  question  on  the  only  rational 
ground,  where,  it  may  be  hoped,  the  English  will  follow  them.  Let  England  show  the 
tribunal  of  arbitration  the  impropriety  of  the  Ameritan  claims,  about  which  there  is 
now  such  a  hue  and  cry,  let  her  show  the  justice  of  her  propositions,  and  then  the 
arbiters,  whom  she  herself  has  chosen,  will  of  course  decide  in  her  favor,  without  any 
damage  to  her  pocket  or  to  her  national  honor.  To  withdraw  from  the  presentation  of 
the  matter  to  the  arbitration  and  to  rush  to  arms  would  be  stupid  in  the  highest  degree. 
We  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  political  tact  and  good  sense  of  the  English  people 
to  suppose  for  a  minut'C  that  the  threats  of  war,  of  which  the  English  newspapers  are 
now  full,  could  be  realized.  There  is  no  doubt  that  America  would  suffer  from  such  a 
turn  of  affairs,  but  England  would  suffer  far  more. 


[Inclosure  2.] 

Extract  from  the  Moscoic  Gazette  of  Fehruary  4,  [16,]  1872. 

*  *  *  The  Geneva  conference  is  the  first  serious  attempt  to  arrange  an  import- 
ant international  difference  by  means  of  an  arbitration,  and  therefore  it  would  be  a 
pity  if  it  did  not  meet,  but  in  any  case  its  failure  only  leaves  both  sides  in  the  position 
in  which  they  were  before  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  We,  however,  do  not  think 
that  we  should  consider  the  arbitration  as  having  finally  failed.  England  knows  that 
if  she  withdraws  now  from  the  treaty  the  Americans  will  become  still  more  exigent, 
and  in  America  the  success  of  the  administration  of  President  Grant  is  bound  up  with 
these  negotiations.  The  presentation  of  demands  which  were  evidently  unexpected 
by  England,  may  perhaps  be  nothing  more  than  a  party  maneuver.  Lately  in  Amer- 
ica there  has  been  much  talk  that  Mr.  Fish  was  conceding  and  deferring  too  much  to 
England,  and  these  reports  could  not  be  without  influence  on  the  popularity  of  the 
whole  Government ;  and  this  year,  as  is  well  known,  there  is  a  new  presidential  elec- 
tion. To  assure  the  re-election  of  President  Grant,  it  would  be  very  apropos  to  show 
that  his  Government  took  as  jealous  care  of  American  interests  as  the  most  ardent 
patriot  of  that  democratic  country.  It  is  very  noteworthy  that  in  America  they  look 
at  this  question  much  more  calmly  than  in  England,  and  even  wonder  at  the  excitement 
there.  It  is  also  remarkable  that  this  excitement  and  indignation  has  so  far  been 
shown  only  in  words,  and  there  have  been  none  of  the  appearances  usual  in  the  moment 
of  a  political  crisis.  In  all  probability  a  compromise  will  soon  be  found  which  will 
allow  of  the  settlement  of  the  affair.  There  is  already  news  from  Berlin  that  the  Ger- 
man Emperor  has  proposed  his  services  for  this  end.  r^ ^^^J^ 
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1^0.  372. 
«  Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

m 

[Extract.] 

No.  163.]  Leqation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburgj  March  11, 1872.     (Received  March  29.) 

Sir  :  Id  conversation  a  day  or  two  ago,  Mr.  Skimooiikhoflf,  the  direc- 
tor of  the  Asiatic  department,  informed  me  that  you  had  asked  Mr. 
Sheikoff  some  questions  concerning  the  trade  in  coolies  by  a  vessel  under 
the  Russian  flag,  by  means  of  a  fictitious  sale  to  a  Russian  subject ; 
that  Mr.  Sheikoff  had  been  unable  at  the  time  to  answer  your  questions; 
and  that  he  had  been  referred  by  the  ministry  to  the  existing  regula- 
tions on  these  subjects. 

Mr.  Shimoonkhoff  said  that  a  vessel  which  had  come  into  the  posses- 
sion of  a  Russian  subject  by  a  fictitious  sale  had  no  right  to  sail  under 
the  Russian  flag,  and  forfeited  Russian  protection.  He  referred  me  to 
the  Regulations  of  the  Foreign  OfiBce.  I  inclose,  marked  A,  a  transla- 
tion of  those  sections  that  seem  to  bear  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Shimoonkhoff  said,  further,  that  by  a  declaration  some  time  since 
the  imperial  government  had  forbidden  the  trade  in  coolies  by  Russian 
subjects  and  by  Russian  ships,  under  heavy  penalties.  This  declaration 
was  communicated  to  the  Russian  legation  and  to  the  Russian  consuls 
in  China,  and  they  were  instructed  to  use  all  their  efforts  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  traffic. 

I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Charge  cP Affaires  ad  int. 


[A.— Inclosure  No.  1.— Translation.J 
Extract  from  the  "  Regulathna  of  the  Foreign  Office  "  of  Russia,    Division  XX  F. 

J  7.  The  right  to  ra'se  the  Russian  merchant-flaof,  which  belongs  exclusively  to  Russian 
subjects,  is  extended — a,  to  Russian  joint-stock  companies,  tfie  direction  and  main 
office  of  which  are  within  the  limits  of  the  empire ;  by  to  tradiug  firms,  legaUy  estab- 
lished, if  one  of  the  principal  partners,  with  a  right  of  signing  for  the  firm,  is  a  Russian 
subject ;  c,  to  persons  building  or  buying  a  ship  at  their  common  expense,  if  the  prin- 
cipal partner  is  a  Russian  subject. 

$  8.  Permission  to  use  the  Russian  flag  can  be  given  to  foreign  vessels  only  with  the 
special  consent  of  the  Emperor. — (Commercial  Cwle,  Article  851.) 

$  59.  Consuls  are  bound  to  see  that  a  Russian  subject  does  not  become  the  proprietor 
of  a  merchant- ship  together  with  one  or  several  foreigners. — (Consular  Regulations, 
Article  58.)  * 

$  31.  If  any  one,  in  order  to  receive  a  patent  for  sailing  under  the  Russian  flag,  pre- 
sent false  documents,  or  sails  under  a  Russian  flag  with  a  forged  patent,  he  is  liable  to 
the  punishment  fixed  in  Articles  294,  975,  977, 1412,  and  1690  of  the  Penal  Code.— (Pe- 
nal Code,  Article  1217.) 

(These  punishments  are  exile  in  Siberia  in  different  degrees.) 

$  32.  If  a  Russian  subject,  from  interested  or  other  personal  motives,  allows  a  ficti- 
tious purchase  of  a  foreign  ship  in  his  name,  without  having  really  any  share  in  the 
acquisitiou  of  the  ship,  he  is  liable  for  this  to  imprisonment  tor  a  period  of  from  two 
months  to  one  year  and  four  months ;  and  a  foreigner  entering  into  such  a  bar*;aiu  is 
llabi*?,  on  his  coming  to  Russia,  to  arrest,  for  from  four  days  to  three  mouthy. — (Penal 
Code,  Article  1218.) 

^^^^  Digitized  by  Google 
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No.  373. 

Mr,  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  164.]  Legation  of  the  United  State^, 

.    St.  Petersburg,  March  20,  1872.    (Received  April  11.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  a  report 
made  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Russian  government  to  examine 
an  invention  by  Lieutenant  A.  Davydoff,  late  of  the  Russian  imperial 
navy,  for  the  rapid  and  automatic  firing  of  guns  «and  batteries  on  ships 
of  war.  This  committee  consisted  of  some  of  the  best  officers  in  the 
Russian  service,  and  inconsequence  of  their  favorable  report  theiuven- 
tion  is  to  be  applied  to  one  of  th^  large  iron-clad  ships  of  war  during 
the  coming  summer  for  the  purpose  of  practically  testing  it  at  sea. 

I  was  present  at  a  trial  of  the  apparatus,  and  found  it  to  work  per- 
fectly in  every  detail.  The  general  mode  of  operation  was  explained  to 
me,  though  some  of  the  details  were  kept  secret. 

The  present  system  of  firing  is  disadvantageous,  because  the  short 
interval  elapsing  between  the  determination  of  the  distance  and  the 
firing  is  enough  to  destroy  the  aim  on  account  of  the  movement  of  the 
vessel.  The  difficulty  of  aiming  is  very  great  on  account  of  the  short 
time  allowed  for  it  and  the  narrowness  of  the  port-holes ;  and  the  tiring 
is  not  at  the  order  of  the  commander  who  can  see  best,  but  at  the  dis- 
position of  the  captains  of  guns  who  cannot  fix  the  favorable  moment. 
The  difficulties  of  a  concentrated  fire  are  still  greater. 

The  main  idea  of  Lieutenant  Davydoff  is  that  he  takes  advantage  of 
the  rolling  of  the  vessel,  which  is  the  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of 
other  modes  of  firing,  and  by  an  electric  apparatus  the  guns  fire  off 
themselves  the  moment  the  right  elevation  is  attained.  The  distance 
of  the  object  is  first  determined  and  the  guns  are  pointed  at  the  proper 
angle,  after  making  allowance  for  the  angle  of  the  rolling  of  the  vessel 
The  nioment  the  vessel  rolls  bfick  so  as  to  bring  the  guns  right,  the  fir- 
ing takes  place. 

Lieutenant  Davydoff  claims  for  his  apparatus  the  following  advan- 
tages : 

1.  The  moment  of  firing  corresponds  perfectly  with  the  moment  of 
the  vertical  or  horizontal  aim. 

2.  The  putting  the  guns  in  position  no  longer  depends  on  external 
considerations,  such  as  rolling,  pitching,  &c. 

3.  The  fire  is  at  the  order  of  the  commander  of  the  vessel,  who  can 
order  at  will  general  or  partial  discharges. 

4.  The  working  the  ship  during  the  fire  becomes  easief. 

5.  The  conjunction  of  the  vertical  and  horizontal  aim  is  the  essential 
condition  of  correct  firing,  and  this  is  only  possible  by  means  of  this 
apparatus. 

6.  The  number  of  men  required  to  work  the  guns,  is  less. 

The  automatic  system  of  Lieutenant  Davydoff  consists  of  the  follow- 
apparatus : 

1.  An  apparatus  for  breaking  the  electric  current  at  the  moment  ol 
the  necessary  angle  of  elevation  of  the  gun. 

2.  An  automatic  arrangement  for  igniting  the  charge  at  the  neces- 
sary moment  for  exact  firing. 

3.  An  apparatus  serving  as  a  mathematically  exact  regulator  of  the 
electric  current. 

4.  An  arrangement  giving  the  captain  the  full  power  to  make  every 
shot  at  will,  either  singly,  in  regular  order,  or  by  broadside.        t 

o 
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5.  An  apparatus  for  keeping  in  a  horizontal  plane  the  trunnions  of  the 
guns  at  every  moment,  desired  in  time  of  battle,  during  every  roll,  not- 
withstanding any  irregularity  in  the  position  of  the  deck. 

6.  An  apparatus  for  producing  an  exact  fire,  not  only  during  the 
pitching,  but  the  combined  pitching  and  rolling  of  the  vessel. 

7.  An  apparatus  giving  the  possibility  of  showing  momentarily  and 
uninterruptedly  to  the  helmsman  all  the  demands  of  the  aftillery  at 
every  moment  of  the  battle,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  keep  the  trunnions 
of  the  guns  in  a  horizontal  plane  on  the  object  aimed  at,  as  well  as  to 
maneuver  the  vessel. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  use  of  this  apparatus  by  no  means 
prevents  aiming  and  firing  in  the  ordinary  way,  if  there  should  be  occa- 
sion, on  account  of  injury  to  the  apparatus,  or  for  other  reasons. 
1  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Charge  cP Affaires  ad  int. 


[Inclosaro  No.  1.] 

Extract  from  the  rej^rt  of  the  committee  on  the  apparatus  invented  by  Mr,  Davydofffor  the 
automatic  firing  of  guns  on  board  ships  of  war. 

The  ]>ropo6ition  of  Mr.  Davydoff  relative  to  the  introduction,  on  the  vessels  of  the 
fleet,  of  the  automatic  apparatus  invented  by  him  for  firing  artillery,  was  examined 
by  the  committee  in  three  respect.s : 

1.  Does  the  proposal  meet  the  demands  of  present  circumstances,  and  does  it  really 
avoid  the  defects  of  existing  modes  of  firing  f 

2.  Does  the  proposed  apparatus  attain  its  aim,  and  can  it  satisfy  all  the  demands  of 
naval  artillery  fire  f  And 

3.  Does  the  construction  of  the  apparatus  correspond  to  the  conditions  under  whifeh 
it  will  be  placed  on  boanl  ship,  and  does  it  afford  a  guarantee  that  its  action  will  be 
the  saifte  under  all  possible  circumstances? 

The  data  for  this  examination  were  aflforded  by  an  explanatory  memoir  by  Mr. 
Davydoff,  by  a  careful  and  detailed  investigation  and  trial  of  the  working  of  the  ap- 
paratus by  the  committee,  and  by  the  personal  explanations  of  Mr.  Davydoff. 

The  whole  apparatus  constructed  by  Mr.  Davydoff  is  distinguished,  in  the  opinion 
of  tiie  committee,  by  an  extraordinary  elaboration,  a  rational  construction,  a  satisfac- 
torv  execution,  and  a  strict  adaptation  to  the  purpose  and  conditions  of  its  working 
and  use. 

Each  apparatus  displays,  in  its  construction,  ranch  talent  and  inventive  power, 
and,  as  its  basis,  has  always  an  original  idea  which  has  till  now  not  been  met  with  in 
the  technical  construction  of  apparatus  of  similar  purpose.        *  #  #  *» 

Each  apparatus  has  a  strictly  defined  purpose,  and,  beginning  with  No.  5,  which 
gives  the  possibility  of  placing  and  verifying  the  gun,  notwithstauding  the  motion  of 
the  vessel,  and  ending  with  No.  1,  which  makes  the  vertical  position  of  the  gun,  at 
the  moment  of  fire,  very  exact,  and  quite  independent  either  of  the  hcij^ht  or  force 
of  the  rolling  of  the  vessel,  they  weaken  the  various  defects  in  the  existing  methods 
of  tiring,  and  that,  too,  in  a  degree  that  has  until  now  been  thought  impossible. 

In  general  it  completely  answers  the  very  various  conditions  of  firing  at  a  mark  not 
seen  by  the  commander,  and,  notwithstauding  that  it  is  a  new  and  still  untried  in- 
vention, notwithstanding  that  in  it  the  galvanic  current  has,  for  the  first  time,  such  a 
broad  application,  thanks  to  which  the  firing  attains  the  highest  degree  of  simplicity 
and  regularity,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  system  of  Mr.  Davydoff  includes  all  the 
indispensable  data,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  say  affirmatively  that,  if  a  further  trial 
confirms  the  exactness  of  the  results  of  apparatus  Nos.  1  to  5,  by  their  application  to 
naval-artillery  firing,  all  those  results  will  be  really  attained  which  were  stated  at  the 
beginning  of  this  report,  and  this  system  really  has  a  very  important  actual  meaning 
for  the  navy.  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Combining  all  the  above  considerations  relative  to  the  project  of  Mr.  Davydoff  into 
a  general  renult,  the  committee  has  come  to  the  following  conclusion  : 

1.  This  system,  in  the  construction  and  method  of  use  of  its  constituent  apparatus, 
fully  satisfies  its  purpose,  as  well  as  all  the  conditions  of  naval-artillery  practice. 

2.  Notwithstanding  the  very  broad  application  in  this  system  of  the  action  of  the 
galvanic  current,  and,  as  a  result  of  this  application,  an  extreme  automatic  power  ia 
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its  nso  for  artillery  firinff,  this  system  possesses  all  the  qualities  for  considering  its 
introduction  on  ships  of  war  fully  possible,  and  without  any  serious  obstacles  as  to 
its  application. 

3.  On  keeping  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  opinion  with  regard  to  the  exactness 
of  the  indications  of  the  apparatus,  and  the  conditions  of  its  use  on  board  ship,  it 
,can  really  give  the  best  results,  which  cannot  bo  obtained  by  the  methods  now  in  use  ; 
and 

4.  With  all  its  merits  this  system,  being  a  wholly  new  invention  and  nowhere  ap- 
plied, has  had  no  testing  by  actual  use,  without  which  a  true  conclusion  with  regard 
to  it  is  impossible. 

Therefore  the  committee,  having  in  view  that  this  system,  if  it  is  shown  to  be 
practicable,  will  have  a  great  meaning  and  an  important  future,  supposes  it  not  only 
profitable,  but  even  necessary,  for  a  final  conclusion  with  regard  to  the  proposed  sys- 
tem, to  submit  it  to  a  preliminary,  very  strict,  and  serious  trial  on  one  of  the  iron- 
clad ships  of  the  fleet,  in  the  form  that  the  inventor  proposes  to  give  it  for  actual 
application  on  vessels. 

This  trial  ought  to  be  as  complete  and  many-sided  as  possible,  so  as  to  di-aw  an  un- 
erring conclusion  as  to  the  exactness  of  the  indications  of  the  apparatus,  and  its 
qualities  for  use  in  artillery  firing,  and  as  prolonged  as  possible,  so  as  to  be  assured 
that  it  would  maintain  its  merit,  not  only  under  the  normal  conditions  of  practical 
artillery  practice,  but  also  in  the  special  circumstances  of  a  naval  battle. 

Vice-Admiral  ZELENOI. 
Lieutenant-general  DIMITRIEFF. 
Rear-Admirals  POPOFF, 

RIMSKI-KORSAKOFF, 
STETZENKO, 
SCHWARZ,. 
STAHL. 
Major-Generals  PESTITCH, 
MUSSELIUS. 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fleet  SELININOFF. 

Mkciianician  ALEXANDROFFSKY. 
Sub-Captain  TCHERNOFF. 


No.  374. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  166.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  March  25, 1872.    (Received  April  19.) 

Sir  :  Tbe  Peking  correspondent  of  the  Journal  de  St.  P^tersbourg, 
who  is  usually  very  well  informed,  and  has  access  to  sources  of  intel- 
ligence not  open  to  all  the  world,  in  a  letter  dated  January  27,  gives  an 
abstract  of  a  very  important  treaty  that  has  just  been  concluded  be- 
tween China  and  Japan.  I  learn  that  a  copy  of  the  treaty  has  been 
received  here,  at  the  foreign  office,  and  that  the  abstract  is  correct  in 
the  main.  Thinking  that  possibly  you  may  not  yet  have  seen  this  in- 
teresting document,  I  inclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Peking, 
with  an  English  translation. 

As  the  correspondent  foresaw,  exaggerated  commentaries  and  tele- 
grams are  already  in  circulation  with  regard  to  this  treaty,  and  article 
15  is  said  to  be,  that  in  case  of  war  each  power  closes  its  ports  to  the 
ships  of  the  nation  attacking  its  ally.  I  am  informed,  on  good  authority, 
that  this  is  not  so,  and  that  the  version  given  here  is  the  correct  one. 
The  beginning  of  intimate  relations  between  these  two  great  empires, 
who  have  so  long  kept  aloof  from  each  other,  cannot  but  be  a  good 
sign. 

I  have.  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Charge  cT Affaires  ad  int.^ 
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[Inclosare.] 
^Special  correspondence  of  the  Journal  de  St.  P^ierahourg.'] 

Peking,  January  15,  [27,]  1872. 

The  two  powers  of  the  extreme  East,  Chiua  and  Japan,  have  jqst  concluded,  after 
long  negotiations,  a  treaty  of  friendship,  the  stipulations  of  which  tend  to  establish 
relations  which  deserve  all  our  attention. 

What  is  most  striking,  at  first,  is  that  the  two  empires  have  treated  on  an  almost 
equal  footing,  and  the  only  article  where  the  preponderance  always  claimed  by  China 
lets  itself  be  shown,  is  that  (article  6)  which  compels  the  Japanese  to  accompany  their 
official  correspondence  with  China  with  a  Chinese  translation,  or  to  write  in  Chinese. 

The  first  and  second  articles  are,  without  dispute,  the  most  interesting.  They  will 
probably  be  the  subject  of  very  exaggerated  commentaries  in  Europe,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  a  defensive  and  oflfensive  alliance  against  foreigners  will  perhaps  be  found 
there.  The  knowledge  of  aifairs,  however,  acquired  on  the  spot,  leads  us  to  beligve 
that  this  is  not  so.  The  two  powers  have  simply  intended  to  protect  themselves 
against  reciprocal  hostilities  in  case  of  a  war  between  one  of  them  and  Europeans. 
This  precaution  has  sufficient  retison  in  the  threats  so  often  made  by  the  foreigners  at 
Peking  and  Yokohama,  and  in  the  numerous  articles  of  the  foreign  newspapers  in  the 
open  ports,  which  have  loudly  declared  that  Europeans  would  seek  the  alliance  of  one 
of  these  two  powers  against  the  other. 

Up  to  its  definite  conclusion  this  treaty  was  kept  profoundly  secret  to  protect  it 
against  outside  intrigues.  The  copy  that  we  have  seen  had  only  the  date  of  the  10th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Tuntcliji,  (1871.)  We  know  now  that  it  was  concluded  in  the  first 
half  of  November;  at  least  at  this  time  the  Japanese  plenipotentiary  had  already  left 
China. 

On  the  side  of  China  the  negotiations  were  conducted  by  Li-hung-chang,  governor- 
general  of  (he  province  of  P6-tchi-li,  and  whose  full  title  is  as  follows  :  "  Li-hung-chang, 
extraordinary  commissioner  and  plenipotentiary,  charged  with  the  affairs  of  commerce, 
tdi-tzy-tdi-hao,  (tutor  of  the  heir  to  the  throne,)  vice-cLancellor,  minister,  of  war, 'gov- 
ernor-general of  the  province  of  P^-tchi-li,  decorated  with  the  title  of  Baron,  80H-t,  (i.  c, 
firm  and  valiant,)  of  the  first  class."  The  interests  of  Japan  were  intrusted  to  J-da, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  dignitary  of  the  second  class, 
minister  of  finance. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  each  of  the  seventeen  articles  of  this  treaty  which 
inaugurates  diplomatic  relations  between  China  and  Japan  : 

Article  1  establishes  that  there  shall  henceforth  reign  between  the  two  states,  and  be- 
tween the  countries  which  are  subject  to  them,  a  perfect  friendship  and  agreement. 
(Corea  bein^  in  a  certain  degree  a  vassal  of  China,  this  article  seems  intended  to  guar- 
antee it  against  Japan.) 

Article  2  says,  among  other  things,  that  if  a  foreign  power  commits  an  injustice  or 
an  act  of  contempt  toward  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  the  other  party  is  obliged 
to  interpose  actively  its  good  offices  to  re-establish  peace  and  good  understanding. 

Article  3  forbids  the  two  governments  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  their 
neighbor,  or  to  demand  the  abrogation  or  modification  of  measures  it  shall  havedeemod 
fit  to  take.  On  the  contrary  they  ought  to  lend  each  other  mutual  aid,  and  to  enjoin 
on  the  merchants  who  are  their  subjects  never  to  excite  tno  inhabitants  to  disobey  the 
laws  of  their  country. 

Article  4  grants  to  the  two  contracting  parties  the  right  of  sending  to  the  respective 
capitals,  ministers  plenipotentiary,  either  permanent  or  on  special  missions,  and  each 
government  will  pay  itself  the  traveling  expenses  of  its  representative. 

Article  5  establishes  rules  of  etiquette  and  parity  to  be  observed  in  the  relations  of 
the  two  representatives  with  the  officials  of  the  power  near  which  they  are  accredited. 

By  article  6,  the  correspondence  between  the  two  states  will  be  written,  on  the  part 
of  China,  in  the  Chinese  language,  and  on  the  part  of  Japan,  in  Japanese,  with  a  Chi- 
nese translation,  or  only  in  Chinese. 

Article  7  stipulates  that  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  treaty,  each  party  will 
designate  points  on  the  shores  of  the  two  states  where  the*  respective  subjects  can 
trade.  At  the  same  time  commercial  regulations  will  be  drawn  up  which  will  be  oblig- 
atory on  both  nations. 

By  articles  8  and  9  the  two  governments  will  have  the  right  to  name,  in  all  the  ports 
open  to  their  commerce,  consuls  charged  with  looking  after  the  affairs  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  The  consuls  will  examine  all  differences  according  to  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try. In  case  of  dispute  between  merchant's  of  the  two  nations,  the  consuls  will  try  to 
reconcile  the  two  parties,  and  arrange  their  difference  d  Vamiable,  If  their  efforts  are 
nnsuccessfnl  they  will  inform  the  local  authorities,  and  with  them  will  try  to  come  to 
a  decision.  In  the  ports  where  the  post  of  consul  shall  not  yet  have  been  created,  the 
respective  subjects  accused  of  crime  shall  be  arrested  by  the  local  authorities,  who  will 
immediately  submit  the  whole  afiair  to  the  decision  of  the  consul  of  the  nearest  port. 
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Article  10  permits  the  functionaries  and  merchants  of  the  friendly  power,  residing 
in  the  open  ports,  to  take  natives  into  their  service,  on  condition  of  always  abstaining 
from  exciting  thero  against  their  (government,  and  that  on  the  first  summons  they  will 
give  them  up  to  the  local  authonties. 

Article  11  obliges  merchants  not  to  carry  arms,  not  to  abandon  their  national  cos- 
tume, and  not  to  change  allegiance  from  interested  motives. 

Article  12  relates  to  the  extradition  of  criminals,  who  will  be  pursued  and  given  up 
on  the  first  summons  of  tlie  authorities  of  the  friendly  power. 

Article  13  provides  for  the  case  where  the  subjects  of  one  of  the  powers  come  to  form 
bands  on  the  territory  of  the  other  power,  in  order  to  devote  themselves  to  any  kind  of 
reprehensible  acts,  to  brigandage  and  theft.  The  local  authorities  shall  have  the  right 
of  killing,'  on  the  spot,  the  malefactors  who  oppose  an  armed  resistance  to  them.  In 
the  case  where  these  bands  shall  be  of  more  than  ten  men,  and  shall  pursue  ends  hos- 
tile to  the  government,  foment  troubles  and  plot  with  the  natives,  the  local  authorities 
shall  have  the  right  to  seize  them.  Aft^r  a  preliminary  inquest,  in  which  the  respect- 
ive councils  shall  be  asked  to  take  part,  whenever  these  regretable  facts  occur  in  a 
port,  the  guilty  shall  be  punished  with  death  on  the  spot  of  the  crime. 

Article  14  permits  the  ships  of  war  of  the  two  nations  to  enter  the  open  ports,  and 
forbids  them  access  to  the  other  ports,  river-mouths,  and  internal  waters ;  an  exception 
is  admitted  only  in  case  of  shipwi*eck  or  damage. 

Article  15  establishes  that  if  one  of  the  two  contracting  parties  is  at  war  with  any 
power,  immediately  aft^r  the  declaration  of  war  it  closes  its  ports  to  the  commerce 
and  shi^>s  of  the  other  contracting  party.  In  the  open  ports  and  in  the  adjacent  seas, 
Chinese  and  Japanese  ships  will  abstain  from  attacking  nations  with  which  they  are 
in  hostile  relations. 

Article  16  forbids  consuls  to  engage  in  commerce  and  to  accept  the  title  of  consuls 
of  powers  not  having  treaties  witli  the  contracting  parties.  If  one  of  the  two  govem- 
luents  has  reason  to  be  displeased  with  a  consul,  it  reports  it  to  the  representative,  who 
immediately  appoints  another  consul. 

Article  17  forbids  the  use  of  the  respective  flags  to  cover  a  fraudulent  commerce.  It 
authorizes  persons  desirous  of  learning,  to  buy  all  the  books  they  need. 

Finally,  article  IH  explains  that  this  treaty  is  an  act  of  mutual  confidence  and 
friendship,  the  aim  of  which  is  to  remove  every  subject  of  distrust  and  misunderstand- 
ing betNN  eeu  the  two  nations. 


No.  375. 

Mr,  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  167.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  March  25, 1872.  (Received  April  19.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
council  of  the  empire  the  project  for  the  reorganization  of  the  city  and 
port  of  Sebastopol,  which  has  been  for  some  time  under  consideration, 
was  decided  on.  The  dock-yards  of  the  Black  Sea  fleet  will  be  estab- 
lished at  Nikolaieff.  Sebastopol  will  be  a  merchant-port,  but  fitted  for^ 
the  anchorage  of  ships  of  war  in  case  of  necessity,  and  everything  will* 
be  concentrated  there  which  is  necessary  for  the  support  and  repairs  of 
the  fleet,  including  docks,  store-houses,  and  barracks. 

The  east  side  of  the  South  Bay  will  be  occupied  for  military  and  naval 
purposes,  and  the  west  side  will  be  devoted  to  the  merchant  fleet.  The 
city  of  Sebastopol  and  all  the  surrounding  territory  will  be  governed  by 
an'official  who  must  be  at  the  same  time  a  naval  ofllcer  and  commandant 
of  the  port,  and,  as  regards  the  civil  administration,  will  depend  on  the 
general-governor  of  New  Eussia.  The  municipal  organization  of  the 
city  will  be  of  the  same  exceptional  character  as  that  of  Gronstadt, 
Taganrog,  NikolaieflF,  and  Kertch. 

The  railway  which  is  now  being  built  between  Sebastopol  and  Lozovo, 
on  the  line  from  Moscow  to  Taganrog,  will  make  a  strategical  difference 
to  the  city,  and  as  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  it  will  ever  again  be  at- 


RUSSIA.  487 

tacked  as  it  was  in  the  Crimean  war,  it  is  proposed  only  to  protect  Se- 
bastopol  against  a  coup  de  main  in  consequence  of  a  landing  of  troops 
on  a  point  of  the  coast  distant  from  the  city ;  with  this  view  the  penin- 
sula of  Cherson  will  be  especially  fortified.  The  plan  of  the  defense  of 
Sebastopol  consists,  consequently,  of  the  following  general  dispositions: 

1st,  Defense  of  the  roadstead  by  means  of  advanced  batteries,  con- 
structed on  the  promontories  which  form  the  entrance  to  the  port. 

2d.  Defense  of  the  city  on  the  south  side,  by  means  of  separate  forts 
and  coast  batteries  along  the  Kozatsky,  Kamisheff,  and  Streletsky  Bays, 
with  the  establishment  of  a  fortified  work  on  Mount  Sapon. 

3d.  Defense  of  the  city  on  the  north  side,  by  means  of  two  detached 
forts  cx)mmanding  the  delta  of  the  river  Belbeck. 

We  learn  by  the  telegrams  received  here  that  this  re-establish raent^f 
Sebastopol  causes  some  uneasiness  in  London,  and  that  the  English  and 
French  press  are  discussing  the  subject.  It  is  now,  however,  too  late  to 
'  object,  for  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  London  of  March  13, 1871, 
article  13  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  which  forbade  the  fortification  of  the 
coast  of  the  Black  Sea,  was  abrogated.  Eussia  has  therefore  a  full  right 
to  do  as  she  pleases. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Chargi  W Affaires  ad  int. 


No.  376. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish.- 

No.  168.]  Legation  of  tbos  United  States, 

Saint  Petersburg^  March  30, 1872.    (Received  April  18.) 

Sib  :  I.  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Smith,  the  consul  at  Odessa,  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
templated emigration  of  the  Mennonite  colonies  in  the  south  of  Russia  to 
America,  and  also  a  copy  of  my  answer  thereto. 

The  Mennonites  first  came  to  Russia  from  Prussia  in  1789,  in  answer 
to  an  invitation  of  Catharine  II,  who  gave  them  land,  means  with  which 
to  establish  themselves,  and  temporary  relief  from  taxes  and  contribu- 
tions, and  promised  them  religious  freedom  and  exemption  forever  from 
military  service.  They  settled  in  the  south  of  Russia,  in  what  is  now 
the  government  of  Taurid,  on  a  tract  of  land  between  the  rivers  Dnie- 
\)er,  Molotchna,  and  Tokmok,  and  in  1855  numbered  some  seventeen 
thousand  souls,  (males.)  The  Mennonites  are  good  agriculturists,  but 
are  particularly  noted  for  their  plantations  of  fruit,  forest,  and  mulberry 
trees.  This  culture  they  have  followed  with  great  success  on  steppes 
that  were  formerly  perfectly  bare.  The  Mennonites  are  intelligent, 
industrious,  and  persevering,  in  addition  are  very  clean,  orderly,  moral, 
temi>erate,  and  economical,  as  may  be  judged  from  their  application. 
They  are  excessively  religious. 

Petzholdt,  in  his  travels  in  1855,  says  that  it  is  his  "  firm  conviction 
that  Russia  cannot  show  any  more  diligent  or  more  useful  citizens.'^ 
There  are  schools  in  every  village,  and  education  is  universal  among 
them. 

The  details  of  the  law  of  universal  compulsory  military  service  have 
not  yet  been  decided  on,  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  exempt  any  individuals 
or  classes  of  the  community  from  its  operation.  ^^ 
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I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  find  in  Europe  any  better  emi- 
grants than  these  Mennonites,  and  should  the  whole  colouy  go  to  the 
United  States  they  would  rapidly  develop  into  good  and  useful  citizens. 

As  I  have  stated  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  it  is  a  crime  for  Bussian 
subjects  to  emigrate,  and  a  crime  to  induce  them  to  emigrate,  without 
permission.  If,  therefore,  it  is  thought  desirable  that  these  people 
should  go  to  the  United  States,  it  will  probably  be  necessary  for  our 
Government  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  from  the  imperial  authorities 
the  requisite  permission  to  emigrate. 

I  desire  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the  question  of  the  Menuonites, 
as  to  whether  any  aid  in  money  can  be  given  them  for  their  expenses. 

A  petition  similar  to  that  given  to  Mr.  Smith  was  presented  by  the 
Mennonites  to  the  British  consul  at  Berdiansk,  and  was  by  him  referred 
to  the  foreign  office.  The  papers  have  been  sent  to  the  embassador 
here,  and  a  reference  has  also  been  made  to  the  governor-general  of 
Canada.  It  is  not  supposed  that  any  grants  of  land  can  be  made  to  the 
colonists. 

It  is  believed  here  that  the  Bussian  government  will  not  object  to  tlte 
emigration  of  the  Mennonites,  but  will  insist  on  their  restoring  the  lands 
with  which  they  were  endowed,  and  on  their  paying  taxes  in  advance 
for  a  certain  number  of  years. 

1  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  ascertain  the  disi>osition  of  the 
government,  and  will  communicate  to  you  at  oiMje  any  information  I 
receive.    Meanwhile  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  the  opinion  ef  our  Govern- 
ment on  this  matter,  and  to  receive  your  instructions. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLEB, 

Chargd  W Affaires  ad  inL 


flnclosurc  No.  1.) 
Mr,  Smith  to  Mr,  Curtin, 

United  States  Coxsulait:, 

Odessa,  March  7-19, 15^2. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  lately  received  a  petifciou  in  the  (Jorraan  lanj^uage^  signed  by  thir- 
ty-two prominent  members  of  the  German  community  near  Burdiausky  ^t^ggi'^g  n>e  to 
refer  to  higher  authority  cei*tain  questioas  respecting  their  proposal  to  emigrate  to 
America.  They  state  in  their  petition  that  they  are  heads  of  families,  connected  by 
family  and  fellowship  with  aboiYt  one  hundred  coloijies,  numbering  altogether  some 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls,  wIk)  are  known  by  their  religious  views  as  "  Mennon- 
ites.*' To  avoid  military  service,  which  is  to  them  (as  to  the  society  of  Quakers)  in- 
compatible with  religious  principle,  they  propose  to  seek  new  liomes  in  America.  As 
thoy  are  divided  in  opinion  whether  to  choose  the  Uuited  States  or  Canada  ibr  their, 
nevv  country,  they  have  presented  (they  say)  the  same  petition  to  the  British  consul. 
By  the  new  regulations  of  this  country,  they  state  that  they  would  be  liable  to  military 
service  after  ten  years. 

The  questions  are  as  follows: 

1st.  May  our  community  obtain  in  the  United  States  for  ourselves  and  our  posterity 
entire  exemption  from  military  service,  direct  or  iitflKrec^,  according  to  our  principle  and 
belief  in  the  Word  of  God  ? 

2d.  May  emigrants  to  the  United  States  hope  to  receive  a  pieco  of  land  either  as  a 
gift  or  at  a  low  price,  and,  in  case  of  need,  reckon  on  an  advance  or  loan  of  money  from 
the  Government  f 

Though  their  present  condition  is  prosperous,  a  general  emigration  would  occasion 
losses  in  their  land  and  houses,  and  some  would  be  left  almost  without  means,  and,  by 
their  brotherly  relations  one  toward  another,  emigration  would  have  to  bo  made  possi- 
ble also  for  the  poor. 

3d.  For  the  sake  of  obtaining  satisfactory  encouragement  and  assurances  on  the  fore- 
going points,  as  also  for  agreeing  upon  their  place  and  terms  of  settlement,  would  it  bo 
iiilvisable  to  send  (in  a<lvauce  of  emigrating)  a  delegation  to  Washington  to  confer 
directly  with  the  Government! 
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lu  accordance  with  their  wish,  I  refer  the  substance  of  their  petition  to  yonr  excel- 
lency, and  will  communicate  to  them  your  reply.    The  Meunonites  are  known  to  be 
very  honest,  industrious,  and  exemplary  people,  I  believe,  and  no  doubt  if  once  estab- 
lished in  the  United  States,  would  make  themselves  and  the  country  the  better. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

TIMOTHY  C.  SMITH. 
Hon.  A.  G.  Cdrtin, 

United  States  Minister  Plenipotentiary y  ^-c,  Saint  Petersburg, 


Mr,  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Smith, 

[luolosare  No.  2.J 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Saint  Petersburg,  March  29, 1872. 

My  Dear  Sir:  In  Mr.  Curtin^s  absence  I  received  your  letter  of  the  7-19,  with  regard 
to  the  proposed  emigration  of  Meunonites,  and  will  answer  their  questions  as  well  as 
I  can. 

1st.  Compulsory  military  service  does  not  exist  in  the  United  States.  Once  only  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States  was  conscription  resorted  to,  and  ihe  results  of  the 
measure  were  such  as  to  render  it  highly  improbable  that  recourse  will  again  be  had 
to  forced  enlistment.  Even  then  it  was  always  possible  to  avoid  service  by  furnishing 
a  substitute. 

2d.  By  the  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States,  every  actual  settler,  who  has  de- 
clared his  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen,  has  a  right  to  receive  160  acres  C56  desia- 
tines)  of  land.  Besides  this,  land  can  always  be  purchased  from  the  Government  or 
from  railway  companies  at  very  cheap  rates.  The  standard  Government  price  is  $1.25 
per  acre. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railway  (among  others)  offers  lands  at  lon^  credit  and  cheap 
rates,  and  furnishes  work  to  emigrants.  It  will,  I  believe,  also  assist  colonies  in  emi- 
grating at  reduced  rates.  Possibly,  in  consideration  of  the  large  number  of  the  col- 
ony, Congress  might  be  induced  to  afford  them  some  aid  in  going  to  the  United 
States;  or  perhaps  some  of  the  Western  States  that  invite  settlers  might  do  so.  That, 
however,  is  a  question  to  be  decided  in  America. 

3d.  It  would  do  no  harm,  and  might  be  of  great  advantage,  if  the  Meunonites  were  to 
send  a  smaU  delegation  to  America  to  see  what  could  be  done,  and  to  select  a  site  for 
the  colony. 

I  shall  at  once  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Government,  and  will  send  you 
any  information  or  instructions  I  may  receive  on  the  subject. 

You  may  communicate  this  information  to  the  Mennonites,  but  I  would  suggest  to 
you  to  be  a  little  cautious,  aA  it  is  a  oi'ime  for  a  Kussian  subject  to  emigrate  without 
the  permission  of  the  government,  and  it  is  also  a  crime  to  induce  them  to  emigrate.  In 
case,  therefore,  the  Mennonites  decide  to  go  to  America,  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to 
have  some  diplomatic  negotiations  to  obtain  for  them  the  requisite  permission. 

I  shonld  be  glad  to  have  some  more  detailed  statements  of  the  numbers  and  condi- 
tion of  these  Mennonites.  All  the  aiithorities  that  I  can  consult  here  fix  their  number 
at  less  than  forty  thousand.    Will  you  please  send  me  a  copy  of  their  petition  t 

There  are  some  Mennonites  and  kindred  religious  sects  in  Pennsylvania  who  might, 
if  addressed,  take  an  interest  in  their  co-religionists  in  Russia. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER. 


No.  377. 

Mr,  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  171.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Si.  Petersburg^  April  6, 1872.    (Received  April  25.) 

Sib  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  168,  of  March  30, 1  informed  you  of  the  pro- 
posed emigration  to  America  of  the  Meunonite  colonies  in  South  Russia. 

I  have  since  been  able  to  see  Mr.  de  Westmann,  and  informed  him  of 
the  application  we  had  received,  and  said  that,  as  I  had  no  desire  even 
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to  seem  to  entice  away  His  Majesty's  subjects  without  his  knowledge,  I 
would  tell  him  that  I  had  already  communicated  this  application  to  my 
Government.  I  said,  furth'er,  that  though  I  had  no  instructions  on  the 
subject,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  feeling  of  the  imperial  government 
with  regard  to  this  proposed  emigration.  Mr.  de  Westmann  replied 
that  he  was  then  unable  to  answer  me,  but  I  judged  from  what  he  said 
that  he  was  opposed  to  making  any  exemption  from  the  obligation  of 
military  service  in  favor  of  the  Mennonites  or  other  persons. 

The  same  evening  Mr.  de  Westmann  met  me  at  a  small  party,  and 
told  me  that  he  had  reported  our  conversation  to  the  chancellor,  and 
that  the  government  could  not  say  what  they  would  do  until  they  had 
received  a  petition  from  the  Mennonites  themselves,  asking  for  permis- 
sion to  emigrate;  that  then  they  would  reply  either  "yes''  or  "no."  Mr. 
de  Westmann  added  that  the  chancellor  thanked  me  ifor  my  communi- 
cation, and  fully  appreciated  the  spirit  which  prompted  me  to  make  it. 

I  understand  that  the  British  embassador  has  had  a  similar  conversa- 
tion with  Prince  Gortchacoff  on  the  subject. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Bulgarian  colonists  in  Bessarabia  haviB  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  Turkey,  and  that  this  is  now 
a  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  Turkish  and  the  imperial  govern- 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith,  as  of  interest,  an  article 
from  the  Kussian  World  of  yesterday,  which  takes  the  ground  that  it  is 
better  for  Russia  to  allow  the  Mennonites  to  emigrate  than  to  make 
them  an  exception  to  the  general  laws  of  the  empire. 
I  have,  &c.. 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Chargi  cP Affaires  ad  int. 


llncloenre  1  in  No.  171.— TraDsUtion.] 
IFrom  the  Russian  World  of  March  24,  {ApHl  5,)  1872.] 

We  are  informed  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  a  strong  movement  in  the  Men- 
Donite  colonies  of  the  government  of  Taurid,  and  especiaUy  in  the  districts  of  Ber- 
diansk  and  Melitopol.  The  Mennonites  wish  to  emigrate  in  a  hody.  There  are  reports 
that  they  have  already  declared  this  intention,  through  their  deputies,  to  the  Amer- 
ican consuls  in  Odessa  and  Berdinansk,  and  that  the  question  now  consists  only  in 
whether  they  shall  emigrate  to  the  United  States  or  to  Canada.  The  cause  of  this 
hardly  probable  movement,  which  threatens  to  depopulate  the  richest  lands  and  set- 
tlements in  the  south  of  Russia,  is  the  approaching  necessity  of  the  colonists  perform- 
ing military  service,  from  which  they  have  been  hitherto  exempt. 

It  is  a  great  pity  that  tens  of  thousands  of  Mennonites  cannot  reconcile  themselves 
to  the  new  order  of  things  which  now  exists  throughout  the  whole  of  Europe.  It  is, 
however,  vastly  hotter  for  Russia  to  deprive  herself  of  these  inhabitants  than  to  in- 
fringe the  principle  of  the  equality  of  all  her  subjects  in  their  obligations  toward  the 
state.  It  is  strange  for  the  Mennonites  to  insist  on  the  privileges  which  were  given  to 
them  at  the  time  of  their  colonization,  and  confirmed  by  letters-patent.  Treaties  are 
always  written  forever,  but  time  runs  on,  the  position  of  affairs  changes,  alters  the 
relations  that  existed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaties,  and  thus  destroys  the  treaties. 
Without  this  circumstance  there  would  be  a  full  and  perfect  stand-still  in  the  world. 

If  the  government  consents  to  the  exemption  of  the  Mennonites  and  other  German 
colonists  from  military  service,  it  should  immediately  dissolve  the  commission  for 
establishing  new  regulations  for  military  service.  This  commission  will  then  have 
nothing  to  do.  By  admitting  the  right  of  the  colonists  to  exemption  from  military 
service,  it  so  much  the  more  admits  the  right  to  the  same  exemption  of  the  Russian  no- 
bility, mercantile  class,  &c.,  &c.  Charters  were  granted  to  all  by  one  the  selfeame 
power,  and  have  the  same  force. 

It  is  better  to  lose  the  Mennonites  than  to  introduce  into  the  state  the  inequality  of 
rights,  and  that,  too,  in  favor  of  foreigners,  and  not  of  the  native  population. 
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No.  378. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Schuyler, 

No.  136.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  22,  1872. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  168,  of  the  30th  ultimo," relative  to  the  pro- 
posed emigration  of  Meunonite  (jolonies  from  Eussia  to  the  United 
States,  has  been  received.  From  your  account  of  those  people  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  they  would  be  valuable  citizens,  and  would  be  de- 
serving of  welcome  to  this  country.  As  Eusaian  law,  however,  forbids 
emigration  or  its  encouragement,  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  this  Gov- 
ernment to  interfere  in  the  matter  until  the  disposition  of  that  govern- 
ment, which  you  proposed  to  ascertain,  shall  be  known.  It  is  not  prob- 
able, however,  that  Congress  would  be  disposed  to  make  theciise  of  the 
Mennonites  an  exception,  by  granting  them  money  or  lands,  toward  in- 
ducing them  to  emigrate,  or  comx>ensating  them  therefor. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  379. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  175.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St  Petersburg,  April  23, 1872.    (Received  May  20.) 

Sib  :  I  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity  afforded  to  me  by  a  friend 
to  send  you  the  '*  draught  project  for  the  eighth  session  of  the  Interna- 
tional Statistical  Congress.'' 

This  congress  will  meet  in  St.  Petersburg  about  the  20th  of  August 
of  the  present  year,  under  the  presidency  of  his  imperial  highness  the 
Grand  Duke  Oonstantine,  and  will  last  about  a  week,  after  which  the 
delegates  will  visit  Moscow  to  view  the  Polytechnic  Exposition,  and  pos- 
sibly may  go  to  Nighni-Novgorod  for  the  great  fair.  The  congress  will 
be  divided  into  four  sections,  viz : 

1.  Statistics  of  population ;  methodology  of  statistics. 

2.  Industrial  statistics. 

3.  Statistics  of  commerce  and  postal  relations. 

4.  Statistics  of  criminal  justice. 

It  is  desired  by  the  committee  of  organization  that  every  country  take 
part  in  this  congress  by  means  of  ofiBcial  delegates,  and  it  is  also  thought 
desirable  that  there  should  be  one  official  or  unofficial  delegate  from  each 
country  in  each  section  of  the  congress.        •        •  .     •        •        • 
I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Charge  W Affaires  ad  int. 
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No.  380. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  178.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  May  4,  1872.    (Received  May  22.) 

Sir  :  Lord  Augustus  Loftus,  the  British  embassador,  told  me  that 
when  he  saw  Priuce  Gortcha^off  with  regard  to  the  proposed  emigration 
of  the  Mennonites,  the  prince  said  that  no  objection  would  be  made  to 
their  going,  but  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  sell  their  lands,  and 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  taxes  for  some  years  in  advance. 

It  is  now  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  the  commission  on  the  law  of 
compulsory  military  service  has  resolved  to  make  an  exception  in  favor 
of  the  Mennonites  and  others  whose  consciences  forbid  them  to  bear 
arms.  They  will. not  be  exempted  from  military  service  entirely,  as  that 
is  considered  unjust  to  the  rest  of  the  population,  but  will  be  exempted 
from  carrying  arms,  and  will  be  assigned  other  duties. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  these  statements  are  true,  nor  whether  an  ex- 
emption of  this  kind  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Mennonites. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER,   ' 
Charge  d^ Affaires  ad  int. 


No.  381. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Schuyler. 

No.  143.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  21,  1872. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  175,  of  the  23d  ultimo,  covering  a  printed 
document  relative  to  the  International  Statistical  Congress  to  be  held 
at  St.  Petersburg  in  August  next,  has  been  received.  In  reply,  I  have 
to  state  that  Mr.  Edward  Young,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  has  been  appointed  a  delegate  to  represent 
the  United  States  in  said  congress. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  382. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  July  12,  1872.    (Received  July  30.) 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  cholera  has  made  its  appearance 
both  in  this  place  and  in  Cronstadt.  It  has  gradually  worked  its  way  up 
here  from  the  southwest  of  Russia,  where  it  has  been  raging  with  great 
violence  for  the  past  month.  Kief  has  suffered  severely,  some  two 
thousand  persons  having  died  there. 

It  lias  been  at  Kief  that  the  cholera  has  made  its  first  appearance  for 
now  three  years.  This  is  thought  to  be  owing  to  changes  in  the  direc- 
tion taken  by  the  Persian  trade  in  (consequence  of  the  new  railways,  and 
to  the  immense  numbers  of  pilgrims  which  congregate  there  from  all 


RUSSIA.  493 

parts  of  Russia.  It  is  no  doubt  aggravated  by  the  almost  total  absence 
of  sanitary  regulationson  the  drains  and  cess  pools,  which  are  constructed 
in  a  very  primitive  and  unhealthy  manner. 

In  addition  to  the  cholera  the  small-pox  is  epidemic  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, there  being  now  more  than  twenty  new  cases  daily,  all  of  an 
aggravated  form. 

The  cattle-pest  has  also  made  its  appearance,  accompanied  by  great 
mortality,  in  the  neighboring  provinces  of  Tver  and  Novgorod. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Chargi  W Affaires  ad  int. 


No.  383. 
Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Curtin. 

No.  149.]  Djcpartment  of  State, 

WaMngton,  July  22,  1872. 

Srtf :  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Department,  and  the  suggestion  is 
concurred  in,  that  if  the  sympathy  which  we  entertain  for  the  inhumanly 
persecuted  Hebrews,  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia", 
were  made  known  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  it 
might  quicken  and  encourage  the  efforts  of  that  government  to  discharge 
its  duty  as  a  protecting  power  pursuant  to  the  obligations  of  the  treaty 
between  certain  European  states.  Although  we  are  not  a  party  to  that 
instrument,  and,  as  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance 
adverted  to  is  so  enormous  as  to  impart  to  it,  as  it  were,  a  cosmopolitan 
character,  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds 
are  alike  interested. 

You  will  consequently  communicate  on  this  subject  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  Russia,  in  such  way  as  you  may  suppose  might  be 
most  likely  to  compass  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  384. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  10.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  AuguM  21, 1872.     (Received  September  12.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  149,  addressed  to  Mr.  Curtin,  instructing  him  to  represent  to  the 
Russian  government  the  sympathy  which  is  entertained  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  persecuted  Hebrews  in  Roumania.  It 
appears  that  some  two  months  ago  similar  representations  were  made 
here  by  the  English  and  Italian  governments. 

It  was  proposed,  I  understand,  by  the  English  <:overnment  that  the 
powers  which  i^igned  the  convention  of  Paris  of  1858  unite  in  a  joint 
note  addressed  to  the  Prince  of  Roumania,  expressing  their  grief  at  the 
persecutions  of  the  Hebrews  which  had  taken  place  in  that  country, 
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and  their  opinion  that  they  were  an  infraction  of  Article  46  of  the  con- 
vention of  Paris  of  1858,  and  requesting  him  to  put  a  stop  to  such  illegal 
acts. 

The  Russian  government,  however,  was  of  opinion  that  such  a  course 
would  be  unwise,  because  it  might  render  precarious  the  situation  of 
Prince  Charles,  which  was  already  diflBcult,  and  might  eventually  lead 
to  opening  the  eastern  question,  which  all  the  great  powers  were 
equally  desirous  to  avoid. 

The  German  government  naturally  took  the  same  view,  and  it  was 
proposed  by  Bussia  that  each  power  individually  should,  through  its 
diplomatic  agent  at  Bucharest,  ask  the  Boumaniau  government  what 
guarantee  it  proposed  to  give  for  the  proper  and  legal  treatment  of  the 
Hebrews  in  the  future.  The  exchange  of  views  stopped  there,  and,  so 
far  as  I  can  ascertain,  nothing  more  has  taken  place.  In  this  state  of 
things  I  deemed  it  hardly  probable  thlit  the  Russian  government  would 
be  willing  to  take  any  active  steps  in  the  matter,  but  still  thought  it  best 
to  seeek  an  interview  with  Mr.  de  Westmann,  and  present  him  your 
views.  I  was  finally  able  to  see  him  to-day.  In  our  conversation  I 
stated  briefly  the  reasons  which  had  led  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  make  a  representation  on  this  subject,  and  that,  without  wish- 
ing to  urge  any  particular  course  of  action  on  the  imperial  government, 
the  President  was  desirous  of  impressing  it  with  the  sympathy  felt  in 
the  United  States  for  these  unfortunate  persecuted  Hebrews.  I  then 
presented  Mr.  de  Westmann  with  the  note  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy. 
He  read  it  over  carefully,  pausing  from  time  to  time  to  make  remarks. 
He  said  first,  that  according  to  the  information  received  by  the  imperial 
government  there  had  been  no  persecution  of  the  Hebrews  in  Roumania; 
that  there  was  indeed  a  strong  enmity  between  the  Christians  and 
the  Israelites,  but  that  in  the  quarrels'  which  had  taken  place  both 
parties  were  equally  to  blame,  enlarging  somewhat  on  the  topic  upon 
which  1  told  him  that  my  Government  had  received  different  information. 
Further  on  he  remarked  that  it  did  not  seem  to  the  imperial  government 
that  what  had  occurred  in  Roumania  was  any  infraction  of  the  conven- 
tion of  Paris,  an^  that  there  was  nothing  in  that  instrument  which 
would  give  the  Hebrews  a  right  to  ask  the  interference  of  the  signatory 
powers;  that  the  Russian,  like  the  American,  Government  had  made  it  a 
rule  not  to  interfere  in  the  public  affairs  of  other  countries.  I  then  ex- 
plained to  Mr.  de  Westmann  that  the  convention  of  1858  was  not  the 
basis  of  the  present  representation ;  that  it  was  the  character  and 
notoriety  of  the  outrages  which  had  excited  great  indignation  in  Amer- 
ica which  induced  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  address 
themselves  to  the  imperial  government,  and  that  they  did  this  in  the 
belief  that  the  imperial  government  had  certain  rights  under  treaties, 
of  advice  and  persuasion  with  the  Roumanian  government,  which  possi- 
bly they  might  feel  disposed  to  use.  After  some  other  conversation  Mr. 
de  Westmann  said  he  would  regard  any  communication  as  in  the  nature 
of  an  exchange  of  ideas  between  the  two  governments,  and  would 
accordingly  report  it  to  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  in  his  next  weekly 
report. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Chargi  d^ Affaires  ad  int. 
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Mr,  Schuyler  to  Mr.  WestmantK 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

SL  Petersburg,  Jugual  8-20,  1872. 

The  nndersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  tha  honor  to 
inform  his  excellency,  Mr.  de  Westmann,  privy  councilor,  acting  minister  of  foreign 
afifairs,  &b.,  that  he  has  received  the  instraction  of  the  President  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  imperial  government  to  the  condition  of  the  Hebrews  in  Ronniauia. 

The  persecutions  which  the  Hebrews  in  the  principalities  have  undergone  and  are 
nndorgoing  are  so  notorious  that  this  grievance  assumes  as  it  were  a  cosmopolitan 
character,  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds  are  alike  in- 
terested. The  Gk)vernment  of  the  United  States  was  not  a  party  to  the  convention  of 
Paris  of  1858,  of  which  the  acts  complained  of  by  the  Hebrews  seem  clearly  an  infrac- 
tion, and,  as  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstains  from  interfering  in  the  public  affairs  of  other 
countries,  yet  the  persecution  of  a  people  for  their  race  or  religion  cannot  fail  to  evoke 
for  them  the  sympathies  of  the  American  people. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  thinks^that  if  the  imperial  govemmeot  were 
informed  of  the  sympathy  felt  in  America  for  tlie  persecuted  and  ontraged  Hebrews  of 
the  i)rincipalities,  the  imperial  government  might  feel  encouraged  In  the  efforts  they 
are  making  to  redress  the  grievances  complained  of. 

If  the  imperial  government  should  be  able,  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  European  governments  which  signed  the  convention  of  Paris,  to  alleviate  the 
condition  of  the  Roumanian  Hebrews,  they  would  be  assured  of  the  lively  gratitude 
and  sympathy  of  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  assurances  of  his 
high  esteem  and  profound  consideration. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER. 


No.  385. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  12.j  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  August  24,  1872.    (Received  September  12.) 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  International  Statistical 
Congress  is  now  in  session  here,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Grand 
Duke  Constantine. 

A  very  large  number  of  delegates,  both  official  and  unof&cial,  is  in 
attendance,  and  the  proceedings  thus  far  are  highly  interesting.  The 
United  States  are  represented  by  the  official  delegates,  Messrs.  Edward 
Young,  William  Barnes,  and  E.  M.  Snow,  and  by  the  unofficial  persons 
delegated  in  part  by  various  statistical  societies;  Mr.  Julius  L.  Clarke, 
of  Boston,  State  superintendent  of  insurance;  Messrs.  E.  H.  Derby  and 
N.  L.  Derby,  of  Boston ;  Mr.  Alexander  Delmar,  of  Washington,  and 
the  Hon.  Charles  T.  Gorhara,  minister-resident  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Hague.  I  was  especially  invited  by  the  imperial  government  to 
take  part  in  the  congress,  and  accordingly  entered  as  a  regular  member. 

The  congress  has  now  met  in  the  principal  capitals  of  Europe,  and  a 
great  desire  is  expressed  by  nearly  all  the  members  to  hold  their  next 
session,  in  1874  or  1875,  in  the  United  States,  and  a  strong  pressure  is 
exercised  to  obtain  an  official  invitation  from  the  American  delegation. 
It  seems  that  it  is  the  rule  of  the  congress  to  meet  in  no  country  with- 
out an  official  invitation  from  its  government,  and,  therefore,  that  un- 
less this  is  had  from  the  United  States,  they  will  be  reluctantly  obliged 
to  turn  elsewhere. 

The  American  delegation  conferred  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  stated 
that  there  was  also  a  strong  desire  in  the  United  States  to  have  the 
next  meeting  of  the  congress  there. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER,     ^    t 
Chargi  W Affaires  ad  irM^^ 
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No.  386. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  13.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  August  31, 1872.    (Received  September  18.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  International  Statistical 
Congress  was  formally  closed  yesterday  by  the  Grand  Duke  Constan- 
tine,  who  delivered  a  short  address.  The  congress  has  done  much  ex- 
cellent work,  and  its  proceedings  have  been  calculated  to  advance  the 
cause  of  statistical  and  economical  science  by  trying  to  secure  uniform- 
ity and  accuracy  in  the  methods  of  collecting  and  publishing  statistics. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  any  government  to  be  more  hospitable  than 
the  Russian  government  was  on  tliis  occasion,  and  the  delegates  of  the 
different  countries  are  very  well  satisfied  with  their  reception  here. 

Before  the  close  of  the  congress  yesterday  there  was  a  discussion  as 
to  the  place  for  the  next  meeting.  A  Hungarian  delegate  offered  the 
congress,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph,  an  official  invita- 
tion to  meet  at  Pesth  in  1875.  Another  invitation  was  received  from 
Switzerland.  As  I  had  not  received  a  reply  to  my  telegram  of  August 
24,  the  delegation  of  the  United  States  did  not  feel  authorized  to  invite 
the  congress  to  America  in  the  name  of  tho  Government,  but  Mr.  Young 
read  to  the  congress  a  letter  sent  by  the  Centennial  Commission,  inviting 
the  congress  to  hold  its  next  session  in  Philadelphia  in  187G,  adding 
that  they  would  be  warmly  received  by  the  whole  American  people. 
Mr.  Young  explained  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  give  an  official 
invitation  on  behalf  of  his  Government,  because  for  that  the  assent  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  necessary,  and  that  body  was  not 
now  in  session..  He  therefore  asked  that  the  question  of  the  time  and 
place  of  the  next  meeting  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  organization 
with  power  to  act,  and  that  in  the  meanwhile  he  would  try  to  obtain 
the  official  invitation  which  the  congress  thought  necessary. 

After  some  discussion,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Young  was  adopted, 
and  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee, 
I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

ChargS  d^ Affaires  ad  int. 


No.  387. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr*  Fish. 

Ko.  16.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Peter^urg^  September  4, 1872.     (Received  September  25.) 

Sir  :  People  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  are  lost  in  conjecture  as 
to  the  purpose  of  the  conference  of  the  three  Emperors  of  Russia,  Ger- 
many, and  Austria,  which  will  take  place  at  Berlin  day  after  to-morrow. 
It  is  thought  that  this  meeting  will  be  fraught  with  consequences  of  im- 
mense importance  for  the  peace  of  Europe. 

I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  information,  as  nothing  is  known  here, 
except  t<»  the  very  few  persons  in  the  secret,  but  the  bare  fact  that  the 
Emperors  meet,  each  accompained  by  a  brilliant  military  staff  and  by 
his  minister  of  foreign  attairs,  with  several  officials.  Count  Andrassy 
takes  with  him  the  two  leading  men  of  the  Austrian  department  of  for- 
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v\gn  affairs,  and  Baron  Jomini  and  Mr.  Hamburger,  by  far  the  most 
able  men  in  the  Russian  foreign  office,  left  here  yesterday  for  Berlin,  to 
meet  Prince  Gortchakotf  there.  The  Emperor  is  accompanied  by  his  two 
sons,  the  hereditary  Grand  Duke  Alexander  and  the  Grand  Duke  Vla- 
dimir, and  his  brother  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas,  as  well  as  by  a  numer- 
ous Ataflf,  including  the  minister  of  war  and  Count  Berg,  the  lieutenant 
in  Poland. 

The  only  official  public  utterance  of  any  kind  on  the  subject  is  a  speech 
from  the  Emperor  himself.  On  the  27th  of  August  His  Majesty  was  at 
Novotcheskask,  and  after  religious  services  received  the  otanian  and 
leaders  of  the  Cossacks,  the  generals,  marshals  of  the  nobility,  and  local 
authorities,  and,  advancing  to  the  center  of  the  church,  spoke  as  follows : 

"After  all  you  heard  me  say  yesterday  in  your  circle,  1  have  oidy  one 
thing  to  add :  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  cordial  reception,  of  which 
I  shall  always  keep  a  pleasant  remembrance.  God  grant  that  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  shed  again  your  precious  blood,  and  at  the  present  mo- 
ment I  see  no  danger  menacing  us.  In  order  still  more  to  consolidate 
peace,  I  have  decided  to  undertake  a  journey  abroad,  and  I  hope  that  it 
will  not  be  without  result  for  us.  But  in  case  of  necessity  I  am  persua- 
ded that  the  troops  of  the  Don  will  reply  to  my  appeal  with  the  ardor 
they  have  always  shown  for  the  defense  of  our  fatherland." 

Such  words  in  the  mouth  of  an  emperor  always  mean  something. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Chargi  (V Affaires  ad  int 


No.  388. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  18.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg  J  September  14, 1872.  {Received  October  7.) 
JSra:  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  10,  dated  August  21,  1872,  which 
gave  a  report  of  my  conversation  with  Mr.  de  Westmann  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treatment  of  the  Hebrews  in  Roumania,  and  to  the  copy  of 
my  note  to  Mr.  de  Westmann  inclosed  therewith,  1  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  to  you  herewith  a  translation  of  a  note  on  the  same  subject  from 
Mr.  de  Westman  in  reply. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

Chargi  d? Affaires  ad  int. 


[Inclosnro  No.  1.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Westmann  to  Mr.  Schuyler, 

St.  PBTTBRflBURG,  August  28,  [September  9,]  1872, 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiviDg  the  note  you  kindly  addressed  me  dated  the 
S-20  August.  » 

The  G&vernment  of  the  Unit^  States,  in  speaking  of  the  persecntion  whi*h,  accord- 
ing to  It,  the  Israelites  endared  in  the  United  Principahties,  expresses  the  desire  of  see- 
uig  them  redressed  by  the  signatory  ^wers  to  the  convention  of  Paris  of  lri58,  the  dis- 
positions of  which  are  thonffht  to  be  infringed. 

Not  being  a  sisnatary  of  this  convention,  and  scrnpnlonsly  observing  the  prindple 
of  non-hitervention  in  the  affairs  of  other  conntriee,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  expresses  the  wish  that  the  imperial  government  of  Russia  should  judg9  it  fit, 
either  alone,  or  in  concert  with  the  other  co-signatarlee,  to  take  measures  to  alleviate  ^ 
32  PB  o    ^ 
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the  condition  of  the  Roainaniau  Israelites,  which  would  call  out  the  platitude  and 
sympathies  of  the  American  Government  and  nation. 

The  imperial  government  of  Russia  has  always  been  animated  with  the  desire  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  wishes  expressed  to  it  in  the  name  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  Nevertheless,  in  this  instance  it  regrets  that  it  must  differ  in  opin- 
ion. An  attentive  examination  of  the  engaf^emeuts  of  the  convention  of  1858  does 
not  anthorize  it  to  believe  that  these  stipulations  have  been  iutViugod.  It  conseqnetitly 
cannot  recognize  the  existence  of  sufficient  reasons  to  justify  a  diplomatic  interven- 
tion. 

Like  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  imperial  government  of  Russia  scru- 
pulously crt)8erves  the  principle  of  non-intervention  in  the  internal  aliairs  of  other 
countries. 

It  is  true  that  regretable  disorders  have  occurred  in  certain  localities  of  Roumauin, 
bilt  these  disorders  were  provoked,  as  is  unanimously  admitted,  by  some  Israelites, 
who  gave  themselves  up  to  acts  odiously  sacrilegious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Christians. 
Besides,  these  matters  have  been  regularly  submitted  to  the  courts  of  justice,  which 
have  pronounced  their  final  judgment. 

As  regards  systematic  and  notorious  persecutions  in  Roumania  against  the.  Israelite 
population,  our  official  agents  in  the  principalities  make  no  mention  of  any  in  their 
reports.    The  imperial  government  has  no  reason  to  doubt  their  impartiality. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

WESTMANX. 


No.  389. 

Mr.  Rale  to  Mr,  Schuyler. 

No.  161.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  18,  1872. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch.  No.  10,  under  date  of  August  21,  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

Your  course  relative  to  the  alleged  persecutions  of  the  Hebrews  in 
Roumania  is  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  390. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  21. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  September  29, 1872.    {Received  October  15.) 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  memorandum,  marked  A,  on 
the  legal  position  of  the  Hebrews  in  Russia. 
1  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLER, 

ChargS  d^ Affaires  ad  int. 


llnoloeure  A  in  Ko.  21.1 

MEMORANDUM  ON  THE  LEGAL  POSITIOI^  OF  THE  HEBREWS  IN  RUSSIA. 

Up  to  the  year  1835/the  Hebrews  in  Russia  and  Poland  were  subjected  to  many  and 
enerons  disabilities,  both  ciyil  and  religions.  From  that  time  the  imperial  goyernment 
has  pursued  the  oonstant  policy  of  alleyiating  their  condition,  but  though  much  has 
been  done,  much  st411  remains  to  be  done  before  the  Hebrews  will  be  on  an  equality 
with  the  other  subjects  of  the  empire.  .  ^ 
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The  disabilities  and  exceptional  position  of  the  Israelites  in  Russia  are  based,  not  on 
groauds  of  religious  intolerance,  but  on  the  idea  that  the  Hebrew  race  '^  has  a  natu- 
ral tendency  to  exploiter  the  population  in  the  midst  of  which  it  is  settled,"  and  that  the^ 
Hebi-ews  are,  therefore,  harmful  to  the  state.  The  restrictions,  therefore,  which  sur- 
round the  Hebrews  are  rather  of  a  civil  than  of  a  religious  nature,  though  these  latter 
are  not  without  their  importance. 

The  present  position  of  the  Hebrews  in  Russia,  so  far  as  it  is  regulated  or  affected 
by  the  laws,  is  substantially  this :  The  Hebrews  are  an  alien  race,  living  in  Russia  and 
owing  allegiance  to  the  imperial  government,  subject  to  all  the  burdens  and  endowed 
with  few  oi  the  privileges  of  Russian  subjects.  On  the  assumed  theory  of  their  being 
hurtful  to  the  population  at  large,  they  are  under  the  special  supervision  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  are  restricted  in  their  place  of  abode,  their  occupations,  acquisition  of 
property,  mode  of  life,  dress,  education,  and  jnanner  of  worship. 

The  special  legislation  with  regard  to  the  Hebrews  may  roughly  be  divided  into  two 
heads,  as  concerns  their  civil  and  their  religious  rights. 

CIVIL  RIGHTS. 

Hebrews  are  allowed  to  live  only  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  and  the  governments  of 
Wilna,  Grodno,  Kovno,  Minsk,  Tchernigof,  Podolia,  Volhyuia,  Poltava,  Ekaterinoslav, 
Cherson,  Bessarabia,  Kief,  (except  the  city  of  Kief,)  Taurid,  (except  Sevastopol,) 
Vitebsk,  and  Mohilef,  (in  the  last  two  without  the  right  of  living  in  villages.)  In 
the  governments  of  Courland,  Livonia,. Stavropol,  and  the  Trans-Caucasus  those  He- 
brews who  lived  there  before  the  prohibitions  of  1835,  1837,  and  1841  are  suffered  to 
remain,  but  no  others  may  settle  there. 

Hebrews  are  forbidden  to  reside  in  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Russia,  and  especially  in 
the  northeastern  and*  Caucasian  ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  w^ith  some  few  exceptions.* 
Siberia  is  absolutely  and  forever  closed  to  them..  Exceptions  to  these  prohibitions 
.with  regai'd  to  residence  are  made  in  favor  of  education,  ricjies,  and  the  mechanical 
arts. 

By  the  laws  of  186  5  and  1868  Hebrews  who  have  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
medicine  or  surgery,  or  any  university  degree,  can  live  where  they  please,  and  occupy 
themselves  with  commerce,  manufactures,  or  their  professions.  The  same  privilege  has 
been  this  year  extended  to  the  graduates  of  the  Saint  Petersburg  Technological  Insti- 
tute. For  the  purpose  of  attendance  at  the  universities  and  the  higher  educational 
establishments,  Hebrews  are  allowed  to  leave  their  settled  abodes  and  reside  in  the 
towns  where  these  establishments  exist,  but  children  of  Hebrew  parents  are  allowed 
to  receive  a  general  or  middle  education  only  in  those  places  where  they  are  permitted 
a  settled  abode. 

By  becoming  merchants  of  the  first  guild,  i.  e,,  practically  by  pajing  a  yearly  tax  of 
about  a  thousand  rubles,  Hebrews  are  allowed  to  live  in  any  city  of  the  empire,  and 
take  with  them  their  families,  domestics,  and' clerks. 

A  still  greater  exception  is  made  by  a  law  of  1868,  which  permits  Hebrew  aptisans 
to  join  trades-unions  and  guilds  outside  of  the  districts  fixed  for  their  settled  habita- 
tion, and  Hebrew  mechanicians,  distillers,  brewers,  and,  in  general,  all  artisans,  to  live 
in  any  part  of  the  empire.  Hebrews  are  also  allowed  to  go  freely  into  any  part  of  the 
empire  for  the  purpose  of  learning  or  perfecting  themselves  in  a  trade. 

One  other  restriction  remains  to  be  noticed,  based  on  the  idea  that  the  Hebrews  are 
smugglers,  which  forbids  them  to  live  within  fifty  verst«  of  the  western  frontier.  An 
attempt  to  carry  out  this  regulation  some  three  years  ago  led  to  many  complaints. 

That  these  restrictions  as  to  residence  are  not  strictly  enforced  may  be  seen  from  the 
f:M3t  that  there  are  Hebrews  in  every  government  of  Russia  except  Orenburg  and  the 
land  of  the  Don  Cossacks.  Even  in  Siberia  there  are  7,000,  and  in  the  Caucasus  16,000. 
(In  Saint  Petersburg  there  are  now  about  7,000  Hebrews,  who  have  a  synagogue,  and  in 
Moscow  a  number  almost  as  lar^e.)  Still,  the  result  is  to  keep  the  main  Eddy  of  them 
in  Poland  and  the  Western  provinces,  where  they  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  pop- 
ulation. In  Finland  there  are  none  at  all.  The  whole  numoer  of  Hebrews  in  the 
Russian  empire  is  2,348,000,  or  3.06  per  cent,  of  the  population.  In  Poland  the  Hebrews 
constitute  13  per  cent,  of  the  population,  and  in  the  government  of  Agustovo  16  per 
cent. ;  in  the  western  province  from,  9  to  13  per  cent. ;  in  New  Russia  from  2  to  9  per 
cent. ;  and  in  Courland  nearly  6  per.  cent. 

The  natural  effect  of  this  crowding  together  of  the  Hebrew  population,  combined 
with  the  restrictions  on  their  acquisition  of  landed  property,  is  to  keep  them 
in  a  comparatively  low  condition,  and  to  afford  them  little  chance  for  improvement. 
The  supporters  of  Jewish  emancipation  say,  with  reason,  that  if  the  Hebrews  are  so 
dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  thex^ountry  and  population,  why  protect  certain  govern- 

*  There  ia  one  Hebrew,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  living  in  the  city  of  Kharko£  An  ex- 
ception wan  made  in  his  favor  on  the  representation  of  the  American  legation  that  the  qaidity  of 
Hebrew  should  bo  considered  merged  into  that  of  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

o 
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mentafrom  them  at  tbe  expense  of  others  ?  Why  not  dimiuish  the  evil  by  distributing 
tbcni  throujjhout  the  empire,  particularly  amonj;  the  pnre  great  Russian  population, 
%.vhieh  is  as  richly  endowed  with  the  commercial  spirit  as  are  the  Hebrews  themselves? 
Why  make  exceptions  in  favor  of  the  rich,  who  must  on  this  reasoning  be  viistly  more 
dangerous  to  tbe  rest  of  the  population 'than  the  poor?  If  the  Hebrews  are  not  dan- 
gerous, then  the  present  restrictions  should  not  be  kept  in  force.  On  any  theory  they 
are  wrong. 

The  restrictions  on  commerce,  trade,  and  the  acquisition  of  property,  except  so  far  as 
they  result  from  the  restiicticuis  on  residence,  are  gradually  disapp«^ring.  Hebrew 
manufacturers  are  allowed  to  go  to  certain  fairs  to  sell  or  buy  goods.  Merchants  of 
the  first  guild  are  permitted  to  carrj'  on  an  export  and  hnport  trade  on  certain  condi- 
tions, and  to  visit  the  capitals  and  other  cities  for  the  purchase  of  goods  twice  a  year; 
but  their  stay  must  not  be  more  than  six  months  in  all.  Merchants  of  the  second 
guild  can  go  to  other  cities  once  a  year,  for  not  more  thau  two  months.  Hebrews  are 
also  allowed  to  go  to  other  places  to  receive  inheritances,  or  carry  on  law-suits.  But 
all  such  absences  must  be  with  the  special  permission  of  the  police,  aud,  in  certain 
cases,  of  the  government  of  the  province,  or  of  the  imperial  government. 

In  general  Hebrews  may  acquire  real  e«tat«  wherever  they  are  allowe^l  tolive^ut  they 
are  not  allowed  to  become  owners  of  any  estate  where  the  relations  between  the  Iftte 
serfs  and  their  masters  are  not  entirely  settled.  This  is  to  prevent  their  having  any 
])ower  over  Christians.  There  are  also  some  further  restrictions.  In  the  government  of 
Viteli\k  and  Mohilef,  Hebrews  cannot  purchase  or  hire  real  estate  within  three  verets 
df  any  village,  or  any  private  or  crown  estate.  In  the  government  of  Tehernigof  and 
Poltava,  since  18ij5,  tiicy  cannot  obtain  real  estate  for  the  purpose  of  settling  on 
it,  and,  in  general,  in  the  western  provinces  persons  of  Hebrew  origin  cannot  become 
jiurchasers  of  the  estates  of  the  Polish  nobles  sold  at  forced  sale  by  the  government. 

Hebrews  are  forbidden  to  employ  Christians  as  constant  domestic  servants,  but  may 
employ  them  on  temporary  occasions,  as  masons,  cai-penters,  &*c.,  or  as  workmen  in 
factories,  or  as  clerks  in  shops  and  'counting-houses.  Christian  females  who  are  em- 
ployed to  cook  and  wash  for  Christian  employ^  or  as  hands  in  factories,  must  live  in 
separate  houses  from  the  Hebrews.  This  is  in  consequence  of  the  supposed  antipathy 
of  the  lower  classes  of  the  two  races— an  antipathy  which  will  speedily  disapxtear  of 
itself  as  soon  as  the  distinctions  kept  up  by  the  laws  are  broken  down. 

From  1835  on,  the  Russian  government  was  very  Anxious  to  induce  the  Hebrews  to 
become  agriculturists,  and  consequently  granted  many  privileges  to  tln»se  who  adopted 
this  mode  of  life.  These  privileges  consisted  inter  alia  in  free  allotments  of  land  for 
village  and  homestead ;  in  aid  in  money  for  removing  from  one  place  to  another,  and  for 
the  fn-st  settlements;  in  the  constrmition  of  houses  for  the  colonists ;  in  grain  for  seed, 
and  means  of  temporary  subsistence  at  first ;  in  freedom  from  money  taxes  for  ten 
years,  and  from  recruitment  for  twenty-five  years ;  and,  finally,  in  honorary  and  money 
re\vard8  for  success  in  agriculture.  *'  But  all  such  favors  and  privileges,"  to  quote  the 
words  of  an  official  document  emanating  from  the  ministry  of  the  interior,  **  did  not 
bring  about  the  desired  results,  aud  the  establishment  of  Hebrew  agriculturists  pre- 
sents only  a  long  series  of  facts  showing  the  systematic  and  constant  misuse  of  these 
favors.  In  view  of  these  facta  and  of  the  general  disposition  of  the  Hebrews  for 
petty  trade  rather  than  settled  labor,  the  government  being  confirmed  in  the 
impossibility  of  making  profitable  agriculturists  of  the  Hebrews,  repealed  the 
law  giving  money  assistance  to  Hebrews  becoming  agriculturists  as  well  as 
generally  all  the  special  regulations  concerning  the  Hebrew  agriculturists  then  in 
tbrce."  These  regulations  were  repealed,  by  an  imperial  order,  in  1866.  It  is,  perbapB, 
not  entirely  owing  to  tbe  indisposition  of  the  Hebrews  to  agriculture  that  these 
efforts  of  the  government  were  unsuccessful.  It  was  as  difficult  to  leave  the  agri- 
cultural class  as  it  was  easy  to  enter  it.  Therefore,  none  but  the  poorest  Hebrews  ac- 
cepted the  offers  of  colonization,  and  many  of  them  died  on  the  road  to  tbe  distant 
colonies,  and  the  rest  reached  them  utterly  ignorant  of  how  to  cultivate  the  land,  and 
without  instructors.  Besides,  they  were  forbidden  to  employ  Christians  as  laborers, 
and  were  not  allowed  to  live  near  enough  the  villagers  of  other  faiths  to  have  any 
competition.  The  assistance  offered  by  the  government  was  insufficient  to  carry  them 
over  a  single  year  of  bad  harvest,  and  these,  together  with  an  unaccustomed  toil,  were 
enough  to  ruin  the  colonies.  Some  few,  however^  succeeded  in  tiding  over  the  first  bad 
years,  and  those  are  said  to  be  now  in  a  flourishing  state.  With  regard  to  the  service 
of  the  state,  no  person  who  is  a  Hebrew  by  race  or  religion  can  become  an  officer  of 
the  army,  the  rights  of  Hebrews,  in  this  respect,  being  far  inferior  to  those  of  Moham- 
medans. Recruiting,  on  the  contrary,  has  ofY'Cn  been  pressed  with  more  severity 
against  the  Hebrews  than  against  the  rest  of  the  population,  and  this  was  especially 
the  case  during  the  Crimean  war.  But  as  a  law  is  now  under  consideration,  making 
military  service  equable  and  compulsory  on  all  classes  of  the  population,  it  is  probable 
that  these  distinctions  will  be  done  away  with. 

All  Hebrews  who  have  taken  the  degree  of  doctor  at  any  Russian  university  are  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  goverjpment  service.  Otherwise  it  is  impossible  for  them,  withoot  a 
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special  permission  of  the  Emperor.  ChriHtians,  on  the  other  hand,  may  enter  the  govern- 
ment service  without  any  literary  qnalitications,  and,  with  only  a  degree  of  candidate, 
corresponding  to  our  bachelor  of  arts,  they  have  the  right  to  a  government  place.  In 
all  the  goverument  and  rabbinical  Hebrew  schools,  the  teachers  may  10  either  Hebrews 
or  Christians,  but  only  the  Christians  have  the  right  to  pensions  and  rewards  accruing 
from  service.  The  inspectors  and  various  other  officers  inusft  be  Christians.  In  all  insti- 
tutions of  self-government  where  the  meniberg  are  elected,  such  as  trade  corporations, 
municipal  bodies,  city  governments,  &c.,  the  nou-Christians  can  only  constitute  one- 
third,  and  no  Hebrew  can  be  chosen  as  mayor  of  a  city,  or  temporarily  fulfill  his  duties. 
Thus,  in  a  town  such  as  Berditchef  or  Ziiitomar,  where  nine-tenths  of  the  iuhabitauts 
are  Hebrews,  the  majority  has  no  voice,  and  the  town  is  practically  governed  by  the 
very  small  minority  of  Christians. 

The  Hebrews  in  every  town  form  a  distinct  community,  governed  by  a  body  called 
the  kagal,  which  is  unofficially  recognized  by  the  government,  and  made  use  of  for  the 
collection  of  taxes  and  recruits.  In  the  province  of  Courland  the  kagal  is  officially 
recognized  by  a  special  law.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  kagal,  there  are  rabbinical 
courts,  whose  decisions  are  governed  by  the  Talmndic  law,  both  parties  beiug  obliged 
to  bind  themselves  not  to  refer  the  case  to  a  civil  tribunal.  These  courts,  which  arc 
generally  unrecognized  by  the  government,  are,  as  well  as  the  kagal,  said  to  be  some- 
times made  instruments  of  great  tyranny  and  oppression  toward  the  lower  classes  of 
Hebrews,  the  Hebrew  community  being  so  arranged  that  only  the  rich  and  aristocratic 
take  part  in  its  government." 

In  these  Hebrew  communities  there  has  existed  for  ages  a  special  tax,  calhnl  the 
Korohotchnkif  tax,  which  is  now  recognized  and  regulated  by  law.  This  tax  is  devoted 
to  the  wants  of  the  Hebrew  comnuiuity,  to  the  defidencies  in  the  paym«nt  of  their 
taxes  and  performance  of  other  duties,  to  the  payment  of  the  communal  debts,  the 
foundation  and  support  of  Hebrew  schools,  and  to  other  benevolent  purposes.  The  tax 
is  raised  by  imposts  on  the  butchering  of  meat  in  the  Hebrew  form,  on  the  sale  of  meat 
so  killed,  on  Sabbatical  candles,  and  by  penalties  for  the  uon-fuldllment  of  all  the  tax 
regulations,  by  an  impost  on  the  income  of  landed  property  belonging  to  Hijbrews,  on 
Hebrew  manufactures,  and  on  the  estates  of  deceased  Hebrews,  and  by  the  money 
paid  for  wearing  the  Hebrew  costume.  The  kagal  is  also  allowed  to  impose  a  tax  on 
all  liquors  sold  in  taverns  and  dram-shops  kept  by  Hebrews  in  country  villages.  This 
•  tax  falling,  of  course,  on  the  consumers,  is  really  paid  by  the  Christians,  for  the  peas- 
ants are  the  only  customers  of  these  dram-shops.  Whatever  harm  is  therefore  done  to 
the  Russian  peasantry  in  this  particular  arises  from  the  Russian  law  itself. 

^  RELIGIOUS  RIGHTS. 

The  ruling  principle  in  the  Russian  legislation  is  that  of  complete  tolerance  to  all 
religion^,  including,  of  course,  the  Jewish,  Mohammedan,  and  heathen,  the  orthodox 
Eastern  Church  being  the  religion  of  the  State.  This  tolerance  does  not,  however, 
extend  to  proselytism,  and  any  one  converting  a  Russian  subject  from  one  religion  to 
another,  except  the  orthodox  faith,  even  from  one  non-Christian  religion  to  another,  is 
liable  to  heavy  punishment.'  The  state  church  reserves  to  itstdf  the  monopoly  of  pros- 
elytism, but  the  laws  strictly  forbid  any  force,  threats,  or  compulsion  being  used  in 
such  conversion.  TIih  state,  however,  takes  an'  interest  in  conversions  from  Judaism, 
and  gives  every  convert  from  15  to  30  rubles  in  nmuey,  and  freedom  from  taxes  for 
three  or  hve  years,  as  an^assistance  to  them  in  case  their  mwansof  livelihood  sliould  hn 
cut  oir  by  their  former  co-religionists.  The  law  demands  that  every  conversion  shall  be 
voluntary,  and  forbids  the  baptism  of  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age  without 
the  written  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians.  On  the  conversion  of  the  parents 
the  children  under  seven  years  are  also  baptised ;  if  only  one  of  the  parents  is  con- 
vert+'d,  the  sons  under  seven  follow*  the  religion  of  the  father,  the  danghtei-s  that  of 
the  mother.  Clrrhlren  over  seven  cannot  be  baptised  without  their  own  consent,  even 
at  the  wish  of  their  parent-".  While  conversions  from  Judaism  are  thus  approved  of, 
backsliding  into  the  old  faith  is  punished  with  the  severest  penalties. 

One  very  unjust  regulation  against  the  Hebrews,  springing  from  their  religion,  is 
that  "  in  districts  where  the  Judaizing  heresy  (a  heresy  in  the  E;istern  chun-h  which 
follows  chiefly  the  Old  Testament,  keeps  Saturday,  «tc.)  prevails,  all  the  Hebrews, 
without  exception,  must  be  expelled,  and  not  one  allowed  to  remain  under  any  pre- 
text."   This  18  punishing  the  innocent  for  the  guilty. 

Marriage  with  non-Christians  is  forbidden  to  Russian  subjects  of  the  orthodox  or  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  Protestant«Jwe  only  forbidilen  to  marry  heathen.  Persons 
of  the  Lutheran  religion  (for  the  Lutheru  Church  is  tj  a  certain  extent  established  in 
Russia)  may  marry  Hebrews  with  the  consent  of  the  local  consistory,  but  the  marriage 
must  be  according  to  the  Lutheran  rite,  and  the  Hebrew  party  must  give  a  written 
promise  to  educate  the  children ais  Christians,  and  not  to  convert  the  spouse  to  Judaism. 


*  See  Braphmann,  Book  qf  Kagal  and  Hebrew  Fraternities,  passim. 
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Catholics  marrying  Hebrews  or  Lutherans  marrying  them,  without  conforming  to  these 
regulations,  are  subjected  to  imprisonment  for  eighty  days,  but  the  marriages  seem  to 
be  valid.  In  case  of  a  mixtd  marriage,  if  the  children  are  not  brought  up  Christians, 
or  if  an  attempts  made  to  convert  the  Christian  spouse  to  Judaism,  the  marriage  is 
dissolved,  and  the  offending  party  punished. 

In  the  case  of  conversion  to  Christianity  of  a  Hebrew  husband  or  wife,  the  marriagfe 
can  be  dissolved  at  the  request  of  either  party,  and  the  converted  person  can  marry  a 
Christian.  But  the  marriage  may  remain  in  force  at  the  wish  of  the  parties,  provided 
the  consort  will  endeavor  to  convert  his  spouse,  and  the  Hebrew  spouse  will  agree  not 
to  influence  the  children  to  remain  Hebrews  or  abuse  the  other  party  on  account  of  his 
or  her  conversion. 

It  is  plain  that  any  antipathy  of  the  common  people  toward  the  Hebrew  cannot  be 
eradicated  so  long  as  the  government  itaelf  marks  them  out  as  a  peculiar  people,  with 
whom  marriage  is  illegal. 

Another  mark  of  religious  intolerance  is  the  law  which  forbids  everywhere  the  use  by 
Hebrews  of  a  special  dres^  or  costume,  even  though  it  is  required  by  their  religious 
belief.  This  law,  after  various  vain  endeavors  to  enforce  it,  especially  in  Poland  two 
or  three  years  ago,  is  so  modified  that,  in  the  districts  where  Hebrews  are  allowed  4 
settled  residence,  they  may  wear  their  distinctive  costumes  on  payment  of  a  fixed  tax, 
which  goes  to  the  Hebrew  benevolent  institutions.  Children  under  ten  years  of  age 
and  old  men  over  sixty  are  exempt  from  this  tax.  There  is  also  a  tax  of  five  rubles  for 
wearing  the  Jewish  cap.  Women  are  forbidden  to  shave  their  heads  under  a  penalty 
of  five  rubles  for  each  offense.  When  Hebrews  pass  the  district  of  their  settled  resi- 
dence, they  must  wear  the  usual  costume  of  the  country,  and  have  about  them  no  dis- 
tinctive Hebrew  marks. 

These  regulations  bear  only  on  Hebrews.  Mohammedans  and  heathens  are  allowed 
to  shave  their  heads,  and  to  wear  any  costume  they  choose  in  any  part  of  the  empire. 

In  the  districts  set  apart  for  their  settled  residence,  the  Hebrews  enjoy  the  same 
freedom  of  worship  as  other  religious  communities  in  the  empire,  and  the  military 
force  can  even  be  called  into  project  them.  Hebrews  under  imprisonment  are  freed 
trom  labor  on  Saturday.  Hebrew  school -children  are  not  obliged  to  attend  the  in- 
structions in  the  Christian  religion.  Hebrews  may  make  oath  according  to  their  own 
religious  form.  Saturday  is  given  to  them  as  a  day  of  grace  in  the  payment  of  promi- 
sory  notes,  &c.  By  permission  of  the  authorities,  a  synagogue  may  be  built  for  every  • 
eighty  Hebrew  houses,  and  a  school  of  prayer  for  every  thirty  houses,  but  these  build- 
ings must  not  be  nearer  than  700  feet  to  any  Christian  church.  The  synagogues,  like 
Christian  churches,  are  exempt  from  taxes  and  the  quartering  of  troops.  The  wine  and 
liquor  used  in  the  Hebrew  religious  service  pay  no  excise  duty. 

The  religious  officers,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  the  rabbi,  are  chosen  by  Hebrew  com- 
munity, under  the  regulations  and  with  th«  confirmation  of  the  Government.  The 
rabbi  has  no  right  to  punish  the  Hebrews  belonging  to  his  congregation  with  pains, 
curses,  or  excommunication,  nor  to  refuse  to  any  of  them  the  rites  of  their  faith.  Any 
infraction  of  this  regulation  is  severely  punished,  by  a  fine  and  the  removal  of  the 
rabbi  from  his  office,  but  only  on  a  complaint  of  the  community.  The  sole  complaint 
of  the  person  who  is  punisheu  is  disregarded.  The  religious  affairs  of  the  Hebrews  are 
under  the  general  superintendence  of  a  rabbinical  commission  of  seven  members,  at- 
tached to  the  imperial  ministry  of  the  interior. 

The  official  language  of  the  rabbinical  commission  is  Russian,  but.some  other  official 
documents  may  be  in  Hebrew.  The  registers  of  births,  deaths,  &c.,  must  be  kept 
in  both  Russian  and  Hebrew,  (either  the  old  Hebrew  or  the  jargon.)  Hebrew  mer- 
chants must  keep  their  books  either  in  Russian,  Polish,  or  Gt?nuan;  or,  if  in  Hebrew, 
must  have  a  translation  on  the  next  page.  This  is  the  only  restriction  on  the  use  of 
the  Hebrew  language.  Wills  written  in  Hebrew  are  atimitted  to  probate,  and  oaths 
are  administered  to  Hebrews  not  speaking  Russian  in  their  local  dialect.  In  order  to 
spread  the  knowledge  of  the  Russian  language  among  the  Hebrews,  it  is  required  to  be 
taught  in  all  the  Hebrew  schools,  and  is  now  allowed  to  be  used  in  the  religious  service. 

As  regards  education,  besides  the  rabbinical  and  private  schools,  and  the  government 
schools  "for  the  education  of  Hebrew  youths,"  Hebrew  children  of  both  sexes  are 
admitted  to  all  schools  and  educational  institutions  in  the  \)iace  where  their  parents 
reside  without  any  distinction  from  other  children.  Hebrew  books  must  be  submitted 
to  the  censorship,  and  a  special  tax  is  laid  on  them  for  the  support  of  Hebrew  schools. 

Such  is,  in  the  main,  the  legal  position  of  the  Hebrews  in  Russia.  Some  minor  re- 
gulations have  not  been  noticed,  and  there  are  many  varying  local  enactments  in  the 
dift'ereut  provinces  and  towns  which  could  be  taken  into  consideration  only  with  great 
difficulty. 

It  is  chiefly  during  the  reign  of  the  present  Emperor  that  the  laws  directed  againat 
the  Hebrews  have  been  mitigated.  Just  after  the  emancipation  of  the  serfs,  there  was 
a  general  movement  of  the  Russian  liberals  for  the  emancipation  of  the  Jews.  Now, 
siiier  the  K]>read  of  slavouapliile  and  ultra •Rnssiau  ideas,  it  is  not  unusual  to  fin^  strong 
liberals  and  democrats  who  are  animated  with  the  feelings  of  the  Middle  Ages  toward 
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tbe  Hebrews,  and  even  some  of  the  prominent  journals,  snch  as  the  Golos,  are  con- 
stantly attackin/s;  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  most  truly  liberal  politicians  and  their 
organs,  such  as  the  Messenger  of  Europe,  and  the  Saint  Petersbiirgh  Gazette,  (of  the 
Academy,)  are  in  favor  of  reraovinff  from  the  Hebrews  all  restrictions  whatever,  and 
thus  aiding  them  to  coalesce  with  the  rest  of  the  population.-  A  strong  movement  is 
also  going  on  among  the  Hebrews  themselves  for  their  elevation  and  enlightenment. 
Schools  are  founded,  journals  are  established  devoted  to  their  interests,  and  pamphlets 
and  booka  are  published,  not  only  to  call  the  attention  of  Russians  to  the  injustice 
they  are  doing  to  the  Hebrews,  but  for  their  own  profit  and  instruction.  There  are 
♦'fforts  at  reform,  too,  to  free  the  lower  classes  from  the  not  infrequent  tyrany  of  the 
kagal  and  the  rabbinical  councils. 

There  is  need  of  all  this  and  much  more;  for,  in  spite  of  the  recent  reforms,  the  con- 
dition of  the  Hebrews  in  Russia,  massed  together  in  the  western  provinces,  without 
room  for  productive  occupation  or  healthy  competition,  is  growing  worse  and  worse. 
Indeed,  a  recent  Hebrew  writer,  Mr.  Orshansky,  (The  Hebrews  in  Russia,  by  T.  G. 
Orehansky,  Saint  Petersburg,  1872,  page  13,)  says  that  "  the  general  economical  pro- 
Ijress  of  Russian  life  has  proved  injurious  to  the,  interests  of  the  Hebrew  population;" 
and  goes  on  to  show  that  the  emancipation  of  the  peasants,  the  organization  of 
credit  banks,  the  railways,  the  changes  made  in  government  contracts,  brandy,  farm- 
ing, <&c.,  the  lowering  of  the  tariff,  and  cessation  of  smuggling,  the  rural  and  munici- 
pal self-governments,  have  all  been  prejudicial  to  the  Hebrews.  Their  former  clients, 
the  proprietors,  are  learning  todo  without  them  as  factors  and  managers ;  the  peasants 
get  loans  at  the  banks ;  the  improvement  in  the  communications  have  ruined  the 
country  taverns;  there  is  less  liquor  drank ;  there  are  fewer  uses  for  middlemen,  and  it 
18  harder  to  live  otf  of  the  weaknesses  and  follies  of  other  people. 

That  the  Hebrews  were  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  ruined  by  the  increase  of  the 
;jcneial  prosperity  is  not  their  fault,  but  that  of  the  laws  which  placed  them  in  this 
position,  and  forced  them  to  snch  means  of  livelihood.  There  is  an  historical  reason 
for  it.  The  old  Polish  laws  forbade  the  peasants  to  engage  in  trade  ;  the  nobles  thought 
it  beneath  their  dignity.  The  Hebrews,  who  were  cut  off  from  agriculture  and  other 
pursuits  and  professions,  naturally  monopolized  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  fell  into 
this  petition  of  being  tho  factors,  the  go-betweens,  and  the  agents  of  both  the  upper 
and  the  lower  classes,  making,  of  course,  their  profit  from  each.  With  the  changes  in 
the  lawi  which  benefit  both  upper  and  lower  classes,  by  making  them  more  inde- 
j)endeut  the  Hebrews  are  cut  oft' from  the  means  of  livelihood  which  the  oppression  of 
ceuturiej  had  condemned  them  to  seek,  and  are  reduced  to  their  prijsent  deplorable 
conditioi.  To  quote  again  the  words  of  Mr.  Orshansky,  page  42:  ^*In  the  life  of  the 
Hebrewe of  Western  Russia  are  noticed  all  the  symptoms  of  the  social  malady  known 
under  tie  name  of  prolotarianism — a  lack  of  settled  residences,  constant  change  of 
domicileand  vagrancy,  lamentable  sanitary  conditions,  and,  as  their  consequence,  a 
great  mo'tality,  a  lowering  of  morality,  a  want  of  means,  and  an  iusiguihcant  amount 
of  pro  tits  and  money  saved."  * 

This  slows  the  absolute  necessity  of  some  change.  The  spirit  of  modern  Russian 
legislatioi  is  to  fuse  together  the  different  races  that  inhabit  the  empire  and  to  make 
them  all  lussiansr  It  is  obvious  that  this  object  cannot  be  attained,  so  fara«  the  Hebrews 
are  conce  ried,  while  laws  exist  which  render  them  a  separate  and  distinct  body,  and, 
by  castin;  a  slur  on  thetn,  cause  them  only  to  shut  themselves  still  more,  and  to  resist 
all  attenijts  to  draw  them  into  normal  relations  with  the  rest  of  the  body  politic. 

EUGENE  SijHUYLER. 
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No.  391. 

Mr.  Bifldle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  D.]  Legation  of. the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  Dec.  11, 1871.     (Received  Jan.  1,  1872.) 
Su:  The  correspondence  of  my  predecessor  lias  extended  to  the 
overhrow  of  the  government  of  General  Dueiias,  and  the  assumption 
of  iHwer  by  "  the  citizen  marshal  president,  Don  Santiago  Gonzalez.'' 
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» 

On  the  IGtli  dny  of  October,  of  this  year,  a  national  constituent 
congress  proclaiined  a  liberal  republican  constitution  for  Salvador, 
special  reference  to  wlii(;h  shall  form  the  subject  of  a  future  dispatch. 
The  declaration  of  rights  guarantees^he  essential  elements  of  freedom  ; 
the  respective  functions  of  the  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  are 
well  balanced,  an<i  careful  provision  is  made  to  insure  representation 
of  the  masses  and  purity  iu  the  elections.  On  the  3d  instant  these  . 
were  duly  inaugurated,  terminating  in  the  almost  unanimous  choice  of 
the  provisional  President  as  the  supreme  ruler  for  the  ensuing  two 
years.  Tiie  ceremonies  were  conducted  with  perfect  order.  None  were 
restrained  in  speech  or  action,  and  the  President  elect  received  the  sal- 
utation of  his  compatriots  with  becoming  dignity.  It  is,  however,  a 
noticeable  fact,  that  while  the  population  of  this  city  is  estimated  at 
over  twenty  thousand,  not  beyond  one  hundred  individuals  qualified 
themselves,  by  timely  registration,  to  vote.  And  I  am  told  that  thi.^ 
neglect  applied  equally  to  the  country  districts.  I  was  informed  by 
the  minister  of  Ibreign  relations  that  it  was  the  only  peaceful  and 
satistiietoiy  event  of  the  kind  within  his  knowledge,  and  that  it 
heralded  an  era  of  peace  and  prosperity.  By  the  I()th  and  17th  sec- 
tions of  article  30,  Chapter  VIII,  it  is  one  of  the  attributes  of  the  legis- 
lative f)ower  to  declare  and  proclaim  in  general  assembly  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  republic,  and  to  themselves  v^ote, 
(as  in  the  United  States,)  when  a  plurality  of  suffrages  only  is  possessed 
by  the  leading  caiulidate.  Also,  the  oath  of  office  is  administered  >efore 
the  congress.  This  body  convenes,  without  letter  of  convocaton,  in 
each  year,  from  the  1st  to  the  5th  of  January,  and  the  sessions  cannot 
exceed  forty  days.  It  is  composed  of  two  chambers,  one  of  deputies 
and  the  other  of  senators.  The  deputies  are  elected  eachyetr;  the 
senators  for  three  years,  but  §o  that  one-third  shall  be  annually  rmewed. 

Thus  a  fair  prospect  of  future  tranquillity  seems  opened  for  Sdvador. 
Within  her  borders  the  elements  are  calm,  but  prudence  mightdi^tate 
resers^e  in  an  opinion  as  to  the  portents  abroad.  Guatemala  is  let  very 
unsettled,  and  the  torch  of  war  may  yet  be  re-lighted. 

Honduras  is  in  a  fierce  contest  with  a  serious  revolt  of  its  Indian 
population,  and  the  authorities  are  aided  by  troops  from  Silvador. 
Nicaragua  seems  now  inactive,  but  intently  watching  results,  ^s  sud- 
den and  as  unforeseen  as  the  volcanic  eruptions  in  these  landsare,  the 
political  vicissitudes  and  a  preponderance  of  some  of  the  abov^nalned 
influences  might  at  any  time  precipitate  war  upon  these  comnunities. 
There  is  a  proposition  for  the  assembling  at  La  Union,  in  Salvador,  of 
delegates  from  the  ti\e>  Central  American  states,  to  discuss  theproposi- 
tion  of  the  revival  of  their  confederation.  This  existed  from  1$3  until 
1839,  and  all  efforts  for  its  restoration  have  hitherto  provei  futile. 
Properly  consolidated,  it  should  prove  a  powerful  guarantee  o?  peace, 
progress,  and  strength,  but  at  the  threshold  it  meets  opposition.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  reconcile  sectional  jealousies  and  private  ambitions,  and 
the  equitable  adjustment  of  the  national  indebtedness  will  be  fraight 
with  perplexities.  Thus  Salvador  has  no  foceigu  and  only  a  trfling 
domestic  debt,  readily  disposed  of,  while  some  of  the  other  stat^sowe 
millions.  They  havp  before  them,  however,  the  example  of  the  Udted 
States  of  Colombia,  in  which  a  pro-rata  distribution  was  effective!*  ac- 
complished. And  Salvador,  moreover,  seems  to  be  the  very  stamard- 
bearer  for  union.  In  his  speech  upon  my  presentation,  President  Gon- 
zalez says,  "As[)iramos  por  la  consolidacion  de  unestro6rden  politic,  a 
seme  jarnos  4  lagrau  republica  del  Norte,"  &c.,  (we  may^pe  foithe 
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consolidation  of  our  political  order,  assimilating  ourselves  to  the  great 

republic  of  the  North,  &c.) 

#  *  *  #  #  *  * 

After  enumerating  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  imitation 
of  virtuous  patriots,  the  salutary  exercise  of  the  rights  of  citizenship, 
the  advice  of  intelligent  and  honorable  men,  that  right  may  be  the  most 
powerful  ally  of  mora4ity  and  progress,  and  that,  finally,  the  great 
necessity  is  the  confederation  of  the  states,  "  as  liberty  cannot  exist  in 
any  one  of  these  countries  separated  from  the  fortunes  of  the  rest.'' 

I  have  held  a  conversation  with  President  Gonzalez,  in  which  he 
spoke  with  absolute  enthusiasm  of  the  President  and  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  spoke  of  the  unity  of  these  republics  as  nearest  his 
heart.  He  however  thought  that  it  would  necessarily  be  the  work  of 
time,  many  prejudices  and  obstacles  opposing.  His  visit  to  the  confines 
of  Guatemala  had  been  fruitless,  the  President  of  that  state  being  ab- 
sent from  the  appointed  place  through  illness.  He  seemed  to  imagine 
that  the  influence  of  Costa  Rica  might  be  adverse  to  the  re-union,  but 
thought  that  the  steady  co-operation  of  Guatemala  and  Salvador,  if 
effected,  would  carry  the  day.  He  told  me  that  in  the  principle  that 
union  was  strength,  was  the  very  foundation  of  his  political  views.  He 
spoke,  also,  of  the  im[)ulsion  which  internal  improvements  would  give  ' 
to  Salvador,  and  said  that  he  advocated  the  construction  of  roads  and 
telegraphs  whenever  justified  financially. 
1  have,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  392. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  13.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  January  5,  1872.     (Received  February  16.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  10, 1  have  now  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit a  printed  copy  of  ''  the  political  constitution  of  the  republic  of  Sal- 
vador, decreed  by  the  constituent  assembly  the  16th  day  of  October, 
1871/'  Its  brief  preamble  is,  ^«ln  the  presence  of  God,  the  Supreme  Legis- 
lator of  the  Universe,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Salvadorian  people,  the 
national  constituent  congress  decrees,  sanctions,  and  proclaims  the  fol- 
lowing constitution." 

Chapter  first  declares  that  the  nation  is  the  political  association  of 
all  the  people  of  Salvador;  that  it  is  sovereign,  free,  and  independent, 
and  can  never  become  the  patrimony  of  any  family  or  person,  and  its 
succession  is  to  be  regulated  by  elections  conformably  to  the  law.  All 
power  emanates  from  the  people. 

The  boundaries  of  Salvador  are,  to  the  east,  the  Bay  of  Fonseca ;  to 
the  north,  the  republics  of  Guatemala  and  Honduras;  to  the  west,  the 
River  Paz  ;  and  to  the  south,  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  government  is  republican,  popular,  representative,  and  succes- 
sive, and  shall  be  administered  by  three  distinct  and  independent  pow- 
ers, the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial. 

"  The  Catholic  religion,  Roman  apostolic,  is  that  of  the  state,  and  the 
government  will  protect  it.  It  tolerates  the  public  worship  of  the 
Christian  denominations  when  they  preserve  morality  and  the  public 
peace.''  '  r^  T 
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The  second  chapter  prescribes  that  natural-born  Salvadoreans  are — 

Ist.  All  born  within  the  territory  of  Salvador,  excepting  the  children 
of  foreigners  not  naturalized. 

2d.  The  children  of  foreigners  by  a  Salvadorean  mother,  or  vice  versa, 
born  within  the  territory  of  Salvador. 

3d.  The  children  born  to  a  Salvadorean  father  in  a  foreign  country, 
where  he  is  not  naturalized. 

Naturalized  Salvadoreans  are  those  who,  in  conformity  to  prior  laws, 
have  acquired  this  quality,  and  those  who  hereafter  obtain  it  according 
to  the  following  rules : 

1st.  The  Spanish-American  dtily  obtains  letters  of  naturalization 
from  the  government  after  a  year's  residence  and  good  conduct  in  the 
republic. 

2d.  Other  foreigners  who  solicit  and  obtain  such  letters,  having 
proved  two  years  of  residence  and  their  good  conduct. 

3d.  Those  naturalized  by  act  of  the  legialature. 

All  Salvadoreans  are  citizens  who  have  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  are  of  good  character,  and  who  possess  any  ot*  the  following 
qualifications :  To  be  father  of  a  family  or  head  of  a  house.  To  know 
how  to  read  and  write,  or  to  have^  means  of  maintenance.  Also,  adults 
of  eighteen  years  with  literary  degrees  are  citizens.  The  privileges  of 
citizenship  may  be  suspended — 

1st.  By  imprisonment,  or  criminal  process  not  admitting  bail. 

2d.  Legally-declared  fraudulent  indebtedness,  or  under  execution  for 
indebtedness,  to  the  public  treasury. 

3d.  Notoriously  vicious  conduct  or  confirmed  vagrancy. 

4th.  Mental  aberration.  ' 

5th.  Judicial  interdiction. 

Those  shall  forfeit  the  quality  of  citizens  who — 

1st.  Are  convicted  of  unbailable  oflfenses. 

2d.  llesiding  in  the  republic,  accept  employment  from  any  other  na- 
tion without  license  from  the  legislature. 

3d.  Those  naturalized  abroad. 

4th.  Those  selling  their  vote  at  popular  elections. 

Only  those  in  the  exercise  of  citizenship  can  obtain  appointment  or 
office  under  the  republic. 

The  third  chapter  relates  to  foreigners.  Whenever  resident  in  Sal- 
vador, foreigners  are  subject  to  the  ordinary  imposts  and  obligations 
as  the  Salvadoreans,  and,  in  case  of  injury  to  tlieir  persons  or  prop- 
erty, have  the  same  right  to  prosecute  in  the  tribunals.  They  jnay 
also,  in  like  manner,  urge  claims  against  the  nation  in  the  proper  tribu- 
nals, in  the  same  manner  as  may  Salvadoreans. 

Foreigners  cannot,  under  any  pretext,  take  part  in  the  popular  elec- 
tions, nor  in  the  political  questions  of  the  country,  and,  contravening 
this,  they  shall  bo  punished  conformably  to  law.  Foreigners  may  ac- 
(piire  real  estate,  but  it  is  to  remain  subject  to  the  same  liabilities  as  if 
in  the  possession  of  Salvadoreans. 

"The  circumstance  of  the  marriage  of  a  Salvadorean  woman  with  a 
foreigner  does  not  deprive  her  of  her  status  as  a  Salvadorean,  nor  is 
her  property  exempted  from  the  imposts  and  dues  to  which  is  subjected 
that  of  other  Salvadoreans."  How  far  this  declaration,  seemingly  in 
derogation  of  the  generally-received  international  principle  that  the 
nationality  of  the  wife  follows  that  of  her  husband,  will  be  accepted  by 
other  nations,  may  probably  be  a  question  should  the  point  ever  arise. 

Adult  children  of  foreigners  within  a  year  of  iheir  qualification  must 
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elect  as  to  their  national  status,  otherwise  they  will  be  taken  as  natu- 
ralized. 

Chapter  fourth  regulates  the  election  districts. 

By  chapter  fifth  it  is  provided  that  the  President  must  be  a  natural- 
bom  citizen  of  Salvador,  thirty -three  years  of  age,  and  not  over  sixty- 
five.  He  must  be  in  the  exercise  of  uninterrupted  citizenship  for  five 
years  prior  to  the  election,  to  be  of  admitted  honor  and  education,  and 
to  possess  real  property,  udincumbered,  of  not  less  than  $10,000  within 
the  republic.  The  President  can  neither  hypothecate  nor  convey  this 
estate,  during  his  term  of  office,  nor  for  two  years  thereafter. 

Natives  of  the  other  Central  American  states  may  be  elected  to  the 
presidency,  provided  that  they  have  resided  in.  Salvador  for  fifteen 
years  previous  to  the  election,  and  not  to  have  lost  citizenship  for  the 
preceding  five  years  ;  to  possess  in  Salvador  unincumbered  real  estate 
to  the  value  of  $20,000,  &c.;  to  have  intermarried  with  a  Salvadorean ; 
to  have  lent  important  services  to  the  republic,  and  to  be  not  less  than 
thirty-three  years  of  age,  nor  more  than  sixty-five. 

Then  follow  provisions  as  to  the  qualifications  for  vice-president,  sena- 
tors, deputies,  and  their  subordinates,  justices  of  the  court,  &c.,  &c. 
No  ecclesiastic  can  obtain  office  by  popular  election. 

Justices  cannot  sit  as  associates  if  they  are  within  the  fourth  degree 
of  consanguinity,  or  within  the  second  of  affinity  to  one  another. 

No  appointee  of  the  executive  can  be  elected  senator  or  deputy  until 
six  months  after  his  office  has  terminated.  Nor  can  senators  or  depu- 
ties obtain  appointments  during  the  term  for  which  they  have  been 
elected. 

Chapter  sixth  relates  to  the  legislature  and  its  organization.  This 
consists  of  a  senate  and  house  of  deputies.  It  convenes  yearly  from  the 
1st  to  the  15th  of  January,  without  special  letter  of  convocation,  and  its 
sessions  cannot  exceed  forty  days.  A  minority  may  take  measures  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  others ;  a  majority  may  deliberate,  but  when 
less  than  two- thirds  have-convened,  two-thirds  of  those  present  are  ne- 
cessary for  every  legislative  resolution.  The  chamber  of  deputies  is 
renew^ed  y'early ;  the  senate,  one  third  yearly. 

Chapter  seventh  relates  to  the  powers  and  privileges  peculiar  to  each 
chamber. 

Chapter  eighth  regulates  the  attributes  of  the  legislative  power.  These 
j)rincipally  are  to  enact,  interpret,  reform,  and  repeal  the  secondary  laws; 
to  create  jurisdictions,  tribunals,  and  judges;  to  administer  to  the  civil 
and^crimiual  laws ;  to  regulate  tlie  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  differ- 
ent functionaries;  to  nominate  in  general  assembly  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court;  to  establish  taxes  and  contributions,  and  forced  loans 
in  cases  of  invasion,  &c.;  to  empower  the  executive  to  levy  forced 
loans,  4&;c.;  to  settle  and  decree  the  annual  estimates  and  appropria- 
tions for  the  expenses  of  government,  arranging  the  management  and  the 
investments  of  the  revenue,  and  the  creation  of  a  treasurer;  to  receive 
from  the  executive  yearly  accounts  of  his  official  conduct,  particularly 
with  reference  to  finances,  &c.,  and  to  establish  funds  tor  tue  extinction 
of  the  national  debt;  to  create  and  organize  an  army  and  militia,  con- 
ferring the  grades  from  colonel  up,  inclusive;  to  supervise  public  in- 
struction; to  regulate  weights  and  measures;  to  promote  the  means  of 
communication  ;  to  decree  the  arms  and  standard  of  the  republic,  and  to 
settle  the  alloy,  weight,  and  coinage  of  the  money ;  to  appropriately 
recognize  services  to  the  country  by  rewards,  &c. ;  to  assign,  augment, 
or  diminish  salaries  to  functionaries,  and  to  create  and  annul  employ- 
ments; to  regulate  patent  rights ;  to  declare  war  and  conclude  peace; 


508  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

to  grant  amnesties  and  pardons,  and  to  commute  sentences,  in  the  two 
last  cases  having  a  regard  to  the  favorable  representation  of  the  supreme 
tribunal;  to  declare  and  proclaim  in  general  assembly  the  election  of 
President  and  vice  president  of  the  republic,  and  to  vote  thereon  when 
there  is  no  popular  election  ;  to  administer  in  general  assembly  the  oath 
of  office  to  the  President,  vice  president  of  the  republic,  and  the  justices 
of  the  supreme  court;  to  receive  the  resignations  of  those  functionaries, 
of  senators,  and  of  officers  in  the  army,  froA  colonels  up,  inclusive ;  to 
resolve  in  general  assembly  doubts  which  may  arise  upon,  or  charges 
concerning  the  incapacity  of.  President,  vice-president,  and  other  em- 
ployes elected  by  the  assembly ;  to  grant  letters  of  naturalization.  Also 
it  can  concede  letters  of  naturalization  to  great  men  for  services  rendered 
to  the  republic  or  to  humanity ;  to  declare  the  state  of  siege  in  the  cases 
and  for  the  causes  established  by  law;  to  rehabilitate  those  who  have 
lost  the  rights  of  citizenship ;  to  pass  notes  of  censure  upon  the  ministry ; 
to  grant  or  to  deny  permission  to  Salvadoreans  to  accept  foreign  em- 
ployment, &c.;  to  ratify,  modify,  or  disapprove  the  treaties  and  negotia- 
tions which  the  executive  celebrates  with  foreign  powers,  and  the  con- 
cordats adjusted  with  the  supreme  pontiff. 

The  legislative  power  cannot  augment  the  compensation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, deputies,  and  senators  during  the  then  term  of  office.  When  the 
chambers  are  convoked  to  extra  sessions  by  the  executive,  they  can 
only  consider  the  questions  assigned  in  the  decree  of  convocation. 

The  senate  can  continue  its  sessions  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  special 
subjects  which  the  law  commits  to  it.  The  legislative  powers  cannot 
be  delegated,  &c.    Heavy  penalties  imposed  therefor. 

Chapter  ninth  prescribes  the  executive  power.  It  is  to  be  exercised 
by  a  citizen  who  received  the  title  of  President  of  the  Republic,  selected 
directly  by  the  people,  but  when  there  is  not  a  clear  majority  of  votes, 
the  election  is  to  be  made  in  general  assembly  of  the  legislature  from  the 
three  citizens  leading  the  pluralities  of  votes.  The  same  for  vice-presi- 
dent. The  duration  of  the  presidential  term,  is  two  years,  and  the  pro- 
prietary president  cannot  be  re-elected,  save  after  the  expiration  of  an 
equal  period,  &c.  The  president  shall  be  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  and  navy.  The  decrees,  resolutions,  and  proclamations  of  the 
president  must  be  authorized  by  the  ministers  of  state  in  their  respec- 
tive departments.  He  shall  have  four  ministers :  of  foreign  relations ; 
of  the  interior ;  of  warand  the  treasury;  aud  of  public  instruction;  among 
whom  the  president  may  distribute  other  duties  as  convenient.  Their 
qualifications  are  regulated,  aud  the  "character  of  minister  is  declared 
incompatible  with  that  of  any  other  position." 

Chapter  tenth  treats  of  the  attributes  of  the  executive.  These  are,  to 
maintain  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  republic,  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  its  territory.  To  conserve  the  peace  and  order.  To  publi.^h  and 
execute  thelaws,  &c.,  using  the  veto  as  established.  To  remove  ministers 
and  other  high  offiiiials,  &c.  To  appoint  and  remove  diplomatic  agents, 
consuls,  &c.,  and  to  receive  those  accre  lited  nearthe  govenimeut,  and  to 
superintend  the  foreign  relations.  To  call  extra  sessions  of  the  chambers, 
&c.  Within  eight  days  after  the  opening  of  the  regular  sessions  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  a  detailed  message  is  to  be  presented,  and  a  persistent 
neglect  thereof  may  cause  the  removal  of  the  ministers,  and  of  the  presi- 
dent himself.  To  direct  war,  being  to  dispose  of  the  public  incomes,  and 
to  celebrate  treaties  of  peace,  and  any  other  negotiation  whatsoever,  sub- 
mitting them  to  the  ratification  of  the  legislature.  To  direct  the  armed 
force,  to  be  authorized  to  command  in  person  the  army,  and  in  such  case 
to  intrust  the  executive  authority  to  the  proper  sourcc^To  raise  the 
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♦greatest  force  necessary  to  repel  invasions  or  quell  insurrections,  and  to 
immediately  convoke  the  assembly  so  that  it  can  dispose  what  is  con- 
venient for  the  occasion.  To  commute  penalties  during  the  recess  of  the 
legislature,  &c;  To  afford  to  the  chambers  such  information  as  he  may 
deem  compatible  with  the  public  interests,  &«.,  and  all  others  when 
called  for  by  the  deputies  and  senate.  To  issue  decrees  and  proclamations 
to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  laws,  &c.  To  be  watchful  over  the  le- 
o:al  value  of  money  and  to  compute  that  of  foreign  countries,  the  circu- 
lation of  which  is  permitted;  all  the  arrangements  of  police  and  of  order, 
the  charitable  institutions,  those  of  knowledge,  letters,  and  arts,  the 
prisons  and  garrisons,  are  all  under  his  direction  and  supreme  inspec- 
tion, as  well  as  the  census  and  statistics.  To  permit  or  refuse  the  tran- 
sit of  troops  of  other  countries  in  the  republic  during  the  recess  of  the 
legislature.  To  open  ports  and  establish  custom-houses,  and  to  national- 
ize vessels.  To  promote  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce.  To 
exercise  the  right  of  patronage. 

Chapter  eleven  regulates  the  judiciary,  creating  courts  of  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third  instance,  and  a  supreme  tribunal  called  "  corte  plena," 
composed  of  the  justices  of  these  several  courts,  which  possesses  not 
only  strictly  appellate  powers,  but  also  supervisory  jurisdiction  and 
power  to  appoint  judges  for  the  lower  courts  and  "displace  them.  To 
advise  the  legislature  upon  legal  points,  and  t#  watch  the  responsibili-  • 
ties  incurred  by  the  lower  judges,  departmental  governors,  &c.  They 
are  also  to  proclaim  the  guarantee  of  habeas  corpus  against  whatsoever 
authority. 

The  twelfth  chapter  regulates  the  formation,  sanction,  and  publica- 
tion of  the  law. 

The  thirteenth  chapter  refers  to  the  inferior  judges,  magistrates,  &c. 

The  fourteenth  chapter  treats  of  the  governors  of  the  minor  districts, 
and  the  fifteenth  of  the  affairs  of  the  different  townships. 

The  sixteenth  chapter  is  of  the  public  force,  which  is  composed  of 
the  national  militia,  the  army,  and  navy.  Every  Salvadorean,  save 
those  legally  excepted,  is  obliged  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  republic  and  the  integrity  of  its  territory.  The  militia 
is  not  to  exceed  one  per  cent,  of  the  population.  The  armed  force  is 
declared  to  be  essentially  obedient;  it  cannot  deliberate,  and  its  indi- 
viduals cannot  be  elected  deputies  nor  senators. 

Chapter  seventeenth  establishes  the  public  treasury,  which  shall  be 
formed — 

1st.  Of  all  the  personal  and  real  property  of  the  state  and  active 
credit. 

2d.  All  the  imposts  and  contributions  which  the  Salvadoreans  pay,  or 
hereafter  shall  pay,  through  their  persons,  industry,  and  commerce,  or 
estates. 

3d.  All  the  duties  which  commerce  produces. 

No  class  of  contributions  op  imposts  can  be  exacted  but  those  settled 
previously  by  law,  nor  can  any  sum  be  extracted  from  the  treasury  save 
by  previous  law.  A  yearly  account  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury 
shall  be  published,  and  the  pnblic  treasurer  shall  furnish  a  monthly 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  disposal  of  all  the  funds. 

Neither  the  government  nor  any  other  authority  can  conclude  con- 
tracts which  affect  the  national  funds  except  through  the  medium  of 
public  competition,  except  in  those  cases  provided  by  the  corresponding 
organic  law.  The  nation  does  not  hold  itself  responsible  for  the  unlaw- 
ful acts  of  the  executive  in  these  respects,  &c.,  &c. 
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The  eighteenth  chapter  designates  the  responsibilit}'  of  public  func- 
tionaries to  the  government  and  individuals  for  malfeasance  in  office. 

The  nineteenth  chapter  proclaims  the  rights  and  duties  guaranteed 
by  the  constitution.  Salva<lor  recognizes  rights  and  duties  prior  and 
paramount  to  the  positive  laws.  It  holds  as  principles  liberty,  frater- 
nity, equality ;  and,  as  foundations,  the  family,  labor,  property,  and  pub- 
lic order. 

All  the  dwellers  in  Salvador  have  incontestable  Eight  to  conserve  and 
defend  their  lives  and  liberties,  to  acquire  and  dispose  of  their  property, 
and  to  pursue  their  happiness  without  molestation.  Every  individual 
is  free  in  the  republic.  There  shall  not  be  a  slave  within  the  territory, 
nor  a  citizen  who  traffics  in  slaves.  The  republic  is  a  sacred  asylum  for 
every  stranger  who  may  wish  to  reside  within  its  limits,  so  long  as  he 
submits  to  its  laws  and  obeys  the  constituted  authorities,  notwithstand- 
ing which,  the  provisions  of  extradition  treaties  will  be  observetl. 
Every  inhabitant  free  from  responsibility  may  leave  and  return  to  the 
republic  without  passport  whenever  he  pleases.  No  acts  of  usurpation 
of  the  supreme  power  have  any  legal  etfect  whatsoever.  Freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  is  declared.  Public  meetings,  to  discuss  freely 
politics,  allowed,  when  good  order  is  preserved.  The  right  of  petition 
is  declared.  The  law  does  not  interfere  with  private  actions  and  beliefs 
which  do  not  ofitend  the  public  order  nor  injure  others.  Contiscation  of 
property  is  abolished,  nor  can  any  one  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or 
property  without  due  trial  and  judgment  in  a  court  of  law.  Inquisitions, 
searches,  and  molestation  of  one's  person,  house,  or  papers,  forbidden 
except  as  allowed  by  law.  All  are  equal  before  the  law.  Punishment 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  nature  of  the  offense.  Capital  punish- 
ment is  abolished  for  political  accusations,  and  only  can  be  inflicted  for 
the  crimes  of  murder,  assault,  and  arson,  if  death  results. 

Ouly  tribunals  previously  established  by  law  can  have  cognizance  of 
civil  and  criminal  cases.    Special  commissions  and  courts  are  abolished. 

The  writ  of  habeas  corpm  {el  auto  de  exhibicion  de  8U  persona)  is 
established  even  in  opposition  to  any  act  of  the  president. 

Epistolary  correspondence  is  inviolable,  except  in  cases  where  public 
safety  creates  an  exception.  Bail  is  to  be  received,  except  where  it  is 
specially  prohibited,  l^o  one  in  criminal  cases  is  obliged  to  bear  testi- 
mony against  his  parents,  or  children,  or  wife,  or  near  collateral  rela- 
tives. And  in  all  criminal  process  to  summon  witnesses  to  confront  the 
adverse  witness,  and  to  have  counsel  or  to  be  heard  in  his  own  defense. 

The  police  is  confided  exclusiv^ely  to  the  civil  power. 

Arbitration,  save  in  excepted  cases,  is  always  allowed  to  litigants,  at 
all  stages  of  a  cause.' 

All  property  is  inviolable,  but  the  state  may  appropriate  property  for 
public  uses,  duly  proven,  and  by  means  of  a  just  and  settled  indem- 
nification. All  property  is  transmissible  by  legal  formulas,  all  species 
of  entail  being  prohibited.  All  criminal  trials  are  to  be  within  the  term 
prescribed  by  law.  Arrests  must  be  through  proper  authority.  The 
higher  and  secondary  branches  of  leaniing  are  optional,  but  are  a  care 
for  the  authorities,  whose  vigilance  should  extend  to  all  the  institutions 
of  education  without  exception.  Primary  instruction  is  uniform,  gratu- 
itous, and  obligatory.  Every  individual  may  found  schools  and  coUeges, 
imparting  knowledge  and  morality.  The  alumni  of  these  institutions, 
upon  examination,  will  take  the  corresponding  literary  grades  in  the 
university. 

No  power,  legislative  or  executive,  nor  any  tribunal  or  authority,  can 
restrict,  change,  or  infringe  any  of  the  above  guarantees;  and  such 
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infringer  becomes  a  usurper,  and  as  such  Judividually  responsible  for 
the  injury  inflicted,  and  shall  be  prosecuted  as  prescribed  in  this  consti- 
tution. 

Chapter  twentieth  provides  for  reforms  in  the  constitution,  and  other 
dispositions.  It  proclaims  that:  "  Salvador  is  prepared  to  concur  with 
all  or  any  of  the  States  of  Central  America  for  the  organization  of  a 
national  government  whenever  circumstances  permit,  and  it  suits  their 
interests  to  form  a  part  of  the  great  Latin- American  confederation." 

Thus  Salvador  ha«  framed  a  republican  constitution,  modeled  in  its 
leading  features  upon  that  of  the  United  States,  declaring  the  funda- 
mental privileges  of  representative  government,  personal  liberty,  and 
security  to  property.  We  must  trust  with  anxious  hope  that  it  will  prove 
not  a  mere  rope  of  sand,  but  a  cable  potent  to  sustain  the  ship  of  state 
in  the  political  hurricanes  which  so  often  have  wrecked  these  nation- 
alities. 

I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  BIDDLE. 


No.  393. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  14.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador  J  January  8, 1872.    (Received  February  16.) 

Sir:  Referring  to  article  125  of  the  constitution  of  Salvador,  trans- 
mitted in  my  No.  13,  relating  to  education,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  memorial  of  the  secretary  of  the  university 
of  the  state,  Doctor  Don  Carlos  Bonilla,  read  by  him  at  the  commence- 
ment, on  the  12th  of  December  last,  and  published  in  the  Oflftcial  Gazette 
of  the  23d  of  that  month.  It  discloses  the  efforts  made  for  the  diffusion 
of  learning,  and  their  success  considering  the  retrogression  resulting  from 
the  late  revolution. 

The  trustees  and  faculty  are  selected  from  among  the  most  eminent 
and  learned  citizens. 

There  are  four  faculties,  viz:  of  letters  and  sciences  5  of  law;  of  medi- 
cine ;  and  of  theology. 

The  students,  at  present  numbering  two  hundred  and  sixty-four,  are 
subjected  to  rigid  examinations.  From  the  Ist  of  December,  1870,  to 
the  14th  of  November,  1871,  the  university  has  licensed  by  diploma  one 
doctor  of  letters  and  sciences,  one  of  engineering,  seven  of  law,  and  eight 
of  medicine,  in  all  seventeen  licentiates.  In  the  same  period  it  has 
verified  twenty-seven  baccalaureates  in  letters  and  sciences,  six  in  law, 
four  in  medicine,  three  in  pharmacy,  and  two  in  theology;  in  all,  forty- 
two  of  lower  grades. 

There  are  five  colleges  and  lyceums  corresponding  with  the  univer- 
sity, viz,  the  "Collegio  Nacioual,"  the  "Tridentino,''  and  "el  Licio'' of 
"  San  Thomas,^  of  the  capital ;  that  of  "  San  Luis,^  in  New  San  Salvador, 
and  that  of  "Santo  Domingo,''  in  San  Miguel.  With  the  exception  of 
'>E1  Tridentino,"  and  of  "Santo  Domingo,"  which  have  special  privi- 
leges, the  alumni  of  the  others  are  all  qualified  at  the  central  institu- 
tion. 

Primary  instruction  is  expanding  yearly  in  its  numbers  and  area,  yet 
much  in  this  respect  remains  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  surplus  public 
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reveuaes  can  be  best  applied  to  the  dissemmation  of  elementary  educa- 
tion. 


I  have,  &c., 


THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  304. 
Mr.  Biddlc  to  Mr.  Fish. 
[Extract.] 

No.  19.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  January  19, 1872.     (Received  February  16.) 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  herewith  a  printed  copy  of 
an  address  delivered  at  the  university  by  a  prominent  citizen  of  Salva- 
dor, on  the  6th  day  of  this  month,  at  the  iuau<(uration  of  a  "society  of 
arts  and  sciences,"  established  for  the  promotion  of  the  practical  arts 
and  the  general  dift'usion  of  knovs^ledge.  It  is  composed  of  all  the 
learned  in  the  community,  headed  by  the  President. 

I  was  requested  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  its  constitution  and  by-- 
laws, as  one  of  a  committee  of  three;  and,  as  the  range  of  the  association 
is  wholly  confined  to  literary  and  scientific  advancement,  (with,  per- 
haps, a  special  view  to  agricultural  improvement,)  the  acceptance  of  the 
same  seemed  consonant  to  my  official  duties. 

.  As  an  evidence  of  the  kindly  sentiments  prevailing  for  the  United 
States,  I  translate  the  following  extract  from  the  inclosure: 

One  other  happy  circutnstance  we  have  in  favor  of  onr  growing  society,  and  that  Ib 
Ibe  co-operation  of  Thomas  Biddle,  LL.  D.,  the  worthy  r^^pn'seutative  of  the  colossal 
American  nation,  which  marches  as  the  very  vanguard  of  the  civilization  of  the  cen- 
tury, and  which  has  dazzled  the  world  with  its  marvelous  discoveries.  Already  he 
has' aided  us,  by  his  knowledge,  in  the  formation  of  our  regulations,  and  we  hope  much 
from  the  co-operation  of  so  distinguished  a  gentleman,  who  has  proffered  to  us  the 
ideas  which,  in  similar  associations,  nave  produced  the  be8t  results  in  the  United  States. 

If  it  might  be  possible,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Depart- 
ment, to  throw  this  "society  of  arts  and  sciences  of  Salvador''  en  rap- 
^or^  with  the  Agricultural  Bureau. of  the  United  States,  the  National 
Observatory,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  other  similar  establish- 
ments, a  valuable  impetus  might  be  given  to  the  struggles  for  light  of  a 
young  state  under  many  difficulties. 

With  the  opening  ye-ar  President  Gonzalez  has  also  established  a 
normal  school  for  the  instruction  of  teachers,  and  also  an  agricultural 

institute. 

****** 

I  have,  &c., 

•    THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  395. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 


No.  22.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador  J  February  1, 1872.    (Received  March  2.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the 
message  of  the  provisional  President  of  the  republic,  Field-Marshal 
Don  Santiago  Gonzalez,  to  the  national  assembly  of  1872.i^^^^T^ 
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It  congratulates  the  assembly  as  convened  consonantly  to  the  free  suf- 
frages of  the  people  under  the  charter  of  liberty  secured  by  the  late 
revolution,  and  that  the 'co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government  will 
now  combine  their  efforts  for  the  common  weal. 

It  proceeds  to  give  a  succinct  narrative  of  public  affairs,  promising 
expatriation  upon  each  subject  in  the  reports  from  the  appropriate  de- 
partments. 

It  declares  the  existence  of  perfect  interior  tranquillity,  without  the 
need  of  large  military  force  to  conserve  it,  from  the  intelligent  sup- 
port of  the  government  by  the  people.  That  as  to  foreign  affairs 
*nhey  enjoy  the  esteem  and  friendship  (which  they  reciprocate)  of  all 
•countries,  who,  respecting  themselves,  pursue  a  just,  frank,  and  friendly 
policy,  in  which  is  based  concord  and  harmony  between  civilized  na- 
tions.'' 

It  alludes  to  the  marked  proof  of  the  sympathy  of  Guatemala,  in  the 
fact  of  the  visit  of  its  President,  who  has  endeared  himself  not  only  by 
his  personal  qualities,  "  but  by  the  identity  of  political  principles,''  &c., 
&c. 

It  states  that  the  government  of  Honduras  initiated  in  the  month  of 
August  last  a  project  of  union  between  the  two  republics.  *'  With- 
out disregarding  so  fraternal  as  well  as  useful  a  proposition  on  the  part 
ofmy  government,  I  deemed  that  it  should  invite  the  other  Central  Ameri- 
<^n  republics  that  the/  should  unite  in  whatever  fusion  might  be  pos- 
sible for  an  integral  nationality.  To  this  end  both  countries  concurred 
in  requesting,  through  their  respective  plenipotentiaries,  Guatemala, 
Nicaragua,  and  Costa  Rica  that  they  should  send  agents  in  the  month 
of  December  last  to  the  port  of  La  Union,  and  to  negotiate  with  those 
of  Salvador  and  Honduras,  if  they  might  find  it  convenient.  The  ini- 
tiative of  these  governments  was  most  favorably  received  by  the 
others,  and  a  congress  is  to  be  organized  to  confer  upon  the  above  sub- 
jects." 

The  message  proceeds :  "  Some  treaties  have  been  made  during  the 
brief  period  in  which  I  have  held  the  executive  power,  which  the  proper 
ministry  will  present  to  you  for  action  according  to  law.  Also  he  will 
bring  to  your  knowledge  other  treaties^  not  considered  by  the  legislature 
of  the  previous  year,  owing  to  the  precipitate  close  of  its  sessions,  owing 
to  the  revolution." 

It  calls  upon  the  congress  to  pass  enabling  statutes  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  powers  under  the  new  constitution.  It  declares  that  the  ad- 
ministration will  support  the  tribunals  in  the  dispensation  of  justice. 

It  promises  aid  and  advancement  to  all  institutions  of  learning.  Also, 
industry  in  all  its  branches  will  be  fostered  without  partiality  to  indi- 
vidual enterprise.  In  illustration,  an  agricultural  school  has  been 
founded. 

It  alludes  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  public  treasury,  which 
allows  aid  to  useful  projects,  and  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt. 
That,  notwithstanding  the  drawbacks  occasioned  by  the  revolution  of 
April  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  the  revenues  were  greater  in  the 
last  than  in  the  previous  year;  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  peace  the  en- 
suing year  will  surpass  all  in  financial  prosperity.  Thus  all  promises 
will  be  fulfilled,  public  works  commenced  will  be  concluded,  and  others 
of  great  utility  commenced.  It  proposes  to  carefully  strengthen  the 
army.  That  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  receives  the  protection  of  the 
government  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and  conformably  to  the 
stipulation  in  '*  the  concordat."  Other  creeds^  by  virtue  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  same  constitution,  shall  receive  similar  protection,  "for it^* 
33  vn  "  o 


514  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

is  understood  that  the  government,  even  in  the  absence  of  provision  of 
the  written  law,  is  in  duty  bound  to  protect  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  in  the  exercise  of  their  lawful  rights,  When  they  do  not  tend  to 
immorality  nor  crime,  nor  assail  the  social  order." 

It  promises  faithful  execution  of  the  laws,  and  protection  to  labor, 
property,  and  rights  of  person. 

To  the  congress  it  promises  aid  and  co-operation,  and  invokes  it. 

Peace  smiles  upon  ns  to-day,  oflfering  its  best  fruits.  Nothing  gives  foundation  for 
dread  of  discord ;  but  if,  unfortunately,  some  malcontents,  misinterpreting  the  clem- 
ency of  the  government,  may  be  tempted  to  the  rash  endeavor  to  revolutionize,  he  will 
know  how  to  overcome  them  with  every  severity. 

Regarding  foreign  affairs,  we  have  to  fear  no  interruption  of  the  friendly  relations 
preserved  with  all  nations  in  communication  with  us.  The  steady  and  frank  conduct 
of  this  government  with  them  promises  to  preserve  without  interruption  their  appre- 
ciation and  consideration.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen  repre- 
sentatives, never  has  this  state  had  greater  resources  than  at  this  day  for  its  defense, 
and  we  are  now  in  a  better  position  to  repel  force  by  force  than  at  any  former  period. 

The  message  concludes  with  an  appeal  for  a  united  effort  to  effect  all 
which  may  enhance  the  public  good.  As  is  the  custom  here,  the  mes- 
sage was  replied  to  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  general  assembly. 

It  comes  in  a  refrain  or  chorus  to  the  message,  endorsing  its  every 
sentiment.  You  will  have  observed  the  allusions  to  treaties  to  be  con- 
cluded, which  refer  especially  to  those  with  the  United  States,  and  also 
the  confident  hopes  expressed  for  continued  peace  with  other  nations, 
coupled  with  declarations  of  aptitude  for  war,  intended  for  the  eye  of 
the  Honduranean  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

THO'S  BIDDLE, 


No.  396. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  27.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  February  10, 1872.  (Eeceived  March  2.) 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  22, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  memorial  or  report  pre- 
sented by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  to  the  legislature  of  Sal- 
vador of  1872.  It  is  a  comprehensive  statement  of  the  foreign 
affairs  of  Salvador,  exhibiting  its  desire  for  peace  and  union  with  the 
adjacent  republics.  Its  language  toward  Honduras  is  most  conciliatory, 
presenting  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  that  state  for  ratifica- 
tion, to  establish  "the  peace  which  must  naturally  and  necessarily  exist 
between  them."  It  particularly  discloses  the  continued  and  earnest 
efforts  of  Salvador  for  reconfederation  on  equitable  terms.  Referring 
to  the  relations  with  the  United  States,  he  thus  writes: 

The  great  repnblic  of  tbe  North,  which  has  cultivated  with  Salvador  fricDdly  rela- 
tioDS  most  sincere  and  frank,  has  finally  happily  sent  to  this  republic  the  Hon.  Thomau 
Biddle,  with  the  character  of  minister  resident  near  this  government,  it  being  one  of 
the  important  objects  of  this  mission  to  arrange  definitively  the  treaties  celebrat.ed 
with  his  worthy  predecessor,  General  A.  T.  A.  Torbert,  with  whose  labors  I  have  also 
the  honor  to  account  to  the  august  assembly.  The  treaties  which  I  have  commended 
were  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  usual  legislature  of  the  past  year,  &c. 
(Here  follows  a  special  allusion  to  those  with  Honduras.) 

«  *  «  «  «  «  « 

Also  in  these  treaties  (t.  c,  with  the  United  States)  is  limited,  as  you  will  see,  the 
term  within  which  ratifications  may  be  exchanged.  By  virtue,  however,  of  the  initia- 
tive of  this  government,  that  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  has  enlarged  this 
term,  thus  abrogating  the  effect  of  the  article  in  which  this  stipulation  was  included, 

o 
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The  memorial  concludes : 

Thus  will  Salvador  be  honorably  known  in  foreign  lands,  and  it  will  demonstrate 
that  a  small  political  section  of  the  ^lobe  can  rise  to  a  respectable  category  among 
civilized  nations  by  the  practice  of  right  and  justice. 

After  a  brief  but  satisfactory  visit  the  President  of  Guatemala  left 
this  city  on  his  homeward  route  on  the  26th  ultimo,  having,  through 
his  minister  of  state,  (Fomento,)  who  accompanied  him,  arranged  and 
signed  a  treaty  of  peace,  commerce,  and  alliance  on  the  24th  ultimo,  and, 
as  expressed  in  the  aforementioned  memorial,  '^  for  the  final  validity  of 
which  the  government  hopes  that  the  supreme  legislative  power  will 
give  its  ratification.'' 

I  append  hereto  a  sketch  of  its  main  features,  taken  from  the  Boletin 
Official  of  the  31st  January,  which  may  be  thus  abridged : 

1st.  Peace  and  friendship. 

2d.  Propagation  of  liberal  and  republican  institutions  within  their 
borders. 

3d.  Means  of  obtaining  this  end. 

4th.  To  open  a  highway  and  telegraphic  line  between  the  respective 
capitals. 

5th.  Eeduction  of  taxes,  imposts,  &c. 

6th.  To  promote  steamship  lines  between  both  countries  and  San 
Francisco,  California. 

7th.  The  abrogation  and  recoinage  of  the  present  wretched  smooth 
or  cut  money  of  Salvador,  by  Guatemala,  at  reasonable  cost. 

8th.  Privileges  to  citizens  of  the  one  state  within  the  borders  of  the 
other. 

9th.  The  same. 

10th.  Extradition  of  criminals. 

11th.  Asylum  for  political  refugees. 
.  12th.  Defensive  alliance. 

'*  Neither  state  to  intervene,  hnotu  propriOj^  in  the  domestic  affairs  of 
the  other,  but  in  the  event  of  invasion  or  disturbance  from  abroad,  or 
the  other  countries  of  Central  America,  its  ally  is  to  be  informed  that 
it  may  interpose  its  pacific  intermediation  to  avert  war,  and  which,  if 
disregarded,  shall  make  common  cause  with  the  one  aggrieved^  until  it 
remains  satisfied  and  in  peace.'^  Also,  in  internal  disorders,  aid  to  the 
number  of  two  thousand  troops  to  be  sent,  &c. 

13th.  In  the  event  of  the  infringement  of  this  treaty,  war  is  not  to 
result;  but  first  remonstrance,  and  lastly  submission  to  the  arbitrament 
of  some  of  the  governments  of  Central  America,  or  of  the  continent. 

On  the  1st  instant  Marshal  Santiago  Gonzales  was  duly  inaugurated 
as  President  of  this  republic,  under  the  constitution,  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  that  date.  I  annex  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  legis- 
lative decree  declaratory  of  the  election  by  popular  suflrage,  and  5so 
the  inaugural  address  of  the  President,  with  the  reply  of  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  congress. 

*The  whole  tenor  of  late  events  culminates  to  demonstrate  the  sincere 
desire  of  Salvador  for  peace  and  progress,  and  that,  so  far  from  seeking 
war,  her  labor  is  to  establish  intimate  alliances  with  all  her  neighbors. 
I  have,  &c., 

THO'S  BIDDLB. 
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[Inclosnre  1. — Translation.] 

MEMORIAL   PRESENTED   BY  THE  MINISTER  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  TO 
THE  LEGISLATIVE  BODY  OF  1872. 

Gkntlemkn  RKPUE8ENTATIVE8 :  The  republic  of  Salvador,  a  small  section  of  Latin- 
America,  bnt  prominent  in  it«  fixed  principles,  has  at  last  presented  to  the  world  one  of 
those  social  phenomena  which  history  will  note  as  an  era  in  hnman  progress — a 
refraction  from  revolution,  but  ever  advancing,  and  boldly  reaching  into  futurity  to 
grasp  the  grand  ideal' to  which  it  aspires. 

The  present  government,  bom  of  this  revolution  and  its  exponent,  particularly 
designs  to  characterize  its  relations  with  other  governments  with  the  strictest  justice, 
ever  faithfully  observing  the  rules  established  by  the  law  of  nature  for  nations  con- 
stituting the  great  human  family.  Ever  convinced  that  it  is  not  force  alone  which 
gives  vitality  to  integral  states,  bnt  the  administration  of  justice,  which  is  the  perfec- 
tion of  reason  in  all  civilized  associations,  it  has  resolved  to  heed  most  religiously  all 
existing  treaties  and  conventions,  at  the  same  time  that  it  will  have  the  honor  to 
promote  new  facts,  (as  I  shall  have  the  honor  subsequently  to  inform  you,)  which  will 
strengthen  existing  relations,  foster  commerce,  and  protect  Salvadoreans  abroad. 

The  communitjr  of  aspirations,  origin,  vicinity,  institutions,  apart  from  the  tendency 
of  mankind  to  union,  induces  populations  to  strengthen  their  bonds,  and  exactly  this 
happens  with  the  republics  of  Central  America,  called  by  such  weighty  reasons  to 
labor  in  perfect  accord  for  mutual  happiness  and  prosperity. 

Therefore  the  provisional  government  had  hardly  attended  to  the  exigencies  which 
the  abnormal  condition  of  affairs,  supervening  a  revolution  just  finished,  demanded, 
when  it  thought  well  to  give  full  powers  to  SeGor  Don  Rafael  Campo,  accrediting  hina 
to  the  government  of  Nicaragua,  that  he  there  might  present  the  ideas  of  this  govem-i 
ment  as  to  the  conservation  of  the  most  perfect  harmony  with  the  neighboring  States. 
The  reception  given  to  our  minister  was  satisfactory,  and  when  he  had  received  assur- 
ances that  the  necessary  aims  of  both  States  were  for  concord,  Sefior  Campo  then 
received  instructions  to  return  to  the  republic.  The  provisional  government,  firm  in 
ita  proposition  for  fraternal  communication,  <&c.,  conferred  on  the  licentiate  Don  Mari- 
ano Castro  the  appointment  of  minister  plenipotentiary  near  the  government  of  Costa 
Rica.  That  officer  fulfilled  well  the  mission,  and,  consonantly  to  his  instructions, 
celebrated  under  date  of  the  22d  of  May,  1871,  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  alliance, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  superior  consideration. 

At  these  dates  it  was  hardly  possible  to  negotiate  with  Guatemala,  distracted  by 
civil  wars,  and  its  future  unsettled;  yet  we  hoped  the  restoration  of  order,  with  thft 
triumph  of  the  patriots,  who  bad  raised  their  standard  in  the  name  of  right  and  justice 
to  bear  from  the  soil  existing  abuses  militating  with  its  progressive  tendencies.  Not>- 
withstanding  this,  but  wishing  that  internal  affairs  mi^^ht  not  relax  the  ties  nnitin^ 
both  republics,  the  provisional  government  of  Salvador  inaugurated  relations,  inform- 
ing that  government  of  the  change  in  ours.  This  step  revealed  our  prudent  and  con- 
ciliatory course  of  policy.  But  peace  once  established,  both  peonies  fraternally  em- 
braced, and  now  labor  in  accord  for  the  consolidation  of  their  proclaimed  principles. 

Also  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  soon  after  the  revolution  of  Salvador,  the 
government  of  Honduras  thought  it  convenient  to  accredit  an  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary,  who,  among  other  important  subjects,  was  to  confer  with 
this  government  upon  the  great  national  question,  proposing  primarily  that  between 
Salvador  and  Honduras  they  should  form  a  single  people,  and  that  they  should  invite 
the  other  countries  of  Central  America  to  second  the  project  to  form  a  single  nation: 

The  provisional  executive  referred  consideration  of  the  proposal  to  the  national 
constituent  assembly,  who,  upon  deliberation,  empowered  the  executive  to  open  con- 
ferences with  the  Honduranean  ministry,  by  virtue  of  which  the  undersigned,  together 
with  his  appreciated  colleague,  the  minister  of  the  interior,  si^ed  a  protocol  with 
Honduras,  in  which  both  contracting  parties  agreed  to  send  their  representatives  to  a 
conference  to  consider  this  subject,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  La  Union,  and  at  the  same 
time  both  governments  bound  themselves  to  invite  the  other  republics  to  send  also 
their  agents  to  that  congress,  to  adopt,  by  common  agreement,  the  plan  most  aooepta- 
ble.  Consequently,  the  Salvadoiean  government  apt^  nominated  General  Don  Juan 
Jos^  Samayoa,  with  suitable  powers,  that  he  might  treat  upon  this  important  subject. 
On  account  of  unforeseen  difficulties,  doubtless,  the  ministers  from  Honduras  and  Nicara- 
gua have  not  been  able  to  assemble.  Those  of  Guatemala  and  Costa  Rica,  with  that 
of  this  republic,  have  actually  assembled,  and  these  have  urged  the  other  States  to 
send  their  respective  plenipotentiaries. 

In  the  interim,  however,  the  representative  of  Honduras  has  adjusted  with  onr  Gov- 
ernment treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  which  I  submit  to  your  superior  deliberation. 
With  these  facts  both  governments  propose  to  strengthen  the  many  commercial  rela- 
tions which  exist  between  the  two  peoples,  and  to  further  their  respective  political 
interests,  supporting  the  peace  which  should  naturally  and  necessarily  exist  between 
them 
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As  a  proof  of  the  cordial  spirit  which  animates  the  govemment  of  Costa  Rica,  that 
cabinet  conferred  upon  the  distinguished  Dr.  Don  Bruno  Carranza  the  character  of 
plenipotentiary  near  the  govemment  of  Salvador.  SeQor  Carransa,  as  also  Sefior  Alva- 
rado,  a  short  time  previously,  was  received  with  the  distinction  accorded  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  friendly  and  sister  nation.  Another  treaty  was  signed  by  the  undersigned 
with  Sefior  Carranza,  and  it  is  one  of  those  which  I  bring  to  your  knowledge  to-day 
for  the  proper  authorization. 

To  conclude  with  the  Central  Americiin  policy  of  Salvador,  it  remains  to  inform  you 
that,  it  being  thought  convenient  to  send  a  conmiissioner  to  Nicaragua,  this  charge 
was  given  to  Geneim  Don  Santiago  Delgado.  This  mission  is  purely  pacific,  and  has 
for  principal  object  the  good  harmony  between  both  republics,  and  the  promotion  of 
such  arrangements  as  may  redound  to  mutual  advantage. 

Finally,  the  govemment  of  Guatemala  conferred  fiul  powers  upon  its  minister  of 
state,  Sefior  Don  J.  M.  Samayoa,  to  arrange  a  treaty  of  peace,  commerce,  and  alliance, 
and  in  effect  he  signed  a  treaty  on  the  24tn  instant,  for  the  final  validity  of  which  the 
govemment  hopes  that  the  supreme  lej^islative  power  will  eive  its  ratification. 

The  great  republic  of  the  north,  which  has  cultivated  with  Salvador  friendly  rela- 
tions most  sincere  and  frank,  has  finally  happily  sent  to  this  republic  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Thomas  Biddle  with  the  character  of  minister  resident  near  this  govemment,  it  being 
one  of  the  important  objects  of  his  mission  to  arrange  definitively  the  treaties  celebrated 
with  his  worthy  predecessor.  General  A.  T.  A.  Torbert,  with  whose  labors  I  have  jJso 
the  honor  to  account  to  the  august  assembly.  The  treaties  which  I  have  commended 
were  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  usual  legislature  of  the  past  year,  but  owing 
to  the  occurrences  arising  from  the  bad  understanding  between  the  ruling  administra- 
tion of  this  republic  and  the  government  of  Honduras  these  documents  remained 
without  the  necessary  sanction  to  elevate  them  to  the  category  of  a  law  of  the  repub- 
lic. Also,  in  these  treaties  is  limited,  as  you  will  see,  the  term  within  which  ratifica- 
tions may  be  exchanged  ;  by  virtue,  however,  of  the  initiative  of  this  govemment  that 
of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  has  enlarged  this  term,  thus  abrogating  the 
effect  of  the  article  in  which  this  stipulation  was  included. 

I  am  able  to  express  what  may  be  proper  concerning  the  conventions  celebrated 
with  other  powers  by  the  previous  administration,  and  wbich  I  to-day  bring  to  your 
knowledge.  With  regard  to  our  diplomatic  corps,  I  can  assure  you  that  Salvador  is 
worthily  represented  abroad,  and  the  accompanying  table  shows  the  changes  made  in 
the  representation,  <&c.,  also  consular  catalogue,  &o. 

Such  are,  gentlemen  representatives,  the  works  of  the  provisional  executive,  so  far 
as  foreign  affairs  are  concerned.  In  the  interior  liberty  is  established,  also  the  admin- 
istration of  justice,  and  the  respect  for  law.  With  the  sister  republics  ties  have  been 
strengthened,  preserving  a  prudent  and  just  policy;  with  other  nations,  it  has  endeav- 
ored to  show  that  the  ^vernment  of  Salvador  desires  to  preserve  their  esteem  and 
respect,  as  well  as  the  friendship  and  cordial  relations  Which  prevail ;  that  it  does  not 
disregard  the  principles  of  international  law,  whose  scrupulous  observance  removes  as 
much  as  possible  from  every  emergency  which  may  come  to  interrupt  the  regular  and 
prosperous  advance  of  the  country  whose  destinies  and  dearest  interests  it  is  its  charge 
to  guard,  and  which  will  be  itself  the  faithful  observer  of  existing  treaties. 

Thus  will  Salvador  be  honorably  known  in  foreign  lands,  and  it  will  demonstrate 
that  a  small  political  section  of  the  globe  can  rise  to  a  respectable  category  among 
civilized  nations  by  the  practice  of  right  and  justice. 

GREGORIO  ARBIZA. 

San  Salvador,  January  27, 1872. 


Jlnclosure  2.— Translation.] 
DECREE  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

The  provisional  President  of  the  republic  of  Salvador  to  its  inhabitants : 

Know  ye,  that  the  legislative  body  has  decreed  as  follows : 

The  general  assembly  of  the  republic  of  Salvador,  having  proceeded  to  the  opening 
of  ballots  which  contain  the  votes  cast  bv  the  Salvadorean  people  for  President  of  the 
republic  in  the  constitutional  terra,  which  is  included  from  the  Ist  of  February  of  the 
current  year  to  the  Ist  of  February,  1874,  the  proper  examination  being  made  by  its 
committee,  finds  that  Field  Marshal  Don  Santiago  Gonzalez  is  daly  elected,  conform- 
ably to  article  41  of  the  constitution  in  force,  and  also  verified  the  election  provided 
by  article  42  of  the  same  constitution  for  Vice-President  of  the  republic,  and  the  Sefior 
Licentiate  Don  Manuel  Mendez  having  obtained  the  migority  of  votes,  it  has  thought 
well  to  decree,  and  does  decree : 

Article  1.    The  citizen  Field-Marshal  D.  Santiago  Gonzalez  is  President  of  the 
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republic  by  popular  suffrage  for  the  constitntioual  period  which  commences  the  Ist  ot 
February  of  the  year  1872,  and  terminates  the  1st  of  February  of  the  year  1874. 

Article  2.  The  Vice-President  for  the  same  period  is  the  Senor  Licentiate  D.  Manuel 
Mendez. 

Communicated  to  the  executive  for  its  publication  and  observance. 

Given  in  the  chamber  of  the  general  assembly,  in  San  Salvador,  the  30th  January, 
1872. 

DOROTEO  PASCONCELOS,  PrendenU 

Constantino  Fuentes,  Secretary. 

Antonio  Gramaldi,  Sex^retary. 

National  Palace,  San  Salvador, 

January  31,  1872. 
Therefore,  let  it  be  published. 

SANTIAGO  GONZALEZ. 
The  minister  of  government. 

JOSfi  TRIGUEROS. 


No.  397. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  35.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  March  12,  1872.    (Received  April  2.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  27, 1  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  the  text  of  the  treaty  between  Salvador  and  Guatemala,  as  ratified 
by  the  congress  of  this  State  and  published  officially.  Its  main  features 
are  as  detailed  in  the  dispatch  referred  to,  but  an  important  provision 
was  not  at  that  date  divulged. 

The  twelfth  article  may  be  thus  translated : 

The  goyemment  of  Gnatemala  having  expelled  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  it  being  notoriou 
that  their  remaining  in  the  country  was  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  the  republic,  and  is 
being  evident  that  the  government  of  Salvador  may  be  thwarted  in  like  manner,  andt 
find  in  them  an  obstacle  to  the  definitive  establishment  of  the  liberal  institutions  pro- 
claimed in  both  republics,  and  knowing  besides  that  the  constituent  congress  of  Salva- 
dor had  disposed  that  the  aforesaid  fathers  should  not  be  admitted  to  this  republic, 
both  governments  agree  not  to  allow  their  existence  in  the  future  in  any  part  of  their 
respective  territories,  whether  organized  as  a  society  or  in  any  other  manner. 

While  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  in  transitu  to  Guatemala  with 
the  treaty,  President  Gonzalez  directed  the  immediate  expulsion  of  the 
Jesuits,  and  announced  that  those  in  the  capital  (two)  were  to  leave  at 
dawn  to-day.  Exception  was  taken  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
measure  and  the  aid  of  the  judiciary  invoked. 

The  constitution  provides  for  the  toleration  of  all  religious  worship 
which  does  not  offend  public  peace  and  morality,  and  that  none  shall 
be  expatriated  without  trial  and  condemnation.  But  the  Jesuits  are 
said  to  be  most  destructive  to  both  morality  and  order,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  action  of  the  courts  will  be  coincident  with  that  of  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative. 

Meantime  the  Guatemalan  policy  thus  embraced  by  Salvador  exasper- 
ates more  and  more  Nicaragua  and  Honduras,  both  eminently  conserva- 
tive^ and  the  former  the  asylum  for  the  banished  Jesuits  from  Guate- 
mala. Threatening  resolutions  concerning  Salvador  are  said  to  have 
been  favorably  received  by  the  Honduras  legislature,  and  a  heavy  pecu- 
niary indemnity  is  said  to  be  demanded  by  that  state  for  aid  afforded 
Salvador  in  its  late  revolution. 

Armed  bodies  of  Honduranians  have  been  hovering  on  the  borders, 
and  growing  apprehensions  of  hostilities  are  expressed.^  Qqqq1(^ 
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Yesterday  I  conversed  with  President  Gonzalez.  He  deprecated  war 
most  strongly,  and  said  he,  too,  deeply  felt  every  argument  for  peace. 
That  the  constant  intrigues  of  the  Jesuits  permeating  all  society,  made 
their  expulsion  a  great  necessity  to  the  very  existence  of  the  govern- 
ment, but^that  he  would  avoid  war  until  the  last  extremity,  '^  until  it 
only  oecame  a  question  of  war  or  abject  dishonor.'' 

1  am  yet  hopeful  that  hostilities  may  be  averted.  Salvador  sincerely 
craves  for  peace.  Her  growing  agriculture  and  commerce  and  the  vital 
interests  of  her  young  republic  loudly  demand  it,  while  the  spirits  of 
retrogression  and  priestcraft  hurl  upon  her  the  gauntlet. 

The  conference  at  La  Union,  in  this  State,  for  a  Central  American  re- 
confederation  has  met  and  adjourned.    Nicaragua  was  not  represented^ 

The  proceedings  have  not  as  yet  been  promulgated,  but  President 
Gonzalez  did  not  conceal  from  me  his  disappointment  at  the  result  ot 
their  deliberations.  "Their  plan,"  said  he,  "will  be  found  impracti- 
cable ;  it  is  too  full  of  petty  detail,  and  will  never  be  accepted  by  all  the 
States."  "For  my  part,"  he  added,  "I  would  sacrifice  anything  for 
union.  Would  that  our  States  could  read  a  lesson  in  the  exami)le  of 
yours !" 

In  the  past,  war  seems  to  have  been  the  normal  condition  of  Central 
America,  peace  the  exception,  and  for  the  future,  threatening  as  it  now 
seems,  we  may  hope  that  the  liberal  policy  of  Salvador,  her  system  of 
education,  and  a  new  immigration  to  supply  the  growing  wants  of  our 
own  Pacific  slope,  may  all  work  together  for  peace  and  progress. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLB. 


No.  398. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  36.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  March  20, 1872.    (Received  May  4.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  10. 

Referring  to  the  allusion  in  my  No.  35  to  the  convention  of  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  La  Union  to  form  a  basis  for  reconfederation,  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  English  version  of  "  the  pact"  signed 
on  the  17th  of  February,  1872,  taken  from  the  Star  and  Herald  news- 
paper of  Panama. 

The  general  belief  is  that  it  will  not  be  ratified.  Its  many  details 
will  cause  endless  discussions  and  postponements,  and  at  the  root  of 
all  are  the  rivalries  and  ambitions  of  the  respective  States,  and  of  the 
rulers.  The  financial  problem  regarding  future  liability  for  existing 
indebtedness  will  prove  a  formidable  obstacle,  and  the  unhappy  contro- 
versies as  to  the  Jesuits  threaten  serious  discord. 

The- absence  of  Nicaragua  from  the  deliberations  is  in  itself  signifi- 
cant. Yet  the  necessity  of  some  union  among  these  republics  is  self- 
evident,  and  is  admitted,  but  each  plan  is  in  turn  repudiated.  The 
ventilation  of  the  subject  is  healthful,  and  a  favorable  result  is  a  ques- 
tion of  time  alone.  A  general  alliance  of  amity,  commerce,  and  defense 
would  seem  most  practicable,  and  closer  bonds  could  be  drawn  as  ex  - 
X>erience  justified. 

■"The  schoolmaster  is  abroad.''    Salvador  seems  awake  tqfthe  situa- 
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tion,  and  it  passes  belief  that  these  lovely  lands,  yielding  the  agricul- 
tural productions  of  every  clime,  should  be  the  perpetual  victims  of 
anarchy  and  civil  wars. 
I  have,  &c., 

THO'S  BIDDLE. 


[Inclosoro  No.  1. — TranslatioD.J 

[Extract  from  the  Panama  Star  and  Berald,  March  11, 1872.] 

THE  PACT  OF  THE   CENTRAL  AMERICAN  UNION;    SIGNED   THE   17th   OF 
FEBRUARY,  1872,  IN  THE  CITY  OF  LA  UNION. 

In  the  city  of  La  Union,  of  Central  America,  in  the  republic  of  Salvador,  at  4  p.  m. 
of  the  17th  day  of  February,  1872,  bein^  present  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  four 
of  the  republics  of  Central  America,  viz :  Don  Rafael  Ramirez,  on  the  part  of  Costa 
Ricaj  General  Maximo  Aranjo,  for  Honduras ;  the  reverend  presbyter  Martin  Merida, 
for  Guatemala,  and  General  Juan  Jos^  Samayoa,  on  the  part  of  Salvador,  with  the  ob> 
jeet  of  establishing  the  bases  of  the  union  of  the  States  of  Central  America,  in  con- 
lormity  with  the  desires  of  their  respective  constituents,  and  to  secure  in  the  most 
efficacious  manner  the  general  interests  of  Central  America  and  of  each  of  the  high 
contracting  parties.  Also  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  peace  between  them  and  the 
interior  of  each  republic,  as  being  the  best  means  of  securing  their  greatness  and  give 
respectability  abroad.  To  widen  and  sustain  the  principles  of  republicanism,  guar- 
antee the  autonomies  of  Central  America  and  the  integrity  of  its  territory  against  all 
aggressions  and  pretensions  of  foreign  powers,  and  to  defend  the  sovereignty  of  each 
of  the  States.  To  encourage  in  all  its  ramifications  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  mate- 
rial progress.  The  ample  powers  being  examined  of  the  representatives  of  Honduras, 
of  Salvador,  of  Costa  Rica,  and  of  Guatemala,  and  having  verified  the  respective  ex- 
change and  found  them  sufficient,  and,  after  having  conferred  together  on  the  important 
points  of  their  high  and  delicate  mission,  they  have  agreed  on  the  following  stipula- 
tions : 

Article  1.  The  Central  American  republics  engage  to  preserve  intact  the  autonomy 
and  integrity  of  the  Central  American  territory,  so  that  none  ot  the  governments  un- 
der no  title,  motive,  or  pretext  can  sell,  cede,  or  alienate  in  any  way  whatever  might 
affect  the  sovereignty,  and  least  of  all  to  diminish  the  respective  territory,  nor  admit 
annexation  to,  or  the  protectorate  of,  any  government  or  foreign  power.  In  this  reso- 
lution are  not  comprehended  voluntary  tenitorial  arrangements  by  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, provided  always  that  they  be  Spanish-American ;  but  should  any  of  the  republics 
be  violently  deprived  of  their  rights,  in  such  cases  the  other  Central  American  States 
are  under  the  obligation  to  assist  in  an  efficacious  manner  toward  their  revindication, 
making  common  cause  with  the  State  that  is  injured. 

Article  2.  There  shall  never  be  established  or  consented  to  any  other  form  of  goY- 
ernment  in  Central  America  than  the  republican,  popular  representative  and  alterna- 
tive, having  for  foundation  the  national  sovereignty  residing  in  the  community  of 
those  associated.  Therefore  the  lawful  and  only  source  of  pubfic  power  is  the  popular 
and  individual  suffrage  emitted  in  conformity  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  each  one 
of  the  republics. 

ARTfCLB  3.  The  preservation  of  peace  in  the  Central  American  republics  is  one  ot 
the  strictest  duties  of  their  respective  governments  and  peoples,  and  the  disputes  that 
may  arise  between  them,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  motives,  shall  be  arranged  in  a 
'  friendly  way  by  the  mediation  of  the  other  governments  that  had  no  part  in  the  ques- 
tion. In  case  of  non-agreement  the  matter  will  be  submitted  to  the  arbitral  Judgment 
of  the  Central  American  authority  about  to  be  established,  or  to  a  tribunal  of  arbiters 
composed  of  the  neutral  Central  American  governments.  The  government  or  govern- 
ments which  should  infringe  this  principle  will  commit  the  crime  of  treason  to  the 
Central  American  nation. 

Article  4.  Rebellion  in  Central  America  against  the  lawfully  constituted  authari- 
ities  is  a  treasonable  crime  against  the  Central  American  nation. 

Article  5.  The  duration  of  the  presidential  term  in  all  the  Central  American  repub-  - 
lies  shall  be  uniform,  without  re-election  immediate,  nor  any  implication,  under  no  mo- 
tive or  pretext  whatever.    The  infraction  of  this  principle  is  an  act  violating  the  na- 
tional pact. 

Article  6.  No  one  can  be  a  slave  within  Central  American  territory,  nor  can  even 
a  foreigner  be  recognized  as  such.  Should  Central  American  come  to  possess  slaves  in 
a  foreign  country,  he  thereby  loses  his  nationality  and  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
Centr^  America. 

Article  7.  Central  America  guarantees  to  all  its  inhabitants  the^  imprescriptible* 
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rights  of  public  meetings,  associatioDs,  petitions,  liberty  of  printing,  of  writing,  of  in- 
«tr action,  and  of  industry,  conformably  to  the  respective  laws  of  each  republic. 

Article  8.  Every  citizen  of  any  of  the  republics  of  Central  America  acquires  the 
righta  of  citizenship  in  all  the  others  by  the  mere  act  of  expressing  his  wish  to  do  so 
before  any  government  authority,  uor  would  this  act  necessarily  deprive  him  of  his^ 
primitive  citizenship. 

Article  9.  The  right  of  asylum  is  recognized  for  emigrants  or  political  exiles  in  all 
the  Central  American  republics,  no  matter  where  they  come  from.  To  gaarantee  nev- 
ertheless the  public  tranquillity  of  the  States,  without  failing  to  comply  with  the  dutiea 
of  humanity,  the  following  rules  are  to  be  established : 

Ist.  The  government  granting  asylum  engages  to  watch  the  politieal  conduct  of  the 
exile  in  such  a  way  that  he  cannot  injure  in  any  way  the  interests  of  the  government 
of  the  country  whence  he  comes,  without  any  further  requisite  than  the  previous 
solicitude  of  the  latter,  to  whom  also  belongs  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  to  whom 
an  asylum  ought  to  be  given  as  political  refugees  in  the  territory  of  the  former. 

2d.  If  the  government  of  the  State  from  which  the  refugee  came  should  solicit  hifr 
concentration  or  change  of  residence,  the  government  giving  asylum  is  obliged  to 
<x>mply,  but  in  case  of  non-compliance  with  this  obligation,  or  not  deeming  the  meas- 
ure a  just  one,  such  resolution  shall  be  submitted  to  the  arbitration  of  national,  the 
aathority  that  may  be  established,  or  to  that  of  the  three  governments  neutral  to  the 
question,  without,  however,  delaying  to  concentrate  or  change  the  residence  of  the 
refugee  as  demanded. 

3d.  If,  in  the  judgment  of  the  government  making  the  claim,  the  vigilance,  concen- 
tration, and  change  of  residence  should  not  be  sufficient  to  restrain  the  refugee  in  his 
evil  doings,  his  expulsion  may  be  asked  for,  and  the  government  granting  the  asylum 
will  agree  to  so  do,  provided  it  think  it  just  and  necessary ;  otherwise  its  resolution  • 
must  iSd  submitted  to  the  arbitrate  and  collective  judgment  of  the  other  three  neutral 
governments  of  Central  America,  or  to  the  Central  American  authority  that  may  be 
established. 

4th.  Extradition  for  political  cnmes  is  .prohibited,  and  even  for  common  offenses, 
if  the  re^gee  has  committed  political  offenses  in  the  country  whose  government  solicits 
the  extradition.  The  qualification  in  this  case  rests  solely  with  the  government  grant- 
ing the  asylum. 

Article  10.  Literary,  academical^  and  military  titles,  conferred  in  one  of  the  Central 
American  republics  shidi  be  recognized  in  the  others,  requiring  only  the  legal  proofs  of 
the  authenticity  of  them,  and  of  the  identity  of  the  person. 

Article  11.  The  civil  and  penal  legislation,  as  well  as  procedures,  shall  be  in  the 
future  the  same  in  all  Central  America,  being  at  the  same  time  understood  that  ihe 
particular  legislatures  of  each  State  have  a  right  to  modify  them  in  those  points  in 
which  experience  has  shown  the  necessity  of  reform,  according  to  the  peculiarities  and 
interests  of  each  people. 

Article  12.  Confiscation  is  abolished  in  Central  America. 

Article  13.  Property  essentially  is  inalienable;  consequently,  hereafter,  entails  can- 
not be  established  in  Central  America. 

Article  14.  Weights  and  measures  shall  be  equal  for  all  Central  America,  as  well  as 
the  weight  and  alloy  of  the  coins,  which  shall  follow  the  decimal  system  for  gold  coin, 
and  for  those  of  silver  above  the  value  of  25  cents.  This  will  not  prevent  that  for 
silver  coins  of  less  value  than  25  cents,  each  republic  may  adopt  the  system  of  sub- 
division it  thinks  best. 

AR'ncLB  15.  The  plan  of  official  primary  instruction  shall  be  uniform  in  all  Central 
America,  being  at  tne  same  time  gratuitous,  compulsory,  and  comformable  to  republi- 
can and  evangelical  principles. 

Article  16.  When  any  association,  business,  or  establishment  of  any  kind  exists  or 
endeavors  to  establish  itself  hereafter  for  any  purpose  whatever  in  any  of  the  repub- 
lics, and  any  one  of  the  others  judge  that  it  would  injure  the  general  interests  of  Cen- 
tral America,  that  State  has  the  right  to  solicit  from  the  national  authority,  or  of  the 
coUective  arbitration  of  three  States,  the  resolution  of  the  question,  all  of  them  being 
obliged  to  make  such  resolution  effective. 

Article  17.  The  stipulations  of  the  previous  article  does  not  include  those  affairs 
already  arranged,  nor  those  establishments  founded  in  virtue  of  contracts  for  the  same, 
which,  at  the  date  of  this  exchange  of  credentials  of  this  pact,  had  become  law  in 
some  of  the  republics. 

Article  18.  The  questions  of  limits,  or  those  that  may  arise  in  the  future  between 
the  republics  of  Central  America,  shall  be^judged  and  decided  upon  definitively  by  the 
national  authority,  or  by  the  collective  tnbunal  of  the  three  States,  if  the  parties  in- 
terested cannot  arrange  amicably  between  themselves. 

Article  19.  As  material  ties  to  establish,  foster,  and  develop  the  union  of  Central 
America,  the  following  are  declared  to  be  national  undertakings,  and  will  be  carried 
out,  viz: 

Ist.  The  establishment  of  a  line  of  telegraphs  which,  starting  from  the  port  of  Colon^ 
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in  Colombia,  will  cross  the.  territory  of  Central  America  and  terminate  in  the  frontier 
of  Mexico.  That  part  of  the  telegraph  to  be  formed  by  a  submarine  cable  between 
Colon  and  Port  Limon,  in  Costa  Rica,  shall  be  paid  or  subventioned  in  equal  parte  bv 
the  five  Central  American  republics,  and  the  rest  will  be  paid  or  snbyontioned  by  each 
republic  according  to  iU  extension  in  crossing  the  territory  of  the  respective  States. 
The  right  of  selecting  the  points  on  their  limits  belongs  to  the  States  that  are  contigu- 
ous where  they  wish  the  telegraph  line  to  pass,  and  in  case  of  any  disagreement  on 
this  point  the  matter  shall  be  laid  before  the  national  authority  about  to  be  estab- 
lished for  its  decision  or  to  the  arbitral  and  collective  opinion  of  the  other  Central 
American  States.  The  employ6s  who  administer  and  manage  the  cable  and  national 
land  telegraph  line  shall  be  appointed  by  and  depend  solely  on  the  national  authority 
about  to  be  established,  but  particular  States  may  appoint  their  own  employes  for  the 
exclusive  service  of  their  own  State. 

2d.  The  construction  of  a  national  highway  by  land  which  shall  unite  and  put  is 
communication  all  the  capitals  of  the  Central  American  republics,  leaving  to  the  will 
and  possibility  of  each  State  the  quality  and  condition  of  said  road  within  its  respect- 
ive territory  ;  but  it  must  be  fit,  at  least,  for  carriages  drawn  by  horses.  The  cost  of 
construction  and  maintenance  of  this  national  road  shall  be  paid  by  each  one  of  theso 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  territory  afiected  by  it. 

3d.  The  establishment  of  mail-steamers  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  which,  leaving 
Puntft  Arenas,  or  any  other  port  in  Costa  Rica  nearer  New  Granada,  shall  arrive  it 
Port  Champerico  or  any  other  in  Guatemala  nearer  to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  touching  in 
the  intermediate  ports  of  the  Central  American  coast.  The  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment and  management  of  the  aforesaid  line  of  steamers  shall  be  borne  in  equal  parts  by 
all  the  republics  of  Central  America,  the  use  and  management  of  them  bein^^  dependent 
solelv  on  the  Central  American  national  authority.  The  excavation  of  an  interoceanie 
oanal  by  way  of  the  river  known  as  San  Juan  of  Nicaragua,  which  will  be  proposed 
by  the  Central  American  authority,  or  by  representation  m  common  of  all  the  States, 
shall  be  paid  for  by  subscription,  or  by  shares,  among  all  the  governments  of  thid 
American- Latin  people ;  but  should  it  happen  that  they  cannot  furnish  the  neces- 
sary funds,  subscription  or  share  lists  shall  be  opened  to  all  the  other  governments  of  the 
world  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  universal  transit,  but  whose  neutrality  and  keeping 
shall  be  exclusively  in  the  handis  of  Central  America.  It  is  declared  from  now  hence- 
forth that  the  duties  of  transit  shall  be  agreed  on  by  a  congress  of  plenipotentiaries  of 
all  the  nations  contributing,  so  that  a  tariff  shall  be  established,  making  a  difference 
between  and  in  favor  of  the  subjects  of  those  nations  that  have  contributed  to  the  ub* 
dertaking,  and  those  that  have  not.  .  Thi^  association  once  formed,  the  contributing 
governments  shall  acquire  the  right,  as  has  been  said,  of  dictating  regulations  for  the 
preservation  and  administration  of  the  canal,  as  well  as  to  distribute  the  net  profits 
-produced  from  it.  Central  America  will  exercise  over  said  canal  the  jurisdiction  and 
political  sovereignty,  guaranteeing  to  all  governments  the  neutrality  and  universality 
of  the  route. 

Article  20.  In  consequence  of  what  has  been  agreed  on  in  the  preceding  articles, 
the  governments  signing  this  treaty  engage  to  convoke  a  national  Central  American 
congress,  which  will  issue  dispositions  and  laws  in  conformity  with  the  bases  and 
stipulations  laid  down,  developing  and  arranging  them,  and  providing  for  the  creation 
and  maintenance  of  the  national  authority,  which  shall  give  them  force  in  any  given 
case. 

This  congress  will  consist  of  three  principal  representatives  and  eqnal  number  of 
supleniesj  or  substitutes,  for  each  State,  whose  election  will  be  made  as  each  State  de- 
termines for  those  that  correspond  to  it ;  but  it  must  be  done  in  such  a  way  that  they 
may  be  able  to  meet  three  months  after  the  verification  of  the  exchange  o  f  ratifications 
of  the  present  pact. 

Article  21.  This  Central  American  congress  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  any  dispo- 
sition or  law  which  would  augment  or  diminish  the  obligations  which  the  present 
pact  imposes  on  each  one  of  the  republics  taking  part;  but  it  can  convoke  another 
national  congress,  to  take  place  in  four  years  at  least,  and  eight  years  at  furthest ;  may 
alter  the  bases  of  union  according  to  the  common  wants  and  conveniences  which  expe- 
rience may  have  shown  to  be  necessary. 

Article  22.  Besides  the  faculties  spoken  of.  Congress  will  have  to  issue  laws  for  the 
interior,  indicate  the  place  of  residence  of  the  national  authority  to  be  established, 
decree  the  budget  for  the  nation  as  well  as  its  dependencies,  agree  on  the  means  to 
carry  out  the  material  enterprises  which  Central  America  takes  in  charge,  authorizing, 
if  needed,  the  national  authority,  can  negotiate ;  either  at  home  or  abroad,  a  Central 
American  loan  sufficient  to  realize  them,  and  finally  to  determine  the  amount  of  mili- 
tary force  necessary  for  the  security  and  honor  of  the  national  authority,  as  well  as  to 
preserve  order  in  the  population  of  the  place  of  its  residence,  not  to  pass,  however,  the 
number  of  one  hundred  men. 

Article  23,  All  the  expenses  declared  in  the  budget  common  to  the  Central  American 
nationality,  spoken  of  in  this  treaty,  shall  be  paid  by  all  the  governments  of  Central 
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America  in  equal  parts,  in  the  cases  where  the  mode  of  providin«f  for  them  is  not  ex- 
pressed. In  the  same  way  they  will  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  guard  of  honor  of 
the  national  anthority. 

Article  24.  The  Central  American  congress  will  meet  in  the  city  of  La  Union  of 
Salvador,  three  montlis  after  the  verification  of  the  exchange  of  credentials  of  this  pact, 
and  a  minority  of  its  members,  united,  may  dictate  the  means  for  obtaining  the  pres- 
ence of  the  others,  but  it  cannot  declare  itself  installed  to  carry  out  its  objects,  except 
with  four-fifths  of  its  representatives  present.  The  traveling  and  daily  expenses  of 
the  latter  shall  bo  determined  and  paid  by  the  government  of  the  republic  which  sends 
them. 

Article  25.  In  the  place  designated  for  the  residence  of  the  national  authorities 
about  to  be  established,  there  shall  not  exist  other  armed  force  than  that  at  its  orders, 
the  republic  in  whose  territory  it  is  located  engaging  itself  to  have  no  military  juris- 
diction over  it. 

Article  26.  The  Central  American  governments  oblige  themselves  to  carry  out  the 
stipulations  of  the  present  convention  in  those  points  which  are  or  may  be  deemed  per- 
emptory for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  in  Central  America,  from  the  moment  of  the 
canje,  arranging  to  provide  at  once  for  the  arbitral  and  collective  tribunal  mentioned  in 
this  pact,  wnicn  is  to  resolve  the  disputes  and  differences  of  opinion  contrary  to  it,  un- 
til the  appearance  of  the  national  congress  and  authority  of  Central  America,  which 
will,  in  tlie  future,  take  charge  and  execute  these  functions. 

Article  27.  Even  before  the  canje  or  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  credentials,  all 
the  governments  oblige  themselves  to  preserve  the  peace  and  avoid  disputes,  employ- 
ing conciliating  measures ;  but  if  these  snould  not  be  sufficient,  each  one  of  them  has  full 
liberty  while  such  oanje  is  being  made,  to  act  as  they  think  proper,  without  forfeiting 
the  right  to  carry  out,  when  the  time  comes,  the  union  stipulated  in  the  agreement. 

Article  28.  All  and  each  of  the  Central  American  republics  oblige  themselves  to 
lay  down,  sustain,  and  fulfill  all  and  each  of  the  principles  and  stipulations  contained 
In  the  present  pact ;  any  infraction  of  it  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  the  arbitral  and 
collective  judgment  of  the  governments,  or  of  the  national  authority,  which  obliges 
itself  to  fulfill  and  cause  to  be  fulfilled. 

Article  29.  The  governments  of  the  republics  of  Central  America,  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  are  under  the  obligation  to  make  it  known 
to  foreign  governments  with  whom  they  are  or  may  be  in  relations. 

Article  30.  The  canje  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  shall  be  done  in  the  city  of 
La  Union  of  Central  America,  within  three  months  from  the  date  in  which  the 
ministers  plenipotentiary  assisting  agree  to  sign  it,  or  before,  if  possible,  and  its 
effects  will  go  on  taking  place  among  those  that  have  taken  part  in  it,  according  as 
they  are  put  into  force. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

Ist.  The  punishment  of  death  is  abolished  in  Central  America  for  political  crimes, 
and  there  shall  be  established  as  soon  as  possible,  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Central 
American  coast,  a  general  penitentiary,  for  the  reception  of  such  criminals  as  the 
particular  legislatures  may  send  to,  without  prejudice  to  the  penitentiaries  which  each 
State  may  erect  for  itself. 

2d.  The  representative  of  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Nicaragua  not  having 
assisted  at  this  congress,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Costa  Rica  wHl  take  upon 
himself  to  visit  the  city  of  Managua  and  present  to  that  government  the  present 
pact,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  adhesion  of  that  government  to  it,  in  which  case 
Its  effects  will  be  equal  over  all  Central  America,  just  as  if  Nicaragua  had  assisted  at  the 
congress  as  one  of  the  signers.  In  case  she  refuses,  the  effects  stipulated  in  Article  19 
remain  of  no  account,  i.  e,  with  respect  to  the  establishment  of  telegraph  lines,  national 
road,  and  interoceanic  canal. 

In  witness  of  the  above  stipulation  we,  the  aforesaid  ministers  plenipotentiary, 
sign  five  copies  of  the  same  tenor  in  the  city  of  La  Uuion  of  Central  America,  with  the 
aforesaid  date,  and  in  the  year  fifty-one  of  the  independence  of  Central  America. 

R.  RAMIREZ. 

IMAXIMO  ARANJO. 

J.  J.  SAMAYOA. 

MARTIN  MERIDA. 
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No.  399. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  39.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  April  10, 1872.    (Received  May  4.) 

Sib  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  printed  copy 
and  translation  of  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  Hondnras, 
against  the  government  of  Salvador,  dated  the  25th  of  March  last,  with 
a  rejoinder  from  President  Oonzalez,  of  the  5th  of  April  instant,  and 
also  official  correspondence,  the  basis  of  the  foregoing. 

In  an  interview  yesterday  with  the  President  of  Salvador  he  thus 
expressed  himself: 

Please  send  to  your  government  the  proclamations ;  the  bare  perasal  of  them  wiU 
be  my  justification.  I  labored  for  peace,  and  withstood  every  indignity  to  that  end,  as 
the  correspondence  published  proves,  when  war  is  made  inevitable  by  its  substantial 
declaration  by  a  State  with  which  we  would  fain  have  been  friendly. 

Thus  hostilities  are  at  last  imminent.  Honduras  declares  non-inter- 
course with  Salvador,  proscribes  her  people,  places  herself  on  a  war- 
footing,  and  challenges  invasion,  and  why?  Because  Salvador  did  not 
authorize  a  minister  sent  to  negotiate  for  the  reconfederation  of  the 
States  of  Central  America  to  treat  also  of  war-claims  for  indemnity  of 
Honduras ;  because  of  the  late  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  defense 
between  Salvador  and  Guatemala,  and  also,  that  discontented  citizeiis 
of  Honduras  had  found  asylum  and  countenance  here. 

The  reply  of  Salvador  has  the  calmness  of  strength  and  the  simplicity 
of  truth.  It  admits  no  claims,  for  Honduras  has  declined  to  specify  thtm^ 
and  the  known  balance  is  in  favor  of  Salvador,  as  the  "correspondence'^ 
attached  hereto  exhibits.  Salvador  requested  merely  a  bill  of  particu- 
lars. Honduras  disdained  the  idea.  The  objectionable  treaty  with  a  sister 
republic  was  one  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  at  most  of  defense,  as  by 
my  dispatches  Nos.  27  and  35.  Salvador  labored  for  peace  and  for  union, 
while  Honduras  declared  war.  As  to  the  refugees  received,  they  fell 
under  no  clause  of  an  extradition  treaty  or  principle  of  international 
comity.  They  were  no  culprits,  but  intelligent  citizens  who  soaght 
asylum  in  Salvador  from  the  promise  of  its  institutions.  In  a  word,  the 
impulsion  to  the  war  lurks  below  the  surface.  The  liberalism  of  Salva- 
dor and  Guatemala  is  odious  to  the  conservatism  of  Honduras,  wherein 
the  Jesuitical  influence  predominates.  President  Medina,  moreover,  has 
been  spurred  by  angry  factions,  who  have  more  than  once  threatened 
his  destruction,  and  in  a  foreign  war  he  seeks  diversion  from  domestic 
pery.  Salvador  has  not  been  the  agressor.  Her  material  interests  all 
cry  for  peace;  her  people  are  industrious,  and  just  as  a  bright  vista  of 
hope  seemed  dawning,  Honduras  shouts  havoc !  and  war  to  the  knife. 

1  append  -a  call  for  troops  by  President  Gonzalez  at  the  rate  of  two 
per  cent,  to  the  population,  an  excess  over  the  peace  establishment; 
constitutionally  justified  by  the  exigency. 

The  Honduranean  soldiers  have  a  high  character  for  discipline  and 
valor,  but  Salvador  can  levy  more  numerous  forces,  and  she  also  has 
financial  advantages.  A  collision  will  probably  soon  occur,  and  through 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  war  I  will  endeavor  so  to  act  as  to  merit  your 
approval;  sympathizing  with  right  and  progressive  freedom,  yet  not 
involving  our  country  in  unauthorized  complications.  The  question  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  line  of  the  Honduras  railway  is  well  postponed 
until  the  date  of  its  completion. 

The  map  discloses  what  a  strategic  advantage  a  neutral  cordon  of 
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such  extent  must  be  to  Honduras  whenever  invaded,  and  it  theatens  in 
«ome  indirect  way  or  other  to  involve  the  nation  guaranteeing  in  each 
•of  the  continuous  wars  which  desolate  these  unhappy  lands. 
I  have,  &c., 

THO'3  BIDDLB. 


rinclosore  1. — Translation.  1 

Jo8^  Maria  Medina,  captaiu-general  and  President  of  the  republic  : 

Considering  that  the  unjustinable  procedure  of  the  governmont  of  Salvador,  denying, 
notwithstanding  its  authenticity,  the  power  given  to  its  minister  the  SeQor  General 
Licenciado  Don  Jnan  J096  Samayoa  to  arrange  the  liquidation  of  pending  accounts  be- 
tween that  and  this  republic,  relating  to  the  last  war,  it  made  the  affairs  of  this  with 
that  government  indecorous  and  humiliating,  and,  consequently,  aU  good  understanding 
became  impossible. 

Considering  that,  notwithstanding  the  pacific  attitude  preserved  by  this  government 
and  its  efforts  to  introduce  the  observance  of  the  rules  of  the  laws  of  nations,  regarding 
the  subjects  aforesaid,  it  is  notorious  that  Marshal  Qonzalez,  the  Salvadorean  President, 
to  the  disquietude  of  Honduras,  lends  aid  and  comfort  to  political  refugees  and  those 
discontented  with  the  administration. 

Considering  that  a  treaty,  celebrated  by  the  governments  of  Salvador  and  Guatemala, 
has  been  made  public,  highly  threatening  to  Honduras,  and  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  all  Central  America ;  and  it  being  a  duty  of  the  executive  power  to  take  all  the  pre- 
ventive measures  which  circumstances  demand  to  save  harmless  the  national  independ- 
ence in  all  its  vigor,  the  public  order,  conformably  to  Article  35  of  the  constitution, 
sections  1  and  10 : 
•  I  decree : 

Articlk  1.  Official  relations  between  Honduras  and  Salvador  shall  be  closed,  and 
Also  private  relations  between  the  respective  citizens,  until  friendly  relations  between 
the  governments  are  restored. 

Article  2.  The  authorities  and  managers  at  the  frontiers  shall  prevent  the  entrance 
of  Honduranoan  emigrants,  and  of  suspected  persons  who  come  from  abroad.  Within, 
locomotion  is  prohibited  without  passports  duly  procured. 

Article  3.  The  republicof  Honduras  places  itself  in  a  state  of  defensive  war  against 
whatever  invasion. 

Article  4.  In  the  least  possible  time  the  national  army  shall  be  raised  consonantly 
to  the  legislative  decree  of  the  9th  of  the  current  month. 

Article  5.  Authorities  and  private  individuals,  neglectful  in  the  service- of  the 
republic,  shaU  be  treated  as  enemies. 

Article  6.  Those  who  conspire  against  the  interior  or  exterior  security,  aiding  the 
enemies  of  the  government,  and  having  relations  with  them,  shall  be  judged  by  military 
law. 

Article  7.  So  soon  as  an  invasion  commences,  and  for  its  duration,  a  state  of  siege  shall 
exist,  and  the  invaders  be  opposed  in  every  possible  manner. 

Article  8.  Whoever  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  shall  be  shot  by  any 
military  chief,  with  the  previous  testimony  of  two  witnesses  at  least,  and  the  hearing 
of  the  accused.  The  property  of  those  oompromitted  with  the  invasion  shaU  be  applied 
to  the  expenses  of  the  national  defense. 

Article  9.  All  the  responsibility  of  the  war,  in  case  of  the  invasion  of  the  Hondu- 
ranean  territory  by  forces  or  parties  proceeding  from  Salvador,  shall  fall  with  all  its 
consequences  upon  the  government  of  that  republic 

Article  10.  The  ministers  of  state  are  charged  with  the  publication  and  enfbroe- 
ment  of  this  decree. 

Given  in  Comayagua  in  the  government  house  the  25th  March,  1872.  *    * 

JOSfi  MARIA  MEDINA. 

TheAfinister  of  Interior  and  of  Foreign  BelationSf 
Manuel  Colindres. 

The  Minister  of  the  Treasurjf  andof  War, 
Rafael  Padilla. 


[iDcIoeure  No.  2.~Traii8latioa.] 
IFrom  the  BoUlin  OJidal  of  Salvador,  of  eth  of  Apnl,  1872.] 

The  President  of  the  republic  of  Salvador: 

Considering  that  tt^  givernment  of  Honduras  has  revealed  its  reactionary  and 
hostile  efforts  against  thi»  liberal  institutions  which  are  implanted  in  Salvador,  and 
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that,  iu  search  of  some  pretext,  has  stamped  in  its  blindness  as  antagonistic  to  tho  in> 
dependence  of  Central  America  the  treaty  lately  celebrated  with  Guatemala,  when  it 
is  nothing  less  than  the  confirmation  of  republican  principles,  and  the  germ  of  pros- 
perty  and  hope*for  these  countries. 

Considering  that,  equally,  it  has  served  as  a  pretext  for  the  inexplicable  conduct  of 
that  government,  the  having  been  rejected  as  informal,  unjust,  and  groundless  the 
claims  for  ima^nary  indebtedness,  which,  perhaps  dissemblingly,  that  government 
presents  as  justifiable. 

Considering  that  by  such  specious  pretexts  it  has  closed  its  political  relations  with 
this  government,  has  prohibited  private  transactions  between  individuals  of  the  two 
republics,  and  has  called  the  people  to  arms,  which  conduct  places  this  government 
under  the  imperious  necessity  of  dictating  convenient  measures  for  guaranteeing  the 
interests^  the  liberty,  and  independence  of  the  nation,  in  conformity  with  article  78 
and  sections  1  and  2  of  the  47th  article  of  the  constitution,  I  have  thought  fit  to  decree, 
and  it  is  decreed ; 

Akticijs  1.  Every  Salvadorian,  saving  the  legal  exceptions,  is  obliged  to  take  up 
arms,  whenever  required,  to  defend  the  independence  of  the  republic  and  its  territorial 
integrity.  Consequently  the  nation  places  itself  on  a  war-footing,  from  this  date  being 
severed  the  political  relations  with  the  government  of  Honduras,  and  such  other  as 
may  give  the  enemy  news  of  tho  interior  condition  of  the  republic  of  whatsoever  na- 
ture. 

Article  2.  The  infraction  of  the  final  clause  of  the  preceding  article,  the  dissemi- 
nation of  false  or  terrifying  rumors,  and  every  action  which  tends  to  lessen  the  eflforta 
of  the  authorities,  shall  be  punished  as  the  crime  of  treason,  conformably  to  the  exist- 
ing laws. 

Article  3.  No  person  can  travel  from  one  department  to  another  without  a  pass- 
port given  by  the  governors  or  alcaldes  of  the  district,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
suspected,  and  committed  to  prison  until  proof  of  innocence.    * 

Article  4.  Governors,  &c.,  to  be  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  this  decree^ 
which  is  to  be  enforced  from  the  date  of  its  promulgation. 

Given  in  San  Salvador,  at  the  national  palace,  the  5th  of  April  of  1872. 

SANTIAGO  GONZALEZ. 
;    The  Minister  of  the  Treasury  and  of  War, 
BORJA  Bustamente. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relatiotis,  the  Chief  of  BureaUj 
Rafael  Reyes. 

The  Chief  of  Bureau  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior, 
Francisco  E.  Palindo. 


(Inclosore  No.|3. — TraDsIation.l 
iFrom  the  Boletin  Ofidal,  April  6,  1872.] 

The  President  of  the  republic  of  Salvador : 

Considering  that  the  basis  established  by  the  eightieth  article  of  the  constitution 
for  the  national  militia  is  insufiScient,  under  the  circumstances  which  now  threaten  the 
sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  republic  by  an  armed  invasion  of  the  government 
of  Honduras,  at  the  same  time  that  insensate  attempts  of  domestic  rebellious  reaction- 
aries are  apprehended ;  and  considering,  moreover,  that  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
article  47  of  the  same  constitution,  providing  for  this  contingency,  empowers  the 
government  to  raise  the  greatest  force  which  it  may  consider  necessary,  and  in  oixler 
to  save  the  cpm'munity  the  inconvenience  from  irregular  enlistments,  as  it  is  best  to 
organize  at  once  the  national  militia  upon  a  proper  and  regular  system,  he  has  thought 
fit  to  decree,  and  decrees : 

Article  1.  The  militia  of  the  republic  shall  be  organized  with  the  utmost  celerity, 
at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  to  the  population,  and  consonantly  to  existing  laws  upon 
the  subject. 

Article  2.  This  temporary  arrangement  shall  have  effect  from  the  date  of  its  pro- 
mulgation, and  shall  become  inoperative  with  the  cessation  of  the  reasons  for  compell- 
ing it,  the  militia  then  being  reduced  to  the  veteran  force. 

Given  in  San  Salvador,  at  the  national  palace,  the  2d  of  April,  1872. 

SANTUGO  GONZALEZ. 

The  Minister  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  of  the  Navy, 
Borja  Bustkmente. 
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No.  400. 

Mr.  Blddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  42.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  April  19, 1872.    (Received  May  18.) 

SiE :  Referring  to  my  No.  39  aud  its  inclosures,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  circular  from  the  ministry 
of  foreign  relations  of  Salvador,  dated  the  8th  of  April,  instant,  ad- 
dressed to  the  governments  of  Central  America,  informing  them  of  the 
close  of  official  relations  with  Honduras,  and  the  imminence  of  actual 
war.  It  concisely  reviews  the  conduct  of  Honduras,  animadverts  on  its 
whole  course,  and  presents  the  justification  of  Salvador. 

On  the  10th  instant,  also.  President  Gonzalez  addressed  to  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  to  the  people  of  Central  America  a  "  counter-manifest,''  in  re- 
ply to  that  published  by  the  President  of  Honduras,  a  copy  whereof  is 
hereto  annexed,  in  which  the  arguments  of  the  first-cited  circular  are 
elaborated  with  documentary  illustrations. 

I  also  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  and  translation  of  an 
anonymous  circular,  but  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  production  of  a 
leading  opposition  senator,  ♦  ♦  ♦  in  which  the  course  of 
President  Gonzalez  is  severely  criticised  as  unconstitutional,  it  being 
the  prerogative  of  the  congress  to  declare  war,  make  peace,  and  to 
authorize  voluntary  or  forced  loans.  Banishment  from  the  State  is  re- 
stricted to  cases  which  have  received  judicial  sanction.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  government  party  contend  that  the  first,  second,  third,  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  seventeenth  sections  of  the  forty-seventh  article  of 
the  fundamental  law  justify  the  action  of  the  President  in  the  emergency* 
(See  my  dispatch  No.  13,  upon  the  constitution.)  The  truth  is,  danger- 
ous re-actionary  elements  begin  to  appear,  and  the  fortunes  of  war  will 
probably  expound  the  existing  constitution  and  resolve  the  fate  of  the 
government,  as  throughout  this  century  they  have  done  in  Central 
America.  1  believe  President  Gonzalez  to  be  a  pure  patriot  and  honest 
man.  I  believe  he  has  been  driven  into  a  war  which  he  would  fain  have 
avoided ;  but  what  the  political  result  may  be  it  is  impossible  to  pre- 
dict. Allied  with  Guatemala,  and  encouraged  with  the  prestige  of 
victories  within  one  year  of  this  date,  the  cause  of  Salvador  is  hopeful, 
while  the  forces  of  Honduras  have  a  high  reputation  as  soldiers  and 
are  comparatively  numerous.  Salvadorean  troops  are  massing  at 
Chaletenango  and  at  Sensuntepeque,  but  no  battle  has  yet  occurred. 

Proceedings  against  the  Jesuits  have  fallen  into  abeyance,,  and  the 
few  here  are  not  as  yet  disturbed,  notwithstanding  their  having  received 
notification  to  quit.    The  individuals  banished  have  been  those  against 
whom  specific  charges  existed. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


[IncloeurcNo.  L— Translation.  J 

IFrom  the  Boleiin  Oficial  of  Salvador  ofllth  Jprily  1872.] 

tCiroalar  to  the  goyernmeuts  of  Central  America.] 

National  Palace,  Ministry  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the 

Supreme  Government  of  the  Bepublic  of  Salvador, 

San  Salvador,  ApHl  8, 1872. 
Sb^or  Minister  :  The  supreme  government  of  HondaraS|  by  decree  of  the  25th  of 
last  March,  has  closed  its  official  relation^  with  the  government  of  Salvador  and  h|^ 
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prohibited  every  kind  of  oommanication  between  the  two  republics,  placing  itself  in  an 
attitude  of  war. 

For  some  time  the  government  of  Honduras  has  labored  more  or  less  covertly  to 
-change  its  relations  with  this  republic,  and  under  the  guise  of  peace  has  constantly 
been  making  warlike  preparations  to  that  end. 

The  government  of  Salvador  would  have  had  abundant  reasons  to  ask  explanation  from 
Honduras  of  such  conduct  not  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  cordiality  and  frankness 
which  should  exist  between  two  friendly  governments  ;  but  it  has  been  compelled  to 
observe  in  this  respect  the  most  prudent  reserve,  confident  that,  conserving  the  best 
relations  with  the  government  of  Honduras,  and  not  having  desire  to  quarrel,  it  might 
not  be  possible  that  that  government  should  assume  with  respect  to  Salvador  an  atti- 
tude plainly  hostile. 

To  cloak  such  a  proceeding,  the  government  of  Honduras  has  seized  as  pretexts  to 
the  negativing  by  this  government  of  unfounded  claims,  and  of  the  conclusion  of  a 
treatv  oetween  this  republic  and  that  of  Guatemala.  These  causes  cannot  serve  as 
any  roundation  to  justify  the  terms  of  the  referred-to  decree,  for  this  was  promulgated 
even  pending  the  deliberations  on  claims,  and  as  to  the  celebration  of  the  treaty,  be- 
sides snch  not  being  a  cause  of  war  consonantly  to  the  principles  of  international  law, 
the  government  of  Honduras  has  not  initiated  any  reclamation  in  this  respect.  For 
the  rest,  the  government  of  Salvador  Is  disposed  to  work  agreeably  to  that  demanded 
by  the  public  order  and  by  the  national  dignity  and  honor. 

The  remaining  terms  of  the  cited  decree  comment  npon  themselves,  and  one  feels, 
Sefior  Minister,  that  in  one  section  of  Central  America  governmental  acts  may  be 
marked  with  little  accord  with  the  beneficent  and  humane  principles  which  the  cause 
of  civilization  has  conquered  in  the  lapse  of  time. 

The  Salvadorean  government  has  directed  the  measures  which  circumstances  demand 
for  the  national  defense,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  pleasant  to  continue  cultivating 
the  most  friendly  and  fraternal  relations  which  exist,  and  should  exist,  between  Sal- 
vador and  the  government  of  your  republic,  where  it  will  be  understood  that  the  atti- 
tude which  this  government  has  finally  assumed,  in  virtue  of  the  unjustifiable  course 
of  the  Honduranean  cabinet,  cannot  in  the  least  alfeot  the  interests  of  your  country 
nor  Government. 

Especially  presenting  this  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government  of  your  republic, 
through  the  worthy  instrumentality  of  yourself,  I  subscribe  myself,  (in  the  absence  of 
the  mmister  chief  of  section,) 

RAFAEL  REYES. 

To  the  Honorable  Senor  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations 
Of 'the  Supreme  Government  of  the  Bepublio  of . 


«[Inclostire  8.— Translation.] 

The  revolution  which  triumphed  in  Santa  Afia  a  year  ago  had  for  its  foundation  that 
-guarantees  were  trampled  upon,  that  the  public  liberties  nad  disappeared,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  by  that  means  to  redeem  them  or  to  conquer  them.  The  resolutions  of 
the  villages  abound  in  charges  against  the  fallen  administration,  and  the  messages  con- 
tain the  detail  of  all  the  causes  which  compelled  the  revolution.  Then  was  hastened 
the  convocation  of  a  constituent  congress,  and  the  provisory  government  anticipated 
itself  in  declaring  the  liberties  intrusted. 

The  constituents,  possessed  with  the  same  sentiments,  full  of  patriotic  fire,  and  know- 
ing the  evils  it  was  necessary  to  remedy,  decreed  the  constitution  of  the  16th  of  October, 
1871,  and,  satisfied  with  their  work,  retired  to  their  hearths,  confident  of  having  as- 
sured the  rights  of  the  Salvadoreans,  and  that  a  law  so  instituted  would  be  respected 
and  obeyed.  But  where  are  now  those  libertise?  Where  those  guarantees?  As  yet  the 
constitution  has  not  lasted  a  year — fresh  even  the  ink  with  which  it  is  written — and 
that  fruit  of  the  griefs  and  tears  of  families,  of  the  blood  shed  in  this  crisis  to  the 
whole  republic,  has  almost  disappeared.  Such  and  so  oft-repeated  attacks  has  it  suf- 
fered in  the  few  days  of  its  existence. 

A  treaty  was  celebrated  with  Guatemala  wounding  it  in  its  most  vulnerable  part, 
arbitrary  imprisonments  have  been  made,  individuals  have  been  banished  without 
judicial  process,  and  loans  are  solicited  without  the  corresponding  authorization; 
and,  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  that  there  does  not  exist  any  constitutional  order,  a 
decree  of  the  executive  has  been  distributed  to  the  four  winds  which  declares  the 
nation  in  a  state  of  war,  infringing  the  precious  guarantee  which  Salvadoreans  have 
for  free  locomotion. 

It  may  be  said  that  such  a  measure  is  a  just  retaliation  against  the  government  of 
Honduras  in  consequence  of  its  decree  of  the  25th  of  March  last  passed;  but  this  is 
merely  preventive,  and  perhaps  the  result  of  the  preparations  for  war  which  they  have 
been  making  in  the  city  of  San  Miguel;  and  who  knows  but  that  it  has  been  influenced 
by  the  denunciations  made  in  the  newspaper  El  Forvenir  of  Nicaragua,  which  declared 
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that  nothing  less  than  a  orasade  was  planning  to  make  of  Honduras  another  unhappy 
Poland. 

But  let  this  be  as  it  may,  that  which  we  propose  to  demonstrate  is  that  the  decree 
of  our  government  is  unconstitutional  and  threatening  to  individual  guarantees,  and 
we  proceed  to  prove  it.  Among  the  attributes  of  the  legislative  power  one  finds  the 
fourteenth  section  of  the  thirty-sixth  article  of  our  charter,  which  thus  provides  :  '*  To 
declare  war  and  make  peace  with  regard  to  the  data  supplied  by  the  executive  author- 
ity f  but  where  are  the  data  by  virtue  of  which  the  le«'islative  authority  lias  declared 
war.  If  the  declaration  does  not  exist  neither  should  war  exist,  and  if  this  is  not 
legally  declared,  still  the  less  is  there  power  to  impede  free  locomotion  demanding 
passports,  for  this  is  a  result  to  the  state  of  siege,  which  can  only  be  imposed  by  the 
legislative  authority  as  by  the  twentieth  section  of  the  aforesaid  article. 

The  law  of  the  36th  October,  1871,  provides  as  to  the  condition  of  siege,  (and,  be  it 
understood,  a  siege  legally  declared,)  that  only  in  those  places  to  which  it  extends 
shall  be  suspended  the  guarantees  of  habeas  corpttSj  free  locomotion,  and  che  right  to 
assemble,  (article  5;)  but  in  its  first  article  the  same  law  provides,  '*  the  state  of  siege 
may  be  declared  when  the  republic  finds  itself  in  a  foreign  war.  and  in  this  case  can 
impose  it  upon  the  populations  threatened  by  the  enemy,  and  in  case  of  invasion,  to 
places  conterminous  to  points  invaded."  All  these  provisions  the  decree  of  the  5th  of 
the  present  month  bas  violated,  wherefore  we  believe  it  not  only  unconstitutional  but 
also  threatening  to  the  individual  guarantees;  and  this  being  certain,  we  are  able  to 
say,  with  article  128  of  the  constitution,  that,  "  neither  the  legislative  authority,  nor 
the  executive,  nor  any  tribunal  or  authority,  can  restrain,  change,  or  infringe  any  of 
the  proclaimed  guarantees,  and  whatever  power  or  authority  encroaches  upon  them 
shall  be  deemed  as  usurper." 

In  demonstrating  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  decree  in  question,  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  weaken  the  action  of  the  government,  but  to  preserve  the  national  independ- 
ence and  honor;  on  the  contrary,  we  desire  that  our  government  shall  conform  its 
actions  to  the  law,  so  that  its  dispositions  may  bear  the  desired  fruit. 

But  let  US  undeceive  ourselves.  The  profound  distrust  which  is  felt  in  the  whole  re- 
public has  no  other  cause  than  that  the  sacred  code  of  our  rights  has  been  violated, 
the  precious  fruit  of  so  many  sacrifices.  Liberty  without  law  is  confusion,  it  is  chaos  ^ 
without  this  element  it  is  only  a  reign  of  terror  or  the  silence  of  despotism,  but  against 
that  reign  and  that  terror  the  people  ever  protest,  for  they  cannot  exi^t  with  the  loss 
of  their  liberties  and  rights.  Law  is  the  supreme  necessity  to  republics,  as  it  upholds 
property  and  life,  and  upon  its  fulfillment  existence  itself  depends. 

Napoleon  the  Third  seized  the  liberties  of  France,  and,  as  a  distraction,  bronght  the 
French  to  the  battle-field  to  conquer  lands  ;  but  Napoleon  lost  a  throne,  and  France 
its  prestige  and  its  glories.  Let  us  preserve  our  liberties  and  laws,  and  despise  laurels 
which  always  wilt  when  fails  the  dew  of  reason  and  justice. 

A  FEW  SALVADOREANS. 

San  Salvador,  April  12, 1872. 


[luclosare  No.  3.— Translation.] 
TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

By  verbal  order,  as  it  has  not  been  possible  to  secure  a  written  one,  the  President  of 
this  republi(^  banishes  me  without  any  legal  sanction.  Against  so  arbitrary  a  measure 
I  protest  as  contrary  to  the  constitution  which  protects  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
public, leaving  until  the  proper  time  reclamations  for  damages  against  him  causing 
them. 

I  am  accused  of  the  disorders  in  Apopa  on  Good  Friday.    K  the  government  inves- 
tigates it  will  discover  my  innocence,  which  my  parish  unanimously  declares,  and  it 
will  anpear  that  the  quarrels  of  two  neighbors  and  the  pliant  credulity  of  President 
Gonzalez  have  formed  this  tempest  against  truth  and  jnstice. 
The  priest, 

THOMAS  MARTINEZ. 


No.  401. 
Mr.  BiddU  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  43.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

8an  Salvador  J  April  20, 1872.    (Received  May  18.) 
Sib:  Referring  to  the  correspondence  between  the  Department  of 
State  and  this  legation  relative  to  the  asylum  and  conditional  surren-, 
34  F  R  o 
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der  of  Ex-President  Duenas,  comprised  in  dispatches  Nos.  45  and  48 
(with  iuclosures)  of  my  predecessor,  and  in  your  reply  No.  33, 1  have 
the  honor  to  state  that,  held  a  close  prisoner  in  the  military  college, 
charges  were  preferred  against  him  to  the  congress  for  various  malfea- 
sances in  office,  including  not  only  usurpation  of  office,  peculations 
and  misappropriation  of  funds,  nepotism,  &c.,  but  also  the  charge  of 
assassination  in  unlawfully  causing  Ex-President  Barrios  to  be  shot 
to^  death.  After  a  protracted  investigation,  the  particulars  of  which 
have  not  transpired,  the  senate  resolved  itself  into  a  sort  of  a  grand 
jury,  and  presented  the  cavse  to  the  ordinary  tribunals  for  final  deter- 
mination. I  was  informed  by  the  minister  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
tliat  the  trial  might  be  expected  within  a  reasonable  period.  There  is  a 
strong  feeling  against  the  ex- President  among  a  large  body  of  the  com- 
munity, and  in  these  days  of  war  with  Honduras  there  is  a  renewal  of 
the  popular  excitement  as  at  this  date  of  last  year.  I  have  heard  many 
cautious  men  express  the  belief  that  the  trial  will  end  in  his  being  sen- 
enced  to  death.  ♦  ♦  •  I  am  told  that  the  charge  of  assassination 
is  not  within  the  seven  regular  accusations,  but  was  included  in  those 
submitted  to  the  courts. 

I  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  further  duta  of  the  action  of  this  lega- 
tion in  the  case  than  that  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Department 

I  would  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  extracts  from 
General  Torbert's  disi)atch  No.  45 : 

I  offered  him  (DucHas)  the  protection  of  the  legation,  and  that  I  shonld  demand  of 
General  Gonzalez  a  complete  guarantee  for  his  life ;  about  6.30  p.  m.  he  came  to  my 
bouse,  &c. 

»  «  »  «  ft  *  # 

As  soon  as  Gtmeral  Gonzalez  entered  the  city  I  waited  upon  him  and  asked  him  that 
he  would  not  allow  any  political  executions ;  he  cheerfully  and  positively  jvssured  me 
that  there  should  not  be  one,  and  that  he  would  answer  for  SeQor  Dneiias's  life  with 
his  own. 

By  General  Torbert's  dispatch  to  you,  !N^o.  48,  and  by  the  correspond- 
ence inclosed  therein,  it  seems  that  in  the  surrender  of  the  ex-President 
to  the  authorities  it  was  understood  'Hhat  in  no  case  will  Seiior  Duenas's 
life  be  forfeited,"  on  account  of  the  solemn  guarantee  of  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment and  the  personal  assurance  given  him  by  the  President  him- 
self. 

I  also  present  the  following  as  a  more  accurate  translation  of  the 
pledge  made  by  Seiior  Arbiza  to  General  Torbert,  in  his  communication 
of  the  2()th  April,  1871,  as  inclosed  in  the  referred-to  dispatch,  and 
stronger  for  Duenas  than  that  in  the  published  "  Papers  relating  to  the 
foreign  relations,  December  4,  1871.'' 

(Fourth  paragraph.)  The  honorable  minister  of  the  United  States  must  rely  npou 
the  formal  assurance  which  the  government  gives  him  by  these  presents  that  the  life 
of  Senor  DiUMlas  will  be  respected  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  its  power  to  avoid  any  attempt 
against  it,  the  same  as  in  any  other  eventj  and  that  he  will  be  kept  in  custody  without 
causing  hiui  unnecessary  annoyance. 

The*  first  translation  might  be  constnied  to  apply  to  the  excited  moh, 
but  the  latter  to  "  any  other  events 

I  believe  the  President  of  Salvador  to  be  mercifully  inclined,  and  I 
have  seen  his  approval  and  that  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
when  I  liave  told  the  story  of  our  regenerated  republic  and  terrible  war 
without  one  political  execution,  not  one  victim  whom  exasperated  par- 
tisans could  call  martyr,  but  it  was  unwise  as  w^ell  as  impracticable  to 
anticipate  the  result  of  this  special  case. 

For  the  present,  with  the  increasing  excitement  here,  a  knowledge  of 
the  past,  and  of  the  Spanish- American  races,  it  is  impossible  to  predict 
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what  may  be,  but  there  is  a  great  uneasiness  expressed  as  to  the  fate  of 
Dueiias. 

The  (;ase  seems  to  hinge  upon  the  compact  made  with  General  Torbert 
at  the  date  of  his  surrender.  Am  I  to  construe  it  as  a  guarantee  for 
Dueiias's  life,  binding  on  this  government  at  all  events,  or  as  an  assur- 
ance that  when  the  effervescence  of  first  fnry  was  over,  the  case  should 
be  submitted  only  to  the  regular  tribunals,  as  now,  after  the  expiration 
of  a  year  ?    The  only  evidence  is  in  the  dispatches  in  your  possession. 

Article  112  of  the  constitution  provides,  'Uhat  the  death  penalty  is 
abolished  in  political  cases,  and  only  can  be  inflicted  for  the  crimes  of 
asHasmnation^  assault,  and  arson,  when  death  ensues." 

Praying  your  indulgence  for  thus  trespassing  on  your  valuable  time, 
in  requesting  general  instructions  for  guidance  in  this  case, 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  402. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Full. 

No.  48.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  May  11, 1872.    (Received  June  19.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  and  trans- 
lation of  a  communication,  and  of  its  inclosures,  dated  fhe  3d  May 
instant,  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Salvador,  in- 
forming me  of  the  declaration  of  war  with  Honduras  and  of  the  proc- 
lamation of  President  Gonzalez  thereof,  and  also  of  his  address  to  the 
people  of  Salvador  and  to  those  of  Central  America  upon  the  same 
subject.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  the  President  left  the  capital 
for  the  frontiers  at  Chalatenango,  to  direct  in  person  the  military  move- 
ments. When  he  crosses  the  boundary  the  government  will  be  assumed 
for  the  time  being  by  the  Vice-President,  Seiior  Manuel  Mendez. 

T  visited  him  the  evening  prior  to  his  departure.  He  spoke  of  his 
deep  regret  at  having  been  thus  forced  into  war,  and  that  he  hoped  for 
an  early  peace.  To  attain  which  I  proffered  cordially  any  friendly  serv- 
ices which  I  might  be  able  to  render  both  States  with  propriety  in  my 
oflicial  position.  He  said  that  he  would  gladly  accept  my  kind  offer  at 
the  propitious  time. 

The  successes  thus  far  have  been  signally  for  Salvador.  General 
Espinosa  writes  from  Pasaquiua,  as  follows: 

Yesterday,  the  Ist  of  May,  I  have  invaded  the  Honduranean  territory.  The  invading 
forces  met  the  enemy  a  little  beycmd  the  river  Gouscoran,  and  after  a  short  combat  the 
enemy  wer«  completely  routed,  leaving  four  dead  on  the  battle-field,  besides  wonnded, 
&c.  To  morrow.  May  3,  I  propose  invading  Honduras  with  my  whole  command,  as  all 
obstacles  to  my  advance  seem  overcome. 

Meantime  General  Estrever,  with  the  army  at  La  Union,  marched 
toward  Amapala. 

The  President  Gonzalez  will  combine  his  operations  upon  the  Hondu- 
ranean province  of  Gratias,  along  with  his  ally  President  Granados  of 
Guatemala.  Nacaome,  a  small  Honduranean  town,  has  fallen  before  the 
march  of  the  forces  of  General  Estrever.  The  most  important  success, 
however,  is  that  of  General  D.  Juan  Antonio  Medina,  of  Salvador,  who 
overcame  General  Velez,  in  Sabana  Grande,  on  the  6th  instant.  The 
enemy  left  a  number  on  the  field,  both  killed  and  wounded,  six  hundred* 
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Chassepot  and  Remington  rifles,  a  piece  of  artillery,  and  a  hundred  and 
fifty  animals.  The  famous  Garcia,  of  Curaren,  was  made  prisoner. 
General  Medina  marched  next  on  Tegucigalpa,  all  the  department  of 
C'holuteca  remaining  without  forces  of  the  enemy.'  General  Espiuosa 
then  marched  upon  Comayagua,  where  he  expects  no  resistance. 

Two  important  positions  have  thus  been  acquired,  and  President  Medina 
separated  from  the  departments  of  Choluteca,  Tegucigalpa,  Paraiso, 
Comayagua,  and  Olancho.    With  a  just  cause  and  the  prestige  of  suc- 
cess, we  may  hope  for  an  early  dawn  of  peace. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

THO'S  BIDDLE. 


[Incloenre  Ko.  1.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Arhizu  io  Mr.  Biddle, 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Reijitions  of  Salvador, 

San  Salvador,  May  3,  1872. 
Mr.  Minister:  By  the  decree  which   I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  by  the  present 
opportunity  you  will  see  that  the  government  of  Salvador,  consulting  its  interests, 
has  found  itself  under  the  necessity  of  accepting  the  stat*^  of  war  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Honduras,  presided  over  by  General  Don  Jos(^  Ma.  Medina,  has  provoked. 

The  reasons  of  this  government  for  that  resolve  are  comprised  in  the  "  considera- 
tions "  of  said  decree,  a  determination  which  has  been  forced  by  the  most  imperious 
necessity,  to  which  it  has  been  indispensable  to  sacrifice  momentarily  the  peace  of 
these  countries. 

In  this  connection,  I  have  the  honor  to  repeat  myself,  with  every  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant, 

GREGORIO  ARBIZU. 


[Inclosnre  No.  3.  ~  Translation.] 
PROCLAMATION  OF  WAR. 

Santiago  Gonzalez,  field  marshal,  constitutional  president  of  the  republic  of  Salvador, 
considering — 

Ist.  That  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Honduras,  by  decree  of  the  25th  of  March 
last,  has  declared  itself  in  a  state  of  defensive  war  toward  Salvador,  which  implies  au 
actual  declaration  of  war,  reserving  to  itself  the  advantages  of  the  defensive. 

2d.  That  the  mpture  of  official  relations  with  this  cabinet,  considering  them  indeco- 
rous and  humiliating,  and  the  exaction  by  the  legislative  body  of  Honduras  of  guaran- 
tees for  the  payment  of  pretended  indebtedness,  has  inflicted  grave  injuries  upon  the 
government  and  people  of  Salvador,  with  whom,  besides,  it  has  prohibited  private  re- 
lations. 

3d.  That  in  asking  reparation  for  such  injuries,  unexampled  in  our  history,  we  can- 
not use  diplomatic  means,  whose  object  would  be  to  avert  the  greater  evils,  accruing 
from  the  violent  rupture  of  official  relations. 

4th.  That,  apart  from  this,  it  is  of  public  notoriety  that  the  government  of  Honduras 
conspires  constantly  to  change  the  public  order  in  Salvador,  and  in  our  friend  and  ally 
the  republic  of  Guatemala,  the  principal  object  of  which  is  to  uproot  the  republican  ia- 
Btitutions  which  sway  in  both  republics,  to  which  end  it  has  collected  all  the  elemeute 
which  in  Central  America  oppose  liberal  principles. 

5th.  That  threaten  ings  from  the  government  of  Honduras  are  perpetual,  that  even  be- 
fore the  promulgation  of  the  said  decree  of  the  2oth  of  March  it  maintained  forces  upon 
our  frontier,  and  clearly  manifested  the  tendencies  of  that  goverument  to  disturb  at 
every  hazard  the  peace  of  Salvador,  and,  although  it  had  not  openly  declared  war,  it 
secretly  prepared  for  the  strife  for  some  time,  and  arranged  also  to  precipitate  itself  up- 
on this  country  at  a  moment  least  expected. 

6th.  That  all  hope  is  lost  of  re-establishing  friendly  relations  between  both  govern- 
ments, by  the  mediation  of  friendly  powers,  biecause,  having  adverse  interests,  and  see- 
ing the  said  decree,  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war  in  full  peace  and  under  futile 
prt'texts,  we  have  arrived  at  the  conviction  that  with  such  antecedent*  it  is  impossible 
to  establish  peace  based  upon  any  confidence  inspired  by  that  government. 

7th.  That  this  alarming  state  of  affairs  has  made  it  of  the  last  necessity  for  this  gov- 
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eminent  to  raise  and  maintain  upon  a  war-footing  a  respectable  army,  which  weighs 
npou  the  exchequer,  and  upon  the  people,  it  becoming  every  day  more  urgent  to  settle 
in  some  way  the  difficulties  created  by  that  government. 

8th.  That  public  opinion  imperiously  demands  the  prompt  solution  of  these  questions, 
from  the  great  depression  suffered  in  the  anomalous  couditiou  of  affairs  by  labor,  com- 
merce, and  particularly  agriculture,  which  is  the  life  of  these  people. 

9th.  That  finally  the  houor  and  dignity  of  the  republic,  cruelly  outraged,  the  pres- 
sure of  circuiUHtances,  the  imperious  necessity  for  ending  the  emergency,  the  view  of 
avoiding  iinaucial  and  industrial  evils  to  the  republic,  the  obvious  convenience  of  at 
once  destroying  the  evil,  which  soon  would  occasion  greater  difficulties  to  Salvador, 
the  truly  exceptional  prtwlicament  in  which  the  government  of  Honduras  has  placed 
this  republic,  has  decided  this  government  to  make  the  best  of  the  circumstances,  and 
obliged  it  to^leclare  its  course  in  the  case,  consulting  as  paramount  the  public  interest. 

Therefore,  and  after  slow  and  mature  deliberation,  resolving  in  so  critical  a  condition 
of  affairs  to  preserve  the  dearest  interests  of  the  republic,  I  decree: 

Articlk  1.  The  republic  of  Salvador  declares  itself  in  a  state  of  war  against  the 
government  of  the  republic  of  Honduras. 

Article  2.  Consequently,  through  the  proper  channels,  measures  will  be  adopted  for 
the  national  defense. 

Given  at  San  Salvador,  in  the  national  palace,  the  25th  day  of  the  month  of  April, 
1872. 

SANTIAGO  GONZALEZ. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  RelationSj 
Gregorio  Arbizu. 

The  Minister  of  the  Treasury  and  of  War^ 

BORJA   BXISTAMKNTE. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction^ 

Manuel  Mexdez. 
The  Chief  of  Bureau  in  charge  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  {Gobeimaoion,) 

Antonio  G.  Valdez. 


[Inclosure  No.  3. — Translation.] 

ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  GONZALEZ. 

Santiago  Gonzalez,  field-marshal  and  constitutional  President  of  the  republic,  to  the  people  of 
Salvador  and  to  thme  of  Central  America  : 

There  are  times  in  the  lives  of  nations  when  equilibrium  and  harmony  are  disturbed, 
necessary  conditions  of  peace,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  re-establish  them  by  violent 
means,  to  insure  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  theiie  blessings,  and  that  the  nation  may 
preserve  its  autonomy  and  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Salvador  unhappily  finds  itself  at  this  time  in  one  of  these  exceptional  positions, 
and  an  imperious  and  irresistible  uecijssity  impels  it  to  take  up  arms  to  assert  the  dig- 
nity of  its  tiag. 

The  government  of  General  Medina,  which  has  for  eight  years  oppressed  our  sister 
and  friendly  reiuiblic  of  Honduras,  after  having  collected  all  the  remaining  colonial 
elements  in  Central  America,  with  the  intention  of  drowning  in  blood  the  liberal  insti- 
tutions implanted  here  and  in  the  republic  of  Guatemala;  after  having  intrigued  for  a 
civil  war  in  both  countries,  and  its  efforts  having  been  baffied  by  public  opinion ;  after, 
in  fine,  having  accompanied  with  insulting  threats  a  claim  for  pretended  debts,  with 
the  design  to  create  a  conffict ;  at  this  date,  in  derogation  of  peace,  and  without  lawful 
cause,  he  has  promulgated  the  decree  of  th«  25th  of  March,  breaking  abruptly  official 
and  private  relations,  and  having  *' deposited  his  authority ,''  has  plaeed  himself  at  the 
head  of  an  army  to  commence  a  campaign. 

However  monstrous  might  be  that  document,  if  it  merely  had  for  object  to  disturb 
the  sincere  friendship  which  has  always  united  Salvador  and  Honduras,  faithful  to  its 
proposition  to  conserve  the  peace  so  necessary  to  these  people,  this  government  would 
confine  itself  strictly  to  the  right  of  reprisals.  But  the  government  of  General  Medina 
has  wished  to  fill  the  measure  of  provocations ;  it  hiis  called  to  arms  the  Honduranean 
people ;  it  has  declared  itself  in  a  state  of  defensive  war  toward  Salvador;  it  has  aug- 
mented to  the  extent  of  its  power  the  forces  witn  which  for  some  time  it  has  menaced 
our  frontiers;  and,  as  if  this  did  not  suffice  to  raise  the  national  pride  of  the  Salvadore- 
neans  and  impel  them  to  combat,  in  the  "considerations"  of  the  decree  he  has  perpe- 
trated one  of  those  injuries  which  the  majesty  of  the  nation  cannot  endure;  he  has 
intended  to  infiict  upon  the  honor  of  the  country  a  stain  which  with  men  and  nation- 
alities only  blood  can  wash  away.  General  Medina  has  permitted  himself  to  qualify 
as  indecorous  and  humiliating  to  his  government  political  and  private  relations  witb 
k  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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this  heroic  and  houored  nation,  which  in  the  half  century  of  its  existence  presents  it- 
self to  the  eyes  of  history  nnblemished  by  a  faithless  act. 

The  honor  and  dignity  of  the  country  arouse  before  the  political  audacity  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Honduras,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  exact  a  full  satisfiiction  in  vindica- 
tion of  our  outraged  honor.  Much  as  would  this  government  desire  t^  attaiu  this 
desired  result  by  diplomatic  means  which  civilization  has  established;  but  the  cabinet 
of  Comayagua  has  closed  the  door  to  every  pacific  solution, severing  the  relations;  and 
besides,  it  is  logical  to  deduce  from  the  premises  that  it  designs  to  kindle  war  with  Sal- 
vador at  every  cost,  and  upon  frivolous  pret-ext-s. 

In  such  a  state  of  affairs  it  becomes  indispensable  to  strengthen  the  national  defense, 
and  consequently  a  respectable  anny  has  btjcu  organized  which  demands  constantly 
many  supplies. 

The  Salvadorean  people,  essentially  agricultural  and  industrial,  neither  can  nor  ought 
longer  to  support  the  uneasiness  which  is  felt  iu  all  classes  of  society,  and  makes  it 
necessary  to  extricate  itself  as  quickly  as  possible  from  the  embarrassment  which  the 
government  of  General  Medina  has  dared  t-o  interpose  to  its  march  of  progress. 

These  are,  people  of  Central  America,  the  weighty  motives  which  have  obliged  this 
government  to  issue  the  decree  of  the  25th  instant,  accepting  the  war  which,  with  as 
much  audacity  as  injustice,  the  government  oif  Honduras  ha»  provoked.  So  the  honor 
of  the  republic  exacts  the  preservation  of  our  institutions,  our  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial interests,  the  indignant  public  opinion,  and  the  lamentati(m  of  the  Honduranean 
people  which  for  so  many  years  has  groaned  under  the  lash  of  a  President  who,  in  his 
insatiable  thirst  for  blood,  appears  to  have  declared  himself  the  irreconcilable  enemy 
of  mankind. 

Once  again  in  Central  America  will  be  seen  on  the  battle-field  liberty  and  tyranny. 
Victory  will  crown  our  effort*,  for  on  our  side  will  contend  our  just  cause,  and  the  re- 
generate principles  of  humanity,  sustained  by  the  warlike  people  over  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  preside,  fighting  in  unison  with  our  ally,  the  republic  of  Guatemala,  and 
with  the  sympathetic  though  unhappy  population  of  Honduras,  who  will  see  our  flag 
as  the  symbol  of  political  redemption. 

Salvadoreneans !  in  this  emergency  the  government  that,  without  distinction  of  party, 
•  you  will  come  to  contribute?  to  the  triumph  of  this  cause,  which  is  a  national  cause,  to 
show  to  the  world  once  more  that  a  community  of  citizens  is  invincible  when  it  strives 
for  those  two  great  things  graven  on  the  heart  of  every  man,  and  under  whose  influ- 
ence all  heroes  are  create— liberty  and  our  country. 

SANTIAGO  GONZALEZ. 


No.  403. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  49.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  May  11,  1872.     (Received  June  19.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  iutorm  you  of  the  arrival  in  this  capital  of 
Senor  Don  Evaristo  Carazo,  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary from  Nicaragua  to  Salvador,  Guatemala,  and  Honduras,  to 
offer  the  mediation  of  that  republic  for  the  restoration  of  i)eace. 

Senor  Carazo  seemed  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  course 
forced  upon  Salvador,  but  hoped  that  affairs  might  drift  toward  peace 
after  a  short  war.  I  told  him  that  this  was  my  own  earnest  hope,  and 
that  I  should  be  glad  to  co-operate  in  any  honorable  effort  to  reconcile 
the  belligerents  which  might  not  compromise  the  neutrality  or  subse- 
quent policy  of  my  country,  and  at  his  request  I  wrote  a  letter  to  United 
States  minister  at  Guatemala,  as  per  copy  inclosed  herewith,  inviting 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  peace  proposals  were  being  presented  by 
Nicaragua  to  that  republic. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 
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Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Hudson, 

[Inclosure.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvadorj  May  3,  1872. 
Dear  Sir  and  Colleague  :  At  the  instance  and  request  of  Seiior  Don  Evaristo 
Caras^o,  of  Rivas,  Nicaragua,  who,  as  envoy  of  his  governmeut,  has  proceeded  to 
Salvador,  and  is  going  to  Honduras  to  offer  the  services  of  his  government  as  mediator 
in  the  present  coniplicat*id  and  threatening  situation  of  these  countries,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  this  opportunity,  he  conveys  to  the  government  of  Guate- 
mala proposals  for  co-operation  in  behalf  of  the  peace  of  these  States,  to  which  he 
invokes  your  good  offices  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  your  official  duty  and  dis- 
cretion. 

I  said,  for  my  own  part,  to  Seflor  Carazo,  that  while  prohibited  from  entanglements 
with  local  politics,  I  felt  sure  that  any  efforts  to  avert  these  frequent  and  disastrous 
wars  would  receive  the  approval  of  my* Government. 

I  added,  that  war  being  declared  and  armies  passing  to  the  frontiers,  I  feared  the 
task  of  reconciliation  was  now  difficult,  but  that  much  might  be  done  to  abridge  its 
duration  and  mitigate  its  horrors. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 
Hon.  Silas  A.  Hudson, 

Minister  of  tlie  United  SiateSy  Guatemala. 


Kg.  404. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  52.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  May  20,  1872.    (Received  June  10.) 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  Senauntepeque,  in  this 
republic,  on  the  10th  May  instant,  President  Gonzales  issued  a  procla- 
mation depositing  the  government  with  the  Vice-President,  Doctor  Don 
Manuel  Mendez,  while  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army  to  direct 
in  person  military  operations,  agreeably  to  artitles  42  and  47,  section 
10,  of  the  constitution  of  Salvador. 

General  Don  Ricardo  Streber  officially  announced  that,  on  the  7th  of 
May,  he  had  occupied  Amapala  by  its  capitulation. 

Thus  the  key  to  the  Pacific  for  Honduras  has  been  taken  by  Salvador, 
and  without  bloodshed,  which  lends  another  hope  for  early  peace. 

Generals  O^orio  and  Delgado,  of  Salvador,  overcoming  opposition, 
have  triumphantly  entered  Tomala. 

On  the  lath  of  May  Marshal  Gonzales,  with  his  army,  occupied 
Gualanse,  without  a  battle,  the  garrison  having  retreated  upon  Gratias. 

Official  news  comes  through  La  Union  that  the  cabinet  of  Honduras 
have  fled  from  Comayagua  for  Omoa,  on  the  Atlantic,  leaving  behind 
supplies  and  munitions  of  war  with  the  Salvadorean  General  Espinosa, 
rapidly  advancing  upon  the  capitial.  Meantime,  on  the  12th  of  May 
instant,  Celeo  Arias,  a  citizen  of  Honduras,  in  the  interest  of  Salvador, 
has  proclaimed  himself  as  the  provisional  President  of  his  country,  and 
it  is  said  that  he  has  been  unqualifiedly  accepted  by  the  departments  of 
Comayagua,  La  Paz,  Tegucigalpa,  Paraiso,  and  Choluteca. 

The  latest  official  news  is  that  General  Osorio,  of  Salvador,  commu- 
nicates through  Chalatenango,  from  the  army  marching  on  Gratias, 
thus :  "  Medina  flies  at  the  approach  of  our  forces.  Gratias  will  be  held 
by  us  the  day  after  to-morrow.'^ 
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All  of  this  information  has  been  supplied  to  me  as  authentic,  by 
Acting  President  Meudez,  having  been  officially  received  from  the  com- 
manding generals. 
I  am,  4&c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  405. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  BiMle. 

Ko.  22.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  24, 1872. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  43,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Ex-President  Dueiias,  has  been  received.  It  is  learned  from  it  with 
regret  that,  despite  the  assurances  given  to  your  predecessor,  the  life 
of  that  personage  is  endangered,  by  a  charge  of  assassination  against 
him  for  ordering  the  execution  of  Ex-President  Barrios.  How  such  a 
charge  in  such  a  case  could  have  been  ma<le,  or  can  be  sustained,  is 
inconceivable  upon  any  received  definition  of  that  crime.  We  under- 
stand assassination  to  mean  killing  by  surprise  or  secret  assault.  This 
is  believed  to  be  its  import  in  countries  where  pains  are  taken  to  be 
accurate  in  the  use  of  words,  and  where  it  is  regarded  as  important  for 
the  public  welfare  to  discriminate  between  crimes.  The  head  of  a  state 
who  sanctions  a  public  execution  cannot,  legally  or  otherwise,  if  pre- 
cision in  the  use  of  language  be  desired,  be  regarded  as  an  assassin. 
You  will  consequently  diligently  watch  and  promptly  report  the  pro- 
ceedings against  Dueiias,  and,  if  his  life  should  be  imperiled,  you  will 
remind  that  government  of  the  pledge  given  to  General  Torbert,  and 
will  state  that  it  is  expected  that  pledge  will  be  observed.  It  is  obvi- 
ous from  your  reference  to  the  constitution  of  Salvador  that  Dueiias 
cannot  legally  be  executed  for  a  political  offense.  It  is  equally  plain 
that  he  should  not  be  executed,  even  if  absurdly  convicted  of  the  charge 
of  assassination. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  406. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract] 

No.  55.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  June  10, 1872.     (Received  July  18.)* 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  war  bulletins 
issued  since  the  date  of  my  dispatch  No.  52.  They  detail  the  successful 
entry  of  President  Gonzalez  with  his  army  into  (jratias,  and  the  rout 
and  discomfiture  of  President  Medina;  also  that  the  Honduranean 
forces  have  been  everywhere  overcome,  and  that  the  flight  of  Medina 
toward  Omoa,  on  the  Atlantic,  will  probably  be  intercepted  by  the 
Salvadoreans.  Confident  hopes  are  expressed  that  the  war  nears  its 
close,  and  that  President  Gonzalez  will  return  to  San  Salva<lor. 

The  long-threatened  expulsion  of  the  two  Jesuit  fathers  has  at  last 
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occurred,  under  the  direction  of  Actin  g  President  Meudez.  At  1 1  o'clock 
on  the  night  of  the  5th  iustunt,  in  fultillment  of  the  twelfth  article  of  the 
Arbizu-Samayoa  treaty  with  Guatemala,  the  Fathers  Paul  and  Pozo 
were  forced  to  depart  from  their  residence  for  the  port  of  La  Libertad, 
to  sail  for  Nicaragua  the  next  day.  This  has  elicited  a  solemn  protest 
from  the  clergy. 

Chapter  1,  Article  6,  of  the  constitution  declares  the  "Catholic 
religion,  Eoman  and  apostolic,-'  that  of  the  state;  Articles  101  and 
103  of  Chapter  19  provide  for  the  right  of  asylum,  and  that  none  shall 
be  forced  to  move  from  their  residence  without  judicial  requirement. 
Hence  the  treaty  provision  requiring  the  banishment  by  the  executive 
of  certain  ecclesiastics  is  animadverted  on  as  unconstitutional,  and  its 
summary  execution  has  thus  roused  the  church. 

But  President  Couzalez  has  been  victorious,  and  the  voice  of  the 
reactionaries  will  be  drowned  in  his  tumultuous  welcome  as  conqueror. 
Believing  that  the  war  was  a  reluctant  necessity  to  this  government,  it 
is  yet  with  anxiety  that  in  its  prosecution  I  v^iew  disregard  to  the  letter 
of  the  constitution  so  recently  concluded. 

•  •••••• 

Success  has  added  to  the  popularity  of  President  Gonzalez,  and  a  vote 
by  the  congress  when  next  assembled  approving  his  course  will  probably 
silence  those  protesting,  but  the  occasional  appearance  of  printed  allu- 
sions to  irregularities  of  the  kind  are  portentous  of  difficulties  to  the 
administration  were  it  unpopular. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLB. 


No.  407. 

Mr.  Blddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  57.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  June  20, 1872.    (Received  July  18.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  dispatch  No.  22,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
the  trial  of  Ex-President  Dueiias  is  slowly  progressing  before  the  supreme 
tribunal  of  Salvador. 

I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  printed  copy  of  the  speech 
in  the  senate  of  the  licentiate  Don  Antonio  Grimaldi,  (now  the  minister 
of  the  interior,)  supporting  the  accusations  against  the  ex-President  be- 
fore that  body,  and  also  of  the  condemnatory  decree  pronounced  by  the 
senate  in  the  same  session,  referring  the  case  to  the  adjudication  of  the 
courts. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  multifarious  charges  thus  preferred  through 
the  senate  that  the  trial  will  be  protracted.  It  is  thought  that  it  may 
extend  over  a  twelvemonth  from  this  date,  and  perhaps  longer.  The 
prosecution  endeavors  to  distort  into  assassinations  the  death-penalties 
inflicted  under  his  administration  by  military  commissions  and  other 
summary  tribunals,  in  order  to  bring  the  accusations  within  the  consti- 
tutional limitation  as  to  capital  punishment.  The  popular  temper  at  the 
ex)nclusion  of  the  trial  will  materially  influence  the  sentence.  Meantime 
the  ex-President  continues  a  close  prisoner  in  the  military  college. 

1  will  diligently  watch  and  promptly  report  the  proceedings  against 
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him,  and,  if  his  life  should  be  imperiled,  will  remind  the  Salvadorean 
government  of  the  pledge  given  to  ray  predecessor,  and  will  state  that 
it  is  expected  that  pledge  will  be  observed. 
I  have,  &c.,  - 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  408. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  FUli. 

No.  58.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

San  Salvador^  June  20, 1872.    (Eeceived  July  18.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  President  Gonzalez,  with 
his  army,  to  this  capital,  on  the  16th  instant,  after  a  victorious  campaign 
in  Honduras,  President  Medina  having  fled  before  the  advance  of  the 
Salvadorean  troops,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  a  fugitive  in  Omoa,  on 
the  Atlantic. 

Garrisons  of  the  army  of  this  republic  are  retained  in  the  Honduranean 
cities  of  Gratias,  Tegucigalpa,  and  Oomayagua,  in  the  latter  of  which  the 
provisional  President,  Arias,  has  established  his  headquarters. 

Permanent  peace  is,  therefore,  confidently  expected,  but  as  a  precau- 
tion, Field-Marshal  Gonzalez  has  not  yet  resumed  the  presidency,  but 
remains  in  actual  command  of  the  army  until  affairs  are  more  settled. 

Keferring  to  my  No.  46,  at  the  request  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
I  have  delivered  to  the  acting  President  the  congratulatory  reply  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  upon  the  re-election  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration in  Salvador. 


I  have,  &c., 


THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  409. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fwh. 

No.  60.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  June  21,  1872.  (Received  July  18). 
Sib  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  and  trans- 
lation of  a  proclamation  of  peace  with  Honduras,  issued  within  the  hour 
just  as  the  mail  is  closing,  based  upon  the  complete  overthrow  of  Gen- 
eral Medina,  and  the  friendly  relations  between  Salvador  and  the  provis- 
ional government  of  Senor  Don  Celeo  Arias. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


[Translation.] 

Manuel  Mendez,  vice-president  of  the  republic,  in  the  exercise  of  the  executive  power, 
considering — 

Ist.  That  with  the  disappearing  of  the  government  of  General  Don  Jos6  Maria 
Medina  in  Honduras,  the  republic  of  Salvador  has  returned  to  the  tranquillity  which 
that  fnnctionary  had  disturbed  with  his  continued  menaces  against  the  autonomy  of 
Salvador. 

2d.  That,  thanks  to  the  happy  termination  of  the  campaign,  there  has  been  success- 
fully established  in  Hondunvs  an  orderly  government  which  gives  the  best  guarantees 
of  peace  and  friendship  with  this  republic.  ^.^^^^^  ^^  GoOqIc 
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3d.  That  this  government  saw  itself  compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to  declare 
the  republic  at  war  with  the  ex-government  of  Honduras,  calling  all  the  Salvadoreans 
to  arms,  and  prohibiting  free  locomotion  without  passports  from  the  competent 
authority,  as  by  the  decrees  of  the  5th  and  25th  of  April  last ;  and 

4th.  As  now  Salvador  has  no  reason  to  fear  for  the  internal  or  external  peace,  I 
decree : 

Akticle  1.  The  republic  of  Salvador  return's  to  the  condition  of  peace  which  had 
been  interrupted  by  the  machinations  of  the  ex-government  of  Honduras. 

Article  2.  The  aforesaid  decrees  of  the  5th  and  25th  of  April  last  past  are  abrogated. 

Given  in  the  National  Palace  of  San  Salvador,  the  19th  of  June,  1872. 

MANUEL  MENDEZ. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  Acting  Minister  of  the  Treasury  and  of  War, 
AxTOXio  Grimaldi. 


No.  410. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Xo.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  June  20,  1872.     (Eeceived  August  1.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and 
my  guidance,  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  dated  the  25th  instant, 
addressed  to  me  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  and  of  my  reply 
thereto,  relative  to  an  alleged  violation,  by  partisans  of  ex-President 
Medina,  in  Honduras,  of  the  neutrality  of  the  interoceanic  railway,  as 
guaranteed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  with  that 
republic  of  July  4,  1804. 

The  occasion  seemed  proper  for  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  upon  the  subject,  as  conveyed  to  my  pre- 
decessor in  your  dispatches  Nos.  25, 30,  and  39,  the  railway  being  yet  in 
its  incej)tion,  and  the  time  of  conclusion  uncertain.  I  therefore  em- 
bodied them  in  my  answer  to  Sefior  Arbizu.  As  a  question  might  arise 
as  to  the  facts  constituting  a  breach  of  the  neutrality  guaranteed,  sup- 
posing the  treaty  provisions  to  have  become  initiate,  I  have  written  to 
the  United  States  minister  resident  at  Tegucigalpa,  as  per  inclosure.  I 
would  also  request  your  attention  to  the  proclamation  of  peace  with 
Honduras,  by  *'the  vice-president  of  Salvador  exercising  the  executive 
power,"  transmitted  in  ray  previous  dispatch.  As  the  war  is  thus  offi- 
cially declared  concluded  by  this  state,  any  future  interruption  of  the 
railway  by  factions  in  Honduras  would  seem  rather  to  be  the  concern  of 
the  latter  republic  exclusively. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


Mr.  Arbizu  to  Mr,  Biddle. 
[TranBlatioD.  ] 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Salvador, 

San  Salvador,  June  25,  1872. 

Mr.  Minister  :  luformation  has  reached  the  mini^jtry  under  iny  direction  that  the 
ex-President  of  Honchiras,  Don  Jos<5  Maria  Medina,  lias  occupied  the  castle  of  Omoa, 
and  has  now  in  his  use  the  available  portion  of  the  railway  in  operation  in  that  republic. 

It  is  of  public  notoriety,  Mr.  Minister,  that  General  Don  Jos^  Maria  Medina  has 
ceased  to  exercise  the  executive  power  in  Honduras  which  is  proven  by  the  fact  that 
the  territory  of  that  republic  has  submitted  to  the  authority  of  a  provisional  govern- 
ment.    But  apart  from  this,  the  neutrality  of  the  inter-oceanic  railway  of  Honduras  is 
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effectively  guaranteed  by  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  government  of  that  repub- 
lic and  that  of  the  United  iStates,  as  that  legation  informed  this  ministry  by  dispatch 
of  the  20th  of  February  of  the  past  year.  The  acts  of  General  Medina,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  being  therefore  antagonistic  to  the  neutrality  wliich,  on  account  of  the  im- 
mense advantages  of  the  work,  the  Government  of  the  Unit^l  States  htis  guaranteed, 
I  have  the  honor  to  present  it  to  the  knowledge  of  that  legation,  so  that  by  observing 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  to  which  I  have  favorably  referred,  it  may  not  be  permit- 
ted that  the  railway  shall  be  at  the  service  of  the  partisans  of  the  ex-President  of  Hon- 
duras, to  whom  it  was  not  allowed  to  violate  that  neutrality,  even  when  he  united  in 
himself  the  character  of  representative  of  a  regular  and  recognized  government. 
With  every  consideration  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GREGORIO  ARBIZU. 


[Inclosare  2.] 

Mr,  Biddle  to  Mr.  Arhizu. 

Lkoation  oi'  the  United  States, 

i^an  (kilrador,  June  26,  1872. 

Sr^ok  Minister:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  not.e  of  the 
25th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  ex- President  of  Hcmdunvs  had  occupied  the  castle 
of  Omoa,  and  was  using  the  available  portion  of  the  interoceauic  railway  of  Honduras 
in  derogation  of  the  guarantee  of  neutrality  made  by  the  Unite<l  States  in  its  treaty 
with  that  republic  of  the  4th  of  July,  1864. 

You  allude  to  a  communication  addressed  to  your  ministry  by  my  predecessor,  dated 
the  20th  February,  1871,  and  conclude  by  presenting  the  case  to  ray  notice  in  order 
that  the  p-jrtisans  of  a  defeated  dynasty  may  not  be  permitted  to  violate  that  neutral- 
ity which  wjis  sustained  when  the  ex-President  was  the  repre-jeutative  of  a  regular 
and  recognizetl  government.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  I  will  transmit  a  copy  of  your  communication  to  my  Government  for  its 
information  and  my  guidance,  and  will  also  correspond  with  the  United  States  minister 
resident  to  Honduras  upon  the  subject.  As  to  the  extent  of  the  obligation  assumed  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  fourteenth  article  of  its  treaty  with  Hon- 
duras of  1864,  relative  to  the  guarantee  of  a  railway  across  that  republic,  I  am  advised 
that  it  has  always  been  underst-ood  in  the  United  States  that  that  obligation  does  not 
attach  until  the  completion  of  that  work. 

The  guarantee  was  given  as  a  consideration  for  certain  advantages  which,  as  they  can- 
not be  enjoyed  until  the  road  shall  have  been  finished,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  until  then  properly  be  called  upon  to  interpose  the  treaty.  Under  it  the 
obligation  of  the  United  States  may  be  summarily  statiid  as  a  bargain  to  protect  the 
railway  when  completed  against  occupation  or  obstruction,  not  only  by  a  foreign  power, 
but  of  Honduras  itself,  and  to  abstain  ourselves  from  such  occupation  or  obstruction. 
Any  other  construction  would  require  the  United  States  to  protect  the  road  from  its 
inception  to  conclusion,  and  no  such  construction  seems  warranted  by  the  words  of 
the  instrument. 

Renewing  to  you,  Sefior  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration, 
I  am,  «&c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


[Inclo8iire  3.] 
Mr,  Biddle  to  Mr,  Baxter, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salradorj  June  26,  1872. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a 
note  dated  the  25th  instant,  received  by  me  from  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
Salvador,  relative  to  alleged  violations  of  the  neutrality  of  the  interoceauic  railway 
in  Honduras  by  the  partisans  of  General  Medina. 

I  have  communicated  with  the  Department  of  State  upon  the  subject,  and  now 
present  it  to  your  attention,  although  the  unfinished  condition  of  the  road  seems  to 
absolve  the  United  States  from  responsibility  under  the  guarantee  of  1864. 
I  am,  &c., 

^  .,  THOS.  BIDDLEi 

Digitizec 
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No.  411. 
Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  65.]  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador,  July  22,  1872.    (Received  August  19.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of 
a  decree  dated  the  9th  instant,  by  virtue  of  which  President  Gonzalez 
resumed  his  official  functions. 

My  No.  Gl  has  informed  you  of  the  succeeding  turbulence.  By  decree 
dated  the  17th  instant  (a  copy  and  translation  of  which  is  hereto  an- 
nexed) President  Gonzalez,  reviewing  the  exigency  of  the  situation, 
assumed  dictatorial  powers  for  the  preservation  of  tranquillity  and 
pea<5e,  and  created  a  strict  censorship  of  the  press,  the  government 
taking  the  responsibility  of  its  actions,  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  con- 
gress hereafter — the  decree  to  have  effect  from  its  date,  and  to  cease 
when  the  circumstances  creating  it  have  terminated. 

On  the  18th  instant  the  President  addressed  a  "manifesto"  to  the 
Salvadoreans,  •  •  briefly  reviewing  his  record,  exposing  the  perils 
of  the  times,  and  declaring  that  in  the  interests  of  peace,  order,  and 
liberty  his  policy  is  founded,  and  also  his  steadfast  devotion  to  repub- 
lican freedom.    It  thus  concludes: 

FeUow-citizens,  have  confidence  in  my  loyalty ;  and,  fearing  nothing  which  I  now 
may  do  in  hriutring  to  a  happy  close  the  work  fur  which  I  ara  responsible,  confidently 
hope  the  reign  of  that  liberty  which  will  bring  order,  progress,  and  stability  to  our 
country.  Such  are  the  assurances,  desires,  and  promises  of  your  friend  and  fellow- 
countryman. 

This  morning,  at  4  o'clock,  Ex-President  Dueiias  was  taken  from 
prison,  and,  under  a  guard,  sent  en  route  for  the  port  of  La  Libertad, 
from  whence  he  will  go  by  steamer  to  Panama,  the  government  having 
taken  his  bond,  with  five  securities  in  $10,000  each,  that  he  will  not 
i^turn  to  Salvador  within  four  years  without  permission  from  the 
authorities,  and  the  hypothecation  of  all  his  large  estate  to  abide  the 
result  of  the  civil  procedures  against  him. 

Thus  terminates  the  case  of  Dueiias,  so  far  as  the  guarantee  to  the 
United  States  is  concerned,  the  government  of  Salvador  having  com- 
plied with  its  compact  with  my  predecessor.  Also,  by  the  same  oppor- 
tunity, a  number  of  individuals  obnoxious  to  the  government  were  ban- 
ished. Among  these  are  mentioned  the  priest  Orillaiia,  supposed  to 
have  been  the  instigator  of  the  riot  at  Cojutepeque,  as  stated  in  the 
extract  from  the  Official  Bulletin  of  the  18th  instant,  *  •  * 
also  Senor  Don  Eafael  Campo,  of  Sonsonate,  ex-President  of  the  coun- 
try; Senor  Don  Manuel  Gallicido,  ex-minister  of  the  interior;  Jos^ 
Lopez,  ex-governor  of  Santa  Tecla;  Senor  Berrios,  a  prominent  lawyer; 
and  a  number  of  Capuchin  priests  and  others. 

AH  the  above  related  procedure^  emanate  from  the  assumed  dicta- 
torial power,  and  are  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  which  guarantees 
the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  specifies  the  method  of  procedure 
in  the  event  of  the  violation  of  the  proprieties  of  either,  and  prescribes 
that  extradition  is  unlawful  save  in  compliance  with  judicial  process,  as 
per  my  dispatch  No.  13. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  execution  of  the  arttele  in  the  late  treaty  with 
Guatemala  concerning  the  expulsion  of  the  Jesuits  has  roused  to  hos- 
tility a  powerful  portion  of  the  community,  and  an  anarchical  spirit  has 
prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent,  tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the  present 
administration  and  involving  the  assassination  of  the  President.    Awai:e 


542  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

of  the  extreme  peril  of  the  situation,  President  Gonzalez  has  jicted  with 
prompt  decision;  he  has  assumed  a  power  above  the  constitution,  de- 
claring himself  responsible  to  the  legislature  alone,  and  the  future  will 
t«st  the  purity  of  his  intentions  as  well  as  the  wisdom  of  the  desperate 
remedy  which  he  hsis  adopted. 

The  resignation  of  Senor  Antonio  Grimaldi  as  minister  of  the  interior 
has  be^n  accepted. 

General  Borja  Bustamente  has  not  acted  as  minister  of  war  since  the 
hostilities  with  Honduras. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


[Translation.] 
DECREE  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Manuel  Mendez,  vice-president  of  the  republic,  exercising  the  executive  power, 
considering  that  the  reasons  having  ceaised  for  the  deposit  which  the  constitutional 
President  made  with  the  vice-president  of  the  executive  power  on  the  10th  of  May  of 
this  year  in  the  city  of  Sensuntepeque,  1  decree — 

Only  article.  The  constitutional  President,  Field-Marshal  Don  Santiago  Gonzalez, 
assumes  the  executive  power  of  the  nation  from  this  date. 

Given  in  the  National  Palace,  at  San  Salvador,  the  9th  of  July,  1872. 

MANUEL  MENDEZ. 

The  Miuhtei'  of  the  Inti^iory 
A.  Gkimaldi. 


f  Translation.] 
GOVERNMENTAL  DECREE. 

Santiago  Gonzalez,  field-marshal,  constitutional  President  of  the  republic  of  Salvador, 
considering— 

That  from  the  information  received  in  investigating  the  origin  and  results  of  the 
revolutionary  movement  which  broke  out  in  Cojutepeque  on  the  9th  instant,  it  is 
clearly  proved  that  the  reactionaries  and  disaffected  to  the  p)vernment  plot  secretly 
against  the  security  of  the  stat«,  especially  devoting  their  criminal  labors  to  the  most 
valuable  portions  of  the  republic  ; 

That  in  the  presence  of  the  activity  of  the  enemies  of  onler,  of  their  clandestine 
operations,  and  the  imminent  danger,  the  procedures  consonant  to  the  laws  of  the 
republic  appear  insufficient,  and  the  guarantees  established  for  the  worthy  citizens 
have  been  converted  into  shields  for  the  evil-doers;  and  it  being  the  first  duty  of  the 
government  to  preserve  the  established  order,  to  protect  the  social  interests,  and  to 
invigorate  the  principle  of  authority',  the  only  safeguard  of  any  political  community 
in  circumstances  as  the  present,  I  have  thought  well,  in  accord  with  the  wisest  and 
worthiest  portion  of  the  couimunity,  and  in  view  of  Articles  17  (sections  1  and  2)  and 
98,  of  the  constitution,  to  issue  the  following  decree  : 

Article  1.  The  executive  power  of  the  republic  will  dictate  and  execute  all  the 
measures  conducive  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  interior  tranquillity,  consulting 
only  the  public  good,  and  the  greatest  expe<lition  in  the  civil  and  military  action. 

Article  2.  No  publication,  periodical  or  otherwise,  of  whatever  description,  shall  be 
circulated,  unless,  beforehand,  a  copy  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  minister  of 
the  interior. 

Article  3.  The  owners  or  managers  of  the  press  who  may  disregard  the  previous 
article  shall  suffer  a  fine  of  from  one  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  offense,  and 
the  office  shall  be  closed  upoi^  a  repetition. 

Article  4.  The  government  assumes,  consequently,  the  responsibility  of  its  actions, 
for  which  it  will  account,  with  the  opportunity,  to  the  national  representatives. 

Article  5.  This  decree  shall  take  effect  from  the  date  of  its  promulgation,  and  shall 
cease  when  the  circumstances  creating  it  have  terminated. 

Given  in  San  Salvador,  in  the  National  Palace,  the  17th  July,  1872. 

SANTIAGO  GONZALEZ, 
o 
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No.  412. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Biddle. 

No.  26.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  7, 1872. 
Sir:  Eeferriiig  to  your  dispatch,  No.  61,  of  the  29th  of  June  last, 
transmitting  correspondence  with  the  government  of  Salvador  upon  the 
subject  of  the  neutrality  of  the  interoceanic  railway  of  Honduras,  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  the  position  which  you  have  taken  in  regard  to  the 
matter  is  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  413. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  60.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  August  8,  1872.    (Received  September  16.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  latest  war- 
bulletin,  which  records  a  signal  victory  by  the  Arias  party  in  Honduras, 
aided  by  their  Salvadorean  allies,  commanded  by  General  Espinosa, 
with  the  additional  forces  of  Generals  Osorio  and  Solares,  at  Santa  Bar- 
bara, against  the  Ex-President  Medina  and  General  Miranda. 

I  was  informed  yesterday  by  the  vice-president,  Mendez,  who  also  is 
minister  of  public  instruction,  &c.,  that  a  telegraphic  dispatch  had  just 
been  received  from  the  governor  of  the  department  of  Santa  Rosa,  in 
Salvador,  stating  that  he  had  received  advices  from  Chalatenango  that 
Ex-President  Medina  had  been  captured,  after  a  battle  in  which  many 
officers  fell.    The  news  will  not  be  published  until  further  confirmation. 

News  has  also  arrived  of  a  singular  episode  to  the  war;  the  Salva- 
dorean general,  Antonia  Medina,  who  is  known  by  the  sobriquet  of  "  Me- 
dinlla,''  having  occupied  the  castle  of  Omoa,  has  proclaimed  himself 
President  of  Honduras,  but  as  he  is  without  resources,  pecuniary  or  mil- 
itary, it  is  thought  that  his  administration  will  be  as  nominal  as  brief. 
I  have,  &c., 

•     THOS.  BIDDLE. 


No.  414. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  77.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Salvador^  September  6,  1872.  (Received  October  8.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  a  decree  of  the 
government  of  Salvadoi',  calling  a  national  constituent  assembly,  to  be 
composed  of  thirty-six  deputies,  to  revise  and  reform  the  constitution 
of  the  16th  of  October,  1871,  to  assemble  at  the  capital  on  the  25th  of 
Sept<imber  instant  Also,  a  proclamation  from  President  Gonzalez  to 
his  fellow-country  men  urging  the  necessity  for  convening  the  same,  and 
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disclosing  the  principal  changes  projected,  which  is  further  extended  in 
the  also  annexed  'Apolitical  programme"  addressed  to  the  Salvadoreans, 
by  leading  citizens,  including  the  President  and  members  of  the  admin- 
istratio:!,  with  the  object  to  organize  a  '*  national  republican  party"  to  aid 
the  attainment  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  fundamental  law. 

It  is  proposed  to  incorporate  in  the  next  constitution  the  guarantee  of 
rights  embodied  .in  that  of  1871.  The  principal  alterations  discussed 
are,  the  extension  of  the  presidential  term  to  four  years,  without  re- 
election until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  successor;  lib- 
eralizing the  conditions  for  naturalization ;  giving  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent, during  the  recess  of  the  legislative  body,  to  create  and  organize 
an  army  and  militia;  to  grant  amnesties  and  reprieves ;  to  declare  the 
state  of  siege  in  lawful  cases;  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  the  press  when 
martial  law  demands  it;  to  give  or  withhold  permission  to  Salvado- 
reans to  accept  foreign  employment;  to  adjust  the  values  of  moneys, 
weights,  and  measures,  which  may  be  convenient  to  the  gov^ernmeut  to 
receive  or  give  in  payment,  and  to  always  account  to  congress  for  the 
use  of  these  faculties  so  soon  as  it  has  assembled. 

It  has  been  generally  conceded  that  the  existing  constitution  tram- 
meled exceedingly  the  executive  in  troublous  times,  especially  after 
congress  had  adjourned,  and  as  most  of  the  projected  reforms  relate  to 
urgent  exceptional  cases,  in  all  of  which  an  account  is  to  be  rendered  to 
the  legislature  for  confirmation,  it  may  not  be  a  step  in  the  wrong  di- 
rection if  the  desired  end  can  be  reached  by  peaceful  deliberation.  The 
idea  of  the  extension  of  the  presidential  term  seems  generally  to  com- 
mend itself,  and  liberal  naturalization  laws  will  greatly  tend  to  promote 
prosperity. 

The  conflict  with  Honduras  has  subsided  with  the  victories  to  the 
allied  arms,  and  a  growing  wish  for  permanent  peace  is  expressed  by  all 
who  have  any  substantial  interests  here. 

The  constitution  of  1871  has  been  in  force  but  a  few  months,  and  by 
a  provision  of  its  own  it  was  not  to  be  remodeled  until  after  the  expiriv- 
tion  of  six  years.  Its  main  features  are,  however,  to  be  retained,  with 
variations  in  the  minor  details.  I  have  been  told  that  they  desire  to 
approximate  more  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Would 
that  they  might  adopt  one  of  its  grandest  elements,  permanence. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.— Traoalation.] 
lExiract  from  the  Boletin  OJicial  of  August  22, 1871.] 

The  snpreme  government  of  the  republic,  considering — 

Ist.  That  the  whole  population  of  the  republic,  comprehending  the  insufficiency  and 
defects  of  the  political  constitution  of  1871,  in  order  that  the  government  may  fulfill  its 
higli  mission  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country  whose  destinies  are  intrusted  to 
it,  has  made  public  and  express  demonstrations,  soliciting  the  reform  of  the  ooustitu- 
tion; 

2d.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  administration  which  aspires  to  represent  the  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  to  regard  the  lawful  desires  of  their  constituents  expressed  in  a  way 
so  clear  and  definite,  and  not  finding  in  the  said  constitution  fit  means  to  effect  the 
reforms  which  the  experience  and  will  of  the  people  make  necessary,  there  remains  no 
other  legal  course  than  to  refer  to  the  nation  m  which  the  popular  sovereignty  essen- 
tially resides,  decrees : 

Article  1.  Let  the  people  of  the  republic  select  representatives  to  a  national  con- 
stituent assembly,  which  shall  bo  composed  of  thirty-six  deputies,  and  shall  have  for 
object  the  revision  and  reformation  of  the  political  constitution  of  the  16th  of  October 
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of  1871,  and  to  resolve  all  those  subjects  which  the  executive  may  find  convenient  to 
Hubniit  to  their  consideration. 

Article  2.  Each  of  the  twelve  departments  into  which  the  republic  is  divided  may 
elect  three  proprietary  deputies  and  one  substitute. 

Articlk  3.  Fixes  the  second  Sunday  of  September  as  the  date  for  the  elections. 

Article  4.  As  to  qualifications  of  electors. 

Article  5.  Regulates  qualifications  of  deputies. 

Article  6.  Prescribes  that  the  representatives  chosen  shall  assemble  at  the  capital, 
without  previous  convocation,  on  the  25th  of  September  next,  <fec. ' 

Article  7.  Tbe  rules  for  organization,  «&c.,  to  be  conformable  to  existing  laws. 

Article  8.  Tbe  tretisury  to  authorize  the  necessary  expenses. 

Article  9.  The  minister  of  the  interior  to  be  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
decree. 

Given  in  San  Salvador  in  the  National  Palace,  the  seventeenth  of  August  of  1872. 

SANTIAGO  GONZALEZ. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  RelationSj 

Gregorio  Arbizu. 
The  Minister  of  Ptthlic  Instruction^ 

Also  in  charge  of  the  Departments  of  the  Interior j  Treasury ^  and  of  Warj 

Manuel  Mkndez. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.— Translation.] 

ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  GONZALEZ. 

Santiago  Gonzalez^  field-marshal  and  constitutional  president  of  Salvador,  to  his  fellow-dti' 

zens. 

Salvadoreneaxs:  The  whole  republic  has  comprehended  very  well  the  diflicultiea 
which  the  constitution  of  1871  opposes  to  the  executive,  obstructing  the  discharge  of 
its  high  mission  as  a  power,  active,  permanent,  and  charged  to  always  watch  the  great- 
est interests  of  society. 

Tbe  majority  of  tbe  population  have  spontaneously  raised  their  voice,  asking  the 
reforms  which  our  fundamental  statute  requires,  and  I  cannot  disregard  that  voice, 
which  solemnly  expresses  public  opinion,  and  which  wishes  to  direct  the  progress  of 
the  country  to  the  purposes  of  the  revolution  of  the  memorable  10th  of  April  of  the 
past  year. 

The  constituent  legislators  of  1871  endowed  the  country  with  a  political  work  which, 
although  it  contains  a  declaration  of  rights  and  guarantees  sufficiently  conforuiable  to 
a  system  of  liberty,  on  the  other  hand  restricts  its  expansive  spirit,  limiting  the  enjoy- 
ment of  its  benefits  to  a  less  number  of  persons  than  the  generous  heart  of  the  Salva- 
doreneans  would  desire  to  extend  them. 

Beyoncl  these  narrow  views,  and  other  defects  of  more  or  less  importance,  which  per- 
meate i»ur  constitution,  it  was  dictated  under  the  iufiuence  of  an  error  which  has 
caused  no  few  evils  to  Spanish  America— a  deplorable  error,  which  consists  in  believing 
that  the  department  of  the  government  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  treasury 
and  the  direction  of  the  public  force,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  by  its  nature,  inimi -al  to  the 
other  two,  which  respectively  construe  and  enforce  the  law. 

Such  a  failing  is,  doubtless,  the  source  of  calamity  to  many  in  power,  who  may  not 
wish  to  confine  the  exercise  of  their  legitimate  functions  within  the  proper  orbit.  But 
if  this  be  so,  also  it  is  undeniable  that  the  encroachments  and  excesses  of  usurpers  are 
not  averted  and  corrected  by  the  letter  of  an  absurd  law,  which  destroys  the  unity  and 
equililiriura  of  the  state  b.v  fear  of  the  abuses  of  those  who  in  an  evil  hour  may  wish 
to  perpetrate  anything,  and  warp  to  their  whims  the  dcjstinies  of  the  people. 

When  one  meditates  to  fetter  the  executive,  nullifying  the  authority  which  public 
law  assigns  to  it  for  the  fulfillment  of  its  high  attributes,  one  legislates  against  the 
goo<l  government  of  society  ;  for  in  plaue  of  harmony  one  seeks  conflict,  which  every- 
where produce's  shock  and  violence,  because  it  is  not  possit>le  that  an  energetic  and 
reputable  mandatory  may  pause  before  senseless  restrictions,  when  he  sees  society 
endangered,  threatened  at  once  by  foreign  war  and  by  rebellion,  anarchy,  and  by  per- 
petual internal  conspiracies;  and  finally  because  it  is  necessary  that  the  administrator 
of  the  general  interests,  and  supreme  representative  of  the  public  power,  shall  assume, 
on  extraordinary  occasion,  the  character  of  preserver  {poder  Salvador)  of  the  nation 
which  has  confided  to  him  the  guardianship  of  its  destinies,  and  the  essential  means  to 
guide  them  to  prosperity. 

War  was  abruptly  declared  against  Salvador  by  the  ex-ruler  of  Honduras,  Don  Jos6 
Maria  Medina,  who  desired  insidiously  to  become  belligerent,  that  he  might  injure  the  * 
35  F  B  '  o 
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interests  of  his  adversary,  nsing  the  opportunity  to  conquer  by  surprise.  I  saw  that  I 
could  not  convene  the  legiKiative  body  for  previous  authorization  of  my  action  in  the 
contest,  on  account  of  the  speed  with  which  events  were  culminating,  and  I  a^samed  the 
grave  responsibility  to  accept  that  war,  prescinding  that  which  the  constitution  or- 
dained for  such  cases. 

Happily  victorious  the  arms  of  our  country  on  the  soil  of  Honduras,  I  retamed  here, 
certain  that  the  decided  action  of  this  valiant  people  would  soon  effectively  conquer 
the  liberty  of  our  brothers,  the  Honduraneaus,  exorcising  at  once  a  danger  to  ourselves, 
and  for  the  peace  of  Central  America. 

Thus  it  has  happened,  and  I  await  tranquilly  the  impartial  judgment  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  who  will  appreciate  ray  conduct  as  a  republican  ruler. 

If  I  was  unable  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  fundamental  law  of  the  country,  in  the  dan- 
gerous emergency  of  which  I  have  spoken,  I  have  rescued  things  very  dear,  which  may 
not  always  be  guaranteed  by  the  prescriptions  of  any  written  code.  These  objects,  well 
may  you  know  them,  fellow-countrymen,  are  the  honor  of  the  Salva<loreuean  people, 
the  glory  of  their  arms,  the  safety  of  the  state,  the  charter  of  liberty. 

But  before  the  consummation  of  that  work  which  is  the  constant  aspiration  of  my 
heart,  the  contrary  element/S,  ever  contending  against  the  authority  which  I  exercise, 
burst  forth  to  augment  the  difficulties  with  which  he  contends  who  has  the  honora- 
ble obligation  of  promoting  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  people,  of  that  generooa 
and  laborious  people,  which  ever  is  swift  to  espouse  every  just  cause,  giving  its  efficient 
support  to  its  disinterested  representatives. 

In  the  presence  of  so  many  disloyal  efforts  towards  confusion,  I  could  only  resolve 
to  advance  with  energy  and  promptitude,  without  awaiting  the  ordinary  procedures 
and  slow  process  of  the  usual  tribunals  for  the  maintenance  of  the  general  order  of 
the  nation,  indispensable  as  the  base  of  individual  rights,  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
the  industry  of  this  people,  so  full  of  vitality  as  of  legitimate  hopes  of  progress  and 
increase. 

I  have  restored  that  order,  and  those  hopes  shall  not  be  mocked,  for  God  protects 
the  nations  who  distinguish  themselves  by  their  humanitarian  tendencies,  by  their 
love  of  labor,  and  by  their  conduct  even  under  the  terrible  sway  of  war  or  revolution. 

Compatriots,  the  voice  of  the  national  sovereignty,  with  clear  tones,  has  declared 
itself,  notwithstanding  that  the  constitution  of  71  wished  to  restrain  it,  ignoring  the 
irresistible  power  of  the  sovereign.  This  has  interpreted  very  well  what  suits  it  for 
the  regular  course  of  public  affairs,  and  asks  the  reform  of  that  constitution,  a  fact 
which  must  not  alienate  thoughtful  men,  if  they  compare  dispassionately  the  experi- 
ments and  frequent  modifications  that  countries  very  old  and  advanced  have  made  in 
their  legislation  to  perfect  it,  following  the  counsels  of  experience  and  the  inspirations 
of  reason. 

With  such  foundation  the  cabinet  has  declared  the  decree  which  the  Official  Bulletin 
registers,  calling  the  people  of  the  republic  to  elect  representatives  to  a  national  con- 
gress which  shadl  make  to  our  political  code  the  reforms  demanded  by  public  opinion, 
and  who  will  resolve  all  those  subjects  of  vital  importance  which  the  executive  desires 
to  submit  to  the  supreme  judgment  of  that  high  body. 

As  it  is  easy  to  comprehend,  I  have  not  desired  to  exercise  discretionally  a  vast 
amount  of  power,  for  the  pleasure  of  having  it  in  my  hands ;  I  have  desired  to  pre- 
serve the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  press  forward  the  generous  propositions  of  the  rev- 
olution of  April,  at  the  heacl  of  which  I  did  not  place  myself  to  abandon  it,  emasculated 
or  destroyed  through  vacillation  or  pusillanimity. 

Of  all  which  I  have  done  for  this  national  work,  so  dear  and  so  satisfactory  to  me,  I 
wish  to  render  prompt  account  to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  because  1  rather 
aspire  to  the  modest  title  of  the  responsible  mandatory  of  a  republic  than  to  the  many 
which  may  flatter  human  pride. 

Salvadoreneans,  the  electionary  decree  which  I  have  promulgated  consults  the  mo«t 
liberal  conditions  for  eligibility  which  until  now  have  ever  appeared  in  a  document  of 
that  kind  in  all  Central  America.  There  is  consigned  my  sincere  aspirations  for  Cen- 
tral America,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  and  even  more,  the  desire  which  I  nnrtnre 
to  open  the  doors  of  liberty  to  all  the  men  who  merit  asylum  and  confidence  in  this 
hospitable  country. 

Interpret  with  benevolence,  compatriots,  the  sentiments  which  animate  him  who  is 
ever  disposed  to  sacrifice  himself  for  your  good,  and  who  has  the  honor  to  be  the  ruler 
and  the  friend  of  a  free  people. 

SANTIAGO  GONZALEZ. 

San  Salvador,  August  2.3,  1872. 
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No.  415. 

Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  78.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

8a7i  Salvador,  September  7, 1872.    (Received  October  8.) 

Sir  :  It  is  with  great  grief  tbat  I  present  to  you  the  accompanying 
correspondence,  which  reveals  the  assassination  of  the  vice-president 
of  this  republic,  Senor  Don  Manuel  Mendez,  in  the  public  street,  on  the 
night  of  the  Ist  instant.  No  greater  calamity  could  have  befallen  Sal- 
vador. Seiior  Mendez  was  a  virtuous  man,  honorable,  energetic,  and 
talented,  with  the  esteem  of  the  whole  community.  He  was  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  added  to  his  trust  as  vice- 
president  the  cliarge  of  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  save  the 
ministry  of  foreign  relations. 

President  Gonzalez  said  to  me  to-day,  "  Great  is  the  loss  to  Salvador, 
but  greatest  of  all  to  me ;  I  counseled  with  him  in  all  things,  I  confided 
in  him  as  a  brother  ;  his  clear  head  unraveled  every  difficulty ;  he  was 
truth  and  fidelity  itself;  I  can  never  replace  him.''  And  these  words 
convey  the  appreciation  I  had  myself  formed  of  him.  He  was  the 
ablest  and  beat  man  here,  and  his  personal  character  was  symmetrical. 

In  the  perplexing  phases  of  local  discord  he  was  a  power  of  strength 
to  the  administration,  and  at  this  hour,  when  the  organic  law  of  the 
land  is  even  suspended,  until  reformed,  his  clear  vision  was  resolving 
chaos  into  order  and  liberty. 

The  President  is  much  depressed,  but  ever  labors  at  his  post  of  duty, 
I  believe,  with  singleness  of  heart  for  his  country's  good. 

It  is  not  thought  that  the  assassination  of  the  vice  president  was 
prompted  by  other  motives  than  personal  revenge.  The  murderer  is  yet 
at  large,  although  strenuous  eftbrts  are  being  made  for  his  apprehen- 
sion. He  is  known  to  have  been  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  others, 
who,  of  infamous  character  themselves,  had  had  a  disgraceful  enmity 
toward  Senor  Mendez,  because  in  the  path  of  duty  he  had  clashed  with 
their  interests. 

He  was  shot  in  the  back,  the  ball  passing  through  his  heart.    He  ut- 
tered one  cry  and  died.    He  had  been  at  my  house  in  health  and  spirits 
a  few  hours  previous. 
I  have,  &c.. 

THOS.  BIDDLE. 


[Inclosuro  No.  1.— TrantUatioo.] 

Mr,  Cacerea  to  Mr*  Biddle. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Salvador, 

Xational  Palace,  San  Salvador ,  September  1,  1872. 

SkSor  :  I  have  to  communicate  to  you  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  citi- 
zen the  Licentiate  Don  Manuel  Mendez,  the  vice-president  of  the  republic,  minister  of 
public  instruction,  justice,  and  ecclesiastical  affairs,  which  occurred  on  the  1st  instant, 
in  consequence  of  a  cowardly  assassination. 

SefVor  Mendez  has  been  the  victim  of  an  atrocious  crime,  which,  from  present  infor- 
mation, appears  to  have  been  instigated  solely  by  personal  motives.  This  event  has 
caused  to  the  government,  and  to  all  the  Salvadorean  people,  a  poignant  and  profound 
grief,  for  Seiior  Mendez,  by  his  honorable  antecedents,  patriotism,  and  endowments,  en- 
joyed the  general  esteem  of  liis  fellow-citizens. 

Will  you  communicate  tins  information  to  the  Government  which  you  so  worthily 
represent,  and  accept  the  considfration  and  distinguished  appreciation  of  your  obedient 
servant,  in  the  absence  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  the  under-secretary,  > 

MANUEL  CACERES. 
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Mr.  Biddle  to  Dan  Mannvl  Caay-cf. 

Legation  of  the  l.'xn  kd  Statk8, 

San  iktlvador,  September  4,  1872. 

8eSor  :  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  conveying  the  Bad  in- 
telligence of  the  death  by  assassination  of  the  illustrious  citizen  Sefior  Don  Manuel 
Mendez,  vice-president  of  the  republic,  and  minister  of  i)ublic  instruction,  justice,  and 
ecclesiastical  affaii-s,  and  requesting  me  to  commnnicate  the  information  to  ray  Govern- 
ment. 

lu  complying  therewith,  I  shall  inform  it  of  his  public  virtues  and  his  private  worth : 
how  that  Salvador  has  lost  a  distinguished  son,  an  able  statesman,  jurist,  and  scholar, 
but,  above  all,  a  citizen  of  incorruptible  integrity  and  honor,  whose  life  was  a  model  of 
excellence,  and  whose  death  will  be  deplored,  not  only  by  his  afflicted  country,  but  by 
the  lovers  of  republican  liberty  in  all  lands. 

Tendering  my  deepest  sympathy  with  yonr  government  in  this  public  calamity,  with 
assurances  of  the  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

THOMAS  BIDDLE. 


SPAIN. 

No.  416. 
Mr.  Adee  to  Mr,  Fish. 


Ko.  54.]  .  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

Madrid,  September  2,  1871.  (Received  September  20.) 
Sm  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  decree  of  geir 
enal  amnesty,  dated  and  published  on  the  30th  ultimo,  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  journey  of  His  Majesty  through  the  provinces, 
which  event  it  is  intended  to  celebrate.  Like  the  previous  decree  of 
August  9, 1870,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with  General  Sickles^^ 
No.  143,  the  apparently  unqualified  provisions  of  the  present  amnesty 
will  probably  be  held  applicable  only  to  the  peninsula  and  the  adjacent 
possessions. 

I  am,  &c., 

A.  AUGUSTUS  ADEE, 
Charge  d^ Affaires^  ad  inter hn. 


lF}'om  La  Gacefa  de  Madrid,  Atufust  30,  1871. — Translation. "i 

PRESIDENCY  OF  THE  COUKCIL  OF  MINISTERS-STATEMENT. 

Sir  :  The  government  of  Your  Majesty  authorized  hy  the  law  of  July  31,  of  the 
present  year,  to  grant  an  amnesty  to  all  persons  sentenccdj  prosecuted,  or  held  tv~ 
sponsible  on  account  of  political  offenses,  thinks  that  the  proper  time  has  arrived  to 
piako  use  of  this  important  authorization.  There  are  usually  in  such  offenses,  which 
are,  for  the  most  part,  punished  very  severely,  some  errors  of  the  head  rather  than 
any  perversity  of  the  heart,  and  the  state,  which  would  be  wanting  in  the  perform- 
ance of  its  duty  should  it  fail  to  repress  them  with  energy,  (since  this  is  required  hy 
justice  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  public  good,)  cannot  carrj*  ita  rigor  further  than  is 
required  by  the  fulfillment  of  its  loftv  duties.  When  severity  and  the  duration  of  the 
penalties  designed  to  repress  these  offenses  are  can*ied  to  an  imprudent  extreme,  the 
punishment  is  not  an  expressiou  of  justice,  but  of  revenge,  and  the  supreme  power  \h 
r.aher  the  representative  of  party  rancor  than  of  right.     When   the  offenders  have 
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ceased  to  be  a  source  of  danger,  to  persevere  in  the  coutiniiatiou  of*  the  punishment  is 
to  create  the  danger  anew,  because  public  opinion  does  not  busy  itself  with  the  offense 
which  it  does  not  fear,  bnt  with  the  hardships  of  those  who  suffer. 

To  open  the  doors  of  the  country  is  not  only  an  act  of  clemency ;  it  is  also  one 
of  prudent  and  wise  policy.  The  tears  of  joy  shed  by  the  children  in  the  arms  of 
their  father,  who  has  returned  to  the  delights  of  home  and  family,  signify  not  only 
the  termination  of  a  great  misfortune;  they  are  also  a  guarantee  of  peace  and  repose, 
because  they  will  ever  serve  to  call  to  mind  the  consequences  produced  by  disturb- 
ances of  public  order. 

It  would,  however,  be  an  act  of  very  questionable  wisdom  to  endanger  society  by  yield- 
ing to  the  impulses  of  an  imprudent  generosity,  which,  without  duly  considering  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  time  and  place,  should  serve  to  collect  and  strengthen  those  elements  which 
are  inimical  to  public  tranquillity.  Clemency,  then,  is,  or  seems  to  be,  weakness,  and 
amnesty,  far  from  being  gratefully  accepted,  is  used  as  a  weapon  against  those  who 
w-ere  short-sighted  enough  to  grant  it. 

Fortunately,  sir,  our  circumstances  are  different.  The  government  knows  the  secrets 
and  the  resources  of  the  adversaries  of  the  situation  created  by  the  September  revo- 
lution ;  it  possesses  data  which  enable  it  fully  to  appreciate  their  weakness  and  impo- 
tency,  and  it  has  more  than  sufficient  force  at  its  command  to  enable  it  to  quell  any 
act  of  rebellion  which  may  be  attempted  against  the  constitution  and  the  dynasty  of 
Your  Majesty. 

Should  there  be  rash  persons,  who,  fascinated  by  chimerical  hopes,  should  dare  to  rise 
in  arms  against  the  institutions  which  the  uatioit,  in  the  exercise  of  its  sovereignty,  has 
adopted,  the  repression  will  be  as  prompt  as  energetic,  and  the  punishment  following 
the  crime  will  be  speedy  and  inexorable.  The  political  situation  of  to-day  is  strong, 
and  its  enemies  are  weak ;  act«  of  clemency  may,  therefore,  not  bo  gratefully  accepted, 
but  they  will  be  neither  imprudent  nor  liable  to  give  rise  to  serious  dangers. 

It  would  be  more  dangerous  for  the  emigrants  to  lose  all  hope  of  soon  returning  to 
their  country,  and  to  remain  united,  exciting  each  other  under  the  pressure  of  their 
leaders,  and  to  continue  organized  and  ready  for  battle.  Let  them  all  return  to  their 
country ;  let  them  soften  the  harshness  of  political  rancor  in  the  bosom  of  their  fami- 
lies ;  let  them  tranquilly  enjoy  the  benefits  of  liberty ;  let  them  acquire  or  regain  habits 
of  industry,  and  let  them  become  convinced  that  liberty  and  order  are  in  harmony 
with  the  constitution  of  1809,  and  the  rule  of  Your  Majesty ;  that  all  legitimate  interests 
are  secure,  and  that  guarantees  are  furnished  to  all  possible  progress  in  the  various 
spheres  of  human  activity.  Let  there  be  an  animated  and  patriotic  contest  between 
individuals  and  between  parties  for  the  triumph  of  their  doctrines  and  their  aspira- 
tions, but  let  it  be  a  peaceful  and  tranquil  one,  for  thus  alone  can  it  conduce  to  the 
welfare  of  the  nation.  The  government  of  Your  Majesty  believes  that  such  a  contest, 
far  from  being  formidable,  is  indispensable  to  human  progress,  and  that  the  combatants 
should  not  be  separated,  but  rather  that  the  obstacle*  in  the  way  of  the  combat  should 
bo  removed. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  council  of  ministers  has  the  honor  to  lay  before 
Your  Majesty  the  following  proposed  decree. 
Madrid,  August  30,  1871. 

MANUEL  RUIZ  ZORILLA, 
President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  Minister  of  Govemmetif. 
FERNANDO  FERNANDEZ  DE  CORDOVA, 

Minister  of  fVar,  and  Minisief  of  State  pi'O  tent, 
JOSlS  MARIA  BERANGER, 

Ministei'  of  Marine. 
SERVANDO  RUIZ  GCMEZ, 

Minister  of  Finance. 
SANTIAGO  DIEGO  MADRAZO, 
Minister  for  tlw  ICncouraffement  of  Agriculture^  Manufactures^  ^'c. 
TOMAS  MARIA  MOSQUERA, 
Minister  of  the  Colonies,  and  Ministei'  of  Justice  pro  tern. 


Dkcree. 

By  virtue  of  the  authorization  grant'^d  to  the  government  by  the  law  of  the  31st  of 
July  last,  and  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  of  ministers,  I  decree  as  follows: 

AuTiCLK  1.  Absolute,  full,  and  general  amnesty,  without  distinction  of  class  or  station, 
is  hereby  granted  to  all  persons  sentenced,  prosecuted,  or  held  responsible  for  political 
offenses  oi  any  kind  whatever,  committed  up  to  the  aforesaid  date  of  July  31st  last 
past. 

Article  2.  In  consetjuence  thereof  all  cases  pending  on  account  of  the  aforesaid  ofi'fnses 
slyiU  be  dismissed  without  costs.  Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 
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Article  3.  Porsons  detained  for  such  offenses,  or  under  arrest  or  imprisonment  there- 
for, shall  at  once  T^e  set  at  liberty  by  the  courts  having  jurisdiction  in  the  respective 
cases,  or  which  may  have  decided  the  same,  and  expatriated  persons  may  freely  return 
to  Spain. 

Article  4.  Persons  having  claim  to  salary  or  other  money  due  from  the  state,  or  any 
provincial  or  municipal  government,  including  officers  of  the  army  or  soldiers,  will  be 
required  before  receiving  such  money  to  prove  that  they  have  taken  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  constitution,  belbre  a  competent  court. 

Article  5.  The  following  are  also  considered  as  political  offenses,  within  the  purview 
of  this  decree,  viz  :  those  committed  with  intent  to  falsify,  impede,  or  coerce  the  free- 
dom of  suffrage,  those  referred  to  in  case  3,  article  331,  of  the  provisional  law  regarding 
the  organization  of  the  judicial  power,  the  incidents  of  political  offenses,  and  finally 
those  committed  by  means  of  the  press,  except  those  of  slander,  for  which  action  is 
brought  by  the  party  aggrieved. 

Article  6.  The  civil  responsibility  incurred  by  the  accused  parties,  together  with 
claims  for  damages  suffered  by  individuals,  on  account  of  the  offenses  referred  to  in 
Articles  1  and  3,  remains  unaltered,  and  action  may  be  brought  by  the  parties  interested. 

Article  7.  Suitable  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  proper  ministries  for  the  immediate 
and  exact  enforcement  of  this  decree. 

Done  at  the  palace  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Auguat,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-one. 

AMADEO. 

Manuel  Ruiz  Zorilla, 

Preeident  of  the  Council  of  Miniaters, 


No.  417. 

Mr,  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  368.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain. 

Madrid,  November  20, 1871.  (Eeceived  December  12.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  forward  to  you  herewith  for  your 
information  a  copy  of  an  address  recently  presented  to  the  King  by 
deputies  from  Porto  Eico,  in  which  it  will  be  observed  that,  for  them- 
selves and  in  behalf  of  their  constituents,  they  express  very  earnestly 
the  desire  that  slavery  may  be  speedily  aiid  effectually  abolished  in  that 
province.  This  action  was  almost  imraediat43ly  followed  by  the  presen- 
tation of  a  bill  to  the  Cortes  providing  for  the  emancipation,  within  six 
months  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  of  all  slaves  in  Porto  Rico;  indem- 
nity to  the  owners  not  to  exceed  seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  raised 
and  paid  by  the  colony. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  suspension  and  probable  dissolution  of 
the  congress  postpones  action  on  this  excellent  proposal. 

It  is  said  that  the  Cuban  slave-holders,  anticipating  the  vigorous 
agitation  of  this  question  during  the  recently  interrupted  session,  are 
represented  here  by  zealous  and  able  agents,  provided  with  ample 
means  to  obtain  aid  in  the  press  as  well  as  in  the  legislature,  to  defeat 
the  passage  of  any  further  measure  of  enfranchisement.  It  is  at  least 
certain  that  a  league  of  Madrid  and  provincial  journals  has  been 
formed  with  the  avowed  object  of  opposing  the  "filibusters  and  inter- 
nationalists,^ and  it  is  believed  that  the  real  business  of  this  association 
is  to  maintain  slavery  in  the  Antilles  at  all  hazards  and  at  whatever 
cost. 

I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 
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[Inclosure  1  in  No.  368.--Trau8lation.] 
ItYoni  the  Diario  Politico j  November  4,  1871.] 

The  progrea<iive  democratic  deputies  and  senators  from  Porto  Rico  called  yesterday 
to  pay  their  respects  to  His  Majesty  the  King,  by  whom  they  were  received  -with 
characteristic  affability.  Mr.  Acosta,  in  the  name  of  all  his  companions,  addressed  the 
Kinjf  as  follows: 

"Sir:  After  so  many  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  has 
enjoyed  the  high  honor  of  being  represented  in  the  council-chambers  of  the  nation, 
now  that  it  has  been  happily  re-instated,  as  a  consequence  of  the  September  revolution 
in  this  ancient  and  precious  right,  and  that  the  throne  of  St.  Ferdinand  and  Isabel  the 
Catholic  is  worthily  occupied  by  Your  Majesty,  the  liberal  and  reform  senators  .and 
deputies  of  that  province  think  that  they  are  performing  a  duty  in  coining  to  offer 
Your  Majesty  the  expression  of  their  most  profound  respect,  and  in  giving  you  a  new 
and  solemn  evidence  of  the  earnest  adhesion  of  Porto  Rico  both  to  our  common  coun- 
try and  to  the  dynasty  of  Your  Majesty. 

''*Thi8  profession  is  loyal  and  sincere,  because  the  peaceable  and  order-loving  people 
of  Porto  Rico  hope,  by  maintaining  the  closest  union  with  the  mother  country  and 
with  Your  Majesty's  dynasty  to  see  their  most  constant  and  earnest  aspirations  speedily 
realize^l,  to  live  in  perfect  political  harmony  with  the  other  provinces  of  the  monarchy 
under  the  jegisof  the  democratic  constitution  of  1869,  and  radically  to  exterminate  the 
unfortunate  and  abominable  institution  of  slavery. 

''  May  the  Almighty  prolong  Your  Majesty's  precious  life  for  many  years,  so  that, 
continuing  the  glorious  traditions  of  your  august  father,  you  may  succeed,  through 
liberty,  in  drawing  ever  closer  the  bonds  of  love  and  fraternity  which  should  unite 
all  the  sous  of  the  noble  Spanish  nation  to  which  we  belong." 


No.  418. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Adee. 

[Extract.] 

No.  67]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  1,  1872. 
Sir:  »  *  *  *  The  President  is  gratified  to 

learn  that  the  Spanish  government  at  length  is  awaking  to  the  neces- 
sity of  marking  with  its  displeasure  some  of  the  atrocities  of  which 
Cuba  has  been  so  long  the  theater,  and  that  a  pardon  is  to  issue  to  the 
unfortunate  young  students  whose  companions  were  so  cruelly  murdered 
undered  under  the  sanction  of  a  pretended  judicial  decree,  which  out- 
raged humanity,  defied  civilization,  and  put  justice  to  scorn.  *  ♦  * 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  419. 

Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  144.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

Madrid,  April  18, 1872.  (Received  May  7.) 
Siu:  With  reference  to  your  instruction  No.  67,  of  the  Ist  instant, 
and  the  expression  conveyed  therein  of  the  President's  gratification  on 
learning  "that  the  Spanish  government  is  at  length  a  waiving  to  the 
necessity  of  marking  with  its  displeasure  some  of  the  atrocities  of  which 
Cuba  has  so  long  been  the  theater,  and  that  a  pardon  is  to  issue  to  the 
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unfortunate  young  students  whose  companions  were  so  cruelly  mur- 
dered under  tbe  sanction  of  a  pretended  judicial  decree,  which  out- 
raged humanity,  defied  civilization,  and  put  justice  to  scorn,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  observe  that,  although  the  language  condemnatory  of 
that  occurrence  used  by  Mr.  de  Bias  in  our  conference  of  the  12th 
ultimo  was  even  stronger  and  more  unequivocal  than  the  words  of 
my  report,  his  excellency  has  not  since  seen  fit  to  allude  to  the  circum- 
stance on  the  several  occasions  on  which  w^e  have  met,  nor  has  any 
official  action  in  the  premises  yet  been  made  public.  A  ministerial 
journal,  (not  an  official  organ,  however,)  in  a  recent  issue,  alluding  to 
the  rumor  that  a  pardon  of  the  students  was  contemplated,  confined  its 
remarks  to  a  statement  that  full  details  had  been  asked  for  from 
Havana,  and  an  opinion  that  no  imputation  could  be  fixed  on  the  "chiv- 
alrous and  patriotic  volunteers." 

I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  mention  to  Mr.  de  Bias  the 
pleasure  with  which  the  President  has  learned  of  his  frank  expressions, 
communicated  to  you  under  reserve,  in  accordance  with  his  permission. 
1  am,  &c., 

A.  AUGUSTUS  ADEE, 

ChargS  d' Affaires  ad  interim. 


No.  420. 

Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  147.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

Madrid^  April  22,  1872.     (Received  May  9.) 

Sir  :  A  well-founded  apprehension  exists  that  a  rising  of  the  adher- 
ents of  Don  Carlos  is  imminent.  Rumors  of  the  likelihood  of  such  a 
course  have  been  long  current,  and  were  strengthened  by  the  disturbances 
which  took  i)lace,  without  result,  however,  in  the  northern  part  of 
Catalonia  during  and  immediately  after  the  recent  congressional  elec- 
tions. It  seemed  i)robable,  nevertheless,  until  within  a  few  days,  that 
the  Carlist  leaders' would  confine  their  action  for  a  time  to  combating 
the  existing  situation,  in  the  legislative  chambers,  where  they  were  able 
to  present  a  compact  and  determined  group  of  adherents. 

This  anticipation  was  dispelled,  however,  by  the  publication  in  the 
legitimist  journals  of  the  20th  instant  of  an  order  emanating  from  the 
Puke  of  Madrid,  directing  the  withdrawal  of  the  Carlist  minority  from 
the  Cortes.  In  this  document  the  traditionalist  aspirant  to  the  throne 
states  that  his  followers  had  accepted  the  electoral  contest  chosen  by 
their  enemies,  although  denying  its  legality,  and  the  result  having 
shown  the  appeal  to  popular  suffrage  to  be  "  a  ridiculous  farce  of  a  liber- 
alism which  only  operated  to  constrain  the  national  will,  to  override  the 
rights  it  proclaimed,  and  to  carry  a  lie  to  the  Cortes  and  mourning  to  the 
fireside,"  he  has  decreed  the  retirement  of  his  representatives,  thus  pro- 
testing to  day  before  the  nation,  leaving  for  to-morrow  the  protest  in  the 
"  field  demanded  by  the  oppressed  country  and  by  the  aspirations  of 
his  Spanish  heart." 

This  recklei^^  promniciamento  was  at  once  accepted  b^'  the  government 
as  a  declaration  of  civil  war.  The  members  of  the  central  Carlist  com- 
mittee were  arrested  and  imprisoned  the  same  night,  among  them  being 
a  deputy-elect;  military  precautions  were  taken  in  the  disaffected  prov- 
inces, thej-ailways  summoned  to  hold  their  rolling-stock  at  the  disposi- 
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tiou  of  the  authorities,  and  every  preparation  made  to  combat  thelooked- 
for  uprisini^:. 

There  ap[)ears  to  be  little  doubt  that  a  general  insurrectionary^  move- 
ment is  at  liand.  The  Duke  of  Madrid  is  reported  to  be  at  Perpignan 
awaiting  his  opportunity  to  cross  the  French  frontier  and  head  the 
rebellion.  Already  the  telegraph  brings  news  of  small  bands  of  armed 
peasants  taking  to  the  hills,  under  the  leadership,  in  most  instances,  of 
the  village  priests,  wlio  seem  eager  to  revive  the  militant  spirit  of  the 
church  of  the  middle  ages. 

The  fate^of  an  unaided  Carlist  rebellion  can  hardly  be  doubtful.  The 
army  cannot  be  counted  upon  in  its  aid.  Unless  Ji  corresponding  move- 
ment be  inaugurated  by  the  republicans,  its  speedy  suppression  is  prob- 
able. The  future  attitude  of  these  is  uncertain.  Although  the  tend- 
ency of  the  party  is  iu  favor  of  withdrawal  from  the  Cortes,  its  cooler 
leaders  discountenance  the  wish  of  the  extremists  to  raivse  a  further 
issue  in  the  field.  Should  their  more  moderate  counsels  prevail,  it  is 
probable  that  the  prestige  of  the  new  dynastic  government  of  Spain 
will  be  strengthened  by  the  overthrow  of  an  insurrection  of  an  alarming 
character.  Indeed,  appearances  indicate  that  the  present  government 
contemplates  the  issue  with  satisfaction. 
1  am,  &c., 

A.  AUGUSTUS  ADEE, 

Charg6  W Affaires  ad  interim. 


Central  Catholic  Moxarchical  Junta, 

Geneva,  April  15,  1H72. 
Most  Excellent  Sir:  The  Duke  of  Madrid  has  been  pleased  to  order  that  the  Car- 
list  minority  should  refrain  from  taking  their  seats  in  congress. 

The  great  national  party  appealed  to  the  ballot-box,  accepting  a  legality  which  its 

principles  reject,  in  order  to  admit  the  struggle  in  the  very  held  chosen  l>>  its  enemies. 

The  results  have  shown  that  the  ridiculous  farce  of  liberalism  only  serves  to  restrain 

the  national  opinion,  to  override  the  rights  which  it  proclaims,  and  to  carry  a  lie  into 

the  Cortes  and  mourning  to  the  fireside. 

The  Duke  of  Madrid,  seeing  the  mischief,  now  protests  before  the  country  by  with- 
drawing his  representatives. 

.    To-morrow  he  will  protest  in  the  field  demanded  by  his  oppressed  country  and  the 
aspirations  of  his  Spanish  heart. 

God  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 

EMILIO  DE  ARJONA, 
Secretary  of  the  Duke  of  Madrid. 
His  Excellency  the  Vice-President 

Of  the  Central  Catholic  Monarchical  Junta. 

A  correct  copy  of  the  original  now  in  our  possession.  • 

CANDIDO  NOCEDAL. 
VICENTE  DE  LA  HOZ  Y  DE  LINIERS. 


No.  421. 

Mr.  fSicMes  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  383.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

Mad  rid  J  June  8,  1872.    (Received  Juue  25.) 
Sir :  My  arrival  in  Madrid  was  coincident  with  the  fall  of  the  Sagasta 
cabinet.     The  late  president  of  the  council  was  allowed  to  go  through 
the  form  of  a  resignation,  but  in  reality  he  surrendered  his  office  to  the 
peremptory  demands  of  offended  public  opinion,  expressed  in  jlhe  jour-> 
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nals,  ill  the  congress,  aud  in  social  circles.  The  immediate  cause  of  bis 
resignation  was  the  discovery  of  the  abstraction  of  a  considerable  sum 
of  public  money,  held  in  trust  by  the  government  for  the  famihes  of 
troops  serving  in  Cuba.  This  money  is  believed  to  have  been  used  to 
carry  the  elections  for  the  present  congress,  aud  to  support  a  secret  po- 
lice  which  seems  to  have  practiced  a  scandalous  espionage  upon  many 
])rominent  personages,  including  ladies  of  the  highest  rank,  and  even 
the  King  himself.  The  impeachment  of  the  ex-minister  is  loudly  de- 
manded, but  it  might  form  an  inconvenient  precedent,  and  will  not  be 
conceded. 

Marshal  Serrano  was  chaged  with  the  formation  of  a  cabinet,  a  duty 
not  easily  i)erformed,  as  he  was  at  the  moment  in  the  Pyrenees  at  the 
head  of  the  forces  operating  against  the  Caiiists.  The  duties  of  presi- 
tient  of  the  council  were  temporarily  assumed  by  Admiral  Topete,  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  the  new  ministry.  It  was  expected  this  ar- 
rangement would  last  until  the  conclusion  of  the  campaign  permitted 
the  general  in-chief  to  assume  in  person  his  place  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
An  unforeseen  pha^e  in  the  situation  was  suddenly  caused  by  an  order 
issued  by  the  marshal,  granting  extremely  liberal  terms  to  the  Carlisle 
in  Navarre,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  they  should  immediately 
cease  hostilities  and  give  up  their  arms. 

This  act  of  clemency  on  the  part  of  the  general  commanding,  assumed 
to  be  the  result  of  an  understanding  w  ith  the  Carlist  chiefs  in  the 
Basque  provinces,  was  at  once  characterized  and  denounced  as  the  **  con- 
vention of  Amore-Vieta,"  and  so  violent  and  universal  were  the  expres- 
sions of  disapproval  it  encountered,  that  even  the  president  of  the  council 
ad  interwlj  Admiral  Topete,  yielded  to  the  pressure  so  far  as  to  admit, 
in  his  place  in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  that  public  opinion  had  found 
just  occasion  for  alarm  in  the  rejmrted  terms  of  the  transaction.  This 
declaration  was  immediately  followed  by  the  resignation  of  Marshal 
Serrano,  not  only  of  his  military  command,  but  also  of  the  presidency  of 
the  council  of  ministers. 

The  return  of  the  marshal  to  the  capital  at  once  restored  his  prestige. 
His  late  colleagues  heard  his  explanations  and  assured  him  of  their  sup- 
port. The  chamber  of  deputies  received  his  brief  statement,  made  in 
his  place  as  a  member  of  the  popular  branch  of  congress,  with  an  em- 
phatic vote  of  approbation.  Thereupon  the  marshal  yielded  to  the 
wishes  of  his  colleagues  and  of  the  King,  and  resumed  the  portfolio  of 
war,  with  the  presidency  of  the  council. 

The  new  cabinet  takes  otlice  in  the  presence  of  the  most  critical  situ- 
ation yet  confronted  by  the  present  dynasty.  The  King  has  unfortu- 
nately alienated  the  friendship  of  the  party  that  placed  him  on  the 
throne.  The  various  elements  of  the  opposition,  re-enforced  by  this  de- 
fection of  the  radicals  under  Zorilla,  become  bolder  in  their  demands 
every  day.  The  Carlists  are  still  in  the  field  in  great  numbers.  It  is 
true  that  several  bands  availed  themselves  of  the  generous  terms  of 
surrender  granted  by  Marshal  Serrano  at  Amorevieta,  but  the  rising  is 
by  no  means  paciftcated  even  in  the  Pyrenees,  and  it  is  said  to  be  taking 
serious  proportions  in  Catalonia.  The  republicans  are  kept  tranquil  by 
the  firm  attitude  of  their  leaders,  who  are  understood,  however,  only  to 
await  a  more  favorable  moment  for  a  hostile  demonstration.  The  radi- 
cal chief,  Mr.  Zorrilla,  has  retired  from  the  chamber  of  deputies  and 
renonnce<l  the  parliamentary  leadership  of  the  progressista  democrats, 
to  which  he  succeeded  on  the  death  of  General  Prim.  Several  explana- 
tions are  given  of  this  incident,  none  of  which  are  plausible  to  an  obser- 
ver of  Spanish  politics.    It  is  doubtless  one  of  those  forms  of  abnegation 
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which  are  so  often  the  precursor  of  hostilities  in  this  country,  and  this 
impression  is  confirmed  by  a  recent  call,  emanating  from  the  prominent 
men  of  the  same  party,  Martos,  Cordova,  Becerra,  and  others,  for  a 
convention,  to  be  composed  of  representatives  of  all  the  provinces  in 
Spain,  to  consider  and  determine  on  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued. 

The  indications  at  this  moment  incline  me  to  the  opinion  that  the  pres- 
ent dynasty  has  seen  its  best  days.  It  will  be  probably  succeeded 
before  long  by  a  provisional  government,  in  which  the  republicans, 
largely  re-enforced  from  the  ranks  of  the  radicals,  will  contend  with  the 
partisans  of  the  young  Prince  Alfonso  for  sui>remacy.  If  Marshal  Ser- 
rano shoultl  be  reconciled  to  the  old  dynasty  by  the  offer  of  the  regency 
during  the  minority  of  Alfonso,  or  if  he  were  satisfied  with  the  conces- 
sion of  the  regency  to  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Montpensier,  the  uncle 
of  the  prince,  such  an  arrangement  might  hold  out  a  fair  promise  of 
success  5  nevertheless  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  republicans  have 
much  to  justify  their  anticipated  triumph.  The  failure  of  the  monar- 
chical ]).nrties  to  satisfy  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  or  even  the  require- 
ments of  a  successful  party  organization ;  the  prevailing  belief  in  the 
necessity  of  reforms,  which  can  only  be  effected  by  a  revolution  more 
thorough  than  that  of  1868;  the  apparent  incompatibility  between  the 
democratic  constitution  adopted  in  1869,  representing  the  advanced 
ideas  of  this  epoch,  and  the  monarchy  ingrafted  on  it  as  a  concession  to 
Spanish  traditions;  the  profound  disappointment  of  the  liberal  party  in 
the  results  of  their  effort  to  reconcile  the  throne  with  a  government  es- 
sentially popular  and  free  outride  of  the  executive  de])artment;  the 
inability  of  the  country  to  maintain  the  enormous  expenditure  entailed 
upon  it  by  the  monarchical  establishment,  and  it«  accessories  in  the 
army,  church,  and  civil  list;  and  last,  not  least,  the  stability  of  the 
popular  situation  represented  in  France  by  M.  Thiers — these,  and  other 
considerations  I  need  not  mention,  support  the  views  of  those  who  pre- 
dict that  the  successor  of  Amadeus  may  be  a  President  chosen  by  the 
Spanish  people. 

The  suffrages  of  the  people  of  this  country  are  divided  mainly  between 
the  Carlists,  the  radicals,  and  the  republicans.  The  first  is  the  party  of 
tradition  and  reaction.  In  the  rural  portions  of  Spain  it  is  especially 
strong,  and  it  counts  on  the  support  of  the  larger  part  of  the  clergy. 
The  towns  are  nearly  all  radical  or  republican.  Outside  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  a  circle  of  clever  politicians  supported  by  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  persons  in  office  or  on  the  pension-list,  there  is  no  considerable 
popular  strength  belonging  to  the  conservative  party  led  by  Marshal 
Serrano.  The  late  dynasty  has  few  advocates  outside  of  a  fraction  of 
the  aristocracy,  which  ha«  iittle  influence  in  Spanish  politics.  It  is  said, 
however,  that  several  battalions  of  the  army  have  been  gained  over  to 
the  cause  of  the  Prince  Alfonso  by  means  often  found  effectual  in  the 
Spanish  military  service. 

If  we  pass  beyond  the  frontier,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  France  takes  lit- 
tle pains  to  conceal  the  indifference  with  which  she  regards  the  fortunes 
of  the  present  dynasty.  The  alliance  understood  to  exist  between  the 
King  of  Italy  and  the  German  Emperor  is  a  sufficient  explanation  of 
this  coolness,  without  assuming  that  France  desires  a  republican  neigh- 
bor. Apart  from  the  German  sympathies  of  the  reigning  house,  it  is 
perhaps  more  in  accord  with  England  than  any  of  the  other  powers,  as 
you  must  have  observed  from  the  hesitation  of  the  British  cabinet  to 
second  our  earnest  appeals  to  Spain  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  for 
a  more  humane  colonial  policy. 
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No.  422. 

Mr.  Sicl'les  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  386.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

Madrid,  Jiuw  12,  1872.     (Received  June  26.) 

Sir:  Among  the  topics  of  political  interest  that  now  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  cabinet  and  the  press  of  Madrid  there  is  scarcely  one  more 
prominent  than  the  financial,  administrative,  and  military  situation  ot 
Cuba.  Even  the  organs  of  the  reactionary  party,  usually  inclined  to 
discredit  or  to  suppress  whatever  may  be  said  to  discourage  the  hopes 
or  diminish  the  prestige  oftho?ie  who  m-AuitaXn  the  statu  quo  in  Cuba, 
point  out  the  uusatisfaotory  condition  of  affairs  in  the  island,  and  invoke 
the  speedy  adoption  of  measures  to  arrest  the  downward  tendency  of 
Spanish  interests  in  the  colony. 

It  is  reported  upon  good  authority  that  Count  Valmaseda  has  tend- 
ered his  resignation  as  captain-general.  This  was  not  unexpected,  since 
it  is  confessed  that  the  last  campaign,  like  those  which  have  preceded 
it,  has  made  no  serious  impression  on  the  insurgents,  who  still  keep  the 
field  in  undiminished  numbers,  and  with  the  advantage  that  their  chiefs 
have  more  experience  and  their  troops  are  more  accustomed  to  active 
service. 

In  the  present  condition  of  aflfairs  in  the  peninsula,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  raise  and  dispatch  the  re-enforcements  required  every  autumn  to  make 
up  the  heavy  losses  usually  sustained  by  the  royal  arm^^  of  Cuba  iu  each 
successive  campaign.  And  it  is  intimated  by  the  organs  of  the  present 
colonial  rvgiine  that  unless  the  government  finds  some  means  to  liqui- 
date the  large  and  increjising  floating  debt  in  Cuba,  exceeding  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  most  of  which  is  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Havana,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  prosecute  the  war  with  much  vigor  without  Spain 
herself  pays  a  considerable  part  of  the  cost.  The  resources  of  this  gov- 
ernment for  such  an  emergency  may  be  inferred  from  the  circumstance 
that  it  has  recently  negotiated  with  much  difficulty  a  loan  of  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  21  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  which 
commissions  and  exchange  must  be  added,  as  it  is  a  foreign  transaction. 

It  is  understood  that  the  government  desires  to  borrow  a  much  larger 
sum,  to  meet  its  current  exi^enditures.  and  for  which  negotiations  have 
been  lor  some  time  pending. 
I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


No.  423. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  388.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

Madrid,  June  19,  1872.  (Received  July  9. ) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  perusal  a  translation  of  a 
letter  published  last  evening  in  the  Epoca,  from  its  correspondent  in 
Havana,  describing  the  present  military  and  economical  situation  iu 
Cuba.  The  Epoca  is  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  discreet 
of  the  journals  published  at  this  capital.  It  is  the  organ  of  the  reac- 
tionary [jolicy  in  Cuba,  the  opponent  of  emancipation,  and  the  firm 
suppo  iter  of  the  traditional  colonial  policy  of  this  country.    The  editors 
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vouch  for  tbe  high  character  of  their  correspondent,  his  excellent  means 
for  obtaining  trustworthy  information,  and  they  commend  his  repre- 
sentations to  the  immediate  notice  of  the  governiyent,  if  it  would  save 
the  colony  from  even  graver  disasters  than  it  has  yet  sutfered. 

You  will  observe  in  the  communication  to  which  I  refer  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  views  heretofore  expressed  in  my  dispatches ;  and  as  this 
testimony  comes  from  sources  known  to  be  favorable  to  the  past  admin- 
istration in  Cuba,  which  until  within  a  month  or  two  have  concealed 
and  denied  the  facts  now  confessed  and  disclosed,  it  is  safe  to  assume 
them  as  a  basis  for  the  obvious  reflections  they  suggest. 
I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


Appendix  B,  No.  388. 

IFi'om  La  Epocttj  MadvidyJune  18,  1872.1 

[TranslatioD.] 

LETTERS  FROM  CUBA. 

Havana,  May  30,  1872. 

When  it  is  generally  understood  that  patriotism  consists  in  hiding  the  truth  and 
hpreading  error,  in  inventing  victories  an<l  concealing  disasters,  sad  and  euibarniiising, 
indeed,  is  the  position  of  a  correspondent  who  holds  the  firm  conviction  that  the  story 
of  the  rebellion  of  Yara,  for  forty-four  mortal  months,  has  been  a  Ho,  aiid  nothing  less 
than  a  lie  ;  a  farce, and  nothing  less  than  a  farce  ;  a  deception,  and  nothing  less  than  a 
deception. 

To  be  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  to  seek  to  apply  a  remedy  thereto,  is  an 
absurdity ;  and  the  national  government  has  never  known  the  extent  of  the  evil  be- 
cause  it  has  been  willfully  concealed  for  the  purpose  of  leading  the  nation  to  believe 
that  it  would  be  completely  extinguished  within  a  given  time ;  that  it  would  be  o\tJr- 
come  with  given  resources,  and,  above  aM,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  road  had  been 
already  safely  passed,  and  that  but  one  final  step  was  needed  to  grasp  the  laurel  crown 
of  victory. 

This  system  has  cost  the  peninsula  the  eighty  thousand  men  it  has  sent  us,  and  tht^ 
treasury  of  this  province  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  three-fourths  of  whicli  it 
owes.  This  system  has  cost  the  peninsula  much  gold  and  many  tears,  much  blood  and 
mourning. 

Wh3  has  this  course  been  so  systematically  followed?  It  has  been  followed  because 
private  interests  have  ever  overshadowed  the  public  good;  because  n<»isy  intrigues 
have  been  more  potent  than  silent  good  faith ;  because  ambition  has  sought  companion- 
ship and  aid  in  vanity  and  greed  ;  because  petulance  has  overruled  prudence.  Some 
have  grown  rich  under  this  system,  but  tlie  nation  and  the  province  have  sutfered,  and 
we  have  given  our  enemies  the  chance  to  smite  us  in  the  face  with  the  continued  vital 
ity  of  the  moribund  insurrection. 

The  *^  year  V  of  the  Cuban  republic"  is  a  sambenito  (robe  of  infamy)  for  the  valor 
of  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  for  the  sublime  abnegation  of  our  volunteers,  and  for  the 
dros^less  patriotism  of  all  Spaniards  on  either  side  of  the  ocean.  And  we  wear  this 
samhenito  still,  because,  when  your  correspondent  cried  for  thirty  thousand  soldiers  to 
be  sent  at  once,  and  fearlessly  showed  the  obstacles  to  a  restoration  of  peace,  others 
called  the  rebellion  mere  brigandage,  and  the  camps  of  the  enemy  mere  incket-stations, 
and  said  that  we  only  had  to  close  our  hands  to  crush  between  our  fingers  those  who 
hid  their  impotence  in  the  wildnesses  of  our  forests.  May  God  pardon  these  false 
prophets  all  tne  evil  they  have  wrought,  for  they  should  never  hope  for  pardon  from 
the  outraged  justice  of  the  nation. 

I  have  felt  this  preamble  nect^sary,  in  order  that  I  may  enter  with  less  embarrass- 
ment on  the  subject-matter  of  my  letter. 

I  said  in  my  last,  of  the  30th  of  April,  that  we  had  made  little  or  no  progress  since 
November,  up  to  that  time,  and  to-day  I  am  forced  to  say  that  we  have  gained  noth- 
ing— absolutely  nothing — from  that  day  to  this.  Within  the  vast  domain,  seventy 
leagues  in  length  and  thirty-six  in  breadth,  which  stretches  from  the  trocha  (cross-path) 
to  Las  Tunas,  and  from  sea  to  sea,  Ignatio  Agrimonte  marches  freely  with  his  Cama- 
giieyans;  Villamil  leads  his  skirmish  bands,  and  Vicente  Garcia  guides  his  mountain 
rangers,  re-enforced  by  a  band  of  desertei*8.  Each  of  these  bands  is  composed  of  some 
three  hundred  or  four  hundred  men,  half  naked,  but  generally  well  armed,  and  now 
abundantly  supplied  with  munitions  of  war.  They  only  face  our  troops  when  they  have 
an  overwhelming  advantage.    They  oftenest  seelk  to  wear  them  out,  because  fatigue> 
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thins  our  ranks  more  than  bullets.  Powerless  to  carry  out  operations  of  any  importance . 
they  have  strength  enouc^h  to  keep  the  troops  from  moving  in  columns  less  than  two 
hundred  strong;  they  hold  our  detachments  in  check,  and  prevent  agricultural  opera- 
tions froiu  being  carried  on  outoide  of  the  military  lines.  This  is  the  state  of  Cama- 
gUey,  and  he  who  says  the  contrary  either  does  not  know  its  true  situation,  or  does  not 
wish  it  to  be  known. 

In  the  eastern  district,  moving  from  place  to  place  at  will,  areCespedcs,  the  so-called 
government  and  house  of  representatives,  Modesto  Diaz,  Maximo  Gomez,  Figueredos, 
Calixto  Garcia  YiViguez,  Inclau,  and  several  other  leaders,  with  a  number  of  followers 
which  neither  I  nor  any  one  else  can  fix,  but  which  our  extreme  optimists  estimate  at 
four  thousand.  These  forces,  which  always  occupy  the  fastnesses  ot  the  Guantauamo 
chain,  and  the  hills  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  Jiguani,  have  established  a  system  of  rota- 
tion in  such  a  way,  that,  supposing  that  Modesto  Diaz  quits  the  neighborhood  of  Hol- 
guin,  he  goes  by  way  of  Mayar^  to  Guantauamo,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Jiguani,  Manza- 
nillo,  Bayamo,  and  Las  Tunas,  to  return  to  Holguin  while  other  forces  occupy  in  suc- 
cession the  points  he  abandons,  although  with  some  irregularity.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  these  pre-arranged  marches  also  take  place  in  the  reverse  direction. 

The  pirate  steamer  Edgard,  recently  seized  at  Kingstou.  has  been  set  at  liberty,  and 
has  landed  the  arms,  munitions,  and  filibusters  she  carried  on  the  Guantauamo  coast. 
A  gun-boat  met  her  and  fired  into  her,  but  at  the  first  discharge  her  cannon  became 
useless.    Could  there  be  a  greater  misfortune  f 

Having  thus  hastily  sketched  the  military  situation,  which  has  been  iu  no  wise  bet- 
tered by  the  winter  campaign,  I  turn  to  the  financial  -question,  which  has 'grown 
worse  in  a  most  notable  manner.  Pounds  sterling  were  yesterday  sold  at  '27^  premium 
at  sixty  days^  sight ;  bills  on  Spain  at  17  ;  francs  at  12  ;  and  ffold  bills  on  the  United 
States  at  14.  Thus  much  for  exchange.  The  premium  on  gold  has  here  reached  12  per 
cent. ;  and  discontent  is  general  among  the  poorer  classes.  Much  alarm  exists,  since 
a  turbulent  demonstration  against  the  money-brokers,  and  even  against  the  bank,  is 
apprehended.  I  repeat  the  rumor,  but  I  think  that  nothing  unpleasant  will  occur, 
since,  although  there  are  ungovernable  elements  (discolos)  always  ready  to  create  dis- 
turbances, the  great  majority  are  anxious  to  maintain  order.  It  is  indispensable,  abso- 
lutely indispensable,  that  the  Cortez  should  immediately  decide  the  economical  ques- 
tion of  Cuba,  and  that  it  should  be  settled  in  such  a  way  that  twenty  or  twenty-five 
millions  in  gold  may  be  speedily  sent  here  to  replace  an  equal  amount  in  bank  uot'OS, 
since  this  is  the  only  remedy. 

I  shall  now  treat  of  the  captain-general.  The  latter  has  quitted  his  encampment  at 
El  Canto,  just  as  the  house  he  was  building  there  was  completed,  and  has  gone  to 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  From  that  city  he  has  dated  bis  resignation,  which  goes  by  to-day's 
mail,  funding  it,  according  to  my  information,  on  the  fact  that  he  has  not  been  able 
to  restore  peace  to  the  island  within  the  time  he  himself  ha<l  fixed.  I  have  not  read 
his  resignation,  and  consequently  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  terms  in  which  it  is  couched  ; 
but  I  am  told  that  he  says  that,  if  the  government  will  retain  him  in  command,  he 
will  finish  up  matters  very  soon ;  that  the  hopes  of  the  enemy  have  been  kept  up  by 
the  prospect  of  his  recall ;  that  Las  Villas,  Sancti  Spiritus,  and  Caraaguey  are  already 
pacified,  and  that  there  are  only  three  or  four  hundred  bandits  left  in  the  eastern  district. 
I  have  been  told  this,  but  I  am  far  from  believing  it,  for  it  seems  to  me  every  way  im- 
possible that  the  Count  de  Valmaseda,  who  knows  better  than  I  what  is  going  ou  in 
Camaguey,  should  announce*  itp  pacification,  still  less  that  he  should  reduce  to  three  or 
four  hundred  bandits  the  three  or  four  thousand  which  exist  in  the  eastern  department. 
The  Count  de  Valmaseda  has  proclaimed  to  all  the  world  that,  conqueror  or  conquered, 
he  would  resign  the  30th  of  May,  and  quit  the  island  immediately,  and  it  is  impossible 
that  he  should  not  keep  his  word.  In  view  of  his  resignation,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
government  should  send  us  a  general  capable  of  cutting  this  military,  economical,  and 
political  Gordian  knot. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  true  remedy  for  the  monetary  crisis  and  the  rates  of 
exchange  is  to  bring  hither  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  ;  but  this 
would  help  us  very  little  if  the  expenses  of  the  contest  should  render  indispensable 
fresh  emissions  of  treasury  notes. 

If  the  strife  is  much  longer  protracted,  want  of  confidence  will  become  greater,  and 
the  gold  which  might  come  in  on  one  hand  would  go  out  on  the  other,  without  our 
feeling  the  good  effects  of  its  presence. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  government  should  leave  off  temporizing  here  and  there,  and, 
rising  to  the  due  height  of  its  mission,  command  what  it  may  deem  expedient,  and 
make  its  commands  obeyed.  The  immense  majority  in  thia island,  and  the  bulk  of  its 
generous  volunteers,  almost  without  exception,  desire  nothing  but  a  lasting  peace,  the 
maintenance  of  order,  respect  for  authority  and  for  honest  men,  and  will  stand  by  any 
government  which  has  no  other  criterion  than  that  of  law,  and  is  firmly  disposed  to 
dispense  justice. 

This  is  the  general  wish,  the  only  popular  wish,  and  the  day  that  it  is  fulfilled  will 
give  us  a  better  Island  of  Cuba  than  we  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion. 
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No.  424. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  389.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

Madridy  June  20,  1872.    (Received  July  9.) 

Sir  :  The  cabinet  of  Marshal  Serrauo  left  office  after  the  very  brief 
tenure,  even  in  Spain,  of  seven  days.  It  appears  that,  in  view  of  the 
extremely  critical  state  of  affairs  reported  in  my  No.  383,  the  president 
of  the  council  of  ministers  advised  the  King  that  it  was  necessary  to 
suspend  those  jirtidesof  the  constitution  guaranteeing  personal  rights. 
His  Majesty  declined  to  sanction  this  measure,  and  declared  that  when 
he  found  he  could  no  longer  rule  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  he 
had  sworn  to  maintain,  he  would  resign  his  office.  The  announcement 
of  this  decision  to  the  council  of  ministers  over  which  His  Majesty  pre- 
sided was  followed  by  their  resignation  on  the  spot.  The  King  did  not 
hesitate  a  moment  in  accepting  the  situation  thus  suddenly  presented, 
and,  until  an  hour  afterward,  when  Admiral  Topete,  the  minister  of  ma- 
rine, surprised  the  chamber  of  deputies  with  a  brief  statement  of  what 
had  occurred,  no  intimation  of  a  cabinet  crisis  had  transpired. 

Remarkable  as  Spain  is  for  political  changes,  nobody  was  prepared 
for  the  transformation  that  followed.  The  King  went  through  the  cus- 
tomary form  of  consulting  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  houses  of 
congress,  both  of  whom  beloug  to  the  conservative  party,  and,  putting 
aside  their  advice, immediately  sent  for  Lieutenant-General  Fernandez de 
Cordova,  the  leader  of  the  radicals  since  the  recent  withdrawal  of  Mr. 
Ruiz  Zorrilla  from  politics,  who  was  asked  to  form  a  cabinet.  It  seemj 
that,  after  a  confererence  among  the  chiefs  of  the  radical  party,  Rivero, 
Martos,  Cordova,  and  others,  they  agreed  to  take  office  on  condition 
that  Mr.  Zomlla  should  be  named  president  of  the  council,  with  the 
portfolio  of  the  department  of  the  interior,  and  that  the  present  Cortes, 
chosen  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Sagasta,  should  be  dissolved,  and  a 
new  election  ordered.  These  arrangements  were  accepted  by  the  Crown, 
and  on  the  following  day  the  cabinet  was  announced,  as  follows  : 

Presidency  of  the  council  and  home  office,  Mr.  Manuel  Ruiz  Zorrilla. 

Foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Cristino  Martos. 

Grace  and  justice,  Mr.  Eugenio  Montero  Rios. 

Treasury,  Mr.  Servando  Ruiz  Gomez. 

War,  Lieutenant-General  Fernando  Fernandez  de  Cordova. 

Navy,  Rear- Admiral  Jos6  Beranger. 

Colonies,  Mr.  Eduardo  Gasset  y  Artime. 

Public  works,  Mr.  Jos6  Echegaray. 

You  will  remember  Mr.  Martos  as  the  minister  of  state  in  the  coali- 
tion cabinet  of  Marshal  Serrano,  formed  early  in  1871,  and  with  which 
we  succeeded  in  adjusting  several  of  the  questions  then  pending  between 
the  two  countries.  Mr.  Ruiz  Zorrilla  and  Admiral  Beranger  were  also 
of  the  same  cabinet.  Mr.  Gasset  y  Artime,  who  now  takes  the  colonies, 
is  the  director  of  the  Imparcial,  a  radical  journal  of  large  circulation, 
and  heretofore  regarded  as  the  organ  of  the  Martos  group  of  liberals. 
Mr.  Gasset  y  Artime  has  not,  I  believe,  heretofore  held  office. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  ministry  takes  office  in  the  presence  of 
the  gravest  difficulties.  On  the  first  of  next  month  the  half-yearly  in- 
terest on  the  public  ^ebt,  amounting  in  round  numbers  to  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  becomes  due,  and  there  is  not  a  dollar  in  the  treasury 
to  i)ay  it.    The  financial  situation  in  Cuba  is  so  critical  that  it  causes. 
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even  more  disquietude  than  the  insurrection,  which  remains  defiant  at 
the  close  of  the  fourth  campaign.  The  Carlists'  revolt  holds  out  in  the 
north  against  an  army  of  twenty-two  thousand  regular  troops.  General 
Moriones,  lately  assigned  to  the  command  of  these  forces,  is  the  third 
officer  who  has  filled  that  post  within  three  months.  In  Catalonia, 
called  the  New  England  of  Spain,  for  the  thrift,  industry,  and  independ- 
ence of  its  inhabitants,  the  Carlists'  movement  is  combining  so  rapidly 
that  (leneral  Baldrich,  lately  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  forces 
operating  in  that  principality,  demands  a  re-enforcement  of  no  le«s  than 
ten  thousand  men.  The  Duke  of  Montpensier  announces  to-day  his 
reconciliation  with  the  iSpanivsh  Bourbons,  represented  by  his  ne|)hew 
the  young  Prince  Alfonso,  and  tbis  publication  is  accompanied  by  a 
manifesto  signed  by  two  hundred  and  thirty  generals,  deputies,  senators, 
and  grandees  of  Spain,  in  favor  of  the  Prince,  with  Montpensier  as 
regent.  And  although  the  republican  leaders  still  restrain  the  impa- 
tience of  the  great  body  of  that  party,  professing  a  purpose  to  pause 
awhile  longer,  at  least  until  the  struggle  between  the  several  monarchical 
elements  becomes  >et  more  pronounced,  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  numer- 
ous body  of  republicans  following  the  counsels  of  the  Ignaldad  and  the 
Combate,  two  of  the  most  popular  journals  of  that  party,  who  insist  on 
taking  arms  and  trying  their  fortunes  in  the  civil  war  that  seems  un- 
happily to  be  really  inaugurated. 

Slo  authorized  statement  of  the  purposes  of  the  new  cabinet  has  ap- 
peared. The  usual  manifesto  of  the  president  of  the  cabinet  is  looked 
for  at  an  early  day.  The  Official  Gazette  announces  a  new  set  of  gov- 
ernors for  all  the  provinces,  forty-seven,  some  of  which  have  ali'cady 
had  the  benefit  of  a  dozen  or  more  of  these  dignitaries  since  my  resi- 
dence at  this  capital. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  radical  ministry,  summoned  at  the 
eleventh  hour  to  the  councils  of  the  King,  can  deal  with  a  situation  so 
grave,  and  for  which  they  need  not  only  statesmen,  but  military  talent 
of  no  common  order.  The  main  current  of  public  opinion  runs  in  their 
favor.  The  prestige  of  the  Crown  is  once  more  on  their  side.  They  lose 
no  time  in  taking  advantage  of  an  opi)ortunity  afforded  by  the  resignation 
of  nearly  all  the  incumbents  of  the  principal  offices,  to  fill  up  the  vacant 
places  with  their  partisans,  thus  securing  the  large  and  profitable  pa- 
tronage of  the  Spanish  government.  They  promise,  through  their  news- 
paper organs,  to  put  in  operation  at  once  a  series  of  reforms,  embracing 
a  large  reduction  of  expenditures,  the  suppression  of  useless  offices,  the 
separation  of  church  and  state,  the  abolition  of  conscription  for  the 
regular  army,  trial  by  jury,  the  emancipation  of  slavery,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Spanish  constitution  to  the  colonies.  Whether  these  promises 
will  be  kept — whether,  if  fulfilled,  the  resistance  such  a  development 
of  the  programme  of  the  revolution  of  1868  must  encounter  will  be 
overcome  by  the  support  it  should  bring  to  the  party  that  has  the  cour- 
age and  the  constancy  to  undertake  it  in  earnest,  I  shall  not  venture  to 
predict.  To-morrow,  I  am  to  offer  ray  felicitations  to  Mr.  Martos,  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  I  may  then  be  better  able  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  views  of  the  new  cabinet,  so  far  at  least  as  they 
concern  American  interests. 
I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 
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No.  425. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  403.]  United  States  Lega'j;^on, 

Madrid,  July  11,  1872.    (Received  July  30.) 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  worth  raentioQing  for  your  iiiforiuation  tliat  on  the 
occasion  of  the  recent  anniversary  of  our  national  independence,  I  had 
the  honor  to  receive  at  my  residence  not  only  the  diplomatic  body  and 
a  notable  representation  of  the  society  of  Madrid,  usually  present  at 
such  festivities,  but  also  all  the  members  of  the  cabinet,  except  Mr. 
Marten  iiio,  who  had  been  for  some  days  confined  tohis  apartments  by 
illness.  Mr.  Ruiz  Zorrella  and  his  colleagues  tendered  through  me  their 
felicitations  and  good  wishes  to  the  President. 

The  incident  being  exceptional  in  the  oflScial  courtesies  interchanged 
at  this  capital,  it  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  desire  of  this 
government  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States. 

The  colonial  secretary,  Mr.  Gjisset  y  Artime,  alluding,  doubtless,  to 
some  misgivings  I  had  expressed  to  his  friends  about  the  apparent  ten- 
dencies of  the  recent  appointments  made  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  inti- 
mated that  I  need  have  no  mistrust  of  the  real  purpose  of  this  cabinet  to 
proceed  in  earnest  with  the  long-contemplated  reforms  in  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico;  that  with  reference  to  the  emancipation  act  of  1870,  he  was 
already  occupied  in  revising  the  "regulations''  for  the  execution  of  that 
measure ;  that  they  would  soon  be  published  in  the  Official  Gazette, 
and  he  was  sure  1  would  find  them  to  be  an  amplification  of  the  law 
rather  than  restrictive  of  it. 

This  last  remark  was  perhaps  eflfected  by  a  hint  I  had  thrown  out  to 
Mr.  Martos,  the  minister  of  state,  to  the  efiect  that,  unless  critically 
examined  by  friendly  eyes,  it  might  happen  that  these  "  regulations," 
which  have  been  so  long  in  the  hands  of  the  council  of  state,  would  be 
made  so  numerous,  complicated,  and  mischievous  as  to  diminish  if  not 
nullify  the  beneficial  features  of  the  statute.  I  had  pointed  out  that 
this  did  occur  not  long  since  in  the  execution  of  the  act  to  legalize  civil 
marriages,  which  was  afterward  encumbered  with  several  hundred 
supplementary  articles  under  the  name  of  "  regulations ; "  and  I  had 
expressed  apprehensions  that  these  familiar  tactics  would  be  employed 
by  the  slaveholders  and  their  supporters,  who  had  already  succeeded 
in  suspending  the  enmncipation  act  for  more  than  two  years,  on  the 
pretense  that,  until  convenient  "regulations''  could  be  devised  for  the 
guidance  of  the  authorities,  the  act  could  not  be  put  in  operation. 

Mr.  Moret,  recently  appointed  Spanish  minister  in  London,  and  who, 
a«  minister  of  the  colonies  in  1870,  was  the  author  of  the  emancipation 
act,  was  also  present  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant,  and  confirmed 
the  hopes  held  out  by  the  assurances  of  the  colonial  secretary. 

If  I  do  not  misapprehend  the  cordiality  manifested  in  the  intercourse 
between  the  republican  leaders,  Catelan  and  others,  and  the  present 
cabinet,  it  is  not  improbable  they  may  cooperate  in  measures  of  colonial 
reform.  It  is  expected  that  the  republicans  will  have  a  larger  repre- 
sentation than  heretofore  in  the  Cortes  to  be  chosen  next  month. 

Mr.  Layard  informs  me  that,  in  his  conversation  with  ministers,  they 
assure  him  of  their  purpose  to  adhere  to  the  policy  of  emancipation 
and  reform  in  the  colonies,  although  Mr.  Martos  protested  that  any 
precipitation  in  that  direction  might  be  f^tal  to  any  cabinet. 
I  am,  &c., 
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No.  426. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  415.]  .  United  States  Legation, 

San  Sebastian,  August  16,  1872.     (Received  September  3.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  an 
official  publication  of  a  decree,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  colonial 
minister,  authorizing  the  treasury  of  the  island  of  Cuba  to  issue  bonds 
amounting  to  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  bearing  8  per  cent,  interest,  and 
pledging  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  loan  the 
proceeds  of  the  war-tax,  estimated  at  five  millions  of  dollars  annually, 
and  the  surplus  derived  from  all  other  sources  of  revenue,  ordinary  and 
extraordinary. 

It  appears  in  the  report  of  the  minister  that  the  Cuban  treasury  owes 
the  Bank  of  Havana  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Twelve  millions  of  this 
sum  were  borrowed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  several  expeditions 
against  San  Domingo  and  Mexico,  and  the  remaining  thirtj'-eight  mil- 
lions have  been  advanced  by  the  bank  toward  the  expenditure  incurred 
in  the  present  war  in  Cuba.  The  whole  amount  of  fifty  millions  was 
loaned  by  the  bank  in  paper  money,  and  this  large  addition  to  the 
ordinary  paper  issue  of  the  bank — ten  millions — has,  it  seems,  brought 
about,  in  conjunction  with  other  causes^  a  grave  financial  crisis  in  that 
portion  of  the  island  held  by  the  Spanish  forces.  It  further  appears 
that  the  amount  raised  in  Cuba  by  taxes  and  imposts  during  the  last 
fiscal  year  was  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  The  loan  is  to  be  negotiated 
in  two  parts.  The  proceeds  of  the  first  issue  of  thirty  millions  are  to 
be  applied,  first,  to  reimburse  the  Bank  of  Havtina  the  amount  it  ad- 
vanced to  the  Cuban  treasury  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  Spanish  contingent 
for  the  expedition  against  Mexico ;  second,  to  repay  the  amount  ad- 
vanced by  the  bank  toward  the  expenditure  incurred  in  the  attempted 
re-conquest  of  San  Domingo;  third,  to  redeem  in  specie  eight  millions 
of  dollars  in  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Havana,  the  same  being  a  part  of  the 
sum  loaned  to  the  treasury  for  war  expenses,  so  as  to  reduce  the  out- 
standing paper  money  of  the  bank,  issued  on  government  account,  to 
thirty  millions  of  dollars;  fourth,  the  balance,  say  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  to  meet  appropriations  made  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  and  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  next  fiscal 
year. 

The  decree  also  provides  for  leasing  the  embargoed  estates  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  six  years,  the  proceeds  of  which,  together  with  certain 
treasury  credits  and  the  incx)me  of  the  crown  property  in  Cuba,  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  redemption  of  the  remaining  thirty  millions  of  paper 
money  issued  by  the  bank  on  government  account.  These  sources  of 
revenue  have  not  hitherto,  it  is  understood,  produced  anything,  so  that 
it  may  be  presumed  that  the  second  issue  of  bonds  is  reserved  for  the 
gradual  redemption  of  the  outstanding  paper  and  the  prosecution  of  the 
war. 

Subscriptions  to  the  loan  are  to  be  invited  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1873,  in  Havana,  Madrid,  Paris,  and  London.  The  negotiation,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  proceeds,  and  the  administration  of  the  revenues  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  are  confided  to  a 
commission  of  fifteen  persons,  three  of  whom  are  to  be  chosen  by  the 
bondholders. 

You  will  remark  in  article  20  of  the  decree  a  provision  characteristic 
of  all  Spanish  legislation  for  Cuba.    The  captain-general  is  authorized 
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to  suspend  at  pleasure  any  determination  made  by  the  loan  commis- 
sioners. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  after  four  years  of  war,  without  quarter^  in 
Cuba,  and  having  exhausted  the  resources  of  that  rich  and  productive 
commonwealth  to  sustain  a  cruel  conflict,  Spain  is  about  to  appeal  to  the 
civilized  world  to  lend  money  on  a  pledge  of  the  revenues  of  the  island, 
to  continue  a  struggle  intended  to  perpetuate  the  slavery  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  colored  inhabitants,  and  compel  the  unwilling  allegiance  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  sorely-oppressed  native  population. 

In  this  relation  I  may  state  that  it  appears  from  a  I'ecent  publication 
in  the  Imparcial,  a  semi-official  journal  in  Madrid,  of  which  the  colonial 
minister  was  director  until  he  entered  the  present  cabinet,  that,  '*  from 
the  beginning  of  hostilities  in  Cuba,  thirteen  thousand  six  hundred  in- 
surgents have  been  killed  in  battle,  (acciones  de  guerra,)  and  forty-three 
thousand  five  hundred  taken  prisoners ;  four  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen  fire-al'ms,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven 
shards,  malchets,  and  other  side-arms,  and  nine  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-one  horses,  have  been  captured.  Sixty-nine  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty  insurgents  have  voluntarily  surrendered." 

As  it  is  believed  that  all  prisoners  of  war  taken  are  shot  or  gar- 
roted,  it  would  appear,  taking  the  total  of  killed  in  battle  and  prisoners 
captured,  that  more  than  fifty-seven  thousand  insurgents  have  fallen 
since  the  war  began.  The  Spanish  loss  is  not  stated,  but  it  is  known  from 
official  sources  that  their  force  under  arms  in  Cuba  exceeds  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  and,  as  more  than  half  of  these  troops  are  unacclimated, 
their  casualties  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  15  per  cent.,  or  fifteen 
thousand  men  annually ;  making  an  aggregate  Spanish  loss  of  sixty 
thousand  since  the  declaration  of  independence  pronounced  at  Yara,  in 
October,  1869.  Trustworthy  sources  of  information  in  Madrid  tend  to 
show  that  this  estimate  would  be.exceeded  by  the  official  returns  if  they 
were  published. 
I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  mii^ister  of  the  colonies,  and  by  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council  of  ministers,  I  decree  as  follows  : 

Article  1.  The  treasury  of  the  island  of  Cuba  is  authorized  to  emit  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $60,000,000,  in  two  issues.  The  first  issue  shall  be  to  the  amount  of 
^0,000,000,  and  shall  take  place  on  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1873.  The  subsequent  issues  for 
the  remaining $30,000,000  shall  take  place  when  the  government  shall  so  order,  in  view 
of  the  necessities  of  that  treasury.  The  issues  shall  take  place  simultaneously  at 
Havana,  Madrid,  Paris,  and  London,  by  public  subscription,  which  shall  be  opened  for 
the  fiTBt  issue  on  such  day  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  board  which  is  created  by  this 
decree  to  have  charge  of  the  loan. 

Articlr  2.  This  loan  shall  be  represented  by  bonds  of  $500  each,  payable  to  bearer, 
with  thirty-four  coupons  attached,  payable  on  the  30th  of  June  and  Slst  of  December 
of  each  year.  The  bonds  shall  pay  an  annual  interest  of  8  per  cent.,  and  shall  be  re- 
deemable semi-annually  by  lot. 

Abticlb  3.  The  following  revenue  shall  be  specially  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  this  loan  and  its  redemption : 

First,  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  extraordinary  war-tax^  eompnted  at  $5,000,000  per 
annum.  If  the  actual  tax  shall  not  be  equal  to  this  sum  it  shall  be  increased  to  such 
an  amount  that  it  shall  in  no  case  fail  to  produce  it. 

Second,  all  surplus  revenues  in  Cuba,  both  ordinary  and  extrac»rdinaTy. 

Articlb  4.  These  bonds  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  governmental  taxes  in 
the  island  of  Cuba  for  the  fiscal  year  preceding  that  of  1872-^3.  It  shall  likewise  in 
all  cases  be  receivable  as  bail  or  securitv  by  the  government  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Article  5.  Interest  on  this  loan  shall  be  paid  m  Havana,  Madrid,  Paris,  and  London^ 
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and  the  bonds  shall  be  redeemable  in  the  said  citfies,  for  which  purpose  bonds  which 
shall  have  been  taken  by  subscription  in  each  of  the  aforesaid  cities  shall  be  considered 
domiciled  in  the  same.    In  all  oi>eration8  with  foreign  coin,  such  coin  as  may  be  equiv- 
alent to  the  hard  dollar  shall  be  considered  the  standard. 
Article  6.  The  proceeds  of  the  first  issue  shall  be  applied — 

First,  to  paying  to  the  Spanish .  bank  of  Havana,  after  presentation  of  its  account 
with  the  treasury,  the  amount  which  it  advanced  to  the  said  treasury  in  order  to  pay 
the  cost  of  the  Spanish  contingent  for  the  expedition  against  Mexico,  and  to  repay  the 
amount  advanced  by  the  bank  toward  the  expenditure  incurred  in  the  Santo  Domingo 
campaign.  This  operation,  however,  shall  only  take  place  on  condition  of  the  baiik 
receiving  the  bonds  at  a  rate  which  will  make  amends  for  the  difference  of  interest 
between  the  same  and  that  paid  by  its  certificates  of  indebtedness  against  the  treasurj*. 
Second,  to  redeem  $8,000,000  in  bills  of  the  bank  of  Havana,  the  same  being  a  part 
of  the  sum  loaned  to  the  treasury  for  war  expenses,  so  as  to  reduce  the  outstanding 
paper  money  of  the  bank  to  $30,000,000.  The  redemption  of  notes  shall  be  made  in 
coin,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  coin  shall  be  substituted  for  them  in  circulation. 

Third,  to  the  treasury  of  Cuba  to  meet  appropriations  made  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  and  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Article  7.  After  the  publication  of  this  decree  the  issue  of  notes  by  the  Spanish 
bank  of  Havana  for  the  account  of  the  treasury  shall  cease,  and  the  reduction  shall 
be  commenced  to  the  $30,000,000  to  which  the  circulation  of  said  notes  is  to  be  re- 
duced, according  to  article  6. 

Article  8.  For  the  redemption  ot  the  bills  remaining  in  circulation  the  following 
revenue  shall  be  appropriated  : 
First,  the  proceeds  of  property  belonging  to  the  Crown  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 
Second,  sums  duo  to  the  treasury  for  taxes  and  imports  as  well  as  treasury  credits 
which  the  Crown  at  any  time  acquire  in  that  island. 

Third,  the  proceeds  of  property  belonging  to  insurgents  and  disloyal  persons  which 
may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  embargoed  by  order  of  a  competent  court. 

Article  9.  For  the  execution  of  this  decree  a  board  shall  be  created  having  charge 
of  the  Cuban  treasury  loan,  which  shall  have  control — 
First,  of  the  issue  and  redemption  of  the  loan  provided  for  by  this  decree. 
Second,  of  the  redemption  of  $8,000,000  in  notes  of  the  Spanish  bank,  which  are  to 
be  exchanged  for  coin  by  the  proceeds  of  the  issue  of  the  loan. 

Third,  of  the  subsequent  redemption  of  the  thirty  millions  in  banknotes  issued  for 
the  account  of  the  treasury,  which  shall  remain  in  circulation. 
Fourth,  of  the  collection  of  the  war-tax. 

Fifth,  of  the  management  of  embargoed  propertv  in  Cuba,  as  well  as  of  the  collect  ion 
of  other  funds  appropriated  to  the  redemption  of  the  notes  referred  to  in  number  two  of 
this  article. 

Sixth,  of  the  liquidation  of  debts  and  credits  between  thd  Spanish  bank  of  Havana 
and  the  treasury  of  Cuba. 

Article  10.  This  board  shall  be  composed  of  fifteen  persons,  whose  qualifications  and 
the  manner  of  whose  election  shall  be  as  follows : 

Three  shall  be  takers  of  the  treasury  loan,  and  shall  be  chosen  by  the  other  takers  of 
the  loan  residing  in  Cuba. 

Two  shall  be  merchants,  and  two  manufacturers,  appointed  by  the  board  of  tjrade  of 
Havana. 

Five  shall  be  land-holders,  two  of  them  lawyers,  chosen  by  the  municipal  government 
of  Havana. 

One  shall  be  a  stockholder  of  the  Spanish  bank  of  Havana,  chosen  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  said  bank. 

Two  shall  be  functionaries  of  the  government,  to  be  chosen  by  the  superior  civil 
governor. 

The  offices  of  president  and  vice-president  (without  vote)  of  the  board  shall  be  held 
by  the  superior  civil  governor,  and  the  iutendant  of  finance  of  Cuba,  respectively. 
^Article  11.  The  board  shall  be  formed  and  shall  commence  the  legal  discharge  of 
its  duties  previously  to  the  issue  of  the  loan.  When  this  shall  take  place  the  takers  of 
the  loan  shall  select  the  three  persons  who  are  to  form  part  of  the  board.  If  they  shall 
not  do  so  within  six  mouths  after  the  closing  of  the  subscription,  the  government  may 
fill  the  places  of  said  three  persons  with  others  of  it<s  own  choice ;  but  no  public  faoc- 
tionaries  shall  be  chosen  for  this  purpose. 

Article  12.  The  superior  civil  governor  shall  proceed  to  the  installation  of  the  board 
immediately  after  the  persons  of  whom  it  is  to  be  composed  (excepting  the  three  takers 
of  the  loan)  shall  have  been  appointed  and  shall  have  accepted  their  appointments. 
Information  shall  at  once  be  sent,  both  of  the  appointment  aud  acceptance,  to  the 
superior  civil  governor. 

Appointments  shall  be  made  within  Hfteen  days  after  the  publication  of  this  decree 
in  the  Gaceta  de  la  Habana  ;  and  if,  within  this  time,  they  shall  not  have  been  made 
by  the  persons  te  whom  it  belongs  to  do  so,  they  shsdl  be  made  by  the  government. 


SPAIN.  565 

Acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  appointees  mast  be  signified  within  eight  days  snbse- 
qnent  to  their  appointment,  it  being  understood  that  any  person  who  shall  not  have 
signified  his  acceptance  to  the  superior  civil  governor  within  eight  days,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  declining  the  appointment.  When  this  shall  take  place  a  new  appointment 
shall  be  made  in  duo  form ;  and  if  it  shall  not  be  made,  or  the  appointees  shall  not 
accept  within  the  period  above  mentioned,  the  government  shall  make  any  appoint- 
ments which  may  be  necessary,  always  of  persons  belonging  to  the  classes  which  are  to 
be  represented  in  the  board. 

Article  13.  The  board,  after  the  first  issue  of  Cuban  treasury  bonds,  and  after  hav- 
ing received  the  proceeds  of  the  same,  shall  proceed — 

First,  to  balance  the  account  of  the  treasury  with  the  bank  in  the  form  provided  for 
in  article  6. 

Second,  to  redeem  the  notes  of  the  bank  issued  for  the  account  of  the  treasury,  in 
the  proportion  and  form  prescribed  in  numbers  2  and  3  of  article  7. 

Third,  to  deposit  the  rest  in  the  treasury. 

Article  14.  The  board  shall,  moreover,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  installed,  proceed  to 
take  charge  of  funds  appropriated  to  the  redemption  of  the  loan  and  of  the  notes,  and 
also  of  the  management  of  embargoed  property.  To  this  effect  the  superior  civil  gov- 
ernor shall  order  that  the  proper  authorities  and  departments  deliver  to  the  board 
such  documents,  books,  and  other  articles  as  may  be  necessary.    The  superior  civil 

f governor  shall  adopt  all  necessary  measures  for  the  most  speedy  and  thorough  col- 
ection  by  the  board  of  the  war- tax,  and  of  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  loan  and  to 
the  redemption  of  notes. 

Article  15.  The  management  of  embargoed  property  shall  be  performed  by  the 
board  in  conformity  with  the  following  bases : 

First,  formation  of  partial  inventories  of  the  property  within  six  months  (which 
term  shall  in  no  case  be  extended)  from  the  day  of  installation  of  the  board. 

Second,  leasing  of  the  property  at  public  auction,  which  shall  be  advertised  three 
months  previously  in  the  Gaceta  de  la  Habana,  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  six  years,  and 
at  a  rate  suited  to  the  appraisement  which  shall  be  made  in  the  inventory. 

Third,  appraisement  by  experts,  for  the  fixing  of  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  paid,  when 
a  proposal  shall  be  made  for  property,  the  inventory  of  which  shall  not  have  been  fin- 
ished. 

Article  16.  One-half  of  the  members  of  the  board  shall  be  changed  every  year.  For 
the  first  renewal,  the  persons  belonging  to  each  class  shall  draw  lots,  the  minority  of 
those  represented  by  an  odd  number  being  renewable.  The  persons  constituting  this 
board  shall  not  be  re-elected  unless  a  period  shall  have  elapsed  during  which  they  have 
not  formed  a  part  thereof. 

Article  17.  The  ofticers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  government  on  proposal  of  the 
board,  and  shall  be  functionaries  of  the  administration  who  have  served  for  three  years 
in  the  peninsula. 

The  subalterns  shall  be  appointed  by  the  board,  according  to  a  classification  which 
shall  be  approved  by  the  government. 

Article  18.  The  expenses  of  the  board,  as  well  as  those  of  the  issue  of  the  loan,  shall 
be  defrayed  from  the  fund  known  as  the  '•  Cuban  treasury  loan  fund,  "  which  shall  be 
included  in  the  budget  for  the  island. 

Article  19.  The  board  shall  form  regulations  for  its  own  government,  and  the  in- 
structions necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  services  intrusted  to  it,  and  shall  submit 
them  to  the  approval  of  the  government  through  the  superior  civil  governor.  The 
regulations  and  instructions  adopted  by  the  board  shall  go  into  operation  at  once,  but 
shall  bo  considered  as  provisional  until  they  shall  have  been  approved  or  modified  by 
the  government. 

Article  20.  The  superior  civil  governor  may  suspend  any  determination  of  the  board 
reporting  at  once  to  the  minister  of  the  colonies,  by  whom  such  measures  will  be  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  suspension  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

Article  21.  The  minister  of  the  colonies  will  adopt  all  necessary  measures  for  the 
due  execution  of  this  decree. 

Done  at  Bilbao,  on  the  ninth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
two. 

AMADEO. 

Eduardo  Gasset  y  Artime, 

Minisler  of  the  Colonies. 
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No.  427. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  411.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  August  18,  1872.    (Received  August  26.) 
Sir :  The  following  is  the  text  of  a  cable  message  forwarded  today 
from  this  legation : 

"  Hamilton  Fish,  Secretary  of  State^  Washington : 

"  King  has  signed  regulations  enforcing  emancipation  law  in  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico. 

"SICKLES.'' 

I  have  reason  to  hope,  from  the  repeated  assurances  given  me  by  the 
minister  of  the  colonies,  Mr.  Gasset  y  Artime,  that  these  regulations 
will  appear  to  have  been  framed  with  a  sincere  purpose  to  execute  the 
law.  If  published  in  the  Gazette,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  a 
copy  for  your  perusal.  In  any  event  I  presume  a  copy  will  be  given  to 
me,  although  perhaps  unofficially,  as  the  minister  of  the  colonies  kindly 
intimated  a  wish  a  few  days  ago  that  I  would  read  the  draught  of  the 
document  which  was  then  under  consideration. 

My  impression  is  that,  if  the  election  for  the  congress  appointed  to 
meet  on  the  Ist  of  September  proximo  prove  favorable  to  the  liberal 
party,  the  law  of  1870  will  be  made  a  more  comprehensive  and  satisfac- 
tory measure. 

Following  the  tenor  of  your  repeated  instructions,  I  shall  regard  it  as 
my  duty  to  renew  the  representations  I  have  so  often  made  iu  the  name 
of  the  President  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


No.  428. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  417.]  United  States  Legation  to  Spain, 

San  Sebastian,  August  27, 1872.    (Received  Sept.  12.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  official  publication  of 
a  decree,  dated  August  5, 1872,  promulgating  regulations  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act  of  July  4, 1870,  concerning  slavery  in  the  islands  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico.  It  appears  that  the  measure  was  proposed  by  the  col- 
onial minister,  with  the  sanction  of  the  cabinet  council,  after  hearing 
the  suggestions  of  the  authorities  in  those  islands,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  state. 

No  more  forcible  illustration  could  be  given  of  the  imperfect  and 
unsatisfactory  character  of  the  act  of  1870  than  the  perusal  of  this  com- 
plicated code  of  procedure  for  its  execution.  It  embraces,  in  chapters, 
articles,  and  clauses  of  articles,  about  one  hundred  paragraphs.  You 
will  observe  that  the  main  feature  of  the  scheme  is  the  organization  of 
a  board  of  seven  commissioners  in  each  of  the  civil  districts,  jurisdic- 
tions, or,  a«  we  might  perhaps  call  them,  counties.  All  persons  resid- 
ing within  such  sub-division  of  territory,  and  declared  free  by  the  law, 
are  placed  under  the  '^  protection  "  of  the  local  board.  The  governor  or 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  jurisdiction,  (in  Cuba,)  or  the  major  of  the 
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district,  (in  Porto  Rico,)  aud  the  presiding  officer  of  the  town  council, 
will  be  ex  officio  members.  Four  members  are  to  be  chosen,  two  of 
whom  must  not  be  slave  holders,  and  a  secretary  will  be  appointed,  who 
will  not  vote.  The  four  members  appointed  will  hold  office  for  two 
years,  and  serve  gratuitously.  They  will  be  named  by  the  captain-gen- 
eral from  a  list  of  sixteen  of  the  largest  tax-payers  in  the  locality,  no 
matter  whether  or  not  residents  of  the  jurisdiction  or  district,  one-half 
of  whom  shall  not  be  slave-holders.  This  list  is  to  be  made  by  the  chief 
officer  of  the  jurisdiction  or  district,  and  submitted  to  the  captain-gen- 
eral. The  boards  may  delegate  to  the  members  thereof  executive  author- 
ity in  the  localities  where  they  reside,  respectively.  A  central  board  of 
commissioners,  of  twenty-one  members,  named  by  the  cap  tain- general, 
invested  with  appellate  and  supervisory  powers,  will  sit  at  Havana. 

I  have  not  at  hand  for  comparison  a  copy  of  the  act  of  1870,  without 
which  I  shall  not  venture  any  extended  criticism  of  these  arrangements. 
I  may,  however,  remark  that  in  confiding  the  execution  of  this  law  to 
those  whose  unsatisfactory  methods  of  administration  have  so  frequently 
been  the  subject  of  complaint  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  the  government 
has  evidently  yielded  to  the  suggestions  of  the  slaveholders,  who  will 
of  course  profit  by  the  opportunities  afforded  through  the  complicated 
ma<3hinery  created  by  this  decree  to  diminish  the  few  ameliorations 
promi^^ed  by  the  original  measure.  I  do  not  see  any  provision  made  for 
a  large  class  of  freedmen  called  '^emancipadors" — persons  rescued  by 
the  authorities  from  the  hands  of  slave-traders — wliose  situation  espe- 
cially called  for  the  intervention  of  the  Crown.  There  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  any  considerable  number  of  these  people  have  yet  realized 
the  liberty  assured  to  them  by  a  succession  of  treaties  and  decrees  an- 
terior to  the  aet  of  1870.  They  are  now  leased  for  long  terms  of  years 
to  proprietors,  many  of  whom  soon  report  them  dead,  and  then  confound 
them  with  their  herds  of  slaves. 

The  Spanish  Emancipation  Society  have  published  an  energetic  pro- 
test against  the  refusal  of  the  minister  to  acquaint  them  with  the  out- 
lines of  his  scheme  of  regulations.  They  point  out  that,  while  the  slave- 
holders had  every  opportunity  afforded  them  to  present  their  views, 
neither  the  slaves  nor  anybody  in  their  behalf  were  allowed  a  hearing. 

I  am  not  without  hope  that  the  Cortes  now  chosen  may  take  up  the 
question  of  emancipation,  and  resolve  it  .on  a  more  radical  basis.  The 
neglect  of  the  government  and  the  authorities  in  Cuba  to  execute  the 
"  preparatory  "  act  of  1870  may  expedite  the  passage  of  a  better  meas- 
ure. I  shall  not  fail  to  make  proper  representations  on  the  subject  to 
this  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


[Appendix  to  Xo.  417.1 

[From  La  Gaoeta  de  Madrid. — Tratisiation.l 

Madrid,  Jugust  24,  1872. 

MINISTRY  OF  THE  COLONIES. 

Some  errors  haviug  occuiTed  in  the  decree  published  in  the  Gaceta,  as  above,  of  the 
18th  instant,  it  is  republished  below  duly  corrected  : 

DECREE. 

In  accordance  with  the  snpgestion  of  the  minister  of  the  colonies,  in  view  of  the  re- 
I>ort8  of  the  superior  civil  governor  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  in  conformity 
with  the  opinion  of  the  council  of  ministers  and  that  of  the  council  of^tate,  alLthe 
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members  beiiifj  present.  I  approve  the  following  regulation  for  the  execntion  of  the  law 
of  July  4,  1870,  concerning  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico. 

Chapter  I,— Of  protective  hoards. 

Article  1.  According  to  article  13  of  the  law,  and  of  other  articles  referring  to 
patronage,  there  shall  Iih  established  in  each  one  of  the  jurisdictions  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  and  in  etich  one  of  the  civil  districts  of  that  of  Porto  Rico,  a  protective  boai*d  for 
the  freedmen,  under  whose  protection  all  those  declared  free  by  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  law  shall  be.  In  the  capital  of  each  island  there  shall  be,  moreover,  a  central 
board. 

Article  2.  The  jurisdictional  protective  boards  shall  be  composed  of  the  governor 
or  lieutenant-governor  of  the  jurisdiction ;  of  the  corregidor  of  the  district  of  Porto  Rico, 
who  shall  bo  president ;  of  the  first  syndic  of  the  municipal  government  of  the  capi- 
tal, or  of  the  only  one  belonging  to  said  government*,  of  four  voting  members,  propne- 
tors,  (two  of  them  not  owners  of  slaves ;)  of  four  vice-members,  (two  of  whom  shall  not 
be  owners  of  slaves,)  in  case  of  sickness,  absence,  or  any  other  impediment,  and  of  a 
secretary,  who  shall  have  no  vote.  The  supplying  of  the  places  of  the  i)roi)riotor8  shall 
take  place  in  such  a  manner  that  the  number  of  non-slaveholding  voting  members  shall 
in  no  case  be  less  than  two. 

Article  3.  The  otfice  of  voting  member  of  these  boards  shall  be  gratuitous,  and 
shall  not  be  resigned  save  by  those  above  sixty  years  of  age  and  those  physically  inca- 
pacitated. 

The  following  membera  shall  not  serve  as  voting  members: 

First.  Foreigners,  unless  they  shall  have  obtained  naturalization  papers. 

Second.  Minors. 

Third.  Persons  unable  to  read  and  write. 

Fourth.  Military  men  and  public  functionaries  in  active  service. 

Fifth.  Pei-sons  who  have  sutfered  corporal  punishment. 

Sixth.  Those  who  on  account  of  a  judicial  sentence  are  under  the  surveillance  of  the 
authorities. 

Seventh.  Those  who  at  any  time  have  been  condemned  for  infraction  of  the  regula- 
tions concerning  slavery,  or  for  offenses  whose  punishment  is  provided  for  by  the  decree 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade. 

The  office  sliall  be  of  two  years'  duration,  and  half  of  the  members  shall  be  renewed 
each  year.  The  two  proprietors  and  the  two  vice-members  who  are  to  retire  at  the 
close  of  the  first  of  said  years  shall  be  determinml  by  lot. 

Article  4.  For  the  formation  of  jurisdictional  boards,  the  governors  or  lieutenant- 
governors  in  Cuba,  and  the  corregidors  in  Porto  Rico,  of  the  chief  towns,  shall  form  a 
list  comprising  the  sixteen  largest  tax-payers  of  the  jurisdiction,  whether  they  reside 
in  the  jurisdiction  or  not,  half  of  them  to  own  no  slavt's.  in  order  that  the  superior 
civil  governor  may  select  from  them  the  four  voting  membms,  proprietors,  of  the  boards 
aforesaid.  In  subsequent  years  the  lists  shall  comprise  eight  persons  in  a  similar  posi- 
tion, in  order  that  the  superior  authorities  may  select  the  two  who  are  to  replace  those 
retiring. 

Article  5.  The  jurisdictional  boards  having  been  formed  of  the  two  ex-offieio  mem- 
bers, referred  to  in  article  2,  and  the  ftmr  proprietors  chosen  according  to  article  4, 
they  shall  proceed  to  form  a  list  of  eight  tax-payers  residing  in  the  jurisdiction,  half 
of  them  owning  no  slaves,  and  shall  submit  it  to  the  superior  civil  governor,  that  be 
may  select  the  four  vice-members  who  are  to  act  as  substitutes  for  the  proprietors. 
For  the  annual  and  successive  renewals  of  the  half  of  the  vice-merabei-s,  the  board 
shall  only  propose  four  similar  tax-payere,  that  the  superior  authority  may  select  two. 
The  boards  shall  adopt  no  resolution  unless  three  of  the  four  voting  members  shall  be 
present. 

Article  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  jurisdictional  protective  boards- 
First.  To  see  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  patrons  by  article? 
of  the  law  concerning  the  freedmen,  referred  to  in  artich\s  1  and  2  of  said  law,  accord- 
ing to  what  may  be  permitted  in  each  case  by  the  state  of  culture  and  local  conditions, 
and  according  to  the  labor,  which  they  are  subsequently  to  perforin,  either  in  town  or 
country. 

Second.  To  endeavor  to  cause  payment  to  be  made  of  the  wages  provided  for  in 
article  8  of  the  law  for  freedmen  who  have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  taking 
part  in  the  fixing  of  the  amount,  and  receiving  the  half  which  is  to  go  to  form  the 
capital  of  said  freedmen.  For  the  fixing  of  the  pay  of  the  freedmen,  the  wages  as- 
signed to  them  shall  be  equal  to  one-half  of  the  wages  earned  by  free  men  of  their 
class  and  occupation. 

Third.  To  endeavor  to  cause  the  termination  of  patronage  on  the  person's  reaching 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  according  to  article  9  of  the  Jaw,  to  protluce  all  ita  effects. 
When  the  patronage  terminates  by  reason  of  any  of  the  three  causes  mentioned  in 
article  10  of  the  law,  the  boards  shall,  in  the  first  case,  have  manied^  persona  under 
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their  protectiou  nntil  tho  husband  shall  have  attained  his  majority,  and  tliey  shall 
seek,  without  doing  violence  to  their  will,  to  cause  them  to  remain,  as  laborers,  with 
the  patron  of  the  wife.  In  the  other  two  cases  they  shall  place  minors  under  the 
patronage  of  such  persons  as  they  may  think  proper,  adhering,  for  the  fixing  of  their 
wages,  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  atribucion. 

Fourth.  To  assist  the  freedmeu  referred  to  in  articles  3  and  5  of  the  law,  and  those 
who  may  not  be  under  patronage,  endeavoring  to  cause  such  contracts  or  stipulations 
as  they  may  make  to  be  best  suited  to  their  interests,  to  the  development  of  agricul- 
ture, and  the  necessities  of  pul>lic  order. 

Fifth.  To  exercise  the  functions  of  guardianship,  according  to  law,  over  freedmen 
under  twenty-two  years  of  age,  who  are  not  under  patronage,  and  over  those  who, 
being  also  under  twenty-two  years  of  age,  exercise  rights  contrary  to  those  of  their 
patrons,  representing  them,  in  law  and  out,  through  such  persons  as  they  may  appoint 
for  the  purpose. 

Sixth.  To  give  or  refuse  their  necessary  approbation  in  stipulation  and  transfers  of 
patronage,  and  also  in  acts  whose  object  is  to  secure  to  free  parents  the  patronage  of 
their  sous,  and  to  approve  such  indemnities  as  they  may  consider  just,  as  will  be  here- 
inafter provided  for. 

Seventh.  To  keep  lists  of  the  persons  whose  protection  is  intrusted  to  them,  and  of 
such  changes  as  may  take  place  in  their  situations  and  residence,  keeping  a  separate 
list  of  those  under  patronage,  and  of  freed  laborers. 

Eighth.  To  take  care,  according  to  provisions  of  article  14  of  the  law,  that  patrons 
fulfill  their  obligations  to  shch  freedmen  above  sixty  years  of  age  who  may  remain  in 
the  houses  or  on  the  estates  of  their  former  owners,  and  to  settle  such  disputes  as  may 
arise  between  them. 

Ninth.  To  deposit,  in  the  name  of  each  party  interested,  such  sums  as  may  be  received 
for  the  formation  of  his  capital,  in  the  public  savings-banks  established  in  Havana,  and 
in  San  Juan  de  Porto  Rico,  or  their  branches. 

Tenth.  To  take  cognizance  of  resignation  of  patronage,  admitting  such  as  may  be 
based  upon  causes  which  the  boards  may  consider  sufficient ;  but  such  resignations  shall 
never  result  in  the  separation  of  a  child  less  than  fourteen  years  of  age  from  his  or  her 
slave  mother.  Nor  snail  any  such  separation  be  permitted  in  the  case  of  a  transfer  of 
patronage. 

Eleventh.  To  order  a  change  of  patronage,  granting  a  hearing  to  the  patron,  when  a 
minor  who  displays  some  very  special  aptitude  snail  demand,  either  by  himself  or  through 
another  person  in  his  name,  a  change  of  occupation,  whenever  this  may  require  his 
removal  to  another  place  whore  the  patron  may  not  be  able  to  exercise  his  function,  or 
when  the  latter  may  not  consent  to  the  change  of  occupation. 

Twelfth.  To  form  such  lists  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  or 
as  may  be  provided  for  in  these  regulations,  performing  all  that  is  therein  prescribed 
in  relation  to  such  documents. 

Thirteenth.  To  propose  the  appointment  of  a  secretary  and  other  necessary  officers, 
which  shall  be  made  by  the-  governor  or  lieutenant-governors  in  Cuba,  and  the  cor- 
regidors  in  Porto  Rico,  and  nmst  be  approved  by  the  superior  civil  governor. 

Fourteenth.  To  classify  the  officers  employed  in  the  jurisdiction,  fixing  their  sala- 
ries and  that  of  the  secretary,  submitting  it  to  the  approbation  of  the  superior  civil 
governor,  who  shall  hear  before  giving  it  to  the  central  board. 

Fifteenth.  To  settle  disputes  which  may  arise  in  relation  to  admission  into  or  exclu- 
sion from  the  lists  of  freedmen. 

Sixteenth.  To  settle  all  questions  which  may  arise  between  patrons  and  clients,  and 
all  others  which  may  occur  in  regard  to  the  application  of  these  regulations,  acting  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  such  special  regulation^  as  may  be  ordered  accor£ng 
to  article  18. 

Articij-:  7.  In  case  tho  disputing  parties  shall  be  unwilling  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  the  jurisdictional  boards,  they  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  central  board 
within  thirty  days,  which  shall  decide  without  appeal  in  administrative  order. 
,  Article  8.  Any  person  feeling  aggrieved  by  a  decision  of  the  central  board  may 
take  such  contentious-administrative  or  contentious-judicial  proceedings  against  them 
as  he  may  think  proper. 

Article  9.  Proceedings  in  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  be,  in 
contentious-administrative  cases,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  in  force  for  others 
of  their  kind ;  and  in  contentious-judicial  cases  they  shall  conform  to  the  provisions  of 
title  24,  part  1st,  of  the  law  of  civil  trials  now  in  force  in  the  islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico. 

Artice  10.  Slaves  declared  free  by  article  17  of  the  law  shall  be  under  the  care  of 
the  protective  boards,  who  shall  proceed  in  respect  to  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
ordered  for  others  in  the  regulations,  principally  in  No.  4  of  article  6. 

Article  11.  The  jurisdictional  protective  boards  may  delegate  their  powers  in  each 
of  the  districts  of  their  jurisdiction  to  some  of  the  persons  included  in  the  list  referred 
to  in  article  5,  designating  also  another  for  the  office  of  vice-member,  both  to  be  resident^ 

o  ^ 
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of  the  dietrict;  they  shall  be  DomiDated  by  the  boards,  and  the  nomination  shall  be 
confirmed  by  the  governor  or  lieutenant-governor  in  Cuba,  and  the  corregidor  in  Porto 
Rico,  the  appointment  then  being  submitted  to  the  superior  civil  governor  for  his  ap- 
probation. The  delegates  and  vice-members  shall  always  act  under  the  authority  of 
the  boards,  so  that  the  latter  alone  shall  decide  all  disputes  that  may  arise,  the  dele- 
gates merely  executing  their  orders. 

Article  12.  Persons  holding  such  offices  shall  be  considered  as  public  functionaries, 
with  administrative  powers,  and  shall  be  subject  t.o  the  guberuative  and  judicial  re- 
sponsibility which  attaches  to  their  character.  The  aforesaid  officers  shall  perform  their 
duties  gratuitously,  and  shall  not  resign  their  office  save  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
resignation  of  voting  members  is  permitted. 

Article  13.  The  central  protective  board  shall  reside  in  the  capital,  and  shall  be 
composed  of  the  superior  civil  governor,  who  shall  be  its  president;  of  a  vice-president 
appointed  by  said  officer  of  the  first  syndics  of  the  municipal  government  of  the 
capital ;  of  sixteen  voting  members,  proprietors,  half  of  them  not  to  be  owners  of  slaves, 
selected  by  the  superior  civil  governor  from  among  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  largest 
tax-payers  of  the  whole  island,  whether  they  reside  in  the  capital  or  not ;  of  sixteen 
vice-members,  eight  of  whom  shall  not  own  slaves,  for  cases  of  absence  or  sickness, 
and  of  the  secretary  proposed  by  the  board  and  appointed  by  the  superior  civil  gov- 
ernor. The  latter  officer  may  delegate  his  functions  as  president,  in  special  cases,  to 
such  person  as  he  may  think  proper.  The  places  of  proprietors  shall  be  tilled  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  number  of  voting  members  not  holding  slaves  shall  never  be  less  than 
eight. 

Article  14.  As  soon  as  the  board  shall  have  been  formed,  it  shall  form  a  list  of 
thirt-y-two  tax-payers,  who  must  be  residents  of  the  capital,  in  order  that  the  superior 
civil  governor  may  select  the  sixteen  vice-members  who  are  to  act  in  the  case  of  ab- 
sence or  withdrawal  of  the  proprietors. 

Article  15.  One-half  of  the  board  shall  be  renewed  each  year,  those  members  whose 
functions  are  to  cease  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  being  determined  by  lot. 

The  appointments  of  new  voting  members,* proprietors,  shall  be  made  by  the  superior 
civil  governor,  according  to  article  13,  and  tne  vice-members  shall  be  selected  by  the 
same  superior  officer  according  t«  article  14.  The  office  of  voting  member  shall  not  be 
resignea  save  in  cases  provided  for  in  article  3. 

No  person  shall  serve  as  a  voting  member  who  may  be  comprised  in  any  of  the  cases 
preceding  the  seven  of  the  article  aforesaid. 

Article  16.  The  following  powers  shall  belong  to  the  central  board : 

First.  The  formation  of  the  general  census  of  slaves. 

Second.  That  of  such  lists  and  registers  of  /reedmen  in  the  whole  island  as  it  may 
be  necessary  to  form,  or  as  may  hereafter  be  provided  for,  with  the  approval  of  the 
superior  civil  governor ;  and  a  general  recapitulation  of  the  aforesaid  lists  and  registers 
shall  be  published  in  the  Gaceta  de  la  Capital. 

Third.  To  take  cognizance  of  and  decide  complaints  which  may  be  presented  to  it 
against  the  decisions  of  the  jurisdictional  boards,  and  in  cases  in  which  the  latter  may 
consult  it. 

Fourth.  To  give  due  instruction  to  the  jurisdictional  boards,  taking  care  that  they 
punctually  fulfill  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them  by  these  regulations. 

Fifth.  To  state  to  the  minister  of  the  colonies,  through  the  superior  civil  governor  of 
the  island,  whatever  it  may  deem  conducive  to  the  better  enforcement  of  the  law,  and 
to  the  removal  of  such  difficulties  as  might  produce  disturbances  or  injuries  l>oth  to 
slaves  and  freedmen  and  to  owners  or  patrons. 

Sixth.  To  keep  in  legal  form  an  account  of  such  sums  as  each  one  of  the  jurisdic- 
tional boards  may  receive  as  one-half  of  the  wages  which  are  to  form  the  capital  of 
the  freedmen. 

Seventh.  To  propose  to  the  superior  civil  governor,  for  his  approbation,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  secretary  and  other  indispensable  officers,  the  salaries  which  they  are  to 
receive,  and  to  submit  an  estimate  of  necessary  expenses. 

Eighth.  To  recapitulate  the  necessary  expenses  of  all  the  jurisdictional  boards,  to 
take  part  in  the  rendering  of  the  accounts  of  the  same,  and  to  prepare  a  general 
account,  sending  it,  in  the  form  established  by  the  provisions  governing  the  matter,  to 
the  tribunal  competent  to  approve  it. 

Article  17.  For  the  procurement  of  the  means  necessary  for  the  indemnities  pro- 
vided for  in  the  law.  and  in  order  to  cover  the  estimated  expenses  of  all  the  protective 
boards,  the  central  ooard,  after  having  computed  the  total  amount  of  the  indemnities 
and  expenses,  shall  propose  to  the  superior  civil  governor  of  the  island  the  tax  to 
be  levied  upon  slaves  between  the  ages  of  eleven  and  sixty  yeai*s. 

The  superior  civil  governor  shall  send  with  his  report  the  aforesaid  proposed  tax  to 
the  minister  of  the  colonies,  that  he  may  adopt  such  decision  as  he  may  think  proper. 

Article  18.  The  superior  civil  governor,  after  having  granted  a  hearing  to  the 
central  board  and  the  council  of  administration  in  Cuba,  or  to  the  provincial  house  of 
deputies  of  Porto  Rico,  shall  dictate .  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  first,  the 
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jurisdictional  boards,  and  the  delegates  of  the  districts,  in  their  various  protective 
functions,  and  in  their  relations  to  the  superior  civil  /government;  conforming  his  pre- 
scriptions strictly  to  those  of  the  law  of  July,  1870,  and  to  those  of  the  present  regula- 
tions. 

Article  19.  Slaves  who  have  served  nnder  the  Spanish  flag  during  the  insurrection 
in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  who  afterward  continue  in  active  service,  shall  not  be  under 
the  care  of  the  protective  boards  so  long  as  they  remain  as  freedmen  in  such  situation, 
concerning  which  a  report  shall  be  made  by  the  superior  civil  governor  to  the  juris- 
dictional board  which  would  otherwise  have  had  the  care  of  such  persons.  Similar 
information  shall  be  given  to  the  same  board  when  they  shall  be  discharged  from 
military  service.  The  foregoing  provisions  shall  not  be  applicable  to  minors,  who,  in 
everything  not  relating  to  military  matters,  shall  be  protected  by  the  boards. 

Articlk  20.  Freedmen  who,  on  account  of  their  bad  disposition,  manifest  an  aversion 
to  labor,  or  are  incorrigible,  shall  be  abandoned  by  the  boards  to  which  they  belong; 
and  the  latter,  with  the  approbation  of  the  central  board,  shall  withdraw  from  them 
their  protection,  reporting  the  matter  to  the  authorities. 

Article  21.  Freedmen  for  whom,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  article  3  of  the  law, 
indemnities,  may  be  payable  to  their  former  owners,  shall  not  receive  their  papers  as 
freedmen  until  their  situation  shall  have  been  examined,  in  order  to  fix  the  amount  of 
the  indemnities  before  the  protective  board  of  the  jurisdiction  to  which  they  belonged 
as  slaves.  The  boards  shall  take  care  that  such  amounts  be  fixed,  and  that  the  exami- 
nation aforesaid  be  made  immediately,  in  order  not  to  delay  for  a  moment  the  declara- 
tion of  freedom  and  the  delivery  of  the  proper  papers. 

Articlk  22.  The  value  of  persons  for  whom  an  indemnity  is  to  be  paid  shall  always 
be  fixed  before  the  proper  jurisdictional  board,  after  hearing  the  opinion  of  two  experts, 
one  named  by  the  department  of  public  finance  for  each  case  which  may  arise,  and 
another  by  the  person  to  whom  the  indemnity  may  be  due,  or  his  representative.  In 
case  of  disagreement  between  both  experts,  the  board,  first  granting  a  hearing  to  a 
third  party  appointed  by  it,  shall  decide,  as  in  the  previous  case,  with  regard  to  the 
amount  of  the  indemnity.  All  proceedings  relative  to  the  same  individual  shall  be 
limited  to  a  single  act,  the  evaluations  made  by  the  boards  being  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  proper  administrator  of  finance. 

Article  23.  Those  who,  still  being  in  military  service,  may  be  stationed  as  soldiers 
in  another  jurisdiction,  shall  present  themselves,  with  the  oonsdnt  of  their  officers,  be- 
fore the  board  of  said  jurisdiction,  that  it  may  be  able  to  fix  the  amount  payable  as 
indemnity,  duly  reporting  at  once  to  the  former  owner  of  the  freedman  or  his  repre- 
sentative, that  he  may  appoint  an  exp^rt  on  his  part  to  be  present  at  the  appraise- 
ment, although  this  shall  take  place  even  though  the  party  interested  fail  to  appear  or 
to  be  represented. 

Article  24.  In  case  the  owner  shall  not  be  represented,  the  board  shall  fix  irrevo- 
cably, and  with  the  approval  of  the  proper  administrator  or  officer  of  finance,  the 
amount  of  the  indemnity,  after  having  heard  the  expert  appointed  by  the  department 
of  public  finance,  and  another  appointed  by  the  board  itself.  The  decision  adopted 
by  the  board  shall  be  communicated  to  the  owner  or  his  representative,  and  likewise 
to  the  protective  board  of  the  jurisdiction  to  which  the  freedman  belonged  as  a  slave. 

Article  25.  Owners  whose  slaves  have  served  under  the  Spanish  flag,  and  been 
killed  while  in  active  service,  or  who  may  have  died  of  their  wounds  since  the  publi- 
cation of  the  law  in  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid,  and  before  these  regulations  were  adopted, 
shall  have  a  right  to  the  indemnity  provided  for  in  article  in  said  law,  and  shall  re- 
ceive on  such  scround  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pesetas  for  each  slave. 

Article  26.  The  indemnities  to  be  paid  by  free  parents,  either  legitimate  or  natu- 
ral, on  obtaining  patronage  of  their  children  referred  to  in  articles  1  and  2  of  the  law,  shall 
be  regulated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  represent  the  difference  between  the  amount  of 
the  expense  for  maintenance  and  instruction  which  the  patron  has  incurred  for  the 
freedman,  and  the  value  of  the  services  which  the  latter  may  have  rendered  gratui- 
tously to  his  patron. 

Chapter  II. — Of  censuses,  lists,  and  registers,  under  the  charge  of  the  central  and  jurisdic- 
tional protective  boards  f  and  of  the  issuance  of  free  papers  to  freedmen. 

Article  27.  Those  only  shall  be  considered  as  slaves  who  may  be  inscribed  as  such 
in  the  general  censuses  prepared  in  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  by  the  simple 
protective  board  of  each;  said  census  shall  be  considered  as  defiuitive  whenever  it  may 
DC  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  law  of  July  4,  1870,  and  the  in- 
structions issued  by  the  minister  of  the  colonies  for  their  execution. 

Article  28.  The  jurisdictional  boards  shall  keep  a  special  list  of  nersons  bom  sub- 
sequent to  July  4,  1870,  which  is  the  date  of  the  publication  of  said  law.  In  this  list, 
in  addition  to  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  general  list  of  slaves,  and  which  may 
be  applicable  to  them,  the  name  shall  be  ^ven,  as  well  as  the  occupation  and  resi- 
dence of  the  patron  who  is  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  a  guardian  to  them.  ^ 
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Article  29.  Persons  born  of  a  mother  who  is  onder  patronage,  according  to  the  law, 
shall  be  included  in  the  list  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article. 

Article  30.  Complaints  with  reganl  to  the  application  of  the  benefits  of  the  law  to 
individuals  whose  names  have  been  omitted  in  the  proper  census  or  list,  may  be  pre- 
sented at  any  time.  Those  on  account  of  exclusion  shall  only  be  received  if  presented 
within  thirty  days  from  the  publication  of  the  list  to  be  formed  in  each  juri.sdiction  ;  it 
being  understood  that  these  measures  shall  not  affect  the  responsibility  which  it  may 
be  necessary  to  require  according  to  previous  legislation.  Slaves  whose  names  do  not 
appear  in  the  census  formed  in  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1869, 
which  date  was  prior  to  that  of  the  publication  of  the  law,  although  their  names  were 
contained  in  that  of  December  31, 1867,  shall  be  considered  as  free ;  but  to  their  own- 
ers shall  be  reserved  the  proner  indemnities  when  the  Cortes  shall  have  granted  them 
this  right. 

Article  31.  The  superior  civil  governor  shall  take  care  that  the  jurisdictional  pro- 
tective boards,  through  one  of  their  voting  members,  deliver,  as  soon  as  possible,  (if 
they  have  not  already  done  so,)  the  necessary  free  papers,  both  to  freedmen  above  sixty 
years  of  age,  and  to  the  patrons  of  minors.  The  voting  member  who  shall  be  delegated 
for  this  purpose,  shall  take  not«  of  the  delivery,  which  shall  be  authorized  by  his  sig- 
nature, that  of  the  patron,  or  his  representative,  and  those  of  two  witnesses. 

Article  32.  The  delivery  of  papers  to  persons  born  subsequently  to  July  4,  1870, 
shall  take  place  in  the  form  provided  for  by  the  preceding  article. 

Article  33.  The  census  referred  to  in  article  19  of  the  law  shall  in  no  wise  affect 
the  responsibilities  and  rights  referred  to  in  the  decree,  with  force  of  law,  of  Septem- 
ber 29,  1866,  and  in  the  regulations  of  June  18,  1867. 

Article  34.  The  pro<«ctive  boards,  comparing  the  aforesaid  law  of  1866  with  the 
general  slave-census,  shall  endeavor  to  cause  the  exclusion  from  this  latter  of  all  those 
not  comprised  as  slaves  of  the  old  one,  excepting  only  those  born  subsequently  up  to 
the  time  at  which  by  law  they  are  to  be  free. 

Article  .35.  The  aforesaid  boards  shall  likewise  form  a  list  of  all  persons  declared 
free  by  the  law  of  July  4,  1870. 

Article  36.  The  proof  of  services  referred  to  in  article  3  of  the  aforesaid  law  shall 
be  intrusted  to  the  protective  boards,  in  order  that  they  may  take  measures  with  the 
authorities  for  the  liberty  of  the  slave.  The  superior  civil  governor  shall  decide 
finally,  such  measures  being  reserved  to  the  parties  as  they  may  deem  beneficial  to 
themselves  against  the  decisions  of  the  aforesaid  oflftcer. 

Chapter  Ul.—Of  patronage. 

Article  37.  All  freedmen  who,  according  to  articles  1  and  2  of  the  law,  have  been 
born  since  December  17,  1868,  and  who  may  be  born  subsequently,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  patronage  of  the  owners  of  their  mothers.  In  like  manner,  those  who  have 
reached  the  age  of  sixty  years  shall  remain  uoder  patronage,  in  the  case  of  article  14 
of  the  law,  unless  they  shall  elect  to  be  free. 

Article  38.  The  powers  granted  by  our  laws  to  the  guardians  of  minors  shall  be 
exercised  by  patrons  over  their  freedmen,  they  being  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
latter. 

Article  39.  Freedmen  owe  obedience  to  their  patrons  as  to  their  fathers,  and  they 
shall  not,  without  their  consent,  buy,  sell,  cede,  or  alienate,  under  pain  of  having 
such  transactions  declared  null  and  void. 

Article  40.  Patronage  is  transferable  by  all  tho  means  known  in  law,  and  may  be 
resigned  for  just  causes,  according  to  article  11  of  the  law.  No  transfer  or  resigna- 
tion shall  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  separate  a  child  less  than  fourteen  years  of 
age  from  its  mother. 

Article  41.  Patrons  are  under  obligations  to  maint<ain  their  clients,  clothe  them, 
and  assist  them  in  case  of  sickness,  and  to  instruct  them  in  the  principles  of  religion 
and  morality,  seeking  to  inspire  them  with  a  fondness  for  labor,  submission,  and  respect 
to  the  laws,  and  love  toward  their  fellow-men.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  their  baptism  and  burial.  These  duties  of  the  patron  to  the  freedmen 
referred  to  in  articles  1  and  2  of  the  law. 

Article  42.  They  shall  likewise  give  their  clients  the  instmction  necessary  for  the 
practice  of  a  trade  or  handicraft,  instructing  them  in  that  one  for  which  they  may  dis- 
play most  aptitude  and  inclination,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  puberty. 
Any  zeal  which  may  be  shown  by  patrons  in  this  matter  will  be  considered  as  a  special 
and  meritorious  service. 

Article  43.  The  patron,  as  a  just  remuneration  for  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  foregoing  articles,  and  for  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  him  in  fevor  of  the 
freedman,  shall  have  a  right  to  the  benefit  of  his  labor,  without  any  remuneration, 
until  his  client  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Article  44.  From  the  age  of  eighteen  to  that  of  twenty-two  the  freedman  shall  re- 
ceive from  his  patron  one-half  of  the  wages  of  the  freedman  of  his  class  and  occupa- 
tion, the  provisions  of  the  second  division  of  article  6  being  observed  in  fixing  the 
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amonnt  of  sucli  wages.  These  wages  shall  be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  freodman,  and  the  other  to  thtt  protective  board  of  the  juris- 
diction, in  order  to  form  his  capital. 

Articlk  45.  The  patron  of  any  minor,  'who  shall  not  have  given  him  the  necessary 
instruction  for  the  practice  of  a  trade  or  handicraft,  according  to  what  may  be  allowed 
by  the  state  of  culture  of  the  country  and  the  local  condition,  and  suited  to  the  labor 
which  may  be  performed  by  the  freedman  in  town  or  country,  shall  be  obliged  to  pay 
to  said  minor,  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  that  of  twenty-two,  the  entire  wages  of  a 
freedman,  whenever  this  omission  may  be  due  to  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  patron. 

Article  46.  Whenever  freedmen  sixty  years  of  age  shall  have  chosen  to  continue 
in  the  families  or  on  the  estates  of  their  former  owners,  the  latter  shall  be  considered 
as  their  patrons. 

Articlk  47.  In  case  of  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  freedman,  or  of  the  former  master, 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  article  14  of  the  law,  the  protective  board,  after 
hearing  both  parties,  shall  adopt  suitable  means  to  insure  the  execution  of  said  pro- 
visions, and  shall  endeavor  to  procure  work  for  the  freedman  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

Article  48.  The  protective  boards  shall  take  special  care  that  freedmen  be  not  con- 
tracted for  laboi-8  dissimilar  to  those  previously  performed  by  them,  keeping  on  rural 
estates  such  as  shall  previously  have  been  there,  but  without  restricting  their  liberty. 

Artici-e  49.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  patrons  to  correct  the  fault*  committed  by 
freedmen.  The  superior  civil  governor,  after  hearing  the  central  protective  board, 
shall  provide,  in  a  list  of  regulations,  such  punishments  as  shall  be  imposed  by  patrons. 

Chapfer  I V. — Of  the  manner  of  shipping  the  freedmen  referred  to  in  articles  3  and  5  of  the  /air. 

Article  50.  When  persons  referred  to  in  article  3  of  the  law  shall  receive  their  free 
papers,  and  those  referred  to  in  article  5  of  the  same  shall  receive  their  special  papers, 
they  shall  be  consulted  by  the  board  delivering  said  papers  with  regard  to  their  desire 
to  return  to  Africa.  Their  choice  shall  be  stated  at  once  in  the  list  in  which  their 
names  ai*e  enrolled,  and  in  the  papers  delivered  to  them.  The  privilege  of  choice 
which  is  granted  to  these  freedmen  shall  ba  exercised  only  once,  and  within  seventy 
days  after  the  delivery  of  their  free  papers. 

Article  51.  Those  who  may  desire  to  return  to  Africa  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
protective  board  of  the  jurisdiction  until,  all  persons  belonging  to  the  jurisdiction 
and  making  the  same  choice  having  been  assembled,  the  superior  civil  governor,  hav- 
ing been  informed  with  regard  to  their  number  and  circumstances,  shall  order  their 
conveyance  to  such  place  of  shipment  as  he  may  appoint. 

Article  52.  The  emigrants  from  the  jurisdictions  for  which  a  place  of  shipment  shall 
have  been  appointed,  having  been  assembled  in  the  port  whence  they  are  to' embark, 
shall  be  taken  on  board  of  the  vessel  which  is  to  convey  them,  the  commander  of  which 
shall  receive  them  from  the  governmental  authorities  of  said  place,  said  authorities 
being  deputed  for  this  purpose  by  the  superior  civil  governor,  the  papers  of  shipment, 
containing  the  names  of  the  emigrants,  being  made  out  in  triplicate.  Each  copy  of  this 
document  shall  bear  the  signature  of  the  officer  delivering  the  freedmen,  that  of  the 
naval  officer,  or  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  of  the  commander  of  the  port  receiving 
them.  The  latter  shall  keep  a  copy  until  he  shall  have  performed  the  duty  intrusted 
to  him,  and  the  two  others  shall  be  sent  to  the  superior  civil  governor,  one  to  be  kept 
in  the  office  of  his  secretary  and  the  other  to  be  forwarded  to  the  minister  of  the 
colonies,  authorized  copies  of  said  document  being  delivered  to  the  regent  and  attor- 
ney of  the  audiencia  of  the  territory. 

Article  53.  Emigrants  may  ship  their  effects  and  property,  together  with  such  tools 
and  agricultural  implements  as  may  belong  to  them,'to  the  order  of  the  commander  of 
the  vessel. 

Article  54.  The  conveyance  of  emigrants  shall  take  place  to  such  a  point  in  Africa 
as  may  be  determined  by  the  superior  authorities,  according  to  the  instructions  of  His 
Majesty's  government,  the  necessary  means  being  adopted  to  prove  that  they  have 
been  landed  at  the  port  appointed. 

Article  55.  As  soon  as  tne  emigrants  shall  have  been  landed  at  the  port  of  destina- 
tion they  shall  be  absolutely  free. 

Article  56.  The  superior  civil  governors  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  shall 
submit  to  the  minister  of  the  colonies  such  doubts  as  may  arise  in  their  minds  with 
regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  and  of  these  regulations,  whenever  a  legislative 
or  governmental  measure  may  be  required,  such  orders  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
issue  for  the  due  execution  of  said  law  and  regulations  being  submitted,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  the  approval  of  the  snpreme  government. 

Done  at  San  Sebastian  on  the  fifth  day  of  Angnst,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and 
seventy-two. 

AMADEO. 

Eduardo  Gasset  y  Artime, 

Minhter  ofih,  Colomi^  ^^^^^  ^^  GoOgk 
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No.  429. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Jdr.  Sickles. 

No.  247.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Augmt  31,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  8th 
instant,  No.  411,  containing  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  same  date  received 
from  you,  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  emancipation  law  in  Cuba 
and  Porto  Kico. 

This  intelligence  is  especially  gratifying  to  this  Grovernment,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  efficient  and  practical  regulations  for  carrying  out  this  hu- 
mane and  beneficent  object  may  be  enforced. 

You  will  omit  no  proper  occasion  to  enforce  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment the  expediency,  the  humanity,  and  the  justice  of  making  their 
laws  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  more  efficient  and  more  immediately 
ox)erative,  and  you  will  make  manifest  the  strong  interest  felt  by  this 
Government  in  the  adoption  of  a  humane  and  practical  system  of  eman- 
cipation. 

I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  430. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  442.J  United  States  Legation  in  Spain, 

Madrid^  October  6, 1872.    (Received  October  24.) 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  translation  ot  the  para- 
graphs relating  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  which  I  find  in  the  address  to 
the  Crown  reported  by  a  committee  of  congress.  They  may  be  regarded 
as  the  expression  of  the  views  of  the  majority  in  the  Cortes,  and  like- 
wise of  the  executive,  since  the  address  is  always  a  cabinet  question. 

The  declaration  that  there  is  no  reason  why  slavery  may  not  be 
abolished,  and  ample  political  rights  enjoyed  in  Porto'  Rico,  justifies 
the  hope  expressed  in  my  No.  428  that,  upon  these  topics,  the  Cortes 
would  be  found  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  ministry.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  if  I  am  too  sanguine  in  believing  that  the  cabinet  is  not  un- 
willing to  yield  to  the  liberal  tendencies  of  the  legislature  in  hasten- 
ing these  measures.  At  all  events,  however  slow  the  movement,  it  is 
at  least  evident  that  some  progress  is  made  in  this  country  toward  the 
suggestions  so  diligently  urged  by  the  United  States  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  this  government  for  the  amelioration  of  its  colonial  system. 

Concessions  made  to  Porto  Rico  cannot  long  be  withheld  from  Cuba. 

It  appears  that  the  more  radical  views  expressed  in  the  address, 
compared  with  the  royal  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Cortes,  do  not 
satisfy  the  left  of  the  chamber.  An  amendment  is  proposed  by  Orense, 
(Marquis  de  Albaida,)  Castilar,  De  Labra,  Marquis  de  Sardoal,  Nunez 
de  Velasco,  Fernando  Gonzalez,  and  Luis  Vidart,  distinguished  names 
in  the  republican  and  ministerial  ranks,  avowing  sentiments  toaching 
the  insurrection  in  Cuba  and  its  relation  to  emancipation  that  have 
not  hitherto  found  such  formal  expression  in  the  Cortes.  The  debate 
growing  out  of  this  proposition  can  scarcely  fail  to  involve  an  interest- 
ing discussion  of  the  Cuban  question. 
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lu  proceediug  with  reform  ineasares  in  Porto  llico,  without  waiting 
for  the  pacification  of  Cuba,  the  government  has  seriously  alarmed  the 
powerful  slave  interest  iu  the  latter  province. 

The  reactionary  press  of  Madrid  hastens  to  show  that  an  insurre^j- 
tion  is  imminent  in  Porto  Rico.  Failing  to  hold  this  cabinet  to  the  fal- 
lacy of  postponing  the  redress  of  grievances  in  one  colony,  because  in 
another  too  much  delay  had  provoked  sedition,  the  conservative  oppo- 
sition now  shirt  their  ground,  and  assert  that,  since  the  loyalty  of  Porto 
Rico  is  the  offspring  of  slavery,  emancipation  will  precipitate  the  tend- 
ency toward  independence,  already  formidable  in  both  islands. 

Jt  seems  that  the  apprehensions  expressed  in  my  No.  397,  founded 
on  the  Carlist  antecedents  of  General  de  la  Torre  and  his  unfortunate 
administration  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  in  1869,  are  not  borne  out  by  his 
conduct  in  Porto  Rico.  The  reactionary  party,  after  commending  his 
nomination,  are  disappointed  by  the  firmness  he  shows  in  resisting 
their  demands,  and  oti'ended  at  the  freedom  he  has  allowed  to  the  peo- 
ple in  the  choice  of  their  deputies  to  the  Cortes,  most  of  whom  are 
radical  reformers  and  abolitionists. 

He  appears,  notwithstanding,  to  retain  the  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


Appendix  A,  No.  442. 

Extracts  from  the  address  to  the  Crown  in  reply  to  the  speech  from  the  thr  one,  reported  by  the 
house  committee  of  the  Cortes,  October  2,  1872. 

*  [Translation.] 

Colonial  affairs  claim,  in  truth,  the  greatest  attention  and  the  most  circumspect 
action,  and  the  congress  considers  it  a  most  prudent  stroke  of  policy  to  have  brought 
a  remedy  to  bear  on  the  economical  crisis  under  which  Cuba  is  laboring,  by  regulating 
at  the  same  time  the  administration  and  the  government  of  oar  provinces  beyond  the 
seas. 

It  is  to  be  desired  that  we  may  continue  henceforth  to  devise  and  establish  measures 
tending  to  strengthen  the  action  of  the  government,  raising,  with  increasing  vigor, 
the  moral  tone  of  all  branches  of  its  administrative  service  to  such  a  grade  as  to  avoid 
all  complaints,  thus  closing  the  pathway  to  those  evil  forebodings  and  lack  of  confidence 
that  weaken  our  mutual  ties. 

Meanwhile,  the  course  of  our  valiant  and  long-suffering  army,  the  skill  of  our  navy, 
which  shares  its  just  deserts,  and  the  patriotism  of  our  resolute  and  persevering  volun- 
teers, shall  restore  peace  to  Cuba,  curbing  the  evil  designs  of  those  who  attack  the 
sacred  integrity  of  our  territory. 

The  congress  of  deputies  desires  a  speedy  termination  to  the  fratricidal  strife  that 
wastes  the  fields  of  our  great  Antilla,  and  it  will  join  with  enthusiastic  decision  in 
whatever  may  operate  to  this  end,  without  regard  to  the  sacrifices  which  may  be 
necessary  in  treasure  and  in  blood,  rendered  imperative  by  the  holy  duty  of  assuring 
the  safety  of  our  cause  and  the  triumph  of  our  rights.  This  end  being  attained,  the 
island  pacificated,  and  our  honor  saved,  reforms  and  freedom  will  no  longer  be  deemed 
and  ridiculed  as  evidences  of  weakness  on  our  part,  or  as  concessions  exacted  and 
wrested  from  us,  and  the  congress  and  the  government  will  seek  to  give  Cuba  the 
ei^oyment  of  her  liberties  and  rights,  in  loyal  fulfillment  of  the  solemn  promises  made 
by  the  constituent  Cortes. 

In  our  other  Antilla,  where  peace  has  not  been  disturbed,  and  where  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  political  rights  and  the  abolition  of  slavery  cannot  operate  to  disturb  it,  there 
will  doubtless  be  no  delay,  as  congress  hopes,  in  seeing  the  promises  of  the  revolution 
completely  realized. 

If  the  practical  demonstration  of  the  efficiency  of  the  new  regime  through  past  dan- 
gers leaves  nothing  to  be  desired,  an  equal  advantage  must  accrue  by  the  overthrow 
of  ancient  evils  and  the  radical  reform  of  our  laws  and  institutions  now  incumbent 
upon  congress,  iu  order  that  the  ideal  of  justice  and  liberty,  welcomed  by  the  revolu- 
tion of  September,  may  be  a  living  fact,  restoring  vitality  to  our  social  fabrio.      q|p 
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[Traaalation.] 

Appendix  B,  No.  442. 

Amendment  of  Senor  Orenae  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  house  reply  to  the  royal 


The  undersigned  deputies  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  the  house  that  the  ninth  par- 
agraph of  the  reply  to  the  speech  read  as  follows :  *'  In  the  other  Antilla,  wherein 
peace  has  not  been  disturbed,  and  whore  the  full  enjoyment  of  political  rights  cannot 
operate  to  disturb  it,  there  will  doubtless  be  no  delaj^  as  congress. hopes,  in  seeing  the 
promises  of  the  revolution  completely  realized. 

"  There  is,  nevertheless,  a  question,  respecting  which  there  can  be  no  hesitation  or 
postponement  ot  anv  kind.  Slavery  is  in  every  way  incompatible,  not  only  withibe 
interests  of  the  revolution,  but  aloo  with  the  honor  of  Spain. 

"It  is  also  in  antagonism  with  the  truly  noble  attitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  Porto 
Rico,  who,  in  anticipation  of  the  work  of  their  legislators,  have  already  begun  the 
spontaneous  manumission  of  their  slaves;  and  with  the  extremely  grave  situation  in 
Cuba,  -where  the  continuance  of  slavery  may  turn  the  war,  until  now  political  and 
civil,  into  a  terrible  and  disastrous  social  war. 

"  We  are  urged,  therefore,  to  abolish  slavery  at  a  single  blow,  adopting  all  necessary 
measures  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  the  salvation  of  all  interests  worthy  of 
respect." 
House  of  Deputies,  October  5, 1872. 

JOSf:  MARIA  DE  ORENSE. 
EMILIO  CASTELAR. 
RAFAEL  MARIA  DE  LABRA. 
MARQUIS  DE  SARDOAL. 
VICENTE  NUNEZ  DE  VALASCO. 
JOSF.  FERNANDO  GONZALEZ. 
LUIS  VIDART. 


No.  431. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  443.]  United  States  Legation  in  Spain, 

Madridj  October  8, 1872.     (Received  October  24.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  au  official  publication  of 
a  decree,  dated  2d  instant,  organizing  a  standing  army  for  the  provinces 
of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  respectively.  The  terra  of  enlistment  is  six 
years,  three  of  which  must  be  in  active  service  and  the  remainder  in 
reserve,  unless  in  case  of  war  or  insurrection;  the  whole  force  is 
required  to  remain  under  arms.  These  troops  are  to  be  raised  in  Spain ; 
first,  from  the  army  of  the  peninsula ;  second,  from  the  reserves  of  that 
army  ;  and  third,  by  recruiting  at  large.  Besides  the  extra  pay  allowed 
for  serviciB  beyond  the  seas,  each  man  receives  a  bounty  of  $150,  with 
clothing  and  transportation  home  for  himself  and  family  at  the  expi- 
ration of  his  full  term  of  enlistment.  The  reserves  are  likewise  borne 
on  the  rolls  of  the  local  militia,  or  "  volunteers,"  where  they  reside,  and 
may  be  armed  if  employed  on  plantations. 

It  is  said  that,  besides  the  heavy  losses  in  the  army  of  Cuba  during 
the  last  campaign,  the  term  of  service  of  some  seven  or  eight  thousand 
men  has  expired,  so  that  in  order  to  keep  up  the  active  strength  of  the 
organization  a  re-enforcement  of  at  least  twenty  thousand  is  required. 
In  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  Spain  it  will  be  difficult  to  send 
any  considerable  part  ot  these  before  the  close  of  the  year.  A  law  is 
now  pending  in  the  Cortes  authorizing  a  conscription  of  forty  thousand 
men  for  the  Spanish  army,  and  I  presume  it  will  be  among  these  con- 
scripts that  most  of  the  "  volunteers''  for  Cuba  will  be  found.    This 
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measare,  however,  encounters  serious  opposition,  and  may  not  become  a 
law  before  the  end  of  the  month ;  nor  will  it  be  easy  in  the  present 
temper  of  the  people  to  enforce  another  conscription  in  this  country, 
based  as  this  is  on  an  unequal  and  unjust  system  of  enrollment,  which 
the  present  cabinet  acknowledges  and  stands  pledged  to  reform. 

Nothing  could  better  illustrate  the  difterence  between  the  colonial 
policy  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  than  the  fact  that  at  a  moment  when 
Canada  is  without  a  garrison  of  British  troops,  a  permanent  army  is 
found  necessary  to  constrain  the  unwilling  allegiance  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
liico. 

The  rumor  of  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant-Gen eral  Cordova,  at 
present  secretary  of  war,  to  be  captain-general  of  Cuba,  is  again  re- 
vived, with  some  foundation,  I  suspect.  The  minister  of  state  remarked 
to  me  last  Friday,  however,  that  no  change  would  be  made  at  present, 
as  General  Cordova  could  not  be  spared  from  the  war  department  pend- 
ing the  re-organization  of  the  army,  for  which  he  has  presented  a  pro- 
ject to  the  Cortes.  This  appointment,  if  made,  would  be  in  all  respects 
excellent. 

I  am,  &c., 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


[TnuaslatioD.] 
IFrom  La  Gaoeta  de  Madrid,  Madrid,  October  4, 1872.] 
MINISTRY  OF  WAR.— STATEMENT. 

Sir:  The  mauDer  of  sapplying  the  places  of  troops  whose  terms  of  service  have  ex- 
pired in  the  armies  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  has  been  a  subject  of  special  attention 
with  aU  preceding  governments;  there  exists  no  plan,  however,  as  yet,  which  is  both 
safe  and  convenient,  and  at  the  same  time  furnishes  p:uarantee8  of  order  to  those  loyal 
inhabitants,  and  security  to  the  mother  country,  which  is  no  le&s  interested  in  their 
prosperity  than  in  the  strengthening  of  the  bonds  which  unite  her  to  them. 

If,  until  no  very  remote  period,  the  difficulty  of  communication,  the  erroneous  ideas 
entertained  by  our  people  in  regard  to  those  provinces,  and  other  circumstances  and 
even  prejudices,  combined  to  render  harmony  between  the  army  of  the  colonies  and 
that  of  the  peninsula  impossible,  now  that  these  errors  and  these  difficulties  have  dis- 
appeared, and  that  communications  are  rapid,  easy,  and  convenient,  the  government  of 
Your  Majesty  thinks  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  reform  which  it  proposes,  viz,  to 
furnish  said  islands  with  a  suitable  and  sufficient  military  force,  to  be  maintained  by 
a  definite  and  permanent  system. 

The  want  of  such  a  system  hitherto  has  rendered  recruiting  for  the  colonial  army  de- 
pendent upon  dilferent  elements ;  the  conditions  of  the  men  who  enlisted  were  also  differ- 
ent, and  enlistment  was  even  sometimes  accepted  as  a  penalty  for  various  offenses,  but 
neither  persons  sentenced  for  common  crimes,  nor  those  who  have  been  punished  for 
desertion,  nor  those  who  have  disgraced  themselves  by  bad  conduct,  nor  any  other  ele- 
ment ill-snite<l  to  military  service,  or  capable  of  corrupting  it  in  its  source,  should 
serve  as  the  nucleus  of  an  army,  the  sacred  object  of  which  is  to  maintain* inviolate 
the  honor  of  the  national  flag  and  the  integrity  of  the  national  soil. 

The  government  which  now  enjoys  Your  Mtgesty^s  confidence,  more  fortunate  if  not 
more  zealous  than  its  predecessors,  thinks  it  has  found  means  to  supply  this  important 
want  by  adopting,  with  some  modifications,  the  system  proposed  to  toe  Cortes  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  peninsular  army. 

The  protracted  war  now  dying  out  which  is  kept  up  in  Cuba,  also  renders  it  very 
necessary  to  increase  the  national  element,  bettor  guarantees  being  thus  furnished  for 
tranquillity  and  order,  which  have,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  been  disturbed  by  men 
who  were  few  in  number,  indeed,  but  fatal  to  public  peace  and  prosperity  by  reason  of 
their  turbulent  spirit  and  their  hostility  to  the  rule  of  Spain. 

The  advantages  afforded  by  the  system  of  dividing  the  armies  of  those  islands  into 
active  and  reserve  forces  are  evident,  since  it  thus  becomes  possible  always  to  have  an 
increase  of  force  ready  without  imposing  any  considerable  pecuniary  sacrifices  upon 
the  treasury :  this  system  regulates,  in  a  fixed  manner,  the  rewards  offered  to  the  vol- 
nnteers  for  their  service,  exempting  them  from  the  discounts  which  they  have  hitherto 
suffered  for  various  reasons ;  it  offers  them,  at  the  close  of  their  engagement,  a  little^ 
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property,  which  will  be  a  benefit  to  their  families,  or  serve  aa  a  fonndation  of  their 
own  fortunes  in  such  rich  countries ;  it  secures  at  all  times  a  return  to  those  who  may 
not  desire  to  remain  after  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service,  they  and  their  fami- 
lies, should  they  have  any,  being  conveyed  home  at  the  expense  of  the  state;  aud, 
finally,  it  promotes  the  settlement  of  those  islands  with  acclimated  national  elements, 
thus  opening  an  easier  fnture  to  the  young  men  who  now  emigrate  to  various  parts 
of  America,  and  who  will  hereafter  be  able  to  do  so  with  greater  advantage  to  our  own 
colonial  provinces,  taking  to  them  the  various  talents,  arts,  trades,  and  other  occupa- 
tions which,  finding  immediate  application  in  the  army,  must  subsequently  become  an 
inexhaustible  source  of  wealth  when  employed  in  industry,  agriculture,  and  com- 
merce. 

To  facilitate  means  to  honest  toil,  to  open  up  ways  to  intelligent  activity,  and  to 
enterprising  youth  to  attain  a  good  position  in  life,  and  to  give  at  the  same  time  to 
our  colonial  provinces  and  their  army  the  enthusiasm  of  patrioticlove,  the  strength  and 
the  sap  of  that  same  youth  which  is  to  defend  the  flag  of  Spain,  and  prosper  under  its 
shadow  and  its  protection — such,  sir,  is  the  object  proposed  by  the  undersigned  min- 
ister on  submitting  to  the  high  consideration  of  Your  Majesty,  with  the  approval  of  the 
council  of  ministers,  the  following  draught  of  a  decree  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
armies  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico. 

FERNANDO  FERNANDEZ  DE  CORDOVA, 

Minister  of  War, 

Madrid,  October  2, 1872. 


Pursuant  to  the  suggestion  of  the  minister  of  war,  with  the  approval  of  the  council 
of  ministers,  I  hereby  decree  as  follows  : 

Article  1.  The  armies  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  shall  hereafter  be 
formed  by  means  of  voluntary  enlistments,  to  which  shall  be  admitted,  first,  persons 
belonging  to  the  active  army  of  the  peninsula ;  second,  those  belonging  to  the  first  ami 
second  reserves  of  the  same  army  ;  and  third,  men  of  from  twenty  to  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  who,  while  belonging  neither  to  the  army  nor  to  the  reserves,  may  desire  to  en- 
list, and  who  are  able  to  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  of  good  conduct,  and  who  pos- 
sess the  qiialifications  required  by  the  legislative  enactments  now  in  force. 

Article  2.  The  duration  of  military  service  in  the  armies  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 
shall  be  six  years,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  embarkation  of  the  parties  enlisted ; 
these  shall  serve  for  three  years  in  the  active  army  and  for  the  three  remaining  years 
in  the  reserve. 

Article  3.  Persons  belonging  to  the  reserve  will  be  required  to  render  active  service 
when  called  to  arms  in  case  of  war. 

Article  4.  At  the  expiration  of  the  six  years  of  service,  for  which  the  volunteer  en- 
lists, he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  full  discharge  in  time  of  peace,  unless  he  shall  have  con- 
tracted a  new  engagement ;  but  such  discharge  may  be  withheld  for  six  months  fol- 
lowing the  expiration  of  the  engagement  if  vacancies  in  the  army  shall  not  have  been 
tilled  by  re-enforcements  from  the  peninsula. 

Article  5.  In  time  of  war  all  transfers  from  the  active  to  the  reserve  force  shall 
cease ;  but  at  the  expiration  of  the  six  years  of  service,  those  who  shall  have  served 
their  full  time  shall  receive  their  final  discharge,  unless  an  order  of  the  government  shall 
require  their  continuance  in  the  army,  on  account  of  this  being  demanded  by  the  de- 
fense of  the  country  or  the  integrity  of  the  territory. 

Article  6.  Volunteers  for  the  armies  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  shall  receive  750  pese- 
tas for  the  three  years  for  which  they  engage  to  remain  in  active  service ;  of  these  they 
shall  receive  250  at  the  time  of  embarking,  or  before  if  they  can  furnish  a  sufficient 
guarantee,  (which  will  no  longer  be  required  after  their  embarkation,)  and  the  500 
pesetus  remaining  on  their  entering  the  reserve,  after  having  been  for  three  years  in 
active  service. 

Article  7.  Persons  belonging  to  the  active  force  or  to  the  reserves  of  the  peninsula, 
who  may  desire  to  be  transferred  to  the  colonial  army,  shall  have  the  time  which  they 
have  already  served  in  Spain  placed  to  their  credit,  provided  that  the  time  which  they 
have  still  to  serve  in  Spain,  or  for  which  they  engage  to  serve  in  the  colonies,  be  not 
less  than  three  years,  in  which  they  shall  receive  the  750  pesetas,  paid  in  the  manner 
provided  in  the  foregoing  article. 

Article  8.  The  volunteers  shall  begin  to  draw  pay  for  service  in  America  from  the 
day  of  their  enrollment,  receiving  moreover  the  necessary  outfit  of  clothing  for  the 
voyage  without  charge,  and  being  furnished  with  transportation  to  the  port  of  em- 
barkation at  the  expense  of  the  government.  No  charge  shall  be  made  to  volunteers 
for  the  medical  examination  which  is  required  previous  to  their  admission. 

Article  9.  The  government  guarantees  all  pay  not  drawn  and  all  saving  which 
may  be  deposited  by  the  troops  of  the  colonial  armies  in  the  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  fund. 
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and  all  balances  standing  to  the  credit  of  volunteers  shall  be  paid  on  their  embarkation 
for  the  peninsula. 

Article  10.  Any  money  belonging  to  persons  deceased  shall  be  placed  in  the  colonial 
fund  within  two  months  after  the  decease,  so  that  families  and  heirs  may  receive  it 
promptly  and  without  any  discount.  To  this  end  every  volunteer,  before  embarking, 
must  leave  at  the  colonial  office  a  sworn  statement,  signed  by  himself,  giving  the  name 
of  the  place  of  his  birth,  together  with  the  names  of  his  parents,  brothers,  and  sisters, 
and  nearest  relatives,  to  the  end  that  those  having  legal  claims  to  his  property  may  be 
known  in  case  of  his  decease. 

Article  11.  On  being  transferred  to  the  reserve  force,  after  having  been  for  three 
years  in  the  activ^  service,  volunteers  may  euj^age  in  agricultural  or  any  other  kind  of 
labor,  changing  their  residence  within  the  territory  {is  it  may  suit  their  interests,  being 
only  obliged  to  inform  the  command intr  officer  of  the  regiment  or  body  to  which  they 
belong,  still  being  under  obligations,  however,  to  return  to  their  standards  when  sum- 
moned in  case  oi  war. 

Article  12.  Any  volunteer,  on  being  transferred  to  the  reserve,  may  contract  matri- 
mony, but  this  shall  not  exempt  him  ftom  the  obligation  of  returning  to  the  ranks  in 
case  of  war,  as  provided  by  the  foregoing  article,  when  such  summons  is  made,  vol- 
nnteers  shall  again  receive  compensation  at  the  rate  of  250  pesetas  per  annum  for  such 
time  as  they  may  remain  under  arms. 

Article  13.  Volunteers,  at  the  expiration  of  their  six  years  of  service,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  return  to  the  peninsula  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  together  with  their  wives, 
and  the  children  that  may  have  been  born  to  them  during  the  time  of  their  service  in 
the  reserve  force.  They  shall  retain  this  right  without  regard  to  the  number  of  years 
that  they  may  remain  in  the  island  after  receiving  their  discharge,  and  although  they 
may  have  married  subsequently  to  their  discharge. 

Article  14.  Volunteers,  after  having  completed  their  six  years*  engagement  in  the 
colonial  armies,  may  contract  a  new  engagement,  for  three  and  six  years,  as  they  did 
the  first,  in  which  case  they  shall  receive  250  pesetas  for  each  year  of  service. 

Artici^e  15.  Volunteers  who,  after  having  completed  the  first  three  years  of  their 
engagement  in  active  service,  may  desire  to  remain  in  it  without  being  transferred  to 
the  reserve,  may  continue  in  the  ranks,  receiving  the  same  compensation  of  250  pesetas 
per  annum,  and  those  who  may  voluntarily  solicit  it  may,  in  such  case,  enter  the  re- 
serve, even  though  they  may  not  have  served  more  than  two  years.  In  this  case  a 
discount  will  be  made  from  the  compensation  of  those  entering  the  reserve  before  the 
regular  time,  according  to  the  time  for  which  they  fail  to  serve  in  the  active  force. 

Article  1G.  Those  forming  the  staff  of  th'i  army  shall  likewise  enjoy  the  same 
advantages  as  are  granted  to  the  volunteers;  but  first  sergeants  who  aspire  to  promo- 
tion cannot  be  transferred  to  the  reserve. 

Article  17.  Corporals  and  sergeants  of  all  branches  of  the  army  of  the  peninsula 
who  may  desire  to  be  transferred  to  the  army  of  Cuba  or  of  Porto  Rico  may  do  so  with 
the  same  advantages  as  private  soldiers,  in  the  proportion  of  one  sergeant  and  two 
corporals  to  every  one  hundred  men.  To  this  end  they  will  address  their  applications 
through  their  superior  officers  to  the  director  general  of  infantry,  who  will  designate 
those  who  have  been  longest  in  the  service,  if  the  number  of  applicants  shall  exceed 
the  proportion  above  indicated.  Cornet  players  and  garrison-musicians  may  enlist  in 
the  same  proportion  as  corporals. 

AimcLE  18.  Volunteers  who  have  learned  one  of  the  professions  of  medicine,  phar- 
macy, or  veterinary  surgery,  shall  perform  no  duties  in  the  active  force,  save  those 
connected  with  their  professions,  if  they  shall  so  elect.  These  volunteers  shall  be 
assigned  to  the  divisions,  sanitary  companies,  ambulances,  and  hospitals,  as  auxiliaries 
of  the  military  board  of  health.  After  three  years  of  active  service  they  may  undergo 
competitive  examinations  for  vacancies  in  the  military  board  of  health,  pharmacy, 
or  veterinary  surgery  of  the  island,  or  be  at  fuU  liberty  to  practice  their  professions  if 
they  enter  the  reserve. 

Article  19.  The  advantages  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  be  extended  to 
all  workmen,  masters  of  mechanic  arts  or  trades  which  may  be  useful  in  the  various 
branches  of  service  of  the  armies  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  as  well  as  to  the  industrial 
establishments  under  the  charge  of  the  state,  the  superior  Huthorities  taking  care  that 
they  be  assigned  in  such  manner  as  may  best  promote  the  object  of  utilizing  their  serv- 
ices in  the  army. 

Article  20.  The  captains-general  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  shall  establish  such  schools 
and  academies  as  may  be  necessary  in  time  of  peace  to  educate  the  troops,  and  their 
officers  shall  be  held  responsible  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  three  years  of  active  serv- 
ice, the  volunteers  shall  be  unable  to  read  and  write  correctly. 

Article  21.  The  captains-general  of  the  two  Antilles  may  summon  to  arms  when- 
ever they  may  think  proper,  on  account  of  war,  either  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  re- 
serve, either  by  years,  arms,  divisions,  or  departments,  whether  it  be  to  increase  the 
peace  or  to  complete  the  war  footing,  making  a  report  of  such  action  to  the  govern- 
ment. 
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Article  22.  Voluuteers  beloDging  to  the  reserve  shall  enroll  themselves  iu  the  ranks 
of  the  divisions  of  volunteers  established  in  the  country  when  they  reside  in  towns 
where  such  divisions  exist.  Those  who  are  employed  on  estates  or  farms  may  be  fur- 
nished with  a  suitable  authorization  from  the  captains-general  without,  for  this  reason, 
ceasing  to  belong  to  the  respective  bodies  in  which  they  have  served,  in  case  of  being 
summoned  to  arms,  according  to  Article  21. 

Article  23.  All  advantages  which,  by  the  present  decree,  are  granted  to  volunteers 
enlisting  for  service  in  the  armies  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  shall  be  extended  to  soldiers 
of  the  permanent  or  expeditionary  army  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  so  far  as  applicable  to 
them,  if  they  desire  to  continue  in  the  service. 

Article  24.  All  previous  provisions  relative  to  enlistment  for  the  armies  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico  are  hereby  repealed,  so  far  as  they  may  conflict  with  the  present  de- 
cree. 

Done  at  Madrid  on  the  second  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two. • 

AMADEO. 

Fernando  Fernandez  de  Cordova, 

Minister  of  War. 


Kg.  432. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Siclcles. 

'So.  270.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  29, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  present  ministry  iu  Spain  has  given  assurance  to  the  public, 
through  their  organs  of  the  press,  and  have  confirmed  the  assurance  to 
you  personally,  (as  you  have  reported  in  recent  dispatches,)  of  their 
intention  to  put  in  operation  a  series  of  extensive  reforms,  embracing 
among  them  some  of  those  which  this  Government  has  been  earnest  in 
urging  upon  their  consideration  in  relation  to  the  colonies  which  areoiu* 
near  neighbors. 

Sustained,  as  is  the  present  ministry,  by  the  large  popular  vote 
which  has  recently  returned  to  the  Cortes  an  overwhelming  majority  in 
its  support,  there  can  be  no  more  room  to  doubt  their  ability  to  carry 
into  operation  the  reforms  of  which  they  have  given  promise,  than  there 
can  be  justification  to  question  the  sincerity  with  which  the  assurance 
was  given.  It  seems,  therefore,  to  be  a  fitting  occasion  to  look  back 
upon  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  to  mark 
the  progress  which  may  have  been  made  in  accomplishing  those  objects 
in  which  we  have  been  promised  her  cooperation.  It  must  be  acknowl- 
edged with  regret  that  little  or  no  advance  has  been  made.  The  tardi- 
ness in  this  respect,  however,  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  any  way  imputa- 
ble to  a  want  of  diligence,  zeal,  or  ability  in  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  at  Madrid.  The  Department  is  persuaded  that  no  persons,  how- 
ever gifted  with  those  qualities  and  faculties,  could  have  better  succeeded 
against  the  apparent  apathy  or  indifference  of  the  Spanish  authorities, 
if,  indeed,  their  past  omission  to  do  what  we  have  expected  should  not  be 
ascribable  to  other  causes. 

The  Spanish  government,  partly  at  our  instance,  passed  a  law  pro- 
viding for  the  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  West  India  colonies. 
This  law,  so  far  as  this  Department  is  aware,  remains  unexecuted,  and 
it  is  feared  that  the  recently  issued  regulations  professedly  for  its  exe- 
cution are  wholly  inadequate  to  any  practical  result  in  favor  of  eman- 
cipation, if  they  be  not  really  in  the  interest  of  the  slaveholder  and  of 
the  continuance  of  the  institution  of  slavery.  While  we  fully  acknowl- 
edge our  obligation  to  the  general  rule,  which  requires  a  nation  tp^abstain 
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from  interference  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  others,  circumstances 
warrant  partial  exceptions  to  this  rule.  The  United  States  have  eman- 
cipated all  the  slaves  in  their  own  territory,  as  the  result  of  a  civil  war 
of  four  years,  attended  by  a  vast  effusion  of  blood  and  expenditure  of 
treasure.  The  slaves  in  the  Spanish  possessions  near  us  are  of  the  same 
race  as  those  who  were  bondsmen  here.  It  is  natural  and  inevitable  for 
the  latter  to  sympathize  in  the  oppression  of  their  brethren,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  waste  of  life  occasioned  by  inhuman  punishments  and 
excessive  toil.  Nor  is  this  sympathy  confined  to  those  who  were  recently 
in  bondage  among  us.  It  is  universal  as  it  is  natural  and  just.  It  rests 
upon  the  instincts  of  humanity,  and  is  the  recognition  of  those  rights  of 
man  which  are  now  universally  admitted.  Governments  cannot  resist 
a  conviction  so  general  and  so  righteous  as  that  which  condemns  as  a 
crime  the  tolerance  of  human  slavery,  nor  can  governments  be  in  fault 
in  raising  their  voice  against  the  further  tolerance  of  so  grievous  a  blot 
upon  humanity.  You  will,  consequently,  in  decisive  but  respectful 
terms,  remonstrate  against  the  apparent  failure  of  Spain  to  carry  into 
full  effect  the  act  referred  to.  We  acknowledge  that  this  may  be 
a  difficult  task.  The  reproaches,  open  or  covert,  of  those  whose  sup- 
posed interests  may  be  affected  by  it,  to  say  nothing  of  other  under- 
hand proceedings,  must  be  trying  to  the  patience  and  highly  embarrass- 
ing to  the  statesmen  who  may  be  the  best  disposed  toward  the  meas- 
ure. All,  however,  who  countenance  lukewarmness  or  neglect  in  candy- 
ing it  into  effect  must,  more  or  less,  be  liable  to  the  charge  of  duplicity 
or  bad  faith,  a  charge  which  every  man  of  honor  in  high  station  ought 
to  endeavor  to  avoid. 

By  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  July,  1870,  the  government  of  Sp^in 
is  practically  committed  to  the  policy  of  emancipation.  It  is  true  that 
the  law  was  far  from  being  as  comprehensive  a  measure  as  was  hoped 
for  by  the  friends  of  emancipation  both  in  Spain  and  throughout  Christ- 
endom, but  it  was  regarded  as  the  entering-wedge  and  the  first  step 
toward  the  extermination  of  a  great  wrong,  and  as  the  inauguration  of 
a  measure  of  justice  and  of  peace,  whereby  Spain,  to  her  high  honor, 
declared  herself  in  harmony  with  the  general  sentiment  of  modern  civ- 
ilization and  with  the  principles  of  unquestioned  human  rights.  It  is 
so  manifestly  due  to  that  sentiment  and  to  those  principles  that  their 
recognition,  as  thus  evidenced,  be  made  practical  and  effective  by  the 
enforcement  of  the  law,  that  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  Spain,  with 
the  pride  and  the  honor  that  mark  her  history,  will  no  longer  delay  the 
execution  of  the  law  and  the  observance  of  the  pledge  to  humanity  and 
to  justice  which  was  implied  in  the  enactment. 

There  is  another  view  which  may  be  taken  of  this  subject.  The  Span- 
ish government  and  the  Spanish  people  are  understood  to  be  almost 
unanimously  adverse  to  the  independence  of  Cuba.  It  will  not  be  de- 
nied that  the  resistance  to  the  enforcement  of  the  emancipation  law  pro- 
ceeds almost  entirely  from  those  interested  in  slave  property  in  the  island 
of  Cuba,  who  have,  through  the  successive  ministries  to  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain  has  been  intrusted  since  the  enactment  of  the  law  in 
July,  1870,  been  enabled  hitherto  to  delay  and  to  defeat  its  execution  by 
preventing  the  promulgation  of  regulations  effective  for  the  end  to  which 
the  law  was  directed. 

An  important  law  is  thus  nullified  through  the  influence  and  agency 
of  a  class  in  Cuba  who  are  the  most  loud  in  profession  of  devotion  to 
the  integrity  of  the  Spanish  territory  and  to  the  continuance  of  Spanish 
dominion  over  the  island.  The  example  of  disregard  to  laws  thus  set 
cannot  bo  without  its  influence.    If  Spain  permits  her  authority  to  be 
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virtually  and  practically  defied  in  that  island  by  a  refusal  or  neglect  to 
carry  into  effect  acts  of  the  home  government  of  a  humane  tendency, 
is  not  this  tantamount  to  an  acknowledgment  of  inability  to  control ! 
If  she  refuse  to  enforce  her  authority  in  one  instance,  why  may  it  not 
be  spurned  in  others,  and  will  not  her  supremacy,  sooner  or  later,  be- 
come nominni  only,  with  no  real  advantage  to  herself  or  her  colonies, 
but  to  the  serious  detriment  of  both,  as  well  as  of  those  other  powers 
whose  relations,  whether  of  neighborhood  or  of  commerce,  give  them 
special  interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  possessions  ? 

It  is  also  represented  that  the  grasping  cupidity  of  sugar-planters  jn 
Cuba  has  succeeded  in  enabling  them  viptually  to  annul  their  contracts 
with  coolies  for  a  limited  term  of  service,  coupled  with  the  privilege  of 
returning  to  their  homes  at  its  close,  and  that  those  unfortunate  Asia- 
tics, under  regulations  for  an  enforced  re-engagement  when  their  former 
contract  may  have  expired,  are  being  practically  reduced  to  the  same 
abject  condition  as  the  African  slaves.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  government  of  any  civilized  country  to  be  indifferent  to  so  atro- 
cious a  proceeding.  You  will  mention  this  subject  to  the  Spanish  min- 
ister for  foreign  affairs,  and  will  not  conceal  the  view  which  we  take 
of  it. 

The  insurrection  in  Cuba  has  now  lasted  four  years.  Attempts  to 
suppress  it,  so  far  futile,  have  been  made  probably  at  a  sacrifice  of  more 
than  a  hundred  thousand  lives  and  an  incalculable  amount  of  property. 
Our  commercial  and  other  connections  with  that  island  compel  us  to 
take  a  warm  interest  in  its  peaceful  and  orderly  condition,  without  which 
there  cannot  be  prosperity. 

Cuba  being  separated  from  this  country  by  a  narrow  passage,  the 
temptations  for  reckless  adventurers  here  to  violate  our  law  and  em- 
bark in  hostile  expeditions  thither  is  great,  despite  the  unquestioned 
vigilance  of  this  Government  to  maintain  its  duty  and  the  efforts  with 
which  the  approaches  to  the  island  have  been  guarded  by  the  Spanish 
cruisers.  The  said  proximity  has  led  Cubans  and  others,  partisans  of 
the  insurgents,  to  take  up  their  abode  in  the  United  States,  actuated 
by  the  hope  that  that  proximity  would  enable  them  advantageously  to 
plot  and  act  for  the  advancement  of  their  cause  in  the  island.  We  cer- 
tainly have  reason  to  expect  that  the  great  strain  upon  our  watchful- 
ness to  thwart  those  schemes  occasioned  by  the  long  duration  of  hos- 
tilities in  Cuba,  should  have  some  termination  through  a  cessation  of 
the  cause  which  hitherto  has  been  supposed  to  make  it  necessary  for 
the  discharge  of  our  duties  as  a  neutral. 

Ever  since  the  insurrection  began,  we  have  repeatedly  been  called 
upon  to  discharge  those  duties.  In  the  performance  of  them  we  are 
conscious  of  no  neglect,  but  the  trial  to  our  impartiality  by  the  want  of 
success  on  the  part  of  Spain  in  suppressing  the  revolt  is  necessarily-  so 
severe  that  unless  she  shall  soon  be  more  successful  it  will  force  upon 
this  Government  the  consideration  of  the  question,  whether  duty  to  itself 
and  to  the  commercial  interests  of  its  citizens  may  not  demand  some 
change  in  the  line  of  action  it  has  thus  far  pursued. 

It  is  intimated,  and  is  probably  true,  that  the  corruption  which  is  more 
or  less  inseparable  from  such  protracted  contests  is  itself  a  principal 
agent  in  prolonging  hostilities  in  Cuba.  The  extortions  incident  to  fur- 
nishing supplies  for  the  troops,  the  hope  of  sharing  in  the  proceeds  of 
insurgent  or  alleged  insurgent  property,  would  of  course  be  put  an  end 
to  by  the  restoration  of  tranquillity.  These  must  be  powerful  agencies 
in  fettering  the  arm  which  ought  to  strike  home  for  peace,  for  order, 
and  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  citizen.    It  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  too. 
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that  the  saving  of  the  public  money  which  must  result  from  a  termina- 
tion of  the  conflict  would  alone  be  a  sufficient  incentive  for  a  patriotic 
government  to  exert  itself  to  the  utmost  for  that  purpose. 

Besides  a  measure  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  assurances  of  the 
speedy  termination  of  the  contest  in  Cuba,  we  have  been  assured  that 
extensive  municipal  reforms  would  be  introduced  in  the  colonies,  and 
that  their  government  would  be  liberalized.  Certainly  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, with  its  experience  of  the  past,  and  with  the  knowledge  which 
it  cannot  fail  to  have  of  the  tendencies  of  the  age,  can  never  expect 
peaceably  to  maintain  the  ancient  colonial  system  in  those  islands.  The 
abuses  of  that  system  press  heavily  upon  the  numerous  educated  natives 
of  the  same  race,  and,  if  not  reformed,  must  be  a  constant  source  of 
bitter  antipathy  to  the  mother  country.  The  repeated  assurances  of  the 
intention  of  the  government  to  abolish  slavery  and  to  grant  liberal  re- 
forms in  the  administration  of  the  island  are  admissions  by  Spain  of 
the  wrong  of  slavery,  and  of  the  existence  of  evils  which  need  reform, 
but  are  still  allowed  on  the  illogical  and  indefensible  ground  that  con- 
cession cannot  be  made  while  resistance  continues. 

A  nation  gives  justification  to  resistance  while  admitted  wrongs 
remain  unredressed ;  resistance  ceases  to  be  justifiable  when  no 
wrongs  are  either  admitted  or  alleged.  Redress  wrongs  and  resistance 
will  cease. 

Spain  is  too  great  a  power  to  fear  to  do  what  she  admits  to  be  right, 
because  it  is  asked  vehemently;  or  because  its  attainment  is  sought 
improperly,  she  need  not  apprehend  that  the  reforming  of  abuses  and 
of  wrongs,  which  she  admits  to  exist,  and  declares  herself  ready  to  cor- 
rect, will  be  attributed  to  an  unworthy  motive,  while  delay  in  removing 
admitted  wrongs  which  it  is  within  her  power  to  remove  places  her  in  a 
false  position,  and  goes  far  to  justify  and  to  attract  sympathy  to  those 
who  are  suiferers  from  the  unredressed  wrongs. 

Spain  itself  has  been  the  scene  of  civil  commotion,  but  prisoners 
taken  in  arms  have  not  been  put  to  death  as  they  are  in  Cuba,  nor  have 
amnesties  been  regarded  as  dangerous  in  the  peninsula  5  why  should 
they  be  so  regarded  in  the  colonies?  or  why  should  concessions  be  dis- 
honorable in  Cuba  that  are  not  so  considered  at  home!  The  suggestion 
that  they  would  be  is  the  offspring  of  the  selfishness  of  those  interested 
in  prolonging  the  contest  for  private  gain. 

A  just,  lenient,  and  humane  policy  toward  Cuba,  if  it  would  not  bring 
quiet,  and  order,  and  contented ness,  would  at  least  modify  the  judg- 
ment of  the  world  that  most  of  the  evils  of  which  Cuba  is  the  scene  are 
the  necessary  results  of  harsh  treatment,  and  of  the  maladministration 
of  the  colonial  government. 

You  are  aware  that  many  citizens  of  the  United  States,  owners  of 
estates  in  Cuba,  have  suffered  injury  by  the  causeless  seizure,  in  viola- 
tion of  treaty-obligations,  of  those  estates,  and  by  the  appropriation  of 
their  proceeds  by  those  into  whose  hands  they  had  fallen.  Though  in 
some  one  or  two  instances  the  property  has  been  ordered  to  be  restored, 
so  far  there  has  been  no  indemnification  for  the  damage  sustained.  In 
other  instances,  where  restitution  has  been  promised,  it  has  been 
evaded  and  put  off  in  a  way  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  just  resent- 
ment of  the  sufferers  and  of  their  Government,  whose  duty  it  is  to  pro- 
tect their  interests. 

The  decree  of  31st  August  last,  prescribing  regulations  for  the 
proceedings  concerning  sequestrated  property  in  Cuba,  so  far  as  it 
recognized  the  embargo  or  confiscation  of  the  property  of  those  charged 
with  complicity  iu  the  insurrection,  as  a  judicial  proceeding,  in  which 
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the  parties  are  entitled  to  be  fairly  heard,  may  be  regarded  as  a  con- 
cession to  the  frequent  remonstrances  of  this  Government,  as  well  as  to 
the  requirements  of  justice.  But,  unless  the  action  of  the  board  to  be 
constituted  under  that  decree  exhibit  a  very  different  measure  of 
promptness  and  of  activity  fi^m  that  which  has  been  given  to  the 
remonstrances  of  this  Government  against  the  proceedings  whereby  the 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  been  seized,  the 
organization  of  the  board  will  serve  only  to  increase  the  very  just  causes 
of  complaint  of  this  Government.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be 
allowed  to  become  the  means  or  the  excuse  of  further  procrastination, 
orof  delaying  beyond  the  extremest  limits  of  patience,  which  have  already 
been  reached,  the  decision  upon  the  many  cases  which  have  been  the 
subject  of  protracted  diplomatic  correspondence.  There  will  readily 
occur  to  you  several  cases,  which  need  not  be  specifically  enumerated, 
which  have  been  referred  backward  and  forward  between  Madrid  and 
Havana  to  the  very  verge  of  the  exhaustion  of  all  patience.  In  the 
mejtn  time  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  has  been  held 
in  violation  of  the  treaty  between  this  country  and  Spain. 

In  some  of  these  cases  you  have  been  promised  the  release  of  the 
embargo.  It  is  expected  that  the  tardy  redress  thus  promised  will  not 
be  further  delayed  by  any  alleged  necessity  of  reference  to  this  newly- 
constituted  board. 

It  is  hoped  that  you  will  present  the  views  above  set  forth,  and  the 
present  grievances  of  which  this  Government  so  justly  complains,  to  the 
government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  in  a  w^ay  which,  without  giv- 
ing offense,  will  leave  a  conviction  that  we  are  in  earnest  in  the  expres- 
sion of  those  views,  and  that  we  expect  redress^  and  that  if  it  should 
not  soon  be  afforded  Spain  must  not  be  surprised  to  find,  as  the  inevit- 
able result  of  the  delay,  a  marked  change  in  the  feeling  and  in  the 
temper  of  the  people  and  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Believing  that  the  present  ministry  of  Spain  is  in  a  suflSciently  con- 
firmed position  of  power  to  carry  out  the  measures  which  it  announces, 
and  the  reforms  which  have  been  promised,  and  to  do  justice  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  causes  of  our  w^ell-founded  complaints,  and  not  doubting 
the  sincerity  of  the  assurances  which  have  been  given,  the  United 
States  look  confidently  for  the  realization  of  those  hopes  which  have 
been  encouraged  by  repeated  promises  that  all  causes  for  estrangement, 
or  for  the  interruption  of  those  friendly  feelings  which  are  traditional, 
as  they  are  sincere,  on  the  part  of  this  Government  toward  Spain,  will 
be  speedily  and  forever  removed. 
I  am,  &c.^ 

HAMILTON  FISH 


No.  433. 

Mr.  Sickles  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  471.]  United  States  Legation  in  Spain, 

Madridy  November  12, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  some  interesting  infor- 
mation, respecting  slavery  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  recently  communi- 
catt^d  to  nieby  the  colonial  minister.    I  also  inclose  a  coi)y  of  a  private 
note  to  Mr.  Gasset,  pointing  out  the  importance  of  obtaining  periodiciil 
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returns  from  Cuba  as  a  means  of  ascertaining  how  far  tbe  emancipation 
act  of  1870  answers  its  avowed  purpose. 

I  transmit  also  a  copy  of  the  Gazette  containing  an  official  expression 
of  the  thanks  of  the  King  in  recognition  of  the  voluntary  manumission 
of  a  number  of  slaves  in  Porto  Rico.  It  is  due  to  the  present  cabinet 
to  state  that  it  has  inaugurated  this  method  of  giving  public  sanction 
and  praise  to«8uch  acts,  which  have  before  found  no  favor  in  the  eyes 
of  this  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

D;  E.  SICKLES. 
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[Inolosnre  B  in  No.  471.] 
PROVINCE  OF  PORTO  RICO. 

Slavery  returns  for  1870  and  1871. 


Domentic  servaiit« : 

Malea 

Females 

Field  hands : 

Males 

Females 

Without  occupation : 

Males 

Females 


Sbptemubr,  1871. 


Total. 


Totals: 

Males . . . 
Females . 


Total. 


July,  1872. 


Domestic  servants : 

Males , 

Females 

Field  hands : 

Males 

Females 

Without  occupation : 

Male« 

Females 


Total. 


Totals: 

Males  . . . 
Females . 


Total. 


2 

904 

81 

S 

1 

962 
3,677 

1,166 
3.758 

966 
200 

11,803 
8,127 

19.068 
8,336 

3,747 
3,699 

52 
77 

3,799 
3.776 

8,206 

24,697 

32,903 

4,217 
3,989 

12,816 
11,881 

17,033 
15.870 

8,900 

24.697 

32,903 

43 

88 

990 
3,287 

1.033 
33,75 

176 

108 

11,572 

8,079 

11,748 
8.180 

3,270  ' 
3,252  1 

92 
92 

3,362 
3,344 

6, 9:n 

24, 105 

31.043 

3,489 
3,448 

12,655 
11,450 

16, 144 
14,898 

6,937 

94,105 

31. 049 

COMPARISON. 


Census  1870. 
Census  Ipf71. 
Census  1872. 


39.903 
31, 042 


White  population,  1869-'70 346,  437 

Free  colored,  1869-'7» 970,822 


Census  1870  . 
Census  1871  . 


Difference. 


Census  1671  . 
Census  1879  . 


Difference. 


39,903 


6,166 


39,903 
31, 043 


1,861 


Maubid,  October  1, 1879L 
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Comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  slaves  in  this  provincej  as  shown  by  the  census  of  1872, 

and  that  of  1871. 


Depftrtments. 


Capital 

Arecibo 

Agnadilla 

Mayagiiez 

Ponce 

Gnayama 

Hamacao 

Total < 


Census 

Censns 

1871. 

1872. 

3,996 

3,825 

2,973 

2,801 

3,136 

3,033 

6,750 

6,323 

7,542 

7,238 

5.960 

4,728 

3,205 

3,093 

32,862 

31,041 

Decrease. 


171 
172 
103 
427 
304 
532 
112 


1,821 


Porto  Rico,  July  22,  1872. 

Note.— The  total  of  the  censua  of  1871  should  be  32,903  instead  of  32,862.  The  diflfer- 
ence  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  41  slaves  are  either  in  prison  or  in  the  almshouse. 
These  were  not  included  in  the  census,  their  names  not  appearing  in  the  register,  but 
only  as  emancipated. 


Table  shomng  the  number  of  slaves  who  on  the  ^Isi  of  December,  1871,  were  fugitives,  or  serv^ 
ing  out  sentence,  or  demandinig  civil  rights. 


U 

a 

3  . 

> 

•s 

S  J 

(«.<§ 

^ 

1! 

It 

^ 

u 

s-g 

g 

43 

£ 

45 

P 

^ 

1.  Capital 

84 

6 

135 

2.Arecibo          

42 
27 
112 

1 
2 
2 

43 

3.  Agnadilla 

29 

4.  Mayagilez 

114 

5.  Ponce - 

153 
52 

l.'»3 

6.  Guayama 

8 

69 

7.  Hunaacao 

106 

13 

110 

Total 

576 

45 

32 

653 

POBTO  KiCO,  July  22,  1872. 


Table  showing  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  slaves,  from  all  causes,  according  to  the  census  of 
September  1,  of  the  present  year. 

On  account  of  voluntary  manumission 553 

On  account  of  compulsory  manumission 40 

On  account  of  purchase  of  freedom. 38  " 

On  account  of  death 185 

Total * 516 

Porto  Rico,  July  ^,  1872. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  slaves  who,  according  to  their  cedulas,  have  attained  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years,  which  number  should  be  counted  as  a  decrease  in  the  rectification  of  the  cen- 
sus to  be  published  December  1,  of  the  present  year. 

Departments.  Slaves. 

1.  Capital 30 

2.  Arecibo 17 

=*• '"fi"'"*'"' •Tgi.izVd-b-GoOgl^ 
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Departments.  •  Slave*' 

4.  Majagiiez 23 

5.  Ponce 39 

6.  Guayama 40 

7.  Hamacao 2:J 

Total 177 

Porto  Rico,  July  22, 1872. 


Table  showing  the  amount  of  fines  imposed  on  account  of  violations  of  the  regulatioMtn 
regard  to  slaves  from  the  month  of  October y  1871,  up  to  date, 

PeseUs. 

On  acconut  of  offenses  committed  by  functionaries >^^ 

For  infraction  of  laws  and  regulations - 8,20'i 

Fines  remitted,  which  are  denoted 6,25il 

Amoant  of  fines  paid , 2,778 

Porto  Rico,  July  22,  1872. 

The  6,250  pesetas  which  appear  under  the  head  of  remitted  fines  are  a  fine  of  6,00<^ 
pesetas  imposed  upon  Dofla  Marciala  Sanchez  for  infraction  of  article  87  of  the  regula- 
tions concerning  slaves.  This  lady  not  having  the  means  to  pay  it,  and  there  being  no 
purchaser  for  the  four  negroes  who  were  taken  from  her,  they  were  set  at  liberty.  Tlic 
remaining  250  are  the  half  of  the  fine  imposed  upon  the  registi^ar  of  Ponce,  which 
was  remitted  from  motives  of  equity.  * 


Table  showing  the  decrease  from  all  causes^  as  shown  by  the  censit^  of  the  present  yeai'  compared 

tcUh  that  of  the  past. 


Departments. 

ij 

14 
52 

68 
6« 
190 
67 
38 

ll 

4- 

5 
5 

*24' 

u 

$ 

11 

13 
SO 

1 

"26" 
25 

1 

'9 
1 

P  ^ 

1       'J      , 

h  HI 

• 
Capital 

29 
44 

3-2 
45 
129 
84 
23 

69 
33 
2 

"26" 
79 
15 

41        lit  , 

Arccibo 

2        16       m  \ 
103  ^ 

Agnadilla 

290 1    A-r: 

Ponce 

126 '    m 

Guayama 

j    277        5:K 

Huinacao 

1      36        Ui 

1 

Total 

497 

34 

79 

386 

224 

2  {    786    2,008 

) 

POETO  Rico,  July  22, 1872. 

NoTB.— The  difference  which  is  observed  in  the  department  of  Ponce,  where  the  decrease  amonnts  to 
491,  whereas  it  should  be  304.  is  due  to  the  fact  that  by  transfers  from  other  places  the  roturns  of  the 

Srevious  year  were  increased  by  187,  which  added  to  7,542  forms  a  total  of  7,729,  from  which  if  we  At* 
uct  7,238,  the  figures  shown  by  the  returns  of  the  present  year,  there  is  a  difference  of  491,  which  is  the 
decrease  in  that  department,  the  real  decrease  in  the  number  of  slaves  being  182,  as  is  proved. 


flnclosure  C  in  No.  471.— Translation.] 

The  superior  civil  government  of  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  has  informed  this  minis- 
try that  the  owners  of  slaves  whose  names  appear  in  the  following  list  have  manu- 
mitted the  slaves  mentioned  in  the  same ;  and  His  Majesty  the  King  (whom  God  pre- 
serve) has  ordered  that  thanks  be  presented  in  his  royal  name  to  the  said  owners. 
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List  of  owners  icho  have  voluntarily  manumitted  slaves, 

Don  Ramon  Irizarry  y  Nazario,  his  slave  Monserrate. 

Dona  Margarita  Alers,  residing  in  Afkasco,  six  slaves  belonging  to  her. 

D.  Miguel  RodrigneZy  residing  in  Sabana  la  Grande,  his  slave  Jos<S  Dolores. 

D.  Josi  Antonio  Amaral,  his  slave  Maria  Domingo. 

D.  Francisco  J-.  Gonzalez,  of  La  Moca,  his  slave  Jnana. 

D.  Manuel  Solistra,  of  Aguadilla,  his  slave  Manuela. 

if.  Juan  Buz6,  of  Naguabo,  his  slave  Pedro. 

D.  Antonio  Arana,  of  Arecibo,  his  slave  Ignacia. 

Dofia  Belon  Torres,  of  Vega,  her  slave  Ana  Maria. 

D.  Ambrosio  Angler^,  of  San  German,  his  slave  Catalina. 

Doilo  Juana  E.  Goicoechea,  of  Qnebradillas,  her  slave.  Petrona. 

D.  Jnan  Ferrer,  of  San  German,  his  slave  Leonor. 

D.  Serafin  Noya,  of  Hnmacao,  his  slave  Natalia. 

D.  Pablo  J.  Curbelo,  of  Hatillo,  his  slave  Cleraencia. 

D.  Francisco  Prieto,  of  Ponce,  his  slave  Jacinto. 

D.  Bernardino  Fernandez  Sanjnrjo,  D.  Gabriel  Pitar  Cabrera,  and  D.  Maximo  de  los 
Santos  Gil,  their  slaves  Juliana  Arizabalo,  Adelina,  and  Carmen. 

D.  Eduardo  Quifiones,  of  San  German,  his  slaves  Enstaqnio,  Tom^,  Jos^,  Dolores, 
and  Carlos. 

Dofka  Maria  Asuncion  Vizcarrondo,  of  San  German,  her  slave  Fabras. 

The  nephews  of  Llera  ^  Isla,  of  Cayey,  their  slave  Sabiua. 

DoQa  Juana  Francisca  de  la  Fuente,  of  Arroyo,  their  slave  Marcelina. 

D.  Jaime  Iglesias,  of  Qnebradillas,  his  slave  Teodoro. 

D.  Josd  Maria  Nazario  and  the  Nazario  estate,  their  slave  Ramon  Gonzales. 

D.  Juan  B.  Isern,  of  the  capital,  his  slaves  Angel  and  Ramon. 

Dofia  Carlota  Colon,  of  Arecibo,  her  slave  Belen. 


[luolosure  D  in  No.  471  J. 

Mr,  Sickles  to  Mr,  Gassett 

Unofficial.]       *  United  States  Legation, 

Madiidy  November  11,  1872. 
Sm :  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  statistics  showing  the  particulars  of  the  slave 
population  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from  you  on 
Friday.  I  observe  that  the  returns  for  Cuba  are  for  1869,  while  those  for  Porto  Rico 
are  brought  down  to  1872.  Allow  mo  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  well,  in  order  to 
assure  yourself  of  the  faithful  execution  of  the  law  of  1870,  to  have  returns  annnally 
from  Cuba.  Deducting  all  bom  since  September,  1868,  and  those  who  passed  sixty 
years  of  age  after  July,  1870,  together  with  the  emancipadorsj  the  returns  from  Cuba 
for  1872  ought  to  show  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  slaves  as  compared 
with  1869. 

Sincerely  yours, 

D.  E.  SICKLES. 


No.  434. 

[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  November  23, 1872. 
Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington: 
Minister  of  state  put  in  my  bands  last  night  a  memorandum  of  the 
colonial  policy  of  the  cabinet  agreed  upon  this  week,  which  he  desired 
me  to  communicate  to  you ;  it  is  as  follows : 

RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED. 

First.  The  military  government  in  Porto  Rico  shall  be  replaced  by 
civil  authority,  an  important  personage  to  be  named  civil  governor,  the 
captain- general  confining  himself  to  functions  purely  military.-  t 

o 
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Second.  A  decree  shall  be  issued  establishing  in  Porto  Rico  the  mu- 
nicipal law  of  Spain,  with  sach  modifications  as  are  indispensable,  in 
conformity  with  which  free  towii  councils  and  officers  will  be  chosen. 

Third.  The  law  establishing  a  provincial  assembly,  of  which  yon  have 
a  copy  in  my  No.  168,  shall  be  put  in  full  and  exact  execution.  Here- 
tofore this  act  has  remained  inoperative  for  the  lack  of  town  officers. 

Fourth.  Slavery  shall  be  abolished  in  Porto  Rico.  To-day  the  ques- 
tion is  decided  in  principle,  and  it  only  remains  to  be  settled  whether 
the  emancipation  shall  be  immediate  or  gradual.  This  will  be  done  by 
]neans  of  a  bill  submitted  to  congress. 

Fifth.  These  reforms  are  the  fulfillment  of  the  pledges  made  by  the 
radical  party  to  public  opinion  in  Spain,  and  will  be  immediately  carried 
out  in  Porto  Rico,  where,  happily,  in  the  peaceful  condition  of  that 
island,  they  are  practicable;  and  in  so  doing  the  radical  party  gives  proof 
of  what  it  wiU  do  in  Cuba  as  soon  as  its  pacification  can  be  obtained. 

I  am  also  authorized  to  state  that  the  views  expressed  in  your  number 
two  hundred  and  seventy,  concerning  the  decree  of  August  last,  with 
reference  to  embargoed  estates,  are  accepted  without  reserve  by  the  min- 
ister of  state.  Instructions  in  this  sense  will  at  once  be  sent  to  Cuba, 
and  to  the  Spanish  legation  in  Washington.  I  am  satisfied  these  guar- 
antees are  offered  with  sincerity,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  President. 

SICKLES,   . 

Madrid. 


No.  435. 


Articles  ofanniMice  hettceen  Spain^  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  allied  republics^ 
Bolivia^  Chil%  Ecuador^  and  PerUy  on  the  other. 

The  mediation  of  the  United  States  having  been  offered  and  accepted 
toward  relieving  Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific  from  the 
technical  state  of  war  which  has  existed  since  the  hostilities  of  1866, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  for  this  purpose  conferred  full 
powers  upon  Hamilton  Fish,  Secretary  of  State. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  has  conferred  like  powers  on  Mauricio  Lopez 
Roberts,  knight  grand  cross  of  the  royal  Order  of  Isabel  the  Catholic; 
knight  grand  cross  of  the  Order  of  Christ  of  Portugal;  grand  officer  of 
those  of  the  Conception  of  Portugal,  and  of  Leopold  of  Belgium; 
knight  commander  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of  France;  superior  chief  of 
administration,  deputy  in  various  legislatures,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  Amadeo  I,  King  of  Spain,  to 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  President  of  the  republic  of  Bolivia  has  conferred  like  powers  on 
Colonel  Manuel  Freyre,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Peru  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  President  of  the  republic  of  Chili  has  conferred  like  powers  on 
Joaquin  Godoy,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
that  republic  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  President  of  the  republic  of  Ecuador  has  conferred  like  powers 
on  Antonio  Florcs,  a  senator  of  that  republic,  and  its  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary ad  hoc. 

And  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Peru  has  conferred  like  powers 
on  Colonel  Manuel  Freyre,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  that  republic  to  the  United  States  of  America.  And  the 
said  plenipotentiaries  having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  which  were 
found  in  due  and  proper  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 
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No.  323. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  584.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  15,  1872.    (Received  June  28.) 

Sib  :  The  capture  of  Monterey  by  the  government  troops,  which  I 
announced  in  a  recent  dispatch,  proved  but  a  momentary  triumph,  and 
that  city  was  evacuated  two  days  later,  as  a  consequence  of  the  defeat 
and  dispersion  of  the  main  army  under  Generals  Corella,  Ctirrillo,  and 
Zepeda. 

This  reverse,  at  a  moment  when  the  government  seemed  about  to 
crush  out  the  last  remains  of  the  insurrection,  is  as  unfortunate  as 
unexpected,  and  will  cause  a  delay  of  several  months  in  tlie  restoration 
of  peace.  It  is  not  easy  to  replace  the  forces  lost  in  the  action  of 
Monterey,  as  the  garrisons  left  in  the  capitals  of  the  interior  are  very 
small. 

General  Rocha  marched  from  Durango  against  Monterey  on  the  7th 
instant,  but  the  distance  is  so  great  that  considerable  time  must  elapse 
before  this  expedition  can  produce  its  results. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  324. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  585.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  25,  1872.  (Received  July  13.) 
Sir  :  On  the  occasion  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Romero  from  the  min- 
istry of  finance,  I  thought  it  due  to  the  valuable  services  he  has  rendered 
this  legation  to  address  him  a  complimentary  note,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  inclosed,  (A,)  together  with  that  gentleman's  reply  to  the 
same,  (B.) 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Incloaure  A.] 
Mr.  Xelson  to  Mr.  Eomero. 

Mexico,  June  14,  1872. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Romero  :  After  the  intimate  and  cordial  relations  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  maintain  with  you  for  more  than  three  years,  it  may  appear  superfluous  on 
my  part  to  say  anything  more  tlian  I  have  repeatedly  expressed,  in  acknowledgment 
of  your  constant  kindness,  manifested  in  innumerable  and  valued  services,  both  per- 
sonal and  official. 

I  cannot,  however,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  omit  to  avail  myself  of  the  occa- 
sion of  j'onr  retirement  from  the  high  office  ycm  have  filled  with  such  eminent  ability, 
to  assure  you  of  my  conviction  that,  if  my  humble  efforts  for  the  maintenance  of  un- 
varying friendship  between  our  respective  countries  have  been  attended  with  any 
measure  of  success,  it  is  to  you  that  I  am  chiefly  indebted  for  the  attainment  of  that 
cherished  aim. 

No  one  can  appreciate  better  than  myself  the  immense  labor  and  responsibility  to 
which  you  have  cheerfully  subjected  yourself  in  the  discharge  of  your  official  duties; 
and  I  am  confident  that  your  administration  of  the  Mexican  finance  department  haC 
28  F  R  .  o 
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formed  an  epoch  which  will  be  gratefully  commemorated  by  the  historians  and  patri-. 
ots  of  this  republic. 

I  regret,  exceedingly,  that  your  health,  debilitated  by  incessant  devotion  to  your 
country's  interests,  should  compel  your  separation  from  your  post ;  and  I  earnestly 
desire  that  frequent  occasions  may  still  be  afforded  me  t-o  manifest  the  very  high  con- 
sideration with  which  I  shall  ever  remain  your  sincere  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[loclosore  B.] 

Mr,  Romero  io  Mr,  Nehon, 

Mexico,  June  15, 1872. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Nef^on  :  I  thank  yon  very  much  and  very  sincerely  for  your  kind 
note  of  yesterday's  date.  I  retire  from  the  cabinet  with  a  most  pleasant  recollection 
of  my  association  with  yourself  during  a  period  of  more  than  three  years.  I  really 
wish,  for  the  welfare  of  Mexico,  for  the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations  between  onr 
two  countries,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  well-understood  interest  of  both,  that  the 
United  States  should  be  always  represented  in  Mexico  by  gentlemen  of  your  high 
attainments,  yonr  distinguished  talents,  and  your  friendly  disposition  toward  a  sister 
republic.  I  can  assure  you  that  all  the  members  of  the  last  cabinet  fully  appreciate 
your  merit  and  the  enlightened  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  your  official 
duties  in  this  capital. 

I  am,  very  sincerelv,  your  true  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 


No.  325. 

Mr,  Kelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  590.  J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  July  1,  1872.    (Received  July  19.) 

Sib:  No  important  change  in  the  military  situation  has  taken  place 
since  my  last  general  dispatch.  General  Hocha  lias  not  yet  arrived  at 
Saltillo,  and  the  rebels  occupy  the  same  positions  as  at  the  beginning  ot 
last  month. 

New  lines  of  telegraph  have  been  opened  between  Guadalajara  and 
San  Bias,  via  Tepic,  and  between  Merida  and  Camp^che. 

Great  insecurity  to  life  and  property  prevails  in  all  parts  of  the  repub- 
lic. The  fearful  crime  of  kidnaping  is  becoming  increasingly  frequent, 
and  the  latest  instance  has  caused  great  alarm  in  this  city.  Four  days 
ago  a  wealthy  Mexican  was  kidnaped  in  one  of  the  central  streets  of 
this  city.  His  captors  demanded  $109,000  for  his  release,  under  threat 
of  murdering  him,  and  no  effectual  step  has  yet  been  taken  to  detect 
the  criminals. 

Mr.  Joaquin  Ruiz  has  declined  the  ministry  of  justice,  and  no  new 
appointment  has  been  made. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  326. 
Mr.  Hale  to  Mr,  Nelson. 

No.  265.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  8,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  addressed  to  this 
Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  of  the  one  to  him 
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IVoiu  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  it  refers.  These 
have  been  occasioned  by  your  dispatch  557,  of  the  26th  of  April  last, 
relative  to  the  removal  of  Kickapoo  Indians  irom  Mexico  to  their  reser- 
vation in  the  United  States. 

I  am,  &c.,  ^ 

CHARfES  HALE, 

Acting  /Secretary. 


Mr.  Delano  to  Mr.  Hsh. 

Depaktment  of  the  Interior, 
Washington^  D.  C,  July  2, 1872.  (Keceived  July  3,  1872.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  trausinit  herewith,  for  your  informatiou,  a  copy  of  a  com- 
luiinicatiou  from  the  Com iuis8iouer  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  certain  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States,  which 
was  the  suhject  of  your  letter  ot  the  16th  May,  inclosing  to  this  Department  dispatch 
No.  557,  from  the  United  States  minister  to  Mexico,  and  in  which  you  requested  an 
expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  measures  proposed  for  effecting  the  removal  re- 
ferred to. 

Concerning  this  subject  I  will  state  that  the  views  expressed  by  the  Commissioner 
are  fully  sustained  by  the  Department ;  that  it  is  desired  that  these  Indians  return  to 
the  United  States,  and  another  effort  will  be  made  to  effect  this  object,  at  an  early  day, 
of  which  action  you  will  be  duly  advised. 
The  dispatch,  as  requested,  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Delano. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  June  15,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  a  communication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  of  date  the  16th  ulti- 
mo, inclosing  a  dispatch  of  26th  April  last  from  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Nelson,  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Mexico,  covering  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  from  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  of  that  republic  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  certain  Kickapoo  In- 
dians to  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  your  instruction  for  an  expression  of  the  views  of  this  Office 
thereon,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  deem  it  desirable  that  the  Indians  in  question 
should  return  to  the  United  States. 

Another  attempt  will,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  be  made  to  effect  such 
return  at  an  early  date,  of  which  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  be  duly  ad- 
vised. With  reference  to  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
of  Mexico,  that  at  the  next  effort  to  effect  the  removal  of  these  Indians  another  agent 
than  the  one  formerly  employed  be  sent  by  the  Government,  I  will  add  that  the  United 
States  Indian  agent  for  the  Kickapoos  in  Kansas,  who  was  sent  on  the  previous  mission 
referred  to  in  the  dispatch  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  report,  is  deemed  to  be  an 
eminently  proper  person  to  rc^present  the  United  States  in  the  matter.  The  papers  ai*e 
resi»ectfully  returned  herewith. 

Very  reepectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKER, 
•  Commissioned'. 


No.  327. 

Mr.  NeUon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  594.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  July  15,  1872.    (lieceived  July  31.) 
Sir  :  General  Rocha  arrived  with  his  army  at  Saltillo  on  the  6th,  and 
continued  his  march  against  Monterey  on  the  Sth  instant,  aided  by  the 
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forces  of  General  Eevueltas.  At  the  same  time  General  Ceballosadvane^nl 
upon  Monterey  from  the  Rio  Grande,  so  that  the  three  forces  should  have 
been  in  front  of  that  city  on  the  lOth  instant.  It  is  not  likely  that  they 
have  met  with  serious  resistance,  as  General  Trevino,  with  most  of  his 
troops,  has  retreated  toward  Piedras  Negras,  on  the  Kio  Grande.  It  is 
also  known  that  tlj^  insurgents  have  sent  commissioners  to  President 
Juarez  to  solicit  terms  upon  which  to  make  their  submission. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi  was  attacked  by  Pedro 
Martinez  at  the  head  of  a  few  hundreds  of  cavalry.  Ho  was  easily  re- 
[uilsed,  and  most  of  his  force  destroyed. 

In  Jalisco  the  news  is  extremely  favorable.  The  scattered  bands  un- 
der Galvan,  Lomeli,  Labastida,  and  others,  have  been  beaten  in  detail, 
and  the  leaders  forced  to  abandon  that  State.  In  Colima  an  attack  upou 
the  capital  has  been  repulsed.  Comparative  tranquillity  exists  in  most 
of  the  republic,  and  it  may  at  last  be  confidently  announced  that  the 
revolution  is  practically  at  an  end. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  328. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

:No.  595.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  16, 1872.    (Received  July  31.) 

Sir:  The  crime  of  kidnaping  wealthy  persons,  and  maltreating  them 
until  the  pfiyment  of  a  heavy  ransom  by  their  relatives,  was  introduced 
into  Mexico  during  the  civil  wars,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  gradually 
assumed  such  proportions  as  to  render  it  unsafe  for  proprietors  to  reside 
upon  their  estates,  even  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  large  cities. 
The  complete  extirpation  of  this  vast  evil  was  the  object  of  a  rigorous 
act  of  Congress,  three  years  since,  which  instituted  a  summary  trial 
and  immediate  execution  of  the  malefactors  guilty  of  this  crime,  which 
in  Mexico  has  received  the  singular  name  of  plagiarism,  {plagio,)  This 
law,  which  involved  the  suspension  of  some  of  the  constitutional  guar- 
.antees,  was  intended  to  last  but  for  a  single  year,  but  it  has  been  fonml 
necessary  to  renew  it  for  two  further  terms,  giving  rise  on  each  occasion 
to  heated  debates  in  Congress,  and  to  bitter  attacks  upon  the  Goveni- 
ment  for  alleged  abuses  of  the  law  for  the  persecution  of  political  ene- 
mies. 

Nevertheless,  during  the  disturbances  of  the  past  year  kidnaping  has 
increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  form  the  most  marked,  as  it  certainly 
is  the  most  repulsive,  characteristic  of  the  present  time.  It  is  alleged 
that  organizations  exist  in  this  city  for  the  direction  of  kidnaping:, 
under  the  names  of  "  Sociedad  Terrible''  and  '•  Italia  Rqja." 

This  crime  reached  its  culminating  point  in  June,  when  not  a  day 
passed  without  the  newspapers  being  filled  with  fresh  instances  of  kid- 
naping and  of  the  horrible  atrocities  perpetrated  by  the  bandits  upou 
their  victims.  The  alleged  indolence  of  the  government,  and  it^s  inca- 
pacity to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  became  the  daily  theme  of  the 
opposition  press. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo  Mr.  Juan  Cervantes,  a  wealthy  geu- 
tlenmn  belonging  to  the  old  Mexican  nobilit}',  dating  back  to  the  con- 
querors and  the  earlier  viceroys,  was  kidnaped  in  oue^f  thejCentrcil 
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streets  of  the  city,  on  his  return  from  the  theater.  The  enormous  sum 
of  $100,000  demanded  as  his  ransom,  the  distinguished  social  position 
of  the  victim,  and  the  fact  that  this  was  the  lirst  prominent  instance  of 
kidnaping  within  the  walls  of  Mexico,  created  an  intense  excitement,  mak- 
ing this  event  almost  the  exclusive  topic  of  public  interest  for  many  days- 
The  efforts  of  the  city  and  national  governments  to  discover  the  crim- 
inals were  tireless  and  far-reaching,  and  after  six  days  of  painful  sus- 
pense they  were  crowned  with  complete  success.  The  victim  was  found 
literally  buried  alive  in  one  of  the  suburbs,  and  the  principal  criminals, 
who  were  seized  in  flagrante  delicto^  were  shot  the  same  afternoon,  (the 
4th  of  July,)  near  the  scene  of  their  crime,  and  in  the  presence  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  spectators.  Others  of  the  malefactors  have  since  been 
apprehended,  and  some  of  them  sentenced  to  death.  The  leader  of  the 
band,  after  an  active  pursuit  for  many  days,  was  overtaken  some  thirty 
miles  in  the  interior,  and  being  wounded  in  the  affray,  he  committed 
suicide.  His  corpse  was  brought  to  this  city  and  exposed  to  public 
view. 

Large  numbers  of  persons  of  notoriously  evil  fame  have  been  arrested 
upon  suspicion,  and  are  to  be  expelled  from  the  republic.    The  energy 
displayed  by  Mr.  Tiburcio  Montiel,  the  governor  of  the  federal  district, 
has  won  the  applause  even  of  his  enemies. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  329. 

Mr.  Nel807i  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  597.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  July  16,  1872.     (Received  July  31.) 

Sir  :  By  letters  from  Mr.  J.  Ulrich,  our  consul  at  Monterey,  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection  in  the  Northern  States, 
Generals  Treviiio  and  Quiroga,  had  become  convinced  of  the  imjmssi- 
bility  of  their  success,  and  were  desirous  of  making  their  submission  to 
President  Juarez  upon  honorable  terms.  After  the  battle  near  Mon- 
terey, gained  by  those  generals,  they  secretly  dispatched  to  Mexico  a 
commission  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ignatio  Galindo,  Gregorio  Zambrano, 
and  Deputy  Villareal,  to  propose  terms  of  submission. 

The  two  former  of  these  gentlemen  brought  to  me  letters  of  introduc- 
tion from  Consul  Ulrich,  commending  them  as  pacific  and  influential 
citizens,  and  strongly  vouching,  upon  personal  knowledge,  for  the  good 
faith  of  Treviiio  and  Quiroga.  He  also  presented  many  weighty  rea- 
sons why  these  leaders  should  be  regarded  with  more  favor  than  the 
])rofessional  revolutionists  who  abound  in  other  parts  of  the  republic. 

Messrs.  Galindo  and  Zambrano  had  repeated  conferences  with  me, 
and  impressed  me  very  favorably.  Their  principal  proposal  was  that  the 
insurgent  leaders  above  mentioned  would  make  their  submission,  sur- 
render their  arms,  renounce  their  oflBcial  posts,  and  retire  to  private  life 
upon  a  guarantee  agtiinstany  trial  or  other  molestation  in  consequence 
of  the  part  taken  by  them  in  the  revolution. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  lend  my  unofficial  good  offices  to  these  gen- 
tlemen, not  to  make  any  recommendations  upon  the  subject  to  the  Mex- 
ican government,  but  to  aid  them  in  the  presentation  of  their  own  views, 
and,  incidentally,  to  communicate  some  important  data  derived  fipm 
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I  had  two  long  and  cordial  interviews  on  the  Rubject  with  Mr.  Lafra. 
gua,  who  verbally  laid  their  substance  before  the  President.  The  de 
cisiou  reached  by  tlie  government,  and  communicated  to  the  comniis* 
sioners,  is  that  tlie  only  guarantee  which  can  be  accorded  to  the  insur" 
gent  leaders  upon  their  submission  is  an  exemption  from  trial  by  mar' 
tial  law,  and  that  they  must  reside  in  the  places  designated  by  the  Presi" 
dent  and  be  responsible  before  the  civil  tribunals  for  all  damage  to 
private  property  committed  by  them  during  their  rebellion.     . 

President  «Tuarez  conveyed  to  me,  through  Mr.  Lafragua,  his  warm 
thanks  for  the  interest  I  had  taken  in  promoting  the  restoration  of 
peace  in  this  republic. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  330. 
Mr,  Kelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  599.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  24,  1872.     (Received  August  14.) 

Sir:  At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  the  inhabitants 
of  this  capital  w^ere  startled  by  the  roar  of  artillery,  followed  by  a  gnn 
each  quarter  of  an  hour,-  which  indicated  the  death  of  the  head  of  the 
government.  The  news  was  quickly  circulated  that  President  Benito 
Juarez  had  died  during  the  night.  No  intimation  of  his  illness  had 
prepared  the  public  for  this  calamity,  and  even  the  morning  papers 
contained  no  announcement  of  the  fact. 

It  was  subsequently  learned  that  Mr.  Juarez  had  been  ill  for  two  days, 
but  without  alarming  symptoms,  until  the  evening  of  the  18th,  wlieu 
another  attack,  similar  to  that  which  so  nearly  proved  fatal  to  him  in 
October,  1870,  was  developed,  and  he  died  at  half-past  eleven  the  same 
night.  He  had  received  the  usual  visits  of  his  ministers  on  the  day  of 
his  death,  and  had  dispatched  several  matters  of  business,  one  of  them 
being  a  subject  pending  with  this  legation  for  more  than  a  year.  Two 
or  three  of  his  cabinet  were  with  him  at  the  moment  of  his  death. 
General  Mejia,  minister  of  war,  proceeded  at  midnight  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court, 
on  whom  the  presidency  now  devolved,  and  that  magistrate  passed  at 
once  to  the  house  of  the  deceased,  adjoining  the  palace,  as  did  also  a  con- 
siderable number  of  other  authorities  summoned  tliither.  By  order  of  Mr. 
Lerdo  the  corpse  was  transferred  to  the  palace,  the  mortuary  certificate 
was  drawn  up,  in  the  presence  of  the  ministers,  and  the  process  of  em- 
balming immediately  begun.  The  new  President  requested  the  exist- 
ing cabinet  officers  to  continue  in  their  posts,  and  the  minister  of  war 
proceeded,  to  telegraph  to  the  authorities  throughout  the  republic  the 
news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez  and  the  accession  of  Mr.  Lerdo. 

During  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  permanent  deputation  of  con- 
gi*ess  met  to  receive  the  oath  of  office  from  Mr.  Lerdo,  and  to  provide 
for  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Juarez,  which  was  fixed  for  Tuesday,  the  23d 
instant.  Tlie  municipality'  and  other  corporations  assembled  for  the 
latter  object  passing  resolutions  in  honor  of  the  deceased,  and  appoint- 
ing orators  for  the  funeral. 

The  diplomatic  corps  made,  in  the  afternoon,  a  formal  visit  of  con- 
dolence to  the  new  President,  as  will  be  mentioned  in  another  dispatch. 
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According  to  law,  the  corpse  of  the  President,  when  com])letely  em- 
balmed, was  exposed  to  public  view  in  the  hall  of  embassadors.  It  is 
estimated  that  more  than  100,000  persons  went  to  the  palace  to  view 
the  body  of  President  Juarez.  The  funeral  was  magniticent,  beyond 
all  previous  example  in  Mexico.  The  procession,  which  started  from 
the  palace  at  9  in  the  morning,  occupied  more  than  two  hours  in  its 
transit  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city  to  the  cemetery  of  San 
Fernando.  The  streets  and  squares  were  densely  crowded  with  people, 
and  every  window  and  house-top  aftbrding  a  view  of  the  procession  was 
occupied.  Most  of  the  edifices,  public  and  private,  exhibited  badges  ot* 
mourning.  No  religious  ceremony  was  performed  at  the  funeral. 
Orations  were  pronounced  in  the  name  of  the  government,  of  the  per- 
manent deputation,  of  the  municipality,  the  press,  the  masonic  orders, 
and  several  other  corporations.  The  utmost  order  and  solemnity  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  proceedings,  which  were  participated  in  by  a  very 
large  part  of  the  population  of  this  city,  and  by  deputations  from  the 
nearest  States.  In  several  of  the  State  capitals  funeral  services  were 
performed  at  the  same  time,  and  in  others  at  a  later  date. 

The  municipality  of  Mexico  has  resolved  to  erect  a  statue  to  President 
Juarez  in  the  square  of  Santo  Domingo,  which  is  henceforth  to  bear  his 
name.  The  authorities  and  people  of  the  State  of  Oaxaca  petitioned  that 
the  body  of  the  President  might  be  buried  at  his  native  place  Ixtlan, 
now  called  "  Villa  Juarez."  Many  other  States  have  expressed  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late  President  by 
appropriate  demonstrations. 

The  attitude  of  the  press  has  been  notable.  All  the  papers  both  of 
this  city  and  of  other  parts  of  the  republic  appeared  in  mourning. 
Even  the  most  violent  organs  of  the  revolutionary  party  have  published 
eulogistic  articles,  and  have  refrained  from  discussing  politics  during 
the  interval  between  the  death  and  the  burial  of  President  Juarez:. 

I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a  note  from  the  minister 
of  foreign  aifiiirs,  announcing  the  death  of  the  President,  and  a  copy 
of  my  reply,  (C;)  also  a  copy  and  translation  (D  and  E)  of  the  offieial 
invitation  to  the  funeral,  and  a  copy  of  my  answer  (F)  accepting  the 
same. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure  B.— TranBlation.] 

Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  July  19, 1872. 

Sir:  With  profound  regret,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excenency  that  the 
citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  died 
yesterday,  at  half-past  11  in  the  evening. 

On  the  occasion  of  communicating  to  your  exceUency  this  sad  event,  which  win  also 
be  communicated  directly  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  have 
the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excelleucy  the  assurance  of  the  high  and  distinguished 
consideration  witli  which  I  am  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

M.  LAFRAGUA. 
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[Inclosnre  C] 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Lafragua. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mejcicoy  July  19,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  this  date,  in  which  your  excellency 
aunouuces  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico. 

The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  an  impartial  judgment  can  be  pronounced  upon 
the  remarkable  public  career  and  the  eminent  services  of  President  Juarez ;  but  I  cau 
assure  your  excellency  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  will  de- 
plore in  his  death  the  loss  of  a  tried  and  trusted  friend  among  the  heads  of  foreign 
governments,  and  that  the  American  people,  accustomed  for  along  series  of  years  to 
identify  the  success  of  President  Juarez  with  the  triumph  of  civil  liberty  and  enlight- 
ened reform,  will  mourn  the  decease  of  one  of  the  patriarchs  of  republicanism  in 
America. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  again  manifest  to  your  excellency  my  high  esteem  and 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[iDclosure  E. — Translation.] 

Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

Department  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexicoy  July  19,  1872. 
Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  acting  Pi'esident  of  the  republic,  I  have  the  honor  to  send 
herewith  to  your  excellency  the  letter  by  which  that  magistrate  invites  you  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  late  President,  the  citizen  Benito  Juarez. 

The  government  will  be  much  pleased  if  your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to 
be  present  at  the  ceremony,  along  with  the  employes  of  your  legation,  for  whom  I  also 
send  invitations  to  your  excellency. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  on  this  occasion  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  and  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


[InolosureF.] 

Mr.  Nelsofi  to  Mr.  Lafragua. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

M&tioo,  July  19,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  of  this  date,  with  which  your  excellency  was  pleased 
to  send,  by  request  of  the  acting  President  of  the  republic,  invitations  for  the  members 
of  this  legation  to  attend  the  funeral  of  President  Juarez  on  Tuesday  next. 

Thanking  your  excellency  for  the  kind  attention,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  comply 
with  this  invitation. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


No.  331: 

« 

J/r.  yeUon  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  600.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  24,  1872.     (Received  August  14.) 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  seventy-ninth  article 

of  the  Mexican  constitution,  Mr.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  chief  justice 

of  the  supreme  court,  took  possession  of  tlie  presidency,  ad  interim,  of 

this  republic,  immediately  after  the  death  of  President  Juarez.    His 
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accession  was  announced  to  me  by  a  note  from  the  ministry  of  foreign 
affairs,  of  which  I  send  a  copy  and  translation,  (xVand  B,)  together  with 
a  copy  of  my  reply,  (C,)  in  which  I  expressed  my  confidence  in  the  pru- 
dence, ability,  and  patriotism  of  the  new  President,  founded  on  his 
honorable  antetjedents. 

I  lost  no  time  in  calling  together  the  diplomatic  corps,  and,  by  previ- 
ous agreement,  we  were  received  by  the  new  President,  surrounded  by 
the  cabinet,  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  19th  Instant,  in  the  hall  of  embassadors  at 
the  palace.  The  hall  was  densely  crowded  with  spectators.  As  dean 
of  the  diplomatic  corps,  I  pronounced  a  brief  discourse  of  condolence 
for  the  loss  of  President  Juarez,  and  of  congratulation  to  the  new  chief 
magistrate,  (D.)  Mr.  Lerdo  replied  (E  and  F)  in  a  few  words  of  well- 
timed  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Juarez  as  "  author  of  the  reform  and  savior  of 
the  independence"  of  Mexico,  and  expressed  his  absolute  confidence 
in  the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations  with  all  the  foreign  nations 
represented  on  the  occasion. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Incloenre  B. — Translation.  | 

Mr.  Lafragxia  to  Mr,  Nelson. 

Departmknt  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mejcico,  July  19,  1872. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  exceUency  that,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
the  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  t^e  United  States  of  Mexico,  the 
citizen  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  the 
republic,  has  taken  possession  of  the  executive  power,  a  sconstitutional  President  ad 
interim^  in  accordance  with  the  prescriptions  of  the  national  constitution. 

The  government  of  Mexico  will  communicate  directly  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  this  event,  which  I  now  hasten  to  make  known  to  your  excel- 
lency. 

1  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  high  and  distin- 
guished consideration. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


[iDclosore  C.J 

Mr.  Xehon  to  Mr.  Lafragua. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  19,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  this 
date,  announcing  that  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  President  Juarez,  the  president 
of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  Mr.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  has  tak^  possession 
of  the  executive  power,  in  accordance  with  the  prescription  of  the  national  constitu- 
tion. 

The  prudence,  ability,  and  patriotism  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  as  demonstrated  by 
his  past  career,  atford  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  new  chief  magistrate  of  this 
republic  will  not  disappoint  the  high  expectations  formeil  of  him  as  the  constitutional 
successor  of  the  illustrious  Juarez. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  very 
high  consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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fincloanre  D.] 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  NELSON. 

Mr.  Prksident:  The  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  residing  in  Mexico  desire  to 
express  their  profound  sorrow,  in  view  of  the  sudden  death  of  that  illustrious  stat^'s- 
man  and  patriot,  Benito  Juarez,  late  President  of  this  republic. 

At  the  same  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  your  excellency  in  the  name  of 
the  diplomatic  corps  upon  your  succession  to  the  presidency,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  to  express  the  hope  and  confident  expec- 
tation that  your  wise  and  patriotic  administration  of  the  government  will  promote  the 
peace,  unity,  prosperity,  and  glory  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 


[Inclosure  F.— Tranalatiou.J 
REPLY  OF  PRESIDENT  LERDO. 

Gentlemen  :  In  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  in  my  own,  I  am  sincerely  grateful  for 
the  sentiments  that  animate  the  diplomatic  corps.  If  the  death  of  a  distinguished 
man  is  a  public  calamity,  a  proper  natne  can  scarcely  be  found  for  the  terrible  misfor- 
tune which  now  afflicts  the  Mexican  people.  As  the  author  of  the  reform  and  pre- 
server of  our  independence,  the  citizen  Benito  Juarez  has  elevated  himself  to  a  height 
that  cannot  be  measured,  even  by  a  seutimeut  of  the  warmest  and  sincerest  gratitude. 

I  am  also  very  sincerely  grateful  for  the  good  wishes  which  the  diplomatic  corps  has 
expressed  for  the  success  of  the  administration  over  which  I  am  about  to  preside, 
according  to  law,  and  during  which  the  friendly  relations  that  now  unite  the  republic 
of  Mexico  with  the  nation  you  so  worthily  represent  will,  undoubtedly,  be  main- 
tained. 


No.  332. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  601.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  July  26,  1872.  (Received  August  14.) 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  No.  262,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  iu  so  fai* 
as  relates  to  the  case  of  the  boat  of  the  American  war-steamer  Ossipee, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  from  Mr. 
Lafragua,  of  the  20th  instant,  (A  and  B,)  accompanied  by  a  copy  and 
translation  (C  and  D)  of  his  note  of  the  same  date,  to  the  ministry  of 
justice,  directing  the  delivery  of  the  said  boat,  in  its  present  condition, 
to  the  American  consul  at  La  Paz. 

I  will  add  that  the  satisfactory  decision  of  this  long-pending  ques- 
tion was  among  the  last  acts  of  the  late  President  Juarez,  it  having 
been  performed  on  the  day  of  his  death. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure  B.-— Translation.] 

Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr.  Sehon. 

Departmknt  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  July  20,  1872. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  excellency's  notes,  (lat«d  respectively  the  27th  of  March  and 
the  20th  of  September  of  last  year,  both  relating  to  the  loss  of  a  boat  from  the  war- 
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steamer  Ossipoe,  belonging?  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  Gulf  of  California, 
and  to  its  retention  and  sale  by  the  persons  who  found  it,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency,  as  the  result  of  the  statements  made  in  the  two  notes 
referred  to,  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  to-day  addressed  to  the  ministry 
of  Justice,  announcing  the  final  decision  upon  this  subject. 

Your  excellency  would  long  since  have  been  informed  of  the  decision  of  the  govern- 
ment in  this  matter,  if  the  great  distance  between  this  city  and  Lower  California  were 
not  notoriously  an  impediment  to  the  rapid  settlement  of  such  questions,  and  if  the 
ditUculty  had  not  been  incrca'^ed  in  the  present  instance  by  the  obstacles  presented  by 
the  American  consul  at  La  Puz,  who  refused,  contrary  to  law,  to  give  testimony  before 
the  district  judge  appointed  for  the  investigation  of  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  am,  &c., 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


[Inclosnre  D.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Lffragua  to  the  minister  of  Justice, 

Dkpaktmext  of  Foreigx  Affairs,  Section  of  America, 

Mexicoy  July  20, 1872. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Justice  :  In  reply  to  your  note  dated  the  24th  of  May  last,  in 
which  you  transmit  a  communication  from  the  district  judge  of  Sinoloa,  concerning  the 
investigations  made  in  ciinsequence  of  the  finding  on  the  coast  of  Lower  California  of 
a  boat  which  was  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  American  war-steamer  Ossipee,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic  instructed  me  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  said 
district  judge,  his  decision  that  th6  said  boat  be  delivered  to  the  American  consul  at 
La  Paz,  with  the  customary  formalities,  and  in  its  prcxsent  condition ;  since  Messrs. 
Hidalgo  &  Co.,  notwithstanding  the  early  claim  made  by  the  American  consul,  pro- 
reeded  to  repair  the  boat  aud  to  use  it  for  some  time,  knowing  that  their  title  was 
disputed,  the  American  consul  offering  to  pay  the  finders  their  proper  salvage;  and 
since,  although  the  consul  did  not  legally  prove  the'ownership  of  the  said  boat,  inas- 
much as  no  suit  at  law  was  carried  into  eftect,  it  is  nevertheless  easily  deducible  from 
the  statements  made  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico  that  it  really 
belongs  to  the  steamer  Ossipee,  of  the  American  Navy. 

Independence  and  Liberty! 

LAFRAGUA. 


No.  33;3. 

Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

Xo.  602.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  July  30, 1872.     (Received  August  14.) 
Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  aud  translation  (A  and  B)  of  a 
decree  of  amnesty,  issued  by  President  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  on  the  27th 
instant. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure  B.— Translation.] 
WAR   DEPARTMENT,  FIRST  HECTION. 

The  citizen  constitutional  President  ad  interim  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  ha« 
been  pleased  to  address  me  the  following  decree: 

**  Seba«tian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  constitutional  President  ad  interim  of  the  United  States 
of  Mexico,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof.     Know  ye  : 

"  That  in  nse  of  the  faculties  jjranted  to  the  executive  by  the  law  of  the  17th  of 
May  last,  I  have  thought  proper  to  issue  the  following  decree :  OoOqIc 
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*'  Article  1.  An  amnesty  is  grant<id  for  the  political  oft'ences  heretofore  committed, 
^vithout  excepting  any  person. 

*' Article  2.  All  persons  who,  for  such  offenses,  have  been  sentenced  to  any  penalty, 
or  are  now  on  trial,  shall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and  their  prosecution  shall  be 
relinquished. 

"  Article  3.  The  present  amnesty  leaves  intact  the  rights  of  third  parties. 

"Article  4.  The  persons  to  whom  this  amnesty  is  granted,  althongh  they  recover 
the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and  political  rights,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  re-instatement 
in  offices,  employments,  or  grades,  nor  to  payment  of  salaries,  pensions,  annuities,  or 
credits  against  the  treasnry,  of  which  they  are  now  deprived  by  law. 

**  Article  5.  The  persons  who  are  now  in  arms,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this 
amnesty,  must  present  themselves  to  the  proper  governors  or  political  chiefs  within 
fifteen  days  from  the  promulgation  of  this  law,  in  the  capitals  of  their  respective  4*8- 
tricts.  The  governors  or  political  chiefs  will  record  the  names  of  those  who  thus  pre- 
sent themselves  and  the  dates  of  so  doing,  informing  the  nunistry  of  war  thereof. 

"  Article  6.  Those  persons  who  were  excluded  from  the  amnesty  of  tho  14th  of 
October,  1H70,  as  having  been  lieutenants  of  the  so-called  empire,  or  generals-in-chief, 
who  deserted  to  the  invader  while  commanding  divisions  or  corps  of  the  army,  shall 
remain  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  and  fourth  articles  of  the  said  law  of 
amnesty. 

"  Wherefore,  I  order  the  above  decree  to  be  piinted,  published,  circulated,  and  duly 
obeyed. 

"  Given  at  the  national  palace  of  Mexico,  July  27,  1872. 

"  SEBASTIAN  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

"  The  Citizen  General  Ignacio  Mejia, 

"  Minister  of  War,  present" 

And  I  transmit  it  to  you  for  your  information  and  consequent  observance. 
Independence  and  Liberty! 

MEJIA. 

The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 

Mexico,  July  27 ,  1872. 


No.  334. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  603.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  July  30, 1872.     (Received  August  14.) 

Sir  :  I  inclose  berewith  a  copy  and  translation  (A  and  B)  of  an  in- 
teresting proclamation  issued  on  the  27tli  instant,  by  President  Lerdo 
de  Tejada,  in  which  he  gives  the  programme  of  his  provisional  admin- 
istration. 

As  will  be  seen,  he  begins  by  asserting  his  full  adherence  to  the  so- 
called  *'  laws  of  reform,"  which  destroyed  the  power  and  secularized  the 
property  of  the  Mexican  clergy. 

He  announces  a  decree  of  amnesty  of  the  most  ample  character^  and 
without  any  exceptions,  thus  enabling  the  actual  insurgents  to  partici- 
pate in  tho  coming  presidential  election ;  promises  speedily  to  termi- 
nate martial  law  in  the  States  lately  in  rebellion  ;  declares  that  he  will 
use  his  "  ample  faculties''  only  in  cases  of  extreme  emergency  ;  professes 
respect  for  the  "individual  guarantees"  and  the  liberty  of  the  press; 
and,  offering  toleration  to  all  political  opinions,  proposes  not  to  be  the 
chief  of  a  party,  but  of  the  nation. 

His  able  state  paper  has  been  received  with  general  favor  by  the  press 
and  by  public  opinion. 
1  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOK 
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[Inclosare  B.— Transljition.] 

Sebastian  Lordo  dc  Tejada,  constitutional  Presidont   ad  interim  of  the  United  States  o^ 

Mexico. 

Fellow-Citizens  :  The  unexpect^id  and  lamentable  death  of  the  illustrious  Presi 
dent,  Benito  Juarez,  a  culamity  which  clothes  the  entire  nation  in  mourning  and  pro- 
found despondency,  has  made  me  the  depository  of  the  executive  power  of  the  union 
for  a  brief  period,  in  accordance  with  law.  The  duties  of  my  transitory  administration 
are  indicated  by  the  declaration  which  I  made  before  the  permanent  deputation  of 
congress,  in  complete  harmony  with  my  sincerest  sentiments  and  my  most  intimate 
convictions.  A  profound  and  inviolable  respect  for  the  constitution  and  the  exact 
observance  of  the  laws  will  be  the  constant  rule  of  my  conduct,  as  well  to  fulfill  the 
soliimn  obligations  I  have  contracted  as  to  pui*8ue  the  only  i>ath  leading  to  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 

I  consider  it  an  especial  duty  to  provide  for  the  faithful  observance  of  the  "  laws  of 
reform,"  which  have  asserted  and  perfected  our  institutions.  Those  laws,  designed  to 
extirpate  the  chief  def.^cts  of  the  ancient  organization  of  our  society,  by  opening  our 
doors  to  a  prosperous  future,  have  proved,  in  their  application  and  development,  a 
remedy  for  the  most  complicated  evils,  and  a  triumphant  entrance  into  the  arena  of 
true  civilization.  In  addition  to  the  obligation  to  observe  and  cause  to  be  observe<l 
the  laws  of  reforyi,  my  zeal  to  prevent  their  infringement  will  be  increased  by  the 
conviction  that  they  constitute  the  most  solid  basis  of  our  political  and  social  organi- 
zation. In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  our  fundamental  code  for  the  contin- 
gency of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  I  considered  it 
highly  proper  that  the  first  of  my  acts  should  be  to  initiate  the  decree  for  a  new  elec- 
tion, which  has  to-day  been  promulgated.  In  it  the  rights  of  the  people  will  be  justly 
respected,  assuring  and  protecting  without  hinderance  or  restriction  of  any  kind  the 
amplest  freedom  of  suffrage.  All  citizens,  all  parties,  will  enjoy  complete  liberty  of 
action  at  the  polls,  and  the  result  should  therefore  be  recognized  as  the  genuine  ex- 
pression of  the  popular  will. 

Imbued  with  this  sentiment,  I  have  judged  it  my  duty  to  publish  this  day  a  decree 
of  amnesty  for  political  offenses  hitherto  committed,  without  any  exception.  The  prin- 
ciple efforts  of  the  insurgents  having  already  been ,  suppressed,  an  amnesty  may  be 
granted  without  incurring  suspicion  of  contempt  for  law  or  weakness  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities.  This  amnesty  responds  to  the  general  anxiety  foi*  the  pacification  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  deeply  rooted  convictions  of  all  who  contemplate  the  frightful 
disasters  wrought  by  anarchy  and  the  ruin  which  is  the  consequence  of  civil  war.  At 
the  outset  of  a  new  electoral  contest  an  amnesty  is  the  only  means  to  prevent  any 
from  being  de]>rived  of  the  right  to  vote,  or  of  the  suffrages  given  in  their  favor.  I 
have  thought  that  I  rould  not  make  abetter  use  of  the  faculties  granted  to  the  execu- 
tive, and  that  if  unfortunately  any  persons  should  still  choose  to  afflict  their  country 
with  the  plague  of  war,  and  thus  render  necessary  a  new  exertion  of  force  to  subdue 
them,  public  opinion  will  recognize  that  the  executive  has  been  sincerely  desirous  to 
omit  no  eflfort  to  obtain  the  supreme  blessing  of  peace,  and  to  afford  every  guarantee 
for  electoral  liberty. 

With  these  important  objects  is  involved  a  grave  question  concerning  the  States  now 
under  martial  law.  Present  circumstances  being  favorable  iu  the  majority  of  in- 
stances, the  executive  will  scrupulously  endeavor  to  avoid  the  continuance  of  this 
abnormal  situation,  except  where  compelled  by  the  absolute  default  of  the  constitu- 
tional authorities,  until  newly  elected,  or  where  it  is  rendered  indispensable  by  the 
imperious  necessity  of  the  re-establishment  of  peace. 

The  executive  being  invested  by  the  congress  of  the  Union  with  ample  faculties, 
they  will  only  be  employed  in  extreme  cases,  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  a 
]»ressing  necessity.  The  executive  desires,  above  all,  not  to  be  compelled  to  use  them 
so  as  to  affect  any  of  the  individual  guarantees. 

Respect  foi  tlu'se  guarantees  cannot  be  exaggerated.  The  highest  of  them,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  which  protects  and  guards  the  rest,  will  be  held  as  inviolable  by  me, 
as  it  was,  without  any  exception,  during  the  long  period  I  served  as  minister  of  the 
illustrious  President  whose  loss  we  deplore.  If  the  liberty  of  the  press  ought  never 
to  be  subjected  to  any  restriction,  still  less  should  it  be  restricted  during  an  electoral 
struggle.  The  best  corrective  for  the  excesses  committed  by  the  press  is  the  press 
itself,  the  enlight<'ucd  and  free  echo  of  all  opinions  and  of  all  parties.  In  adminis- 
trative matters  I  shall  strive  to  enforce  the  principles  of  law  and  order.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  nmke  all  the  reductions  which  the  poverty  of  the  treasury  demands.  In  appoint- 
ments to  office,  I  shall  seek  only  honesty,  capacity,  and  fitness.  I  shall  retain  the 
present  em  ploy  r^s  who  unite  these  qualities,  without  cherishing  prejudices  against  any 
one,  whatever  may  have  been  his  political  antecedents.  In  the  exercise  of  supreme 
power,  I  will  not  i)e  the  organ  of  a  jKilitical  circle,  but  the  representative  of  the  entire 
nation.  I  will  not  be  the  chief  of  a  party,  but  the  impartial  and  dispassioniite  execii- 
lor  of  the  law.  Digitized  by  GOOg  IC 
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When  the  elections  shall  have  taken  place,  and  the  representatives  of  the  nation 
Jihall  have  declared  who  is  the  people's  choice,  I  shall  consider  it  an  honor  to  deliver 
to  him  the  government,  thus  proving  my  complete  submission  to  the  sovereign  will 
of  the  country,  surrendering  the  deposit  conlided  to  me  by  the  constitution. 

My  acts  will  answer  for  the  sincerity  of  my  sentiments,  and  1  shall  be  careful  not  to 
make  any  variation  from  the  principles  now  stated,  so  that,  at  the  end  of  my  short 
administration,  1  may  merit  the  testimony  of  my  fellow-citizens  that  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  do  my  duty. 

SEBASTIAN  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mexico,  July  27, 1872. 


No.  335. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

Xo.  272.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  31, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  th%  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  under  date  of  yesterday,  and  of  the  communication  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  relative  to  twenty- 
one  captive  Apache  Indian  children  now  understood  to  be  in  Mexico, 
whose  return  to  their  tribe  has  been  stipulated  for  by  General  Howard 
on  behalf  of  this  Government.  You  are  requested  to  inform  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  that  it  is  expected  that  no  obstacle  to  the  return  of 
the  children  will  be  interposed,  and  that  the  Mexican  authorities  will 
])romot«  that  object  by  all  proper  means. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretai-y. 


[Inclosure.] 

Mr.  Delano  to  Mr.  Fish, 

Department  of  thk  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  30,  1H72.     (Received  July  31.) 
SiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  traoBinit  herewith,  for  your  iufonnation,  copy  of  a  comraa- 
iiicatioi)  from  the  Coraniissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  26th  inetaut,  in  relation 
to  the  captivity  of  twenty-one  Apache  ludiau  children,  who  were  taken  captive  at  the 
time  of  the  Camp  Grant  massacre  in  April,  1671. 

General  Howard  having  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  the  return  of  the«« 
rhihlren  to  their  trihes,  and  the  propriety  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioiier 
hring  approved  by  the  President  as  well  as  this  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
vito your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  respectfully  to  reiuest  that  you  take  such  stepe 
a8,  in  your  judgment,  may  be  deemed  proper  and  advisable,  to  inform  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities of  the  views  of  this  Department  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Delano. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  July  26, 1872. 
6ih:  I  deem  it  my  dutv  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  mattei^f  the 
captivity  of  a  number  oi  Apache  Indian  children,  taken  from  their  parents  and  their 
tribe  in  the  attack  made  by  a  party  consisting  of  white  citizens  of  Tucson,  Mexicans, 
and  Papago  Indians,  upon  a  party  of  Apache  Indians,  near  Camp  Grant,  Arizona 
'IVrritory,  in  April,  1871. 
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The  general  facts  of  that  outrage  have  been  fully  communicated  to  the  Department. 
I  need  now  but  refer  to  the  capture  of  the  children  on  that  occasion.  It  has  been 
reported  that  twenty-nine  of  these  were  carried  away  by  the  attacking  party.  From 
jM^rsons  most  interested  it  has  been  ascertained,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  OflSce,  that 
two  of  the  children  escaped,  and  succeeded  in  returning  to  friends,  and  that  of  the 
remainder,  six  who  were  with  citizens  in  Arizona  have  been  returned  to  Camp  Grant, 
to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Indians.  The  twenty-one  remaining  unaccountea  for  are 
reported  to  be  in  Sonora,  Mexico,  and  to  be  held  in  bondage  by  citizens  of  that  country. 

Humanity  and  justice,  as  well  as  wise  policy  in  regard  to  the  management  of  Indian 
jiftaire  in  Arizona,  I  respectfully  submit,  demand  that  prompt  steps  be  taken  by  the 
Government  to  obtain  the  recovery  of  these  twenty-one  captives,  for  restoration  to 
the  Indians  from  whom  they  were  forcibly  taken. 

General  Howard  promised  the  Indians  the  return  of  the  children,  and  pledged  the 
faith  of  the  Government  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  With  a  view  to  the 
fulfillment  of  that  promise,  and  to  answering  the  natural  and  just  expectations  of  the 
Indians,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Department  of 
Srat«,  that  the  necessary  representations  may  be  addressed  to  the  department  of  for- 
fMgn  ntfairs  for  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKER, 

Commisaioner. 


Ko.  336. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  607.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  31,  1872.  (Received  August  14.) 
Sir  :  The  only  subject  upon  which  public  interest  has  been  centered 
since  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez,  has  been  the  political  consequences 
likely  to  ensue  from  the  suddeo  accession  of  Mr.  Lerdo  to  power.  The 
tirst  acts  of  his  anticipation  have  been  awaited  with  a  feverish  impa- 
tience, in  order  to  cast  the  horoscope  of  the  future.  Fortunately  the 
new  chief  magistrate  has  responded  to  the  demands  of  the  situation  in 
a  manner  which  justifies  the  brightest  anticipation.  His  first  admin- 
istrative act  after  requesting  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Juarez  to  continue  in 
office,  was  to  address  the  permanent  deputation  of  congress,  soliciting 
that  the  period  for  a  new  presidential  election  be  immediately  designa- 
ted. This  was  done,  the  primary  elections  having  been  fixed  for 
October  13,  and  the  secondary  for  October  27.  During  the  customary 
nine  days  of  mourning,  Mr.  Lerdo  refrained  from  taking  any  step  to 
indicate  his  future  course,  and  meanwhile  the  press  and  the  public 
were  busily  employed  in  projecting  cabinets  and  platforms.  On  the 
27th  instant,  Mr.  Lerdo  published  the  proclamation  and  the  decree  of 
amnesty,  which  have  been  sent  with  other  dispatches,  and  which  have 
l>rodnced  the  most  favorable  effect.  Only  one  paper,  the  organ  of  the 
revolutionary  party,  has  failed  to  applaud  the  spirit  manifested  by  Mr. 
Lerdo.  The  speedy  pacification  of  the  republic  is  now  regarded  as 
(certain,  and  Mr.  Lerdo,  having  obtained  power,  not  as  the  chief  of  a 
party,  but  by  a  constitutional  provision,  is  justly  regarded  as  the  only 
l>ei'8on  capable  of  effecting  a  reconciliation  of  all  parties. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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No.  337. 

Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr,  NeUon. 

l^o.  273.]  Department  of  State, 

WasJiington^  Atigust  i,  1872. ' 
SiE :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  dispatch  No.  81,  of  tbe  21st  ultimo,  ad- 
dressed to  tbis  Department  by  Mr.  William  Scbuchardt,  commercial 
agent  of  tbe  United  States  at  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico.  It  appears  fix)m 
tbis  paper  tbat  one  Abrabam  Gonzalez  was  recently  kidnaped  in 
United  States  territory  and  taken  into  Mexico  by  one  Pedro  A.  Valdes, 
wbo  is  understood  to  be  an  officer  in  tbe  military  service  of  that  repub- 
lic. You  will  lose  no  time  in  making  a  representation  upon  tbis  subject 
to  the  Mexican  government.  You  will  demand  the  return  of  Gonzalez, 
and  say  tbat  it  is  expected  that  Valdes  will  be  made  sensible  of  tbe 
displeasure  of  bis  government. 
1  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary. 


[Inc)o8ure.J 
Mr.  Schuchardt  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

No.  81.]  Commercial  Aiiency  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Piedras  Negras,  Mexico^  July  21,  1872. 
Sir  :  Compelled  by  the  circumstances,  and  called  on  by  a  distressed  family  to  act 
without  delay  in  the  below-described  case,  I  had  the  honor  to  s^ndto  the  Department 
the  following  telegram,  through  the  agency  of  the  postmaster  at  Sau  Antonio,  Texas  : 

United  JStatks  Commercial  Agency, 

Piedras  Negras,  Mexico,  July  21,  1872. 

Honorable  Second  AssistoHt  Secretary  of  Stule^  Washington,  J).  C  : 

Abraham  Gonzalez  kidnapped,  in  United  States  territory,  by  Pedro  A.  Valdes,  now 
occupying  Laredo,  Mexico.  Instructions  to  commander  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  Laredo, 
Texas,  respectfully  requested  to  demand  person  and  property  of  Gonzalez  from  Valdes, 

WM.  SCHUCUARDT, 
United  States  Commercial  Agent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Rafael  Gonzalez,  the 
brother  of  Abraham,  who  was  kidnapped,  and  translation  of  said  letter.  This  is  the 
second  time  that  Pedro  A.  Valdes,  since  he  is  a  refugee  in  the  United  States,  organized 
expeditions  in  that  country  to  invade  Mexico  for  the  purpose  to  commit  depredations 
in  the  defenseless  villages  of  this  country,  and  he  seems  to  think  that  he  can  violate 
the  laws  with  impunity  of  the  country  which  gave  gave  him  an  asylum,  and  under 
whose  flag  he  returns  for  protection  when  he  comes  back  from  his  raids  into  Mexico. 
Most  of  the  men  who  composed  his  command  when  he  evacuated  this  place  are  a 
scourge  for  this  Texas  frontier. 

On  May  27,  while  Valdes  was  prisoner  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  for  violation  of  the 
neutrality  laws,  and  enticing  United  States  soldiers  to  desert,  a  party  of  his  followers 
organized,  in  Eagle  Pass,  Texas,  an  expedition,  crossed  over  to  Mexico,  and  com- 
mitted depredations  in  the  villages  of  this  district.  These  men  had  in  their  possession 
seven  horses,  which  were  stolen  from  a  ranch  on  the  Texas  side  on  the  26tu  of  May, 
together  with  a  number  of  mares  and  colts.  The  herder  of  these  animals  was  mur- 
dered on  the  2r)th  of  May,  which  acts  were  attributed  to  ludiaus,  but  the  direction  of 
the  tracks  of  the  stolen  horses,  which  wore  followed  by  the  owners,  did  not  confirm 
the  idea  that  Indians  had  committed  thevse  crimes,  but  rather  that  these  roaming  Mexi- 
cans, who  call  themselves  exiles,  despise  honest  work,  and  have  no  means  to  supporD 
themselves,  had  committed  them. 
I  am,  &c., 

WM.  SCHUCHARDT. 
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tbe  Burvoy  shall  be  transmitted  and  corrected  as  above  stipulated  for  the  charts  and 
descriptions  of  the  district  surveys. 

$  33.  The  district  director  shall  diligently  care  for  that  forests  and  quicksand  fields 
under  his  management,  barren  but  intended  to  bear  forests,  become  as  soon  as  possible 
^y  proper  means  a  woodlaad,  observing  in  planting  trees  not  to  use  any  more  expen- 
sive mode  than  is  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

$  34.  When  felling  is  to  be  done  on  public  forests  managed  by  the  district  director, 
or  otherwise  than  for  household  purposes  on  other  commou  forests,  the  district  director 
shall  himself  mark  the  trees  that  may  be  felled  and  superintend  the  prescribed  marking 
of  the  same.  In  stamping  the  trees,  the  foot  of  the  trunk,  as  well  as  at  a  man's  height, 
is  provided  with  the  crown-stamp,  consisting  of  a  royal  crown,  and  below  the  same  the 
two  last  ciphers  of  the  year  when  the  tree  is  marked ;  the  stamp-iron,  which  is  kept 
by  the  district  director,  shall  never  be  used  but  in  his  presence. 

$  35.  If  crown-parks,  quicksand  fields  belonging  to  the  Crown  upon  which  the  com- 
munity or  private  persons  are  entitled  to  fell  trees,  or  if  forests  belonging  to  dwelling- 
places  (official  residences)  which  are  managed  by  the  district  director,  and  where  the 
dweller  is  entitled  to  wood  for  household  purposes,  are  surveyed,  the  district  director 
shall  during  the  survey  suitably  mark  out  the  trees  which  may  be  felled  by  the  dweller 
or  those  entitled  to  fell  trees  and  give  them  a  list  of  the  same  free  of  charge.  The 
district  director  shall  also,  w^here  surveying  a  common,  transmit,  freeof  charge,  a  list  of 
the  trees  which,  having  been  marked,  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  administration  of  the 
-common.  Timber-trees  intended  for  sale,  and  which  are  marked  on  crown-parks,  quick- 
sand fields  belonging  to  the  Crown,  or  on  such  forests,  belonging  to  dwelling-places,  the 
yield  of  which  entirely  or  to  a  certain  part  shall  go  to  the  exchequer  or  the  salary 
funds,  shall  during  the  survey  be  divided  by  the  district  director  in  certain  lots,  eacn 
separately  numbered.  The  timber-trees  already  sold  when  being  marked,  which  is  the 
•case  with  crown-parks  and  crown-lands  in  the  Isens  of  Ropparberg  and  Norrland,  shall 
during  the  survey  be  suitably  divided  by  the  district  director  in  separate  tracts,  which 
are  assigned  to  the  purchaisers,  thereby  observing  that,  when  several  persons  have 
purchased  timber  within  the  same  tract,  equal  advantages  as  far  as  it  is  possible  in 
regard  to  communication  are  given  to  the  respective  parties. 

$  36.  All  surveys  uecessarv  within  the  "  rivier  "  shall  also  be  so  arranged  by  the  district 
director  that  they  are  finished  every  year,  if  possible,  before  the  1st  of  October ;  and 
the  time  for  each  survey  when  made  on  account  of  the  commune,  or  on  forest  from 
which  the  sale  of  timber  will  be  made  during  the  year,  or  already  has  been  made  for  the 
account  of  the  exchequer  or  the  salary  funds,  shall  by  the  care  of  the  district  director  be 
published  in  the  church  of  the  parish  or  parishes  within  which  the  forest  is  situated, 
in  the  laens  of  Kopparberg  and  Norrland  at  least  fourteen  days,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom  at  least  eight  days,  before ;  but  if  any  other  common-forest  is  to  be  sur- 
veyed, shall  the  district  director,  within  the  time  specified,  inform  the  respective  party 
who  has  requested  the  survey  of  the  time  for  the  same. 

$  37.  In  regard  to  proposing  to  His  Royal  Majesty's  governor  of  province  the  mark- 
ing  of  timber  on  crown-parks  and  crown-lands  in  the  Isens  of  Kopparberg  and  Norrland, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tne  district  director,  with  regard  to  his  **  rivier,"^to  observe  the 
regulations  in  the  case  stipulated  for  the  respective  forest  officers.  Again,  in  regard 
to  crown-parks  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  quicksanddelds  belonging  to  the  Crown, 
and  the  forests  which  belong  to  dwelling-places,  the  yield  of  which  coes  either 
altogether  or  to  a  certain  part  to  the  exchequer  or  the  salary  funds,  tne  district 
director  shall  every  year  before  the  end  of  October — marking  having  been  done — 
transmit  to  His  Royal  M^esty's  governor  of  province  an  account  of  the  timber  which 
for  the  year  may  be  sold  firom  such  forest ;  and  this  account,  upon  which  His  Boyal 
Majesty's  governor  of  the  province  shall  base  the  publishing  of  the  auction-sale,  must 
be  made  out  according  to  forms  approved  of  by  the  forest  administration,  and  besides 
contain  the  proposal  of  place  and  time  for  the  sale.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
district  director,  in  regard  to  the  forests  within  the  "  rivier,"  mentioned  in  this  section, 
with  the  exception  of  forests  belonging  to  dwelling-places,  managed  by  the  dwellers, 
to  annually,  within  the  month  of  April,  report  to  His  Royal  Majesty's  governor  of  pro- 
vince the  quality  of  grass  or  pasture  which  may  be  got  from  the  said  forests. 

^  38.  The  district  director,  or  the  officiating  extra  district  director,  or  forester  shall 
be  present  at  the  auction-sale  of  timber,  grass,  or  pasture  from  the  forests  mentioned 
iu  this  foregoing  section,  in  order  to  give  necessary  information. 

<3  39.  Forest  plants,  seeds,  and  other  similar  forest  products  of  less  importance  may, 
without  injury  to  the  forest,  be  taken  from  the  same  and  sold  by  the  district  director 
managing  the  forest ;  he  shall,  however,  respectively  account  for  the  returns.  ^  Unlaw- 
fully felled  timber,  which  has  been  seized^  shall  be  reported  for  sale  to  His  Royal 
Majesty's  governor  of  province.  If  the  amount  of  such  timber  is  small  or  difficult  to 
guard  until  an  auction  of  the  same  has  taken  place,  through  the  care  of  His  Ro^ftl 
Maiesty'd  governor  of  province,  the  district  director  may  request  the  nearest  sheriff  to 
sell  the  same. 

<S  40.  In  regard  to  felling  and  carrying  away  of  timber  and  other  forest  products  8old> 
39  F   R  '  o    ^ 
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from  pnblic  forebts,  the  district  director  shall,  either  in  marking  or  otherwiBe,  give 
BQch  iDBtmctions  which  are  necessary  for  the  guarding  or  control  of  the  same. 

4  41.  The  district  director  shall,  every  year,  before  the  Ist  of  October,  transmit  to 
the  forest  administration  two  copies  of  a  project  to  forest  cultivation  or  other  work,- 
which  on^ht  to  be  done  during  the  coming  year,  of  forests  managed  by  him,  as  well  as 
a  calculation  of  the  cost  of  such  work,  for  which  cash  is  required. 

$  42.  After  the  project  and  estimate  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  have  been 
examined  by  the  forest  administration  and  the  decision  of  the  administration  has 
been  made  known  to  the  district  director,  the  latter  shall  see  that  the  works  approved 
of  by  the  forest  administration  are  executed  ;  and  ho  shall,  in  regaid  to  crown-parks 
within  the  "  rivier"  quicksand  fields  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and  such  forests  which, be- 
longing to  dwelling-places,  are  managed  by  hiui,  draw  and  receive  in  advance  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  la^n,  the  funds  necessary  for  these  works,  according  to  the  regula- 
tions stipulated  for  this  purpose  by  the  forest  administration. 

^  43.  The  district  director  shall,  separately  for  each  forest,  account  for  not  only  the 
funds  he  shall  receive  toward  the  expenses  for  the  care  of  the  forests  managed  by  him, 
or  for  other  purposes,  but  also  for  all  the  forest  products  delivered  from  the  said  for- 
ests, as  well  as  such  forests  belonging  to  the  dwelling-places  within  the  **  rivier,"  which 
are  not  managed  by  him  and  of  which  a  part  of  the  income  goes  to  the  exchequer. 
The  district  director  shall,  therefore,  according  to  the  rules  issued  by  the  forest  admin- 
istration, keep  requisite  books,  and  every  year,  before  the  1st  of  April,  transmit  to  His 
Royal  Majesty^s  governor  of  province  proper  accounts,  based  upon  the  same,  for  the 
past  calendar  year,  these  accounts  to  be  accompanied  by  respective  vouchers,  and 
transmitted  in*  two  copies,  with  the  exception  of  the  accounts  which  embrace  forest 
products  delivered  from  such  forests,  of  which  either  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  in- 
come shall  go  to  the  exchequer,  of  which  only  one  copy  is  required,  all  timber  to  be 
entered  by  cubic  foot,  heavier  timber  by  the  piece,  fuel  and  fencing  in  cords  of  100 
cubic  feet  or  loa<ls  of  3i^  cubic  feet,  and  smaller  timber  in  numbers  of  hundred  and 
twenty. 

$  44.  The  district  director  shall,  besides,  with  regard  to  such  forests  belonging  te 
dwelling-places  within  the  "  rivier,"  which  are  not  mauaged  by  him,  and  the  greater  or 
smaller  part  of  the  income  of  which  goes  to  the  exchequer  or  some  salary  funds,  ex- 
amine the  accounts  of  the  expenses  for  the  management  of  such  forests,  and  which  ac- 
counts are  transmitted  to  him  by  the  respective  owners  of  the  forests. 

{  45.  In  regard  to  dwelling-places  within  the  "  rivier,"  assigned  to  foresters,  the  dis- 
trict director  shall  wat<;h  over  that  the  same  are,  in  regard  to  buildings  and  cultivation, 
properly  managed  and  maintained. 

$  46.  At  the  instance  of  His  Royal  Majesty's  governor  of  the  province,  the  district 
director  shall  assist  at  surveys  and  examination  of  dwelling-places  and  other  puhhc 
farms,  and  at  explorations  for  ascertaining  if  surplus  lands  are  suitable  to  be  ret-aincd 
as  crown-parks;  also  to  explore  quicksand  fields  in  the  order  prescribed ;  besides  which 
he  shall,  in  order  to  guard  the  interest  of  the  Crown  at  surveys  and  divisions,  in  regard 
to  the  selecting  of  land  for  crown-parks,  be  present  at  the  meetings  to  which  he  shall 
for  this  purpose  be  called  by  the  respective  surveyor.  The  district  director  shall  also, 
with  regard  to  business  belonging  to  his  office,  give  his  opinion  whenever  requested  by 
His  Royal  Majesty's  governor  of  province. 

$  47.  The  district  director  shall,  when  felling  is  more  extensively  done  than  per- 
mitted on  commons  managed  by  the  owners  themselves,  or  where,  on  such  as  other 
common  forest  within  the  **rivier,"not  managed  by  the  district  director,  the  regulations 
for  the  guarding  and  care  of  the  forest  stipulated  in  the  approved  plan  of  manage- 
ment are  not  respectively  observed,  report  the  case  to  His  Royal  Majesty's  governor  of 
province,  provided  the  forest  does  not  boIon|5  to  the  farm  of  a  public  institation,  the 
owuershipof  which  is  notyet  legalized,  in  which  case  the  report  of  the  district  director 
ought  to  be  made,  if  the  ^rm  to  which  the  forest  belongs  is  cultivated  by  the  lessee, 
to  the  authority  under  whom  it  is  subordinate,  but  otherwise  to  the  forest  administra- 
tion, it  being  the  duty  of  the  latter  authority,  the  report  having  been  made,  to  call 
attention  to  the  case  of  the  managers  of  the  institution.  Should  the  dweller,  settler, 
or  lessee  of  a  public  farm  or  locality  exceed  his  lawful  right  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
forest,  or  should  any  efiense  be  committed  against  the  forest  and  hunting  laws,  which 
not  only  should  infringe  upon  the  right  of  private  parties,  the  district  director  shall 
prefer  charges  against  the  ofifender. 

$  48.  At  the  end  of  every  quarter,  and  within  one  month,  the  district  director  shall 
report  to  the  forest  inspector  all  that  has  taken  place  within  his  district  during  the 
passed  quarter ;  also  the  inspection  journeys  and  surveys  which  have  been  made  during 
this  time  within  the  district,  either  by  himself  or  appointed  extra  district  directors ; 
more  important  events,  as  large  fires  and  damages  by  storm,  <&o.,  ought,  however,  to 
be  immediately  reported. 

^  49.  The  district  director  shall  also,  every  year  before  the  1st  of  April,  transmit  to 
the  forest  administration  a  report  of  everything  worth  remarking  in  regard  to  the 
management  of  the  forest  and  chase  that  has  taken  place  during  the  past  year;  this 
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report,  of*  which  the  district  director  shall  deliver  a  copy  to  the  forest  inspector  of  the 
district  within  the  time  above  mentioned,  ought  to  embrace,  not  only  an  account  of 
the  work  which  has  been  done  during  the  year  in  the  foreste  managed  by  the  district 
director,  but  also  information  about  the  influence  former  measures  have  exercised 
and  how  other  common  forests  within  the  district  are  managed ;  the  report  ought, 
besides,  to  contain  a  list  of  all  cluvrges  preferred  during  the  year  through  the  care  of 
the  district  director  for  offenses  against  the  forest  and  hunting  laws. 

$  50.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  forester  ("krone  jiigaren")  to  see  to  it  that  division 
]iues  and  other  boundaries  around  the  common  forests,  over  which  he  has  been  ordere<l 
to  watch,  are  kept  open  and  undisturbotl,  and  also  to  report  to  the  district  director  all 
unlawful  felling  and  hunting,  and  to  exert  himself  in  finding  the  oftender  and  to  prove 
his  guilt. 

>  51.  In  forest  cultivation,  felling,  carrying  awa}'  of  timber,  and  in  other  works  in 
th'*.  forest  belonging  to  his  district,  the  forester  shall  superintend  that  the  orders  of  the 
district  director  are  properly  observed  and  that  the  work  is  carefully  done  ;  ho  shall 
also  take  care  of  the  planting  "  schools"  laid  out  within  the  said  forests. 

$  52.  The  forester  shall  carefully  superintend  that  felled  or  only  marked  forest  pro- 
duct within  his  district  are  not  wrongfully  taken  away;  and  he  shall  ask  the  owner, 
when  carrying  away  his  timber,  to  give  him  a  receipt,  which  he  will  hand  to  the  dis- 
trict director. 

$  53.  The  forest  inspector  and  the  district  director  shall  each  keep  a  list  of  all  offi- 
cial papers  received  as  well  as  a  copy-book  for  official  letters  sent;  they  shall  also,  as 
well  as  the  forester,  take  proper  care  of  all  maps  and  documents  belonging  to  the  office. 
At  the  change  of  officers  an  inventory  ought  to  be  made  to  the  forester  by  the  district 
director,  to  the  district  director  by  the  forest  inspector,  and  to  the  latter  by  a  person 
appointed  by  the  forest  administration. 

$  54.  At  occurring  lires,  the  respective  district  director  and  foresters  shall  immedi- 
ately, on  being  acquainted  of  the  fact,  set  out  for  the  place  of  the  fire  aud  take  suit- 
able measures  for  the  extinguishing  of  the  fire;  the  district  director  shall  take  the 
command  of  the  firemen. 

$  55.  The  district  director  and  foresters  shall  endeavor  to  destroy  voracious  and 
noxious  animals,  and  to  promote  a  proper  hunting. 

$  56.  Officers  belonging  to  the  fortist  corps  shall,  except  on  special  permission  of  the 
forest  administration,  live  within  their  respective  districts,  and  at  the  dwelling-places, 
where  such  suitably  built  are  assigned  to  the  officers. 

$  57.  Each  and  every  one  of  the  officers  and  attendants  of  the  forest  corps  shall 
obey  the  orders  of  their  respective  superiors. 

$  58.  In  order  to  be  competent  to  ihe  office  of  secretary  or  treasurer  at  the  forest 
administration,  and  as  forest  inspector,  and  district  director,  the  applicant  shall  have 
graduated  from  the  Forest  Institute.  No  other  but  those  who  have  graduated  from  the 
Forest  Institute  can  be  appointed  extra  officers  at  the  forest  administration  or  extra 
district  directors.  Those  who  have  graduated  from  public  forest  schools  or  proved 
themselves  to  be  competent  to  the  position  shall  be  appointed  foresters  in  preference 
to  other  applicants. 

§  59.  The  chief  of  the  forest  administration,  the  secretary,  aud  the  treasurer 
at  the  same,  and  the  district  director  are  appointed  by  His  Royal  Majesty.  The 
vacancy  of  the  secretary,  treasury,  or  district  directorship  is  published  hj  the 
forest  administration  three  times  in  the  Post  och  Inrikes  Ti<lniugar,  where,  after 
applicants  may,  within  fifty-six  days  from  the  time  of  the  vacancy,  tender  their 
humble  applications,  accompanied  by  merit  list  and  certificates  to  the  forest  adminis- 
tration, who,  acconling  to  stipulated  rules,  will  transmit  to  His  Royal  Majesty  their 
proposition  to  the  filling  of  the  vacancy,  as  well  as  the  applications.  The  forest  inspec- 
tor is  appointed  for  a  certain  time  by  His  Royal  Majesty  upon  the  proposal  of  the  for- 
est administration.  Extraordinary  officers  of  the  forest  administration  and  extra  dis- 
trict directors  are  nominated  by  the  administration  after  the  opinion  of  the  district 
director  has  been  learned.  The  administration  nominates  their  attendants  and  forest- 
ters  after  the  proposal  of  the  district  director  of  the  rivier.  The  district  director 
shall,  as  soon  as  a  place  is  vacant,  engage  a  suitable  p<»rHon  until  the  nomination  of 
the  forest  administration  has  been  ism^ied. 

$  60.  The  chief  of  the  forest  a<l ministration  may,  business  permitting,  enjoy  leave  of 
absence  twice  a  year,  each  time  for  a  period  of  fourtfen  days,  after  having  reported  his 
intended  absence  to  the  royal  department  of  the  finances,  and  the  secretary  and  the 
treasurer  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  chief,  obtain  leave  of  absence  for  one  mouth, 
onoe  a  year,  however,  not  when  the  chief  is  absent. 

The  forest  administration  may  grant  the  forest  inspector  and  the  district  direct-ov 
leave  of  absence  for  a  time  not  exceeding  three  months.  Leave  of  absence  for  longer 
time  may  be  applied  for  to  His  Royal  Majesty  ;  the  application  of  the  secretary,  treas-, 
urer,  forest  inspector  or  district  director,  to  bo  delivered  to  the  forest  administration, 
who,  approvingly  or  disapprovingly,  transmit  the  same  to  His  Royal  Majesty.  Leave  of 
absence  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  may  be  granted  by  the  administration  to  extra  or- 
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dmary  officcra  and  att€udaut8  at  the  forest  admiDistratiou  as  well  as  to  extra  district 
directoi-s  and  foresters ;  however,  leave  of  absence  for  a  time  not  exceeding  fourteen 
days  may  be  granted  bv  the  district  director  of  the  rivier  to  extra  district  directors  and 
foresters.  Officers  at  tlie  forest  administration  are  not  allowed  to  stay,  withont  leave 
of  absence,  outside  their  districts  for  longer  time  than  three  days ;  foresters  may  not, 
without  the  permission  of  the  district  directors,  remain  outside  their  district  for  more 
than  one  day. 

$  61.  When  leave  of  absence  is  granted  by  His  Royal  Majesty  to  the  secretary,  treas- 
urer, forest  inspector  or  the  district  director.  His  Royal  Mfgesty  will,  upon  the  proposal 
of  the  forest  administration,  prescribe  how  the  office  shall  in  the  m6an  time  be  at- 
tended to ;  but  should  there  be  any  vacancy  among  the  officers  or  attendants  belong- 
ing to  the  forest  administration,  the  forest  corps  or  schools,  the  forest  administratioa 
will  see  to  the  temporary  filling  of  the  same. 

^  62.  If  an  office  at  the  forest  oorps  to  which  a  dwelling-place  is  assigned  should  be 
vacant  by  death,  discharge,  or  promotion,  after  the  14th  of  March,  and  before  Thomie 
day,  he  or  his  heirs  will  give  up  the  dwelling-place  to  next  following  14th  of  March, 
but  if  after  Thomae  day  on  the  14th  of  March  after  the  elapse  of  one  year  from  Thoma? 
day ;  in  both  cases  shall  the  new  appointee  compensate  his  predecessor  for  the  standing 
crops,  and  remunerate  him  for  such  works  as  have  been  done  in  preparing  for  a  crop. 
Foresters  will,  as  soon  as  nominated,  take  possession  of  their  dwelling-places. 

$  63.  Should  the  chief  of  the  forest  administration  make  himself  liable  to  any  faults 
or  neglect  in  the  service,  charges  will  be  preferred  against  him  at  the  supreme  court  of 
His  Koyal  Majesty  and  the  Kingdom,  and  if  such  be  the  case  with  the  secretary  or  the 
treasurer,  the  chief  may,  if  such  be  necessary,  dismiss  them  for  the  time  the  suit  shall 
last.  Extra  officers  at  the  forest  administration,  who  shall  make  himself  guilty  of  fault 
or  neglect  in  the  service,  may  receive  warning  from  the  administration ;  or  if  he  contin- 
ues his  offenses,  he  shall  be  dismissed  from  office  either  for  a  certain  time  or  forever.  At- 
tendant at  the  administration  who  is  unreliable  or  disobedient,  may,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, either  receive  warning  from  the  administration,  lose  his  situation  for  a 
certain  time,  or  be  discharged. 

$  64.  Should  the  forest  inspector  or  district  dii'octor  neglect  through  carelessness, 
omit  or  refuse  to  fulfill  his  duties,  or  should  he  stay  away  from  his  office  without  per- 
mission or  legal  cause,  he  will  receive  warning  of  the  forest  administration ;  should 
he  continue  his  offenses,  he  will  be  fined  to  an  amount  corresponding  to  not  above 
three  months'  salary,  or  dismissed  from  office  for  an  equal  time ;  should  he,  how- 
ever, commit  similar  offenses,  or  bo  guilty  of  graver  neglect,  a  public  accuser,  ap- 
pointed by  His  Royal  Majesty's  governor  of  province,  will,  at  the  request  of  the 
forest  administration,  prefer  charges  against  him  at  the  respective  court,  and  the  forest 
administration  will  in  such  a  case,  or  when  charges  are  x^referred  against  officers  at 
the  forest  corps,  dismiss  the  person  from  office,  when  circumstances  so  require.  Should 
the  extra  district  direct-or  neglect  his  duties,  the  stipulations  in  the  foregoing  section 
in  regard  to  extra  ordinary  officers  at  the  forest  administration  may  be  applied. 
Foresters  found  to  be  incompetent,  careless,  or  neglectful,  or  guilty  of  unfaithfulness, 
partiality  or  selfishness  may,  having  previously  received  warning  of  the  respective 
district  director,  without  changing  his  conduct,  be  dismissed  by  the  forest  administra- 
tion for  a  certain  time,  or  discharged. 

$  65.  Should  an  officer  at  the  forest  corps  fail  to  render,  within  the  time  specified,  the 
information,  declaration,  or  account  required  by  the  forest  administration,  the  admin- 
istration will,  for  each  repeated  neglect,  fix  a  suitable  fine  for  the  exceeding  time. 

$  66.  No  complaint  can  be  made  of  received  warning,  but  from  the  decision  of  tbe 
forest  administration,  by  whom  the  offender  is  sentenced  to  other  punishment,  may 
humble  appeal  be  made,  which  will  have  to  be  transmitted  to  His  Royal  Majesty 
through  his  department  of  finances,  within  the  time  specified  in  the  royal  instruction 
of  December  14, 1866. 

(  67.  Concerning  the  business  of  the  forest  administration  with  regard  to  the  filling 
of  vacancies  at  the  forest  institute  and  forest  schools,  or  in  regard  to  leave  of  absence 
applied  for  by  officers  and  attendants  at  the  same,  the  rules  stipulated  above  for  dis- 
trict directors  will  exist  in  regard  to  the  manager  of  the  forest  institute  and  the 
teacher  at  the  same,  and  at  the  other  schools ;  the  same  regulations  exist  for  overseers 
and  attendants  at  the  schools  as  for  foresters. 

$  68.  This  instruction  shall  be  in  force  from  the  commencement  of  the  next  year, 
1870,  when  the  royal  instruction  of  the  16th  of  March,  1^:W,  for  the  forest  and  chase 
corps,  shall  cease  to  be  valid. 

Which  all  whom  it  may  concern  shall  have  fo  obey. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  cau.>9»d  our  royal  seal  to  be 
affixed. 

The  Palace  at  Stockholm,  November  19,  IS69. 

CAIJI..    [L.  s.] 

iJUST  OF   UgOLAS. 
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[Translation  from  the  Swedish.] 

^.  His  Majesty  the  King's  gracious  regulations  for  forest  ittstruction  within  the  Kingdon%y 
given  at  the  Palace  of  Stockholtiif  May  25, 1860. 

We,  Charles,  by  the  Grace  of  God  the  Kin^  of  Sweden,  Norway,  &c.,  &c.,  make 
kpown :  That,  whereas  the  rules  for  the  forest  institute,  graciously  given  on  the  15th  of 
October,  1828,  in  several  regards  require  some  amendment,  and  whereas  it  has  been . 
lately  decided  to  establish,  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  lower  forest  schools,  we 
have  fonnd  proper,  having  learned  the  hnmble  opinion  of  our  administration  of  forests, 
to  cancel  the  above-mentioned  rules,  and  hereby  graciously  to  order  that  free  instruc- 
tion shall  be  given  at  the  forest  schools,  which  stand  under  the  administration  of  for- 
ests, at  the  forest  institute,  in  a  higher  course  of  teaching,  for  the  education  of  forest 
managers,  and  at  the  forest  schools  in  a  lower  course,  for  the  education  of  skillful 
foresters  and  planters,  and  we  do,  for  these  schools,  and  the  private  forest  edncation, 
supported  by  public  funds,  graciously  sanction  the  following  regulations : 

Chapter  I. 

THE   FOREST  INSTITUTE— ITS  OBJECT  AND  ORGANIZATION. 

^  1.  A  suitable  locality  in  the  royal  park,  near  Stockholm,  shall  continue  to  be  placed 
to  the  disposal  of  the  forest  institute,  embracing  lecture-rooms,  library,  rooms  for  col- 
lections, the  director,  one  teacher  and  one  porter,  also  necessary  ground  for  nursery, 
tree-planting,  and  target-ground ;  a  suitable  forest  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  shall  idso 
be  placed  under  the  regular  care  and  management  of  tbe  institute,  in  order  to  impart 
to  the  pupils  practical  knowledge  herein. 

^  2.  In  order  to  teach  the  pupils  surveying,  appraisement,  and  the  technical  terms  of 
the  forest,  they  shall,  during  a  certain  time  every  year,  be  employed  in  forests  suitable 
for  the  purpose,  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers;  separate  funds  will  be  assigned 
for  this  purpose. 

$  3.  To  assist  the  pupils  during  their  stay  at  the  institute,  a  certain  number  of  sti- 
pends, the  amount  of  which  will  be  separately  fixed,  will  be  assigned  to  such  iudigent 
pupils  who  have  made  themselves  deserving  of  the  same,  through  industry,  skill,  and 
good  conduct. 

$  4.  The  institute  is  to  be  managed  by  a  director,  appointed  by  His  Royal  Majesty, 
and  the  director,  together  with  four  teachers,  also  appointed  by  His  Koyal  Majesty, 
will  furnish  the  instruction,  viz :  one  the  care  and  management  of  forests,  one  hunting 
and  forest  laws,  one  natural  history,  and  one  mathematics;  these  teachers  will  be 
entitled  to  their  years  of  service,  as  merits  equal  to  the  forest  and  chase  officers  of  the 
kingdom,  the  two  latter  only  in  case  they  have  graduated  at  the  forest  institute.  For 
the  appointing  of  director,  as  well  as  teachers,  the  forest  administration  will  nominate 
candidates.  At  the  institute  is  also  a  porter,  appointed  by  the  director,  and  may  by 
him  be  removed. 

$  5.  The  course  of  instruction  shall  embrace  mathematics  and  natural  history  to  the 
extent  required  for  the  superintendence  of  forests  and  the  chase;  knowledge  of  the  regu- 
lations for  the  forest  and  the  chase,  book-keeping,  and  of  the  forms  for  forest  accounts ; 
hunting;  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of  forest-appraisement;  cultivation  of 
woods  and  forest-technology ;  as  well  as  expertness  in  surveying,  map-drawing,  level- 
ing and  shooting. 

9  6.  The  course  of  instruction  will  be  continued  during  two  years,  counted  from  the 
commencement  of  the  month  of  June  every  Jrear,  and  be  so  arranged  that  fully  edu- 
cated pupils  may  yearly  graduate  and  new  ones  be  admitted  in  their  place. 

^  7.  Pupils  who  wish  to  obtain  certificates  of  haying  graduated,  shall,  having  previ- 
ously undergone  a  probation  at  a  public  examination,  manifest  sufficient  knowledge 
and  skill  in  all  the  branches  which  they  have  been  taught  at  the  institute.  In  order 
to  obtain  a  certificate  for  forest-management,  the  pupil  shaJl  prove  himself  to  have 
satisfactorily  constructed  a  map,  with  regular  plan  of  forest  surveying  and  cultivation. 

$  8.  The  instruction  shall  continue  during  the  whole  year,  with  the  exception  of 
three  weeks'  vacation  during  Christmas,  and  one  week  after  the  yearly  examination, 
and  shall  be  thus  regulated,  that  the  pupils  acquire,  from  commencement  of  October 
until  the  end  of  May,  theoretical  and  such  practical  knowledge  as  local  circumstances 
at  the  institute  admit  of,  and  that,  during  the  summer  months,  the  pupils  are  occu- 
pied in  the  forests  of  the  government,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers,  with 
surveying  and  estimation  of  forests,  and  with  the  most  usual  modes  of  the  cultivation, 
care,  and  felling  of  trees. 

i  9.  Every  year,  at  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  June,  the  pupils  shall  be 
publicly  examined  in  all  the  subjects  in  which  they  have  received  instruction.  The 
pupil  who,  having  previously  undergone  a  probation,  proves  himself  "at  the  examina- 
tion to  possess  the  knowledge  and  skill  mentioned  in  %  7,  may,  without  regard  to  thn 
longer  or  shorter  time  he  has  been  at  the  college,  receive  due  certificate. 
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THK    DIRECTOR  OF  THE    FORKST   rXSTITi:TK. 

§  10.  The  director  ought  to  bavo  made  himself  knoAvn  as  possessing  knowledge  and 
experience  of  forest-managing,  and  shall  live  within  the  locality  of  the  institute,  in 
oraer  to  properly  exercise  his  functions.  His  duties  shall  embrace  not  only  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  institute  and.  the  responsibility  of  its  operations,  and  of  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  instruction,  but  also  to  promote  the  development  of  and  spread 
throughout  the  country  the  science  of  forest-management. 

It  shall  consequently  be  the  duty  of  the  director — 

1.  To  quarterly  collect  from  thetreasury  of  His  Royal  Majesty  and  the  realm,  at  the 
request  of  the  forest  administration,  the  funds  assigned  to  salaries  and  maintenance  of 
the  institute:  to  dispose  of  these  funds  according  to  regulations,  and  for  each  calendar 
year  account  for  their  disposal,  which  account  shall  be  delivered  before  the  end  of  the 
next  following  February  to  the  forest  administration  for  auditing. 

2.  To  Avatch  over  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  ground,  buildings,  nurseries, 
archives,  library,  collections,  tools,  implements,  and  other  movables  of  the  institute, 
and  to  see  to  it'that  complete  lists  of  the  same  are  made  out  and  always  at  hand.  He 
shall,  however,  according  to  what  is  stated  below,  have  right  to  suitably  distribute 
between  the  teachers  the  administration  and  care  of  collections,  tools,  and  the  mova- 
bles. 

3.  To,  having  examined  the  certificates  produced  and  the  amount  of  knowledge 
possessed  by  the  candidates  for  admission,  admit  them  as  pupils,  and,  according  to 
statements  of  the  teachers,  separately  for  each  branch,  issue  certificates  to  pupils  who 
have  finished  their  course,  and  to  propose  to  the  forest  administration  the  distribution 
of  the  assigned  stipends  among  such  pupils  who  shall  be  considered  most  deserving  of 
the  same. 

4.  To  issue  regulations  as  well  for  the  maiutcnanco  of  good  order  and  morality 
Avithin  the  institute  as  for  the  suitable  course  of  teaching  and  the  manner  of  impart- 
ing the  same,  for  which  purpose  the  director  shall  make  out  a  regular  table  of  instruc- 
tion, so  that  the  business  be  properly  distributed  between  the  teachers,  and  the  time 
advantageously  employed  to  the  benefit  of  the  pupils. 

5.  To  himself  instruct  in  one  of  the  head  branches  of  forest  economy  as  well  a**, 
business  permitting,  be  present  at  the  preliminary  examination  of  the  pupih?  in  the 
other  branches. 

6.  To  endeavor  in  every  possible  manner  to  promote  the  knowledge  and  spread  of 
an  improved  forest  economy  and  management  of  the  chase  within  the  kingdotu,  for 
the  purpose  of  which  he  must  keep  himself  imformed  of  the  progress  of  the  science 
and  technical  terms  of  the  forest,  even  in  foreign  countries,  and  to  w  rite  and  publish 
pamphlets  on  the  subject  whenever  circumstances  require. 

7.  To  report  to  the  forest  administration  partly  such  business  which  requires  the 
decision  of  His  Royal  Majesty,  and  partly  such  steps  in  regard  to  an  improved  forest 
economy  and  management  of  the  chase  within  the  kingaom  which  may  be  found 
necessary. 

8.  To  make  such  reports  or  j;ive  such  information  concerning  the  forest  economy 
and  th|3  management  of  the  chase  which  the  forest  administration  may  demand,  a« 
well  as  to  render  to  the  same  yearly  accounts  of  the  operations  of  the  institute;  and — 

9.  To  give  the  porter  instructions  in  regard  to  his  attendance  and  other  duties  at 
tlic  institute. 

TIIK   TEA(  IIER-i    AT  THE    lOREST    INSTITUTE. 

^11.  The  teacher  of  forest  economy  ought  to  have  graduated  at  the  institute  with 
honors,  and  thereafter,  on  his  own  responsibility,  manage  a  forest  district,  and,  as  his 
services  are  constantlv  required,  he  ought  to  live  within  the  institute.  This  teacher 
shall— 

1.  Instruct  and  examine  in  all  the  branches  of  forest  economy  in  which  the  director 
himself  does  not  teach,  and,  besides,  practically  instruct  the  pupils  in  surveying  and 
estimating  of  the  area  of  forests,  and  the  cubic  contents  of  trees,  construction  of  maps, 
valuation  of  soil,  growing  and  felled  timber,  to  collect  and  preserve  seeds,  the  laying- 
out  and  care  of  nurseries,  forest  growing  and  planting,  the  position  of  seed-trees,  clear- 
ing, to  quench  quicksand,  felling  of  trees,  assorting  and  marking  of  timber,  as  well  as 
to  conduct  a  party  of  the  pupils  m  the  forests  for  practical  measuring,  estimating,  and 
dividing  of  forest  land. 

2.  To  have  under  his  care,  and  to  account  for,  the  archives,  library,  and  movables  of 
the  institute,  with  the  exception  of  those  for  which  the  teacher  of  the  chase  and  reg- 
ulations is  responsible. 

3.  To  manage  the  economy  of  and  account  for  the  forests  assigned  to  the  c^re  of  the 
institute. 

4.  To  assist  the  director  in  watching  over  that  given  instructions  are^ followed,  and 
in  maintaining  industry  and  order  among  the  pupus:  and      Jigitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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5.  To  take  command  of  the  place  in  the  absence  of  the  director. 

$  12.  The  teacher  of  the  chase  and  regulations  shall  have  graduated  at  the  institute 
with  honors,  and  thereafter  served  at  the  forest  and  chase  corps  of  the  Kingdom.  This 
teacher  shall — 

1.  Instruct  and  examine  in  the  knowledge  of  fire-arms,  shooting,  the  theory  and 
technical  terms  of  the  chase,  forest  and  qhase  regulations,  and  book-keeping. 

2.  Assist  at  the  practices  in  forest  economy,  and  conduct,  during  the  summer  season, 
a  party  of  the  pupils  on  practical  measuring,  estimating,  and  dividing  of  forest  land. 

3.  To  exercise  the  pupils  in  target-practice,  and  also,  when  there  is  an  opportunity 
of  hunting  and  driving  game,  instruct  the  pupils  in  the  care  of  wolf-pits,  traps,  nets, 
and  cages ;  the  making  and  care  of  hunting  implements,  the  keeping  or  forests,  as  well 
as  to  prefer  charges  against  poachers  and  other  ofifenders  against  game  and  forest 
laws;  and — 

4.  To  take  care  of  and  account  for  the  tools  and  collections  of  models  of  the  institute, 
as  well  as  of  the  forest  and  hunting  implements,  and  of  what  belongs  to  the  target- 
ground. 

$  13.  The  teacher  of  natural  history  ought  to  have  made  himself  known  as  thoroughly 
well  acquainted  with  this  science.     His  duties  shall  be — 

1.  To  instruct  and  examine  in  those  parts  of  physics,  chemistry,  and  mineralogy 
which  are  required  for  the  knowledge  of  forest  climato  and  soil,  in  general  and  forest 
botany,  and  in  zoology,  as  far  as  this  branch  of  knowledge  is  connected  with  the  forests. 

2.  To  instruct  in  the  manner  of  preparing  herbaria,  and  of  stuffing  and  preserving 
animals  and  insects. 

3.  To  conduct  the  pupils  on  niineralogical  and  botanical  excurjiions,  and  to  practice 
with  them  the  examining  of  soil  and  plants. 

4.  To  instruct  the  pupils  during  visits  to  the  museum  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences ;  and 

5.  To  take  care  of  and  account  for  the  zoological  and  botanical  collections  of  the  in- 
stitute, and  to  make  out  complete  lists  of  the  same. 

^  14.  The  teacher  of  mathematics  ought  to  have  made  himself  known  as  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  this  science.  This  teacher  shall  instruct  and  examine  in  arithmetic, 
algebra,  planimetry,  stereometry,  trigonometry,  conical  sections,  geometrical  construc- 
tions, descriptive  geometry,  general  and  forest  architecture,  elements  of  mechanics,  and 
theory"  of  the  construction  and  use  of  mathematical  instruments.  He  shall  besides 
practice  with  the  pupils  the  drawing  and  copying  of  maps,  calculating  of  areas,  sketch- 
ing m.aps,  surveying,  construction  of  buildings  and  roads  for  forest  purposes,  with  esti- 
matf'^  of  materials  and  labor,  measuring  of  cubic  contents,  and  adjustment  of  instru- 
ments. 

PUPII^   AT   IHK   FOKE.ST  INSTITI'TK. 

$  ir>.  In  order  to  be  iulmitted  at  the  forest  institute,  application  bhall  be  made  to 
the  director  within  the  middle  of  the  month  of  May,  and  the  following  certificates 
annexed  to  the  same : 

That  the  applicant  is  at  least  18  and  not  above  28  years  old  ;  that  his  constitution  is 
good  and  faultless,  and  not  affected  with  any  kind  of  incurable  disease;  that  he  has 
always  conducted  himself  well;  that  he  either  has  passed  such  examination  and  ob- 
tained certificates  of  approval  in  mathematics,  natural  history,  and  Swedish  grammar, 
which  entitles  him  to  enter  the  universities  of  the  Kingdom ;  or  that  he  has  been  ex- 
amined by  the  appointed  teachers  at  any  of  the  elementary  schools  within  the  king- 
dom in  each  of  these  branches,  and  found  to  possess  sufficient  knowledge  therein  to 
enable  him  to  graduate  from  the  school ;  also,  that  he  has,  duriug  at  least  one  year, 
with  some  forester  practiced  and  acquired  sufficient  skill  in  the  economy  and  survey- 
ing of  the  forest. 

i  16.  Applicants  whose  applications  are  complete,  and  who  consequently  may  expect 
to  fill  the  vacancies  at  the  institute,  must  publicly  and  in  the  presence  of  the  director 
be  examined  by  the  teachers  in  arithmetic  and  algebra,  planimetry  and 'stereometry, 
general  botanie^,  and  zoology ;  also,  to  write  a  Swedish  theme. 

$  17.  Those  exhibiting  the  greatest  knowledge  shall  have  the  preference  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  institute. 

$  18.  At  the  commencement  of  every  year  the  director  shall  propose  to  the  forest  ad- 
ministration for  receiving  of  stipends  those  of  the  pupils  who  are  in  need  of  assist- 
ikuce,  and  have  shown  themselves  most  deserving  of  same  through  industry,  skill,  and 
orderly  conduct. 

^  19.  The  pupils  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  director  and  the  teachers,  orderly  and 
decently  conduct  themselves,  follow  the  regulations  at  the  institute,  and  attentively 
and  industriously  profit  by  the  instructions. 

$  20.  Should  the  pupil  disobey  the  ordc^of  the  director  or  the  teachers,  create  any  dis- 
turbance at  theinstitute,  conduct  himself  in  a  disorderly  manner,  or  neglect  his  studies, 
he  shall  receive  warning  from  the  director.  Should  he  not  then  change  his  conduct, 
but  continue  his  offenses,  the  director  sball,  after  having  consulted  the  tes^hers,  send 
him  away  from  the  institute.  ^.^.^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Chapter  II. 

THE  FOREST  SCUOOIJ5— THEIR  OBJECT  AND  ORGANIZATIOX. 

$  21.  Suitable  localities,  large  eDongh  to  permit  both  teachers  and  pupilb  to  live- 
thercj  shall  be  placed  to  the  disposal  of  the  forest  schools  at  such  places  as  will  be 
especially  determined  npon. 

$  22.  To  a  certain  number  of  pupils,  unable  to  maintain  themselves  at  the  school, 
sufficient  assistance  shall  be  given,  according  to  what  is  therefor  special! v  pre-scribed. 

$  23.  The  forest  schools  shsul  be  managed,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  nearest 
district  director  of  forests,  by  a  teacher  appointed  by  His  Royal  Migesty  the  King, 
after  having  been  proposed  to  the  situation  oy  the  govenor  of  the  province  and  with 
the  approv^  of  the> forest  administration ;  this  teacher  shall  be  assisted  by  a  ranger, 
nominated  by  the  forest  administration. 

$  24.  The  instruction  at  the  forest  school  shall  embrace  the  four  first  rules  of  arith- 
metic and  the  rules  of  proportion  in  whole  and  decimal  numbers ;  knowledge  of  scales 
for  plan-drawings,  as  far  as  required  for  making  of  maps  and  measuring  distances ; 
knowledge  of  square  and  cubic  measures  with  practical  application  at  the  measuring 
of  the  extent  and  content  of  surfaces  and  solid  bodies ;  knowledge  of  the  nourishing 
organs  of  the  forest  trees  and  of  their  food,  and  the  natural  conditions  for  their  thnv- 
ing ;  knowledge  of  the  most  dangerons  insects  of  the  Swedish  forest,  and  of  the  man- 
ner of  destroying  them ;  the  chief  principles  of  rational  forest  economy,  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  rules  existing  for  the  peace  and  keeping  of  forests,  marking  and  carrying 
of  timber,  hunting,  and  also  of  the  legal  form  for  entering  charges.  The  pupils  will 
also  be  practiced  in  marking  out  and  measuring  of  forest-lines;  tilling  places,  and 
sowing  fields ;  calculating  of  the  cubic  content  of  trees  and  timber;  the  position  of  seed- 
trees  ;  sowing  for  hand  and  planting  as  well  as  the  preparing  of  the  soil  for  forest- 
growing;  collecting  and  assorting  of  forest-seeds ;  clearing  and  cutting,  assorting  and 
piling  of  timber;  marking  cattle  and  making  out  of  grazing-lists ;  laying  up  and  keep- 
ing patrol-lists ;  making  out  lists  of  unlawfully-felled  timber  on  which  embargo  ba» 
been  laid ;  monthly  reports  and  service  accounts ;  the  trapping  of  beasts,  and  the  grand 
chase. 

J  25.  The  course  of  instruction  shall  begin  on  the  Ist  of  October  every  year  and  con- 
tinue until  the  middle  of  the  following  June,  during  which  time  all  theVespective  sub- 
jects and  exercises  shall  have  been  taught  to  the  pupils,  whereafter  they  are  publicly 
examined  in  the  presence  of  the  district  director  in  order  to  ascertain  tne  knowledge^ 
and  skill  they  have  acquired. 

$  26.  The  pupil  who  has  satisfactorily  parsed  the  examination  is  entitled  to  re^-eive 
certificate  of  approved  skill,  issued  by  the  district  director  and  the  principal  of  the 
school. 

THE  TEACHER  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

^  27.  For  the  competency  as  teacher  at  the  forest  school,  which  office  entitles  him  i4> 
count  as  many  years  of  service  within  the  forest  and  chase  corps,  the  applicant  shall 
have  graduated  at  the  forest  institute  and  received  certificate  of  approved  knowledge, 
besides  having  been  forest-manager  on  his  own  responsibility.  This  teacher  is  the 
chief  in  command  at  the  place,  the  principal  of  the  school,  and  accounts  for  and  is 
responsible  for  the  proper  manangement  of  the  school.  He  shall,  consequently,  quar- 
terly, receive  the  funds  assigned  to  the  school,  use  them  with  judgment,  and  yearly 
account  for  the  same,  which  account  shall,  within  the  time  specified  in  $10,  mom.  1, 
for  the  forest  institute  and  for  the  object  mentioned  in  the  said  mom,  be  forwarded  to 
the  forest  administration  through  the  governor  of  the  province.  It  shall,  besides,  be  hi« 
duty  to  arrange  the  teaching  and  exercises  to  the  benefit  of  the  pupils ;  to  keep  good 
order  and  decent  conduct  within  the  school ;  to  impart  himself  the  theoretical  knowl- 
edge, and  to  superintend  and  correct  the  exercises  and  work  in  the  forest.  He  shall 
also  render  yearly  report  over  the  operations  of  the  school,  which  is  forwarded  to  the 
forest  administration  through  the  governor  of  the  province. 

**  SKOGSRATTAREN,"  OR  ASSISTANT. 

$  28.  The  assistant  must  have  made  himself  known  as  steadily  and  orderly,  to  be 
able  to  write,  and  well  acquainted  with  all  kind  of  forest- works.  He  is  subordinate  to 
the  direct  command  of  the  teacher ;  he  has  the  care  of  all  the  implements  and  mate- 
rials of  the  school,  for  which  he  is  responsible  and  shall  account  for  to  the  teacher ; 
manages  the  school  in  the  absence  of  the  teacher,  and  is  i*esponsible  that  the  exercises 
and  works  are  properly  done,  and  assists  in  keeping  good  order  among  the  pupils. 

THE  PUPILS  OF  THE  FOREST  SCHOOL. 

$  29.  Those  wishing  to  be  admitted  to  the  forest  school  shall  make  their  application 
to  the  principal  in  their  own  handwriting,  with  annexed  respective  certiticate  of  a 
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clergyman,  of  good  condact,  and  of  ^ood  and  faultless  bodily  constitution,  and  if  the 
appuoant  nas  heen  in  service,  a  servioe  oertifioate;  the  api^lioant  shall  be  able  to  read 
fluently  Swedish  and  Latin  letters  and  writing,  write  an  intelligible  hand,  know  the 
first  four  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  be  from  twenU^  to  thirty  years  old. 

i  30.  Havine  examined  the  applications  and  the  applicants,  the  principal  of  the 
school  shall  a£nit  as  pupils  the  most  skillful  and  best  conducted. 

$  31.  The  pupils  shall  obey  the  orders  and  prescriptions  of  the  teacher  and  assistant, 
and  observe  industry,  order,  and  good  conduct.  Should  the  pupil  disobey  the  teacher, 
or  the  assistant  disobey  the  mles  of  the  school,  be  neglectful  or  disorderly  in  his  con- 
duct, or  should  he  create  disturbance,  he  shall  receive  warning  of  the  principal  f  should 
he  not  then  chan^  his  conduct,  but  continue  his  offenses,  the  principal  shall  send  him 
away  from  the  school. 

Chapter  III. 

PRIVATE  FOREST-INSTRUCTION. 

$  32.  To  the  establishing  of  forest  schools  in  the  respective  provinces  of  the  king- 
dom, and  to  the  education  of  competent  assistants  at  the  managing  of  private  forests, 
His  Royal  Majesty  and  the  government  will,  yearly,  contribute  as  &r  as  the  funds  will 
permit  and  His  Royal  Migesty  shall  deem  requisite,  provided  the  communities  which 
apply  for  such  an  assistance  shall  fulfill  the  following  conditions : 

1.  That  the  community  shall  place  requisite  locality  to  the  disposal  of  the  school, 
furnish  the  teacher  as  well  as  the  pupils  with  apartments,  and  pay  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  school. 

2.  That  the  organization  of  the  school  and  the  proposed  rules  for  its  operations  has 
been  sanctioned  l)y  His  Royal  Majesty;  and, 

3.  That  the  operations  of  the  school,  of  which  a  yearly  report  shall  be  made  to  the 
forest  administration,  shall  be  exercised  under  the  superintendence  of  the  nearest  dis- 
trict director  and  the  forest  administration. 

In  regard  to  the  time  for  applying  for  the  positions  as  director,  teacher,  and  assistant, 
and  for  resignations^  how  leave  of  absence  shall  be  applied  for  or  charges  preferred  for 
offense  and  neglect  m  service,  as  well  as  the  punishment  therefor,  the  regulations  pro- 
scribed in  the  instructions  for  the  forest  administration  shall  be  in  force. 

All  of  which  whom  it  may  concern  shall  obey. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  aud  caused  onr  royal  seal  to  be 
affixed. 

The  Palace  at  Stockholm,  Mav  25, 1860. 

CARL.     [L.  8.] 

J.  A.  Gkipenstedt. 


[Translation  from  the  Swedish.] 

4.  Circular  of  the  royal  administration  of  forests  to  all  employes  in  the  "fQrest  corps^^  and  forest 
instruction,  concerning  pnnciples  for  the  division  of  tlic  public  forests  for  the  purpose  of 
systematic  economy.    Given  June  29, 1867. 

1.  The  dividing  or  allotment  of  a  forest  consists  in  its  delineation  ou  a  map  with  de- 
scription and  economical  plan  based  on  careful  estimates  having  a  view  to  the  future 
of  the  forest  and  the  highest  reasonable  income  that  can  be  derived  from  it. 

2.  The  allotting  is  etrected  so  that  there  maybe  introduced,  as  circumstances  require^ 
high-forest  culture  with  tract-cutting  or  systematic  thinning,  or,  nevertheless,  for  ap- 
plying low-forest  culture. 

3.  Forest  is  divided,  according  to  its  extent  and  nature,  into  more  or  less  blocks. 
Smaller  forests  however  may  each  comprise  only  a  single  block.  The  block  lb  divided  into 
divisions  or  parcels,  whose  limits  are  generally  determined  by  natural  formation  or 
permanent  marks,  and  these  again  into  subdivisions,  including  differences  which  have 
been  observed  in  surveying,  delineating,  and  estimating  the  forest. 

4.  In  the  surveying  is  noted  only  such  differences  of  the  forest  bestand  and  ground  as, 
according  to  the  above-mentioned  method  of  forest  work,  exercise  some  influence  there- 
on ;  and  with  the  objects  and  difierences  noted  at  the  surveying  shall  be  added  on  the 
map  the  boundaries  exactly  to  correspond  with  the  facts.  When  a  correct  map  hap- 
pens to  have  been  previously  drawn  up,  a  copy  of  it,  with  requisite  additions,  shall  be 
used  in  the  allotment  of  the  forest. 

5.  The  map  of  the  forest  shall  be  drawn  up  on  such  scale  as  allows  requisite  clearness 
in  specifying  what  should  be  noted  thereon  for  the  economy  of  the  forest. 

6.  The  forest  is  estimated  in  cubic  feet  or  in  cords  of  100  cubic  feet  (Swedish)  solid 
measure,  except  when  the  allotment  or  dividing  takes  place  for  thinning,  (applicable 


618  FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

to  heavy  timber,)  when  the  estimate  is  made  by  number  or  piece.  The  ebtimate  ought 
as  near  as  possible,  to  correspond  with  the  reality,  but  had  better  be  too  low  than  too 
high. 

7.  The  description  shall  include  all  important  matters  which,  at  the  execution  of  the 
allotment,  can  be  of  weight  for  the  economy  of  the  forest. 

8.  The  plan  of  management  is  drawn  np  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  and  ought  to 
include  the  requisite  prescriptions  as  to  the  manner  of  working  the  forest,  rotation 
time,  consumption,  culture,  and  the  other  moans  of  administration  which  have  not 
already  been  prescribed  by  the  public  statutes. 

9.  'ri'act-cutting  will  have  the  preference,  as  a  manner  of  working  the  forest,  except 
where  from  local  circumstances  it  is  unsuitable. 

10.  The  rotation  period  should  be  extended  as  far  a.s  is  necessary  for  raising  the 
different  sorts  of  trees  and  forest  production  which  are  counted  on  from  the  forest,  but 
without  occasioning  such  delay  in  consumption  that  any  part  of  the  forest  shall  there- 
by receive  injury  or  deteriorate  in  value. 

11.  The  estimate  of  what  shall  be  consumed  during  the  period  of  division  or  allot- 
ment shall  be  based  on  the  forest's  growth,  the  extent  of  ground,  and  on  the  known 
qaantity  of  wood  and  timber,  ascertained  by  careful  calculation,  whereof  no  more  may 
be  taken  out  than  corresponds  with  the  growth,  of  the  forest  during  the  said  time. 

12.  During  the  last  year  of  the  division  period  a  revision  is  made  for  searching  out 
the  changes  the  forest  has  undergone  and  for  drawing  up  the  economy  plan  for  the 
following  division  period. 

Moreover,  the  government  having  authorized  the  administration  of  forests  to  issue 
re|^ulations  which  may  be  required  in  conformity  with  the  above  principles,  the  ad- 
ministration of  forests  has  found  it  reasonable  to  onlain  as  follows : 

1.  The  method  of  working  a  forest,  mentioned  in  paragraph  2,  above,  can,  where 
necessary,  be  introduced  on  the  same  block,  though  on  separate  parts  thereof; 
for  example,  forest-grown  rocky  hills,  moss  tracts,  or  other  land  on  which  systematic 
thinning  seems  an  object,  also  such  tracts  as  seem  suitable  for  low-forest  culture,  may 
enter  into  the  same  plan  of  economy  with  tract-cutting,  where  the  grounds  have  not 
sufficient  extent  for  more  than  one  block. 

2.  In  dividing  the  forest  into  blocks,  regard  is  had  that  as  far  as  possible  the  older, 
middle-aged,  and  young  forest  "  bestands"  are  in  suitable  relations  to  each  other,  also 
that  the  block  obtains  a  proper  form.  The  ground  allotted  in  the  block  for  tract-out- 
ting  may  not  exceed  "  6,000  quadrat  ref,"  (1,306  acres.)  With  the  introducing  of  sys- 
tematic heavy-timber  thinning,  block  allotment  is  fixed  according  to  the  means  for 
floj^tiug,  and  accordingly  a  connected  forest  of  even  12,000  acres  may  be  reckoned  to  a 
block,  providing  the  product  therefrom  can  be  floated  on  the  same  water-course. 
Lands  whereon  Tow-forest  culture  is  introduced,  and  which  are  not  entered  in  the  econ- 
omy plan  that  has  been  fixed  for  tract-cutting,  are  divided  into  blocks  of  at  most  120 
acres.  When  blocks  are  not  situated  apart  they  ought  to  have  natural  boundaries,  as 
wator-courses,  marsh,  and  rocky-hill  extents,  &c.,  &c.,  or  nevertheless  be  bounded  by 
highways  or  fences ;  but  if  such  do  not  exist,  they  are  separated  by  means  of  a  line 
cleared  through  the  forest  to  the  width  of  20  feet. 

3.  In  dividing  the  block  into  parcels  or  divisions,  the  principal  object  of  which  is  to 
facilitate  '*  orienting**  or  astronomical  directions,  and  clearness  in  description,  likewise 
attaining  an  approximating  homogeneous  forest  bestaud,  the  same  is  to  be  observed 
concerning  their  boundaries  that  has  just  been  mentioned  in  respect  to  blocks  j  never- 
theless the  separating  lines  may  be  cleared  only  the  width  of  10  feet.  The  forest  land 
of  a  division  should  not  exceed  200  acres  except  in  forests  which  are  allotted  for  mer- 
chantable or  heavy  timber,  within  which,  as  comprising  the  division  or  parcel,  may  be 
reckoned  only  those  parts  divided  by  natural  boundaries.  Connected  forest-blocks  of 
200  acres  extent,  or  less,  constitute  only  a  division  or  parcel. 

4.  The  surveying  of  the  forest,  where  it  is  so  required,  may  be  based,  as  heretofore, 
on  parallel  lines  running  in  right  angles,  or  over  valleys  and  summit  ext^ents  in  oblique 
direction  ;  nevertheless  nereaffcer  these  lines  ought  not  to  be  cut  or  clefired  more  than 
is  necessary  for  making  them  visible,  but  shall  instead  be  blazed  to  a  breadth  of  ten 
feet.  In  the  allotment  of  the  forest  for  the  purpose  of  systematic  heavy-timber  thin- 
ning, smaller  impediments,  unless  sketched  on  the  map,  shall  only  be  noted  in  the 
description. 

5.  Forest  maps  shall  be  drawn  up  on  a  scale  of  gj^^f^  of  natural  size,  with  these  excep- 
tions: lands  allotte^l  for  heavy-timber  thinning  shall  be  mapped  on  a  scale  of  eoUn  of 
natural  size;  lands  for  low-forest  culture,  according  to  separate  plan  of  economy,  shall 
be  mapped  on  a  scale  of  4(^0  o^  natural  size.  A  separate  map  is  drawn  up  for  each 
block.  On  the  just-mentioned  maps  of  go 000  scale,  two  or  three  blocks  may  neverthe- 
less be  contained,  according  to  circumstances.  When  the  forest  is  composed  of  several 
blocks,  with  map  for  each,  a  comprehensive  map  of  the  whole  forest  may  be  prepared, 
showing  the  relative  situation  of  the  blocks,  on  a  scale  of  joioo  of  natural  size ;  and 
with  heavy-timber  thinning  soJoo-^f  natural  size.    The  map  of  the  floating-coursea, 
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sive  manou  the  scale  aforcoicutiouod  basbeon  prepared,  the  doating-courses  should  be 
shown  tneroon,  and  in  such  caso  no  separate  map  of  these  is  needed.  The  maps  shall 
be  well  and  plainly  drawn,  colored,  provided  with  names  of  bordering  estates,  forests, 
or  the  like,  written  around,  title,  scale,  and  north  direction  whereon  the  variation  is 
observed.  The  cleared  or  blazcsd  lines  and  the  separatin*;  lines  pertaining  to  the  pro- 
ject for  period  allotment  or  division  shall  be  drawn  on  the  map,  also  the  yearly  clear- 
ing or  cutting  bounds  in  the  first  period ;  th*e  latter,  nevertheless,  only  on  maps  of  for- 
ests which  are  not  under  the  immediate  administration  of  the  forest  establishment. 

6.  The  valuation  or  estimate  of  the  forest  is  undertak  ^n  in  conformity  with  the  rec- 
ognized principles  of  forest  science  separately  for  each  .siibdi vision,  with  regard  to  dif- 
ferences of  ground  and  forest  bestand. 

7.  The  detseription  consists  of  general  and  bostand  description. 

8.  The  general  description  is  based  in  certain  parts  on  bestand  descriptiou,  and  shall 
under  separate  titles  account  for — 

History  of  the  changes  which  the  forest  has  undergone  financially,  state  and  admin- 
istration of  possessory  right,  wherewith,  if  practicable,  the  official  proceedings  may 
be  introduced  on  which  the  changes  or  improvements  have  been  based  and  the  influ- 
ence of  these,  of  forest  fire«,  of  injuries  by  storms  and  the  like  on  the  forest^s  present 
condition. 

The  uses  or  service  with  which  the  forest,  from  one  cause  or  another,  is  charged; 
how  far  these  are  based  on  culture  or  resolutions,  and  in  the  latter  case  what,  also,  the 
influence  on  the  forest  which  the  uses  produce. 

Boundaries  on  adjoining  stranger  owners ;  also,  when  the  forewt  belongs  to  home- 
stead or  farm,  on  the  thereto  belonging  arable  and  pasture  land  ;  wherewith  for  that 
case  any  land  which  did  not  before  belong  to  the  forest,  but  which  is  included  in  the 
allotment,  with  the  reason  therefor,  ought  separately  to  be  given,  regard  being  had  to 
what  is  prescribed  in  Royal  Forest  Regulations  of  the  29th  June,  1866,  section  38. 

Nature  of  the  forest  land,  nature  of  the  forest  bestand  in  gen^eral,  according  to  bes- 
tand description. 

Block  allotment  or  dividing,  and  motives  for  the  same. 

Prevailing  winds,  and  their  effect. 

Depredations  and  wastes:  to  what  extent  the  forest  is  exposed  to  such,  and  their 
nature. 

Watching  or  care ;  how  this  is  ordered,  and  how  far  sufficient. 

Pasture  and  autumn-mowing,  and  what  effect  such  use  has  on  the  forest. 

Selling  of  the  produce  of  the  forest,  where  this  can  come  in  question,  wherewith, 
when  this  is  depen(^enton  opportunity  of  floating,  a  map  of  the  floating-course  in  tho 
forest  and  in  its  neighborhood  is  annexed,  providing  such  map  can  be  had  without 
separate  survey. 

With  several  other  relations  which,  in  and  for  the  forest  administration,  can  be  of 
weight,  which  like  the  above-mentioned  ought  to  be  stated  under  separate  titles. 

9.  The  description  of  the  bestand. — Table  No.  1,  1,  which  is  prepared  in  tabu- 
lar form,  and  which,  with  the  exception  of  area  reports,  composed  in  proportion  to  the 
progress  of  tho  survey  and  valuation,  contains  the  following  columns : 

1.  Division^  or  parcel,  (in  the  Swedish  ''skiften,")  wherein  is  introduced  the  name  of 
the  division,  in  what  block  it  has  been  divided,  also  the  letters  whereby  these  are 
denoted  on  the  map. 

2.  Subdivision,  in  which  colnmn  is  placed  the  letter  whereby  the  differences  of  tho 
forest  land  and  forest  bestand  have  been  denoted  on  the  map. 

3.  Extent  J  wherein  the  area  is  given  in  new  measuring,  (quailrat  rcf  and  qua<lrate 
poles,)  and  which  colnmn  is  subdivided  in  two,  namely: 

a.  Forest  land^  where  regard  is  had  to  the  area  of  forest-bearing  gnmnd,  the  subdivis- 
ions are  given  as — 

a.  Forest-grown,  or— 

/i.  Bare,  under  which  latter  dissignation  may  be  introduced  as  well  such  lantl  as  pro- 
duces only  bushes  and  scattered  trees  as  that  which  shall  be  cleared,  during  the  divis- 
ion period  for  effecting  satisfactory  re-growth ;  also— 

b.  Inipedimentd  and  land  not  regarded  sufficiently  fertile  for  forestSy  under  which  is  noted 
such  rocky  hills,  marshes,  mosses,  dec,  which  cannot  be  counted  on  to  bear  forest ;  also 
such  preventing  sand-holes,  ways,  and  tilled  places,  &c.,  whereon  forest  will  not  be 
grown. 

4.  Land  where  under  the  subdivision  is  described  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  tho 
land  and  soil. 

5.  Situationy  where  the  situation  «  described  as  well  with  regard  to  moisture  as  in  re- 
lation to  prevailing  winds. 

6.  TAe/orest,  which  column  is  subdivided  into  four: 

o.  Sort  of  trees,  wherein  is  introduced  the  kind  of  trees  the  forest  bestands  consist  of, 
with  special  remarks  as  to  the  prevailing — 

b.  Growth,  closeness,  icin^alls,  pretnous  treatment,  Slc,  where  a  fuller  description  of  tho  ^ 
forest  bestand  is  given,  as  well  as  how  the  same  seems  to  have  been  treated  previously ^^ 
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c  Amount  of  production,  wherein  is  note^  the  uumber  of  cords,  at  100  cabic  feet  (Swed- 
ish) solid  measure,  which  the  growing  forest  contains. 

o.  By  quadrat  r^(say  10,000  sqaare  feet)  in  whole  and  tenths  of  cords,  and — 

0.  By  subdivision  in  whole  cordfs ;  or  nevertheless  with  heavy  or  merchantable  timber- 
thinning  nnmber  of  sticks  per  qnadrat  ref  and  in  the  whole  subdivision ;  also — 

d.  Age  class,  wherein  is  introduced  the  prevailing  ages  of  the  forest  bestand,  designed 
t«  show  twenty-year-age  classes,  from  1-90,  20-40,  40-60  years,  &c.,  whereafter,  under 
the  title  of  treatment  of  the  hestand  during  the  division  period,  (Table  No.  1,  2,)  follows : 

7.  Manner  of  working  the  forest,  in  which  column  is  noted  how  far  the  bestand  shall 
proceed  under  allotment  of  tract-cutting,  or  if  thinning  or  low-forest  culture  should  be 
there  introduced ;  and— 

8.  Special  means,  including  accounts  of  what  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  bestand  and 
land  during  the  time  for  which  the  division  Is  regarded  to  be  effective,  whereto  shall  be 
stated  for  the  occurrence  of  help-pruning  or  preparatory  clearing  (or  cutting)  that 
amount  of  wood  and  timber  which  thereby,  according  to  valuation,  it  is  considered  can 
be  obtained  per  qnadrat  ref.  The  area  as  well  as  quantity  of  wood  and  timber  on  the 
subdivisions  may  be  summed  up  for  every  division  or  parcel,  and  a  compendium  intro- 
duced at  the  end  of  the  table,  wherein  the  whole  of  the  area  of  the  division  or  parcel 
and  quantity  of  woo<l  and  timber  noted  shows  the  extent  and  bulk  of  the  wood  and 
timber,  as  well  as  a  like  compendium  for  the  separate  blocks  to  show  the  whole  area 
of  the  forest  and  stock  of  wood  in  cords,  or  with  heavy  or  merchantable  timber-thin- 
ning, in  timber. 

To  the  description  of  the  bestand  belongs  eiiually  with  tract-cutting,  a  compendium 
of  the  area  which  the  different  age-classes  occupy,  and  the  timber  and  wood  mass  each 
one  contains.  The  description  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  the  length- valuations  intro- 
duced in  the  forest. 

10.  The  plan  of  management^  of  which  a  sketch  ought  to  be  made  at  the  place  of  em- 
ployment, so  that  the  state  of  the  forest  in  ca^e  of  need  may  serve  for  further  direction, 
contains  the  following:  titles : 

Manner  of  working  the  forest,  under  which  is  noted  for  every  block  how  great  part  of 
forest  land  and  quantity  of  wood  and  timber  suits  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  mentioned 
methods  of  working  the  forest,  and  where  so  required  the  motives  for  the  distributioa 
of  the  forest-ground  between  them. 

notation,  under  which  title  separately  for  each  block  and  method  of  working  the 
forest  with  necessary  motives  may  be  introduced,  the  age  which,  in  general  it  is 
thought  the  forest  should  have  before  the  same  can  be  consumed ;  whereto  with  heavy 
timber- thinning  under  the  title  in  question  ought  to  be  given  the  time. 

Thinning-time,  during  which  thinning  shall  be  done. 

Consumption,  which  title  for  every  block  contains  a  calculation  of  what,  during  tbo 
whole  of  the  twenty-year  period,  and  during  every  year  of  the  same,  should  be  consumed, 
also  report  where  and  how  consumption  ought  to  be  effected  separately  for  foretio 
adapted  to  tract-cutting,  thinning,  or  low-forest  culture ;  and  there  ought  therewith 
to  be  l^ded  in  tabular  form,  equally  for  the  two  foregoing  titles,  a  compendium,  (Table 
No.  2,)  to  which  is  a<lded  a  report  for  the  whole  block  and  area,  and  amount  of  wood 
and  timber  summed  together. 

Forest-cultivating,  (with  special  regard  to  sowing  and  planting,)  under  which  is  note<l 
in  table  form,  (Table  III)  by  block-division  and  sub-division,  the  area  of  the  ground 
which  during  the  period  shall  undergo  complete  forest-cultivating,  ^that  is,  clearing 
and  raising  fbrest  again  on  the  same  place  by  planting  or  sowing,)  help-culture,  drain- 
age or  other  means  for  advancing  re-growth,  whereto  may  be  noted  the  nature  of  the 
measures  and  steps  which  in  every  case  shall  be  adopted. 

Project  for  the  future -division  of  the  forest  in  respect  to  rotation  and  thinning  period^ 
under  which  title,  and  with  reference  to  the  map  of  the  forest,  is  indicated  how  it  in 
considered,  on  the  biisis  of  the  present  state,  the  sub-divisions  ought  to  be  united  for 
hastening,  and  with  least  sacrihce  of  growth,  to  form  suitable  parts  of  the  forest,  cor- 
responding with  the  twenty-year  periods,  separate  report  being  made  for  the  division  of 
the  ground  in  every  block  for  tract-cutting,  thinning,  or  low-forest  growing. 

Pasture  and  autumn-mowing,  under  which  is  noted  that  which,  with  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject, should  be  observed  during  the  division  period. 

Means  of  facilitating  the  tramportation  and  sale  of  wood  and  timber,  under  which  title  is 

given,  as  may  happen,  the  needful  scheme  for  ways,  improvement  of  floating-courses, 
isposing  of  the  sorts  of  timber  necessary  for  the  region,  &c.,  &.c. 
Administration  and  care  wherewith  representation  is  made  of  what,  in  said  respect, 
ought  to  be  adopted  to  secure  suitability  of  plan  of  economy,  therewith  always  com- 
plying with  what  is  prescribed  by  the  control-book  for  consumption  and  forest-cultiva- 
tion. 

11.  Rotation  with  tract-cutting  is  determined  so  that,  after  knowledge  is  acquired  of  the 
kinds  of  trees  the  forest  will  yield,  and  the  growing-time  required  for  them,  the  area 
of  the  forest-grown  land  is  divided  into  the  number  of  twenty-year  periods  which  said 
growing-time  contains ;  thus,  with  140  years  growing-time  by  7,  with  120  yeara  by  6,  dtc. 
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frhereby  is  ascertained  the  extent  on  an  average  can  be  consumed  during  every  20  years. 
Thereafter  is  examined  through  comparing  the  extent  of  this  latter  with  the  area 
which  every  age-class  takes  up,  how  long  time  consumption  in  each  and  every  class, 
beginning  with  the  oldest,  should  require,  wherewith  also  knowledge  is  gained  of  the 
Age  of  the  forest  at  the  time  of  consumption.    If  then  it  is  found  that  any  essential 

Eart  of  the  forest  should  be  consumed  first  after  that  which  has  taken  injury  from  too 
igh  age,  so  ought  said  examination  to  be  renewed  in  a  twenty  years'  shorter  time,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  therewith  greater  area  of  consumption,  till  its  results  shows  that 
the  forest  can  be  consumed  witnout  losing  in  value,  when  the  last-mentioned  time  is 
XMiopted  for  rotation-time. 

With  the  introduction  of  regulated  timber-thinning  it  is  seen,  too,  that  the  thinning - 
time  becomes  so  suflScient  that  a  requisite  number  of  trees  may  be  able  to  grow  to 
heavy  timber  by  the  time  its  thinning  returns  to  the  same  tract  which  it  before  went 
over. 

As  well  rotation  as  thinning-time  should  contain  a  certain  number  of  twenty-year 
periods. 

Thinning-time  ou^ht  to  be  an  equal  part  of  rotation  time. 

12  The  computation  of  what  is  taken  out  by  tract-cutting  during  the  period  is  mado 
thus : 

Of  that  part  of  the  forest-grown  land  allotted  to  tract-cutting  is  assigned  for  con- 
sumption during  forty  years,  two-sevenths  of  the  area  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
year,  two-sixths  or  one-third  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  year,  two-lifths  with  ouo 
hundred  year  rotation  periods,  &rC.  Out  of  the  oldest  age-classes  is  taken  off  thereafter 
as  great  area  as  corresponds  to  said  part.  The  forest  which  is  found  on  the  area  thus 
taken  off  consists  of  that  which  can  be  consumed  during  forty  years.  Hereof  is  allot- 
ted for  consumption  during  the  first  twenty  years,  out  of  the  oldest  or  least  growing 
bestand,  so  great  a  part  that  the  growing  forest  thereon,  without  including  the  grown , 
may  attain  to  wood  and  timber  mass  equally  with  the  growing  forest  on  the  other 
part,  with  reckoning  or  including  that  grown  during  twenty  years.  With  the  reckoning 
of  growth,  nevertheless,  so-called  growth-tables  may  not  be  used  unless  the  yearly 
growth  of  the  bestand  running  in  the  two  periods  is  accepted  as  the  average  amount 
of  what  these  during  its  tilled  age  yearly  grow. 

In  thinning  of  heavy  timber  is  consumed,  during  the  time  adopted  for  thinning,  all  the 
timber  found  at  the  dividing  or  allotment  besides  half  the  quantity  of  heavy  timber- 
stuff  which  within  the  period  of  thinning  can  grow.  Of  this  amount  of  wood  and 
timber  can  thus  be  consumed  during  the  twenty-year  division  period,  with  fortv- 

fear  thinning-time  half,  with  sixty-year  one-third,  and  with  eighty-year  one-fourtli. 
n  this  way  is  taken  off  that  part  of  the  forest  which  shall  correspond  with  the  first 
twenty-year  period,  wherewith  is  observed,  nevertheless,  that  only  such  land  as  bears 
heavy  timber,  or  within  the  thinning  period  grows  heavy  or  merchantable  timber-stuff, 
entei^  into  the  calculation,  also  that  the  part  taken  off  does  not  more  than  twenty-five 
I>er  cent,  exceed  that  which  the  land  just  mentioned,  reckoned  exclusively  according 
to  the  area,  shall  have  produced  in  the  period.  If  it  is  found,  notwithstanding  such 
augmentation  in  area,  the  part  taken  or  sold  off  does  not  contain  the  number  of  pieces 
of  timber  which,  according  to  the  above-mentioned  calcnlation,  ought  to  be  had,  the 
consumption  is  reduced  to  what  the  thus  sold-off  district  for  a  period  of  twenty  years 
c^n  according  to  calculation  give. 

With  other  thinning  the  consumption's  mass  is  calculated  the  same  as  is  mentioned 
in  regard  to  track-cutting. 

In  the  dividing  or  allotment  for  low-forest  growing,  with  separate  blocks  the  area 
is  divided  by  that  number  of  periods  which  the  rotation-time  contains,  after  which  the 
amount  of  consumption  is  fixed  according  to  the  bulk  of  production  on  that  part  which 
corresponds  to  the  first  period,  wherewith,  if  so  required,  the  growth  is  reckoned  in  the 
manner  above  written. 

In  the  consumption  calculated  in  harmony  with  the  above  principles  is  not  included 
what,  according  to  estimate,  is  obtained  through  preparatory  thinning  and  help-pru- 
ning or  clearing  up  of  found  wind-falls  and  dry  forest,  so  called  cleaning-cutting,  like- 
wise neither  the  utilizing  of  stumps,  roots,  branches,  and  twigs. 

13.  When  the  division  or  allotment  takes  place  in  such  forests  as  are  mentioned  in 
Clhapters  III  and  V  of  the  Government's  Forest  Regulations  of  29th  June,  1866,  witli 
the  dividing  proceedings  and  maps  shall  special  memorial  bo  prepared,  representing 
how  far  it  is  thought  the  forest,  according  to  H  16  and  23  of  said  regulations,  ought  to 
be  placed  under  the  immediate  care  and  administration  of  the  forest  state,  also  if  such 
is  not  the  condition,  the  need  of  the  products  of  the  forest  at  the  homestead  or  farm 
to  which  it  belongs ;  also  how  far  the  forest  is  insufficient  to  supply  said  need,  or 
nevertheless  besides  answering  the  requirement  or  leaving  something  over  the  same, 
and  in  the  latter  case  the  amount  of  surplus,  also  project  for  the  forest-rent,  which 
.according  to  $  17  ought  to  be  reckoned,  or  that  portion  of  clear  gain  which,  on  the 
principle  of  $  24  of  regulations,  can  accrue  to  the  resident  occupier. 

14.  At  the  ren'^um  of  the  allotment  which  here  above  is  ordained  is  drawn  up  cMTthe  prinf  ^ 
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ciple  of  examination  of  the  forest,  and,  with  higb-forest  culture,  accurate  calculation  of 
the  oldDr  age-classes,  new  allotment  proceedings,  wherewith  the  map  is  intended  for 
introducing  of  the  noticed  changes. 

Revision  shall  also  be  had  of  the  forest-maps  and  plans  of  economy  hitherto  drawn 
np  for  the  public  forests,  where  these  have  been  operative  twenty  years  or  more. 
Should  the  maps  and  allotment  proceedings  be  found  continuing  suitable  the  drawing 
up  of  new  ones  may  be  dispeused  with. 

Stockholm,  as  above. 

A.  i:.  RO>S. 

C.  A.  T.  I'.fOrkmax. 


[Traoslated  from  the  SwediHh.l 

5.  Hla  Iloijal  Maj€8ty^s  gracious  regulations  oonoerning  the  management  of  the  pul/lw  foreits 
within  the  Kingdom.    Given  at  the  Palace  of  Stockholmj  June  29,  1866. 

We,  Cliarles,  with  the  grace  of  God,  the  King  of  Sweden,  Norway,  &c.,  &c.,  make 
known  that,  whereas  the  estates  of  the  Kingdom  in  their  hnmble  letters  of  February 
16,  1858,  and  November  30, 1863,  have  made  known  the  principles  according  to  which 
the  public  forests  of  the  Kingdom  onght  to  be  managed,  we  have  found  proper,  having 
beard  the  opinion  of  our  forest  administration,  and  of  ours  and  the  Kingdom^s  Ex- 
chequer College,  (Kammar  KoUegium,)  and  canceling  the  royal  regulation  for  the 
ferests  within  the  Kingdom  of  August  1,  1895,  in  regard  to  land  and  commons,  Crown- 
parks,  and  forests  belonging  to  the  Crown,  as  well  as  to  forests  belonging  to  dwelling- 
places  and  farms  of  the  Crown,  and,  furthermore,  altering  other  regulations  in  regard 
to  the  same  subject,  as  far  as  contrary  to  these  rules,  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
adopted  by  the  estates  of  the  Kingdom,  to  stipulate  the  following: 

Chapter  I. 

IN    KE(iAKI>  TO   CKOWN-IARKK. 

^  1.  The  crown-parks  shall  be  retained  to  their  original  extent,  and  managed  accord- 
ing to  such  plans  which,  based,  upon  scientific  rules,  and  suited  to  different  locations, 
shall  promote  the  conservation  and  the  yield  of  the  forests.  Our  forest  administration 
shall  sanction  the  plans  of  management  and  issue  such  orders  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  proper  care  of  these  forests. 

$  2.  The  crown-parks  shall  be  under  the  immediate  care  and  management  of  the 
forest  corps.  The  Crown  shall  defray  the  expenses  for  their  guarding,  and  shall  alone 
receive  the  income  of  the  same,  where  not  otherwise  is  stipulated. 

^  3.  Regulations  issued  in  regard  to  crown-parks  shall  also  be  in  force  in  regard  to 
quicksand  fields  belonging  to  the  Crown. 

^  4.  In  regard  to  the  Royal  Deer  Park  at  Stockholm,  as  well  as  commons  belonging 
to  the  Crown  and  assigned  to  certain  purposes,  public  establishments  or  institutions 
are  separately  stipulated. 

CllAPTKR  II. 
IN    REGARD  TO   COMMONh. 

$  5.  What  is  stipulated  in  $  1  in  regard  to  crown-parks  is  also  valid  in  regard  to 
commons. 

$6.  Part  owners  of  commons  will  build  and  live  within  the  district  according  to 
their  part,  where  not  in  separate  cases  otherwise  is  stipulated.  Our  governor  of  prov- 
ince shall  annually  fix  and  publish  time  and  place  when  these  part  owners  shall,  by 
proxy  from  the  parish  and  by  balloting,  select  an  administration,  which,  in  all  cases 
concerning  the  common,  shall  exercise  tlie  decisive  right  of  the  part  owners,  when  not 
otherwise  is  stipulated  in  the  rules  for  the  common.  These  rules  are  made  out  by  the 
part  owners  and  sanctioned  by  our  governor  of  province  as  far  as  he  shall  find  the 
the  same,  having  heard  the  opinion  of  the  district  manager,  corresponding  to  the 
laws  and  these  regulations,  as  well  as  to  the  adopted  plan  of  the  management  of  the 
commons. 

^  7.  If  the  part  owners  wish  themselves  to  guard  and  manage  the  common  they  may 
do  80  under  condition — 

1.  That  a  plan  of  the  management  of  the  common  has  been  approved  of  by  onr  forest 
administration  and  that  the  preparing  works  necessary  for  the  surveys  are  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  part  owners ;  and 

2.  That  regulations  are  i88ue<l  and  sanctioned  for  the  common  as  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  section.  C^r^r^n]^ 

Jigitized  by  VjOO^  LC 
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$  8.  If  the  part  owners  guard  ami  manage  the  commons  the  respective  forest  officers 
shall,  however,  observe  that  what  is  prescribed  for  the  management  of  the  forest  is 
properly  observed.  Should  there  be  any  neglect  herein,  and  should  the  same  not  be 
corrected  within  the  time  specified  by  our  governor  of  province,  or  should  larger  felling 
be  done  on  the  common  than  permitted  in  the  plan  of  the  management,  our  governor 
of  province  shall  order  the  common  to  be  placed  under  the  care  or  management  of  the 
forest  corps;  whereafter  the  forest  administration,  report  hereof  having  been  made, 
shall  appoint  the  respective  manager  of  the  "rivier"  to  tUke  care  of  the  guarding  and 
management  of  the  common  through  foresters  engaged  for  the  purpose. 

J  9.  Shonld  not  the  part  owners  guard  and  manage  the  common,  Xhis  shall  be  done 
by  the  forest  corps  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

$  10.  Of  the  yield  of  the  common  shall  in  the  first  place  b€  paid  out  the  salary  of 
the  foresters,  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  their  dwelling-places,  forest  cultivation, 
felling  of  forest  products  which  are  not  sold  growing,  as  well  as  other  expenses  men- 
tioned in  the  plan  of  management  or  especially  ordered. 

$  11.  Thereafter  shall  tlie  timber  required  for  bridges  and  other  buildings  within  the 
district  be  laid  aside,  and  the  remainder  of  the  yield  be  annually  divided  between  the 
part  owners,  depending  upon  the  decision  of  the  part  owners  whether  the  products  or 
the  returns  for  the  same  shall  be  divided  between  them.  Should  the  common  be  under 
the  care  and  management  of  the  forest  corps,  the  yield,  whether  in  products  or  money, 
shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  administration  of  the  common,  who  shall  pay  out 
and  divide  the  same  according  to  above-mentioned  principles. 

J  12.  Should  the  common  be  managed  by  the  forest  corps  "  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
"rivier"  manager  to  annually,  before  the  endof  the  month  of  July,  render  account  for 
the  past  calendar  year  of  not  only  the  yield  of  the  common  in  forest  products,  but  also 
of  the  expenses  for  the  common  and  of  the  funds  he  has  received  for  the  covering  of 
the  same.  This  account  shall  be  made  out  in  two  copies,  of  which  one  is  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  our  forest  administration  and  the  other  to  our  governor  of  province.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  common  administration  to  transmit  to  our  governor  of  prov- 
ince, before  the  end  of  the  month  of  August,  annual  accounts  of  the  yield  of  the  com- 
mons and  of  the  distribution  of  the  same  among  the  part  owners,  or  how  otherwise  dis- 
posed of.  Should  the  common  be  under  the  care  and  management  of  the  part  owners, 
this  account  shall  also  embrace  a  list  of  the  felling  as  well  as  of  the  expenses  of  the 
common  during  the  past  account  year,  and  will  in  such  a  case  be  transmitted  to  our 
governor  of  province  to  the  forest  administration  after  the  lapse  of  the  thirty  days 
mentioned  in  the  following  section. 

$  13.  The  accounts  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  having  been  received  by  our 
governor  of  province,  they  shall  be  open  for  examination  by  the  part  owners  at  the 
meeting  mentioned  in  section  six  and  during  thirty  days  at  the  time  and  place  fixed 
and  published  by  our  governor  of  province. 

^  14.  Former  instructions  for  a  common  respectively  sanctioned  may  be  in  force,  pro- 
vided they  correspond  with  these  rules.  Should  an  alteration  be  necessary,  such  may 
^e  done  according  to  what  is  stipulated  in  section  six  for  the  issuing  of  new  regula- 
tions. 

Chapter  III. 

IN   REGAKD    TO  THE  FOKKi<Th    BELONGING  TO   THE    KING'S  DOMALNS  OR    LET-OUT  FARMS* 
'AND  ESTATES  OF  THE  CROWN. 

^  15.  At  the  King's  domains,  the  King's  dairies,  dwelling-places  assigned  to  the 
finances  of  the  States,  (Statsverket,)  and  other  farms  and  estates  which  are  managed 
or  let  out  for  the  account  of  the  Crown,  shall  a  regular  forest  management  be  intro- 
daced,  provided  they  are  not  situated  within  the  same  territory  as  any  private  prop- 
erty ;  or,  should  there  be  any  other  objection,  they  shall  be  surveyed  where  our  forest 
administration,  with  regard  to  the  extent  and  quality  of  the  forest,  shall  find  it  suitable. 
The  cost  of  the  survey  shall  be  paid  out  of  public  funds,  where  not  in  existing  leases 
otherwise  is  provided. 

i  16.  Should  the  forest  bo  very  large  and  so  located  that  the  same  may  conveniently 
be  placed  under  the  immediate  care  and  management  of  the  forest  corps,  we  will,  upon 
the  report  of  our  forest  administration,  in  each  separate  case,  issue  regulations  there- 
for, and  in  such  cases  it  shall  be  observed  that  sufficient  forest  is  retained  for  household 
pnrposes,  but  the  remaining  forest,  as  now  existing  leases  expire  or  the  lessee  will  con- 
sent, shall  be  made  into  a  crown-park,  and  managed  according  to  Chapter  I. 

J  17.  In  all  the  leases  issueil  hereafter  for  the  estates  of  the  Crown,  the  lessee  shall 
engage  himself  to  care  and  manage  the  forest  according  to  the  plan  of  management 
where  such  has  been  or  shall  be  sanctioned  with  the  right  to  ircely  dispose  of  that 
yield  of  the  forest  even  above  -what  is  required  for  household  purposes ;  and  when 
plans  of  management  are  made  out  for  such  forests  as  will  remain  under  the  care  and 
management  of  the  lessee,  a  certain  amount  of  forest  rent  shall  be  fixed  therefor  and 


624  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

mentioned  amons  the  conditions  of  the  lease.  It  shall  depend  npon  the  opinion  of  our 
and  the  Kingdonrs  Exchequer  College,  (Kammar  Kolleginm,)  or  the  authority  under  the 
care  and  superintendence  of  which  the  estate  is  placed,  whether,  and  under  what  condi- 
tionsj  the  aboye  right  to  dispose  of  the  forest  may  be  granted  the  present  lessee  for  the 
remaining  time  of  the  lease. 

$  18.  When  forests  belonging  to  the  estates  of  the  Crown  are  placed  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  lessee,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  respective  foresters  to  carefully  watch 
•over  that  the  plan  of  management  is  followed  and  to  r^ort  all  neglects  of  the  same. 

Chapter  IV. 

IN   REGARD  TO   I'ORESTS   BELONGING  TO  THE   lARM.S  OF  PUBLIC   I>(STITUTION8. 

^  19.  In  regard  to  forests  belonging  to  the  farms  and  estates  of  churches,  academies, 
hospitals,  soldiers'  asylums,  and  other  public  institutions,  what  is  stipulated  in  Mom. 
1,  $  1^)  about  district  felling  and  other  regular  management,  shall  be  in  force,  and  the 
respective  administration  or  authority  who  shall  have  the  superintendence  over  such 
property  ought  to  apply  to  our  forest  administration  to  obtain  the  plan  of  management, 
who  shall  order  the  respective  forester  to  make  out  such  a  plan  and  to  transmit  the 
same  to  the  forest  administration  for  approval,  for  which  service  he  will  be  separately 
paid  in  accordance  with  the  tariff. 

$  20.  The  plan  of  management  for  such  a  forest  having, been  approved  of,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  respective  forester  to  see  to  that  the  same'  is  observed  and  to  report  to 
our  forest  administration  all  neglects  herein,  and  also,  when  the  farm  is  managed  by 
lessee  or  owner,  to  the  administration  or  authority  who  superintends  the  same. 

$  21.  In  regard  to  farms  belonging  to  public  institutions,  aud  which  are  cultivated  by 
right  of  possession,  is  stipulated  in  the  fourth  chapter. 

Chapter  V. 

lOItEST   BELtkNGlNO  TO  OFFICIAL  DWELLING-PLACES. 

$  22.  What  is  prefc»cribed  in  Mom.  1,  $  15,  about  district  felling  and  other  regular 
management  shall  be  valid  in  regard  to  forests  belonging  to  dwelling-places  assigned  to 
civil,  military,  and  clerical  institutions.  Where  such  forests  have  not  been  surveyed 
as  far  as  funds  assigned  for  the  purpose  will  allow,  or  when  the  possessors  or  adminis- 
trations will  defray  the  expenses  for  the  same,  the  most  suitable  plan  of  management 
shall  be  adopted  and  our  forest  administration  shall  appoint  a  respective  forester  who, 
being  separately  paid  for  his  service  according  to  the  tariff,  shall  survey  and  make  out 
the  plan  of  management  to  be  transmitted  to  our  approval  by  our  forest  administra- 
tion. In  making  out  such  a  plan,  it  shall  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  annual 
requirements  of  the  owner  of  forest  and  pasture  are  filled  as  far  as  possible,  even  if  the 
increase  of  the  yield  of  the  forest  should  be  delayed. 

}  23.  Should  the  forest  belonging  to  a  dwelling-place  be  very  much  larger  than  is 
required  for  household  purposes,  we  will,  upon  the  propositionof  our  forest  adminis- 
tration, order  the  entire  forest  or  a  proper  part  thereof  to  be  placed  under  the  immediate 
care  and  management  of  the  forest  corps,  as  stipulated  in  regard  to  crown-parks;  other- 
wise it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  farmer  to  guard  and  manage  the  forest,  thereby  observ- 
ing the  plan  of  management  approved  of  by  the  forest  administration. 

9  24.  Until  such  a  regulated  management  as  mentioned  in  $  15  has  been  introduced 
in  forests  belonging  to  dwelling-places  the  owner  may  use  the  same  for  household  pur- 
poses, when  not  a  more  extensive  ri^ht  has  been  granted  him  during  his  time  of  service ; 
but  thereafter  may  the  owner,  besides  that  he  always  shall  ei^joy  that  much  of  the 
income  of  the  forest  which  is  due  to  him  through  his  previous  right  and  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  household  purposes,  if  the  forest  is  placed  under  his  own  care,  receive  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  the  yield,  which  amount  may,  according  to  the  greater  or  smaller  ex- 
penses for  the  care  of  the  forest,  be  fixed  up  to  hsdf  tne  amount  of  the  yield  above 
what  is  required  for  household  purposes.  In  regard  to  how  much  of  the  yield  of  the 
forest  shall  be  the  owner's,  a  regular  management  having  been  introdnoed,  our  forest 
administration  shall,  before  the  plan  of  management  is  approved,  transmit  to  us  their 
humble  proposition,  whereupon  we,  having  learned  the  opinion  of  the  respective  par- 
ties, will  decide  separately  in  each  case. 

Out  of  the  returns  from  forests  belonging  to  dwelling-places  shall  first  and  foremost 
the  expenses  for  its  care  be  covered ;  but  money  advanced  for  the  survey  only  be  paid 
back  in  the  proportion  the  dweller  shall  receive  all  he  requires  for  housenold  purposes. 

The  returns  of  the  yield  of  forests  belonging  to  dwelling-places  which  do  not  go 
to  the  dweller  shall  be  disposed  of  at  military  dwelling-places  by  the  direction  for  the 
same.  At  clerical  dwelling-places  it  shall  be  used  in  conformity  with  the  royal  regula- 
tion of  July  11, 1862,  to  regulate  the  income  of  the  clergy;  and  shall,  at  the  dwelling- 
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places  for  the  governor  of  province,  go  to  the  funds  for  regulating  the  salaries  of  the 
governor  of  province,  but  in  all  other  cases  to  the  forest-planting  lands. 

$  25,  What  is  stipulated  in  the  foregoing  section  concerning  tne  disposal  of  the  re- 
turns of  forests  belonging  to  dwelling-places  shall  be  in  force  with  regard  to  the  com- 
pensation the  dweller  will  receive  when  oak-trees  are  felled  on  the  farm  for  the  account 
of  the  Crown. 

^  26.  When  the  parishioners  shall  build  or  repair  the  church  or  the  house  of  the  par- 
son, they  may  take  the  necessary  timber  from  the  forest  of  the  parsonage  or  other 
farms  belonging  to  the  same,  as  far  as  survey  may  be  held,  according  to  the  approved 
plan  of  management,  without  infringement  upon  the  right  of  the  owner  to  the  returns 
of  the  forest. 

$  27.  When  forest  belonging  to  a  dwelling-place,  according  to  $  23,  is  managed  by 
the  forest  corps,  the  manager  of  the  **  rivier "  shall  account  for  the  same,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  for  commons  in$  12,  Mom.  1;  and  our  governor  of  province  shall,  after  the 
dweller  has  seen  of  the  account,  transmit  the  same,  and  the  surplus  money  for  military 
dwelling-places,  to  the  direction  for  the  same,  and  for  the  clerical  ones  to  the  respective 
domkapitlet,  (cathedral  chapter,)  which  authorities  shall,  when  requested,  hand  over 
to  the  dwellers  their  respective  shares. 

In  regard  to  the  account  of  other  forests  belonging  to  dwelling-places,  the  authority 
who  superintends  the  same  will  issue  necessary  instructions. 

$  28.  What  is  stipulated  in  $  17  shall  be  in  force  in  regard  to  military  dwelling-places 
let  out  for  the  account  of  the  salary-fund. 

Chapter  VI. 

IN  REGARD  TO  FORESTS  BELONGING  TO  PUBLIC  FARMS  CULTIVATED  BY  TENANTS. 

$  29.  The  forest  belonging  to  farms  owned  by  the  Crown  and  public  institution  may 
be  used  for  household  purposes,  provided  not  otherwise  stipulated  by  special  permis- 
sion or  prescriptions.  However,  in  regard  to  crown-farms,  our  governor  of  province, 
and,  in  regard  to  other  farms,  the  authorities  under  whose  care  they  are  placed,  may , 
upon  application,  permit  the  owners  to  use  the  forest,  even  for  sale,  if  they  only  ob- 
serve the  plan  of  management  approved  for  the  same. 

^  30.  If  such  a  special  permission  as  mentioned  in  section  29  is  granted,  the  owner 
shall  apply  to  our  forest  administration  for  the  plan  of  management.  The  forest 
administration  will  then  appoint  a  forest  officer,  who  is  paid  by  the  owner  according  to 
the  tariff,  to  make  out  a  plan  of  management,  which  is  transmitted  to  the  forest  admin- 
istration for  approval.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  forest  corps,  as  well 
as  of  the  foresters,  to  see  to  that  the  plan  of  management  is  observed,  and  to  report  to 
our  governor  of  province,  or  the  authority  who  superintends  the  farm,  any  trausgi-es- 
sion  or  neglect  of  the  same ;  and  if  %uch  is  the  case  in  regard  to  crown-farms,  our  gov- 
ernor of  province  shall,  if  necessary,  and  until  otherwise  decided,  prohibit  the  use  of 
the  forest  for  other  than  household  purposes. 

J  31.  In  regard  to  the  right  of  tenants  of  crown-farms,  settlers  and  owners  of  settle- 
ments in  the  six  northern  hens  of  using  the  forest  over  and  above  what  is  required  for 
household  purposes,  is  separately  stipulated. 

Chapter  VII. 

IN  REGARD  TO  ADVANCES  FROM  PUBLIC  FUNDS  FOR  FOREST  SURVEYS. 

^  32.  There,  upon  humble  proposition,  we  have  found  proper  that  the  expense  of  the 
survey  of  such  public  forests  which  are  not  at  ours  and  the  Crohn's  Immediate  dis- 
posal may  be  paid  by  advances  from  public  funds,  there  shall  the  advances  be  paid 
back  from  the  yield  of  the  surveyed  forest ;  and  for  this  purpose  shall,  in  the  first  place, 
the  returns  from  the  sale  of  the  timber  which  has  been  followed  on  the  lines  of  survey 
be  used  ;  if  these  means  should  not  be  sufficient,  the  balance  will  be  gradually  paid  in 
out  of  the  annual  income  from  the  forest  above  what  is  required  for  the  care  of  the 
forest,  and  in  regard  to  dwelling-places  what  the  dweller  needs  for  his  household  pur- 
poses. 

Chapter   VIII. 

in  regard  to  pasture  and  hay-harvest  in  public  forests. 

$  33.  Pasturing  and  hay-harvesting  may  not  take  place  in  forests  mentioned  in 
these  regulations,  and  for  which  plans  of  management  are  sanctioned,  in  any  other 
way  than  prescribed  in  the  plan  of  management,  or  in  special  cases  permitted  by  the 
forest  administration ;  pasture  or  hay-harvest  in  crown-parks  may  be  purchased  for  a 
certain  time  at  public  auctions:  of  pasture  which  maybe  let  out  on  commons,  the 
administration  of  the  same  will  dispose.  ^^ 
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^  34.  If  certain  farms  or  commnuities  have  acquired  right  to  pastare  or  harvesting 
ill  public  forests,  either  1)7  special  resolntions  or  agreements,  or  if  they  have  enjoyed 
the  same  as  far  as  can  be  recollected,  they  will  continue  to  do  so  until  otherwise  may 
be  legally  stipulated. 

Chapter  IX. 

IN  REGARD  TO  THK  MARKING  AND  SALE  OP  FOREST  PRODUCTS. 

$  35.  In  all  the  forests  mentioned  in  the  regulations  shall  trees  holding  at  the  root 
five  decimal  inches  or  more  in  diameter  be  worked  in  the  prescribed  order  by  the 
respective  "  rivier  "  manager  or  forester  before  they  may  be  felled  j  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  party  requesting  the  marking,  or  of  the  purchaser,  to  observe  the  rnlea 
which  are  prescribed  by  the  respective  foresters  in  regard  to  the  felling  and  carryiog 
away  of  such  trees  as  well  as  of  forest  products  which  are  not  subject  to  marking. 
What  is  hereby  stipulated  shall  not  exist  in  regard  to  felling  done  in  the  prescribed 
order  for  household  purposes. 

$  36.  All  sales  of  products  from  forests  which  are  under  the  immediate  care  and 
management  of  the  torest  corps  and  from  commons  and  dwelling-places  shall  be  made 
at  public  auction,  according  to  what  is  now  or  may  in  the  future  be  stipulated.  Time 
and  place  of  auction,  as  weU  as  conditions  of  sale,  will  be  published  by  our  governor  of 
province. 

$  37.  In  regard  to  the  marking  and  sale  of  forest  product  from  crown-parks,  surplus 
laud  and  unsurveyed  forests  in  the  six  northern  leens  is  separately  stipulated. 

Chapter  X. 

GENERAL  REGULATIONS. 

§  38.  At  examinations  or  surveys  upon  which  the  right  of  private  parties  is  depend- 
ing, the  surveyor  shall,  after  the  plan  of  management  has  been  made  out  by  bim, 
acquaint  the  parties  whose  right  is  in  question  of  the  plan,  and  they  shall,  withia 
thirty  days  from  being  acquainted  of  the  same,  render  their  remarks  to  the  surveyor, 
who  shall  transmit  tlie  same,  accompanied  by  his  report,  to  our  forest  administration,  in 
case  it  should  not  be  what  is  properly  called  forest  land,  when  the  remarks,  with  the 
report  of  the  surveyor,  shall  be  transmitted  to  our  governor  of  province,  whose 
decisions  shall  be  submitted  to  the  exchequer  college,  (Kam mar  Kollegium,)  or  any 
other  corresponding  authority,  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  farm  or  the  estate  is 
placed. 

$  39.  Should  the  owner  of  a  farm,  or  a  place  mentioned  in  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
chapters,  wish  to  cultivate  the  forest  ground  belonging  to  the  same,  build  a  cottage,  or 
make  a  pasture-gronnd  arable,  be  shall  apply  to  our  governor  of  province,  who  will 
decide  the  case,  after  he  has  learned  tbe  opinion  of  the  respective  forest  officer,  and 
submit  his  decision  to  the  exchequer  college,  or  any  other  authority  under  the  man- 
agement of  which  the  farm  is  placed.  No  such  permission  ought  to  be  given,  should 
the  same  interfere  with  the  approved  plan  of  management,  before  the  forest  adminis- 
tration has  had  the  opportunity  to  give  its  opinion  in  the  matter. 

$  40.  Should  the  owner,  tenant,  or  lessee  of  a  public  farm  or  place  transgress  the 
right  of  using  tbe  forest,  afforded  him  by  these  regulations  and  tne  approved  plan  of 
management,  he  will  be  punished  as  far  as  lawful  felling  of  forest,  according  to  the 
twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the  penal  laws. 

$  41.  If  the  owner  or  lessee  of  a  dwelling-place,  royal  farm,  or  other  manors  men- 
tioned in  the  third  Chapter,  shall  neglect  to  do  such  necessary  works  for  the  care  of  the 
forest  as  are  prescribed  in  the  approved  plan  of  management,  and  continues  not  to 
mind  the  same,  our  governor  of  province  will  order  the  work  to  be  done  through  tbe 
forest  corps,  and  at  tne  expense  of  the  neglectful  party. 

$  42.  The  officers  and  attendants  of  the  forest  corps,  as  well  as  the  forester,  shall 
have  the  same  right  to  report  such  neglects  as  mentitmed  in  $  40,  and  to  seize  unlaw- 
fully felled  limbs.  Such  timber  will  be  sold  at  auctions,  and  the  seizor  will  receive  20 
per  cent,  of  the  net  returns  of  the  sale.  The  remainder  shall  be  delivered  to  the  insti- 
tute to  which  the  farm  belongs,  if  the  unlawful  felling  had  been  done  on  farms  as 
mentioned  in  Chapter  IV,  but  otherwise  to  the  forest-planting  funds,  except  if  the 
unlawful  felling  has  been  done  in  forests  belonging  to  farms  assigned  to  the  army, 
clergy,  or  the  governors  of  provinces,  when  the  stipulations  in  $  24  about  the  disposal 
of  the  share  of  the  returns  of  tbe  forest  which  do  not  belong  to  the  owner  shall  be  in 
force  in  regard  to  tbe  above-mentioned  surplus  money.  When  a  seizure  is  made  the 
seizer  shall  immediately  report  the  case  to  our  forest  administration,  as  well  as  to  oar 
respective  governor  of  province ;  as  for  military  farms  to  the  respective  chief  of  the  rai- 
ment or  corps.  Neglect  of  these  regulations,  in  regard  to  forests  belonging  to  clerical 
farms,  shall  be  reported  by  the  respective  parishioners. 
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$  43.  Shonld  any  one  be  dissatisfied  with  tbe  decision  of  our  forest  ndministration 
concerning  tbe  management  of  tbe  public  forest,  be  may  appeal  to  onr  department  of 
finance,  but  not  later  tban  before  12  o'clock  on  the  sixtieth  day  after  be  was 
acqnainted  of  tbe  decision. 

$  44.  These  regulations  shall  be  in  force  from  the  Ist  of  July,  1867. 

Which  all  whom  it  may  concern  shall  have  to  obey. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  caused  onr  royal  seal  to  be 
afiixed. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm  tbe  29th  June,  18(56. 

CARL.    Li"  »•] 

J.  A.  Gripenbtedt. 


[Tranalntion  fh>m  tbe  Swedish.] 

6.  His  Royal  Majesty's  gracious  regulations  concerning  the  suirey  and  sale  of  products  of  the 
forests  in  the  Icfhs  {couniies)  of  iStora  Kopparberg  and  Norrlandf  belonging  to  the  Crown,. 
Given  at  the  palace  of  Stockholm,  December  21,  1865. 

We,  Charles,  with  the  grace  of  God  the  King  of  Sweden,  Norway,  &c.,  make- 
known  that,  whereas  the  estates  of  the  kingdom  have  rennested  us,  in  gracious  letlier 
of  the  28th  of  October,  186(),  to  take  into  gracious  consiaeration  whether  or  not  the 
principles  stipulated  in  gracious  letters  of  April  11,  1844,  and  November  24,  1857,  for 
tbe  surveys  of  the  forests  of  the  crown-lands  in  the  Ijpus  of  Westerbotten  and  Norr- 
botten,  also  ought  to  be  in  force  for  the  lujus  of  Wester-Norrland,  Jemtland,  Gefleborg,, 
and  Stora  Kopparberg,  and,  furthermore,  in  gracious  letter  of  November  30,  1863,  have 
proposed  that,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  using  the  forest  over  and  above  what  is  re- 
quired for  housebohl  purpose*,  which  tenants  of  crown-lands,  settlers,  and  owners  of 
settlements  in  the  six  northern  la^ns  ought  to  have,  they  should  be  maintained  in  the 
more  extensive  privileges  which  they,  compared  to  other  tenants,  hitherto  have 
enjoyed,  but  under  that  control  which,  for  preventingofmisusage,  might  be  prescribed: 
thus  we  have,  having  heard  the  opinion  of  our  forest  administration  and  of  ours  ana 
the  kingdom's  exchequer  college,  (Kammar  KoUegium,)  fonnd  proper  to  cancel  our 
above-named  gracious  letter  and  all  that  is  stipulated  in  regard  to  the  survey  of  the 
above-named  liens,  and  to  sanction  the  following : 

^  1.  All  felling  of  forest,  except  for  household  purposes,  as  mentioned  in  $  6,  on  the 
territories  of  crown-lands,  or  settlements  on  crown-parks,  surplus  land,  nnsurveyed 
forests,  and  on  the  land  for  which  the  saw-mills  pay  forest  rent  in  the  laens  of  Stora 
Kopparberg  and  tbe  six  liens  of  Norrland,  shall  in  the  future  be  done  first  after  they 
have  been  surveye*!  by  a  respective  forest  officer. 

$  2.  The  following  will  have  exclusive  right  of  mi^rking  trees  for  felling : 

1.  Owners  of  crown-lands  and  settlements,  in  regard  to  the  t.erritories  which  have 
been  allotted  to  them  by  the  surveyor  or  provisionally  marked  during  the  survey  ; 

2.  Owners  of  tax-paying  and  freehold  estate  in  regard  to  the  territories  provisionally 
marke<l  out ; 

3.  Owners  of  crown-land  and  settlements,  as  well  as  owners  of  tax-paying  and  free- 
hold estate,  whose  land  is  surveyed  or  provisionally  marked  out,  in  regard  to  a  certain 
tract  of  crown-land,  which  generally,  or  where  local  circumstances  do  not  require  an 
exception,  is  calculated  for  single  farms  or  settlements,  a  distance  of  one-eighth  of  a 
Swedish  mile  in  all  directions  from  the  dwelling:  for  smaller  villages  of  not  more 
tban  three  families,  a  distance  of  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  and  for  larger  villages  one- 
third  of  a  mile  ;  it  shall  thereby  be  observed  that,  if  farms  or  settlements  which  do  not 
together  make  a  village  are  situated  so  near  each  other  that  certain  ground  shonld, 
according  to  the  above-mentioned  principles,  belong  to  them  all,  they  shall  have  the 
same  right  to  survey  ;  and 

4.  Owners  of  saw-mills  in  regard  to  the  land  assigned  to  them  as  compensation  for 
the  privileges  of  felling,  whether  it  is  divided  into  farms, or  paying  tax  or  forest  rent. 

$  3.  Unsurveyed  dwelling-places  shall  also  have  exclusive  right  to  survey  according 
to  the  foregoing  section  ;  but  in  regard  to  the  right  of  disposing  of  the  marked  timber, 
shall  tbe  regulations  issued  in  this  regard  for  similar  dwelling-places'be  in  force. 

$  4.  For  timber  marked  according  to  $  2,  no  stub-money  or  corresponding  duty  shall 
be  paid  to  the  Crown ;  but  the  one  who  requests  the  making  shall  have  to  pay  the  cost 
of  the  same,  according  to  the  rules  His  Royal  Majesty  may  prescribe. 

$  5.  Application  for  marking  according  to  ^  2  shall  be  made  to  the  respective  forest 
officer  before  the  1st  of  March  the  same  year  the  nuirking  is  desired.  The  forest-offloer 
shall  thereafter,  before  the  Ist  of  October  of  the  same  year,  examine  and  mark  the 
trees  in  the  presence  of  the  applicant,  all  in  accordance  with  $$  9  and  10.  Beams  and 
saw-timber  which  mav  be  fulled  <luring  the  year  shall  be  provided  with  the  crowo- 
mark.    In  regard  to  other  kinds  of  timber,  marking  may  be  done  for  as  many  as  fiv^ 
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years  at  the  same  time,  and  in  such  a  case  it  shall  be  decided  bow  mncb  and  what  kind 
of  timber  may  be  annnally  felled  on  each  part  of  the  forest.  Before  the  surveyor 
leaves  the  place  h6  shall  give  the  applicant,  free  of  charges,  a  record  of  the  survey /for 
which  he  shall  obtain  n.  receipt.  The  cost  of  the  survey  shall  be  eut<;red  in  the  record. 
Should  the  applicant  be  dissatisfied  with  the  survey  mentioned  in  this  section,  he  may 
appeal  to  our  forest  administration  before  12  o'clock  on  the  sixtieth  day  from  the 
time  the  surveying  documents  were  handed  to  him. 

$  6.  Felling  may  also  be  done  within  the  territories  mentioned  in  $  2,  as  far  as 
needed,  for  the  household  purposes  of^the  farms,  settlements,  or  dwelling-places. 

$  7.  The  timber  from  crown-parks,  surplus  laud,  and  that  part  of  imsurveyed  forest 
to  which  no  one  has  the  exclusive  right  of  felling  iiccording  to  $  2,  shall  be  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder. 

$  8.  For  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  the  respective  district  direct- 
ors shall  annually  make  out  a  felling  project  for  each  crown-park  or  other  forest- 
land  within  their  "rivier,"  according  to  the  approved  plan  of  survey  and  management, 
and  to  the  knowledge  of  the  quantity  of  timber  of  other  crown-lands  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  section,  and  transmit  the  same  to  our  governor  of  province  before  the  Ist  of 
April.  Should  private  parties,  companies,  or  communities  wish  to  have  their  laud 
surveyed,  they  shall  apply,  in  writing,  to  the  respective  district  director  before  the  Ist 
of  March  the  same  year  the  survey  is  desired,  and  he  shall,  provided  there  be  no  rea- 
sonable objection,  make  out  a  felling  project  for  the  same.  Should  he  not  be  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  tract,  he  shall  make  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  same 
at  the  expense  of  the  applicant. 

$  9.  The  felling  ought  to  be  so  done  as  not  to  ruin  the  forest,  and  that  always  the 
same  number  of  trees,  suitable  for  timber  and  deal,  may  bo  got  every  year.  Full-growu 
forest  ought  not  to  be  spared  so  long  as  %o  be  unfit  for  use  by  being  too  old.  In  reganl 
to  this  our  forest  administration  shall  give  the  respective  district  directors  necessary 
orders.  At  the  survey  of  forest-land  which  has  been  on  fire  the  trees  damaged  by  the 
same  ought  to  be  first  felled,     • 

$  10.  The  following  kind  of  trees  may  be  marked  for  felling: 

1.  Mast  and  large  timber  trees. 

2.  Trees  suitable  for  beams  and  saw-timber,  and  which  are  9  inches  in  diameter  at 
the  height  of  24  feet  from  the  root. 

3.  Crooked  and  short  trees,  which  never  can  be  suitable  for  beams  or  saw-timber  of 
the  above-named  size. 

4.  I^eaved,  wind-fallen,  and  damaged  trees,  as  wells  as  stubs  and  roots,  which  may 
be  used  for  making  charcoal,  tar,  or  potash. 

For  account  of  privileged  saw -mills,  having  territories  assigned  to  them,  may  treej* 
of  a  diameter  of  8i^  decimal  inches  at  the  top  end  be  marked  for  felling. 

$  11.  In  regard  to  the  value  and  fitness  for  different  purposes  of  the  trees  intended 
for  sale,  they  shall  be  thus  classified  in  the  plans  for  felling : 

1.  Mast  and  large  timber-trees. 

2.  Growing  trees  for  beams. 

3.  Growing  trees  for  larger  saw-timber. 

4.  Growing  trees  for  smaller  eaw-timber. 

5.  Trees  having  been  on  fire  or  otherwise  slightly  damaged,  suitable  for  beams. 

6.  Trees  having  been  on  fire  or  otherwise  slightly  damaged,  suitable  for  larger  saw- 
timber. 

7.  Trees  having  been  on  fire  or  otherwise  slightly  damaged,  suitable  for  smaller  saw- 
timber. 

8.  More  damaged  and  wind-fallen  trees  for  beams. 

9.  More  damaged  and  wind-fallen  trees  for  larger  saw-timber. 

10.  More  damaged  and  wind-fallen  trees  for  smaller  saw-timber. 

11.  Loads  of  timber  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

12.  Loads  of  forest  x>i*oducts  for  making  charcoal,  tar^  or  potash. 

Trees  being,  24  feet  from  the  ¥oot,  14  decimal  inches  in  diameter  are  considered  suit- 
able for  beams. 

Trees  being,  at  the  same  height,  9  to  14  decimal  inches  in  diameter  are  suitable  for 
large  saw- timber,  and  those  having  a  diameter  of  8^^  decimal  inches  at  the  height  of  10 
feet  for  smaller  saw-timber. 

One  load  of  timlier  for  manufacturing  purposes  is  equal  to  one-third  of  a  *^famn,"  or 
Swedish  cord  of  wood  of  144  cubic  feet,  outside  measure. 

$  12.  In  making  out  plans  for  felling,  the  surveyor  shall  divide  the  territories  to  be 
surveyed  in  certain  felling  districts  according  to  the  locality  and  quality  of  the 
forest,  and,  besides,  propose  the  way  by  which  the  timber  may  be  most  conveniently 
transported. 

$  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  our  governors  of  provinces  to  arrange  the  auction-sale 
of  the  timber  as  soon  as  in  receipt  of  the  plans  and  guided  by  the  proposition  of  the 
district  director,  transmitted  to  them,  to  stipulate  the  conditions  of  sale  at  the  auc- 
tion, however,  without  fixing  a  lowest  price.    Our  governoi's  of  provinces  shall  espe- 
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cially  see  to  tbat  a  suitable  part  of  the  timber  felled  within  each  district  is  oflfered  for 
sale  in  smaller  lots  of  50  beams  and  100  saw-timber  or  loads. 

$  14.  Sliould  the  fellinjj  project  embrace  a  tract  where  the  owner  of  saw-mill  is  en- 
titled to  fell  trees,  he  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  same  through  the  care  of  our 
governor  of  province  before  the  auction  is  published,  and  the  owner  shall  within  a  cer- 
tain specified  time  inform  within  which  tract  he  prefers  to  get  the  number  of  trees  or 
saw-timber  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  the  privileges  of  the  mill ;  and  this  ought  to  be 
separated  from  what  is  going  to  be  sold  and  assigned  to  the  mill  against  the  payment 
of  the  fixed  stub-money. 

$15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  our  governors  of  provinces  to  have  marking-lists  made 
out  immediately  after  the*  auction  and  in  accordance  with  the  project  for  felling  and 
the  records  of  the  auction  j  according  to  these  lists  the  respective  officers  execute  the 
marking.  Our  governors  of  provinces  shall  manage  so  that  the  lists  are  delivered  to 
the  district  directors  if  possible  before  the  1st  of  June. 

$  16.  The  district  officer  shall  mark  the  sold  timber  according  to  the  lists,  thereby 
observing  that  when  several  persons  have  purchased  timber  within  the  snme  tract  the 
latter  are  as  equally  favored  as  possible  in  regard  to  the  facilities  of  transporting  tho 
timber.  All  trees  intended  for  beams  and  saw-timber  shall  be  provided  with  the  crown- 
mark,  and  the  district  officer  ought  to  mark  out  the  different  tracts  assigned  to  the 
difi^erent  purchasers.  Our  forest  administration  shall  besides  give  the  foresters  all  th« 
detailed  instructions  necessary  for  the  marking  and  the  felling  of  trees. 

}  17.  Each  survey  shall  embrace  crown-parks  and  other' tenntories  for  which  a  sepa- 
rate project  has  been  made  out.  At  least  fourteen  days  before  each  survey  the  same 
shall  be  published  from  the  pulpit  of  the  parish  church  and  the  time  named  when  the 
surveyor  may  be  expected  to  each  separate  tract.  The  next  Sunday  after  a  survey,  Ft 
shall  also  be  published  from  the  pulpit  that  the  same  is  finished.  Should  any  one  con- 
sider the  surveyor  having  infringed  upon  his  right  according  to  $  2,  or  unjustly  dis- 
tributed the  timber  between  the  respective  purchasers  within  the  same  tract,  he  may 
appeal  to  our  governor  of  province  not  later  than  12  o'clock  on  the  fifteenth  day  after  the 
last-named  publication,  in  consequence  whereof  no  felling  of  the  marked  timber  shall 
take  place  until  the  above-mentioned  fifteen  days  have  elapsed.  All  surveys  ought  to 
be  finished  if  possible  before  the  1st  of  October  every  year. 

$  18.  Marked  timber  ought  to  be  felled  and  carried  away  from  the  forests  of  the 
Crown  before  the  1st  of  June  the  year  next  after  the  survey  ;  however,  our  governor 
of  province  shall,  when  fixing  the  condition  of  the  auction-sales,  or  upon  special  ap- 
plication, and  after  having  heard  the  opinion  of  the  respective  foresters,  grant  a  longer 
time  for  this  purpose,  but  not  more  than  five  years  from  the  time  of  the  survey,  of 
which  fact  the  respective  foresters  ought  to  be  informed.  Should  the  purchaser  neglect 
his  duties  in  regard  to  the  above,  he  shall  forfeit  his  right  to  the  timber. 

$  19.  Should  our  forest  administration  find  that  a  crown-park  for  which  the  plan  of 
survey  and  management  is  made  out  may  during  a  longer  period  of  years  yield  a 
larger  number  of  beam  and  timber  trees,  the  right  to  fell  a  certain  number  of  trees 
after  the  annual  marking  has  been  done  may  be  ofifered  for  sale,  the  right  to  continue 
during  a  term  of  twenty  years ;  and  our  forest  administration  shall  make  a  contract 
with  the  purchaser  to  be  submitted  to  our  own  gracious  judgment.  Such  a  contract 
may  not  prevent  the  usual  marking  of  other  timber  than  those  specially  mentioned 
above. 

}  20.  When  felling  and  carrying  away  of  marked  timber  are  done,  the  workmen  ought 
to  be  provided  with  the  marking-list,  record  of  auction,  or  a  special  certificate  of  per- 
mission of  our  governor  of  province  to  show  the  Crown  and  forest  officers,  whenever 
requested  ;  otherwise  risking,  to  be  ordered  to  discontinue  their  work. 

Which  all  whom  it  may  concern  shall  have  to  obey. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  caused  our  royal  seal  to  bo 
affixed. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm,  December  21, 1865. 

CARL.    [l.  s.] 

J.  A.  Gripenstedt. 


His  Royal  Majesty^s  gracious  regulations  in  regard  to  the  establishing  of  crown-parks  in  the- 
Iwns  of  Stora  Kopparherg  and  Horrlandy  and  to  certain  rules  to  be  observed  at  the  separa- 
tion of  common  grounds  into  distinct  possessions  {storskiften)  awd  settlements  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Iwns.      Given  at  the  palace  of  Stockholmj  December  21,  1865. 

We,  Charles,  with  the  grace  of  God  the  King  of  Sweden,  Norway,  &c.,  make  known 
that,  whereas  the  states  of  the  Kingdom  at  the  Riksdag  humbly  represented  the  neces- 
sity of  retaining  suitable  Jbracts  of  the  crown-lauds  within  thela^ns  of  Stora  Kopnar- 
berg  and  Norrland  as  crown-parks,  thus  we  have  found  proper  graciously  to  stipulat»^ 
the  following: 

$  1.  Already  existing  surplus  land  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  they  which  arise  £i*om: 
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present  divisions  and  "  storskiften,"  shall,  where  such  is  suitable,  on  account  of  their 
being  situated  together,  of  the  general  quality  of  the  forest  ground  and  of  the  forest 
itself,  facilities  of  floatage,  sale  of  forest  products,  demand  for  timber  m  the  locality, 
and  other  similar  circumstances,  be  retained  and  mana^^ed  as  crown-parks. 

$  2,  In  order  to  ascertain  the  above-men tiouetl  circumstances  our  governor  of 
province  in  the  Ifens  of  Stora  Kopparberg,  Gofloborg,  Wester-Norrland,  Jenitland, 
Westerbotten,  and  Norbotten,  shall,  where  such  is  not  already  done,  have  the  place 
examined  by  a  specially-appointed  surveyor  and  officer  of  the  forest  corps,  and  humbly 
report  to  us  upon  the  subject;  whereafter  we  will  graciously  order  which  of  these 
grounds  shall  be  placed  under  the  care  and  management  of  the  forest  corps.  Has  such 
a  farm  or  settlement  arisen  from  a  previous  survey,  it  shall  be  separated  again  from 
the  crown-park. 

^  3.  When  survey  or  "  storskiften"  is  hereafter  done  in  any  parish,  there  shall  also 
certain  ground  be  assigned  to  one  or  several  crown-parks,  provided  such  is  necessary 
and  there  is  suitable  locality.  At  the  survey  shall,  therefore,  not  only  the  ground 
which  is  particularly  suitable  for  cultivation  be  assigned  to  new  settlements  or  older 
settlements  and  farms,  but  it  shall  also  be  seen  to  that  the  ground  which  has  less  facil- 
ities for  cultivation  on  account  of  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  $  1,  and  thereforu 
suitable  for  crown-park,  is  properly  separated  from  the  property  of  private  persons. 
The  interest  of  the  Crown  shall,  in  this  case,  be  guarded  by  the  respective  forester, 
and  the  surveyor  shall,  therefore,  always  call  the  former  to  the  meetings  held  with 
the  farmers  for  the  division  of  the  ground.  Should  he  propose  the  establishing  of  a 
crown-park,  the  surveyor  shall,  after  the  survey  and  the  map  is  finished,  but  before 
the  final  project  to  division  or  *' storskifte  "  is  made  out  and  the  same  is  executed, 
•together  with  the  forest-officers,  make  out  a  provisional  project  of  places  for  one  or  sev- 
eral crown-parks,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  judgment  of  our  forest  administration, 
who  shall  make  the  remarks  they  may  have  reason  to  make.  The  case  is  hereafter 
decided  by  our  governor  of  province,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  survey. 

}  4.  From  unsurveyed  forest  may,  before  the  general  survej'  is  done,  certain  ground 
be  assigned  for  crown-parks,  should  the  forest  lulministration  find  it  necessary  and  if 
there  is  sufficient  ground |within  the  parish  for  already-established  farms  and  settle- 
ments. In  such  cases  shall  our  governor  of  province,  at  the  request  of  our  forest 
administration,  separate  the  ground  in  question  from  neighboring^  Jkrms  and  settle- 
ments, and  shall  therebyi'also  what  is  stipulated  in  regard  to  the  division  of  ground  in 
other  parts  of  the  Itens  of  Westerbotter  and  Norrbotten  be  in  force  for  Lapland. 

}  5.  Old  farms  and  settlements  shall  in  the  future,  as  heretofore,  receive  at  divisions 
and  "  storskiften  "  that  space  of  forest  and  ground  to  which  they  are  entitled  according 
to  regulations ;  but  should  there  be  question  about  separation  into  a  crown-park,  the 
forests  of  the  farms  ouj^ht  to  be  so  situated  that  the  crown-park  will  receive  natural 
boundaries  of  water  or  impediments,  and  be  thus  separated  from  the  private  properties. 
Should  this  not  be  possible,  the  farms  may  keep  the  pasture  and  forest  sufficient  for 
household  purposes  within  the  crown-park,  but  their  other  forest  property  will  have  to 
be  situated  outside  the  crown-park. 

What  is  prescril)e<l  in  this  section  shall  also  be  observed  when,  under  general  sur- 
vey, a  certain  piece  of  ground  is  assigned  to  saw-mills,  as  a  compensation  for  the  lost 
privilege  of  felling  trees,  in  accordance  with  our  gracious  letter  to  ours  and  the  king- 
dom's exchequer  college  (Kammar  Kollegium)  of  May  29,  1852. 

^  6.  The  cost  of  the  ditfereut  surveys  mentioned  in  $$  2  and  4  shall  be  paid  from 
the  forest-planting  funds,  it  depending  upon  the  representation  of  the  forest  adminis- 
tration and  upon  our  special  gracious  judgment  whether,  with  regard  to  the  surveys 
mentioned  in  }  4,  some  part  of  what  has  been  paid  by  the  forest-planting  funds  shall 
be  retuned  from  the  funds  assigned  toward  the  general  surveys. 

Which  all  whom  it  may  concern  shall  have  to  obey. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  caused  our  royal  seal  to  be 
affixed. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm,  December  21,  1865. 

CARL.     [L.8.] 

J.  A.  Gripknstedt. 


His  Royal  Majesty's  gracious  proclamation  prohibiting  new  settlements  for  the  present.     Given 
at  the  palace  of  Stockhclmy  December  21, 1865. 

We,  Charles,  with  the  grace  of  God  the  King  of  Sweden,  Norway,  &c.,  make 
known  that,  besides  having,  in  consequence  of  the  humble  proposition  of  the 
■estates  of  the  kingdom  when  last  collected,  in  regard  to  the  forest  management  within 
the  northern  liens  of  the  kingdom,  under  this  day,  transmitted  to  the  estates  of  the 
kingdom  now  collected  our  gracious  proposition  with  regard  to  altereil  regulations  about 
the  assignment  to  private  parties  of  the  crown-land  in  Norrlands  and  Stora  Koppar- 
berg's  laeu,  we  have,  in  connection  therewith,  found  proper  graciously  to  stipulate 
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that  oar  gracious  letter  of  May  25,  1860,  to  ours  and  the  kindom's  exchequer  college, 
(Kammar  Kollegium,)  prohi biting  new  settlements  apon  sarveyed  snrplas  land  in  the 
northern  Isens,  shall  also  exist  for  Stora  Kopparlierg's  hen,  and' that,  in  regard  to  crown- 
lands  for  which  survey  not  yet  has  been  sanctioned,  no  permission  to  found  new  settle- 
ments upon  such  land  will  be  at  present  granted. 

Which  all  whom  it  may  concern  shall  have  to  obey. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  caused  our  royal  seal  to  be 
affixed. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm,  December  21, 1865. 

CARL.    [L.8.] 

J.  A.  Gripenstkdt. 


[Translatioii  from  the  Swedish.] 

7.  Hi8  Royal  Majesty's  gracious  regulations  concerning  the  right  to  dispose  of  forests  on  such 
*^  skattehemman"  {estates  for  which  rent  or  tax  is  paid  to  tJke  Crown  or  to  a  private  person) 
as  are  created  by  settlements,  which  are  leased  from  the  Crmon,  or  by  such  older  settlements 
on  which  the  prescribed  conditions  of  building  and  cultivating  have  not  been  duly  fulfilled. 
Given  at  tlie  palace  of  Stockholm,  June  29, 1866. 

We,  Charles,  with  the  grace  of  God  the  King  of  Sweden,  Norway,  &c.,  make  known 
that,  whereas  the  estates  of  the  kingdom,  in  writing  of  the  15th  '  instant,  have 
announced  their  approval  of  our  gracious  proposition  m  the  21st  of  December,  last 
year,  concerning  amended  directions  in  regard  to  the  lease  to  private  persons  of  the. 
land  of  the  Crown  in  the  Isens  of  Norrlana  and  Kopparberg,  we  have  found  proper, 
in  accordance  therewith,  graciously  to  sanction  the  following  rules: 

$  1.  On  **  skattehemman,''  arising  from  settlements,  of  which  hereafter  the  Crown  may 
grant  a  lease,  the  owner  shall  have  no  other  right  to  the  forest  of  the  estate  than  to 
take  sufficient  timber  and  fuel  for  household  purposes,  without  survey,  and  after  sur- 
vey and  marking  by  the  Crown  officers,  to  appropriate  and  sell  all  that,  in  addition 
hereto,  may  be  foiled  without  injury  to  the  forest.  Neither  may,  for  the  purpose  of 
cultivating  the  soil,  the  forest  be  felled  otherwise  than  above  is  indicated,  unless  the 
owner,  as  nereafter  stated,  has  obtained  special  permission  thereto  from  the  governor 
of  the  province. 

$  2.  What  is  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  section  for  estates  arising  from  settlements 
on  which  the  Crown  may  hereafter  grant  a  lease  shall  also  be  in  force  for  such  estates 
arising  from  settlements  on  which  lease  already  has  been  granted,  and  where  the  pre- 
scribed duties  of  building  and  cultivating  have  not  been  fultilled  within  the  time  speci- 
fied ;  and  our  respective  governors  of  the  provinces  shall,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
such  is  the  case  or  not,  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  at  least  within  the  time  when,  ac- 
cording to  existing  rules  heretofore,  settlements  ought  to  be  inspected,  order  an  inspec- 
tion to  be  held,  in  the  order  prescribed,  at  such  settlements  on  which  the  Crown  has 
granted  the  lease,  before  the  issuing  of  the  regulations,  and  the  accord  hereof  to  be 
transmitted  to  our  governor  of  the  province.  Should  at  any  settlement  the  prescribed 
duties  of  cultivating  and  building  not  have  been  fulfilled  within  the  time  heretofore 
specified,  our  governor  of  the  province  shall,  by  a  special  resolution,  from  which  appeal 
may  be  made  in  usual  order,  and  where  there  can  be  no  question  of  dispossession,  de- 
clare that,  since  the  settlement,  when  the  duties  of  building  and  cultivating  have  been 
fulfilled  at  some  future  period,  has  been  transferred  to  a  copyhold  estate,  the  owner 
will  only  have  such  right  to  the  forest  as  is  stated  in  $  1. 

$  3.  It  shall  be  specially  stated  in  all  the  resolutions  by  which  a  settlement  is  trans- 
ferred under  the  title  of  "  skattehemman "  or  copyhold  estate,  whether  the  owner 
shall  have  full  right  to  the  forest  belonging  to  the  same  or  only  enjoy  the  limited  right 
mentioned  in  $  1 ;  this  ought  to  be  recorded  in  the  ground-rent  book. 

i  4.  For  the  survey  and  marking  of  such  copyhold  estate  as  mentioned  in  $  $  1  and 
2,  shall  our  gracious  regulation  of  December  21, 1868,  concerning  the  marking  and  sale 
of  forest  products  from  the  forests  of  the  Crown  in  the  Ijbus  of  Stora  Kopparberg  and 
Norrland  be  in  force.  The  cojst  of  the  marking  shall  be  paid  according  to  the  principles 
adopted  therefor  by  our  gracious  letter  to  the  forest  administration  of  the  11th  of  May 
of  the  present  year. 

^  5.  Should  the  owner  of  such  copyhold  estate,  as  mentioned  in  $  $  1  and  2,  wish 
to  fell  trees  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation,  over  and  above  the  marking  for  the  year,  he 
shall  apply  to  our  governor  of  the  province,  the  application  to  be  accompanied  by  the 
certificates  of  two  creditable  persons,  as  to  the  situation,  extent,  and  quality  of  the 
ground,  its  fitness  for  cultivation,  and  of  the  time  required  for  the  completion  of  the 
same.  Our  governor  of  the  province  will,  where  further  survey  may  be  necessary, 
cause  such  a  survey  to  be  held  by  the  respective  officer,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  ap- 
plicant. Should  our  governor  of  the  province  find  proper  to  grant  the  application,  he 
wiU  fix  a  certain  time  within  which  the  applicant  shall  have  completed  the  cultivation, 
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in  default  of  which  the  applicant  will  be  suitably  fined ;  whereupon ,  the  forest,  having 
been  duly  marked,  may  be  felled  and  used  by  the  owner  as  he  pleases. 

$  6.  Any  owner  of  copyhold  ostate  mentioned  in  $  $  1  and  2  who  shall  infringe 
the  riffht  to  the  forest  of  the  estate  given  him  by  this  law  will  be  punished  as  for  un- 
lawful felling  of  forest,  as  per  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the  penal  law.  The  officers 
of  the  forest  corps,  as  well  as  the  foresters,  shall  be  entitled  to  prefer  charges  against 
such  oflfenders,  and,  to  seize  unlawfully  felled  timber,  the  party  who  makes  the  seizure 
shall  receive  20  per  cent. ;  the  balance  shall  go  to  the  forest-planting  funds. 

Which  all  whom  it  may  concern  shall  have  to  obey. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  caused  our  royal  seal  to  be 
affixed. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm,  June  29,  1866. 

CARL.        [l.  8.] 

J.  A.  Gripenstedt. 


His  Royal  Majedfy's  graicious  procJatnation  concerning  the  cancelitig  of  the  temporary  proHhi' 
tion  against  new  settlements^  of  December  21, 1865.  Given  at  the  palace  cf  Stockhofmf  June 
29,  1866. 

We,  Charles,  with  the  grace  of  God  the  King  of  Sweden,  Norway,  &c.,  make 
known  that,  aince  we,  under  the  2l8t  of  December  last  year,  in  connection  with  our 
gracious  proposition  to  the  States  of  the  kingdom,  concerning,  among  other  altered 
regulations  in  regard  to  the  lease  to  private  iniUvidiials  of  the  land  of  the  Crown  in  the 
•  Isens  of  Norrland  and  Kopparberg,  by  gracious  order  of  the  same  day,  have  temporarily 
prohibited  the  granting  of  permission  to  settle  upon  the  crown-lauds,  on  which  the 
felling  of  forest  not  yet  lias  been  regulated,  thus,  and  after  the  States  of  the  kiu^dom 
have  announced,  in  writing  of  the  15th  of  this  month,  their  consent  to  our  proposition, 
and  we,  in  consequence  liereof,  under  this  date,  have  issued  gracious  regulations 
concerning  the  ri^ht  to  dispose  of  the  forests  on  such  copyhold  estates,  which  arise 
from  settlements  m  which  hereafter  lease  is  granted  by  the  Crown,  or  on  such  other 
settlements,  for  which  the  prescribed  cultivation  and  building  have  not  been  fulfilled, 
therefore,  we  have  found  proper  to  graciously  command  the  canceling  of  the  above- 
mentioned  prohibition,  that  on  the  unfelled  forest  of  the  Crown  in  the  Iseiis  of  Koppar- 
berg and  Norrland,  as  well  as  on  such  remaining  ground  in  the  said  Iifhs,  which  nave, 
after  prescribed  examination,  been  found  unfit  tor  crown-parks,  settlements  may  be 
granted  to  farmers,  if  suitable  localities  exist,  and  under  condition  that  the  rules  already 
prescribed  or  graciously  issued  in  the  future  may  be  observed. 

Which  all  whom  it  may  concern  shall  have  to  obey. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  caused  our  royal  seal  to  be 
affixed. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm,  June  29, 1866. 

CARL.        [L.  s.] 

J.  A.  Gripenstedt. 


His  Royal  Majestjfs  gracious  communication  to  the  hoard  of  domaina^  Kammar  Collegium^ 
Junei^,  1866,  concerning  the  disposal  of  such  remaining  land,  which  cannot  suitably  be  used 
as  crown-parks  or  for  new  settlements^  &c. 

Charles,  &c.,  our  grace,  Slq.  Since  we,  under  the  2l8t  of  December  last  year, 
proposed  to  the  estate  of  the  kingdom  several  new  regulations  in  regard  to  the 
aisposal  of  such  surplus  land  or  parts  thereof,  which  are  set  aside  by  the  surveys  in  the 
liens  of  Stora  Kopparberg  and  Norrland,  and  found  less  suitable  to  be  retained  as  crown- 
parks  or  used  for  new  settlements,  on  account  of  their  being  not  suit<able  for  cultiva- 
tion ;  and  as  the  estates  of  the  kingdom,  in  humble  writing  of  the  15th  of  this  month, 
have  announced  their  approval  of  what  we  graciously  have  proposed,  therefore,  we 
have,  in  accordance  herewith,  and  with  regard  to  the  opinion  the  honorable  house  of 
peasants  has  expressed  concerning  reindeer-pastures,  and  localities  for  which  the  rent 
is  paid  in 'butter,  found  proper  graciously  to  stipulate  that,  with  exception  of  what  is 
called  reindeer-pastures,  the  disposal  of  which  for  other  purposes  we  do  not  think  ought 
to  be  considered  at  present,  such  surplus  land  in  the  Itens  of  Stora  Kopparberg  and 
Norrland  which  oifer  no  inducements  for  cultivation,  and  which,  either  by  being  irreg- 
ular tracts  within  and  between  the  territories  of  villages  and  farms,  or  otherwise  by 
itb  qnalitications  not  suitable  to  be  retained  as  crown-parks,  shall,  according  to  our 
opinion  in  each  separate  case,  either  where  certain  farms  or  villages  use  pasture-ground 
against  butter-rent,  be  joined  to  these  farms  without  purchase-money,  but  with  increase 
of  the  ground-rent.,  in  such  manner  as  the  survey  regulations  prescribe,  or  be  liable  to 
forest-rent  according  to  the  gracious  regulations  of  June  28,  1775,  and  the  gracious  let- 
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ter  of  December  5, 1780,  abont  the  taxation  in  Savolax  and  Rarelen,  and  be  sold  with 
the  right  of  ownership  to  the  highest  bidder,  with  duty  for  the  purchaser,  if  the  land  is 
used  as  pasture  against  butter-rent,  t-o  leave  the  possessors  undisturbed  in  their  right 
to  pasture  aud  necessary  fuel,  as  well  as  t^  timber,  for  such  houses  and  feuces  as  are 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  pasture-ground.  In  both  these  instances,  however,  shall  the 
future  private  owner  of  the  land  in  regard  to  the  right  to  use  the  growing  wood  sub- 
mit to  the  same  rules  which  are  prescribed  for  owners  of  such  farms  as  arise  from  set- 
tlements hereafter  leased  from  the  Crown,  in  accordance  with  our  gracious  regulations 
issued  under  this  day. 

And  we  command  our  governor  of  the  lans  of  Stora.  Kopparberg,  and  Narrland, 
when  rendering  their  humble  proposals  in  regard  to  the  future  .disposal  of  surplus 
lands,  to  take  into  consideration  if  the  same  or  parts  thereof  may  be  thus  qualified  as 
to  be  disposed  of  in  either  of  the  two  above-mentioned  ways. 

This  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  obey,  and  we  commend  you  to  God  Almighty. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm,  June  29,  1866. 

CARL. 

J.  A.   GniPENSTEDT. 


His  Royal MajeMifs gradoua  Utter  to  the  hoard  of  domains  {Kammar  Collegium)  of  June29f 
lH66y  concerning  the  transferring  to  the  forest  administration  the  care  and  management  of  the 
forests  within  the  kingdom  hitherto  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  board  of  domains, 

Charles,  &c.,  &c.,  Our  Grace,  &c.,  &c.  Since  our  forest  administration  in  writing, 
dated  the  31st  of  last  March,  humbly  inquired  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  for  the  • 
transferring  to  them  of  the  administration  and  management  of  the  forests  which 
hitherto  has  been  committed  to  you  ;  and  you  have  declared  in  your  report  of  the  27th 
following  April,  that  the  business  in  question  and  which  partly,  according  to  $  5,  mom. 
10,  and  }  8,  mom.  18,  of  your  instruction  qf  the  16th  of  February,  1838,  but  principally, 
by  the  instruction  for  the  forest  and  chase  corps  of  the  16th  of  March,  said  year,  still 
belongetl  to  you,  but  ought,  according  to  the  above-mentioned  gracious  letter  of  the  21st 
of  January,  1859,  to  be  transferred  to  the  forest  administration,  consisted  of :  1.  Examin- 
ation  oursauctioningof  felling-districts  and  plan  for  the  managementof  crown-parks  and 
commons,  according  to  M  ;  2.  Similar  examination  of  propositions  in  regard  to  the  forest 
economy  on  quicksand  fields,  according  to  $  9;  3.  Examination  of  projects  for  cultivating 
the  crown-parks,  according  to  $  31,  which  required  the  assignment  of  money  from  the  forest 
planting  funds ;  and  4.  The  taking  of  such  measures  as  were  prompted  by  the  annual 
reports  of  crown-parks  and  conmious,  transmitted  to  you  according  to  $  40,  all  in  the 
last-name<l  gracious  instruction  ;  and,  besides,  humbly  stated  that,  in  your  opinion, 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  transferring  of  the  said  business  to  the  forest  admin- 
istration ;  thus  we  have  issued  under  this  day  gracious  re^^ulations  in  regard  to  the 
economy  of  the  common  forests  within  the  kingdom,  according  to  which  it  belongs  to 
the  fore>8t  administration  to  examine  and  sanction  the  plans  for  the  management  of 
the  common  forests  and  to  issue  all  other  instructions  necessary  for  their  management 
in  connection  therewith  found  proper  to  decide,  that  the  forest  management  now  being 
your  ofBce,  according  to  special  sections  of  your  instruction  of  Kebruary  16,  18:^8,  and 
to  the  instruction  for  the  forest  and  chase  corps  within  the  kingdom,  of  March  16, 
the  said  year,  in  the  future  shall  be  exercised  by  the  forest  administration,  and  that 
it  consequently  shall  be  your  duty  to  deliver  to  the  forest  administration  documents 
and  maps  belonging  to  the  forest  economy  within  the  kingdom,  now  in  your  posses- 
sion. 

This  fo  all  whom  it  mav  concern  to  obey,  and  we  commend  you  to  God  Almighty. 

The  Palace  of  Stockholm,  June  29,  1866. 

CARL. 

J.  A.  Gripenstedt. 


IV. — The  PKOFiTS  of  forest  culture  on  a  small  farac. 

In  a  little  pamphlet  of  64  pages,  entitled  "  Directions  in  Forest  Culture  for  the  Peas- 
antry," by  Mr.  C.  A.  T.  Bjorkman,  secretary  of  the  royal  administration  of  forests,  pub- 
lishe<l  in  1870,  under  the  i»atroiiage  of  the  patriotic  society  of  Sweden,  are  some  prac- 
tical suggestions  under  this  head,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract.  Mr.  Bjork- 
man is  also  an  instructor  in  the  Koyal  Forest  lustitnte,  and  has  had  upward  of  twenty 
years'  practical  experience  in  forest  culture. 

On  one  tunnland  (1.22  acres)  of  medium  fertile  land  closely  grown  with  pine  and 
spruce  of  from  twenty  to  one  hundretl  years  of  age,  forest  grows  yearly  to  an  average 
amount  of  half  a  famn  of  wood,  (1  famu  nearly  a  cord,)  or  50  Swedish  cubic  feet.  Ou 
a  little  forest  of  SO  such  tunnlands  the  yearly  growth  is  25  famns.  When  one  without 
damage  is  able  yearly  to  consume  as  much  as  the  forest  during  the  same  time  growsj^^ 
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be  thus  obtaius  for  all  tbe  future  a  yearly  cousumption  of  25  famus,  consistiug  of  timber* 
fuel,  fencing,  &c.,  on  tbe  condition,  bowever,  that  tbe  consumption  is  suitably  doue* 
that  no  trees  are  here  and  there  pulled  up  ;  also,  that  attention  is  paid  to  re-growth 
where  tbe  forest  has  been  cut  away.  To  such  production  can  further  be  added  about 
5  famns  obtained  from  branches  and  stumps,  so  that  the  amount  rises  to  30  famos. 
Where  the  cousumption  is  thus  regulated  through  the  whole  forest,  the  new  growth 
of  trees  on  the  place  cleared  will  be  of  larger  size,  aud  if  they  are  close  there  will  bo 
an  increase  of  fertility  from  the  abundance  of  leaves,  and  an  additional  growth  may  be 
reckoned  on  of  10  famns ;  so  that  tlw  whole  timber-production  of  every  sort  for  home 
need  is  augmented  to  40  famns.  On  the  contrary,  by  bad  management,  the  growth 
from  year  to  year  d'^inishes. 

The  difference  between  regulated  or  economical  management  of  a  forest,  and  the 
contrary,  in  money  valuation  may  be  stated  as  follows : 

10  saw-logs,  at  20  cubic  feet,  (Swedish) 200 

20  building  timbers,  at  15  cubic  feet,  (Swedish) 300 

10  loads  fencing,  at  33^^  cubic  feet,  (Swedish) 333 

500  poles  or  stakes,  at  20  cubic  feet  (Swedish)  per  100 100 

20  famns  of  wood 2,000 

2  loads  mechanical  timber 67 

Swedish  cubic  feet 3, 000 

or  30  famns. 

With  the  forest  economy  now  in  use,  and  if  the  forest  from  the  beginning  was  not 
i-ichly  seeded,  it  can  be  taken  without  exaggeration  that  timber  fails  after  the  space  of 
twenty-five  years.  The  purchase  of  such  at  an  average  price  of  3.50  rix-dollars  costs 
afterward  over  100  rix-dollars  a  year  besides  hauling.  After  a  further  lapse  of  five 
years  even  poles  are  lackiug,  which,  at  4  rix-dollars  per  100,  cost  25  rix-dollars.  When 
ten  years  more  have  passed  the  remaining  ^rees  are  all  too  brushy  and  damaged  to 
be  serviceable  for  fencing,  which,  when  the  same  has  to  be  bought  at  a  price  of  aboat 
3  rix-dollai*s  a  load,  or  30  rix-dollars  for  ten  loads,  it  will  be  seen  a  yearly  outlay  of 
over  150  rix-dollars  has  been  laid  on  the  farm  ;  a  burden  which,  when  finally  even 
mechanical  timber,  and  for  tbe  most  part  fuel  also,  is  wanted,  is  further  increased  at 
least  50  rix-dollars,  so  that  the  expenses  for  timber  for  domestic  use  amount  to  300 
rix-dollars;  a  sum  which  comprises  the  interest  on  4,000  rix-dollars  wherewith  the 
value  of  the  estate  has  thus  been  diminished,  while  the  owner  has  had  considerable 
outlay  yearly  in  procuring  domestic  timber.  In  other  words,  the  proper  rearing  and 
care  of  a  forest  is  the  creation  of  a  permanent  capital  or  fund  the  interest  of  which 
can  be  securely  relied  on. 

v.— How    A   PLAN   OF  SYSTEMATIC    FOREST  KCONOMY  CAN  BE  CARRIED  OUT  ON  A  SMALL 

FARM. 

The  so-called  "  tract-cutting,"  wherebj'  consumption  for  the  year  is  confined  to  a 
certain  given  clearing,  usually  comprising  -j^  or  t2?t  of  the  forest,  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  desirable  manner  of  consuming  in  somewhat  larger  forests,  where  annual  cuttings 
contain  all  of  the  different  sorts  of  timber  and  wood  whi/sh  are  required  for  home  use. 
But  in  small  forests,  such  as  are  here  chiefly  considered,  Where  the  annual  cutting  can- 
not be  expected  to  supply  the  home  wants,  tract-cutting  must  be  practiced,  with  cer- 
tain modifications,  becanse  it  may  happen,  for  example,  that  when  one  particularly 
needed  heavy  timber  the  annual  cutting  would  include  none  other  than  fencing,  and 
vice  versa.  This  modified  plan  is  called  regulated  thinning^  being  the  same  that  is  pre- 
scribed in  the  circular  of  the  forest  administration  of  June  20,  1867,  for  such  lesser 
public  forests  as  are  not  adapted  to  tract-cutting. 

As  all  economy  ought  to  be  based  on  a  plan,  we  will  now  see  how  one  should  proceed 
to  devise  without  cost  au  inexpensive  plan  of  regulated  forest  economy.  Taking,  for 
exaniple,  a  forest  of  fifty  tunnlands,  (sixty  acres,)  one  must  first  examine  and  fix  in 
mind  where  the  old,  middle-aged,  aifd  young  forest  "bestands"  are  situated,  or,  if  they 
are  blended,  where  each  of  the  different  ages  preponderate.  Old  forest  may  be  desig- 
nated as  that  one  hundred  yeare  old  or  older,  the  middle-aged  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
years  old,  and  the  young  under  forty  years.  In  case  it  has  not  already  been  done,  the 
forest  is  surveyed  and  marked  out  into  three  divisions,  according  to  the  three  age 
classes,  and  also  mapped ;  but  if  the  trees  are  so  mixed  that  the  forest  cannot  be  classi- 
fied according  to  age,  it  should,  nevertheless,  be  divided  into  three  somewhat  equal 
parts.  Natural  formations,  hills,  swamps,  or  the  like,  are  to  be  taken  in  preference  as 
boundaries  of  the  divisions.  [Here  are  given  details  as  to  the  method  of  measaring 
the  forest.]  The  area  of  the  forest  being  ascertained,  one  should  deduct  therefrom  the 
unproductive  parts — marsh,  hill  or  ledge — so  as  to  know  really  bow  many  acres  will 
bear  forest.  Then,  inasmuch  as  every  tnnnland  (li  acres)  of  medium  forest  grows  as 
much  as  ^  famn,  or  50  cubic  feet,  so  it  is  evident  that  for  every  two  tunnlands  oue  may 
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consume  1  famu^  or  100  cubic  teet,  or  as  much  as  25  famus,  on  an  average,  ffood  forest 
of  50  tunnlands  of  actnal  forest  land  which  grows,  young,  middle-aged,  and  old  best- 
ands.  If  the  forest  is  thin  or  slow-growing,  some  abatement  should  be  made,  so  that 
one  calculates,  for  example,  only  40  cubic  feet  on  a  tunnland,  or,  as  is  the  same,  2  famns 
for  every  5  tunnlands,  when  the  yearly  consumption  on  a  forest  of  50  tunnlands  can 
auu)unt'to  20  famns.  Regard  should  be  had  to  the  gaps  or  bare  places,  and  that  the 
annual  yield  of  the  forest  is  not  overestimated.  The  principal  consumption  should  be 
confined  to  that  one  of  the  three  divisions  of  the  forest  which  contains  the  oldest  trees, 
and  which  ought  to  bo  sufficient  for  a  third  part  of  the  rotation  period,  namely,  forty 
years. 

How  consumption  shall  be  effected  with  a  view  to  regrowth  by  self-seedipg, — Before  the  con- 
sumption is  undertaken  one  ought  seasonably  to  estimate  what  timber  and  wood  is 
nee<led  f«)r  the  year,  so  that  the  cutting  can  be  well  arranged,  and  that  he  shall  not 
need  to  send  inconsiderately  at  the  last  moment  to  the  forest  to  cut.  One  should  al- 
ways seek  to  regulate  the  cutting  so  as  to  leave  forests  growing  b'fetween  the  place  of 
cutting  and  any  naked  or  treeless  surface.  If  the  forest  borders  on  an  open  field  or 
lake  the  cutting  should  commence  at  the  ojiposite  side,  so  as  to  protect  the  borders  of 
the  clearing  from  wind  and  storm,  and  thus  avoiding  windfalls. 

With  the  exception  of  seed-ti-ees  left  at  a  distance  of  6  to  8  and  at  the  farthest  10 
yards  between  the  ends  of  the  branches,  all  trees  and  bushes  should  be  cut,  inasmuch 
as  the  bushes  that  are  left  are  for  the  most  injured  by  bruising,  and  cannot  become  suit- 
able trees,  and  besides  they  produce  too  much  shade.  The  branches  and  tops,  if  left, 
are  food  for  forest-fires,  and  should  be  hauled  away.  On  the  other  hand  the  finer  twigs 
are  spread  over  the  cleared  place  so  that  the  leaves  during  the  following  summer  may 
increase  the  mold.  In  course  of  two  or  three  ycjars  one  finds  that  many  pine  and  spruce 
plants  have  come  up.  In  five  or  six  years  after  the  consumption,  regrowth  is  usually 
so  advanced  that  the  seed-trees  can  then  be  cut. 

After  consumption  in  the  manner  stated  has  commenced,  it  is  most  desirable,  in  the 
cuttings  which  are  made  the  following  years,  to  extend  the  gap  made  throngh  the  first 
year's  c(msnmption,  in  doing  which  one  proceeds  in  the  direction  from  whence  the 
heaviest  winds  usually  come.  On  the  other  hand,  one  should  spare  the  forest  at  the 
other  border  of  the  gap,  which  already  has  been  somewhat  tempered  to  the  storm,  and 
thus  protects  the  forest  lying  behind.      »      »      * 

Now,  if  one  proceeds  in  this  manner  during  the  forty  years  allotted  to  the  first 
division,  observing  strictly  not  to  consume  more  than  what,  according  to  the  before- 
onlered  calculations,  he  has  found  that  the  forest  can  bear,  he  will,  at  the  close  of  that 
jMjriod,  have  consumed  all  the  forest  which  at  the  beginning  was  on  the  first  division  ; 
but  in  place  thereof  he  has  obtained  a  regrowth  consisting  of  a  new,  strong,  and  close 
young  forest  up  to  the  age  of  forty  years.  Meantime  the  second  division,  which  was 
spared  from  all  other  cutting  than  such  trimming  as  was  needful  for  increasing  the 
forest's  rapid  developmentj  has  grown  and  increased  so  that  consumption  thereof  can 
begin,  and  be  continued  during  the  next  forty  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period 
consumption  likewise  goes  over  to  the  third  division,  which  shall  equally  be  sufficient 
during  forty  years;  wliereupon  the  whole  forest  has  thus  been  gone  through,  and  a 
new  forest  reared,  so  that  ripe  forest  can  begin  to  be  consumed  at  the  end  of  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years  (rotation  period)  where  the  cutting  on  the  first  division  had 
its  beginning. 

In  respect  to  forests  in  the  northern  sections  of  the  kingdom,  where  timber  is  cut  for 
.  the  market,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  such  trees  are  to  be  selected  as  are  ripest,  wher- 
ever they  are,  leaving  however  about  twenty  to  thirty  seed-trees  per  tunnland. 

How ptimivg  8hou1d.be done. — While  consumption  is  going  on  as  above  mentioned,  on 
the  first  division,  the  two  other  divisions  must  not  be  left  out  of  view.  In  these  divis- 
ions there  usually  occur  crowded  or  oppressed  trees,  which,  though  approximately  of 
the  same  age  as  the  others,  nevertheless  have  been  overgrown  by  them.  These  ought 
to  be  remove<1,  in  some  cases  because  they  are  dead  and  fallen,  in  others  because  they 
prevent  a  free  development  of  the  growing  trees.  This  is  called  help  pruning.  So 
there  are  usually  found  in  the  young  forest  older  trees,  which,  through  their  wide- 
extended  branches,  overshade  it  and  hinder  its  growth,  or  are  too  old  to  be  able  to 
renuiiu  till  the  surrounding  young  forest  is  ripe.  These  trees  ought  as  well  to  hQ  con- 
sumed, which  is  done  through  the  so-calleilj?rcparin<7  pruning  or  dressing.  Pruning 
begins  on  the  second  division  where  it  joins  the  flret,  proceeds  through  the  third,  and 
when  that  is  tiuislied  begins  on  the  new-grown  forest  of  the  first.  Hereby  one-twen- 
tieth of  the  forest  is  yearly  help-pruned.  One,  however,  is  not  obliged  to  prune  every 
year  if  he  has  not  need  of  such  smaller  timber  and  wood,  but  may  do  it  every  other  or 
every  third  year  according  to  nec^d,  when,  of  course,  the  extent  of  the  tract  pruned 
will  be  increased. 

Till  one  acquires  experience  he  must  prune  sparingly.  Especially  must  pruning  be 
sparing  on  light  soil.  •  •  •  Pine  forest  is  generally  more  pruned  than  spruce. 
Where  the  forest  is  already  thin,  all  pruning  must  be  postponed. 

In  clay-bound  soil,  which  has  the  preference  for  spruce,  the  pines  ought  principally 
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to  bo  pruned  off,  if  such  are  found  in  considerable  number,  and  the  rcTcrso  on  sandy 
soil  where  pine  should  be  the  prevailing  kind.  Where  birch  occurs  too  plentifully  iu 
fir  forests  it  should  be  pruned  out  and  only  one  here  and  there  left.  *  »  »  Next  to 
open  field  or  lake,  from  which  heavy  winds  are  apprehended,  one  should  leave  a 
breadth  of  about  fifty  yards  unpruned.  The  most  suitable  time  for  help-pruning  in 
young  forests  is  early  winter,  when  the  ground  is  frozen  but  heavier  snows  have  not 
yet  fallen.  Help-pruning  yields  on  an  average  a  revenue  of  about  two  famns  per 
tunnland. 

Preparatory  or  dressing  pruning  begins  and  continues  only  on  the  third  division,  and 
has  for  its  object  to  effect  an  equal  or  harmonious  forest  bestand. 

Cleaning-pruning  is  the  removing  of  dead,  injured,  or  sickly  trees,  and  those  scattered 
by  windfalls,  and  should  bo  done  at  the  same  time  and  place  with  the  other  prunings, 
however,  before  there  is  enough  snow  to  greatly  impede  the  work.  If  the  windfalls  are 
considerable  there  should  be  a  dimiuufion  in  the  consumption  of  sound  forest. 

Pasture. — Generally  there  are  rocky,  unarable  spots  in  a  pasture,  which  should  receive 
forest  culture.  For  such  places  the  white  birch  is  recommende  I  especially,  as  its  leaves 
make  good  fodder,  although  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  browsing  injures  the  trees. 
The  birch  requires  sixty  years  to  attaiu  its  maturity. 

Marshes  should  be  drained  and  stocked  with  the  gray  alder,  which,  although  it  be- 
longs to  drier  places,  can  grow  on  swampy  tracts.  Consumption  can  be  had  when  the 
tree  is  twenty  to  thirty  years  old — "  Handled  ning  i  Skogs  Skoteel  for  Allmoge,"  3-66. 

VL—EXPLANATIOX  OF  CERTAIN'  TERMS  IX  SWEDISH   FOREST  8CIEXCE. 

Fwest  culture  (skogs  skotsel)  includes  the  raising  of  forest,  ita  treatment  during 
gi-owth,  and  its  consumption. 

By  consumption  of  forest  is  understood  the  felling  of  trees  in  such  a  manner  as  to  fa- 
cilitate the  effort  of  nature  t^  produce  new  forest  iu  place  of  the  former. 

Forest  cuUivaiing  ^skogs  odling)  is  the  raising  of  forest  by  means  of  sowing  seed  by 
hand,  or  planting. 

High  forest  is  that  which  is  not  intended  to  be  consumed  till  the  trees  have  attaiued 
their  maturity. 

Low  forest  is  that  which  comes  from  shoots  from"  the  roots  or  stumps  of  former  trees, 
and  which  may  be  consumed  in  a  shorter  time  to  give  place  to  another  similar  crop- 
as,  for  instance,  timber  for  hoops,  hop-poles,  and  the  like. 

Rotation  period.  The  time  required,  commencing  with  the  sowing,  for  a  forest  to  grow 
and  mature. 

Tract-cutting  is  the  felling  of  such  a  portion  of  the  forest  as,  accordiug  to  a  previously 
prepared  plan,  has  been  allotted  for  a  year's  supply ,  or  such  a  portion  as  can  be  out  with 
due  regard  to  the  rotation  period. 

Regulated  thinning  is  a  manner  of  consumption,  or  of  cutting,  which  is  generally  prac- 
tised in  forests  where  the  trees  in  the  same  plape  are  of  different  age. 

Bestand.  This  word,  written  in  Swedish  "  bestand,''  is  borrowed  from  the  German, 
and  has  a  meaning  in  forest  nomenclature  for  which  there  seems  to  be  no  corresponding 
English  word.  The  original  German  word  will  therefore  be  adopted  in  this  paper. 
The  bestand  of  a  forest  means,  iu  one  sense,  a  group.  There  may  be  several  bestandi  ia 
the  same  forest,  though  the  forest  consists  of  only  one  sort  of  trees.  If  in  a  forest  there 
is  a  cluster  of  trees  of  the  same  age,  and  different  from  its  neighbors,  that  cluster  is  a 
bestand.  Or  if  there  is  a  body  of  trees  of  particular  closeness,  that  body  is  spoken  of  as 
such  a  bestand.  In  short,  by  bestand  is  understood  every  part  of  the  forest  which,  through 
variety,  age,  closeness  or  growth  distinguishes  it  from  its  surroundings.  Tiie  bestand 
is  said  to  be  clean  when  it  consists  of  only  one  variety  of  trees,  and  mixed,  when  it  com- 
prises two  or  more.  If  these  varieties  are  divided  into  groups,  the  bestand  is  group-icist 
mixed.  The  sort  which  occurs  in  greatest  number  is  called  the  prevailin^j  and  the 
others  subordinate.  With  regard  to  age  the  best<ind  is  called  equal  when  all  the  trees 
are  about  equally  old,  and  unequal  when  this  is  not  the  case.  The  bestand  which  con- 
tains enough  trees  to  afford  full  increase  is  entitled  thick^  or  close  ;  when  the  reverse, 
the  bestand  is  more  or  less  thin. 

VII. — Forest  science  as   applied  in  Sweden  in  the  cultiva- 
tion OF  THE  OAK  AND  CERTAIN  OTHER  TREES. 

[What  follows  below  in  relation  to  growing  the  oak,  the  larch,  the 
beech,  and  the  pine,  also  as  to  blending  forest  bestands,  is  compiled 
from  the  Swedish  work  by  Mr.  Bjorkinan  entitled  *'  Hand  book  on  For- 
est Culture,"  an  octavo  volume  of  305  pages,  illustrated,  and  published 
in  1868.  Another  standard  Swedish  work  is  the  "  Text- book  on  Forest 
Science,"  in  two  volumes,  by  C.  L.  Obbarius,  published  in  1845.] 
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1.  Conditions  which  operate  on  the  treatment  of  the  oak. 

Aiid  first,  soil  and  situation.  The  oak  covets  a  deep,  mold-rich,  clay  soil,  which 
Rlionld  be  mixed  with  euoiigh  sand  for  the  free  development  of  the  roots.  Of  all  the 
more  common  forest  trees,  tlie  oak  has  the  greatest  demand  of  deep  and  good  soil,  and 
can,  therefore,  with  as  little  advantage  be  cnltivated  on  rocky  hill  tracts,  with  their 
soil,  as  on  lean  sand.  Where  sand  is  bouutifnlly  mixed  with  mold,  the  oak  can  indeed 
snceeed,  but  it  is  then  thought  to  produce  less  valuable  timber.  An  exception  to  this 
rule  has  been  noticed  with  respect  to  oaks  grown  on  the  sandy  soil  of  the  island  of 
01an<l,  the  timber  of  which  is  particularly  strong;  whereas  oak  timber  grown  on  the 
good  soil  of  Omberg,  East  Gothland,  has  been  poor.  A  moist  situation  is  serviceable 
lor  the  oak ;  yet  dry  situations  are  preferable  to  wet.  Southerly  slopes  are  not  favor- 
able growing-places. 

The  oak  plant  is,  in  most  respects,  more  hardy  than  the  beech,  yet  it  suffers 
from,  frost,  especially  as  its  great  need  of  light  does  not  |)ormit  the  leaving  of 
enough  seed-trees  to  exclude  the  frost,  as  their  shade,  during  the  necessary  time,  would 
do  more  damage  than  frost.  After  it  has  once  been  oppressed,  the  oak  plant  can  with 
difficulty  be  restored. 

Bestand. — The  strong  self-pruning  which  takes  place  in  the  clean-oak  bcstand,  and 
which,  singularly,  in  a  less  fertile  sf)il  appears  very  early,  results  in  a  continual  deteri- 
oration of  the  soil,  while  the  fallen  leaves,  containing  sharp,  concentrated  matter,  are 
neither  serviceable  to  form  a  good  mold.  After  such  deterioration  of  the  forest  land 
has  continued  for  a  considerable  period  the  soil  becomes,  by  degrees,  all  the  more  im- 
potent to  raise  oak  forest,  which  must  finally  give  place  to  a  kind  of  trees  which  are 
easier  satisfied.  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that  oaks  are  no  longer  found  on  tracts 
that  were  once  famed  for  their  oak  forests.  As  experience  has  shown  that  the  oak, 
less  than  other  trees,  is  able  to  retain  the  land  at  that  grade  of  fertility  which  the 
tree  itself  requires,  the  rule  has  been  adopted  only  to  raise  it  in  company  with  such 
sorts  of  trees  as  are  able  to  supply  the  needed  fertility. 

The  oak  suffers  slightly  from  storms,  because  its  stem  extends  7  or  8  feet  into  the 
ground,  and  has  strong  side-roots  to  give  it  a  firm  hold.  A  spot  in  some  degree  pro- 
tected is,  nevertheless,  the  more  preferable  growing-place  for  the  plant. 

Rotatio^n  period.— VwCmt  favorable  circumstances,  the  oak  is  said  to  attain  an  age  of 
six  hundred  or  seven  hundred  years.  On  poor  and  shallow  soil,  however,  it  begins  to 
decay  at  middle  age.  On  suitable  spots,  its  age  should  not  be  less  than  two  hundred 
years. 

Seed-setting. — In  a  close  bestand  the  oak  becomes  seed-bearing  at  eighty  to  one  hun- 
dred, and  in  thinner  bestands  at  fifty  to  eighty  years  of  age,  and  as  a  free  or  open- 
growing  tree,  in  the  twentieth  to  the  thirtieth  year.  On  a  suitable  growing-place  the 
8t!ed-year  can  be  reckoned  on  every  fifth  or  sixth  year,  but  on  a  poor  soil,  or  in  a  place 
otherwise  unfit  for  the  tree,  the  interval  between  the  fniitful  years  is  sometimes  ex- 
tended to  fifteen  to  eighteen  years. 

2.  Consumption  and  means  of  promoting  regrowlh. 

Clean  or  naked  clearing^  acconlpanied  with  sowing  or  planting  is  the  most  useful 
manner  of  consumption  for  the  oak.  In  consequence  of  the  plant's  persistent  demand 
for  protection,  light,  and  free  situation  this  species  is  difficult  to  be  reared  without 
considerable  help  of  seeding  or  plating.  Besides,  only  a  few  oak  forests  are  now  said 
to  be  left  in  Sweden  of  a  character  that  can  be  relied  on  for  thorough  self-seeding. 
But  as  the  bestands  of  these  few  show  that  self-seeding  has  been  possible  for  the  oak, 
at  least  on  favorable  spots  for  gi-owing,  the  method  of  consumption  with  that  object 
will  here  be  described. 

Felling^  accompanied  with  seed-trees. — As  in  consequence  of  the  weight  of  the  acorn  a 
tolerably  close  bestand  of  seed-oaks  must  be  left  standing,  and  also  as  the  oak  bestand 
is  oftenest  thinned  by  self-pruning,  slashing,  or  the  felling  of  a  number  at  the  same 
time,  cannot  be  practiced  unless  the  consumption  occurs  at  the  seed-year.  The  dis- 
tance apart  of  the  branches  of  the  seed-trees  ought  in  general  to  be  10  to  15  feet, 
which  distance,  in  case  heavy  frosts  or  a  high  growth  of  grass  are  expected,  may  be 
still  further  diminished  if  necessary  ;  wherewith  one  must  observe  that  the  seed-trees 
bestand  does  not  become  so  close  as  to  injure  the  plants  by  ovei*shading.  Clearing  to 
admit  light  is  done  as  easily  as  possible,  say  the  second  winter  after  locating  the  seed- 
trees,  or  when  the  xdants  are  something  over  a  year  old.  Frosty  situation  and  grass- 
ground  unite,  nevertheless,  to  delay  light  clearing,  still  it  would  be  equally  unadvisable 
to  postpone  this  beyond  the  third  winter.  After  the  felling  to  admit  light,  by  which 
a  good  part  of  the  seed-trees  are  taken  off,  the  distance  between  the  remaining  tree- 
branches  shall  be  30  to  40  feet.  Final  felling  can  bo  done  when  the  plants  are  lour  or 
five  years  old,  but  must  be  postponed  one  or  two  years  where  the  plants,  in  conse- 
quence ol  the  natnre  of  the  growing-place,  are  in  neo<l  of  long-continued,  gradually 
(liminishing  protection,  and  where  tuns  several  fellings  for  light  are  needful.    That 
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which  oftenest  causes  delay  in  coDsuniption  is  the  state  of  the  market  for  oak  timber,  and 
thegreat4ir  or  less  demand  there  is  for  it,  which  circumstance  may  sometimes  cause  a 
delay  of  ten  to  twelve  yeara  between  the  placing  of  the  seed-trees  and  final  felling; 
suitaldo  felling  for  arlmitting  light  occurring  in  the  mean  time  in  proportion  as  there  is 
opportunity  for  selling  timber. 

What  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the  beech  in  respect  to  leaving  a  few  of  the  finest 
trees  here  and  there  for  still  larger  growth,  and  an  to  preparing  the  felling  for  receiving 
of  the  seed,  and  sowing  or  planting  where  regrowth  is  needed,  applies  in  the  main  to 
the  oak;  to  which  may  be  added  that  satisfactory  salf-so wing  may  be  counted  on  only 
exceptionally,  and  that  a  cle;in  oak  bestaud  should  not  be  sought  for  except  that  the 
endeavor  on  the  other  hand  be  directed  to  obtaining  a  suitable  blending  with  other 
suitable  sort  of  trees. 

3.  Acorns, 

The  bearing-year  of  the  oak  occurs  ou  an  average  every  seventh  year.  The  acorn 
ripens  earlier  or  later  in  October,  according  to  (he  weather  of  the  previous  summer. 
The  gathering  is  usnally  undertaken  that  month,  but  may  be  delayed  until  stronger 
frosts  occur,  after  \>hich  the  best  acorns  fall  from  the  tree.  Those  which  fall  be- 
fore are  for  the  most  part  prematurely  ripe,  or  worm-eaten.  Should  no  frost  hasten 
their  falling,  the  acorns  may  be  shook  off  by  means  of  a  pole,  at  the  end  of  which 
two  strong  pins  have  been  fixed  half  a  foot  apart  to  inclose  the  limbs.  Acorns  which, 
notwithstanding  the  shaking,  do  not  drop,  are  unripe,  and  of  less  value.  It  is  not 
proper  to  beat  down  the  acorns  from  the  twigs,  as  in  that  case  the  sort  just  mentioned 
are  got.  To  collect  them  in  a  heap,  a  sail-cloth  or  carpet  is  spread  under  the  branches. 
Unsound  and  insect-injured  acorns  should,  as  far  as  possible,  bo  immediately  separated 
from  them.    ^Mauy  old  oaks  often  have  unsound  seed. 

After  being  gathered,  the  acorns  are  spread  out  on  the  floor,  in  a  layer  not  exceeding 
half  a  foot  in  depth,  where  for  a  week  they  are  daily  stirred.  They  can  then  be  heapi-d 
to  the  depth  of  an  additional  foot,  after  which  the  stirring  is  done  every  other  or  every 
third  day.  After  being  thus  air-dried  they  are  moN'ed,  in  case  they  are  ncjt  to  be  sown 
during  the  same  autumn,  to  a  place  where  they  are  to  be  kept  over  winter.  Various 
means  have  been  devised  for  preserving  acorns.  The  most  usual,  and  perhaps  the 
most  secure,  is  to  deposit  them  in  a  dry  place  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  dwelling  on 
a  half-a-foot- thick  layer  of  straw,  in  a  cone-shaped  pile,  to  the  height  of  five  fet^t,  formed 
by  alternate  layers  half  a  foot  deep,  of  acorns  and  dry  leaves  or  mass.  The  axle  of  the 
cone  may  be  mmle  of  twigs,  tied  together,  (and  placed  upright,)  which  serves  to  carry 
away  the  moisture  from  the  interior  of  th^  cone,  whose  exterior  may  be  covered  with 
long  straw  to  keep  off  the  rain.  Several  differences  i)revail  with  regard  to  covering; 
sometimes  earth  is  shoveled  over  it,  and  sometimes  it  is  covered  with  fir  twigs  or  with 
boards.  That  part  of  the  twig- ventilator  which  extentis  above  the  cone  can  bo  capped 
with  a  coil  of  straw  or  with  a  suitable  eartheru  vessel.  A  <litch  should  be  dug  around 
the  cone  to  keep  off'  the  wet  and  vermin.  Larger  quantities  can  be  stored  in  rows  of 
cones  of  the  same  height.  *  •  *  Lesser  quantities  can  be  kept  over  winter  in  sand 
or  Faw-dnst.  In  general  acorns  do  not  retain  their  growing  quality  longer  than  till  the 
spring  after  they  are  gathered. 

Sound  acorns  should  completely  fill  the  shell,  have  yellowish  white  unspotted  kernel, 
and  milk-white  sprout  or  bud.  A  cubic  foot  (Swedish)  of  acorns  weighs  from  30  to  35 
pounds,  and  numbers,  when  the  acorns  are  of  medium  size,  six  thousand  to  seven 
thousand. 

[It  appears  that  acorns  are  not  liable  to  injury  from  frost  after  they  are  ripe.  The 
crop  of  acorns  on  the  large  oaks  in  the  vicinity  of  Stockholm  were  entirely  spoiled  by 
frost  before  they  were  ripe,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1871.] 

4.  The  sowing  of  acwns. 

Sowing  is  a  proceeding  requiring  particular  att-ention  in  the  cultivation  of  the  oak, 
especially  if  it  is  raised  in  any  considerable  number,  which,  however,  should  only  ex- 
ceptionally be  the  case,  inasmuch  as  timber-land  in  general  is  only  in  a  few  places 
and  of  small  extent  of  that  quality  required  for  the  oak's  full  development. 

To  render  the  sowing  successful,  the  gmund  should  be  loose  or  deeply  mellow. 
Acorns  are  usually  sown  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  so  that  the  plants,  whicli  at  first  are 
sensitive  to  frost,  may  not  come  up  before  the  spring  frosts  can  be  r«!garded  as  past. 
On  places  somewhat  elevated  and  dry  the  sowing  can  be  done  in  the  autumn,  after  the 
acorns  have  been  gathered  and  air-dried.  The  earth-covering  varies  from  1  to  2 
inches,  the  thinner  being  employed  on  stiff  soil,  and  the  deeper  on  loose  soil,  and 
where  the  plants  would  be  liable  to  appear  while  there  was  danger  of  frost. 

Broadbant  sowing, — Owing  to  the  fact  that  inventions  in  ship-building  in  later  tim^ 
have  diminished  the  demand  for  oak  timber,  and  that  broad  sowing  of  acorns  requires 
to  be  on  a  field  about  as  thoroughly  prepared  as  for  grain,  also  that  experience  has 
furnished  unmistakable  proof  that  the  clean  or  exclusive  oak  bestand  is  insufficient 
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to  preserve  the  soil  in  that  degree  of  fertility  requisite  for  such  trees,  broad  sowing  is 
practiced  only  on  smaller,  and  especially  suitable,  spots,  or  where  blended  with  other 
bestands.  In  the  southern  part  of  the  country  it  is  preferable  to  blend  the  oak  with  the 
beech,  and  in  the  central  part  with  the  so-called  Norway  spruce.  The  ground 
ought  to  be  such  that  it  can,  without  too  many  obstacles,  like  grubs  and  the  ' 
like,  be  worked  to  the  requisite  depth  with  plow  or  hoe.  Afterward  the  acorns  are 
sown,  either  as  grain,  in  which  case  they  obtain  earth-covering  by  harrowing,  and 
wherein  2  cubic  leet  (Swedish)  of  acorns  are  required  per  quadrat  ref,  (about  one-fifth 
of  an  acre,)  or  are  laid  separately  in  a  hole  made  by  a  two-pronged  hoe.  »  *  *  » 
In  the  latter  case,  1  cubic  foot  of  acorns  per  quadrat  ref  is  sufficient. 

Sometimes  the  acorns  are  sowed  in  rows ;  the  acorns  being  dropped  5  to  6  inches  from 
each  other  in  every  third  or  fifth  furrow,  according  as  the  hand  who  plows  progresses, 
in  which  case,  the  earth-covering  is  eiFected  by  plowing  the  next  furrow ;  or,  it  is 
sometimes  done  by  means  of  holes  made  by  a  board  form,  (with  a  sort  of  mil  king-stool 
handle  placed  upon  it,)  the  taps  or  tenons  in  the  form  being  from  4  to  5  inches  long 
and  6  to  7  inches  apart,  where  one  large  or  two  small  acorns  are  dropped.  In  the  latter 
process,  about  one  cubic  foot  of  acorns  per  quadrat  ref  are  sufficient. 

In  row-sowing  only  that  portion  of  the  ground  which  is  actually  sowed  is  plowed, 
namely,  belts  3  to  5  feet  broad,  and  5  to  8  feet  apart,  according  as  a  more  considerable 
mixture  of  other  sorts  of  tree^  is  desired.  The  intermediate  space  then  receives  only 
such  preparation  as  the  kind  of  tree  requires,  whether  raised  by  sowiugor  transplanting. 

Sowing  in  squares  of  one-quarter  of  a  square  foot  is  used  most  for  "  help  culture," 
or  when  the  oak  is  to  be  mixed  with  other  sorts  of  trees,  but  oan  also  be  used  in  raising 
the  oak  bestand.  In  the  latter  case,  the  squares  are  hoed  up  to  the  size  of  at  least  two 
square  feet,  and  at  a  distance  from  each  other  of  5  to  6  feet.  For  sowing,  one  cubic 
foot  of  acorns  are  calculated  per  quadrat  ref.  When  in  square  sowing  the  earth  needs 
to  be  mellowed  to  the  depth  of  at  least  6  inches,  the  process  is  regarded  more  as  pit 
sowing,  especially  as  earth-tilling  or  hill-manuring  is  not  seldom  needed  for  the  oak. 
A  handful  of  such  filling  is  required  for  every  quadrat  foot  of  the  square's  extent. 

Piece  sowing  is  on  soil  naturally  loose,  and  not  troubled  by  a  strong  growfh  of  grass, 
and  is  a  method  of  cultivating  the  oak,  which,  considering  its  little  expense,  and  in 
comparison  therewith,  satisfactory  results,  should  obtain  an  extensive  practice.  In 
making  the  hole,  which  should  be  2  to  2^  inches  deep,  the  "satt "-stick,  "siitt"  augur, 
and  "siitt"  hammer  are  used.  One  or  two  acorns,  according  to  their  size,  and,  from 
previous  experience,  growing  capacity,  are  dropped  in  each  ot  the  holes,  which  are  at  a 
distance  of  2  to  :i  teet,  dependent  on  how  little  or  large  will  be  the  mixture  of  other 
sorts  of  trees.  The  hole  can  also  be  made  with  a  hoe,  wherewith  a  strong  blow  is 
sufficient.  For  piece  sowing,  a  half  to  two-thirds  of  a  cubjc  foot  of  acorns  are  required 
per  quadrat  ref,  or  fifth  of  an  acre. 

5.  Transplanting  of  the  oak. 

As,  from  what  has  been  seen,  the  oak  does  not  admit  in  general  of  being  raised  in 
separate  masses  or  clean  bestand,  nor,  on  account  of  its  demand  for  good  soil,  in  very 
large  connected  tracts.  Transplanting  is  a  method  of  rearing  only  exceptionally  useil. 
Nevertheless  it  ujay  be  practiced  with  success  where  the  oak  is  cultivated  on  a  some- 
what large  scale  in  situations  protected  from  frost. 

The  oak  may  be  transplanted  from  three  to  four  years  of  age  up  to  the  time  it  has 
attaineil  a  height  of  15  feet.  But  it  has  been  found  that  the  setting  of  smaller  plants 
and  young  trees  of  ^  to  1  inch  in  diameter  succeeds  bett-er  than  the  sevting  of  medium 
sized  five  to  eight  year  plants.  These  latter  have,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  plant, 
a  less  number  of  roots.  Sometimes  wild-growing  young  trees  can  be  removed.  These 
are,  however,  never  so  good  as  those  reared  in  the  plant-school,  as  their  widely  ex- 
tended roots  are  considerably  injured  in  taking  up,  which  again  occasions  a  consider- 
able trimming  of  the  branches ;  the  top  itself  sometimes  requiring  to  be  taken  ott". 
Such  rough  usage,  of  course,  injuries  their  future  growth.  Plants  are  reared,  therefore, 
rather  in  the  school.  For  preventing  a  too  strong  development  of  the  tap  or  center 
root,  and  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  the  cutting  of  the  same,  it  has  been  sought  to  have 
only  a  shallow  layer  of  pulverized  earth  in  the  bed  of  the  plant  when  it  is  to  be  trans- 
planted earlier  than  the  third  or  fourth  year  of  its  age.  It  often  occurs,  however,  that 
t^e  root  shoots  down  so  deep  that  it  must  be  cut  oif.  Therefore,  as  this  manner  of 
incompletely  preparing  the  ground  does  not  accomplish  the  desired  object,  but  on  the 
contrary  obstructs  the  natural  development  of  the  plant,  it  is  not  to  be  recommended. 

A  method  of  oak  culture  to  employ  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transplanting  and  to 
avoid  the  difficulty  of  transferring  from  the  fresh  be<l  to  an  intermediate  one,  is  to  drop 
the  acorns  so  far  apai't  thar.  the  plants  can  for  a  longer  time  continue  to  grow  at  their 
original  distance;  in  which  case  the  tap-root  is  severed  by  means  of  a  sharp  spade 
two  years  before  the  transplanting  occura,  so  that  the  suckej*  roots  about  the  cutting 
may  bo  formed  by  the  time  the  plants  are  taken  up.  The  branches  are  likewiv^e  to  be 
somewhat  shortened  at  Uie  same  time.    Although  this  proceeding  sometimes  succeeds 
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it  uiust  Devertheless  be  regarded  as  rather  hazardous  where  one  has  not  the  means  to 
know  immediately  how  much  of  the  root  has  been  taken  off,  and  thereby  to  determine 
how  much  the  branches  should  be  clipped.  On  the  contrary  "  oraskoluing"  or  the 
transferring  of  the  plant  from  its  first  to  an  intermediate  bed,  should  be  recommended 
for  general  practice  because  it,  in  a  less  violent  manner,  prevents  too  great  lengthen- 
ing of  the  root  and  contributes  more  powerfully  to  the  shooting  out  of  small  or  sucker 
roots. 

The  transplanting  of  shoots  is  very  expensive  as  well  in  consequence  of  the  more 
troublesome  takiug  up  as  the  increased  labor,  both  of  digging  and  arranging  the  plant- 
hills,  without  even  the  setting  out ;  in  respect  to  which  last,  if  it  is  done  with  requisite 
care,  every  shoot  should  have  a  little  earth-hill,  which  occasionally  ought  to  be  hoed  or 
stirred  up.  If  wild-growing  shoots  are  used  the  expense  is  incrcjised  exceedingly 
through  the  diflflculty  of  digging  up  ;  in  doing  of  which  one  must  often  use  specially 
constructed  light  and  sharp  spades  in  order  to  out  oft*  the  extended  roots.  The  trans- 
planting of  large  shoots  occurs  only  in  pasture-gi*ouud  or  where  strong  frosts  are  to 
be  feared. 

In  other  cases  younger  plants  three  to  four  years  old  are  used,  but  only  exceptionally, 
with  clumps  of  earth,  partly  because  the  oak  can  be  planted  very  well  without,  and 
partly  bfcause  it  is  difficult  to  take  up  such  clumps  of  earth  of  the  requisite  depth. 
As  a  well-pulverized  earth  especially  contributes  to  Jhe  growth  and  success  of  the 
plants  they  are  for  the  most  part  set  in  hills.  If  the  earth  has  been  pulverized  for  a 
year  or  two  before,  either  by  cultivation  for  root  or  garden  crops,  or  by  deep  spading 
on  spots  intended  for  plants,  even  tenderer  plants  can  set  out,  if  not  too  bushy,  with  the 
"siitt  iron  "  or  wedge-spade. 

For  hill  planting  the  young  plants  are  not  clipped  at  all,  at  least  as  little  as  possible, 
as  the  cutting  necessarily  injures  them.  If  the  tap-root  is  longer  than  can  be  set  in 
the  hill  without  cutting,  it  is  better  for  the  progress  of  the  plant  to  make  a  hole  for  it 
in  the  bottom  of  the  hul,  by  a  pointed  staff.  Where  filling  earth  is  required  to  improve 
the  ground  it  is  used. 

Whether  larger  or  smaller  plants  are  used  it  is  important  they  are  not  set  too  deep. 
On  the  contrary  one  ha«  nothing  to  fear  from  a  shallow  transplanting;  yet  the  earth, 
especially  if  it  is  hard,  should  be  well  and  deeply  pulverized  so  that  even  smaller,  three 
to  four  years'  old  plants,  may  obtain  a  foot  of  loose  earth  for  the  outspreading  of  their 
roots. 

In  oak  culture  it  is  particularly  material  to  blend  the  bestand  in  a  desirable  manner, 
and  therefore  to  transplant  other  sorts  of  trees,  which,  better  than  the  oak,  contribute 
to  the  fertility  of  the  ground  between  the  rows  of  oaks.  That  beech  and  spruce  are 
most  suitable  for  this  object  has  already  been  stated  ;  yet  other  sorts  of  trees  can  be 
employed.  But  one  must  observe  not  to  select  such  kinds  of  trees  that  will  grow  so 
as  to  overshadow  and  crowd  the  oak,  or  at  least  see  that  these  latter  may  obtain  a  suita- 
ble seed  career,  and  that  all  such  trees  whose  near  standing  is  disadvantageous  to  the 
oak  limbs  are  afterward  cut  away. 

Transplanting  in  the  spring  \»  most  suitable  to  the  oak,  bat  on  higher  situations,  free 
from  frost,  it  may  be  done  in  the  autumn.  Smaller  plants  obtain  four  feet  between  dis- 
tance when  transplanted  in  squares ;  in  rows  three  feet,  with  from  6  to  ti  to  12  to  16  feet 
between  rows,  depending  on  the  need  of  the  soil  for  other  sorts  of  trees.  Larger 
shoots,  which  for  the  most  part  are  set  out  in  quadrat  form,  obtain  a  distance  of  9  to  10 
fee|;.  On  pasture-land  the  between  distance  is  10  to  24  feet,  according  as  regard  ishml 
to  obtaining  timber  or  pasture.  In  low  forests  where  stump  plants  are  used  with  ad- 
vantage these  are  set  out  at  three  to  four  years  of  age,  at  a  distance  of  7  to  8  feet. 

6.  The  larch. 

The  larch,  which  in  later  times  has  been  introduced  into  Sweden,  has  yet  nowhere 
been  able  to  come  to  maturity  and  for  consumption  as  a  bestand.  *  * 

To  give  it  a  vigorous  growth  requires  a  good  clay  mixed  abd  tolerably  deep  sand  soil, 
and  it  thrives  best  in  a  moist  situation.  Setter,  however,  on  dry  soil  than  wet  or  sour, 
which  latter  the  larch  cannot  at  all  tolerate.  Tho plant  has  greater  need  of  light  than 
the  pine,  and  can  sooner  be  freed  from  shading. 

The  bestand  of  larch  should  be  protected  from  strong  wind  ;  but  it  suffers  less  from 
windfalls  than  other  species  of  iir  trees,  because  of  its  deep  roots  and  that  its  foliage 
falls  before  the  heaviest  storms  usually  occur.  During  the  first  forty  to  sixty  years 
it  grows  rapidly,  and  improves  the  ground  through  its  yearly  falling  and  easy-mold- 
ing leaves.  After  this  time  a  strong  self-pruning  begins,  whereby  the  bestand  grows 
thin  and  the  ground  deteriorates.  Like  other  sorts  of  trees  which  are  oppressed  by  a 
strong  self-pruning,  the  larch  ought  not  to  be  reared  in  clean  bestand,  but  in  mixture 
with  the  kinds  of  trees  which  maintain  the  bestand  clo8e<l,  so  that  the  larch  tree  by 
this  may  be  able,  without  causing  any  trouble  to  the  soil,  to  be  left  to  grow  to  higher 
age,  when  the  timber  first  acquires  a  remarkable  quality,  namely,  to  withstand  rotting 
better  than  most  other  kinds  of  timber.  Middle-aged  and  young  larch  trees  produce, 
on  the  contrary,  very  indifferent  timber.  Diaitized  bv  C 
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Rotation  peiiod,— Within  its  native  Alp  regions  the  larch  can  attain  an  age  of  six 
hundred  years.  In  Sweden,  and  in  other  countries  wliere  it  has  been  introduce<l,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  years  should  be  the  highest  age  it  can  reach,  in 
which  case  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  years  is  the  most  suit- 
able period  of  rotation.  On  an  unsuitable  growing-place,  it  sometimes  attains  an  age 
of  only  forty  to  fifty  years. 

Seed-setting, — The  larch  often  bears  seed  copiously,  though  only  a  smaller  part  are 
sound.  At  eight  to  ten  years  of  age  the  tree  has  cones,  but  fruitful  seeds  ought  not  to 
be  expected  at  a  younger  age  than  twenty  years. 

7.  The  beech. 

The  soil  in  which  the  heech  best  thrives  is -a  rich  and  strong  loam  sand,  mixed  clay 
soil,  or  clay-mixed  sand  soil,  in  which  latter  the  sand  should  not  too  much  predomi- 
nate. Intermixture  of  round  stones  seems  to  be  advantageous.  Situation  moist,  but 
better  dry  than  wet.  The  plant  is  in  a  high  degree  sensitive  to  frost  and  requires  pro- 
tection. 

The  bestand. — Among  all  the  sorts  of  trees  found  in  our  forests,  there  is  none  which 
can  be  compared  to  the  beech  in  respect  to  its  quality  of  improving  the  ground.  Here- 
to, the  numerous  tree-crowns,  free  from  acid  matter,  contribute,  as  well  as  the  easy- 
molding  leaves.  The  beech  is  also  the  only  one  of  our  usual  leaf-trees  which,  with- 
out injury  to  the  ground,  can  be  cultivated  in  clean  or  exclusive  bestand. 

JRotativH-period. — On  a  suitable  growing-place,  the  beech  attains  an  age  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  three  hundred  years.  The  bearing-years  occur,  on  an  average,  every 
seven  to  eight  years.  The  seed-year  may  be  observed  the  autumn  before,  by  the  pres- 
ence of  numerous  flower-buds,  which  are  larger  and  plumper  than  leaf-buds. 

8.  The  pine. 

The  pine  occurs  on  soil  of  the  roost  unlike  quality^  and  in  the  most  different  situ- 
ations, from  the  dry  sand  heath  to  the  low  moss  where  every  other  kind  of  tree  is 
excluded.  A  deep  and  pulverized  sand-soil,  rich  in  loam  and  with  an  inconsiderable 
mixture  of  clay  in  moist  situation,  is,  nevertheless,  the  soil  whereon  the  pine  develops 
the  strongest  growth. 

The  j;^an/  experiences  no  injury  from  frost,  and  only  during  the  first  two  years  ap- 
pears to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  drought.  Grass-growing  is  injurious  to  them,  but 
in  a  less  degree  than  to  other  fir-trees.  As  long  as  the  bestand  is  closed  it  continues  to 
improve  the  ground  by  its  rich  offal ;  but  after  the  bestand  becomes  thin  and  leaves 
the  ground  without  sufficient  protection,  the  relation  so  changes  that  the  pine  does  not 
prevent  a  gradual  deterioration  of  the  soil.  Where  the  latter  is  naturally  poor,  a  self- 
Iiruning,  which  thins  the  bestand,  begins  earlier. 

Rotation  period. — In  the  northerly  parts  of  the  country  two  hundred,  and  on  poorer 
ground  three  hundred,  years  are  requisite  for  the  pine  to  grow  to  good  timber,  in  the 
southerly  tracts  one  hundred  years  are  sufficient.  Free  or  open  growing  pine  produces 
seed  at  fifteen  to  twenty  years  of  age.  But  in  close  bestand  it  does  not  bear  seed  till 
the  age  of  fifty  to  seventy  years,  after  which  every  fourth  year,  on  an  average,  can  be 
reckoned  on  for  seed.  As  the  pine  cones  require  about  eighteen  months  to  ripen,  and 
the  seed  does  not  fall  sooner  than  five  to  six  months  afterward,  there  is,  therefore,  dis- 
cerned a  coming  seed-year  already  half  another  year  before,  by  the  yet  small  half-year- 
old  cones. 

Felling^  with  seed-trees. — Where  the  ground  is  favorable  for  the  reception  of  seed,  six 
to  seven  older,  healthy-seed-bearing  trees  should  be  left  to  each  quarter  of  an  acre. 
Where  the  ground  is  covered  with  gniss,  or  slopes  to  the  south,  or  is  unusually  bare, 
seed-trees  should  be  left  so  that  the  cones  shall  not  be  more  than  about  sixteen  feet 
from  each  other. 

Seed. — The  seed  of  the  pine  is  in  closed  cones,  ripens  in  the  latter  part  of  October, 
the  year  next  after  blooming,  and  can  be  gathered  from  the  beginning  of  November  to 
the  beginning  of  April.  As  has  before  been  stated,  cones  of  three  different  ages  are 
often  found  on  the  same  tree,  namely,  those  that  have  opened  and  discharged  the  seed, 
those  that  are  two  years  old,  and  those  that  are  one  year  old.  The  proper  ones  can  be 
distinguished  from  the  rest  without  difficulty.  They  have  a  conic  form,  brownish-gray 
color,  close-shutting  shell,  are  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  inch  in  length,  and  are  fixed 
near  the  base  of  the  last  year's  cones.  The  one-year-old  cones  have  tneir  place  at  the 
end  of  the  bud  or  twig,  are  round  and  of  greenish  color.  Empty  cones  have  extended 
shell,  and  are  of  a  grayish-brown  color.  When  gathered,  cones  should  be  preserved  in 
a  place  free  from  dampness.  If  desired  they  may  be  kept  ur shelled  a  year,  but  should 
be  protected  from  the  sun  and  from  air-currents.  To  facilitate  opening  of  the  burrs  a 
certain  degree  of  warmth  is  required,  the  best  being  from  the  sun.  Degree  of  warmth 
AHP  to  43^  Celsius,  sometimes  50^.  Cones  collected  late  in  the  winter  do  not  require 
more  than  eight  to  twelve  hours  warmth  of  such  degree  as  first  mentioned ;  earlier 
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ones  a  day.  *  *  *  When  tbe  seeds  leave  the  cone  they  have  film-like  ohlong  wings, 
one  end  of  which  incloses  the  seed.  *  *  •  A  pine  cone  contains  twenty  to  thirty 
seeds.  *  *  In  pnrchosing  them  one  mnst  see  that  the  weight  hou  not  been  increased 
bj'  being  made  damp  for  that  purpose,  as  such  treatment  injures  them ;  also  that  they 
have  not  been  wanned  in  an  oven,  the  heat  in  such  cases  often  being  too  great.  Seven 
hnndred  good  seeds  make  an  ort,  Swedish  weight,  (a  little  less  than  a  huudredtii  part 
of  a  pound.)    A  kanua  of  cleau  wingless  seeds  weighs  2.8  sk&Ipunds. 

9.  The  Mending  of  trees. 

The  bestand  of  pine  and  spruce  is  incomparably  the  most  important  for  Swedish  for- 
ests. The  spruce,  which,  at  a  higher  age,  affords  sufficient  shade  for  the  ground  and 
thereby  maintains  its  fertility,  compensates  for  what  in  this  respect  is  lacEing  in  the 
clean  pine  bestand,  while  the  pine,  on  its  part,  *^  kernel  full "  or  vigorous  stems,  sup- 

Elies  that  want  of  exterior  hardihood  which  is  observable  in  the  exclusively  sprnce 
estand. 

The  bestiind  of  ^r  /rce»,  especially  pine  and  spruce,  with  the  hirchy  is  a  blending  which 
is  not  difficult  to  effect,  and  merits  much  attention,  especially  as  the  birch  in  such 
society  acquires  finer  form  of  stem  and  larger  size  than  when  it  grows  alone.  •  •  ♦ 
But  as  the  birch  does  not  preserve  the  fertility  of  the  ground,  it  should  not  be  the  pre- 
vailing sort. 

The  ijestand  of  ^r  and  heech  occurs  in  the  southern  part  of  the  kingdom,  with  the 
beech  sometimes  the  prevailing  sort. 

10.  Bestand  of  heech  and  oak. 

This  blending,  especially  for  the  oak,  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  because  no  sort  of 
ti*ee  contiibutes  so  powerfiilly  as  the  beech  to  maintain  the  soil  at  the  dej^ree  of  fer- 
tility which  is  requisite  for  the  oak.  This  blending  occurs  in  the  south  part  of  the 
country,  where  the  climate  is  adapt-ed  to  the  beech ;  but  in  that  part  north  of  where 
the  beech  fionrishes  the  blendiirfc  of  the  oak  with  fir  trees  is  practiced,  particular  re- 
gard being  paid  to  the  selection  of  proper  spots  for  the  oak.  *  "  With  the  beech 
the  oak  shows  a  growth  not  to  be  seen  under  other  circumstances. 

The  above,  though  perhaps  imperfect,  translations  from  Mr.  Bjorkman's  treatise  will 
tend  to  show  something  of  itfi  practical  character. 

VIIL— Instruction  in  forestry.— (See  ante,  sec.  Ill,  J  3.) 

The  principal  institution  in  Sweden  for  instruction  in  forestry  is  the  Royal  Forest 
Institute,  at  Stockholm.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a  rise  of  ground  in  a  grove  close 
to  the  bridge  as  one  turns  from  the  city  to  enter  the  Deer  Park.  The  course  of  study 
occupies  two  yeare,  and  the  first  term  begins  in  June.  Tuition  is  free.  Candidates  for 
admission  must  have  sound  health,  be  neither  under  eighteen  nor  over  twenty -eight 
years  of  age,  and  must  have  passe<l  an  examination  such  as  admits  to  the  university, 
which  includes  a  knowledge  of  the  German  language,  and  either  the  English  or  French. 
Among  the  studies  pursued  are  the  classification  and  division  of  forest,  forest  culture, 
and  the  quality  of  timber,  forest  technology,  climate  and  soil,  forest  botany,  forest 
insects,  art  of  hunting,  mathematics,  forest  and  game  laws,  map-drawing,  &,c.  Fonr 
pupils  receive  from  the  State  a  stipend,  as  assistance,  of  250  rix-dollars  each,  per  year. 
Graduates  are  regarded  as  members  of  the  forest  "stat "  or  establishment,  and  are  in 
the  line  of  promotion  therein  ;  their  fii*st  appointment  being  that  of  assistant  forester, 
which  is  generally  received  immediately  after  graduation  and  opens  the  way  t^  their 
earning  about  600  rix-dollars  a  year  in  surveying  and  other  work  con  nee  ted 'with  for- 
est. Jn  ten  years  they  can  be  promoted  to  "Jiig  miistere,"  or  forester.  Above  this 
last  office  is  the  position  of  forest  inspector  which  has  been  created  f(»r  three  or  four 
years.  16,300  rix-dollars  are  annually  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  institute. 
There  arfefour  active  instructors,  namely,  the  director  and  three  ''lektors,"  or  teachers. 

Forest  schopls, — Besides  the  institute  there  are,  in  Sweden,  six  forest  schools  which  are 
principally  supported  by  the  government  and  located  at  the  following  fdaces :  Tierps, 
Upsala  County;  Ombergs,  5stergotland  County;  Bod  a,  Cal  mar  County ;  Daniels  Lands, 
Christianstad  County ;  Hunneberg,  Elfsborg  County ;  and  Silbre,  Wester  Norrland 
County.  Tuition  at  the  forest  schools  is  free,  and  besides  ten  pupils  at  each  school 
receive  board  and  lo<lging  free.  The  course  of  study  lasts  eight  months.  Some  knowl- 
edge of  the  common  branches  taught  in  the  folk-schools  is  all  that  is  required  for 
admittance.  A  graduate  of  a  forest  school  can  be  employed  as  a  forest  watchman  at 
about  300  rix-dollars  per  year  and  use  of  a  dwelling  and  patch  of  gi-ound.  The  studies 
are  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  translation  of  regulations  in  regard  to  the  forest 
schools.  The  government  offers  to  help  support  additional  schools  where  local  author- 
ities take  the  initiatory  steps  to  establish  them.  From  the  report  of  18S7,  it  appears 
that  21,850  pupils  in  the  "folk"  or  common  schools  received  instruction  in  horticulture 
and  tree-planting.    Among  the  prominent  schools  of  forestry  in  Europe  is  one  at  Thar- 
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rand,  in  Saxony,  one  at  Neustadt-Eborswalde,  in  Prnssia,  one  at  Ascliaffeubergjin  Bava- 
ria, one  at  Nancy,  in  France,  and  one  at  Mariabornm,  near  Vienna. 

In  Sweden  it  is  the  practice  in  every  branch  of  the  pnblic  service  and  department  of 
instruction  to  allow  money  for  the  traveling  expenses  of  persons  sent  abroad  to  obtain 
information ;  and  snms  varying  from  500  rix-dollars  to  1,200  rix-dollars  are  often 
granted  for  traveling  in  foreign  countries  on  forest  pnrposes. 

IX.— Forest  literature. 

Having  in  another  part  of  this  report  mentioned  some  of  the  Swedish  authors  on 
forestry,  I  will  now  refer  to  some  other  works  and  documents  which  merit  the  attention 
of  people  who  ai*e  interested  in  forest  culture  in  the  United  States. 

A  short  but  practical  article  on  the  culture  and  management  of  forest  trees^  hy  J.  J. 
Thomas,  is  published  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1864. 

An  article  entitled  American  Forests  ;  their  destruction  and  preservation,  by  F.  Starr,  jr., 
may  be  found  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1865. 

The  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1870  also  contains  an  interesting 
paper  on  the  subject  of  forests. 

Fieldf  Forest  and  Garden  Botany^  by  Professor  Gray,  of  Harvard  University,  is  un- 
doubtedly very  useful  as  a  hand-book,  and  for  elementary  instruction. 

The  North  American  Sylvay  by  F.  Andrew  Michaux,  with  notes  by  J.  Jay  Smith,  3  vol- 
umes, Philadelphia,  Rice,  Rutter  &  Co.,  1865.  The  father  of  the  author,  a  Frenchman, 
devoted  ten  years,  from  1785  to  1796,  to  a  thorough  exploration  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  accompanied  by  his  son.  The  latter  revisited  the  country  in  1801,  and 
i^ain  in  1807,  making  extensive  researches,  the  result  of  which  was  published  in  Paris 
1810-1813,  with  rich  copper-plate  engravings.  The  work  was  translated  into  English  by 
Hillhouse,  and  printed  in  that  language  at  Paris,  1819.  The  second  English  edition 
was  brought  out  at  New  Harmony,  Indiana,  partly  through  the  efforts  of  William  Mc- 
Clare.  The  present  edition  of  1865,  in  three  large  octavo  volumes,  contains  the  original 
illustrations  oeautif ally  colored,  and  deserves  a  place  in  every  public  library. 

TAc  North  American  Sylva,  or  a  description  of  the  forest  treesof  the  United  States,  Canada 
and  Nora  Scotia,  not  published  in  the  work  of  F,  Andrew  Michaux,  illustrated  by  121  colored 
plates,  by  Thomas  Nuttall,  three  volumes  in  two,  Philadelphia;  Rice  &  Hart,  1857. 
The  author  of  this  work  visited  the  United  States  in  1823,  and  remained  several  years 
making  explorations.    A  standard  authority. 

The  Trees  and  Shrubs  of  Britain,  by  J.  C.  Loudon,  in  eight  volumes,  second  edition, 
London,  Henry  G.  Bohn,  1854.  In  this  work  native  and  foreign  trees  are  pictorially 
and  botanically  delineated  and  scientifically  and  popularly  described,  with  their  propa- 
gation, culture,  management  and  uses  in  the  arts,  in  useful  and  ornamental  plantations, 
and  in  landscape  gardening.  The  introductory  chapters  contain  a  historical  and  geo- 
graphical outline  of  the  trees  and  shrubs  of  temperate  climates  throughout  the  world. . 
The  first  four  volumes  contain  the  text,  with  above  2,500  engravings.  The  other  four 
volumes  are  devoted  to  portraits  of  trees  on  octavo  and  quarto  plates.  The  work  con- 
tains a  mine  of  information  in  regard  to  trees,  very  much  of  winch  would  be  highly 
entertaining  to  the  general  reader.  It  was  first  published  in  1838,  and  the  author 
cites  upward  of  two  thousand  works  referred  to  therein,  which  shows  the  voluminous 
character  of  forest  literature  even  then.  I  venture  to  quote  here  a  brief  passage  from 
his  introductory  chapter  on  the  Inducements  for  tree  planting  : 

**Many  persons,  when  recommended  to  plant,  reply:  *0f  what  use  is  it  to  plant  at 
my  age  f  I  can  never  hope  to  live  to  see  my  plants  become  trees.'  This  sort  of  an- 
swer does  not,  at  first  sight,  appear  surprising,  if  we  suppose  it  to  come  from  a  person 
of  sixty  or  seventv  years  of  age,  but  we  often  hear  it  even  from  men  of  thirty  or  forty. 
In  either  case,  such  an  answer  is  the  result  of  error,  founded  on  mistaken  and  prejudiced 
notions.  We  shall  prove  its  incorrectness  by  matters  of  fact.  In  the  year  1830  there 
were  many  sorts  of  trees  in  the  arboretum  of  Messrs.  Loddiges,  which  had  been  planted 
exiMJtly  ten  years,  and  each  of  which  exceeded  30  feet  in  height.  Most  of  these  trees 
have  sincebeencutdownfor  want  of  room,  but  we  have  the  names  and  the  measurement 
of  the  whole  of  them.  There  are,  also,  at  the  present  time  (December,  1834)  many  trees 
la  the  arboretum  of  the  London  Horticultural  Society's  garden,  at  Chiswick,  which 
have  been  only  ten  years  planted,  and  which  are  between  30  feet  and  40  feet  in  height. 
Why,  then,  should  any  one,  even  of  seventy  years  of  age,  assign  as  a  reason  for  declin- 
iug  planting  that  he  cannot  hope  to  live  to  see  his  plants  become  trees  f  A  tree  30  feet 
high,  practically  speakmg,  will  effect  all  the  general  purposes  for  which  trees  an-* 
planted  ;  it  will  afford  shelter  and  shade,  display  individual  beauty  and  character,  and 
confer  expression  on  landscape  scenery."    (Introduction,  p.  9.) 

The  Forester,  or  a  practical  treatise  on  the  planting,  rearing,  and  general  management  of 
forest  trees.  By  James  Brown,  wood-surveyor,  and  nnrsery-man.  Stirling;  fourtii  edi- 
tion, enlarged  and  impnived.  William  Blackw<M)d  «&  Sons.  Edinburgh  and  London  : 
1-^1  Large  octavo;  pages  835.  Undoubtedly  the  best  work  on  the  subject^,  in  the. 
English  language.  :rOOQlC 
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This  arrthor  states  that,  within  the  hist  twenty  years,  he  has  sent  ont  a  rery  large 
number  of  forestei's  to  situations,  at  salaiie*  varying  from  $350  to  $800  i)er  year.  He 
laments  that  there  is  not  a  school  in  Great  Bqtain,  where  young  men  can  learn  efiR- 
ciently  all  the  branches  of  study  in  connection  with  forestry,  ana  gives  the  following 
advice  as  to  the  way  in  which  a  self-supporting  institution  for  the  purpose  may  he 
established  :  "  Let  an  arboricultural  association  he  formed  of  some  of  the  leading  landed 
proprietors  in  the  country,  with  a  few  men  of  science  among  them,  having  for  their 
object  the  cultivation  of  "trees  on  the  most  approved  and  improved  principles  of  the 
age,  and  the  training  up  of  young  men  as  foresters  according  to  these  principles,  in 
order  to  fill  the  places  of  the  existing  foresters  of  the  old  school,  and  thus  a»  early  as 
possible  bring  about  an  improved  state  of  arboriculture  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
country. 

**  Then,  supposing  that  such  an  association  were  fonned,  where  and  how  is  the  field 
of  their  o)>erations  to  be  had  f  Of  course  they  could  not  undertake  anything  in  a  defi- 
nite and  practical  way  in  respect  to  forestry  without  this.  Such  a  field  may  easily  be 
had,  as  there  are  many  landed  proprietors  in  this  country  who  have  tnore  estates  than 
one,  and  who  would  be  willing,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  give  over  the  woodlands  on  one  of 
them  for  the  ])urpo8e  of  forming  an  arboricultural  school  of  it,  of  course  under  safe  and 
proper  conditions  to  both  parties.  The  outline  of  the  conditions  might  be  made  some- 
what as  follows :  The  proprietor,  R.  F.,  lets  to  the  association ,  for  a  i>eriod  of, 

say  forty  years  from  date,  all  the  woodl  nds  at  present  on  the  estate  of  A.,  extendinii 
to  about  2,000  acres,  as  per  plan  of  the  property  to  be  referred  to,  at  an  annual  rent  of 

£ .    The  several  crops  embraced  to  bo  thinned,  and  otherwise  dealt  with  for  their 

Improvement  in  health  and  value  by  the  said  association,  and  according  to  a  mode  to 
be  proposed  by  them  and  approved  of  by  the  said  R.  F.,  the  proprietor,  who  is  to  sell 
the  timber  and  other  produce  for  his  own  behoof,  the  association  to  be  paid  by  him  for 
the  labor  performed  by  them  in  dealing  with  the  works  of  thinning  and  otherwise  im- 
proving the  crops,  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  all  at  the  usual  rates  for  such  works ;  thefle 
to  be  agreed  ou  between  the  association  and  the  said  proprietor's  agent  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  year,  i^jd  before  the  works  commence  for  the  season.  And  the  said  R.  F., 
the  proprietor,  lets  also  to  the  said  association,  for  the  said  period  of  forty  years,  for 
tlie  purpose  of  being  planted  by  them  from  time  to  time  with  suitable  kinds  of  trees, 

as  may  be  agreed  ou  between  the  parties,  that  piece  of  waste  land  known*  as ,  and 

extending  to  1,800  acres,  at  the  annual  rent  of  dp .    This  portion  of  land  is  let  to 

the  association  on  the  understanding  that,  at  the  end  of  their  lease,  the  said  R.  F.,  the 
proprietor,  shall  take  over  all  the  crops  that  shall  then  be  found  growing  on  it,  at  a 
valuation  to  be  settled  by  two  neutral  men  of  skill,  mutually  chosen,  when  the  said  R. 
F.,  or  his  heirs,  will  pay  tne  association  the  full  value  that  may  then  be  made  in  respect 
to  the  crops  of  trees  that  may  have  been  planted  by  them  ou  said  land.  And  it  is  to 
be  understood  that  during  the  currency  of  the  lease  the  said  association  shall  have  full 
•power  to  manage  the  woods  they  may  plant  on  said  waste  land  in  their  own  way  and 
as  they  may  think  fit,  and  to  use  for  their  own  behoof  all  proceeds  arising  from  tbeni; 
it  being  understood,  however,  that  all  the  crops  they  may  plant  shall  be  properly 
treated  and  traiued,  so  as  to  insure  their  being  valuable  to  the  estate  as  a  crop  ou  the 
land,  when  they  are  handed  over  to  the  proprietor  of  the  laud  at  the  end  of  the  lease. 
And  it  is  also  agreed  that  the  said  association  shall  have  no  i>ower  to  clear  any  portion 
of  said  crops  of  trees  they  may  plant,  nor  any  portion  of  any  crops  whatever,  without 
the  consent  of  the  proprietor  of  the  laud.  #  »  ,  # 

"A  president  and  vice-presidents,  with  directors,  would  have  to  be  appointed,  as 
also  a  secretarjr,  a  treasurer,  and  auditor.  Next,  the  working-resident  statf  might  be  a 
manager,  who  would  bo  accountable  to  the  president  and  directors  for  the  proper  work- 
ing of  the  objects  of  the  association.  He  would  be  assisted  by  a  professor  of  botany 
and  vegetable  physiology,  and  one  of  geoli»gy  and  chemistry,  the  latter  combining 
physical  geograj>hy  and  climatic  science  ;  while  he,  the  manager,  would  also  have  the 
assistance  of  a  hrst-elass  practical  forester,  whose  duties  would  be  to  carry  out  all  the 
practical  operations,  under  the  directions  of  the  manager,  in  dealing  with  the  woods, 
and  at  the  same  time  instruct  and  guide  the  pupils  while  at  tlieir  various  works  in  the 
woods. 

"  To  accommodate  a  staff  of  this  kind,  together  with,  say  fifty  or  sixty  pupils,  a  con- 
venient house  would  require  to  be  provided,  and  as  to  whether  the  pupils  would  be 
resident  in  it  or  not,  would  of  course  depend  on  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances in  connection  with  the  locality  in  which  the  field  was  situated.  At  all 
events,  one-half  of  the  pupils  would  require  to  attend  at  a  given  hour  every  morning, 
to  hear  lectures  and  other  instructions  ou  the  subjects  to  be  taught  by  the  professors, 
while  the  other  half  would  go  out  to  work  in  the  woods.  These  would  return  in  the 
alternoou  to  get  their  coui-se  of  instructions,  while  those  who  were  studying  in  the 
morning  would  go  out  and  take  their  places  in  the  woods  ;  and  in  this  way  the  routine 
of  daily  theoret'eal  and  ]iracticnl  instructions  would  be  carried  on.  Of  coui-se  a  iwrtion 
of  the  wiiste  laud  wouhl  betaken  up  for  plantingevery  year,  in  order  to  have  the  young 
men  traiued  to  the  proper  way  of  doing  it,  as  also  thinning  in  thedilfereut  plantations,  with 
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bork-strippinp,  pruning,  where  necessary,  draining,  &c.  In  short,  all  these  branches 
of  work  \v<iuld  be  undertaken  every  year  on  some  portion  of  the  crops ;  and  as  all  tlio 
works  would  be  performed  by  the  pupils  themselves,  under  the  direction  of  the  forester, 
every  one  would  have  the  full  opportunity  of  gaining  practical  experience,  as  well  as 
theoretical  knowledge,  on  the  various  branches  of  forestry.  And  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  all  the  woods  under  the  mauagemeut  of  the  association  in  the  very  best 
possible  condition,  so  that  their  character  might  become  a  model  for  all  others  to 
imitate.  And,  besides,  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  manager  and  his  professoni  to  visit, 
from  time  to  time,  the  woods  on  other  properties,  and  take  with  them  their  pupils  to 
see  them,  when  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  management  of 
other  woods  with  that  of  those  on  their  home  district ;  and  in  this  way  the  pupih 
would  get  much  useful  information  and  experience,  within  the  shortest  possible  time, 
under  the  guidance  of  their  teachers,  and  thus  render  them  more  intelligent  and  expe- 
rienceil  than  they  would  be  were  their  observations  confined  to  the  woods  on  the  homo 
field  alone.  ••*##*# 

**  In  dealing  with  the  pupils,  the  amount  of  fees  they  would  pay  would,  of  course, 
depend  upon  whether  they  were  lodged  in  the  institution  or  not,  and  had  bed  and 
board  provided  for  them.  I  should  say  that  they  should  be  resident  in  the  institution, 
and  all  receive  like  treatment  as  to  education,  board,  and  lodging.  If  they  were  not 
resident  lodgers,  irregularity  would  be  certaiu  to  ensue,  and  want  of  proper  rule. 
Then,  if  lodged,  £50  a  year  might  be  a  fair  charge  for  each  pupil.  At  all  events,  it 
should  not  exceed  this  sum.  In  accounting  with  the  pupils,  tney  ought  to  have  put 
to  their  credit  and  deducted  from  their  fees  at  the  end  of  each  term,  when  settlement 
is  made,  the  value  of  the  work  they  perform  in  the  woods,  at  a  fixed  rate  per  hour  or 
per  day,  as  may  be  arranged.  This  wonld  make  them  more  industrious  than  they  other- 
wise would  be,  and  make  them  take  good  interest  in  the  works  they  were  engaged  in. 
This  value  of  work  would,  of  course,  be  i*efunded  to  the  association  by  their  account 
against  the  proprietor  of  the  woods  for  the  work  performe<l  in  them  by  their  pupils. 

**In  oixler  that  the  pupils  might  be  properly  instructed  in  all  the  branches  bearing 
on  arboriculture,  and  to  secure  the  professors  and  all  concerned  doing  their  duties,  an 
examination  of  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  should  bo  made  by  the  president  and 
directors  at  the  end  of  every  six  mouths,  and  awards  put  to  the  credit  of  the  most  pro- 
ficient and  deserving.  #«##»# 

*'  As  the  joung  men  become  proficient  in  all  the  branches,  (after  three  years*  resi- 
dence at  the  institution,)  theoretical  and  practical,  of  forestry,  and  leave  the  institu- 
tion, they  should  have  each  his  certificate  or  diploma,  stating  bis  general  acquirements 
and  abilities,  and  whether  he  is  ^r«/,  second,  or  third  class  in  his  profession.  These 
certificates  should,  of  course,  be  given  by  the  president  and  directors,  and  signed  also 
by  the  professors ;  and  they  should  form  a  guarantee  to  landed  proprietors  who  mi^ht 
be  in  want  of  forestei-s  that  the  holders  are  men  of  undoubted  professional  abilities, 
and  worthy  of  being  trusted  with  the  management  of  their  woods."    (Pp.  4Ii-47.) 

The  following  are  some  of  the  recent  standard  German  publications: 

Satn  uud  Planzcn.  Ein  Beitrag  zur  Holzcrzichuug.  Von  Forstdireotor  H.  Bnrck- 
hardt.    Dritte  Auplage,  Han  nover,  1867. 

IMs  Forst  Kultarwesen  nach,  Theorie  und  Erfahrnng.  Von  Joh.  Phil.  Ernst  Ludwig 
Jti^er.     Zweite  Auplage,  Marburg,  1865. 

I>er  tyaldbam  oder  die  Forsi  Productenzucht  Von  Dr.  Carl  Heyer.  Zweite  Auplage. 
Leipzig,  1864. 

Der  iVald  Seine  Vcrfongungy  Pplcge  und  Benutzung  Von  E.  Landost.    Zurich,  1866. 

Besides  the  works  iu  Swedish  already  mentioned,  are  the  following: 

Uandledning  vid  Skogars  Iiidlening  till  ordnurd  hushulluing,  <&c.,  of  J.  A.  of  Zell^n, 
(with  colored  map.)    Stockholm,  1869. 

Vagledning  i  Skogshus  h^llning  med  en  karta  of  Isr  Strom,  Upsala. 

Haudledning  for  Skogs  hush^Uare  i  Finland  of  C.  W.  Gyld^n.    Helsingfors,  1853. 

X.— List  of  some  of  the  more  kapiimjrowing  trees. 

What  is  given  under  this  head  is  compiled  principally  from  the  works  of  Michaux, 
Londou,  and  Brown. 

Black  Italian  poplar  (PopuUts  acladesca.) — Grown  on  strong  loamy  soil,  and  sheltered 
situation,  will  in  twelve  years  attain  a  height  of  40  feet,  with  diameter  of  stem  of  nearly 
a  foot.    In  England  it  has  of  late  years  been  substituted  for  the  cottonwood. 

Ontario  poplar  {Populus  macrophylla.) — Worthy  of  cultivation  as  a  timber  tree,  espe- 
cially on  the  sides  of  streams  with  a  shallow  soil;  easily  distinguished  by  its  large 
heart-shaped  leaves,  some  of  which  measure  10  inches  fnmi  base  to  apex,  and  gummy 
und,  in  the  spring,  balsamic  smelling  buds.  It  has  been  found  to  attain  the  height  of 
50  feet  in  fourteen  years.  Said  to  be  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  Easily  propagated 
by  cuttings. 

The  cottonwood  (Canadian  poplar)  has  in  Europe  attained  the  height  of  .50  feet  ten 
years  after  planted,  and  is  considered  the  best  of  all  poplars  for  planting  when  the  pro- 
duction of  timber  for  profit  is  the  object.  r^^^^T^ 
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The  Lonibardy  poplar  is  easily  distiDgnished  by  its  tall,  narrow  form  ;  thrives  on  toler- 
ably ^ood  soil,  and  attains  largest  size  in  proximity  to  water.  A  tree  near  Brussels  is 
mentioned  which  in  fifteen  years  attained  the  height  of  80  feet,  with  a  trunk  from  7  to 
8  feet  in  circuuiference. 

The  sycamoi'e  (called  also  plane  and  bnttonwood)  flourishes  best  in  a  deep,  loose, 
rich  soil,  in  a  cool,  moist  situation.  When  placed  near  water  its  growth  is  so  rapid  that 
in  ten  years  it  will  attain  the  height  of  40  feet,  and  in  twenty  years  80  feet,  with  a  trunk 
8  feet  in  circumference  at  three  feet  from  the  ground. 

The  elm  grows  rapidly  in  almost  any  soil  or  situation.  Instances  are  given  of  trees 
attaining  the  height  of  50  feet  after  fourteen  years  planted. 

The  mllow  (Saltjc  alba)  will  grow  to  the  height  of  60  feet  to  80  feet  in  twenty  years, 
and  thrives  iu  dry  uplands.  This  is  also  the  most  rapid-growing  native  tree  of 
Sweden. 

The  8ugar-mapUy  in  rich,  strong,  sandy  loam,  has  attained  the  height  of  24  feet  six 
years  after  being  planted. 

ThelQCust  requires  a  sandy  loam,  rich  rather  than  poor,  and  a  situation  at  once  airy 
and  sheltered.  It  is  objectionable  for  hedge-rows  or  as  scattered  groups  on  arable  land, 
on  account  of  its  roots  extending  close  under  the  surface,  and  proving  an  impediment 
to  the  plow,  and  sending  up  suckers.  It  is  a  rapid-growing  tree,  and  esteemed  for  fuel 
and  timber.  Plants  in  ten  j^ears  from  the  seed  attain  a  height  of  from  20  to  30  feet, 
or  even  40  feet.  Propagated  with  facility  by  cuttings  of  the  roots,  but  the  best  mode 
is  by  seed. 

The  European  larch  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  species  on  account  of  its  rapid  pro- 
giess  and  excellent  timber.  It  requires  a  soil  deep  and  porous,  and  is  found  in  its  per- 
fection in  its  native  localities,  the  Alps,  on  a  soil  formed  from  the  natural  decompoeition 
of  rocks.  It  should  be  reared  from  seed  from  it^  native  localities.  In  England  it  at- 
tains the  height  of  20  to  25  feet  in  ten  years  from  the  seed.  In  the  course  of  fifty 
years  it  will  attain  the  height  of  80  feet  or  upward.  At  ten  years  of  age,  on  favorable 
soil  and  site,  it  is  found  to  attain  a  diameter  of  2  inches  8  feet  from  the  ground;  in 
^fteen  years  a  diameter  of  5  inches;  in  twenty  years  9  inches;  in  twenty-five  years 
11  inches.  (On  favorable  soil  and  site  in  Scotland,  at  twenty  years  of  age,*  and  8  feet 
from  the  ground,  the  oak  attains  a  diameter  of  4|  inches,  the  pine  6^  inches,  the  spruce 
7  inches,  the  sycamore  5^  inches.) 

The  Norway  spruce  is  the  loftiest  of  European  trees,  attaining  a  height  in  some 
cases  of  180  feet.  On  old  trees  the  branches  are  gracefully  drooping.  Leaves  are 
dark  green.  It  grows  most  luxuriantly  in  deep  loams  and  low,  somewhat  moist  situa- 
tions, or  on  acclivities  with  a  northeast  aspect  and  a  moist,  sandy  soil.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  nurses  for  other  trees.  In  ten  years  from  the  seed  the  plants  will  attain  the  height 
of  12  to  15  feet,  and  in  fifty  years  the  height  of  90  to  100  feet.  The  wood  is  light,  fine- 
grained, elastic,  and  varies  iu  durability  according  to  the  soil  on  which  it  has  grown. 

C.  C.  ANDREWS. 

Legation  of  the  Uxited  States, 

Stockholm  J  August  5,  1872. 


SWITZERLAND. 

No.  443. 

Mr.  Bublee  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  106.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berncj  September  13,  1872.    (Received  October  11.) 

Sib:  In  response  to  an  invitation  of  the  President  and  federal  coun- 
cil of  Switzerland,  the  members  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  with 
the  exception  of  Sir  Alexander  Cockburn,  and  most  of  the  other  per- 
sons connected  with  the  tribunal,  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of 
Wednesday,  the  11th  instant,  and  were  received,  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  by 
the  President  at  the  federal  palace. 

Yesterday  morning,  accompanied  by  the  President  and  two  other 
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members  of  the  federal  council,  they  proceeded,  by  a  special  train,  to 
luterlaken  and  breakfasted  tliere,  returning  to  Berne  in  the  afternoon. 
A  grand  dinner  was  given  in  tbe  evening  by  the  federal  council  at 
the  Bernerhof,  to  which  the  chiefs  of  the  several  legations  here  and 
some  prominent  Swiss  citizens  were  invited. 

The  only  speeches  made  at  the  dinner  were  by  the  President  of 
Switzerland  and  by  Count  Sclopis,  president  of  the  tribunal  of  arbi- 
tration, in  response  thereto.  I  transmit  herewith  a  translation  of  their 
remarks. 

1  am^  &c., 

HORACE  RUBLEE. 


rXraDslation.J 

Mr.  Welti,  President  of  th«  Swiss  Confederation,  said: 

"The  festival  which  you  honor  by  yonr  presence  is  associated  with  a  work  whose 
importance  corres^ionds*  to  that  of  tiie  incidents  which  gave  rise  to  it.  The  govern- 
ments of  two  great  nations,  animated  by  that  moral  courage  which  resists  the  preju- 
dices and  the  excesses  of  pnblic  opinion,  and  inspired  by  the  noble  idea  of  withdraw- 
ing the  solution  of  serious  ditferences  which  had  arisen  between  them  from  the  blind 
arbitrage  of  force,  have  established  a  precedent  which  marks  an  essential  progress  in 
the  political  relations  of  nations.  This  precedent,  while  it  does  not  do  away  with 
war,  will  diminish  the  occasions  of  war,  and  materially  increase  the  responsibility  of 
those  who  dare  to  undertake  it  without  previously  attempting  a  solution  such  as  has 
just  been  so  fortunately  accomplished  at  Geneva  by  the  tribunal  of  arbitration. 

"  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  state  how  happy  Switzerland  feels  herself,  not 
only  in  being  chosen  as  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  that  tribunal,  but  in  having  been 
honored  with  the  contidence  of  having  one  of  her  citizens  associated  with  the  great 
men  who  constituted  it. 

"  The  circumstance  that  Geneva  should,  for  the  second  time,  be  selected  as  the  cradle 
for  weighty  and  salutary  innovations  in  the  law  of  nations,  tills  us  with  lively  joy  and 
satisfaction.    These  are  innovations  which  the  civilized  world  warmly  welcomes. 

"  The  formation  of  an  international  telegraphic  tulmiuistration,  extending  over  most 
of  the  countries  of  the  earth,  in  conjunction  with  these  occurrences,  cau  hardly  be 
regarded  as  a  mere  accident.  It  will  rather  be  allowed  us  to  conjecture  that  an  inner 
connection  exists  between  these  fact«  and  our  general  political  situation. 

"  It  is  certainly  with  us  a  cherished  idea  to  believe  that  the  existence  of  our  little 
Swiss  republic  is  not  only  a  necessity  for  ourselves,  to  the  development  and  mainte- 
nance of  which  we  will  constantly  dedicate  all  our  strength,  but  that,  still  more,  it 
responds  to  an  actual  need  of  the  general  political  system. 

"  You,  Messrs.  Arbitrators,  have  inspired  me  with  this  idea,  you,  who  by  your  knowl- 
edge and  judicial  discrimination  have  brought  the  pacific  aims  of  the  governments  to 
so  happy  a  conclusion.  Permit  me,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  tribunal  of 
arbitration,  and  all  who  have  taken  part  in  this  great  work,  to  offer  yon  the  heartiest 
congratulations  of  the  federal  council,  and  to  drain  my  glass  to  your  health." 

Count  Sclopis,  president  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  responded  as  follows: 

**Mh.  Prksidknt  and  Members  of  the  Federal  Council:  I  have  more  than  once 
asked  myself  why  the  treaty  of  Washington,  to  which  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  owes 
its  existence,  provided  that  we  should  assemble  in  Switzerland.  I  discovered  directly 
the  reason  :  it  was  designed  to  place  us  amid  the  most  favorable  circumstances  for  the 
performance  of  our  dfity. 

**The  land  of  the  most  assured  and  settled  liberty  was  chosen,  where  order  and 
security  reign,  and  where  the  traditions  of  a  beautiful  past  serve  for  the  foundation  of 
the  present  and  the  guarantee  of  the  future  of  your  republic.  We  were  to  occupy  our- 
selves seriously  with  principles  and  questions  of  international  law,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose, what  better  place  could  have  been  selected  than  here,  where  recently  the  rights 
and  the  duties  of  neutrality  have  been  so  admirably  maintained  and  defended  T  Switz- 
erland, with  one  hand  grasping  the  sword,  held  the  other  open  for  the  alleviation  of 
misfortune,  and  has  deserved  well  of  Europe.  At  a  time  when  the  sentiment  of 
nationality  was  not  yet  so  fully  aroused  as  at  present,  those  soldiers  were  sought  here 
whose  valor  and  fidelity  were  proverbial.  Since  then,  you  have  wisely  resolved  that 
the  blood  of  your  fellow-citizens  shall  only  be  shed  for  the  fatherland— for  that  father- 
land which  has  condense<l  the  principle  of  its  unity,  the  community  of  interests  of  all 
its  children  in  the  device,  *One  for  all,  all  for  one.' 

**In  complying  with  the  invitation  with  which  you  have  honored  us,  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  a  beautiful  part  of  your  country.    Everywhere  we  find  the  evi-^ 
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dences  of  a  generally  diffused  prosperity.  Agriculture,  that  foundation  of  a  people* 
wealth,  niaunfactures,  availing  themselves  of  all  the  advances  in  the  sciences  and  arts* 
nourish  simultaneously  in  Switzerland,  notwithstanding  the  obstacles  which  nature 
seems  to  have  ]>laced  in  their  wa3\  R^iilways  intersect  your  territory,  and  bring  to 
you  my riads  of  strangers,  who  find  here  agreeable  and  salutary  relaxation  and  a  co^ial 
welcome. 

**But  the  hospitality  which  you,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  federal  coancil, 
extend  to  us  to-day,  has  an  especial  character ;  you  desire  to  manifest  to  us,  in  the  most 
striking  manner,  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  our  labors.  You  associate  yourselves 
with  us,  in  the  desire  that  the  eflQcacy  of  our  exertions  may  extend  everywhere  through 
the  power  of  example.  When,  in  the  future,  our  work  is  judged,  when  it  has  borne 
good  fruits,  you  will  find  a  satisfaction  in  saying,  ^This  occurred  in  Switzerland.' 

"Accept,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  federal  council,  the  expression  of  oar 
warm,  respectful,  and  sincere  thanks,  and  permit  me  to  give  as  a  toast,  *  The  prosperity 
of  Switzerland.' " 


No.  444. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Rublee. 

K"0.  92.]  DEPARTiMENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington^  October  10, 1872. 

Sir:  You  are  already  aware  that  the  tribuDal  of  arbitration,  appointed 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  8th  May, 
1871,  concluded  its  deliberations  and  pronounced  its  final  decision  at 
Geneva  on  the  14th  ultimo. 

The  tribunal  was  composed  of  five  members,  two  appointed  by  the 
governments  immediately  interested  in  the  questions  submitted  for  its 
consideration,  and  three  named  respectively  by  the  President  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation,  the  King  of  Italy,  and  the  Emperor  of  Brazil. 

Dispatches  this  day  received  at  this  Department  contain  the  record  of 
the  closing  proceedings  of  the  tribunal  and  its  award.  These  dispatches 
hear  witness  to  the  industry  and  the  high  qualities  with  which  the  arbi- 
trators pursued  the  investigation  which  was  devolved  upon  them. 

The  President  appreciates  most  highly  the  obligation  of  the  United 
States,  in  common  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  friendly  governments 
which  have  rendered  assistance  in  the  determination  of  the  grave  inter- 
nntional  questions  that  were  at  issue.  Tins  obligation  has  been  en- 
hanced by  the  high  character  and  elevated  positions  of  the  eminent 
gentlemen  named  as  arbitrators  by  those  governments.  The  learning, 
the  industry,  the  ability,  and  impartiality  which  these  gentlemen  have 
displayed  have  made  a  profound  impression  upon  the  President,  and 
have  not  only  contributed  in  an  essential  degree  to  the  satisfactory 
conclusion  of  the  pending  questions  in  which  two  governments  were 
interested,  but  must  have  a  powerful  eflFect  in  commending  the  principle 
of  arbitration  to  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world  as  an  effective 
method  of  adjusting  many  international  disputes  hereafter. 

You  are  instructed  to  make  known  to  the  government  of  the  Swiss 
Confederation  this  expression  of  the  appreciation  by  the  President  of  the 
friendly  act  of  the  President  of  that  Confederation  in  naming  one  of 
the  arbitrators,  and  of  the  high  character  and  eminent  services  of  the 
arbitrator  thus  named  by  him. 

To  the  federal  council  of  Switzerland  the  United  States  are  also 
indebted  for  the  hospitality  with  which  the  tribunal  of  arbitration, 
before  which  the  United  States  were  a  party,  has  been  received  within 
the  territory  of  the  republic,  for  many  hospitable  and  liberal  courtesies 
extended  to  the  agents  and  counsel  of  this  Government.    /-^/-.qL 
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To  the  government  of  Geneva  the  President  desires  to  express  bis 
grateful  appreciation  of  their  voluntarily  placing  the  hall  of  the  Hotel 
de  Ville  of  the  city  of  Geneva  at  the  disposition  of  the  tribunal  for  its 
sittings,  and  for  the  courtesy  of  the  authorities  and  of  the  citizens  of 
that  beautiful  city  and  canton,  extended  to  those  who  represented  the 
interests  of  this  Government  in  connection  with  the  tribunal,  and  for 
the  reception  for  i>reservation  among  their  own  archives  of  the  archives 
of  the  tribunal.  The  President  requests  that  the  minister  for  foreign 
afiairs  will  kindly  convey  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Stdmpfli  his  thanks,  and 
will  communicate  to  him  the  opinion  entertiiined  by  the  President  of 
his  character  and  services  as  one  of  the  arbitrators;  and  to  the  federal 
council  and  to  the  government  of  Geneva  the  sentiments  which  are 
above  expressed;  and  to  Mr.  Favrot  his  appreciation  of  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  he  discharged  the  arduous  and  imporUint  duties  of  secre- 
tary to  the  tribunal. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  445. 

Mr.  Rublee  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  109. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bem€j  November  4, 1872. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  1st  instant, 
of  your  dispatch.  No.  92,  of  October  JO,  instructing  me  to  communicate 
to  the  government  of  the  Swiss  Confederation  the  expression  of  the  grate- 
ful appreciation,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  friendly 
act  of  the  President  of  that  confederation  in  naming  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  for  the  settlement  of  the  Alabama 
claims,  and  of  the  high  character  and  eminent  services  of  the  arbitrator 
thus  named,  and  of  the  hospitalities  and  courtesies  extended  to  the 
tribunal  of  arbitration,  and  to-  those  who  represented  the  interests  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  connection  with  it,  by  the 
federal  council  of  Switzerland,  and  by  the  authorities  and  citizens  of 
Geneva. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  called,  to-day,  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  confederation,  who  had  just  returned  from  a  temporary 
absence,  and  communicated  to  him  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  left  with  him  a  note,  a  copy  of  which 
is  transmitted  herewith,  in  which  I  had  embodied  the  substance  of  your 
dispatch. 

1  am,  &c., 

HORACE  RUBLEE. 


Mr,  Ruhle^a  note  to  the  President  of  the  Confederation, 

Legation  of  the  Unfted  States, 

Bernej  Noi'eml)€r  1, 1872. 
The  tribunal  of  arbitration,  appointed  agreeably  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Washincton,  of  the  8th  of  May,  1871,  having  concluded  it«  deliberations  and  pro- 
nounced its  final  decision,  at  Geneva,  on  the  14th  September  last,  the  undersigned, 
minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  Switzerland,  has  been  instructed 
by  his  Government  to  make  known  to  the  government  of  Switzerland  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  most  highly  appreciates  the  obligation  of  the  United  States, 
in  common  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  friendly  governments  which  have  rendered 
assistance  in  the  determination  of  the  grave  international  questions  that  were  at  issue. 
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This  obligation  has  been  enhanced  by  the  high  character  and  elevated  positions  of 
the  eminent  gentlemen  named  as  arbitrators  by  these  governments.  The  learning,  the 
industry,  the  ability,  and  the  impartiality  which  those  gentlemen  have  displayed  liave 
made  a  profound  impression  upon  the  President,  and  have  not  only  contributed,  in  an 
essential  degree,  to  the  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  pending  questions  in  which  two 
governments  were  interested,  but  must  have  a  powerful  effect  in  commending  the  prin- 
ciple of  arbitration  to  the  attention  of  the  civilized  world  as  an  effective  method  of 
adjusting  many  international  disputes  hereafter. 

In  addition  to  the  expression  of  his  appreciation  of  the  friendly  act  of  the  President 
of  SwitsSerland  in  naming  one  of  the  arbitrators,  and  of  the  high  character  and  eminent 
services  of  the  arbitnitor  thus  named,  the  President  of  the  United  States  desires  to 
acknowledge  the  indebtedness  of  the  United  Stat4)s  to  the  federal  council  for  the  hos- 
pitality with  which  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  before  which  the  United  States  were 
a  party,  was  received  within  the  territory  of  the  republic,  and  for  many  hospitalities 
and  liberal  courtesies  extended  to  the  agents  and  counsel  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  government  of  Geneva  the  President  of  the  United  States  desires  also  to  ex- 
press hisgrateful  appreciation  of  their  voluntarily  placing  the  hall  of  the  Hotel  de  Yille 
of  the  city  of  Geneva  at  the  disposition  of  the  tribunal  for  its  sittings,  and  for  the 
conrtesies  of  the  authorities  and  of  the  citizens  of  that  beautiful  city  and  canton, 
extended  to  those  who  represented  the  interests  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  connection  with  the  tribunal ;  and  for  the  reception,  for  preservation,  among 
their  own  archWes,  of  the  archives  of  the  tribunal. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  requests  that  the  President  of  Switzerland  will 
kindly  convey  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  St^inpfli  his  thanks,  and  will  communicate  to  him  the 
high  opinion  entertained  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  his  character  and 
services  as  one  of  the  arbitrators,  and  to  the  federal  council  and  to  the  government  of 
Geneva,  the  sentiments  which  are  above  expressed ;  and  to  Mr.  Favrot  his  apprecia- 
titm  of  the  able  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  secretary  to  the 
tribunaL 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  high  federal  council  the  expression  of  his  highest  consideration. 

HORACE  RUBLEE. 

His  Excellency  tlie  Honorable  D.  Emil  Welti, 

President  of  the  SwUt  Coi\federation,  Berne, 


TURKEY. 

Ko.  44G. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Morris. 

[Cable  telegram.] 

June  4, 1870. 
MoBBis,  Minister^  Constantinople : 

It  is  reported  by  telegraph  that  extensive  murders  of  Jews  have  taken 
place  in  Roumauia.  Ascertain  facts,  and.  if  true,  unofficially  urge  on 
Turkish  government  to  put  a  stop  to  bloodshed.    Answer  by  cable. 

FISH. 


No.  447. 

Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.] 

No.  363.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  Amebica, 

Constantinopl€y  June  8, 1870.    (Received  June  28.) 
Sir:  »»»#»#» 

On  the  7th  instant  I  received  the  following  telegram,  which  I  deci- 
phered to  read  thus :  r^r^r\n]i 

Jigitized  by  VjOO^  It 
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Morris,  Americtm  Minister ^  Constantinople : 

It  is  reported  by  telegraph  that  extensive  mnrders  of  Jews  have  taken  place  in 
Boumania.  Ascertain  lact«,  and^  if  true,  unofficially  arge  Turkish  government  to 
put  a  stop  to  bloodshed.    Answer  by  cable. 

FISH,  Secretary. 

To  this  telegram  I  gave  the  following  answer  in  cipher : 

Secretary  Fish,  Washington : 
Porte  cannot  act.    Will  address  Roumanian  authority,    Great  exaggeration. 

MORRIS. 

With  reference  to  the  latter  telegram,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
Boumania  having  exclusive  legislative  authority  in  the  local  affairs  of 
that  province,  the  Porte  cannot  interfere  with  the  same.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  me,  therefore,  to  confer  with  the  secretary  of  the  Rouma- 
nian political  agency  on  this  subject.  Prince  Stourilza,  the  agent,  is 
absent  on  leave.  From  what  1  can  learn,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
telegraph  has  greatly  exaggerated  the  occurrences  in  Eonmania,  although 
deplorable  acts  of  violence  have  been  perpetrated.  The  constant  influx 
of  Jews  into  Roumania  from  Austria  afid  Russia,  competing  as  they  do 
with  the  native  population  in  industrial  pursuits,  gives  rise  to  much 
popular  exasperation.  It  is  complained  that  they  increase  the  difficul- 
ties of  living,  as  the  demand  for  labor  and  the  field  of  industry  is  com- 
paratively limited,  thus  rendering  the  poor  poorer.  As  this  class  of 
Jews  find  it  difficult  to  gain  an  existence  in  Austria,  they  resort  to  Rou- 
mania  in  pursuit  of  employment.  Many,  for  various  reasons  expelled 
from  Russia,  also  repair  to  Roumania,  the  nearest  country,  where  they 
hope  to  find  a  home. 

The  so-called  persecution  of  the  Jews  in  Roumania  is  not  a  religious 
question ;  it  is  one  of  labor.  The  Roumanian  government  finds  it  a  difficult 
task  to  so  acton  this  question  as  to  preserve  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
at  the  same  time  satisfy  outside  public  opinion.  The  Roumanian  people 
call  upon  their  government  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  country 
being  overrun  by  Jews,  and  the  authorities  fear  to  take  the  required 
action,  through  fear  of  oft'ending  the  tolerant  spirit  of  Europe.  Owing 
to  this  state  of  things,  the  country  is  kept  in  a  constant  state  of  agita- 
tion, which,  prejudicial  as  it  is  to  the  interests  of  the  province,  serves 
the  aims  of  those  who  desire  to  render  stable  government  impossible  in 
Roumania,  and  thus  to  facilitate  its  absorption  by  neighlK)riug  powerful 
states.  I  fear  there  is  much  political  intrigue  connected  witli  the  quasi 
forced  emigration  of  Jews  into  Roumania.  I  have  heretofore  discussed 
this  matter  with  the  Roumanian  political  agent  at  this  capital,  and  I  am 
satisfied  the  Roumanian  government  condemns  the  outrages  committed 
on  the  Jews,  and  endeavors  to  prevent  them,  but  its  efforts  are  counter- 
acted by  local  interests  and  public  opinion.  I  shall  represent  to  the 
acting  agent  the  views  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  I 
hope  they  will  have  a  tendency  to  check  the  inhuman  brutalities  com- 
plained of.  No  effort  will  be  spared  on  my  part  to  second  the  humane 
interposition  of  the  President. 
I  am,  &c.. 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.  448. 

Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  364.]       Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Constantinople^  Jmve  9, 1870.  (Received  June  28.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  inclosed  a  letter  from  the  scene  of 
the  late  acts  of  outrage  against  the  Jews  in  Roumania,  which  I  find  in 
the  Freil  Presse  of  Vienna  of  June  3  last.  This  journal  is  well  informed 
on  Roumanian  aflfairs,  and  is  the  more  reliable  on  Jewish  matters,  as 
its  editors  are  for  the  most  part  Jews.  The  letf^er  inclosed  reduces  the 
gravity  of  the  affair  materially,  and  though  it  is  regrettable  as  a  manifes- 
tation of  popular  prejudice,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  attended  by 
loss  of  life,  as  reported  at  first.  The  Freil  Presse  was  the  journal  which 
published  the  original  telegram,  and  which  stated  that  a  general  slaugh- 
ter of  Jews  had  taken  place  at  Bottuschan.  The  statement  included 
may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  a  rectification  of  the  telegram  since  these 
lamentable  occurrences.  I  am  informed  that  a  strong  military  force  has 
been  sent  to  Bottuschan,  and  that  the  Roumanian  government  will  take 
all  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  same.  I  shall,  in 
obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  President,  exert  whatever  influence 
I  can  with  the  proper  authority  to  put  an  end  to  such  brutal  and  unciv- 
ilized proceedings. 


I  am,  &c., 


E.  JOT  MORRIS. 


[iDoIoeiire.] 


Bottuschan,  o\\  Botuschang,  Roumania,  May  30. 
(Original  correspondence.) 
Persecutions  of  the  Jews  at  this  place.— For  a  long  time  hatred  of  the  Jews, 
among  the  non-Jewish  population  of  this  place,  has  been  rife,  and  symptoms  of  an 
approaching  storm  have  been  here  and  there  observable.  The  "gentlemen  students" 
especially  hope  to  win  lanrels  by  indiscriminately  maltreating  every  person  of  Jewish 
race.  On  Saturday,  May  28,  these  "  gentlemen  "  assembled,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  low 
mob,  commenced  the  **  Jew  hunt ''  by  attacking  and  insulting  some  unoffending  prom- 
enailers.  They  next  rushed,  like  a  pack  of  hounds  let  loose,  with  loud  shouts,  into 
those  streets  where  most.of  the  Jews  re8ide,and  rioted  fearfully.  Not  a  window  remained 
unbroken.  They  broke  into  many  dwellings,  and  maltreated  everybody  that  came  in 
their  way.  A  scene  bordering  on  barbarism,  of  which  the  writer  of  these  lines  was 
a  witness,  occurred  in  a  small  house,  occupied  by  Mr.  St.,  (a  gentleman  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuit^,)  with  his  large  family.  He  was  sitting  quietly  and  peaceably,  when 
a  furious  crowd  broke  his  window-shutters  and  demolished  his  window-panes.    The 

Eoor  man  begged  them  to  spare  him,  as  he  was  the  father  of  five  small  children,  and  as 
is  aged  parents  were  living  with  him.     His  prayers  were  vain. 

With  derisive  laughter  and  curses,  the  crowd  shouted,  "Jew,  come  out  here;  we  want  to 
drag  you  through  the  streets  by  the  beard !  "  The  door  was  then  forced  with  an  ax, 
and  the  monsters  rushed  into'  the  room,  beating  St.  and  likewise  his  wife  (who  was 
confined  at  the  time)  in  such  a  manner  that  her  recovery  is  almost  despaired  of;  nor 
did  they  spare  the  grandfather,  an  old  mau  of  seventy  years,  nor  his  aged  wife,  who 
was  lying  sick  in  be<l.  And  where  was  the  police  ?  At  a  safe  distance,  probably  think- 
ing, "  Fire  that  don't  burn  me  I  don't  put  out ! "  Many  persons  even  assert  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  police  were  in  league  with  the  rioters. 

In  another  street,  from  fifty  to  sixty  resolute  Jews  hiwi  assembled,  waiting  for  the 
moment  when  they  shfmld  be  attacked,  intending  to  defend  themselves  and  their 
families.  Several  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  "  better  class,*'  whom  I  will  not  name,  as 
they  are  very  well  known  here  as  instigators  of  the  riot,  addressed  the  little  band  as 
follows:  "  What,  are  you  vagabonds  going  to  defend  yourselves  ?  Are  you  in  your  own 
country?"  A  whistle  was  given  by  these  worthies  as  a  signal,  and  thereupon  this 
band  of  courageous  men  was  surrounded  by  upward  of  one  hundred  students  and 
street  boys.   Yet  no  fight  resulted  j  very  probably  because  it  is  easier  to  deal  with  single 

o 
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persons.  Scarcely  had  the  stndeuts  departed  when  these  men,  anticipating]^  no  evil, 
retired  t-o  their  dwellings.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  later  the  same  maneuver  was  per- 
formed here  as  in  the  other  streets. 

In  the  course  of  these  proceedings,  the  temple  of  Mr.  M.  Pollitzer  received  very  hard 
treatment,  and  a  small  house  of  prayer  was  almost  demolished.  Not  even  was  the 
synagogue  spared.  A  heavy  rain,  which  fell  ahout  12^  o'clock  in  the  night,  accom- 
panied with  wind,  put  a  stop  to  the  mischief. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  the  ball  was  re-opened,  and  it  was  with  great  diflft- 
culty  that  order  was  restored  at  7  o'clock  p.  m. 

Many  Jews  were  severely  wonnded,  and  it  is  stated  that  sonw  even  fell  victims  to 
the  rage  of  the  mob.  Old  men,  women,  and  children  were  abused  without  mercy  in 
the  streets,  and  trampled  upon ;  some  were  even  stoned.  The  loss  in  stolen  property  is 
not  so  great  as  was  at  first  supposed ;  still,  robberies  tvere  committed.  Mr.  F.,  a  watch- 
maker, had  his  show-window  broken  open,  and  several  valuable  watches  stolen,  and 
many  articles  destroyed.  In  the  public-houses  the  spirituous  liquors  were  poured  out 
into  the  streets. 

Quiet  is  now  tolerably  well  restored,  but  trade  is  at  a  complete  stand-still,  since  all 
IsraeMtish  stores  are  closed,  and  will -remain  so  until  a  re-enforoement  of  police  comes 
from  Jassy. 

[Note  by  the  Editor.— Bottuschan  is  au  important  town  in  Moldavia,  not  far  from 
the  Austrian  frontier.  It  has  from  20,000  to  25,000  inhabitants,  and  its  markets  are 
more  frequented  than  any  others  in  the  c6untry.] 


No.  449. 

Mr,  Morris  to  Mr.  Fish, 

United  States  Legation, 
Constantinople^  June  24^  1870. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  perusal  of  the  inclosed,  relative  to  the 
alleged  massacre  of  Jews  in  Eoumania. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  JOY  MORRIS- 


[Inclosnre.— Translatioii.) 
ROUMANIA. 

Telegrams  from  Bucharest  inform  us  that  the  frightful  maseacre  of  Israelites  at 
Botochani  is  reduced  to  a  mere  students'  frolic,  in  which  a  fevr  window-panes  were 
broken  ;  that  no  incident  whatever  of  any  importance  occurred  ;  that  the  local  Jewish 
committee  has  spontaneously  thanked  the  central  government  for  its  vigilant  attitude^ 
and  for  the  measures  t-aken  to  suppress  this  movement  in  its  iucipiency. 

If  the  Botochani  affair  has  been  reduced  to  insignificant  proportions,  let  us  congrat- 
ulate the  Israelites,  let  us  congratulate  the  people  of  Boumauia,  but  let  us  most  heartily 
blame  the  Universal  Israelitic  Alliance. 

By  what  right  does  this  association  take  upon  itself  to  alarm  Europe  by  false  reports  T 
Does  it  not  preccive  that,  by  not  submitting  the  infonnation  received  by  it  to  a  careful 
examination,  it  does  as  much  harm  to  the  interests  which  it  pretends  to  defend  as  to  its 
own  character  for  reliability  ?  The  Jews  of  Koumania  were  already  sn tile i en tly  unin- 
teresting. The  Universal  Israelitic  Alliance  is  going  to  make  them  ridiculous.  What 
will  they  gain  by  it  T 

FRANCE. 


(iDclosnre.] 


A  letter  from  Bucharest,  in  the  Varterlands,  of  Vienna,  8ay»: 

"The  excesses  which  recently  occurred  at  Botouchany  have  given  the  press,  part: cu- 
larly  the  Israelite  Alliance,  an  opportunity  for  displaying  a  declamatory  eloquence  as 
to  the  cruel  treatment  which  the  Jews  undergo  in  Ronmania,  and  the  barbarity  tnd 
ill-will  of  the  government.    As  these  pi'ints  do  not,  however,  meutiou  the  moti\e8 
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which  led  to  the  attack  at  Botouchany,  permit  me  to  fill  up  the  blank,  and  to  inform 
yon,  though  somewhat  late  in  the  day,  of  how  things  began.  A  band  of  dishonest 
.Jews,  who  had  come  from  Soutza  to  that  place,  made  some  purchases  from  Wallachian 
peasants,  in  a  tavern  near  the  market-place.  The  price  of  the  goods  was  paid  by  the 
buyers  in  Roumanian,  Austrian,  and  Russian  money.  One  of  the  peasants  who  had 
sold  several  sacks  of  corn,  finding  among  the  thalers  which  he  had  received  a  piece 
which  he  considered  suspicious,  begged  the  purchaser  to  change  it  for  another.  This 
request,  though  made  very  quietly,  nevertheless  raised  a  tern  tic  uproar  among  the 
Israelites,  who  began  to  cry  out,  pretending  that  the  bargain  had  been  concluded,  and 
that  the  piece  of  money  was  good,  and,  while  creating  a  great  noise  and  agitation,  they 
endeavored  to  leave  the  taveru  and  get  away.  This  the  other  party  opposml,  and  the 
iuot«  so  that,  during  the  tumult,  the  purse  of  one  of  them  had  been  abstracted.  This 
not  having  been  found,  and  the  bad  coin  not  having  been  exchanged,  a  squabble 
resulted  between  the  two  parties,  in  which  the  Jews,  being  in  greater  force,  came  off 
best ;  but,  on  the  peasants  being  re-enforced,  the  fight  assumed  larger  proportions,  and 
was  transferred  to  the  street;  tnen  stones  were  thrown  on  the  Wallachians  from  the 
top  windows  of  houses  exclusively  inhabited  by  Jews.  This  exasperated  several  Rou- 
manians who  had  hitherto  remained  simply  spectators,  and  they  joined  in  the  conflict, 
which  extruded  all  over  the  Jews*  quarter  and  ended  to  their  disadvantage.  But  it  is 
entirely  false  that  there  was  any  of  them  killed.'' 


^o.  450. 

Mr,  Morris  to  Mr.  Fish. 

United  States  Legation, 
Constantinople^  July  6, 1870.  (Received  July  25.) 
Sib:  Inclosed  I  transmit  some  statistical  statements  respecting  the 
Jews  in  Boumauia.  They  will  serve  to  give  a  correct  view  of  the  real 
state  of  affairs  in  that  principality ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest  the  expediency  of  the  publication  in  English  of  the  inclosed 
article. 

I  am,  &c., 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 


[Indosare. — Translation.] 
THE  JEWS  IN  ROUMANIA. 

The  pretended  persecution  of  the  Jews  in  Rouroania  is  a  favorite  theme  which  the 
eneiuie>.s  of  the  Roumanian  government  never  grow  weary  of  taking  up.  We  have 
alrciuly  had  occasion  to  give  some  extracts  from  the  Moniteur  de  Bukarest,  which 
establish  the  truth  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  place  in  their  true  light  the  exagger- 
ations and  the  fables  which  are  too  often  circulated  by  the  Austrian  and  French  press. 
We  borrow  some  facts  and  figures  to-day  from  certain  letters  signed  by  a  gentleman 
honorably  known  in  Roumauia,  (Heliade  Raduleso,)  which  seem  to  us  to  be  the  best 
reply  to  the  extravagant  statements  of  the  Israelltlc  Alliance,  at  Paris. 

In  1849,  the  Jews  in  Roumania  were  but  60,000  in  number,  and  if  It  is  considered  that 
they  now  number  more  than  400,000,  how  is  it  possible  to  believe  that  Roumania  is  the 
only  country  in  the  world  w*here  thn  Jewish  race  is  persecuted  f 

In  France,  among  38,067,099  inhabitants^  there  are  but  158,994  Jews;  in  England 
only  40,000,  in  a  popnlation  of  29,070,932. 

In  presence  of  such  figures,  how  is  it  possible  to  explain  the  constant  increase  in  the 
Jewish  population  of  our  little  country,  where  they  are  in  the  frightful  proportion,  ais 
.shown  by  statistics,  of  400,000  to  4,600,000  Roumanians.  If  they  have  come,  if  they  re- 
main among  us,  it  is  because  they  are  permitted  to  enjoy  all  religious  privileges,  and 
are  happier  in  Roumauia  then  elsewhere,  for  it  is  well  known  that  Jews  do  not  settle 
ina  country  where  they  have  not  these  advantages.  It  is  not  against  a  reaction  that 
they  new  protest,  since  the  laws  which  bear  heavily  upon  them  date  from  the  time 
wliHU  they  were  leiwt  numerous,  in  the  reign  of  Stirbei  and  Sturdza. 

When,  in  1848,  Roumania  shook  off  the  oppresive  protectorate  of  Russia,  and  adopted 
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a  constitntion  for  herself,  she  granted  all  political  rights  to  the  Jews  in  article  21.  The 
occupation  by  Russia  changed  our  constitution,  and  prevented  the  Jews  from  enjoying 
these  rights  long.  But  since  instruction  became  gratuitous,  Jews  and  all  foreij^ners 
have  been  received  at  the  schools,  and  have  enjoyed  the  same  benefits  as  Roumanians. 
When  they  have  been  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  these  advantages,  they  have  been 
treated  with  the  same  consideration  as  the  Roumanians,  and  have  found  devoted  friends 
among  the  latter. 

The  Jews  eiyoy  cUl  UhertieSf  purchase  property  in  the  towns,  and  hold  publye  offices. 
Several  of  them  have  been  professors;  one.  Dr.  Bnrache,  was  a  professor  at  the  lyceum 
of  St.  Serven,  at  the  military  school,  and  at  the  school  of  agriculture  and  medicine.  At 
his  death  almost  all  the  inhabitants  of  Bucharest  attended  his  funeral,  and  a  priest  of 
our  religion  preached  bis  funeral  sermon.  The  widow  of  this  excellent  man  still  re- 
ceives a  pension  from  the  Roumanian  government.  Is  a  religion  persecuted  whose  ad- 
herents are  treated  with  such  consideration  f 

The  Roumanian  government  has  several  times  sent  yonng  Jews  to  Paris  to  finish  their 
studies  at  its  expense. 

Article  21  of  the  new  constitution  guarantees  liberty  of  conscience  to  all. 

Finally,  400,000  Jews  own  176  synagogues  in  Roumanla;  45,152  Catholics  have  63 
churches;  28,903  Protestants  have  12 houses  of  worship;  8,178  Armenians,  (Gregoriana,) 
11  churches,  &c. 

For  a  religious  persecution  to  exist,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  Jews  should  not 
be  permitted  to  own  synagogues  or  to  enjoy  religious  freedom  ;  it  would  be  necessary 
that  the  rigorous  measures  adopted  against  malefactors  should  be  extended  to  the  honest 
and  fervent  portion  of  this  Jewish  population. 


No.  451. 

Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  370.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Constantinople^  July  15,  1870.  (Received  August  3.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed,  a  letter  from  Prince  Stir- 
by,  the  political  agent  of  Roumania  at  the  Porte,  on  the  alleged  persecu- 
tion of  the  Jews  in  that  principality.  It  is  addressed  to  me  for  my  own 
information.  Its  contents,  and  the  official  position  of  its  author,  how- 
ever, seem  to  require  that  I  should  lay  it  before  the  Department,  and 
the  more  so,  as  the  question  of  which  it  treats  has  been  the  subject  of 
discussion  in  Congress. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 


Prince  Stirhy  to  Mr,  Marrh. 
riDclosnre.— Translation.J 

Mr.  M1NI8TRR :  Hart  it  not  heen  for  my  hasty  departure  for  Bucharest,  I  should  have 
wished  to  call  on  you,  aud  to  teU  you  with  what  saduess  aud  surprise  I  have  learned 
the  vote  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  so-called  persecution  a>2^ainst  the  Jews 
in  Roumania;  hut  I  think  that  I  may  assure  you  that  the  good  faith  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, taken  unaware  for  one  moment,  will  soon  he  sufficiently  enlightened. 

You  are  in  a  hotter  position,  Mr.  Minister,  than  any  one  else,  to  know  to  what  the 
pretended  question  of  the  Jews  is  reduced.  If  it  has  for  a  moment  takt^n  proportions, 
it  is  in  consequence  of  interested  passions,  that  found  pleasure  in  giving  it  color  that 
it  had  not;  he  it  to  excite  a  country  full  of  vigor,  and  which  desires  to  conduct  its 
business  withont  being  trouhled  by  any  one,  be  it  to  force  upon  Roumania  individuals 
without  faith,  who,  driven  from  the  little  encouraging  hospitality  of  its  neighbors, 
arrive  by  thousands  to  its  frontiers. 

The  Jewish  Association  has  played  a  singular  part,  not  to  say  a  melancholy  part,  in 
this  whole  matter.  Has  it  wished  to  seek  again  popularity  with  the  people  of  their 
own  creedt  Has  it  wished  to  be  talked  of  in  the  world  f  What  I  know  i»,  that  it  was 
pleased  to  change  facts,  with  an  audacity  and  enmity  which  certainly  would  not  have 
Tendered  the  Jews  sympathy  in  Roumania  if  the  laws  had  not  protected  them. 

If  there  is,  indeed,  a  tolerant  country  in  the  world  it  is  certainly  Roumania.    All  re^ 
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ligions  are  admitted  there,  and  each  may  celehrate,  follow,  and  preach  Hs  creed.  Po- 
lygamy alone  is  excluded,  because  our  social  state  does  not  admit  it.  Since  centuries 
Jews  were  permitted  to  live  in  Roumauia  without  being  molested,  neither  in  their 
creed  nor  in  the  enjoyment  of  civil  rights.  How  many  nations  are  there  not  who 
had  to  imitate)  the  toleration  of  my  country!  Therefore,  if  the  Israelite  Association 
desire,  by  its  propaganda,  to  make  believe  in  persecutions  in  Roumania,  it  counts,  in- 
deed, too  much  upon  the  influence  which  its  riches  and  its  powerful  ramifications  give 
it.  Its  game  is  unmasked  now  in  Europe;  it  tries  to  transport  it  to  the  United  Stat-es. 
It  has  counted  on  the  distance,  and  alsoou  the  generous  feelings  of  the  American  people, 
to  inflame  public  opinion. 

I  doubt  not,  Mr.  Minister,  that  you  will  assist  us  to  spread  the  truth  and  to  set  forth 
the  facts  such  as  they  are.  The  question  has,  indeed,  been  distorted  with  an  ingenious 
perfidy.  There  is  no  persecution  and  there  never  has  been  any  in  Roumania. 
The  Jews  who  are  established  there  may  exercise  their  creed  in  full  security,  and  ren- 
der homage  to  it^  hospitable  laws.  As  a  proof,  Mr.  Minister,  a  rich  banker  in  Buchar- 
est has  six  months  ago  made  a  donation  to  the  government  of  a  considerable  amount 
of  money,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  every  year  to  Paris  several  young  people,  to  finish 
there  their  studies.  Roumania  opens  its  gates  to  all  strangers,  without  distinction, 
who  respect  its  laws  and  behave  honorably.  But  as  to  open  its  gat^s  to  an  invasion  of 
individuals,  who,  repulsed  from  abroad,  come  without  any  means  of  existence,  only  to 
carry  on  a  trade  of  which  morality  disapproves,  but  which  cannot  easily  be  reached 
by  law,  only  to  serve  as  spies  to  foreign  countrias,  Roumania  can  never  yield  to  that 
In  sowing  such  germs  in  a  young  country  like  ours,  can  it  hope  to  form  citizens? 

Deign  to  accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  profound  respect. 

D.  STIRBY. 


No.  452. 

Mr,  Brotcn  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  15.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  August  12,  1871.  (Received  September  4.) 
Sir:  As  the  legation  is  frequently  called  upon  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  aid  them  in  matters  relating  to  lands  purchased  by 
them  and  houses  constructed  on  the  same  in  this  empire,  and  as  the 
Department  has,  I  believe,  the  subject  of  a  new  treaty  with  the  Porte 
under  consideration,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  for  its  information  a  copy  of 
the  law  of  the  Sultan,  allowing  foreigners  to  possess  real  estate  in  his 
dominions  under  certain  conditions,  and  the  protocol  respecting  it, 
signed  by  the  most  of  the  foreign  representatives  here.  I  have  comprised 
in  one  document  all  that  refers  to  the  subject,  in  the  belief  that  there  is 
now  no  necessity  for  separating  them,  as  was  done  in  the  originals,  and 
add  an  English  version  to  a  French  one.  Some  portions  of  the  protocol 
in  question  probably  need  an  explanation ;  and  I  therefore  have  the 
honor  to  state  that,  although  there  are  several  difterent  tenures  of  land 
in  this  empire,  the  two  principal  ones  are  denominated  mulk  and  rakuf; 
the.  former  free  tenure,  and  the  latter  conditional  tenure,  to  wit,  subject 
to  the  conditions  imposed  on  them  by  the  donators  of  the  property  for 
the  support  of  religious  or  other  institutions,  such  as  mosques,  schools, 
fountains,  &c.  Those  lands  which  are  held  as  mulk  may  be  bought  and 
sold,  mortgaged,  given  away,  o;;  left  to  all  heirs,  {natives^)  without  any 
legal  obstacle  whatever;  while  those  which  are  vakuf  are  subject  to 
various  conditions  and  difficulties.  These  are  often  very  restrictive  and 
curious,  and  the  purchaser  should  be  careful  to  make  himself  well  ac- 
quainted with  them  before  becoming  their  owner.  The  donator,  for 
example,  gives  his  property  to  a  mosque,  subject  to  the  conditions  of 
being  allowed  to  hold  it  on  the  payment  of  a  small  annual  tax  to  its 
administration,  and  of  leaving  it  at  his  decease  to  his  children,  but  not 
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to  brothers  and  sisters.  Whenever  the  former  do  not  exist,  the  land, 
with  whatever  improvements  he  may  have  built  upon  it,  reverts  to  the 
mosque. 

For  this  reason  vakuf  property  can  never  be  alienated  from  the 
mosque.  The  holder  may  sell  it  subject  to  all  the  conditions  of  the 
original  donator :  but  it  cannot  be  mortgaged,  nor  can  it  be  seized  upon 
for  the  payment  of  debt.  More  than  one-half  of  the  city  property,  as 
well  as  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  in  tho  provinces,  are  held  by  this 
tenure. 

The  government  has  made  various  efforts  to  place  vakuf  property  on 
the  footing  of  mulk^  but  as  yet  the  opposition  of  the  clergy  has  been 
sufficiently  powerful  to  prevent  it ;  an  exception  is  therefore  alluded  to 
in  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the  law,  in  favor  of  vdkuf  property. 
The  exception  made  to  the  province  of  Hedjos  is  on  account  of  its  con- 
taining the  two  holy  cities  of  Mek-keh  and  Mediuch. 

The  law  places  all  foreigners  upon  the  footing  of  Ottoman  subjects, 
and  refuses  them  all  rights  to  appeal  to  their  legations  and  con- 
sulates for  support  in  any  suits  connected  with  their  innumerable 
properties. 

The  protocol  declares  their  domiciles  inviolate,  and  provides  for  the 
arrest  of  criminals  in  their  houses  in  provincial  places.  The  insecurity 
of  remote  parts  of  the  empire  prevents  foreigners  from  settling  there ; 
so  that,  whatever  the  advantages  be  from  this  law,  they  are  enjoyed  only 
by  residents  in  the  larger  cities  and  towns  of  the  empire. 

At  the  present  time  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  compelled  to 
purchase  and  hold  real  estate  in  the  names  of  Ottoman  subjects,  or  other 
foreigners  whose  governments  have  accepted  the  conditions  of  the  law, 
and  signed  the  protocol;  but  the  Islam  tribunals  only  recognize  as 
owners  those  whose  names  figure  in  the  hodjetSj  or  deeds.  If  an  Ottoman 
subject  gives  to  the  citizen  a  formal  declaration,  stating  that  he  holds 
the  property  in  his  name,  as  a  mere  formality,  the  executive  officers  of 
the  government  are  disposed  in  most  cases  to  recognize  it  as  binding 
between  the  parties  5  but  the  Islam  tribunals  will  not  do  so  .without  an 
order  from  the  Grand  Vizier.  The  result  is,  that  this  and  some  other 
acts  are  abusive  tennises,  surrounded  with  many  dangers  and  difficulties, 
to  obviate  which  the  government  consented  to  create  a  special  law  in 
favor  of  foreigners. 

There  are,  at  the  present  time,  many  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
various  parts  of  Turke^r  holding  property  in  the  manner  of  Ottoman 
subjects,  and  others  have  had  their  heirs  registered  as  such  in  the  native 
Protestant  community,  so  as  to  place  their  property  on  them.  This  is 
certainly  a  very  dangerous  form  of  tenure,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  those  of  Turkey,  and  calculated  to  produce  serious 
trouble  hereafter  to  the  legation. 

The  Porte  is  always  disposed  to  be  kind  and  just  in  such  cases,  but  it 
cannot  break  the  laws  of  the  empire  with  regard  to  real  estate,  especially 
those  giving  inheritances,  all  intimately  connected  with  the  religious 
prescriptions  of  the  Koran. 

I  do  not  believe  that  this  government  would  yet  be  willing  to  com- 
prise this  law  in  a  general  treaty  with  the  United  States;  and  there- 
fore I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  protocol  or  convention  be 
accepted  in  its  present  form.  I  see  no  disadvantages  from  such  a  con- 
vention, inasmuch  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  or  may  not  avail 
themselves  of  it,  as  they  deem  best,  though  I  fully  believe  that  they  all 
will  be  happy  to  be  able  to  pass  it  by ;  and  it  will  place  therain  a  posi- 
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tion  of  independence  of  their  present  necessity  of  holding  property  in 
the  names  of  natives  often  of  doubtful  honesty. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  Porte  expects  any  reciprocity  of  this  law  in 
favor  of  its  subjects  in  the  United  States,  for  its  entire  object  is  to  bene- 
lit  its  own  dominions. 

I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Department  for  venturing  to  address  it 
upon  such  a  subject,  and  offer  as  an  excuse  its  growing  importance  to 
the  interests  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  this  country. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


[A— Xo.  15,  of  Aagust  12, 1871.] 

LAW  CEDING  TO  FOREIGNERS  THE    RIGHT    OF  POSSESSING   PROPERTY 
(REAL  ESTATE)  IN  THE  OTTOMAN  EMPIRE. 

In  the  view  of  developing  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  put  an  end  to  the  difficul- 
ties, ahuses,  and  unsettleduess  produced  on  the  subject  of  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
holding  property  bjr  foreigners  in  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  to  complete^  by  the  means 
of  a  precise  regulation,  the  guarantees  due  to  the  nnancial  interests  and  the  adminis- 
trative action  of  the  government,  the  following  legislative  arrangements  have  been 
adopted  by  the  orders  of  His  Imperial  Migesty,  the  Sultan : 

Ajh'icle  1.  Foreigners  are  aUowed,  on  the  same  footing  of  Ottoman  subjects  and 
without  any  other  conditions,  to  enjoy  the  right  of  possessing  immovable  property  in 
the  cities  and  rural  parts  of  the  whole  of  the  empire,  excepting  the  province  of  Hecija^ 
by  submitting  to  the  laws  and  regulations  which  jj^vem  Ottoman  subjects,  as  hereafter 
stated.  This  arrangement  does  not  extend  to  native  Ottoman  subjects  who  may  have 
changed  their  nationality,  and  who  wiU  be  governed  in  this  Daatter  by  a  8X>ecial  law. 

Article  2.  Foreigners  owning  city  and  rural  property  are,  consequently,  assimilated 
to  Ottoman  subjects  in  all  that  relates  to  their  immovable  property.  This  assimila- 
tion has  for  legal  objects — 

1.  To  oblige  them  to  conform  to  all  of  the  laws  and  police  regnlations,  as  well  as 
those  of  a  municipal  character  actually  in  force,  or  which  may  hereafter  govern  the 
ei^oyment,  the  transmission,  the  alienation,  and  the  hypothecation  of  real  estate. 

2.  To  pay  all  of  the  taxes  and  contributions,  under  whatever  form  and  denomination 
whatever,  now  or  hereafter  affecting  city  and  rural  real  estate. 

3.  To  render  them  amenable  to  the  civil  Ottoman  tribunals  for  all  questions  relating; 
to  real  estate,  and  for  all  real  actions  thereon,  either  aa  plaii^tiffis  or  defendants,  even 
when  both  parties  are  foreigners ;  all  on  the  same  footing,  under  the  same  condlitions 
and  in  the  same  fitvors  as  Ottoman  proprietors,  and  without  their  having  any  right  to 
put  forward  their  personal  nationality  ;  but  yet,  under  the  reservations  of  the  immn- 
uities  attached  to  their  persons  and  to  their  movable  property,  according  to  the  treaty 
stipulations. 

Article  3.  In  case  of  the  bankruptcy  of  a  foreigner  owning  real  estate,  the  syndic* 
of  the  bankruptcy  will  proceed  to  take  action  thereon,  before  the  Ottoman  authori- 
ties and  the  civil  Ottoman  tribunals,  for  the  puqiose  of  demanding  the  sale  of  the 
immovable  property  owned  by  the  bankrupt,  and  which,  by  their  nature  and  conform- 
ably with  the  taw,  may  answer  for  the  debts  of  the  owner. 

This  same  rule  will  be  carried  out  whenever  a  foreigner  has  obtaiued  a  judgment 
before  any  foreign  tribunal  condemning  another  owner  of  real  estate. 

For  the  execution  of  this  judgment  on  the  real  estate  of  his  debtor,  the  foreigner 
will  address  himself  to  the  competent  Ottoman  authority,  so  as  to  obtain  the  sale  of 
the  immovable  property,  answering  for  the  debts  of  the  owner,  and  their  judgment 
will  not  be  executed  by  the  authorities  and  Ottoman  tribunals  until  after  they  shall 
have  established  the  fact  that  the  immovable  property  required  to  be  sold  really  be- 
longs to  the  category  of  property  which  may  be  sold  in  payment  of  debts. 

Article  4.  The  foreign  subject  has  the  faculty  of  disposing  of,  by  donation  orby  willt 
those  of  his  immovable  properties  which,  under  this  form,  are  allowed  by  law  to  be  so 
donated  or  willed.  • 

As  to  the  immovable  properties  which  he  has  not  diaposf  d  of,  or  which  the  lair  does 
not  allow  him  to  dispose  of,  by  donation  or  will,  their  inheritance  will  be  regulated  con- 
formably with  the  Ottoman  laws  of  succession. 

Article  5.  Every  foreign  subject  will  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  present  law  from 
the  moment  that  the  power  (government)  to  which  he  belongs  shall  nave  adhered  to 
the  arrangements  proposed  by  the  Sublime  Porte  for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  hold- 
ing immovable  property.  ^  j 
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The  law  which  grants  to  foreigners  the  right  of  possessing  immovable  property  in 
the  Ottoman  Empire  does  not  affect  the  immunities  sanctioned  by  the  treaty  stipula- 
tions ;  and  these,  therefore^  shall  continue  to  cover  the  persons  and  the  movable  effects 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  who  may  hereby  become  owners  of  any 
immovable  property.  The  concession  of  this  right  of  holding  real  estate  being  designed 
to  induce  a  larger  number  of  foreigners  to  establish  themselves  in  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
the  imperial  government  considers  it  a  duty  to  provide  for  and  prevent  the  diflSculties 
to  which  the  application  of  this  law  may  give  rise  in  certain  portions  of  the  empire. 
Such,  therefore,  is  the  object  of  the  following  arrangements. 

The  dwelling  of  every  person  residing  on  Ottoman  soil  being  inviolate,  and  no  one 
being  allowed  to  enter  it  without  tlie  consent  of  the  owner,  except  in  virtue  of  orders 
emanating  from  competent  authority,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  magistrate  or 
functionary  invested  with  the  requisite  power,  the  dwelling  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is,  in  the  same  manner,  inviolate,  conformably  with  the  treaty  stipu- 
lations ;  and  the  agents  of  the  public  force  cannot  enter  without  the  co-operation  of 
bis  consul  or  his  delegate. 

By  the  term  "  dweUing*'  is  understood  the  house  in  which  the  citizen  resides,  and 
the  appurtenances  of  the  same,  such  as  the  out-houses,  yards,  gardens,  and  inclosures 
acMacent  thereto,  exclusive  of  all  other  parts  of  the  property. 

In  all  localities,  distant  at  least  nine  hours  from  a  consulate  of  the  United  States, 
the  agents  of  the  public  force  shall  not  enter  the  dwelling  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  without  the  co-operation  of  his  consul,  as  before  stated.  The  consul,  however, 
is  held  to  give  his  immediate  assistance  to  the  local  authorities,  so  that  not  more  than 
six  hours  shall  elapse  between  the  moment  when  he  has  been  apprised  of  this  desire 
and  that  of  the  departure  of  his  delegate ;  and  in  this  manner  the  action  of  said  authori- 
ites  may  not  be  arrested  more  than  thirty-four  hours. 

In  those  localities  which  are  more  than  nine  hours  distant,  or  more  than  nine  hours 
journey  from  the  residence  of  the  consular  agent  of  the  United  States,  the  agents  of  the 
Ottoman  government  mav,  on  the  demand  of  the  local  authorities,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  three  of  the  members  of  the  council  of  the  parish,  (commune,)  enter  the  dwelling 
of  the  citizen,  without  the  assistance  of  the  consular  agent ;  but  this  onl^  in  cases  of  great 
emergency,  and  for  the  purpose  only  of  effecting  a  search  after  a  criminal,  and  to  es- 
tabli^  the  crime  of  manslaughter,  or  an  attempt  to  commit  this  crime,  or  that  of  incen- 
diarism, or  of  theft  with  arms,  or  of  burglary,  or,  during  the  night,  in  a  house  occu- 
Eied  by  armed  rebels,  or  by  counterfeiters  ;  and  this  also,  whenever  the  crime  mav 
ave  been  committed  by  a  foreigner  or  by  an  Ottoman  subject,  or  whenever  it  shall 
have  been  committed  in  the  dwelling  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  outside  of  the 
same,  or  in  any  other  place  whatsoever. 

These  provisions  are  onl^  applicable  to  the  parts  of  the  property  which  form  the  ac- 
tual dwelling  of  the  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  afore  defined.  Beyond  the 
dwellii^g,  the  action  of  the  police  shall  be  exercised  freely  and  without  any  reserve ; 
but,  in  case  the  individual  accused  of  the  crime  or  misdemeanor  shall  be  arrested,  and 

Erove  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  all  of  the  immuoities  attached  to  his  person 
y  the  treaty  stipulations  shall  be  fully  respected. 

The  functionary  or  other  official  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  visit  to  the  domi- 
cile of  the  citizen  of  the  United  States  under  the  exceptional  circumstances  afore- 
mentioned, and  the  members  of  the  council  of  the  parish  who  assist  him,  shall  be  held 
to  draw  up  a  report  of  the  same,  and  to  communicate  it  immediately  to  the  superior 
authority  to  whom  they  are  amenable,  and  the  latter  shall,  himself,  forthwith,  without 
any  delay,  transmit  said  report  to  the  nearest  consular  agent  of  the  United  States. 

A  special  regulation  will  be  promulgated  by  the  Sublime  Porte,  to  direct  and  govern 
the  mode  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  local  police,  in  the  various  cases  aforestated. 

In  the  localities,  distant  more  than  nine  hours  from  the  residence  of  any  consular 
agent  of  the  United  States  and  in  which  the  law  or  the  judiciary  organization  of  the 
rilayet  (province)  is  in  force,  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  be  judged  without  the 
assistance  of  the  consular  delegate,  by  the  council  of  the  parish,  performing  the  func- 
tions of  judges  of  the  peace,  and  by  the  tribunal  of  the  caazft,  (district,)  both  for  suits 
not  exceeding  1,000  piasters,  ($50,)  and  for  misdemeanors  which  do  not  call  for  a  heavier 
fine,  in  the  maximum,  of  5(H)  piasters,  ($25.) 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  will,  in  all  cases,  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  tribunal 
of  the  sanjak  (county)  against  sentences  given  as  aforestated  ;  and  the  appeal  will  be 
followed  up  and  judged  with  the  co-operation  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  con- 
formably with  the  treaty  stipulations.  The  appeal  will,  in  all  cases,  suspend  the  exe- 
cution of  the  previous  sentence. 

In  every  case  the  forcible  execution  of  the  sentences  given,  under  the  conditions 
aforestated,  shall  not  take  place  without  the  co-operation  of  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  or  of  his  delegate. 

The  imperial  government  will  draw  up  a  law  for  the  government  of  the  rules  of  jMip 
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cedure  to -bo  observed  by  tbe  parties  in  tbo  application  of  tbe  preceding  arrange- 
ments. Citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  whatever  part  of  the  empire  they  may  be,  are 
authorized  to  submit,  spontaneously,  their  suits  to  the  parish  councils,  or  to  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  caaza,  without  the  assistance  of  their  consul;  suits  which  shall  not,  how- 
ever, surpass  the  competency  of  these  councils  or  tribunals ;  reserving,  nevertheless, 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  superior  tribunal  of  the  sanjak  where  the  case  may  be  car- 
ried, and  judged  with  the  co-operation  of  the  consul  or  his  delegate. 

In  all  cases  the  consent  of  the  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  be  tried,  as  afore- 
stat-ed,  without  the  assistance  of  his  consul,  must  be  given  in  writing,  previous  al8<» 
to  any  proceedings  being  taken. 

It  is  well  underetood  that  all  of  tluise  restrictions  do  not  relate  to  any  tiuestions  con- 
cerning matters  of  real  estate,  which  shall  be  prosecuted  and  judged  under  the  condi- 
tions established  by  the  laws  special  to  them. 

The  right  of  defense  and  the  publicity  of  the  audiences  is  secured  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  appear  before  Ottoman  tribunals,  as  well  also  to  Ottoman  sub- 
jects. 

The  preceding  arrangements  will  remain  in  force  to  the  period  of  the  revision  of  the 
ancient  treaties,  for  which  the  Sublime  Porte  will  endeavor  to  bring  about  an  under- 
standing with  the  friendly  powers. 

In  the  view,  also,  of  preventing  any  confusion  in  the  execution  of  the  previous  pro- 
visions, the  following  rule  is  moreover  adopted : 

Any  citizen  of  the  United  States  desirous  of  purchasing  real  estate  in  the  empin^, 
will,  if  he  reside  at  Constantinople,  address  himself  in  the  first  instance,  to  bis  lega- 
tion, and  it  will  draw  up  a  takrir,  (official  note)  in  the  Turkish  language,  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  department  of  foreign  affiairs,  to  be  transmitted  by  it  to  that  of  the  evkaffj 
or  "  Pious  Bequests,"  and  authorize  the  transfer  of  the  property.  This  takrir,  will  in- 
dicate the  nationality  and  the  origin  of  the  purchaser,  nis  own  name  and  that  of  his 
family,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  immovable  property  purchased  by  him. 

For  whatever  relates  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  the  interior  of  the 
empire,  the  takrir  containing  the  preceedin^  details  will  be  adopted  by  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  within  whose  jurisdiction  ho  is  domiciled,  to  the  uead  of  the  local  admin- 
istration, who  will  proceed  accordingly  to  eftect  the  transfer  of  the  property  in  ques- 
tion through  the  competent  authorities.  This  rule  will  be  observed  both  at  Constanti- 
nople and  in  all  other  pails  of  the  empire,  for  any  operation  concerning  immovable 
property  held  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Moreover,  the  tahir  afore  alluded  to,  containing  the  information  therein  specified, 
and  drawn  up  in  the  Turkish  language,  must  be  in  duplicate.  The  department  of 
foreign  affairs  will  be  required  to  transmit  one  of  these  copies  to  that  of  the  evkoff, 
after  naving  duly  verified  the  citizenship  of  the  proposed  purchaser,  and  his  exemption 
from  all  of  the  impediments  foreseen  by  the  law,  preventing  his  full  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  to  possess  property  in  the  empire,  and  after  having  legalized  the  seal  attacheil 
to  said  taknrs  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  of  which  it  will  require  to  be  furn- 
ished with  an  impression.  Whenever  the  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  present 
himself  before  the  proper  Ottoman  authority  as  the  seller  of  immovable  property, 
purchased  by  him  in  the  empire,  there  must  be,  annexed  to  the  iakrir  of  his  legation 
or  consulate,  furnished  also  in  duplicate,  a  certificate,  delivered  to  him  by  the  meuhlar 
(head)  of  the  quarter  in  which  he  resides,  or  by  tbe  head  of  the  corporation  to  which 
he  belongs;  and  this  certificate  shall  establish  his  desire  to  dispose  of  his  property, 
conformably  with  the  practice  observed  with  regard  to  natives. 

It  is  likewise  understood  that  all  of  the  x>r^^inR  formalities  must  be  equally  ob- 
served in  the  provinces,  where  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  will  address  their 
takrirs  to  the  chief  of  the  administration  of  the  same,  after  having  previously  made 
known  to  him  the  seal  which  he  designs  using  for  such  purposes. 


No.  453. 
Mr,  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  19.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Consitintinople^  September  9, 1871.    (Received  October  5.) 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  decease,  on 
the  6th  instant,  of  the  late  grand  vizier,  Aali  Pacha,  and  the  nomina- 
tion of  his  successor,  his  highness  Mahmood  Pacha.  Some  other 
changes  have  already  been  made  in  the  higher  offices  of  the  government, 
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and  probably  otb^rs  will  soou  take  place.  The  vacant  post  of  minister 
of  foreign  affiairs  has  not  yet  been  filled,  but  it  seems  to  be  quite  cer- 
tain that  Jamel  Pacha,  now  ambassador  at  Paris,  son  of  a  former  grand 
vizier  of  much  eminence,  Rechid  Pa^ha,  will  be  named  to  it  by  the  Sul- 
tan. 

Aali  Pacha  was  a  native  of  this  capital,  and  the  son  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual, who,  however,  gave  him  what  may  be  here  called  a  good  educa- 
tion, in  which  was  included  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Prench  lan- 
guage. At  an  early  age  he  entered  the  service  of  the  government,  under 
the  patronage  of  Rechid  Pacha,  and  rose  gradually  to  the  highest  civil 
offices  of  the  Sublime  Porte.  *'  ' 

He  at  various  times  filled  the  offices  of  embassador,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  grand  vizier,  in  all  of  which  he  acquired  a  high  reputation 
for  ability  and  prudence ;  and  a  policy  of  a  conciliatory  character,  which 
besides  acquiring  the  confidence  and  respect  of  foreign  governments, 
gained  for  him  innumerable  personal  friends.  He  came  into  office  in 
1830,  and  has  now  terminated  his  career,  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  some  fifty- 
six  years.  Having  always  been  of  a  feeble  frame  and  constitution,  the 
v«ast  amount  of  labor  performed  by  him  was  the  subject  of  surprise  to 
all  who  witnessed  it.  This  constant  mental  occupation  eventually  de- 
stroyed his  health  and  occasioned  his  decease.  During  his  various  em- 
bassies, when  their  object  often  involved  to  an  eminent  degree  the  welfare 
of  his  country,  as  well  as  while  directing  its  affairs  as  prime  minister, 
(especially  during  the  Cretan  insurrection,)  he  showed  himself  equal  to 
his  position.  Like  almost  all  public  men  in  this  country,  where  there 
are  no  hereditary  titles  or  offices,  he  owed  his  success  in  life  to  his  per- 
sonal exertions  and  abilities,  and  during  the  long  period  of  his  services 
to  his  sovereign  and  his  country  he  fully  maintained  an  unblemished 
character.  Indeed,  the  Ottoman  Empire  has  seldom  possessed  a  states- 
man of  so  much  perfect  probity  and  honesty  and  those  othier  high  traits 
of  character  which  render  men  respected  and  beloved. 

For  this  reason  the  decease  of  Aali  Pacha  is  a  severe  loss  to  the  Sul- 
tan and  his  empire ;  and  as,  during  his  illness,  most  of  the  sovereigns 
and  statesmen  of  Europe  sent  here  by  telegraph  to  make  inquiry  for  his 
condition,  his  death  will  doubtless  be  so  considered  by  them.  Toward 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  its  legation  here,  Aali  Pacha 
never  failed  to  evince  his  respect  and  friendly  feelings,  and  a  strong  de- 
sire to  cultivate  cordial  relations  between  it  and  his  own. 

He  leaves  a  small  family,  for  which,  without  any  doubt,  the  Sultan, 
whom  he  had  so  long  and  so  faithfully  served,  will  provide  in  the  same 
noble  and  generous  manner  which  he  always  does  for  his  public  servants. 

Having  had  the  happiness  to  enjoy  the  friendly  consideration  of  the 
deceased  for  so  many  years,  I  personally  feel  deeply  pained  by  his  death, 
especially  as  it  occurred  at  an  age  when  most  men  are  best  able  to  serve 
their  country. 

The  Sultan  has  also  just  lost  another  of  his  most  eminent  and  distin- 
guished public  servants,  Mohamed  Kibrisfi  Pacha,  a  minister  without 
portfolio,  in  the  prime  of  life. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 
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No.  454. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Brown. 

^o.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  11,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  dispatch  No.  15,  of  the  12tb 
ultimo,  with  inclosures,  and  thank  you  for  the  interesting  and  valuable 
information  it  furnishes  upon  the  existing  state  of  Turkish  law  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tenure  of  real  estate  by  foreigners. 

A  reason  which  has  heretofore  disinclined  this  Department  to  accept 
the  protocol  prescribed  as  the  condition  of  our  citizens  obtaining  the 
benefit  of  the  new  law,  is  the  provision  under  which  citizens  in  locali- 
ties distant  more  than  nine  hours  from  the  residence  of  a  consular  agent 
may  be  judged  by  the  council  of  the  parish  or  by  the  tribunal  of  the 
caazsl.  This  is  apparently  in  conflict  with  Article  IV  of  the  treaty  of 
May  7, 1830,  as  understood  by  the  Ottoman  government,  and  perhaps 
more  clearly  to  the  practical  interpretation  which  we  have  put  upon  it. 
We  cannot  accede  to  the  protocol  under  these  circumstances  without 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  A  similar  question  arises  in  re- 
spect to  a  subsequent  provision,  authorizing  our  citizens,  in  any  part  of 
the  empire,  to  submit  spontaneously  their  suits  to  the  Turkish  tribunals. 
While  such  rights  of  exterritoriality  as  they  possess  have  doubtless  been 
obtained  mainly  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  concerned,  and  while,  as  in 
general,  a  party  may  waive  a  provision  introduced  for  his  own  benefit, 
this  principle  is  not  applied  in  cases  involving  public  policy,  such,  for 
example,  as  trial  by  jury  for  capital  offenses.  It  may  well  be,  therefore, 
that  a  citizen  cannot  waive  a  right  given  by  the  existing  treaty,  unless 
that  waiver  be  sanctioned  by  the  authority  competent  to  ratify  a  new 
treaty. 

It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  there  is  any  such  public  interest  in 
facilitating  investments  by  our  citizens  in  immovable  property  in  the 
Ottoman  dominions  as  to  require  the  initiative  to  be  taken  without  the 
advice  of  the  Senate,  and  while  the  construction  of  the  treaty  of  1830  is 
still  undetermined  by  that  body. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTEK. 


No.  455. 

Mr.  Fkh  to  Mr.  Brown, 

No.  I8.j  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  3, 1871. 
SiE:  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch  No.  21,  with  the 
accompanying  correspondence  relative  to  the  promotion  of  Mahmoad 
Pacha  to  the  post  of  Grand  Vizier,  in  the  place  of  Aali  Pacha,  deceased. 
The  latter  was  a  statesman  of  such  distinction,  and  deservedly  enjoyed 
so  wide  a  renown  for  sagacity  and  judgment,  that  his  loss  to  Turkey 
may  be  considered  to  deserve  a  special  mark  of  sympathy  on  the  part 
of  this  Government.  You  are  consequently  authorized  to  address  a 
note  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Porte,  exi>ressiug  the  re- 
gret of  the  President  at  the  signal  bereavement  which  it  has  sustained 
in  the  demise  of  Aali  Pacha,  and  his  hearty  sympathy  with  the  friends 
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of  the  deceased.    There  should  be  the  less  hesitation  on  our  part  in  this 
step,  as  it  is  understood  to  have  already  been  taken  by  the  Governments 
of  the  principal  Europeivn  powers. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  456. 
Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  October  25, 1871.  (Received  November  16.) 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  the  3d  instant, 
directing  me  to  convey  the  regrets  of  the  President  to  the  Ottoman 
government  on  the  demise  of  his  highness  Aali  Pacha,  and  inclose 
copy  of  letter  which  I  have  addressed  on  the  subject  to  his  excellency 
Server  Pacha,  minister  of  foreigh  afiairs. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


[iDclosare.] 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinaplet  October  25, 1871. 
-  ExcELLENCT :  I  bavo  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  j ust  received  a  dispatch  from 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  which  he  directs 
me  to  convey  to  yon  the  regrets  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  occasion 
of  the  demise  of  the  late  Grand  Vizier,  his  hishness  Aali  Pacha. 

The  President,  considering  that  the  deceased  Grand  Vizier  was  a  statesman  of  so  much 
distinction,  and  so  deservedly  enjoying  a  wide  renown  for  sagacity  and  judgment,  he 
regards  that  this  loss  to  the  Ottoman  Empire  may  be  considered  an  event  which  calls 
for  a  special  mark  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  therefore  directed  to  express  to  you  the  regrets  of  the  President  at  the  signal  be- 
reavement which  the  Ottoman  government  has  sustained  in  the  demise  of  his  high- 
ness Aali  Pacha,  and  his  hearty  sympathy  with  his  friends. 

In  acquitting  myself  of  this  duty,  I  beg  your  excellency  to  accept  assurances  of  my 
perfect  consideration. 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


No.  457. 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  28.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

ConstantinopUj  November  6, 1871.    (Received  December  2.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  copies  of  a 
correspondence  with  the  consular-general  at  Beirut,  and  to  request  most 
respectfully  your  instructions  on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates. 

I  have  very  great  respect  for  all  of  the  American  missionaries  in  all  parts 
of  this  country,  and  many  of  them  are  personal  friends.  They  are  fully 
entitled  to  all  of  the  protection  which  the  legation  can  secure  for  them. 
The  opinions  which  I  have  expressed  in  my  reply  to  the  vice-consul-gen- 
eral are  based  upon  my  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  the 
Turkish  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BEPWN. 
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[Inclosuro  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Say. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople  J  November  4, 1871. 

Siu :  I  have  Lad  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  October,  askmg 
instructions  from  me  on  the  subject  of  the  amount  of  protection,  if  any,  consuls  may 
^ive  to  the  teachers,  pupils,  and  natives  who  have  been  connected  throujojh  the  minis- 
try of  the  American  missionaries,  from  persecution  on  account  of  their  reli^ous  belief. 

As  I  am  not  in  possession  of  any  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
subject,  and  as  it  is  one  that  must  greatly  interest  the  missionaries  in  Syria,  I  shall 
now  transmit  to  it  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  and  of  my  reply,  for  its  consideration.  It 
is  for  the  first  time,  that  I  am  aware  of,  that  such  a  request  has  been  submitted  to 
the  legation  from  missionaries  in  any  part  of  Turkey ;  and  I  must  regret  that  anything 
has  now  occurred  to  render  it  necessary. 

It  seems  to  me  that  much  as  the  Goven^ment  of  the  United  States  may  be  interested 
in  the  principle  of  religious  liberty  and  toleration  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  the  qu«i- 
tion  is  one  of  so  much  delicacy,  when  it  relates  to  other  countries  and  governments, 
as  to  prevent  its  direct  official  interference  to  sustain  it. 

By  reference  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  you  will  perceive  that  it  has  been 
established  that  the  legation  and  consulates  of  the  United  States  shall  not  protect 
Ottoman  subjects,  either  openly  or  secretly,  &c.,  and  the  same  principle  you  will  find 
repeated  in  your  berat  or  exequatur  of  the  consul-general.  I  do  not  see  how  this  stip- 
ulation can  be  departed  from  on  the  ground  of  religious  toleration  in  this  country. 
Although  the  Ottoman  government  tolerates  the  labors  of  missionaries  amon<|  its  8al»- 
ject-s,  it  does  so  unwillingly,  and  is  not  disposed  to  favor  or  promote  them.  With  this 
fact  before  me  I  cannot  instruct  you  to  claim  a  right  to  give  your  official  protection  to 
the  individuals  afore  stated.  I  believe  the  local  authorities  will  not  allow  it ;  the 
(iuestion  will  then  be  referred  by  them  and  yourself  here,  and  I  shall  have  invited 
upon  the  legation  a  question  of  an  untenable  nature.  The  recent  case  of  the  teacher 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jessup  offers  an  evidence  of  what  I  state.  I  certainly  do  not  advise 
you  from  refraining  to  ofi*er  your  officious  solicitations  in  behalf  of  any  clearly  estab- 
lished cases  of  religious  persecution,  be  the  sufferer  whomever  he  may,  or  whatever 
his  faith,  and  from  invoking  the  well-known  liberal  principles  of  the  Ottoman  govern- 
ment in  such  matters ;  but  this  should  be  done  with  much  discretion.  It  would  be 
certainly  an  error  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  individuals  you  allude  to  discon- 
nected with  religion. 

You  are  misinformed  on  the  subject  of  anv  '*  Mussulman  who,  for  having  embraced 
Christianity,  may  be  put  to  death.''  Several  years  ago  the  Sultan  officially  declared 
that  this  principle  of  Islam  holy  law  should  never  be  practiced ;  and  there  are  now 
some  few  Christians  here  who  were  once  Moslems,  residing  at  the  capital,  and  in  fre- 
quent intercourse  with  the  higher  functionaries  of  the  government.  I  am  probably 
better  acquainted  than  yourself  with  its  feelings.  I  would,  therefore,  not  encourage 
you  to  do  what,  though  very  creditable  to  your  feelings  as  a  Protestant,  I  should  not 
be  able  to  sustain  you  in. 

You  may,  however,  easily  verify  what  I  have  stated  by  putting  forwai-d  a  claim  to 
protect  the  individuals  mentioned  in  your  dispatch. 

As  to  the  American  missionaries,  I  of  course  need  not  add  that  every  possible  means 
should  be  adopted  for  their  protection.    Their  dwellings  and  establishments  are  invio- 
late, and  will  never,  I  presume,  be  molested. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 

J.  Baldwin  Hay,  Esq., 

United  States  Vice-Consal-Gcnei'dl^  Beirut. 


[Tuclosare  Xo.  2.] 

Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Brown. 

No.  48.]  .  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Bcimt,  October  11, 1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  official  note,  dated  the  19th  ultimo, on  the 

protection  alleged  to  have  been  given  by  the*  United  States  consular  agent  at  Tripoli 

to  an  employ^  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  H.  S.  Jessup.    This  is  the  first  that  I  have  heard  of  the 

affair,  and  I  have  requested  Mr.  Tanni  to  give  me  full  particulars  of  the  case,  and  to 
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what  extent  he  has  protected  the  said  employ^ ;  and  I  shall  send  you  his  report  as 
soon  as  received. 

In  the  meanwhile  allow  me  to  request  special  instructions  respecting  the  claim  of 
American  missionaries  in  Syria  to  official  pro tectiooi  in  their  vocation. 

The  American  missionary  enters  the  Ottoman  Empire  with  the  avowed  object  of 
teaching  the  Christian  religion  to  the  subjects  of  this  empire,  not  secretly,  but  openly. 
The  Ottoman  government,  by  reason  of  according  them  permission  to  teach  and  preach 
the  Christian  religion,  and  to  open  schools,  cannot  justly  offer  them  any  molestation  or 
hinderance  in  pursuing  their  object,  nor  can  it  consistently  injure,  threaten,  or  perse- 
cute such  of  its  subjects  as  may  embrace  the  religion  which  it  allows  the  missionaries 
to  teach.  If  a  Mohammedan  subject  of  Turkey  embraces  Christianity,  by  the  laws  of , 
Mohammedanism  his  evidence  is  worthless,  and  he  can  be  put  to  death ;  but  a  recent 
decree  of  the  Sultan  proclaims  religious  toleration  throughout  the  empire.  This  decree 
is  not  practically  enforced  in  Syria,  and  American  missionaries  often  desire  and  expect 
consular  interposition  to  succor  persecuted  native  teachers  and  native  converts.  Such 
a  coiBPse  is  offensive  to  the  local  authorities,  who  are  secretly  (if  not  openly)  upheld  in 
Constantinople  by  their  superiors. 

Only  the  firm  pressure  of  Christian  nations  caused  the  Sultan  to  proclaim  religious  lib- 
erty, and  a  constant  pressure  is  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  this  liberty  of  conscience 
to  converts  who  desire  to  experience  its  benefit. 

Having  thus  briefly  stated  the  position  of  American  missionaries  in  Syria,  I  earnestly 
desire  instructions  as  to  how  far  they  are  to  be  protected  in  their  calling,  and  to  what 
extent,  if  any,  consuls  can  protect  their  teachers,  their  pupils,  and  the  natives  who  have 
been  converted  by  their  ministry.  (The  word  protection  in  this  case  means  protection 
from  persecution  on  account  of  religious  belief.) 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  BALDWIN  HAY, 

Vic€'Consul-Gcnera1. 

Hon.  Joiix  P.  Brown, 

United  States  Minisicry  CouHtaniinoph\ 


Xo.  458. 

Mr,  Broicn  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  30.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Comtantinople^  Kovemher  8,  1871.    (Received  December  11.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  herewith,  translation  of  a  note  ad- 
dressed by  the  Sublime  Porte  to  M.  S.  Franchi,  the  embassador  of  the 
Papal  See,  terminating  his  mission.  Since  its  receipt  the  embassador 
has  left  for  Eome. 

The  object  of  this  mission  was  to  induce  the  Ottoman  government  to 
compel  the  American  Catholic  community  of  Turkey  to  continue  to  accept 
a  bishop,  named  M.  S.  Hassom,  as  its  spiritual  chief,  appointed  by  the 
Pope,  against  the  wishes  of  the  large  majority  of  its  most  respectable 
and  influential  members. 

The  Ottoman  government  has  refused  to  admit  the  solicitations  and 
intervention  of  the  Papal  See,  and  maintained  the  perfect  rights  of  its 
own  subjects  to  elect  their  bishop,  and  to  administer  their  spiritual 
interests  themselves.  During  his  residence  here  the  papal  embassador 
has  been  the  guest  of  the  Sultan,  and  received  many  evidences  of 
respect  both  for  himself  personally  and  for  the  Papal  See.  His  mission, 
nevertheless,  has  been  a  total  failure. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWK. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Translation  of  the  text  of  a  note  addressed  hy  H,  S.  Setter  Pachas  miniater  of  foreign  offain^ 
to  Mr,  Franchij  embassador  of  the  Pope,  September  27, 1871. 

Tko  Sublime  Porte  has  taken  cognizance  of  tbe  note  wliich  yonr  grace  did  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  the  22d  September,  and  I  now  hasten  to  reply  to  the  same 
as  follows: 

The  imperial  government  has  always  confided  the  management  of  the  spiritual  affairs 
of  the  different  commanities  of  the  empire  to  these  same  communities  and  to  their 
churches.  All  of  the  public  documents  of  the  government,  as  well  as  the  treaty  of 
Paris,  sufficiently  prove  this  fact. 

The  Sublime  Porte,  therefore,  has  always  conformed  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by 
its  own  dignitv  and  good  faith  toward  treaties  by  abstaining  from  every  thought  or  act 
of  a  nature  calculated  to  annihilate  or  weaken  its  enjoyments  and  sacred  promises,  or 
the  discussion  of  questions  which  are  of  the  spiritual  domain. 

I  need  not  add  that  the  imperial  government  always  reserves  the  right  emanating 
from  its  sovereignty  to  adopt  directly,  and  without  any  other  intervention,  with  the 
different  classes  of  its  subjects,  a  line  of  conduct  at  the  same  time  just  and  equitable, 
in  whatever  relates  to  their  civil  administration.  If,  consequently,  any  discussions 
have  occurred  outside  of  the  principles  which  I  have  just  exposed  to  your  grace, 
yon  will  be  so  good  as  to  consider  them  only  in  the  light  of  preserving  these  same 
principles,  which  are  both  true  and  salutary. 

Your  grace,  as  the  embassador  of  the  Holy  See  and  the  bearer  of  a  friendly  letter 
addressed  to  His  Sublime  Mtyesty  the  Sultan,  by  His  Holiness  the  Pope,  will  always 
receive,  during  your  residence  here,  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  and  senti- 
ments of  esteem  and  friendship  which  Ave  entertain  for  liis  person. 

Please  accept  also,  &c., 

SERVER. 


No.  459.  . 

Mr.  Brotcn  to  Mr.  Fkh. 

No.  31.]  'Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantbw^l€j  November  9, 1871.  (Received  December  11.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  and  translation  of  tbe 
note  addressed  to  me  by  his  excellency  Server  Pacha,  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  20th  ultimo,  conveying  to  the 
Ottoman  government  the  regrets  of  the  President  on  the  occasion  of 
tlie  death  of  His  Highness  Aali  Pacha,  the  late  Grand  Vizier. 
I  remain,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


Server  Paclui  to  Mr.  Bivwn. 

[Inclosure. — Traniilation.] 

ScBLiME  Porte,  Mdjistry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

November  8, 1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  which  you  were  so  ^ood  as  to  write  to  me  the  25th 
October,  containing  the  expression  of  the  regrets  of  uie  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  occasion  of  the  regrettable  death  of  His  Highness  Aali  Pacha. 

The  Snblime  Porte  has  been  very  sensibly  affected  by  the  both  noble  and  sincere 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  President. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  convey  our  very  lively  thanks  to  the  President,  and  to  assure  him 
that  the  new  cabinet  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan  can  have  nothfug  more  at 
heart  than  to  cultivate  mo^e  and  more  the  relations  of  friendship  so  happily  existing 
between  the  two  countries. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 
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No.  460. 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Xo.  33.]  Legation  of  the  United  States,  , 

Constantinople^  Xovemher  24, 1871.    (Received  December  21.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  a  communication  from  the 
Sublime  Port€  on  the  subject  of  new  facilities  granted  by  it  to  mer- 
chant-vessels passing  through  the  Straits  of  the  Bosphorus  and  the 
Dardanelles,  together  with  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  regulations 
which  accompanied  it. 

The  only  fees  paid  by  merchant- vessels  parsing  through  the  straits 
are  the  amounts  payable  for  firmans  and  light-houses.  The  port- 
charges  of  the  capital  are  very  insignificant.  The  facilities  now  granted 
to  merchant-vessels  passing  through  the  straits  are  very  important, 
and  relieve  them  from  the  former  necessity  of  stopping  at  the  town  of 
the  Dardanelles,  often  during  severe  weather,  to  deliver  their  firmans, 
as  they  may  now  procure  firmans  from  the  harbor-office  of  the  capital, 
in  place  of  from  the  bureau  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  (foreign  affairs,)  as, 
where  for  both  going  to  and  returning  from  the  Black  Sea,  their  deten- 
tion in  the  latter  case  is  wholly  obviated. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


Server  Pacha  to  Mr,  Brmm. 

[Inclosnre  No.  1 — Translation.] 

Sublime  Porte,  Ministky  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

November  22,  1871. 

Sir  :  In  the  view  of  facilitatiug  commercial  operations  and  navigation,  the  Sublime 
Porte  has  deemed  it  snitable  to  make  some  modifications  in  the  regulations  re^rding  the 
passage,  during  the  night,  of  commercial  vessels  through  the  Straits  of  the  DardaneUes 
and  the  Bosphorus. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  some  copies  of  the  new  regulations, 
definitively  adopted,  on  this  same  subject,  and  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  give  orders, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  so  that  commercial  vessels,  under  the  American  flag, 
shall  conform  strictiv  to  the  dispositions  of  these  regulations,  which  are  to  come  into 
vigor  from  the  1-13  t>eceinber  next. 

It  is  well  understood  that,  conformably  with  what  is  now  practiced,  vessels  will 
not,  for  any  reason  whatever,  before  sunrise  and  after  sunset,  effect  any  operation, 
either  of  embarking  or  discharging  their  merchandise,  nor  embark  or  discharge  pas- 
sengers in  the  port  of  Constantinople,  in  the  Bosphorus,  or  throughout  the  Straits 
of  the  Dardanelles. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

SERVER. 


[Inclosnre  No.  3 — Translation.] 

RULES    FOR   THE   PASSAGE   OF   COMMERCIAL    VESSELS   THROUGH   THE 
.  STRAITS  OF  THE  DARDANELLES  AND  BOSPHORUS. 

Article  1.  In  virtue  of  an  imperial  iradet,  (sanction,)  commercial  vessels,  sailing 
and  steamers,  native  and  foreign,  leaving  Constantinople,  on  their  way  either  into  the 
Black  Sea  or  for  the  Mediterranean,  may  pass  through  the  Straits  of  the  Bosphorus  and 
the  Dardanelles  at  any  hour  of  day  and  night. 

Article  2.  The  above-mentioned  vessels,  in  passing  through  the  Dardanelles,  shall 
deliver  their  firmans  on  board  of  a  ship-of-war,  which  will  be  stationed  at  Galat« 
Boumou,  opposite  Gallipoli,  at  a  point  of  easy  access.  ^^ 

Article  3.  So  as  to  relieve  vessels  arriving  from  the  Black  Sg|^^g|^  l^^^j^C^'^'"  ^^^ 
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Mediterranean,  from  the  obligation  of  stopping  at  Constantinople  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  firmans  authorizing  their  passage  through  the  Dardanelles,  it  is  ordered 
that  each  vessel,  on  its  way  from  Constantinople  to  the  Black  Sea,  will  have  the  right 
to  take  two  firmans,  one  for  the  passage  of  the  Bosphorus  and  the  other  for  that  of 
the  Dardanelles,  by  paying  all  of  the  fees  for  going  and  returning. 

Article  4.  Firmans  will  hereafter  be  delivered  by  the  maritime  prefecture  on  tlie 
writteii  request  of  the  consulate  to  which  the  vessels  belong,  when  they  relate  to  ships 
under  foreign  flags. 

Article  5.  There  shall  be  paid  for  each  firman  70  piasters  in  silver,  and  vessels 
will  not  have  to  pay  fee  on  delivering  their  firmans  on  board  the  vessel  stationed  at 
(liilata  Bournou.  Steamei*8  without  any  distinction  of  flags  will  pay  for  tht?ir  firmauH 
2^^  piasters  in  silver. 

Decemuer  1-13,  1?571. 


Xo.  4G1. 

*  Mr,  Brown  to  Mr,  Fish, 

'So.  34.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Comtaniinople,  November  25, 1871.    (Received  December  31.; 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  translation  of 
a  new  regulation  adopted  by  the  Ottoman  government  with  respect  to 
drawback  duties  of  its  customs. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOBN  P.  BROWN. 


[  I  ikclosure.— Translat  iou.] 

Sublime  Porte,  Ministky  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Xovtmha'  22,  1871. 

Sir  :  Accordinj^  to  the  terms  of  the  commercial  treaties  concluded  between  the  Sub- 
llnu*  Porte  and  the  friendly  powers,  merchandise  which,  after  having  paid  the  import 
dutit's  of  8  per  cent.,  and  not  sold  in  the  empire,  are  exported  within  the  delay  of  six 
months,  dating  from  ^he  day  of  their  arrival,  must  be  considered  and  treated  as  being 
in  transit. 

This  diposition  of  the  treaties  offers  difficulties,  in  point  of  practice,  and  often  gives 
rise  to  frauds.  In  fact,  when  merchants  wish  to  sell,  in  the  places  of  importation,  a 
part  of  their  merchandise,  and  at  the  same  time  reserve  to  themselves  the  faculty  of 
exporting  the  remainder,  within  the  delay  aforementioned,  of  six  months,  it  is  diflScnlt 
to  establish  at  the  moment  of  exportation  the  identity  of  the  remaining  merchandise. 
To  remedy  these  inconveniences,  the  imperial  administration  of  the  customs  has  just 
adopted  the  following  measures : 

Twelve  stamps,  correspondiuj^  with  the  twelve  months  of  the  year,  have  been  made. 
Merchants  desirous  of  selling  in  the  place  a  part  of  the  merchandise  brought  from 
foreign  countries,  and  which  they  have  in  magazines,  will  be  held  to  transport  them 
previously,  to  the  custom-house,  just  as  they  have  been  imported.  The  packages, 
bales,  or  parcels  wiU  be  there  opened,  so  aa  to  enable  each  merchant  to  withdraw  the 
<iuantity  needed  by  him.  There  will  then  be  applied  to  the  remainder  of  the  said 
merchandise  a  stamp  corresponding  with  the  month  and  the  day  of  their  arrival  from 
the  foreign  country,  and  the  payment  of  the  import  duty  of  8  per  cent.  In  this 
manner,  at  the  moment  of  their  exportation  to  a  foreign  country,  it  wiU  be  oas^^to 
compare  them  with  the  stamps  attached  to  them ;  and  the  custom-house  wiU  return 
the  difference  between  the  import  and  the  transit  duty. 

This  measure,  the  advantages  of  which  you  will  appreciate,  will  be  put  in  force 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  with  the  exception  of  Trebizonde,  within  a  delay  of  four 
months  from  the  day  of  its  publication. 

I  therefore  bog  yon,  sir,  to  be  so  good  as  to  make  this  decision  known  to  the  mer- 
chants, citizens  of  the  United  States,  so  that  they  may  conform  to  it. 

Accept,  also,  assurances,  &c.  ' 


r^  ^SERVER. 
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No.  462. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Broicn. 

Xo.  24.|  Departivient  OF  State, 

Washington^  December  5,  1871. 
Sir:  I  bave  received  your  dispatch  No.  28,  of  the  6th  ultimo,  inclos- 
ing correspondence  between  yourself  and  the  vice-consul-general  at 
Beirut,  in  regard  to  the  *'  amount  of  protection,  if  any,  consuls  can 
give  to  the  teachers,  pupils,  and  natives,  who  have  been  connected 
through  the  ministry  of  the  American  missionaries,  from  persecution  on 
account  of  their  religious  belief.^ 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  the  general  position  and  principles 
advanced  by  you  on  the  subject  are  correct,  and  are  within  the  provis- 
ion of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Turkey,  and  your 
communication  to  the  vice-consul-general  is  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  463. 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  36.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  December  14, 1871.    (Received  Jan.  18, 1872.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  hoiior  to  inclose  copy  of  my  reply  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of  the  new  regulations  adopted  by  the 
Sublime  Porte,  regarding  the  passage  of  merchant  vessels  through  the 
Bosphorus  and  the  Dardanelles. 

Fully  believing  that  all  such  facilities  to  commerce  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  deemed  it  a  proper 
occasion  to  express  it  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

Since  then,  at  a  meeting  of  chiefs  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  convoked 
by  the  Russian  embassador,  (its  Doyen,)  it  was  proposed  to  request 
the  Porte  to  direct  that  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Ottoman  ship-of-war 
stationed  at  Gallipoli  should  collect  the  firmans  of  merchant-vessels 
passing  through  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  Porte  has  given  orders  to 
this  effect. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


[Inclosurc  1.] 

Mr,  Brown  to  Server  Pacha. 

Legation  of  thk  United  8tatks, 

Constantinoplef  November  24, 1871. 
ExcELLKNcv :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  you 
were  so  good  as  to  write  roe  the  22d  instant,  with  its  inclosares,  on  the  sahject  of  the 
new  facilities  offered  hy  the  Ottoman  government  to  the  navigation  of  the  Straits  of 
the  Bosphorus  and  DardanoUes  by  merchant  vessels.  Being  convinced  that  the  Gov 
p.mment  of  the  United  States  wiU  learn  these  new  regulations  with  satisfaction,  I  ha>v 
hastened  to  bring  them  to  its  knowledge.  I  have,  also,  transmitted  them  to  consuls  of 
the  United  States  for  their  information. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

JOHN  P.  BKOWX. 
His  Excellency  Si:uver  Pacha, 

muhicr  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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[Inclosure  2.] 
CONST.VNTINOPLE,  Wednesday y  December  13,  1871. 

THE  dardane;lles  and  BOSPHORUS. 

The  followiug  uotice  to  sliipmasters  has  been  issued  by  oar  Consulate-GcDoraU  dated 
December  12 : 

All  vessels  may  henceforth  pass  through  the  Straits  of  the  Bosphorus  and  Dar- 
danelles at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

To  prevent  vessels  stopping  to  get  their  firmans  at  Constantinople  on  their  passage 
down  from  the  Black  Sea  to  the  Mediterranean,  shipmasters  may  provide  themselves, 
on  their  arrival  from  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  two  necessary  firmans,  i.  e.,  the  one 
for  the  Bosphorus  and  the  one  for  the  Dardanelles. 

These  firmans  must  henceforth  be  delivered,  by  vessels  sailing  for  the  Mediterranean, 
on  board  a  ship-of-war  stationed  at  Qalata  Point,  opposite  Gallipoli. 

In  order  that  shipmasters  may  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  not  being  delayed 
on  their  passage  home,  they  must  take  not  only  their  Bospnorus  and  Dsurdanelles 
firmans  at  the  same  time,  but  must  then  pay  all  necessary  dues  and  fees,  and  take 
their  receipt  at  Constantinople  previous  to  their  passing  up  to  the  Black  Sea. 

In  this  way  they  will  avoid  the  necessity  of  stopping  at  the  Bosphorus  on  their 
return  from  the  Black  Sea,  except  at  Cavak,  or  Buyukdere,  to  take  pratique. 


No.  464. 

Jfr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  43.]  ,  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  January  18, 1872.    (Received  February  17.) 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inclose  copy  and  translation  of  a  communi- 
cation received  from  the  Sublime  Porte  on  the  subject  of  the  commerce 
of  Turkish  tobacco. 

The  system  proposed  by  the  government,  of  an  excise  character,  is  a 
new  one  for  this  country,  and  will  have  an  important  influence  on  this 
branch  of  the  commerce  of  some  countrit»s,  in  the  article  of  tobacco 
produced  in  this  empire.  I  believe  there  is  very  little  exported  to  the 
United  States,  and  yet  the  subject  is  one  of  interest  to  the  mercantile 
community  in  general. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


[Incloeare  No.  1 — Trauslaiion.] 

Server  Pac/ta  to  Mr.  Broicn. 

Sublime  Porte,  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

December  27, 1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  tobrinp^  to  yonr  knowledge  that,  in  virtae  of  a  recent  imperial 
iredety  (sanction,)  the  Sabliine  Porte  proposes  to  sapplant  by  an  excise  system  (rejie) 
the  former  mode  of  taxation  still  in  force  for  tobacco. 

On  takirg  this  resolution,  the  imperial  government  feels  itself  authorized  by  the 
example  of  most  of  the  other  Earopean  governments,  as  well  as  by  the  interests  of  the 
cultivation  of  this  plant,  and  the  imperiections  and  difficulties  inherent  to  the  present 
duties  thereon. 

In  place  and  stead  of  the  divers  duties  now  in  use,  the  state,  hereafter,  becomes  the 
purchaser  of  every  kind  of  tobacco  nroduced  on  the  soil  of  the  empire.  For  this  pur- 
pose, commissions  of  estimations  will  be  appointed,  composed  of  capable  individuals, 
one-naif  of  whom  will  be  named  by  the  government  and  the  other  half  by  the  owners, 
whose  business  it  will  be  to  fix  on  the  spot  the  saleable  prices  of  the  tobacco,  according 
to  the  list  of  qualities,  or  the  particular  quality  of  each  article  offered  for  sale  to  the 
government.    By  the  mode  of  operation  thus  laid  down  the  dime  will  be  retained,  and 
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the  rest  be  immediately  given  over  into  the  hands  of  the  proprietor  by  the  functionary 
of  the  administration,  who  will  then  take  possession  of  the  prodnct,  so  as  to  dispose  of 
it  for  his  own  account,  conformably  with  the  dispositions  of  the  regulation  which  will 
be  drawn  up  on  this  point. 

In  putting  thus  into  practice,  with  regard  to  one  of  the  most  legitimate  matters, 
principles  which  experience  has  evervwhere  consecrated,  the  imperial  government  is, 
also,  certain  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  cultivators  and  of  the  tobacco,  and  likewise 
not  to  effect  in  the  least  the  rishts  and  interests  of  foreign  commerce. 

The  commercial  treaties  which  establish  that  tobacco  may  not  be  subjected  to  any  ex- 
port duty  stipulate  in  favpr  of  the  treasury  special  reserves  with  regard  to  internal 
legislation.    Moreover,  the  measures  adopted  by  the  greater  part  of  European  states 

Slace  this  product  under  an  administration  of  general  monopoly,  derogatory  to  the  free- 
om  of  commerce,  of  an  international  character. 

Nevertheless,  the  interest  of  agriculture  in  a  country  producing  tobacco  such  as 
Turkey,  offers  opposition  to  any  measure  having  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  exporta- 
tion of  this  article  to  foreign  countries.  The  interests  of  the  treasury  being  thas  in 
harmony  with  those  of  foreign  commerce,  the  imperial  government  has  decided  that 
for  all  that  concerns  tobacco  destined  to  be  exported  to  foreign  lands,  merchants  desir- 
ous of  exporting  it  may  always  procure  the  quantities  needed  by  them  at  the  cost 
prices  of  the  excise,  (rejie.) 

Under  these  conditions  the  imperial  government  hopes  to  be  able,  soon,  to  realize 
resources  both  new  and  important,  by  means  of  a  measure  which,  while  it  does  not 
produce  any  prejudice  to  agriculture,  and  no  pertnrbation  to  foreign  commerce,  is  des- 
tined to  receive  everywhere  a  favorable  reception. 

I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  communicate  to  yon  the  regulations,  which  are  at  the  present 
moment  being  drawn  np  on  the  subject.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  deemed  it  useful  to 
make  you  accquainted  with  these  new  conditions  which  will  be  applied  to  the  commerce 
of  tobacco  in  Turkey,  and  to  prevent  any  erroneous  interpretations  which  might  be 
given  to  the  intentions  of  the  imperial  government,  especially  with  regard  to  the  inter- 
ests of  foreign  commerce. 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  of  mv  perfect  consideration. 

SERVER. 


No.  465. 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Xo.  44.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constuntinopl€y  January  24, 1872.    (Received  February  21.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  the  Department  a 
change  made  by  the  Ottoman  government  in  the  position  of  the  vessel 
of  war  stationed  at  the  Dardanelles  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
firmans  of  merchant-ships  passing  downward  through  these  straits. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


rinclosuro  No.  1.— Tronslation.] 

Server  Pacha  to  Mr,  Brotcn, 

SuBUME  Porte,  Ministry  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

January  17, 187*2. 

Sir  :  As  a  supplement  to  my  cironlor  of  the  22d  November,  1871,  No.  31344,  25,  I 
liave  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  in  the  view  of  offering  a  new  facility  to  navigation, 
the  vessel  of  the  imperial  marine,  which,  conformably  with  the  second  article  of  the 
regnlations  annexed  to  the  afore-mentioned  note,  was  to  be  stationed  at  Galata  Bonmoo, 
opposite  Qallipoli,  (Dardanelles,)  has  been,  from  the  1-13  of  this  month,  anchored  oppo- 
site Lampsiens,  where  heretofore  the  firmans  of  commercial  vessels  procured  by  tiiem 
for  the  passage  downward  throngh  the  straits  must  be  delivered. 

I  reserve  the  duty  of  transmitting  you  a  copy  of  the  instructions  delivered  by  the 
imperial  admiralty  to  the  commander  of  the  vessel  appointed  for  this  service. 

In  the  mean  time  I  beg  yon,  sir,  to  have  the  goodness  to  convey  this  new  decision  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  navigation,  and  to 
accept  assurances  of  my  perfect  consideration. 
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No.  406. 

Mr,  Broicn  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  50.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinopley  February  16, 1872. 

Sir:  The  numerous  cbanges  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Ottoman 
government  since  the  decease  of  the  lat^  Grand  Vizier  Aali  Pa^ha  have 
arrested  many  of  the  cases  submitted  for  its  consideration.  To  these  1 
must  attribute  the  delay  in  the  adoption  of  a  decision  on  the  part  of 
the  new  president  of  the  Imperial  Medical  College  in  favor  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  College  at  Beirut,  regarding  which  you  were  pleased  to 
address  me  your  dispatch,  No.  7,  and  dated  July  31, 1871. 

At  the  request  of  His  Excellency  Marco  Pacha,  the  chief  physician 
of  the  Sultan  and  the  present  president  of  the  Imperial  Medical  College 
of  Constantinople,  I  recently  called  upon  him  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  the  American  college  aforementioned.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  induce  his  excellency  to  accede  to  the  request  of 
this  college  to  be  recognized  as  an  independent  medical  institution,  and 
authorized  to  deliver  diplomas  to  its  graduates.  His  excellency,  never- 
theless, decided  to  consider  it  as  a  branch  (succursale)  of  the  imperial 
college,  founded  by  the  Sultan ;  to  defray  all  of  the  expenses  of  its 
graduates  from  Beirut  to  Constantinople  and  during  their  stay  here, 
where  they  will  undergo  an  examination  (colloqium)  before  the  faculty 
of  the  imperial  college  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  diplomas  in  the  name 
of  His  Majesty,  which  will  place  them  on  a  perfect  footing  of  equality 
with  the  graduates  of  the  imperial  college,  and  enable  them  to  claim  the 
right  of  entering  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  government, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  they  will  be  free  to  exercise  their  profession  in 
private  life  should  they  prefer  to  do  so.  The  imperial  college  will  also 
render  any  service  in  its  power  to  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  American  college,  of  which  his  excellency  stated  he  had  a  high  esti- 
mation. His  excellency  was  also  pleased  to  offer  me  the  assurance  that 
the  Ottoman  government  had  decided  to  make  these  concessions  to  the 
Miedical  college  of  Beirut  in  consequence  of  the  friendly  interest  which 
you  have  expressed  in  its  welfare,  and  so-  as  to  promote  the  benevolent 
objects  of  its  founders. 

The  department  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  will  shortly  communicate 
to  me  officially  the  decision  of  *  the  Imperial  Medical  College,  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  convey  the  same  to  you. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


Mr,  Brotni  to  Mr,  Bliss. 

Lec.ation  of  the  United  States, 

€k»i8tantinoplef  February  14, 1872. 

Mv  Dear  Sik:  In  a  previous  note,  written  some  time  ^nce,  Unformed  yon  of  the 
position  of  the  qaestion  of  yonr  colle^,  and  of  my  hope  that,  in  consequence  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  to  His  Excellency  Marco  Pacha,  presi- 
dent of  the  Imperial  Medical  College,  he  would  be  induced  to  accede  to  yonr  request 
to  be  authorized  to  grant  diplomas  to  the  graduates  of  yonr  medical  college. 

After  considerable  delay  I  am  now  able  to  inform  you  of  His  Excellency's  decision, 
learned  from  himself  personally,  at  an  interview  which  I  had  with  him  to-day.  In  a 
few  days  I  shall  receive  it  officially,  from  the  Porte,  and  shall  then  communicate  it  to 
you,  and  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washin*;ton,  in  reply  to  its  dispatches  to  me. 
the  contents  of  which  sire  known  to  you. 
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Marco  Pacba  allowed  me  to  peruse  the  decision  of  the  medical  college  which  had 
been  drawn  up  for  transmission  to  the  Grand  Vizier.  I  thus  learned  that  it  still  refuses 
to  authorize  your  faculty  to  grant  diplomas.  The  Beirut  college  will,  however,  be 
constituted  as  a  branch  or  "  succursale  "  of  the  Imperial  Medical  College,  and  its  gradu- 
ates placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  those  of  the  latter.  It  will  promote  its  interests 
by  every  means  in  its  power,  and  communicate  with  it  as  a  branch  of  itself;  and  yet 
Tvithout  enabling  it  to  issue  diplomas  in  the  name  of  His  Sublime  Migesty,  the  Sultan. 
These  only  will  be  delivered  here,  after  an  examination  or  "colloqium,"  in  the  impe- 
rial college  of  the  capital.  To  enable  the  graduates  to  receive  tnese,  the  Ottoman 
government  will  defray  all  of  the  expenses  of  coming  here,  during  their  stay,  and  re- 
turn to  Beinit. 

The  examinations  will  be  made  as  early  as  possible,  and  the  diplomas  granted,  free 
from  all  fee  and  expense,  in  place  of  the  payment  of  £5,  now  required  of  medical  for- 
eign graduates,  who  must,  also,  undergo  an  examination  here  previous  to  their  being 
allowed  to  practice  their  profession  in  this  empir«.  None  of  your  graduates  will  be 
compelled  to  enter  the  service  of  the  imperial  government,  though  they  will  thus 
acquire  a  ri^ht  to  claim  it  in  case  they  so  desire.  They  will  be  left  perfectly  free  to 
return  to  Beirut,  after  receiving  diplomas,  to  practice  the  medical  profession  in  private 
life. 

Marco  Pacha  thought  these  would  prove  to  be  advantages  which  would  remunerate 
your  graduates  for  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of  coming  here  to  receive  their  diplo- 
mas, and  desired  to  impress  me  with  the  assurance  that  they  were  meant  to  be  an  evi- 
dence of  friendly  regard  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  of  consideration, 
toward  the  founders  of  the  Beirut  Medical  College. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  I  used  various  arguments  to  induce  Marco  Pacha  to  au- 
thorize your  college  to  grant  diplomas  to  your  graduates,  but  without  success.  He 
said  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Ottoman  government  to  recognize  a  foreign  medical 
college  in  the  empire ;  and  that  he  did  not  believe  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  the  governments  of  Europe,  would  do  it.  To  do  so,  he  added,  would  make  a 
precedent  in  favor  of  every  scliool  or  academy  established  by  foreigners  in  Turkey,  by 
which  they  would  claim  the  same  right. 

The  laws  of  Turkey,  he  stated,  only  authorized  the  Imperial  Medical  College,  estab- 
lished by  the  sovereign,  to  grant  diplomas ;  and  they  even  required  medical  men,  com- 
ing into  the  empire  with  diplomas  procured  from  foreign  universities  and  colleges,  to 
undergo  a  **colloqinm"  at  the  imperial  college  before  being  allowed  to  practice  their 
profession  in  the  country. 

Marco  Pacha  assured  me  of  the  strong  desire  of  the  Imperial  Medical  College  to  en- 
courage the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  forwarders  of  the  Beyrut  college  by  all  the 
means  in  its  power ;  that  he  anticipated  great  advantages  from  it  to  the  people  of  Syria, 
as  well  as  to  your  pupils,  and  therefore  felt  a  sincere  interest  in  its  welfare.  You  are 
probably  aware  that  his  excellency  is  the  principal  physician  of  His  Majesty,  the  Sul- 
tan, and  that  he  enjoys  his  confidence  in  a  very  high  degree.  I  must,  nevertheless, 
greatly  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  induce  his  excellency  to  accede  to  your  re- 
quest to  grant  diplomas  to  your  own  graduates.  I  believe  that  the  department  of  for- 
eign affairs  would  have  been  gratified  had  his  excellency  felt  it  possible  to  do  so.  The 
present  arrangement  must,  i  believe,  now  be  considered  as  a  final  one,  at  least  for  some 
time  to  come,  and  I  presume  you  will  also  so  consider  it. 

So  soon  as  I  receive  it  in  an  official  form  froni  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  I 
shall  transmit  it  to  you ;  and  in  the  mean  time  remain,  with  much  respect  and  regard, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


No.  467. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Brown, 

No.  9.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  21, 1872. 
Sir  :  Yonr  dispatch  No.  50,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  has  been  received. 
Tour  course  in  behalf  of  the  American  College  of  Medicine  at  Beirut 
is  approved.    The  privileges  conferred  upon  that  college  are  doubtless 
favorable,  and  apparently  all  that  could  be  obtained. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH.      . 
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No.  468. 
Mr.  Boker  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  5.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Constantinople^  March  22,  1872.     (Received  April  19.) 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoar  dispatch  No.  6,  and  dated 
the  25th  February,  addresse<l  to  Mr.  John  P.  Brown,  in  which  you  are 
pleased  to  direct  that  two  copies  of  the  new  regulation  on  the  subject  of 
the  rejie,  or  monopoly  of  tobacco,  be  transmitted  to  the  Department. 

The  legation  has  just  received  another  communication  from  the 
Sublime  Porte,  on  the  subject  of  the  rejie,  and  inclosing  several  copies 
of  an  official  notice,  regarding  the  grant  of  a  concession  to  certain  mer- 
chants here,  for  an  exclusive  sale  of  tobacco  in  the  capital  and  its 
environs,  during  a  fixed  t^rm  of  years ;  and  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  transmit  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  its  note  and  two  copies  of  its 
official  notice,  together  with  their  translations.  This  concession  has 
been  granted  to  the  concessiouists  for  ^£400,000  a  year.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  no  other  concessions  have  as  yet  been  granted  for 
the  other  parts  of  the  empire ;  but  it  is  believed  that  these  will  soon  bo 
given,  and  produce  for  the  government  some  $10,000,000  per  annum. 
The  prices  of  tobacco,  it  is  said,  will  now  greatly  increase,  and  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  corresponding  amount  of  smuggling,  which  is  to  be  pre- 
vented, if  practicable,  by  the  concessiouists. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  BOKER. 


[Inclosnre  No.  1.— Translation.] 

Server  Pacha  to  Mr,  Brown, 

Sublime  Porte,  Minist^rk  des  Affaires  EtrangI:re8, 

March  20,  1872. 
Sir  :  As  a  contiDuation  to  my  note  of  the  27th  December,  1871,  No.  31510,  30,  I  have 
the  honor  to  trausniit  to  you  herewith  some  examples  of  the  official  notice  containing 
the  dispositions  adopted  by  the  imperial  government  in   consequence  of  the  r^jie 
(monopoly)  of  tobacca  which  it  has  established  in  the  capital  and  its  environs. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  be  so  good  as  to  bring  these  dispositions  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  accept  assurances  of  my  perfect  con- 
sideration. 

SERVER. 


[Incloauro  No.  2.— Translation.] 
OFFICIAL  NOTICE. 

The  imperial  government  has  just  given  to  concessiouists  for  a  fixed  term,  and  under 
conditions  which  have  been  established,  the  privilege  of  the  rejie  (monopoly)  of  tobacco, 
in  Stamboul,  Galataa,  Seutari,  and  the  villages  on  the  Bosphorus,  as  well  as  their  envi- 
rons to  the  distance,  by  land,  of  three  hours,  (nine  miles,)  of  which  the  names  and 
limits  will  be  designated  later,  as  well  as  over  the  islands,  (Prince's  Islands  in  the  sea 
of  Marmora.)  The  privilege  will  be  put  in  force  six  months  from  the  date  of  the 
present  notice. 

Commencing  from  the  day  in  which  the  rejie  will  begin  to  be  put  in  execution,  the 
privilege  of  the  sale  of  tobacco  in  all  of  the  places  comprised  within- the  circle  where 
the  rejie  is  enforced  will  be  exclusively  enioyed  by  the  concession ist-s.  No  person  will 
be  allowed  to  sell  tobacco,  or  to  introduce  it  into  the  aforesaid  places.  In  case 
of  importation  the  owner  of  the  tobacco  introduced  will  be  obliged  to  sell  it  to  the 
concessiouists ;  and,  in  case  of  his  not  being  able  to  agree  with  these  jqp  the  price,  he 
must  transport  his  tobacco  beyond  the  limits  of  the  concession.     ,  ^  CjOOQli 
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Any  tobacco  iutroduced  contrary  to  this  prohibition*  in  contraband,  within  the 
limits  of  the  concession,  will  be  immediately  seized  upon.  The  smuggler  will,  more- 
over, be  liable  to  a  fine. 

Wholesale  or  retail  dealers  in  tobacco  are  obliged  to  sell  all  oC  the  tobacco  which 
they  may  have  deposited  within  the  limits  of  the  concession,  up  to  *he  period  wherein 
the  rejie  shall  come  into  force,  that  is  to  siiy,  within  the  term  of  six  mouths  from  the 
date  of  the  present  notice.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term  merchants  must  sell  the 
tobacco  remaining  on  their  hands  to  the  concessionists,  at  a  price  agreed  upon.  In  case 
that  they  do  pot  agre^  upon  the  price,  the  said  merchants  must  transport  their  tobacco 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  concession,  within  which  the  sale  of  it  is  forbidden  them. 

So  as  to  facilit-ate  the  entire  sale  of  the  tobacco  actually  within  the  limits  ai  the 
circle  of  the  concession,  up  to  the  expiration  of  the  aforementioned  term  of  six  montjis 
the  intrwluction  of  tobacco  within  the  circle  is  forbidden,  from  this  day,  to  any  othec 
persons  exclusive  of  the  concessionists.  Nevertheless  tobacco  embarked  up  "to  one 
month  from  this  date  may  be  iutroduced  in  the  places  Avhere  the  system  of  the  rejie  is 
to  be  carried  out,  and  sold  up  to  the  expiratiou  of  the  term  of  six  months,  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  Ist  of  next  September. 

Dealers  in  tobacco  who  possess  a  guidik  (special  permit  frorft  the  guild  of  tobacco- 
nists) will  have  the  right  of  buying  tobacco  from  tno  concessionists,  giving  to  them, 
however,  necessary  guarantees,  and  to  sell  at  a  price  agreed  upon.  These  merchants, 
must  be  provided,  as  l>efore,  with  a  tezkerch  (permit)  n-om  an  esnof,  (guild.) 

Constantinople,  March  1—13,  lb72. 


No.  469. 

Mr.  Boker  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  6.  Legation  of  the  United  States,  * 

Constantinople  March  24,  1872.    (Received  April  25.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  a  translation  of 
a  comufunieation  received  fix)m  the  Sublime  Porte,  together  with  a  copy 
(and  a  translation)  inclosed  therein  of  anew  law  made  by  the  Ottoman 
government,  in  the  organization  and  attributes  of  its  civil,  correctional, 
and  criminal  courts  of  Constantinople. 

Up  to  the  present  period  the  Ottoman  government  has  not  had  any. 
distinct  tribunals  of  this  character  other  than  those  based  upon  holy 
Islam  law  and  the  police  department.  Their  absence  has,  heretofore, 
been  much  felt,  and  the  present  law  fills  up  a  vacuum,  so  to  speak,  in 
the  Ottoman  courts.  Besides  the  court  of  the  "  Sheik  ul  Islam,?  a- 
religious  chief  of  the  Mussulman  religion,  and  the  minor  tribunals  of 
the  same  character,  called  "  Mekenehs,"  presided  over  by  caadies,  there 
are  others,  based  upon  the  French  system,  for  the  trial  of  commercial 
and  maritime  suits.  All  criminal  and  correctional  cases  came  before 
the  police  department  of  the  capital,  whose  attributes  were  ill-defined. 

The  capital  and  its  suburbs  are  now  divided  into  "  carinmacamliks" 
and  "  mutesarifliks,"  in  the  same  manner  as  the  provinces,  somewhat 
resembling  *'  mayoralties"  and  "  wards''  in  the  United  States,  the  high- 
est authority  over  which  is  the  supreme  council  of  justice,  sitting  as  the 
Sublime  Porte.  This  new  system  is  a  decided  improvement  over  the  old, 
and  excellent  results  may  be  expected  from  it. 

It  only  remains  to  be  said  that^  at  the  present  date,  there  are  twenty- 
three  Turkish  piasters  to  one  dollar. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  BOKER 
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fiDclMare  No.  1.— Translation.] 
Server  Pacha  to  Mr.  Brown, 

SuBUME  Porte,  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

March  30, 1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  together  with  their  translation, 
some  copies  of  the  new  law,  already  promalgated  hy  an  imperial  ordnance,  concerning 
the  organization  and  the  attributes  of  the  civil,  correctional,  and  criaiinal  courts  of 
Constantinople. 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

SERVER.  • 


[Inclonire  No.  8.— Translation.] 

IJLW  ON  THE  ORGANIZATION  AND  THE  ATTRIBUTES  OF  THE  CIVIL,  COR- 
RECTION, AND  CRIMINAL  TRIBUNALS  OF  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Chapter  L— Tribunals  of  first  instance. 

Article  1.  The  tribunals  of  first  instance  are  divided  into  two  classes,  viz,  those  of 
the  canton  and  those  of  the  ward. 

The  tribunals  of  the  canton  sit  in  the  principal  places  of  the  cantons,  (carinmacamliks,) 
and  those  of  the  wards  in  the  chief  places  of  the  mutesarifiiks  of  Constantinople  and 
its  suburbs. 

First  cUi&B,—TrihunaU  of  the  canton, 

Artice  2.  A  tribunal  of  the  canton  of  first  instance  sits  in  the  chief  places  of  the 
carinmacamliks  of  Constantinople.  It  is  composed  of  a  president,  two  members,  a 
Judge-auditor,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  clerks  and  constables. 

Article  3.  The  said  tribunals  cannot  proceed  to  the  examination  of  suits,  except 
when  tj^e  president  and  the  members  are  assembled. 

Article  4.  In  the  absence  of  the  president,  the  eldest  of  the  members  shall  take  his 
place.  In  case  that  one  of  the  members  be  absent,  or  fills  the  place  of  the  president 
provisionally,  he  will  be  replaced  by  the  orders  of  the  magistrate  presiding,  by  the 
judge  auditor. 

i^iCLE  5.  Beyond  the  affairs  which  are  within  the  competency  of  the  triliunals  of 
the  cheri,  (holy  law,)  or  may  belong  to  the  religious  authorities  of  the  non- Mussulman 
communities,  or,  indeed,  those  which  are  to  be  examined  by  special  councils  and  tribu- 
nals, the  cantonal  tribunals  of  first  instance  will  decide  dehuit«ly  on  affairs  amount- 
ing to  1,000  piasters,  or  on  an  annual  revenue  of  100  piasters,  or  also  on  facts  calling 
for  an  imprisonment  of  from  twenty-four  hours  to  one  week,  or  a  fine  of  five  migidiks 
in  silver  as  a  maximum. 

Article  6.  The  tribunals  will  take  cognizance  on  appeal  of  suits  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  5,000  piastei-s,  or  an  annual  revenue  of  500  piasters,  or  crimes  calling  for  an  im- 
prisonment of  three  months,  or  a  fine  of  5  Ottoman  pounds.  They  will  also  draw  up 
the  primary  acts  of  examination  in  criminal  matters. 

Class  II. — TrihunaU  of  the  wards  (arroudisBements)  of  first  instance. 

Article  7.  There  have  been  instituted  two  tribunals  of  wards  in  Stamboal,  a  third 
in  Pera,  and  another  in  Seutary.  Each  tribunal  of  a  ward  is  divided  into  two  sections, 
one  of  which  is  civil  and  the  other  correctional. 

ARTiciJi:  8.  Each  of  these  sections  is  composed  of  a  president  and  two  members,  to 
whom  are  adjoined  two  judge-auditors  and  a  sufficient  number  of  clerks  and  con- 
stables. 

Article  9.  The  tribunals  of  the  wards  of  first  instance  will  hold  their  sittings  con- 
formably with  the  dispositions  of  the  third  and  fourth  articles  aforementioned. 

Article  10.  A  special  regulation  will  determine  the  attributions  of  the  judge-audi- 
tors, and  the  clerks,  (greffiers,)  insomuch  as  relates  to  the  examination  of  the  suits, 
and  the  rednetion  of  the  papers  concerning  them. 

Article  11.  The  functions  of  the  constables  (huissiers)  consist  in  the  summons  and 
the  judicial  notices.    A  special  regulation  will  determine  the  forms. 

1^,  AttributUme  of  the  dvU  eecHons  of  the  tribunals  of  the  wards. 

Article  12.  Are  not  subject  to  appeal,  judgments  rendered  by  the  civil  sections  to 
the  sum  of  5,000  piasters,  or  a  revenue  (annual)  of  500  piasters.  It  is  not  allowable, 
moreover,  to  make  appeal  against  the  decisions  of  these  sections  in  causes  which. 
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though  inferior  in  principle  to  the  aforementioned  snm.  would  surpass  it  by  adding 
the  interest.  The  same  will  be  the  case  when  the  defendant  will,  on  his  side,  put  for- 
ward against  the  principal  action  a  demand  in  offset,  of  a  value  inferior  to  the  afore- 
stated  sums,  and  which  when  joined  together  the  two  claims  would  surpass  them. 

2®.  Attributions  of  the  coir€ctioii4U  sections  of  the  tribunals  of  the  wards  of  first  instance. 

Articlk  13.  The  tittribntions  of  the  tribunals  of  the  wards  will  consist  in  a  recogni- 
zance in  first  instance  of  the  offenses  and  crimes  which  may  have  been  committed 
within  the  full  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  to  removal  to  the  criiniual  courts,  the 
facts  which  establish  crimes  limiting  themselves  to  acts  of  examination.  The  correc- 
tional sections  will  decide,  without  appeal,  on  cases  of  three  months'  imprisonment, 
and  five  Ottoman  pounds  fine. 

Chapter  II.— Courts  op  appeal. 
1^  Organization  and  attributions  of  courts  qf  appeal. 

Article  14.  There  has  been  instituted  a  court  of  appeal,  which  will  hold  its  sessions 
near  the  supreme  court  of  justice.  The  court  of  appeal  will  take  co^izance,  on  the 
demand  of  the  party  interested,  of  the  judgments  in  civil  matters  given  in  first  in- 
stances by  the  tribunals  of  the  canton  and  the  ward  of  Constantinople  and  its  suburbs. 

Article  15.  The  court  of  appeal  is  composed  of  a  president,  of  four  members,  and  of 
five  judge  auditors,  to  whom  will  be  added  a  sufficient  number  of  clerks  and  constables. 

Article  16.  The  civil  tribunals  of  first  instance,  and  of  appeal,  will  conform  to  the 
principles  and  dispositions  of  the  supreme  court  of  Justice  lorthe  examination  and 
hearing  of  suits. 

2«.  On  the  organization  and  the  attributions  of  the  correctional  and  criminal  courts. 

Article  17.  There  has  been  instituted  at  the  prefecture  of  the  police  a  court  divided 
into  two  sections,  the  one  criminal  and  the  other  for  the  appeals  in  coriectional  matters. 

Article  18.  The  criminal  court  takes  cognizance  of  all  facts  which  may  arise  in 
criminal  matters  in  Constantinople  and  its  suburbs. 

Article  19.  It  is  composed  of  a  president  and  four  members,  to  whom  will  be  added 
a  sufficient  number  of  judge-auditors,  of  judges  of  instruction,  and  clerks. 

Article  20.  The  correctional  court  will  take  cognizance  in  appeal,  on  the  demand  of 
the  party  interested,  of  judgments  rendered  in  correctional  matters  of  first  instance, 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  canton  and  the  ward. 

Article  21.  The  correctional  court  is  composed  of  a  president,  of  four  members,  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  jud|^e-auditors,  of  Judges  of  instruction,  and  of  clerks. 

Article  22.  The  correctional  and  criminal  courts  will  conform  to  the  dispositions  of 
the  IVth  chapter  of  law  promulgated  the  2l8t  of  Zillaadeh,  1286,  concerning  the  tribu- 
nals of  Constantinople,  and  Chapter  III,  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  for  the  instruc- 
tion and  examination  of  suits. 

Chapter  III. — Court  op  cassation. 

Article  23.  The  court  of  cassation  (appeal  or  'annullation)  will  sit  near  the 
supreme  council  of  justice,  composed  of  two  sections— one  for  civil  matters,  and  the 
other  for  criminal  and  correctional  matters.  It  is  submitted  in  its  organization  to  the 
principles  and  dispositions  of  Chapters  I  and  III  of  the  law  of  the  supreme  council  of 
justice. 

Article  24.  The  civil,  criminal,  and  correctional  courts,  which  are  the  object  of  the 
present  law,  being  placed  under  the  dependence  of  the  department  or  ministry  of 
justice,  the  choice  and  the  nomination  of  their  president  and  their  members  will  take 
place  Dy  an  imperial  ordnance  on  the  report  of  said  ministry. 

Article  25.  The  dispositions  of  the  law  promulgated  the  21  Zilcad^,  1286,  on  the 
tribunals  of  Constantinople  and  its  suburbs,  which  are  contrary  to  the  present,  are, 
and  remain,  annulled. 

The  date  of  the  imperial  ordnance  issued  for  the  execution  of  the  present  law — 

The  21  Raniazan,  1288,  or  November  21,  1871.— (O.  ».) 
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No.  470. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Boker. 

No.  18.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  29, 1872. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  yonr  telegram, *announcing  the 
sudden  death  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Brown,  the  secretary  of  legation  and  drago- 
man. He  had  been  so  long  attached  to  the  legation,  and  had  meanwhile 
made  so  few  visits  home,  that  his  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this 
country  could  not  have  been  numerous,  and  were  in  a  great  degree  per- 
sons who  had  visited  Constantinople.  He  is  believed  to  have  been  an 
officer  who,  at  least  in  industry  and  attention  to  his  duties,  has,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  been  unexceptionable.  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  native 
of  this  country  in  some  respects  as  well  qualified  as  Mr.  Brown  was  for 
the  position.  You  will,  of  course,  make  such  temporary  arrangements 
to  supply  his  place  as  may  be  available.  I  will  also  thank  you  to  ofiPer 
my  sympathies  for  their  bereavement  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  471. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Bolter. 

No.  33.]  DEPARTirENT  OP  State, 

Washington^  July  22, 1872. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Department,  and  the  suggestion  is 
concurred  in,  that  if  the  sympathy  which  we  entertain  for  the  inhumanly 
persecuted  Hebrews,  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia, 
were  made  known  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  it 
might  quicken  and  encourage  the  elibrts  of  that  government  to  dis- 
charge its  duty  as  a  protecting  power,  pursuant  to  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  between  certain  European  states.  Although  we  are  not  a  party 
to  that  instrument,  and,  as  a  rule,  scrupulously  abstain  from  interfering, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  public  aifairs  of  that  quarter,  the  grievance 
adverted  to  is  so  enormous  as  to  impart  to  it,  as  it  were,  a  cosmopolitan 
character,  in  the  redress  of  which  all  countries,  governments,  and  creeds 
are  alike  interested. 

You  will  consequently  communicate  on  this  subject  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  in  such  a  way  as  you  may 
suppose  might  be  most  likely  to  compass  the  object  in  view. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  472. 

Mr.  Bolder  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Extract.  1 

No.  43.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  August  20,  1872.    lieceived  September  11.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  say,  in  reply  to  dispatch  No.  33,  from  the 
Department  of  State,  relating  to  the  inhuman  persecutions  of  the  He 
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brews  in  the  principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallacbia,  that  yesterday  I 
had  an  interview  with  the  Turkish  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  which 
I  represented  to  him  the  sentiments  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  presented  him  with  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  just  mentioned. 
In  reply  to  my  inquiries  the  minister  said  that  the  prejudice  against  the 
Hebrews  was  confined  to  the  people  of  Roumania,  and  that  it  was  in  no 
way  shared  or  counti^nanced  by  the  Roumanian  government  nor  by  the 
Sublime  Porte.  The  present  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Safvet  Pacha, 
holds  a  temporary  appointment,  which  he  will  resign  on  the  arrival  of 
Bjemil  Pacha,  in  favor  of  the  latter.  #  #  *  # 

Finding  that  1  could  neither  receive  nor  impart  knowledge  in  this 
quarter,  I  applied  to  the  mustichar,  or  undersecretary,'  of  the  former 
government.  By  him  I  was  assured  that  on  the  first  remonstrance  ma<le 
by  the  great  powers  of  Europe  regarding  the  persecutions  of  the  He- 
brews in  Roumania,  strong  representations  had  been  made  by  the  Otto- 
man to  the  Roumanian  government,  and  that  all  which  the  former  could 
do  had  already  been  done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  disgraceful 
popular  outbreaks. 

It  therefore  seems  a  little  unjust  to  charge  the  sins  of  Roumania 
against  Turkey,  in  which  the  latter  feels  that  she  has  no  more  moral  re- 
Sfmnsibility  than  for  the  social  enormities  committed  in  our  Territory  of 
Utah.  It  is  said  here  that  the  anti-Hebrew  riots  in  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia  were  fomented  by  intrigue,  in  order  to  prove  to  Europe  that  there 
could  be  no  safety  for  person  or  property  in  the  principalities,  save  un- 
der a  strong  government,  into  whose  waiting  paternal  arms  it  is  hoped 
that  this  fair  country  will  one  day  drop  by  the  well-recognized  law  of 
national  gravitation. 

When  Mr.  Costaforo,  the  Roumanian  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  was 
in  Constantinople  on  business  relating  to  the  persecution  of  the  He- 
brews in  his  country,  in  an  interview  which  I  had  with  him,  he  assured 
me  that  the  government  sincerely  desired  to  protect  all  classes  of  its 
subjects,  and  that  it  would  be  its  etibrt  to  prevenj  hereafter  a  recurrence 
of  any  kind  of  riots  in  the  principalities.  Mr.  Costaforo  is  now  out  of 
office,  but  I  have  received  the  same  assurances  lately  from  Prince  Ghyka, 
the  Roumanian  diplomatic  agent  in  Constantinople. 

As  for  the  past  persecutions,  bad  as  they  really  were,  their  violence 
has  been  greatly  exaggerated  by  ex-parte  statements.  I  have  read, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  British  embassador,  a  report  just  nmde  by 
the  British  vice  consul  at  Bucharest,  Mr.  St.  John,  a  judicious  gentle- 
man, in  which  he  bears  testimony  as  to  the  exaggerated  character  of 
the  early  reports.  For  example,  as  a  correction  of  what  was  then  re- 
ported as  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  St.  John  says  that  it  now  api)ears,  from 
incontestable  evidence,  that  during  the  whole  of  the  anti-Hebrew  riots 
DO  Hebrew  was  killed  and  no  Hebrew  woman  was  violated.  To  prove 
that  Mr.  St.  John  is  an  impartial  witness,  he  says,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question,  that  although  the  Hebrews  were  found  with  the  church 
property,  said  to  have  been  stolen  by  them,  in  their  possession,  and 
although  they  confessed  the  theft,  they  were  persuaded  to  make  that 
avowal  by  torture — a  facility  toward  unreserved  communication  still  in  use 
with  the  Roumanian  courts,  to  their  shame  be  it  said,  in  the  face  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  in  some  degree  to  mitigate  the 
tragical  character  of  the  first  reports  which  were  made  concerning  the 
persecutions,  and  all  true  friends  of  the  Hebrews  will  rejoice  that  their 
sufferings  were  not  so  great  as  they  appeared  to  be  to  excited  spectators 
of  the  scenes.    Only  prejudiced  partisans,  who  desire  the  Roumanian 
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goverDment  to  receive  more  than  ju8t  odium  for  its  censurable  weak- 
ness, would  have  the  facts  otherwise. 

About  the  season  of  Easter  anti-Hebrew  riots  are  looked  for,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  throughout  the  Turkish  empire.  It  is  a  relic  of  the 
Superstition,  commemorated  in  our  ancient  ballad  of  ^<  Thomas  o'  liead- 
ing,"  that  at  Easter  the  Hebrews  have  a  custom  of  immolating  a  living 
Christian  child.  The  consequence  is  that  if  any  Christian  should  dis- 
appear about  that  period — and  the  latitude  is  very  great  as  to  the  time, 
and  the  Christianity  of  the  supposed  sufferer — a  riot  against  the  He- 
brews is  the  inevitable  consequence.  This  year  there  were  such  riots  in 
the  islands  of  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  in  Smyrna,  and  in  various  parts  of 

Eussia. 

•  *  •  *  *  #  • 

I  have,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  BOKER. 


CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 
AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONSUL  AT  BUCHAREST  RELA 
TI VE  TO  THE  PERSECUTION  AND  OPPRESSION  OF  ISRAEL- 
ITES IN  ROUMANIA. 

No.  473. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Extract.] 

No.  ll.J  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bucharest,  October  6,  1871.    (Received  Nov.  2.) 

Sir:  #  .#  •  *  *  • 

Concerning  the  persecution  of  the  Jews,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
action  of  our  Government  has  realized,  thus  far,  the  moral  influence  it 
was  hoped  my  appointment  and  acceptance  of  the  position  would  exer- 
cise. 

My  official  reception  by  the  prince,  as  I  have  already  communicated, 
was  most  gracious.  The  sentiments  of  humanity  he  was  pleased  to 
express  have  been  practically  carried  out  in  a  more  jealous  regard  for, 
and  protection  of,  the  rights  of  the  oppressed  Israelites.  While  it  has 
been  impossible  to  restrain  prejudices  fostered  by  designing  men,  mostly 
for  political  ends  and  in  many  instances  for  the  purposes  of  robbery, 
every  attempt  at  open  violence  has  been  promptly  quelled  and  effective 
measures  taken  to  prevent  outrage. 

The  actual  cabinet  of  His  Highness  are  in  perfect  accord  with  his 
humane  and  enlightened  sympathies,  while  no  previous  legislature  has 
exhibited  such  marked  appreciation  of  a  question  which  affects  in  so 
vital  degree  the  moral  and  material  interests  of  the  land.  The  best 
hopes  are  cherished  by  the  friends  of  order  and  stfibility  for  the  realiza- 
tion of  the  emancipation  of  the  Jews,  and  of  a  more  just  and  enlightened 
policy  toward  strangers. 
I  am^  sir,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul. 
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No.  474. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Extract.] 

No.  18.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Bucharest^  February  6, 1872.    (Received  March  5.) 

Sir  :  I  have  to  iuforni  you  that  accounts  have  reached  here  of  deplor- 
able scenes  which  have  recently  transpired  in  several  towns  of  Bessara- 
bian  Eoumania,  and  especially  at  Ismail,  Vilcovu,  and  CJabool. 

The  poi)ulation  had  rushed  upon  the  Israelites,  devastated  their  homes, 
and  blood  had  been  shed. 

Hundreds  of  families  had  been  beaten,  despoiled,  and  driven  forth. 

Hundreds  had  fled  across  the  Danube  for  refuge  in  Turkey. 

•  ••••#• 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul. 


No.  475. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  19.]      Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bucharest^  February  7, 1872.    (Received  March  5.) 

Sir  :  The  origin  of  the  serious  riots  against  the  Israelites  of  Ismail, 
Vilcovu,  and  Cabool  is  attributed  to  a  report  circulated  in  the  former 
town,  of  a  theft  and  profanation  committed  by  an  alleged  Israelite  in 
the  cathedral  of  Ismail. 

The  thief  is  reported  to  be  a  baptized  Jew,  a  deserter  from  the  Rus- 
sian army,  and  but  three  months  resident  in  the  town. 

He  has  implicated  the  rabbin,  the  president,  and  other  elders  of  the 
Jewish  community,  as  accomplices,  who,  though  resident  for  long  years 
in  the  town,  and  bearing  hitherto  an  unimpeachable  character,  have 
been  arrested  and  thrust  into  prison. 

The  consul  of  Austria  reports  sixty  houses  demolished  in  the  Jewish 
quarter.  The  Greek  consul  is  reported  to  have  restrained  his  subjects 
from  participation  in  the  outrages. 

The  Austrian  and  English  consul  and  agent  report  that  the  Uussians 
and  Bulgarians,  who  form  the  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants,  were 
the  chief  promoters. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul. 


No.  476. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  20.]       Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bu^haresty  February  8,  1872.    (Received  March  5.) 
Sir  :  Ismail  contains  a  population  of  20,000,  of  whom  2,000  are  of  the 
Hebrew  faith.    The  assault  upon  the  Israelites  was  commenced  on  the 

.  -rOOgie 
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evening  of  the  24tb  of  December,  and  lasted  three  days ;  another  ac- 
count says  seven. 

During  this  time  the  houses  of  the  Israelites  were  broken  into,  the 
inmates  beaten  and  driven  forth,  valuables  robbed,  the  furniture  de- 
stroyed, and  the  premises  gutted.  One  hundred  families  took  refuge  in 
Tultscha,  on  the  opposite  Turkish  shore.  Some  few  found  an  asylum 
on  board  the  Austrian  national  ship  Pest ;  others  fled  to  the  fields.  The 
Austrian  subjects  were  protected  at  tfieir  consulate,  except  the  rabbin, 
who  was  arbitrarily  carried  off  and  imprisoned.  The  consul-general  of 
Austria,  resident  here,  has  made  a  demand  for  his  liberation. 

Dispatches  received  here  this  evening  confirm  accounts  of  similar 
outrages  at  Vilcovu  and  Cabool.  Thirty  families  of  the  former  j)lace 
are  reported  as  plundered,  driven  from  their  homes,  and  exposed  to  the 
rigors  of  the  season. 

At  Cabool  the  Israelites  defended  themselves,  taking  refuge  finally  in 
the  barracks ;  two  are  reported  killed,  ten  to  twelve  wounded.    The  ex- 
cesses appear  to  be  spreading,  and  are  said  to  be  instigated  by  enemies 
of  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  CotisuL 


No.  477. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  21.]       Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bucharest  J  February  9, 1872.     (Received  March  5.) 

Sir  :  Since  writing  dispatch  No.  20,  of  yesterday  morning,  I  have  re- 
ceived several  letters  and  telegrams  from  the  Jewish  communities  of 
Ismail  and  Vilcovu,  imploring  the  good  offices  of  this  consulate  with 
the  central  government  in  behalf  of  the  defenseless  and  wretched  Jew- 
ish inhabitants,  who  appear  to  be  still  suffering  from  outrages  and  ex- 
posed to  violence.  A  disputation  of  the  Jewish  community  of  Bucharest 
has  also  waited  upon  me  with  a  like  prayer  in  behalf  of  their  unfor- 
tunate co-religionists. 

I  immediately  called  on  the  authorities  and  made  known  the  contents 
of  these  communications. 

Similar  ap[)eals  were  made  to  other  consuls.  At  2  o'clock  to-day  a 
meeting  of  tlie  representatives  of  all  the  foreign  powers  was  held  at  the 
British  consulate-general,  when  it  was  resolved  to  address  a  note  iden- 
tique  to  the  Roumanian  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  said  note.  It  was  concurred  in 
by  all  the  consul-generals  present.  In  the  absence  of  the  consul- 
general  of  Prussia,  the  vice-consul  telegraphed  to  Prince  Bismarck  for 
instructions. 

Later  I  had  an  interview  with  the  prince  and  the  ministers  of  in- 
terior and  justice,  from  all  of  whom  I  received  assurances  that  effective 
measures  were  being  taken,  and  that  the  ends  of  justice  would  be  sub- 
served. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul. 
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^  [Translation.] 

Mr.  Minister:  I  have  learned  with  regret  the  deplorable  scenes  which  are  said 
to  have  taken  place  some  days  since  in  the  towns  of  Ismail  and  Caboul. 

The  population  had  rushed  upon  the  Israelites,  devastated  their  homes,  and  blood 
had  been  shed. 

I  beg  to  call  without  delay  the  attention  of  the  actual  government  on  the  serious 
dangers  which  would  arise  if  these  troubles  should  be  renewed  or  extended,  and  on 
the  necessity  of  punishing  the  authors  and  repressing  all  interior  disorders,  and  par- 
ticularly the  arbitrary  violences  to  which'  the  Israelite  race  has  so  oft«n  been  subjected, 
ftud  which  have  several  times  justified  the  remonstrances  of  the  European  govern- 
ments. 

1  am  convinced  that  the  Princier  government  will  prevent,  by  its  energy,  the  recur- 
rence of  Ml  vexations  against  the  Israelites,  and  vindicate  thus  the  principles  of 
humanity  aud  civilization. 

Receive,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  mv  high  consideration. 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO. 


No.  478. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  22.]         Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bucharest  J  February  10, 1872.     (Eeceived  March  9.) 

Sir  :  A  deputation  sent  by  the  Jewish  inhabitants  of  Ismail  waited 
upon  ine  this  morning,  and,  presenting  a  very  detailed  and  circumstan- 
tial account  of  the  recent  violences  perpetrated  in  that  town,  besought 
my  intercession  in  behalf  of  their  still  suffering  and  imperiled  con- 
dition. 

The  deputation,  composed  of  intelligent  men  long  resident  in  Ismail, 
stated  that  for  more  than  "five  years  the  Israelites  of  the  counlry  had 
been  repeatedly  subjected  to  similar  acts  of  barbarism,  and  to  this  day 
no  redress  had  been  obtained, 

"  In  depths  of  despair  they  presented  themselves  to  the  representa- 
tives of  a  Government  distinguished  the  world  over  by  its  justice, 
enlightenment,  and  humanity,  believing  that  their  unhappy  condition 
might  be  alleviated  should  an  eftbrt  be  made  in  their  behalf. 

"That  it  rested  with  the  central  government  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  wouhl  not  only  suppress  the  present  violence,  but,  by  punishment  of 
the  guilty  and  indemnity  to  the  innocent,  (never  hitherto  practiced,) 
serve  as  an  example  and  be  security  for  the  future.'' 

I  replied  that,  anxious  as  my  Government  was  to  see  the  inhabitants 
of  every  land  protected  in  their  lives  and  property,  and  a  stop  i)ut  to 
persecutions  that  disgraced  humanity,  I  could  not  officially  interfere  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  country,  unless  the  rights  of  an  American  cit- 
izen resident  herein  had  been  invaded;  that  I  had  been  told  this  was 
the  case  a  few  days  ago  respecting  one  of  the  persons  illegally  arrested 
in  Ismail,  but  upon  investigation  had  learned  otherwise. 

Nevertheless,  there  were  certain  principles  which  all  governments 
were  bound  to  respect,  and  when  these  were  outraged  nations  were 
concerned  to  see  the  barbaric  land  brought  within  the  pale  of  civiliza- 
tion. But  interference  to  this  end  was  of  the  most  delicate  of  all  pro- 
ceedings, and  was  to  be  guarded  with  jealous  circumspection. 

Happily  the  good  relations  which  1  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  the 
government  of  the  Prince  might  permit  me  to  speak  in  their  behalf 
without  being  misconstrued,  and  this  I  would  do.  At  a  later  hour  I 
saw  the  minister,  and,  at  my  request,  an  interview  was  granted  to  the 
deputation,  to  whom  he  listened  with  great  attention,  and  at  the  close: 
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requested  their  commnnication  should  be  reduced  to  writiug  and  signed, 
and  he  would  on  the  basis  thereof  grant  their  prayer  in  so  far  at  least 
as  the  appointing  of  a  special  commission.  He  added  that  strict  inves- 
tigation should  be  made,  impartial  justice  rendered,  and  the  guilty 
punished. 

To  the  extent  of  his  authority  he  remarked  he  was  resolved  to  put 
an  end  to  the  persecutions  of  the  Israelites,  and  those  who  were  culpa- 
ble of  inciting  or  practicing  such  should  be  made  to  suffer. 

As  presenting  their  version  of  the  affair,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a 
copy  of  the  petition  (translated)  presented  by  the  deputation  to  the 
minister. 

I  am  informed  that  tranquillity  has  been  restored,  and  a  sufficient 
military  force  present  to  maintain  the  i>eace. 
1  am,  &c.,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO. 


[Indosure.] 
Copy  petition  addressed  to  the  minister  of  home  affairs. 

Bucharest,  February  10,  1872. 

Mr.  Minister:  The  undersigned,  a  deputation  sent  from  the  Jewish  community  of 
Ismail,  come  to  submit  to  your  excellency  the  following  facts  respecting  the  deplora- 
ble events  which  have  transpired  at  Ismail: 

On  the  24th  of  December  (5th  January,  N.  S.)  a  rumor  was  spread  in  the  cit^'  of  a 
theft  of  some  100  ducats  and  two  small  spoons  having  been  committed  in  the  cathe- 
dral of  the  town,  and  of  the  church  having  been  profaned  by  the  wretch  who  had  per- 
Setrated  the  robbery.  Snspicion  falling  immediately  on  an  individual  called  Jacob 
ilber,  a  renegade  Israelite  of  Lithouania,  who,  deserting  the  Rnssiau  anny,  had  come 
to  Ismail  some  three  months  previous  and  was  working  at  a  tailor^s.  This  renegade, 
on  being  arrested,  first  deposed  that  he  had  committed  the  crime  in  an  undcrstauding 
with  his  master,  the  tailor,  and  that  the  stolen  objects  were  hidden  in  the  store  of  the 
house  of  the  latter.  The  premises  being  thoroughly  searched,  nothing  was  found,  but 
the  tailor  was  nevertheless  arrested.  At  len^h  the  thief,  for  reasons  he  probably 
oduld  best  explain,  made  a  second  declaration,  in  which  he  charged  that  he  had  oom- 
mitted  the  theft  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  D.  Goldschlaoger,  who,  on  the  day  of  the  rob- 
bery, he  said,  had  told  him,  "  Go  to  the  church,  steal  the  holy  objects,  bring  them  to 
me,  and  I  shall  make  you  the  richest  man  in  the  city,  and  you  shall  be  a  saint  with  the 
Jews.''  After  this  declaration  the  said  Goldschlaeger,  one  of  the  prominent  merchants 
of  that  place,  known  since  fifteen  years  as  an  honorable  and  honest  man,  was  seized, 
kept  four  days  in  the  police,  and  then  thrown  into  prison,  where  he  lies  since ;  and 
being  a  feeble  and  sickly  man,  is  in  imminent  danger  of  life.  Mr.  Goldschlaeger,  the 
day  when  the  thief  alleged  be  had  met  him  taking  a  walk  and  told  him  to  go  to  com- 
mit the  crime,  had  just  come  home  from  the  residence  of  the  undei:signed  Goldenberg, 
where,  in  deep  bitterness,  he  had,  according  to  the  prescription  of  onr  religion, 
mourned  over  the  loss  of  a  beloved  child  just  deceased  of  angina  diphterica.  Thia 
fact  is  attested  by  four  witnesses.  Moreover  our  rabbi  was  and  is  still  imprisoned 
because,  as  it  is  alleged,  the  stolen  objects  were  found  in  the  latrines  of  the  Chan  Pas- 
catoirtz,  where  live  about  forty  families,  and  where  happened  also  to  live  the  rabbi. 
This  is  the  only  gronnd  upon  which  his  arrest  has  been  made. 

We  therefore  implore  you,  Mr.  Minister,  to  set  free  these  two  innocent  men,  for 
whom  the  whole  city  is  ready  to  give  the  utmost  guarantee. 

A  certain  Dropulo,  interpreter  at  the  police,  who  came  to  ask  money  from  the  Jews, 
threatening  that  otherwise  he  would  denounce  them  as  accomplices,  in  consequence  of 
which  some  Israelites  gave  him,  out  of  fear,  one,  two,  and  three  Napoleons  each,  is  the 
man  whom  we  suspect  that,  for  motives  of  extortion,  has  instigated  the  thief  to  de- 
nounce Mr.  Goldscnlaeger  as  accomplice,  knowing  that  money  could  bo  gained  for  set- 
ting him  free.  It  is  evident,  Mr.  Minister,  that  the  whole  story  has  been  invented  to 
be  used  against  the  Israelites  and  provoke  the  barbarous  scenes  which  continued  for 
seven  days.  Many  houses  have  been  not  only  plundered  of  their  contents,  but  even 
demolished ;  many  families  have  fled  to  Tultscha,  while  others  have  been  driven  forth 
into  the  streets.  Those  of  the  rioters  who  were  arrested  were  set  free  the  same  day. 
In  spite  of  the  energy  displayed  by  the  prefect  of  police  and  Lieutenant  Sparlea,  the 
small  force  of  soldiers  could  only  guard  one  street,  while  in  others  the  mob  had  ftee 
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scope  to  act  with  all  the  fary  of  fanaticism  against  the  Israelites,  who,  far  from  being 
£^iity  of  any  offense,  were  totally  i|;norant  of  the  cause  of  their  maltreatment,  having 
no  knowledge  even  of  the  alleged  theft  aAd  profanation. 

The  arrest  of  the  most  honorable  members  of  our  oommanity  only  served  to  inflame 
and  encourage  the  mob  to  fresh  excesses. 

Mr.  Minister,  we  pray  you  to  set  at  liberty  the  two  innocent  and  unfortunate  men, 
for  whom  every  guarantee  required  will  be  given,  and  send  a  commission  to  investigate 
the  whole  matter  in  a  serious  and  impartiafmanner.  Only  such  an  examination  will 
discover  the  guilty  and  indemnify  the  innocent 

Hundreds  of  families  are  naked  and  shelterless,  mothers  and  children  are  living  in  the 
open  fields,  exposed  to  the  severities  of  the  season,  while  numerous  persons  are  threat- 
ened with  starvation. 

Help  quick,  and  Qod  will  help  you. 

Jleceive,  Mr.  Minister,  together  with  our  tears,  the  assurance  of  our  most  profound 
respect. 

THE  ISRAELITE  DEPUTATION  FROM  ISMAIL. 


No.  479. 
Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Extract.] 

No.  23.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bucharest^  February  12,  1872.  (Keceived  March  12.) 
Sir:  The  consul  of  Germany  has  called  to  inform  me  that  he  last 
evening  received  a  telegram  from  Prince  Bismarck,  instrncting  him  to 
sign  the  note  addressed  to  the  Eoumanian  government  concerning  the 
persecution  of  the  Israelites,  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  inclose 
and  refer  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  21,  of  the  9th  instant. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul. 


No.  480. 
Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Sunter. 
[Extract.] 
No.  25.J  CONSXTLATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Bucliarest^  February  15, 1872.    (Keceived  March  15.) 
Sir: 

•  •••••• 

The  Government  has  sent  a  special  commission  to  investigate  the  affairs 
at  Ismail. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

BENJ.  P.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul 
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No.  481. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  *Mr,  Hunter. 

[Exti-act.] 

No.  26.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

BucJiarestj  February  27,  1872.  (Received  March  26.) 
Sir:  Yesterday  I  was  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  from  the  Israelites 
of  Cabool,  who  besought  ray  good  offices  near  the  Roumanian  govern- 
ment, in  order  that  they  might  present  the  petition,  copy  of  which, 
translated  from  the  Roumanian,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose.  I 
procured  the  interview  desired,  and  the  minister,  having  carefully  read 
the  same,  and  interrogated  the  deputation,  promised  to  grant  the  prayer 

of  the  wretched  supplicants. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul. 

Inclosure:  Petition  of  the  Israelite  delegates  from  Cabool  to  the 
Roumanian  government. 


Traduction  from  the  Roumanian  of  the  petition  presented  to  the  government  of  Roumania  on 
Monday^  February  26, 187*2,  hy  a  deputation  sent  by  the  Israelites  of  Cabool. 

Mr.  MiNiSTEit:  Tbe  nndersisued,  delegates  from  the  part  of  the  unfortunate  Israel- 
ites  of  Cabool,  come  to  unfold  before  you  the  sinister  tableau  of  the  direful  facts  which 
have  occnrnsd  in  that  town. 

After  the  pillage  committed  at  Ismail,  several  persons  came  from  there  and  com- 
menced to  suy,  publicly,  that  they  were  going  to  imitate  the  inhabitants  of  Ismail,  and 
kill  all  the  Israelites  of  the  place.  I,  the  undersigned,  Archer  Gold,  went  immediately 
to  the  prefect  Craciunerco,  telling  him  what  I  had  heard,  and  mentioning  Mr.  F.  Vacul- 
pulo,  who  had  distinguished  himself  most  by  tlireatenlngs.  The  prefect  calmed  my 
apprehensions,  promised  to  take  immediat'C  measures,  and  sent  out  into  the  streets  some 
fifteen  soldiers.  The  next  day,  Wednesday,  the  19th  of  January,  the  threatenings  and 
the  noise  increased.  I  repaired  again  to  the  prefect,  but  received  the  answer  that  he  bad 
left  town. 

I  then  went  to  see  the,chief  of  police,  whom  I  implored  to  take  measures.  'On  Thurs- 
day a  Russian  stopped  a  Jewish  woman  in  the  street,  saying  that  he  hivd  orders  from  the 
government  to  beat  her.  The  chief  of  pulice  wanted  to  arrest  the  man,  but  a  Greek, 
called  Spirn,  rushed  upon  him,  crying,  **  Who  has  given  you  the  right  to  arrest  a  citi- 
zen f"  and  threatening  him  with  blows.  The  chief  of  police  was  forced  to  release  the 
Ruasian.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  the  Israelites,  to  avoid  conflicts,  abstained  from 
going  to  their  synaj^o^ies. 

Sunday  the  commissioner  of  police  came  to  me  to  ask  money.  I  sent  my  son  to  collect 
some  among  the  Israelites,  when  he  returned,  out  of  breath,  and  told  us  that  they  had 
commenced  to  beat  the  Jews  in  the  streets. 

Bands  of  fifty  and  one  hundred  suddenly  gathered  before  my  house,  some  of  them 
being  furnished  with  revolvers.  Seeing  that  I  and  my  sons  were  armed,  and  resolved 
to  defend  ourselves  to  the  utmost,  they  retired.  The  evening  the  commissioner  came 
to  ask  nie  to  leave  the  house,  as  the  mob  intended  to  put  fire  to  it. 

In  a  neighboring  house  there  were  also  assembled  some  armed  Jews.  One  of  them 
fired  on  the  mob,  who  threatened  with  destruction  all  who  were  within.  Two  persons 
were  wounded,  one  dangerously,  the  other  in  the  foot.  The  Israelite  who  had  thus  de- 
fended himself  was  arrested,  and  is  still  lying  in  prison. 

During  this  time  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison  summoned  the  Israelites  from  their 
bouses  and  were  taking  them  to  the  barracks.  But  while  they  were  escorting  them 
thither  there  happened  the  most  barbarous  cruelties,  the  account  of  which  alone  is 
enough  to  make  th6  heart  shudder.  Through  the  ranks  of  the  soldiers  who  surrouuded 
the  Israelites  rushed  on  the  fieinatics,  armed  with  sticks,  splitting  open  the  heads  of  some, 
breaking  the  arms  of  others,  wounding  a  great  number,  and  perpetrating  other  un- 
heard-of crimes,  without  the  soldiers  making  any  movement  toward  defense.  The  way 
to  the  barracks  was  marked  with  the  smoking  blood  of  the  unhappy  victims. 

In  the  barracks  gathered  more  than  one  thousand  Israelites,  who  remained  there  for 
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three  days  without  food.  The  dreadful  anguish  of  miud  caused  two  pregnant  women 
to  be  prematurely  confined  in  midst  of  the  crowded  multitude.  The  husband  did 
not  know  of  his  wife,  the  parent  bis  child.  An  apathy,  touching  dementia,  prevailed, 
heart-rending  to  behold.  One  evening  the  commander  came  to  tell  the  wretches  that 
the  mob  were  going  to  fire  through  the  windows,  and  advised  them  to  bend  down  to 
the  floor  in  order  not  to  be  struck  by  the  balls ;  and  yet  the  soldiers  did  nothing  to  de- 
fend them  ;  not  one  gun  was  discharged  against  those  who  manifested  their  deadly 
purpose. 

While  the  Israelites  were  lying  in  the  barracks,  their  homes,  exposed  without  protec- 
tion, were  completely  devastateil.  The  doors  were  forced  open,  the  windows  broken, 
the  ceilings  destroyed,  the  floors  pulled  up  ;  they  broke  the  furnitures,  demolished  the 
walls,  plundered  and  carried  away  all  valuables.  Our  goods  and  our  money  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  robbei-s.  At  a  certain  Mr:  Holban's  (lawyer)  many  objects  have  since 
been  found  hidden.  Our  synagogues  were  devastated  and  converted  into  cess-pools,  • 
and  the  holy  books  torn  and  thrown  into  the  tilth.  Now  the  misery  is  at  its  height. 
Those  who  some  days  previous  were  well  off  are  now  reduced  to  extreme  poverty. 
Their  houses  are  in  ruins ;  they  are  lacking  their  daily  bread,  shelter,  and  clothing  to 
protect  them  against  the  cold.  Hundreds  are  lying  upon  straw  with  their  bleeding 
wounds.    The  two  daughters  of  a  poor  widow  were  violated  in  a  most  brutal  manner. 

The  authorities  did  nothing  to  prevent  the  excesses.  The  procuror  of  Fokshaus  re- 
fuses even  to  look  at  the  damages.  The  proprietor,  Karavassile,  who  had  ofiVsred  us 
1,500  ducats  to  sign  a  declaration  stating  that  the  Greeks  had  taken  no  part  in  the  riot, 
gave  a  ball  to  the  procuror,  which  seems  to  have  completely  changed  his  feelings. 

The  Russians  were  constantly  saying  that  they  had  received  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment to  kill  all  the  Jews;  others  said  they  hod  these  orders  from  the  Russian  consul. 
The  garde-frontiers,  who  had  gone  with  their  sergeant-m%jor  Florescn  to  Leova,  mal- 
treated the  Je^s  in  every  village  they  passed  through,  stating  that  the  government 
had  sent  them  orders  to  this  end. 

The  local  administration  we  believe  to  be  accomplices  in  the  riot,  for  the  slightest 
attenipt  to  repress  the  mob  would  have  been  successful,  as  was  evidenced  at  Chilia, 
where  nothing  bnt  the  whip  of  the  chief  of  police  had  the  effect  of  putting  to  the  rout 
those  who  had  gathered  for  a  similar  purpose. 

We  estimate  the  losses  sustained  by  our  community  at  40,000  ducats.  Our  sufferings 
have  been  intense;  we  feel  how  inadequate  we  are  to  express  the  misery  we  have  en- 
dured ;  we  come  to  you,  Mr.  Minister,  for  justice.  We  ask  that  a  special  commission, 
composed  of  citizens  of  Bucharest,  in  whom  the  government  reposes  confidence,  be 
selected  to  visit  our  town  and  make  an  investigation,  both  with  reference  to  the  facts 
we  have  here  but  feebly  portrayed,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  the  amount  and  character  of 
our  losses,  that  the  guilty  may  be  punished  and  we  innocent  sufferers  of  wanton  bru- 
tality indemnified.  In  the  name  or  our  brethren  exposed  to  similar  acts,  we  also  invoke 
that  a  law  be  presented  to  the  now  sitting  chambers,  holding  each  community  responsi- 
ble for  similar  acts  of  vandalism. 

We  implore  prompt  action  of  the  government :  only  such  can  rescue  us  from  and 
prevent  recurrence  of  misfortunes.  In  the  name  of  God,  in  the  name  of  our  frenzied 
wives,  our  weeping  children,  our  starving,  shelterless  multitude,  we  ask,  we  demand 
this  justice. 

We  c<m»e,  charged  by  our  community,  who  yet  repose  contidense  in  the  humanity 
and  virtue  of  our  Prince  and  in  you,  Mr.  Minister,  in  whose  hands  rests  the  adminstra- 
tiou  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country. 
With  profound  respect, 

ARCHER  GOLD, 
MICHEL  GOLD, 
Delegates  sent  from  the  Israelite  Community  of  Cahool, 


No.  482. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Peixotto. 

No.  26.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  1,  1872. 
Sir:  Your  dispatcli  No.  26,  of  the  27th  of  February  last,  has  been 
received.    Your  proceedings  in  presQpting  the  petition  of  the  Israelites 
of  Cabool  to  the  Boumanian  government  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

W.  HUNTEE, 
Second  Assistant  Secreta^^^^ 
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:So.  483. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Peixotto. 

No.  28.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  10,  1872. 

Sir  :  Among  the  large  number  of  Israelites  in  this  country  there  are 
probably  few  whose  sympathies  have  not  been  intensely  excited  by  the 
recent  intelligence  of  the  grievous  persecutions  of  their  co-religionists 
in  Boumania.  This  feeling  ha^s  naturally  been  augmented  by  the  con- 
.trast  presented  by  the  position  of  members  of  that  persuasion  here,  who 
are  equals  with  all  others  before  the  law,  which  sternly  forbids  any 
oppression  on  account  of  religion.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
people  of  this  country  universally  abhor  persecution  anywhere  for  that 
Ciiuse,  and  deprecate  the  trials  of  which,  according  to  your  dispatches, 
the  Israelites  of  Eoumania  have  been  victims. 

This  Government  heartily  sympathizes  with  the  popular  instinct  upon 
the  subject,  and  while  it  has  no  disposition  or  intention  to  give  offense 
by  impertinently  interfering  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Roumania,  it  is 
deemed  to  be  due  to  humanity  to  remonstrate  against  any  license  or 
impunity  which  may  have  attended  the  outrages  in  that  country.  You 
are  consequently  authorized  to  address  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  of  the  principalities,  in  which  you  will  embody  the  views  herein 
expressed,  and  you  will  also  do  anything  which  you  discreetly  can,  with 
a  i^easoiiable  prospect  of  success,  toward  preventing  a  recurrence  or 
continuance  of  the  persecution  adverted  to. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  484. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Extract.] 

No.  28.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

BucJuxrest,  April  5, 1872.    (Received  April  25.) 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  reply,  with  translation,  of  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  to.  my  note  of  February  9,  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  in  ray  dispatch  No.  21. 

A  precisely  similar  response  has  been  received  by  each  of  the  other 
consuls. 

The  procuror-general,  referred  to  in  the  ministers  note,  ha«  returned 
and  made  a  report  to  the  government.  He  has  permitted  me  to  see  this 
report.  After  making  a  careful  investigation,  he  completely  exonerates 
every  Israelite  from  any  participation  whatsoever  in  the  alleged  theft 
and  desecration  of  the  church.  The  evidence  he  obtained  shows  it  was 
committed  by  a  renegade  from  the  Russian  army,  an  apostate,  who  had 
resided  but  three  months  in  Ismail,  and  who,  by  his  own  confession, 

made  in  open  court,  has  been  three  times  convicted  in  Russia  of  crime. 

•  •••••• 

Notwithstanding  this  report  the  ^ve  Israelites  arrested,  including  the 
rabbin  and  president  of  the  community,  are  still  confined  and  committed 
to  stand  trial  as  common  felons  on  the  15th  instant. 

Forty-six  of  the  principal  rioters  of  Cabool  have,  in  the  meanwhile, 
been  liberated.    The  knowledge  of  this  fact,  transmitted  to  the  cabinet 
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at  London,  has  caused  Lord  Granville  to  send  a  second  dispatch  to  the 
English  consul,  instructing  him  to  again  remonstrate  with  the  govern- 
ment. 

It  seems  to  be  every  day  more  apparent  that  nothing  but  the  direct 
intervention  of  the  foreign  powers,  who  have  the  right  under  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  will  put  an  end  to  the  internal  disorders  resulting  from  the 
serious  persecutions  of  the  Hebrews. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO, 

United  States  Consul 


[Translation.] 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  No.  1142. 

Bucharest^  7-19«A  Februaryy  1872. 

Mr.  Consuiz-General  :  Before  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to 
address  nie  on  the  'Qth  of  February,  No.  126,  the  government  of  the  prince  was  aware 
of  the  deplorable  events  which  had  transpired  at  Ismail  and  Cabool,  and  it  had  made 
it  a  poiut  to  repress  them  with  all  the  energy  which  was  demanded  by  the  principles 
of  order,  hnmanity,  and  civilization. 

I  am  the  first  to  condemn,  Mr.  Consul-General,  the  acts  of  violence  of  which  the  pop- 
alatiun  of  said  towns  have  been  gnilty  toward  the  Israelites.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
jnst,  if  we  are  to  form  an  impartial  jndgraeut  in  relation  to  the  event  in  question,  to 
search  for  the  cause  which  gave  rise  to  the  excitement  of  the  popnlation.  It  is  now 
clearly  shown  by  the  examination  which  has  been  made  that  these  disorders  only  took 
place  in  consequence  of  an  impious  and  audacious  theft  committed  by  Jews  in  the 
cathedra]  of  the  town  of  Ismail. 

The  ^^vity  of  these  two  facts  renders  it  our  duty  to  search,  with  all  necessary  im- 
partiality, for  the  parties  who  were  guilty  of  the  theft,  and  for  the  ringleaders  in  the  dis- 
orders, so  as  to  proceed  against  them  with  equal  vigor.  To  this  effect  we  have  already 
sent  the  attorney-general  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  the  capital  to  the  spot. 

Not  being  for  the  moment  in  a  position  to  know  all  the  details  of  the  affair  in  ques- 
tion, I  shall,  before  communicating  them  to  ^on,  Mr.  Consul-General,  await  the  subse- 
?nent  results  of  the  examination,  which  is  now  l>eing  actively  prosecuted.  But 
do  not  hesitate  now  to  add,  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  insure  the  respect  due 
to  the  law,  and  that  the  government  is  firmly  resolved  to  combat  all  elements  of  .dis- 
order wherever  they  may  be  found. 

Receive,  Mr.  Consul-Generali  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

G.  COSTA-FORO. 


No.»485. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

No.  30.]          Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bucharest,  April  19,  1872.    (Received  May  13.) 

Sir  :  On  Monday,  the  15th  instant,  at  Buz^o,  the  five  Israelites,  includ- 
ing the  rabbi  and  the  president  of  the  community,  accused  as  accom- 
plices of  the  thief  Silberman,  were  tried  and  condemned  to  three  years' 
imprisonment. 

This  verdict  was  given  in  face  of  the  most  positive  evidence  of  their 
innocence,  the  thief  himself  confessing  to  his  guilt  and  exculpating 
them,  and  the  attorney-general  declaring  that  he,  although  public  pros- 
ecutor, must  abandon  the  accusation,  there  being  absolutely  no  case, 
adding  that  he  was  astounded  that  the  court,  of  putting  in  accusation  of 
Foksani,  should  have  held  these  unhappy  men  for  three  months  on  such 
baseless  testimony. 

On  Wednesday,  the  18th  instant,  the  individuals  accused  of  the  gravest 
44  FB  o   ^ 


690  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

excesses  against  the  Israelites  of  Vilcor,  and  whose  guilt  was  proved 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  were  acquitted  en  bloc. 

Those  of  Oabool  will  be  tried  to-day,  when  the  same  result  will  no 
doubt  be  reached.  These  two  verdicts,  following  each  other,  so  gravely 
I>eriling  the  security  of  the  Israelite  population  during  the  impending 
(Greek)  Easter,  has  led  the  di'plomatic  and  consular  corps,  in  obedience 
to  the  general  and  special  instructions  received  from  their  respective 
governments,  to  unite  in  a  collective  note  to  the  Princier  government* 
copies  of  which  (in  the  original  French  and  English  translation)  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  transmit. 

All  the  members  of  the  (^orps  at  present  in  the  city,  except  the  Kussian, 
have  signed  the  same. 

1  trust  it  will  have  the  approbation  of  the  President 
I  am,  sir,  &c.,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO. 


BucHARi;§T,  April  18, 1872. 
The  undersigned  deem  it  their  dnty  to  address  to  the  government  of  the  prince, 
coHectively,  and  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the  verbal  observations  which  most  of 
them  have  been  ordered  by  their  governments  to  present  to  it  in  relation  to  the  Jsrael- 
itish  question.  They  cannot,  in  the  first  place,  help  expressing  their  astonishment 
that  tne  result  of  the  investigation,  ordered  in  Roumanian  Bessarabia  more  than  two 
months  since,  has  not  yet  been  communicated  to  them,  notwithstanding  the  assurance 
contained  in  the  note  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  bearing  dace  of  the  7-19th  of 
February*  last. 

They  have,  morever,  learned  with  profound  regret  that,  after  having  condemned 
several  Israelites  to  severe  penalties,  tne  prosecution  of  whom  was  abandoned  by  the 
public  ministry  itself,  the  court  of  assizes  at  Buz^  has  acquitted  all  the  individuals 
who  were  charged  with  having  committed  the  gravest  excesses  and  crimes  against  the 
Jewish  ][K>pulation  of  the  town  of  Vilcor.  The  undersigned  see,  in  this  double  ver- 
dict, an  indication  of  the  dangers  to  which  Israelites  are  exposed  in  Roumauia,  the 
imminence  of  which,  at  the  approach  of  the  Easter  holidays,  justified  the  steps  recently 
taken  by  them  simultaneously  near  the  government  of  the  prince. 

The  governments  of  the  undersigned  will  judge  whether  the  impunity  which  has 
been  enjoyed  by  the  assailants  of  the  Jews  is  not  of  amature  to  encourage  a  repetition  of 
scenes  of  violence  ^uite  unworthy  of  a  civilized  country,  which,  as  such,  ought  to  insure 
freedom  and  security  to  all  religious  denominations. 

THIELAN,  (Germany,) 
8CHLECHTA,  {Austria,  Hungary,) 
-        PEIXOTTO,  ( United  States.) 
G.  LE  SOUARD,  {France.) 
J.  GREEt'f,  {Great  Bntain.) 
NEAN08,  {Greece.) 
GLORIA,  {Italy.) 


No.  486. 

Mr.  Peixotto  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  31.]       Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bucharest,  May  5, 1872.  (Received  May'29.) 
Sir  :  I  baTe  the  houor  to  acknowledp^e  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch, 
No.  28,  of  the  10th  of  April.  My  dispatch  No.  30,  of  the  19th  of  April, 
aud  previoas  dispatches  will  have  shown  you  that  I  had  anticipated  the 
])reseut  iustructions,  and,  pervaded  by  a  proper  sense  of  the  general 
views  you  gave  me  in  person  while  in  Washington,  in  December,  1870, 
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have  acted  in  consonance  with  the  directions  which  you  are  now  pleased 
to  express  in  even  more  specific  language. 

As  I  predicteif  in  my  dispatch  No.  30,  the  jury  in  the  case  of  the 
Oabool  rioters  have  brought  in  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  thus  setting  at 
liberty  those  Ku-Klux  of  Eoumania  who  continually  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  country  and  bid  defiance  to  all  laws  except  those  of  their 
own  bad  passions. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  news  I  had  an  interview  with  the  minister, 
and  represented  that,  while  having  no  disposition  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  country,  and  especially  in  no  sense  to  meddle  with 
the  administration  of  justice,  I  could  not  be  insensible  to  the  grave 
dangers  attending  the  result  of  these  trials,  and  my  belief  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  prince  would  take  measures  to  restrain  such  impunity 
and  license,  which  might  otherwise  prove  fatal.  I  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  convicted  Israelites  would  be  afforded  a  new  trial,  or,  in  the 
event  of  no  better  result  being  hoped  for,  they  would  be  set  at  liberty. 

The  minister  assured  me  that  he  greatly  deprecated  the  verdicts  given, 
and  that  he  would  lose  no  time  in  recommending  to  the  prince  the 
extension  of  his  grace  in  behalf  of  the  condemned. 
I  am,  &c.^ 

BENJ-.  F.  PEIXOTTO. 


No.  487. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Peixotto. 

No.  30.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  13,  l872. 

Sm :  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch  No.  30,  of  the  19th' 
ultjimo,  accompanied  by  a  co^  of  a  remonstrance  addressed  by  the  rep- 
resentatives of  foreign  governments  at  Bucharest  to  that  of  the  princi- 
palities, against  recent  maltreatment  of  Israelites  there. 

The  Department  approves  .your  taking  part  in  that  remonstrance. 
Whatever  caution  and  reserve  may  usually  characterize  the  policy  of 
this  Government  in  such  matters  may  be  regarded  as  inexpedient  when 
every  guarantee  and  consideration  of  justice  appear  to  have^been  set  at 
defiance  in  the  course  pursued  with  reference  to  the  unfortunate  people 
referred  to.  You  will  not  lie  backward  in  joining  any  similar  protest, 
or  other  measure  which  the  foreign  representatives  there  may  deem  ad- 
visable, with  a  view  to  avert  or  mitigate  further  harshness  toward  the 
Israelites  residents  in,  or  subjects  of,  the  principalities.  * 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


No.  488. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Peixotto. 


No.  32.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  13,  1872. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  No.  31,  of  the  5th  of  May  last,  relative  to  the 
persecution  of  the  Hebrews  in  Eoumania,  has  been  received.    ,oOqIc 
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The  representations  which  you  have  piade  to  the  Eoumaniau  govern- 
ment upon  the  subject  are  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER. 


No.  489. 

Mr.  Peixoito  to  Mr.  FM. 

[Extract.] 

No.  33.]        Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Btwharestj  June  24,  1872.    (Received  July  18.) 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  30,  of  the  13th  of  May,  and  the  instructions  therein  contained  have 
been  strictly  complied  with.  While  the  timely  action  of  the  consular 
corps,  by  their  collective  note,  and  which  I  was  happy,  as  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  first  note,  to  have  evoked,  had  the  unquestioned  effect  of 
rousing  the  Roumanian  government  to  the  dangers,  and  of  taking  the 
utmost  precautions  against  renewed  disturbances  iduring  the  Greek 
Easter  holidays,  and  to  have  effectually  prevented  such,  I  regret  to 
say  that  beyond  this  no  substantial  results  in  the  interest  of  justice  and 
humanity  have  been  obtained.  The  rioters  of  Ismail  and  the  other 
contiguous  towns  of  RouraauiaBessarabia,  like  those  of  Vilcor  and 
Oabool,  at  Buz^o,  were  each  and  all  acquitted  before  the  jury  at  Braila. 

These  several  decisions,  it  is  contended,  will  outlaw  the  claims  of  the 
sufferers  for  indemnification,  amounting  to  over  600,000  francs. 

Th^  prince,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  from  the  representations  which 
I  was  enabled  to  lay  before  him,  used  his  prerogative  in  so  far  as  setting 
*at  liberty  Rabbi  Brandesand  Mr.  Goldschlager,  two  of  the  five  Israelites 
condemned  by  the  Buz6o  jury  to  three  years'  solitary  confinement,  but 
the  other  three  were  only  so  far  fortunate  as  to  have  had  their  terms  re- 
duced and  the  imprisonment  modified  to  correctional  confinement. 

The  evidence  of  innocence  in  their  case  was  scarcely  less  strong  than 
in  that  of  the  two  others,  consequently  they  may  be  regarded  as  victims 
of  political  necessity. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that,  through  the  humanity  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  of  Europe,  I  have  been  made  the  medium  of 
conveying  succor  to  the  sufferers  in  the  rec^t  riots,  and  have  thus  far 
been  enabled  to  transmit  through  trusted  sources  nearly  40,000  francs. 

The  sufferings  •  •  •  ♦  of  the  Israelites  of  this  country  have  at 
length  aroused  the  people  of  the  civilized  world  to  utter  their  emphatic 
protests.  The  parliaments  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  Italy  have 
given  expression  to  sentiments  of  condemnation  previously  utU'red  by 
the  entire  European  press.  A  great  meeting  has  been  held  at  the  Man- 
sion House,  London,  participated  }ii  by  forty  members  of  parliament 
and  distinguished  men  from  all  creeds  and  professions,  while  the  British 
cabinet  have  been  in  active  correspondence  with  the  other  cabinets  of 
the  guaranteeing  powers  to  evoke  some  definite  solution  based  upon  the 
treaties  of  Paris  of  1856  and  1858  relating  to  these  principalities. 

It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  action  already  taken, 
and  that  contemplated,  by  the  powers  directly  partaking  of  political  con- 
trol is  likely  to  hasten  the  results  had  in  view  by  our  Government  when 
in  my  appointment  it  sought  to  exercise  a  moral  influence  in  the  same 
direction.  C"ninin]i 
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May  I  be  permitted  to  urge  that  a  note  addressed  to  our  ministers 
at  the  courts  of  Saint  James,  *Berlin,  Paris,  Vienna,  St.  Petersburg, 
Eome,  and  ConstJiutinople,  instructing  them  to  use  all  mor^l  efforts  to 
advance  the  solution  of  a  question  the  importance  of  which  is  already 
recognized  by  these  powers,  would  be  received  in  the  friendliest  manner 
and  attended  with  the  happiest  effect  in  promoting  a  common  under- 
standing, which  alone  appears  necessary  to  induce  united  action. 
I  am,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO. 


No.  490. 

Mr,  Peixotto  to  Mr.  IHsh. 

[Extract.] 

No.  34.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bucharest^  June  29,  1872.    (Received  July  25.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  printed  copy  in  French , 
with  translation  in  English,  of  the  circular  note  addressed  by  Mr.  Costa- 
foro,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  agents  of  Boumania  abroad,  to- 
gether with  two  printed  articles  in  German,  with  English  translations, 
extracted  from  the  New  Free  Press  of  Vienna,  the  leading  journal  of 
the  continent.  For  some  time  I  questioned  the  propriety  of  transmitting 
Mr.  Costaforo's  note,  inasmuch  as  he  had  furnished  no  copy.  *    •     • 

Desirous,  however,  that  you  should  be  put  in  possession  of  all  phases 
and  of  both  sides  of  the  question,  I  have  determined  to  send  yon  the 
same,  not  doubting  your  ready  appreciation  of  the  points  at  issue,  and 
simply  remarking  that  the  attempted  denial  or  belittling  of  the  recent 
riots  is  only  in  consonance  with  the  policy  which  has  always  been 
adopted  by  the  Eoumanian  government  ou  this  question. 

Mr.  Costaforo  is  now  at  Constantinople  pleading  his  cause  before  the 
Sultan,  who,  though  generally  scandalized  at  all  other  times,  is  resorted 
to  whenever  storms  exceed  the  laying  of  the  home  government. 
I  -am,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO. 


[Inolosare  3  Id  No.  34. — Translatioii.] 
CIRCULAR  NOTE  TO  THE  AGENTS  OF  ROUMANIA  ABROAD. 

Bucharest,  April  27,  (May  9,)  1872. 

Sir:  The  conrt  of  assizes  of  Baz^o  has  jnst  proaounced  apon  the  audacious  and 
impious  crime  committed  toward  the  eud  of  the  mouth  of  December,  in  the  cathedral 
of  Ismail,  a  crime  which  has  aj^ain  excited  the  passious  of  the  people  ap^ainst  the  Jews, 
as  well  at  Ismail  aS  at  Wilcow  and  Cahul.  A  sentence  of  five  years'  imprisonment 
was  passed  again t  the  principal  author,  Moses  Samson,  alias  J.  Silbermann  ;  the  Jews, 
Strubl  Waismanu,  A.  Praismann,  Haim  David  Goldschlaeger,  and  the  rabbi  Alter 
Braudes,  being  condemned,  as  accomplices,  to  three  years'  imprisonment. 

The  government,  who  have  not  failed  fh>m  the  commencement  of  this  unfortunate 
affair  to  take  the  most  energetic  measures  for  the  re-establishment  of  order,  and  its 
maintenance  in  the  event  of  any  fresh  outbreak,  have,  in  the  very  matter  in  which 
jnstice  had  taken  its  course,  given  a  new  proof  of  their  equitable  and  conciliat9ry  dis- 
position, diminishing  by  the  right  of  pardon  the  rigor  of  a  definitive  decree. 

On  the  report  of  the  minister  of  jnstice,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  His  Highness  the 
Prince,  onr  august  sovereign,  has  granted  a  free  pardon  to  two  of  the  prisoners,  and 
commuted  the  punishment  of  the  three  others,  who  could  merely  be  liable  to  a  correc- 
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tional  penalty.    The  principal  author  alone  will  have  to  undergo  the  fnll  punishment 
to  which  he  has  been  condemned. 

I  will  now  draw  your  attention,  Monsieur  TAgent,  to  the  different  appreciations  of 
the  late  events,  which,  being  based  for  the  most  part  on  inaccurate  information,  have 
naturally  resulted  in  re-opening  the  Jewish  question,  a  question  destined,  it  would 
seem,  whenever  it  is  mooted,  to  assume  proportions  calculated  to  compromise  the  secur- 
ity of  the  country.  « 

In  fact,  as  soon  as  any  matter  of  a  certain  importance  gives  rise  to  complaint  on  the 
part  of  Jews  residing  in  Roumania,  the  newspapers  immediately  seize  upon  it,  make 
the  most  of  it,  and  exaggerate  its  nature  and  fa«aring;  and  the  falsest  news,  exciting 
the  most  enlightened  minds  against  the  country  and  the  government,  are  finally  accepted 
by  the  cabinets  of  the  great  powers. 

This  system  has  beeu  going  on  for  many  years,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  assurances 
given  by  the  ^vemment,  and  their  incessant  exertions,  which  have  succeeded  sinoe 
the  year  1869  m  re-establishing  tranquillity  among  the  Christian  and  Jewish  centers  of 
population,  all  unfavorable  circumstances  are  eagerly  availed  of  to  call  in  question  the 
^ood  faith  of  the  government,  and  to  require  a  settlement  of  the  lot  of  the  Jews  bj 
lorei^  intervention. 

It  is-therefore  of  importance.  Monsieur  TAgent, to  re-establish,  before  everything,  the 
tnith,  both  as  to  the  events  which  have  recently  taken  place  at  Ismail,  and  as  to  the 
general  state  of  the  Jewish  question  in  Roumania.  You  will  thus  succeed  in  securing 
in  our  favor  the  benevolent  support  of  the  civilized  powers,  who,  on  bein^  better  en- 
lightened as  to  our  situation,  will  not,  I  have  every  confidence,  fail  to  aid  us  in  sur- 
mounting the  difficulties  we  seek  to  avoid,  and  which  are  incessantly  being  created 
for  us. 

Thus,  without  taking  into  account  the  just  indignation  which  the  sacrilege  commit- 
ted in  the  cathedral  and  the  impious  robbery  of  the  sacred  objects  would  have  j^roduced 
in  any  country,  especially  among  the  lower  classes  of  society,  it  has  been  sought  in 
every  possible  way,  in  spite  of  the  repeated  assurances  of  the  government,  to  give  im- 
mense proportions  to  some  devastations  which  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  first 
ebullition  of  the  public  mind,  and  before  the  authorities  could  re-establish  tranquillity. 
In  these  regretable  acts,  which  could  easily  have  been  explained  if  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  produced  had  been  carefully  studied,  there  has  been  seen  a  system  of 
persecution  against  the  Jews/and  it  has  been  sought  to  make  the  whole  country  re- 
sponsible for  a  few  scenes  of  local  disorder  stirred  up  by  an  odious  deed.  Must  we  not 
conclude,  then,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  no  longer  to  be  silent  upon  a  question 
which  has  beeu  more  than  onee  successfully  invoked  to  the  detriment  of  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  of  the  Jewish  population  itself. 

Even  now,  that  everything  has  long  been  restored  to  order,  and  that,  owing  to  the 
energetic  measures  taken  by  the  government,  the  fear  that  new  troubles  might  occur 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Easter  holidays  is  completely  removed,  now  that  we  had  a  right 
to  believe  that  the  truth  had  at  length  come  to  light,  and  that  it  is  recognize<l  by  the 
evidence  of  the  facts  established  on  the  spot  by  the  agents  of  the  foreign  powers 
themselves,  that  not  a  single  Jew  has  been  killed  or  wounded,  that  no  woman  has  been 
violated,  and  that  the  importance  of  the  havoc  committed  had  been  exaggerated,  we 
see  with  grief  that  eminent  and,  we  doubt  not,  sincere  men,  go  so  far  as  to  believe  that 
it  is  conducive  to  the  success  of  the  cause  to  exhibit  in  foreign  parliaments  frightful 
pictures  of  persecution,  murders,  rapes,  and  other  atrocities,  which  have  had  no  exist- 
ence either  at  Ismail,  or  at  Cabool,  or  at  Wilcow,  where  the  tumults  took  place. 

We  do  not  seek  to  extenuate  the  ^avity  of  the  wrong  that  has  been  done,  and  we 
are  under  no  delusion  as  to  the  importance  attached  by  the  ^i'eat  powers  to  this 
Jewish  question ;  but  we  also  ask  ourselves,  with  a  good  conscience,  how  a*govern- 
meut,  actuated  by  the  best  intentions,  and  incessantly  giving  proofs  of  the  sincerity 
of  their  intentions,  could  succeed  in  conquering  the  difficulties  by  which  they  are 
beset,  when  they  have  to  contend  against  a  system  tending  to  exaggerate  the  com- 
plaints, without  taking  into  account  the  causes  producing  them,  and  seeking  to  cause 
to  be  forgotten  the  enormous  difference  between  the  Jews  of  Western  Europe  and 
Jews  massed  together  by  hundreds  of  thousands  and  occupying  almost  exclusively 
many  towns  in  Roumania.  » 

We  will  not  conceal  from  you.  Monsieur  TAgent,  on  the  other  hand,  the  bad  impres- 
sion produced  upon  the  government  of  the  prince  b.^  the  verdict  of  acquittal  just  pro- 
nounced by  the  jury  of  Buzeo  in  favor  of  several  of  the  prisoners.  But  if  we  may  be 
allowed  to  observe  the  character  of  this  institution,  even  in  the  most  civilized  societies, 
whence  we  have  derived  it,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  there  has  often  been 
occasion  to  deplore,  in  the  verdicts  of  juries,  the  fatal  influences  exercised  on  the 
minds  of  citizens  called  upon  to  Judee  their  equals  by  the  prejudices  or  the  passions  of 
the  raoibent  which  have  made  them  deviate  from  the  straight  path  of  justice.  The  Rou- 
manian government  has  had  to  regret,  on  more  than  one  occasion  and  at  different 
periods,  such  deviations,  and  has  not  failed,  in  consequence  of  them,  to  lay  before  the 
chamber  the  modifications  they  considered  it  necessary  to  introduce  into  the  Jury-law. 
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We  are  convinced  that  the  legislature  will  make .  it  their  business  to  study  and  im- 
prove this  law  during  the  next  session. 

We  must,  however,  bear  in  mind  the  general  and  excessive  excitement  of  the  popular 
mind  consequent  on  the  profanation  of  the  church,  and  especially  at  the  moment  of 
finding,  after  five  days'  search,  the  cross  and  the  sacred  objects  in  the  drains  of  a  house 
inhabited  by  Jews,  where  they  had  been  thrown  by  the  Israelites  A.  Pcaismann  and 
Haim  David.    This  deed  has  been  proved,  and  can  no  more  be  called  in  question. 

Ify  in  consequence  of  the  great  difficulties  attendant  upon  an  examination  diligently 
prosecuted  during  several  months,  certain  judicial  errors  brought  about  the  indictment 
of  the  Rabbi  Brandes,  and  of  David  Goldschlaeger,  whom  the  ehief  culprit  had  de- 
nounce as  accomplices  aud  instigators  of  the  crime;  if  the  justice  of  the  jurors, 
ignorant  of  the  nice  distinctions  established  by  science  between  the  different  persons 
who  have  co-operated  in  a  crime,  has  seen  accomplices  where  there  were  only  re- 
ceivers,(reoe2ettr8,)  still  we  must  not  conclude  that  there  was  but  one  person  guilty. 
The  facts  officiiJly  established,  the  detailed  confessions  made  by  the  culprits  them- 
selves, as  they  are  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  minister  of  justice,  the  money  stolen 
whieh  was  found  at  the  house  of  one,  and  the  sacred  objects  thrown  by  two  other 
Jews  into  the  drains,  and  where  they  were  found  on  the  information  of  the  latter  by 
the  agents  of  the  government,  leave  no  room  for  doubt  on  this  subject.  I  mention  these 
details,  Monsieur  I'Agent.  not  indeed  with  the  view  of  excusing  the  conduct  of  the 
jurors,  but  because  I  think  it  would  not  be  right  to  suppress  the  co-relation  between 
the  crime  committed  and  the  acts  of  disorder  which  resulted  from  it ;  public  opinion 
would  be  but  half  enlightened  if,  while  exaggerating  the  extent  of  the  latter,  it  were 
sought  to  extenuate  the  moral  importance  of  the  principal  aci  by  reducing  it  to  a 
simple  question  of  figures,  as  it  was  attempted  to  do  in  the  English  Parliament. 

I  stop  here,  Monsieur  TAgent.  I  believe  I  have  said  enough  to  bring  out  the  principal 
]>oints  you  will  have  to  develop  and  uphold.  'There  is  no  religious  persecution  in  Ron- 
mania,  and  there  has  never  been  any.  But  comparatively  there^is  a  very  large  number 
of  Jews,  more  thaain  any  other  country.  The  indigenous  commerce  suffers,  and  there  , 
are  man^  towns  in  which  it  has  been  completely  abandoned  to  the  Jews.  The  state  of 
civilization  of  the  Jewish  population  leaves  much  to  be  wished;  everything  is  to  be 
hoped  from  time,  and  the  exertions  made  by  enlightened  Israelites  to  ameliorate  the 
manner  of  their  co-religionists. 

In  the  mean  time  they  form  a  separate  class,  a  true  caste  in  the  country,  where  they 
cease  not  to  take  refuge,  in  spite  of  the  intolerance  of  which  our  nation  has  been  lat- 
terly accused,  and  which  should  have  driven  them  from  it  had  it  really  existed. 

To  pretend  that  their  oonducf  is  always  correct,  and  that  they  are  simply  the  un- 
fortunate and  innocent  victims  of  what  it  has  been  agreed  to  call  the  persecutions  of 
the  Jews  in  Roumania,  is  not  the  truth.  The  propagandism  carried  on  against  the  coun- 
try and  its  government  by  the  Israelitish  press  and  the  incessant.appeals  to  foreign  in- 
terference, do  not  seem  to  me  calculated  to  allay  the  evil;  on  the  contrary  they  aggra- 
vate it.    In  seeking  to  hit  the  mark  they  oversooot  it. 

The  present  government  has  given  proofs  of  firmness,  and  in  the  serious  circum- 
stances it  has  had  to  face  since  its  accession,  it  has  not  for  a  moment  ceased  to  observe 
the  rule  of  duty ;  putting  itself  above  all  passions,  and  all  regard  to  a  false  and  vain 
popularity. 

The  iJews. themselves  recognize  the  truth  of  this,  and  the  most  enlightened  among 
them  understand  perfectly  the  difficulty  of  the  situation  and  how  many  obstacles  we 
have  had  to  surmount  to  maintain  the  balance  of  social  relationship,  and  to  secure  gen- 
eral tranquillity.  Other  obstacles,  then,  must  not  be  created,  n<}r  the  question  aggrava- 
ted by  interferences  which  might  have  the  effect  of  enfeebling  the  action  of  authority 
and  of  paralyzing  its  best  intentions. 

The  foreign  agents  accredited  at  Bucharest  are  better  able  than  any  other  person  to 
enlighten  their  governments  on  the  state  of  things  in  Roumania,  and  on  the  line  of 
conduct  pursued  oy  the  present  cabinet.  We,  therefore,  had  a  right  to  reckon  upon 
their  kind  support,  and  on  their  coming  to  our  assistance  and  giving  us  their  sympathy 
in  the  task  we  imposed  upon  ourselves.  But,  contrary  to  this  hope,  the  Prince's  gov- 
ernment have  just  been  painfully  surprised  by  taking  cognizance  of  the  collective 
document,  whose  igiusual  form  and  threatening  tone  are  not  of  a  nature  to  encourage 
them  in  their  exertions. 

This  document  has  appeared  in  all  the  newspapers,  and  we  abstain  from  pronounc- 
ing an  opinion  upon  it.  But  we  cannot  pass  over  in  silence  the  direct  attack  which  it 
makes  upon  the  dignity  of  power.  This  document,  moreover,  is  unfounded,  and,  at 
least,  useless.  The  agents  were  aware  of  the  energetic  measures  the  government  had 
tiUten,  of  its  own  accord,  against  the  recurrence  of  disorders,  and  if  it  had  seemed  to 
them  necessary  to  interfere,  conformably  to  their  instructions^  they  might,  at  least, 
have  dispensed  with  applying  to  us  unmerited  reproaches.  * 

Even  the  delay  of  the  communications,  of  which  the  subscribers  of  the  above-men- 
tioned document  complain,  is  justified,  seeing  that,  by  my  note  of  the  7-19th  February, 
last,  I  had  reserved  the  right  of  communicating  the  result  of  the  examination,  and  not 
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the  inquiry,  (enquSte,)  as  tbey  say,  which  was  rather  designed  for  information  of  gov- 
erument  as  to  the  conduct  of  their  employes.  The  examination  having  lasted  during 
the  time  required  for  the  hearing  of  many  hundred  witnesses,  and  having  been  but 
recently  terminated,  the  government  had  necessarily  to  wait  for  the  decision  of  jns- 
tice,  to  communicate  to  the  agents  the  general  result  of  the  examinations  of  all  the 
suits,  one  of  which  is  being  tried  this  very  day  before  the  court  of  assizes  of  Ibraila. 

The  present  government  hiis  never  failed  in  its  duties  toward  the  representatives  of 
foreign  powers ;  it  had  a  right  in  its  turn  to  expect  more  regard  on  their  part.  In 
presence  of  the  events  which  daily  take  place  under  the  eyes  of  the  agents,  the  miDitt- 
try  ought  to  have  bedb  better  supported  in  foreign  cabinets,  especially  in  questions  in 
which  it  has  to  contend  against  the  hostile  tendency  of  those  who  are  not  particalor 
in  the  choice  of  their  arms,  and  who  never  fear  to  borrow  from  the  unpopularity  of  a 
situation,  the  means  of  attack  which  would  fail  them  on  the  ground  or  loyalty  and 
truth. 

The  agents  of  the  guaranteeing  powers,  who  have  certainly  the  right  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  government  of  Roumauia  to  the  questions  of  general  interest  which 
pre-occupy  the  civilize<l  world,  ought  not  to  forget,  however,  that  in  consequence  of 
certain  precipitate  acts,  whose  rectitude,  both  as  regards  the  form  and  the  basis,  may 
have  escaped  their  perspicacity,  they  only,  unconsciously,  and  contrary  to  their  instruc- 
tions, keep  up  the  irritation  of  the  public  mind,  and  tiius  oblige  us  to  deplore  new 
forces  in  a  struggle  which,  in  the  long  run,  cannot  but  weakeu  our  energy. 

Accept,  &.C.     ■ 

O.  COSTAFORO. 


rinclosare  4  iu  No.  34  ] 
ITianalalion  of  a  leading  editor'uil  of  "  Neue  Freie  PreasCt"  Vienna^  June  17, 1872.] 

The  discussion  of  the  Roumanian  Jewish  question  in  the  German  Reichtag,  the 
English  Parliament,  the  Washington  Congress,  and  in  the  meeting  at  the  London  Man- 
sion House,  seems  to  sound  in  the  ears  of  the  clever  Wallachians  like  the  announce- 
ment of  the  hour  of  retribution  for  the  brutalities  which  they  have  practiced  so  long 
with  impunity.  As  we  are  informed  by  a  private  telegram,  which  we  received  Friday, 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Costaforo,  has  gone  to  Constantinople  to  remove  any 
intervention  on  account  of  the  Jewish  question,  and  ^ow  the  Rumanische  Post  pub- 
lishes a  long  circular  note  of  Costaforo  to  the  Wallachiau  agents  abroad,  calculated  to 
accuse  the  consuls  of  the  powers  residing  at  Bucharest,  for  their  protest  raised  against 
the  violences  at  Ismail,  Vilcor,  and  Cabool,  at  their  respective  departments. 

Considerations  of  political  decency  prevent  us  from  reproducing  this  curions  docu- 
ment, swarming  with  lies,  which- tries  partly  to  deny,  partly  to  embellish,  the  Jewish 
persecutions,  and  to  represent  the  consuls  as  liars  and  intriguants.  Mr.  Costaforo  in 
defending  the  riots  behaves  as  the  most  tender  friend  of  the  Jews.  If  he  could  not 
execute  his  benevolent  intentions,  this  was  only  the  guilt  of  the  papers,  the  consuls, 
and,  of  course,  the  Jews,  who  are  very  glad  to  be  hunted  down.  The  shameful  verdict 
of  Buzeo  is  justitied  by  the  low  degree  of  culture,  not  of  the  jurors,  but  of  the  Jews ; 
Mr.  Costaforo,  nevertheless,  promises  a  reform  of  the  jury  institution  whose  imperfec- 
tion he  therefore  finally  avows.  It  is  uuderstuod  that  the  Roumanian  government  will 
not,  as  they  hope,  *'  obtain  the  benevolent  support  of  the  civilized  powers  *'  for  the 
coutinuauce  of  their  shahieful  household ;  but  we  believe,  also,  that  no  minister  of  exte- 
rior in  the  world  will  permit  to  be  insulted  by  listening  to  the  lecture  of  such  an  arro- 
gant document,  which  is  against  the  most  elementary  notions  of  decorum  ;  the  Roa- 
Bianian  agents  will  simply  be  set  out  of  doors.  But  Mr.  Costaforo  has  proved  that  it 
IS  necessary  to  teach  the  Wallachians  the  first  notions,  not  only  of  propriety,  justice, 
and  love  of  truth,  but  also  of  mauners.  The  retribution  is  limping  upon  crut-ches 
behind  the  Roumanian  atrocities,  but  will  yet  catch  and  punish,  iu  time,  the  violatoni 
of  justice. 


[  Dranslation  of  an  article  of  Neue  Freie  Presse^  Vienna^  of  \9lh  June, — Bucharest,  June 

12,  1872.] 

To  the  protest  which  the  representatives  of  the  foreign  powers  at  this  capital  have 
addressed  to  the  government,  concerning  the  Jewish  riots  of  Bessarabia,  Mr.  Costaforo 
has  now  replied,  in  the  shape  of  circular-note,  to  the  **  Roumanian  agents  abroad.^ 
That  these  dark  existences,  which  they  are  pleased  to  call  **  Roumanian  agents,^  are 
playing  a  very  indefinite  rSle^  and  have  no  raison  d^ilre,  from  the  stand-point  of  inter- 
national law,  is  above  all  doubt.  The  Porte  has  repeatedly  protested  against  these  pre- 
tended airs  of  iudepeudent  sovereignty,  and  has  agaiu  ana  again  endeavored  to  have 
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her  objections  complied  with  by  the  guaranteeing  powers.  I  can  comprehend  why 
these  Roumanian  agents  should  have  been  tolerated  at  Vienna,  Paris,  and  Berlin,  out 
of  motives  of  delicacy  to  the  feelings  of  Ronmania;  but  that  a  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  should  be  permitted  to  jump  over  the  heads  of  the  agents  of  the  guaranteeing 
powers,  and  address  directly  to  the  latter  any  diplomatic  documents,  is  a  monstrosity. 

Should  the  powers  accept  directly  such  documents,  they  apply  to  their  representa- 
tives here  a  grave  slap,  and  make  their  position  very  untenable.  Mr.  Costaforo,  be- 
sides giving  a  lesson  to  the  agents  like  school-boys,  reproaches  them  moreover  with 
having  "acted  against  their  instructions,"  thus  charging  them  with  abuse  of  their 
function.  Su6h  a  proceeding  against  accredited  agents  is  unheard  of  in  the  annals  of 
diplomatic  intercourse,  and  ought  the  least  to  be  tolerated  in  this  instance. 

And  the  contents  of  the  note  itself?  A  tissue  of  disfigured  facts  and  lies,  a  mass  of 
contradiction,  a  jumble  of  empty  phrases,  of  superficialities,  without  beginning  and 
without  end.  The  minister  thereby  seeks  to  develop  truth  concerning  the  excesses  as 
well  as  the  situation  of  the  Israelites  in  general,  and  herewith  to  "  acquire  the  support 
of  the  civilized  powers."  And  to  commence  with  this  restoration  of  truth  the  minister 
says:  "  It  has  been  sought  in  every  possible  way  to  give  immense  proportions  to  8ome 
devastations  which  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  first  ebullition  of  the  public  mind, 
and  before  the  authorities  could  re-establish  tranquillity." 

"  Some  "  devastations,  says  Mr.  Costaforo,  who  at  the  time  he  visited  the  scenes  of 
the  violence  to  investigate  for  the  Government,  )>eheld  such  spectacles  of  misery  at 
Yilcor,  Ismail,  and  Cabool,  as  moved  him  to  give  from  his  own  pocket  reliel  to  the 
haggard,  emaciated,  wailing,  and  plundered  wretches  on  all  sides  surrounding  him, 
and  received  from  them  lists  showing  losses  to  the  extent  of  600,000  francs.  Mr.  Cos- 
taforo promised  indemnification  to  the  unhappy  people,  and  does  this  now  by  a 
naivete,  believing  thereby  to  succeed  to  convince  foreign  countries  that  much  noise 
had  been  made  for  nothing,  and  that  they  will  discredit  the  reports  of  the  whole  press, 
the  foreign  agents,  and  the  facts  themselves,  in  order  to  place  confidence  in  him,  him, 
who  permitted  the  authorities  to  intercede  only  after  seven  days' duration  of  the  riots. 
Mr.  Costaforo  says  further:  **Even  now  that  everything  has  long  been  restored  to 
order,  and  that,  owing  to  the  energetic  measures  taken  by  the  government,  the  fear 
that  new  troubles  might  occur  on  the  occasion  of  the  Easter  holidays,  is  completely  re- 
moved, now  that  we  bad  a  right  to  believe  that  the  truth  had  at  length  come  to  light, 
and  that  it  is  recognized  by  the  evidence  of  the  facts  established  on  the  spot,  by  the 
agents  of  the  foreign  poVvers  themselves,  that  not  a  single  Jew  has  been  killed  or 
wounded,  that  no  woman  has  been  violated,  and  that  tile  importance  of  the  havoo 
committed  had  been  exaggerated,  we  see  with  grief,"  &c. 

The  above-stated  assertion  of  the  minister  contains  a  lie,  as  Mr.  Costaforo  well 
knows  from  the  petitions  of  the  Ismail  and  Vilcor  deputations,  that  many  Jews  have 
been  wounded^  and  many  wives  and  girls  violated  in  the  presence  of  their  parents  and 
husbands,  by  the  intoxicated,  brutalized  mob.  Indeed,  ouly  a  Costaforo  can  have  the 
hardihood  to  utter,  before  the  whole  world,  such  a  gigantic  falsehood ! 

Mr.  Costaforo  moreover  affect-s  to  regret  the  verdict  of  the  Buzeo  jury  in  the  Ismail 
affair,  auQ.  undertakes  at  the  same  time  to  vindicate  it  in  some  degree,  three  of  the 
condemned  Jews  being,  according  to  him,  culpable  of  receivership,  and  not  deserving 
complete  pardon.  Tbe  truth,  however,  is  that  the  attorney-geueraj,  Borsb,  sent  to  Is- 
mail, after  exact  and  careful  investigation,  repeatedly  informed  the  minister  by  tele- 
gram that  the  Ismelites  were  perfectly  innocenty  and  that  he  (the  minister)  must  oppose 
the  accusation  given  on  the  part  of  the  Fokshani  chamber  of  putting  under  accusation. 
But  Mr.  Costaforo  did  not  at  all  care  for  the  scribbling  of  his  attorney-general,  nor  of 
the  report  which  the  latter  gave,  which  the  minister,  of  course,  did  not  communicate 
to  the  consuls,  in  spite  of  his  promise,  and  in  which  the  innocence  of  the  Israelites  was 
again  proved  in  the  most  convincing  manner,  but  permitted  the  poor  men  to  be  brought 
before  the  jury,  condemned,  two  of  them  to  be  pardoned  on  his  own  motivated  report 
to  the  prince,  and  did  not  publish  the  report,  which  conid  have  been  calculated  to  en- 
lighten everybody  as  to  the  real  facts. 

The  minister  then  says,  "  If  the  justice  of  the  jurors,  ignorant  of  the  nice  diHtinctions 
establishe<l  by  science  between  the  different  persons  who  have  co-operated  in  a  crime, 
has  seen  accomplices  where  there  were  only  receivers,  still,  we  mnst  not  conclude  that 
there  was  but  one  person  guilty."  We  will  make  alTowance  to  the  jurors  for  this  igno- 
rance ;  but  why  have  the  courts,  who  must  not  be  ignorant  of  the  nice  scientific  distinc- 
tions, bnmght  the  Israelites  as  "accomplices"  before  the  jury  f  Why  has  Mr.  Costaforo, 
himself  a  uoctor  of  law,  permitted  them  to  do  so,  when  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  the 
real  facts  from  tbe  detailed  report  of  his  clever  attorney-general  T  A  private  assertion 
of  Mr.  Costaforo,  after  his  return  from  Bessarabia,  and  the  i*eceipt  of  tbe  extremely 
dignified  and  discreet  note  of  the  consuls  here,  will  show  to  what  cl^  of  people  be 
belongs.  He  said  to  an  intimate  journalist, "  the  damned  filthy  Jews  deserve  what  b.«is  been 
done  to  them  ;  had  I  been  at  Ismail  at  the  time  of  the  sacrilege,  I  would  have  joined 
the  mob;  tbe  agents  make  a  great  fuss,  but  the  more  they  will  cry  the  less  will  I  listen 
to  them."  ^-^  J 
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And  Mr.  Costaforo  dares  to  call  "aufoanded  and  useless''  the  collective  note  of  the 
consuls,  to  which  alone  we  are  indebted  for  the  pardon  of  the  two  Israelites,  and  the 
removiU  of  every  danger  during  the  Easter  holidays!  He  concludes  the  note  with  the 
following  words:  ^^  The  agents  of  the  guaranteeing  powers  ought  not  to  forget  that,  in 
consequence  of  some  precipitated  acts,  whose  rectitude,  both  as  regards  the  form  and 
the  bases,  may  have  escaped  their  perspicacity,  they  only  unconsciously,  and  oonirarjf 
to  their  instruotiotu,  keep  up  the  irritation  of  the  public  mind,  and  thus  oblige  us  to 
deplore  new  forces  in  a  struggle  which,  in  the  long  run,  cannot  but  weaken  our  energy.'' 

The  latter  part  is  a  threat  which  Mr.  Costaforo,  in  taking  leave,  gives  the  guar- 
anteeing powers  ;  in  other  words,  it  means,  '*if  you  will  oontinae  to  nlake  any  fuss, 
then  we  will  abandon  our  ^energetic'  measures." 


No.  491. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  PeixoUo. 

No.  34.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  22,  1872. 
Sir:  Toar  dispatch  No.  33,  of  the  24tb  nltimo,  has  been  received. 
It  is  learned  with  regret  that  justice  has  been  denied  to  the  Hebrews  in 
Boumania.  The  Department  has  complied  with  your  snggestion,  that 
an  instruction  be  addressed  to  certain  ministers  of  the  United  States  in 
Europe,  directing  them  to  employ  moral  efforts  toward  inducing  the 
governments  to  which  they  are  accredited  to  forward  an  a<1justment  of 
theijuestion. 

I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FIS5. 


No.  492. 

Mr.  PeixoUo  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  36.]       Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bucharest,  September  10,  1872. 

Sir:  (This  country  has  attracted  very  unusual  attention  durin'g  seve- 
ral years  past  on  account  of  two  questions  which  have  disturbed  not 
only  its  internal  tranquillity,  but  at  one  time  threatened  to  involve  the 
peace  of  Europe.  The  first  question,  that  of  the  railways,  has  been 
finally  adjusted  through  the  intervention  of  Germany,  many  of  whose 
subjects  but  for  this  act  would  have  been  almost  hopelessly  ruined 
through  being  possessors  of  upward  of  200,000,000  francs  of  the  Rou- 
manian railway-bonds,  which  at  one  time  stood  a  fair  chance  of  being 
repudiated.  Failing  to  6btain  any  satisfaction  from  the  Boumanian 
government,  Prince  Bismarck  had  recourse  to  the  Suzerain  Porte,  whose 
earnest  arguments,  supported  particularly  by  England  and  Austria,  had 
the  desired  effect. 

The  second  question,  that  of  the  Israelites,  has  not  yet  met  with  a 
solution,  but  good  ho|)es  are  entertained  for  an  early  settlement. 
Stretching  from  43©  38'  to  48o  SO'  north  latitude,  and  23©  to  29o  30^ 
longitude  east  of  Greenwich,  Boumania  is  bounded  on  the  north  and 
west  by  Austria,  on  the  e^ist  by  Russia  and  the  Black  Sea,  and  on  the 
south  by  Tuukey.  The  form  of  the  country  is  that  of  an  arch  turned  to 
the  northwest;  •  its  topographical  configuration  and  aspect  show  an 
amphitheater  rising  gradually  from  the  Danube  and  the  Prnth  toward 
the  Carpathian  Mountaius.  ^^.^^^^  ^^  Google 
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Its  soil  partakes  of  tbe  system  of  the  Carpathians  and  the  basin  of 
the  Lower  Danube;  it  is  divided,  after  its  nature,  into  three  zones;  {a) 
mountainous  region,  rich  with  mineral^  and  timber ;  (b)  hilly  region, 
covered  mostly  with  prairie-grass  and  grape-vines ;  and  (o)  regions  of 
field-laud  formed  of  the  left  plain  of  the  Danube  and  the  territory  con- 
tained between  the  Pruth  and  Black  Sea.  Its  area  is  2,210  geograph- 
ical square  miles. 

The  country  is  divided  into  thirty- three  districts^  of  which  thirteen 
are  mountainous  and  the  balance  plains.  This  division  dates  from  the 
time  of  ita  organic  regulation,  1835,  but  is  pronounced  to  be  irregular 
and  not  to  conform  to  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants. 

OBOaBAPHY.  '  * 

The  mountains  of  Eoumania  are  a  ramification  of  the  Bastamic  Alps 
or  Carpathians;  their  height  varies  between  2,587  and  8,160  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  Black  Sea.  Their  aspect  is  commanding,  in  many 
places  resembling  the  position  of  Switzerland.  They  form  a  chain  of 
the  large  Carpathians,  which,  beginning  from  above  the  town  of  Folti- 
ceni,  surround  the  country  from  the  west  to  the  north,  till  Orsora, 
forming  thus  a  natural  wall.  The  two  highest  mountains  are  the 
Ceahlan,  or  the  Pion,  and  the  Caraiman,  the  former  measuring  2,750 
meters,  the  latter  2,650  meters — over  8,000  feet. 

HYDBOGBAPHY. 

The  numerous  valleys  which  cross  Wallachia  in  her  breadth  and 
Moldavia  in  her  length  carry  along  with  them  the  waters  which  flow 
from  the  north  to  the  soutli,  and  partly  to  the  ea^t,  and  empty  into  the 
Danube.  They  facilitate  the  production  and  transportation  of  the 
products  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  country  to  the  ports  of  the  Danube. 
The  largest  rivers  are  the  Danube,  the  Pruth,  Sereth,  Moldova,  Bis- 
tritza,  Prahova,  Dimbovitza,  Aluta,  Argest,  Zin. 

Few  countries  possess  so  many  rivulets;  their  course  is  ft'om  the 
north  to  the  south.  Most  of  the  lakes  are  near  the  Danube.  Besides, 
there  are  numerous  springs  containing  mineral  waters,  especially  sul- 
phur, iron,  salt-sulphur,  aluminum-sulphur,  ironcarbonsulphuf.  Bou- 
mania  has  also  three  hundred  isles  in  the  Danube  and  thirty  in  the 
Aluta  and  Zin. 

CLIMATE. 

The  citmate  of  the  country  is  generally  healthy  and  mild.  In  summer 
there  are  often  violent  storms,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  hail.  The 
part  from  Tecuciii  and  above,  from  Ploiesti,  Targu,  Vestei,  and  Pitosti, 
and  likewise  across  the  Aluta,  are  more  sheltered  ;*  the  balance  of  the 
land  is  open  toward  the  Black  Sea,  and  exposed  to  the  capricious  winds 
coming  tlience.  The  winters  are  cold.  The  rivers,  and  even  the  Dan- 
ube, freeze  completely,  so  that  the  heaviest  wagons  can  cross  in  safety. 
Spring  and  autumn  are  the  finest  and  pleasantest  seasons.  The  tem- 
perature varies  from  12^  4^  to  29°  7%  t.  «.,  the  cold  reaches  12^  and  the 
warmth  29^,  Be^umur,  according  to  observations  which  I  have  made 
in  the  shade  at  Bucharest. 

^OBIGIN  AND  NATIONALITY. 

The  Roumanians,  who  inhabit  the  two  great  slopes  of  the  Carpathians 
to  the  mouths  of  the  Danube,  are  a  people  of  the  Latin  race,  descend- 
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ants  of  the  Roman  colonists  brought  into  ancient  Darcia.  Their  features, 
costumes,  habits,  and  especially  their  language,  appear  to  sufficiently 
attest  this  fact.  The  Boumanians  inhabit,  besides  Boumania,  the  Aus- 
trian provinces  of  Temisana,  Crisana,  Maramures,  Transylvania,  and 
Buckowina;  Bessarabia,  Dobroga,  apart  of  Macedonia,  and 'Thessaly, 
under  the  name  of  Cotzovlaks.  The  total  number  of  Roumanians  is 
estimated  at  from  9,000,000  to  12,000,000 ;  those  inhabiting  Roumania 
at  5,000,000. 

The  nationalities  populating  Boumania  are:  1,  Boumanians;  2, 
Greeks,  Servians,  and  Bulgarians;  3,  Armenians,  Lithuanians,  and 
Gypsies;  4,  Italians  and  French;  5,^Huugarians,  Germans,  and  Poles. 

'  LANGUAGE. 

The  Boumanian  language  is  derived  from  the  Latin,  but,  under  the 
influence  of  Dacians,  Sclavonians,  and  Greeks,  it  has  been  much 
changed,  and  many  foreign  words  have  been  introduced.  Yet  it  is 
nearer  the  mother-tongue  than  the  French,  Spanish,  and  even  Italian ; 
its  verbs,  which  constitute  half  of  the  language,  having  sufifered  but 
little  modiJOLcation. 

RELIGION. 

The  number  of  those  belonging  to  the  Greek  orthodox  church  is 
estimated  at  4,250,000,  composed  of  Roumanians,  Greeks,  Servians, 
Bulgarians,  Albanians,  and  others*  Other  religions  are  estimated  as 
follows:     *  * 

Roman  Catholics 200,000 

Hebrews , 250,000 

Protestants 49,000 

Armenians 14,000 

Mahommedans 1, 500 

Lithuanians 15,500 

Other  sects 50,000 

Total 580,000 


Few,  if  any,  countries  have  so  many  churches  and  monasteries. 
Some  of  the  monasteries  were  established  by  different  princes,  others 
by  private  pious  persons.  The  towns  have  numerous  churches;  Bu- 
charest alone  300.  The  number  of  chui-ches  is  estimated  at  6,751; 
priests,  9,800;  monks,  4,670;  nuns,  4,080. 

EDUCATION.  ♦ 

The  education  law  of  1866  introduced  compulsory  and  gratuitous 
education.  The  la\^  is  executed  by  the  minister  of  culture,  a  general 
council  of  instruction  which  meets  once  a  year,  a  permanent  council  of 
instruction,  and  the  directors  of  the  sc^hools. 

The  following  afe  the  schools 'and  number  of  pupils: 

Pnpil*. 

2, 141  commnnal  or  primary  schools,  for  hoys  and  girls,  with 60, 404 

129  primary  schools,  for  hoys *. 19, 634 

103  primary  schools,  for  girls 7, 613 

3  real  schools,  for  hoys 224 

15  gymnasiums,  for  hoys 979 

6  lycenms « 1,487 

b seminaries .• 1,563 

9r,904 
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1  school  of  medicine  and  pharmacy 125 

1  Macedonian-Roumain  school 24 

5  secondary  schools,  ibr  girls 450 

2  commercial  schools , 187 

2  normal  schools 197 

2  nniversities,  (Bncharest  and  Jassy) 487 

2  schools  of  art 57 

2  coDservatories  of  lAosic 243 

1,770 

Total *. 93,674 


Besides  a  considerable  number  of  private  schools,  of  which  some  of 
the  best  are  Koman  Catholic  and  Israelitish.  The  average  attendance 
at  these  schools  is  scarcely  85,000.  The  number  of  teachers  employed 
is  3,863, 1,260  of  whom  are  professors  in  the  universities,  the  lyceuins, 
gymnasiums,  and  trade-schools,  and  2,576  in  the  primary  and  rural 
schools. 

INDUSTRY. 

Agriculture  is  the  prominent  occupation  and  chief  resource  of  the 
country.  It  is  estimated  that  700,000  families  are  engaged  in  cultivat- 
ing the  soil.  The  villages  are  occupied  almost  exclusively  by  land- 
laborers,  who  mostly  manufacture  their  implements  of  husbandry,  which 
are  of  the  crudest  character,  as  well  as  provide  for  their  own  subsistence. 
Since  the  rural  law  (which  permitted  the  peasants  on  certain  con<ii- 
tions  to  become  landholders)  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  more  ear- 
nestly prosecuted. 

The  execution  of  the  rural  law  has  been  made  as  follows: 

1.  On  7,100  private  properties,  209,915  peasants  have  become  land- 
holders. Tbey  have  obtained  1,962,629  pogones.  The  amount  of  thu 
indemnification  to  be  given  for  these  lands  is  9,355,505  francs. 

2.  CTpon  the  state  properties,  in  number  of  1,493,  144,520  peasants 
have  received  995,282  pogones;  the  indemnification  to  be  paid  is 
4,618,988  francs. 

The  laud  is  divided  in —  ' 

Pogones.* 

Cultivated  land 12,636,618 

Timber-land :  4,029,947 

Unproductive  land 7,574,356 

On  the  cultivated  land  gardens  occupy  308,477  pogones ;  cultivated 
land  occupies 4,442,924  pogones;  hay  occupies  1,848,775 pogones;  pasture 
occupies  5,845,135  pogones;. grape- vines  occupy  191,307  pogones. 

The  working-power  employed  at  agriculture  are  agriculture  hands, 
684,168;  horses,  284,028;  yoke-cattle,  961,973;  wagons,  338,869; 
plows,  159,510 ;  machines,  2, 000. 

The  soil  contains  in  its  bosom  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  lead,  quick- 
silver, &c.;  but  the  mines  are  not  explored.  There  are  also  other 
rich  minerals. 

The  approximate  annual  production  has  been  as  follows :  1,119,119 
pogones  wheat,  giving  2,300,000  kilograms;  221,547  pogones  rye, 
giving  370,000  kilograms ;  2,069,510  pogones  corn,  giving  3,000,000 
kilograms;  453,928  pogones  barley,  giving  300,000  kilograms ;  121,8^0 

*A  pogone  is  jjiiirs  P<^  of  ^  geographical  square  mile. 
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pogones  oats,  giviag  1,200,000  kilograms;    252,850    pogones  millet, 
giving  370,000  kilograms. 

The  country  also  produces  a  large  amount  of  vegetables  and  fruits, 
4,000,000  vadras  of  wine,  and  56,000,000  okas*  salt. 

The  annual  consumption  consists  in  wheat,  720,000  kilo- 
grams; rye,  310,000  kilograms:  corn,  1,700,000  kilo- 
grams; barleyand  oats,  1,300,000 kilograms;  millet,  360,- 
000  kilograms;  beans,  11,000,000  okas;  liemp,  1,700,000 
okas;  flax,  700,000 okas;  tobacco,  1,200,000  okas; pota- 
toes, 10,000,000 okas ;  hay, 2,000,000 wagonloads ;  value^ 

francs 200, 000, 000 

Wine,    3,900,000    vadras;   corn  brandy,   700,000  vadras; 

.  plumbrandy,  7,000,000  vadras ;  value,  francs 38, 000, 000 

Salt,  40,000,000  okas,  value,  francs 7, 000, 000 

Animals,  1,600,000,  value,  francs 40, 000, 000 

Coals,  1,800, 000,  value,  francs 40, 000 

Wood,  3,000,000  stangeni,t  (klafter,)  value,  francs 10, 000, 000 

Other  products,  value,  francs 33, 000, 000 

Total,  francs 325, 040, 000 

Adding  to  tbis  amount  the  consumption  of  imported  objects,  amount- 
ing to~90,000,000  francs,  the  total  amount  of  the  consumption  is  more 
than  400,000,000  francs. 

COMMKECE. 

t  * 

From  the  commercial  stand-point  Boumania  is,  by  its  geographical 
position,  as  well  as  its  topographic'  form,  much  favored.  Its  internal 
and  external  commerce  increiises  from  ^  day  to  day ;  the  railways  will 
make  this  country  a  true  European  bazar.  Besides  the  navigable 
rivers,  Pruth,  Sereth,  Bistritza,  Aluta,  Jin,  Boumania  possesses  the 
Danube,  this  natural  road  which  flows  along  the  richest  and  most  fnli^ 
ful  fields  from  Varciorova  to  the  Black  Sea,  a  distance  of  more  thau  150 
leagues,  (450  miles.) 

1.  Export. — ^The  medium  value  of  exports  is,  francs,  198,000,000,  and 
consists,  viz :  Animals,  13,800,000  francs ;  products  of  animals,  21, 156,- 
000  francs ;  manufactured  products  of  animals,  2,613,000  francs ;  cereals, 
146,432,000  francs;  seeds,  5,892,000  francs;  manufactured  seeds,  722,- 
000  francs;  vegetables,  120,000  francs:  fruits,  153,000  francs;  manu- 
factured fruits,  225,000  francs;  woods,  2,502,000  francs ;  manufactured 
woods,  235,000  francs;  minerals,  1,937^000  francs;  manufacture  of  miner- 
als, 1,418,000  francs;  foreign  objects,  (imported  and  re-exported,)  811,000 
francs. 

2.  Import — All  objects  of  luxury  are  imported.  This  is  owing  to  the 
neglect  of  schools  and  industrial  institutions.  The  total  value  of  the 
yearly  imports  is  90,000,000  francs:  of  which  from  Turkey  and  France 
a^e  imported  13,153,000  francs;  objects  necessary  for  industry,  espe- 
cially from  Austria  and  England,  13,306,000  francs ;  manufactured  ob- 
jects, (from  Austria,  France,  and  England,)  54,341,000  francs;  objects 
(likewise  produced  in  the  country)  from  Austria  and  Bussia>,  9,988,000 
francs. 


^An  oka  has  2^  poands. 
t  A  staDseni  is  6i  feet. 
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o.  Forts. — ^There  are  eighteen  ports,  viz:  Galatz,  Braila,  Giurgevo, 
Turnu,  Severin,  Olteuitza,  Ismail,  Calafal,  Bechet,  Ohilia,  Stirbey, 
(Calarash,)  Gura,  Falouiitza,  Eeni,  Tnrnu,  Ziniuicea,  Vilcor,  Gruia,  Var- 
ciorova,  Islaz.  All  are  situated  on  the  Danube,  from  Varciorava  (Aus- 
trian frontier)  to  the  Black  Sea. 

4,  Navigation, — ^The  navigation  carried  on  in  the  Danube,  from  Tnma 
Severin  to  Braila  and  Galatz,  is  only  coasting.  From  the  two  latter 
large  ports*  commences  true  commercial  navigation.  The  ocean  and 
river  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  country  amount  yearly  to  12,000, 
with  a  tonnage  of  1,600,0005  those  clearing  to  11,000,  with  a  capac- 
ity of  1^700,000  tons.  The  greatest  part  of  these  vessels  sail  under 
foreign  flags;  only  1,000  under  the  Eoumanian.  Besides  these,  the 
government  owns  two  gun-boats. 

FINANCIAL  AND  FINANCES. 

The  financial  organization  introduced  in  1862  is  based  on  the  French 
system.  The  chief  source  of  revenue  is  a  capitation  tax  of  30  piasters 
(a.little  over  $2)  per  head  on  the  rural  population,  with  a  higher  scale 
for  tradesmen  and  merchants.  Direct  taxes,  the  profits  from  state 
property  and  the  tobacco  monopoly,  produce  about  one-half  of  the 
national  income.  In  1867,  on  the  initiative  of  Prince  Charles,  the  whole 
taxation  of  the  country  was  revised  and  a  new  monetary  system  adopted, 
designed  to  be  international,  the  unit  being  the  Leu,  equal  to  one  franc. 

The  total  estimated  revenues  for  1872  are  73,105,401  francs,  viz: 

Direct  contributions,  20,676,760  francs;  indirect  contributions,  17,974,- 
537  francs ;  domains  and  forests,  19,796,217  francs ;  post  telegraph  and 
railway,  3,553,476  francs;  diverse  incomes,  4,599,095  francs;  extraor- 
dinary revenues,  7,919,790  francs. 

The  expenditures  of  the  country  are  estimated  at  83,105,401  francs,  viz : 
council  of  ministers,  41,168  francs ;  public  debt,  30,677,385  francs ;  leg- 
islature, 1,800,000  francs;  court  of  accounts,  180,000  francs;  service  of - 
finance,  8,000,000  francs ;  service  of  tobacco,  300,000  francs ;  treasury 
of  deposits,  180,000  francs ;  department  of  interior,  8,015,076  francs ; 
department  of  justice^  3,928,863  francs;  department  of  culture  and  in- 
struction, 8,077,424  francs ;  department  of  state, ^46,562  francs;  depart- 
ment of  war,  14,651,210  francs ;  department  of  agriculture  and  public 
works,  5,568,153  francs ;  extraordinary  credits,  1,039,560  francs.  Show- 
ing a  deficit  of  10,000,000  francs. 

The  public  debt  of  the  country  is  470,000,000  francs,  and  consists  of  a 
foreign  debt  of  392,000,000  francs,  contracted  principally  for  railways, 
and  an  internal  debt  of  78,000,000. 

ABMY  AND  MILITARY  ORGANIZATION. 

The  standing  army  consists  of  eight  regiment*  of  infantry  numbering 
18,529  men ;  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  (two  of  lancers,  two  of  chasseurs,) 
numbering  2,226  men ;  six  batteries  of  artillery,  2,246  men ;  two  bat- 
talions of  g^nie,  (engineers,)  1,328  men. 

The  chambers,  in  the  spring  of  1872,  modified  the  law  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  army  of  1868.  According  to  the  new  regulation  the  army 
contains  four  distinct  elements : 

a.  Standing  army  with  its  reserve. 

*  From  Braila  I  present  (appendix)  a  report  of  the  commerce  for  1870,  made  up  by 
Mr.  Marco  Cohen,  a  highly  intelligent  merchant  of  that  city.  At  Galatz  I  presume 
the  consul  there  has  transmitted  a  report.  C^  r>.^    ' 
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h.  Territorial  army  with  its  reserve. 

c.  The  militia. 

d.  National  guard. 

All  the  inhabitants,  native  and  naturalized,  mnst  bear  arms.  Those 
from  twenty-one  to  twenty-nine  years  must  serve  in  the  standing  or  ter- 
ritorial army;  those  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-seven  who  have  not  been 
drawn  for  the  regular  or  territorial  army,  and  those  aged  twenty-nine 
to  thirty-seven  who  have  served  in  the  standing  or  territorial  army,  mast 
serve  in  the  militia.  In  the  cities  those  from  thirty-sixto  forty-five,  and 
in  the  rural  communes  those  from  thirty-seven  to  forty-six  years,  must 
serve  in  the  national  guard.  The  term  of  service  for  the  standing  army 
is  four  years  in  active  service  and  four  years  in  the  reserve.  For  the 
territorial  army,  six  years  active  service  and  two  years  reserve.  Vol- 
unteers from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years,  serving  one  year  in  the  stand- 
ing or  two  years  in  the  territorial  army,  may  reduce  their  active  service 
three  years  and  pass  to  the  reserve.  The  army  (including  the  national 
guard)  is  under  the  administration  of  the  minister  of  war.  The  countiy 
is  divided  into  eight  tenitorial  military  divisions. 

JUDICIAL  ORGANIZATION. 

The  actual  legislation  of  Roumania  is  based  on  the  Code  Napol^ou, 
which,  somewhat  modified  after  the  exigencies  of  local  customs  and  tra- 
ditions, has  been  introduced  in  18C5.  Today,  Roumania  has  a  high 
court  of  cassation  and  justice  composed  of  twenty-three  members,  estab- 
lished at  Bucharest;  four  courts  of  appeal  at  Bucharest,  Jassy,  Fok- 
shani,  and  Crajora,  with  two  hundred  and  forty -one  members  and  other 
functionaries;  thirty-two  jury  courts  for  criminal  processes;  thirty-two 
tribunals  of  first  instance,  one  in  each  Residence  of  district,  (except  Bol- 
grad,)  and  several  commercial  tribunals.  The  minister  of  justice  ap- 
points the  magistrates,  submits  the  projects  of  laws,  promulgates  and 
controls  their  application.  Though  possessing  »  constitution  of  remark- 
able liberality,  (modeled  after  that  of  Belgium,)  the  laws  enacted  and 
administered  have  neither  been  in  conformity  with  its  provisions  noria 
accordance  with  the  simplest  principles  of  justice.  Juries  (who  can 
neither  read  nor  write).are  notoriously  ignorant. 

CONCLUDING    REMARKS. 

The  principality  of  Roumania  was  definitely  constituted  in  1859  by 
the  political  union  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia,  which  was  finally  con- 
ceded by  a  firman  of  the  Sultan,  dated  November  12,  1861.  Colonel 
Oouza,  a  former  prefect  of  Galatz,  was  .the  first  prince  chosen  under  the 
title  of  Alexander  John  I.  A  revolution  which  broke  out  at  Bucharest 
on  the  23d  February,  1866,  forced  Couza  to  abdicate,  and  subsequently 
Prince  Charles  of  Hohenzollern  Siguaringen,  (born  April  20, 1839,)  was 
chosen  on  May  10,  and  recognized  by  the  Turkish  government  on  July 
11,  1866. 

The  constitution  now  in  force  was  voted  by  a  constituent  assembly, 
elected  by  universal  suffrage  June  30,  (O.  S.,)  1866.  The  charter  vests 
the  legislative  power  in  a  parliament  of  two  houses,  a  senate  of 
seventy-four  members,  and  a  chamber  of  deputies  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  deputies.  The  prince  is  elected  for  life,  and  receives  an  an- 
nual salary  of  $200,000.  He  possesses  the  suspensive  veto  power,  and 
executes  the  laws,  assisted  by  a  council  of  seven  ministers.  The  present 
ministry  is  composed  as  follows : 

President  and  minister  of.  interior,  Laxar  Catargi.        ^  , 
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Foreign  f^ffairs,  George  Costaforo. 

Finauce,  Peter  Mavrogheui. 

War,  Emile  Floresco. 

Public  works,  N.  Cretzulesco. 

Education  and  public  worship,  Christian  Tell. 

The  autonomy  of  Eoumania  was  semi-officially  recognized,  and  the 
principalities  placed  under  the  collective  protection  of  Turkey,  England, 
France,  Eussia,  Austria,  Germany,  and  Italy  by  the  treaties  of  Paris  of 
1856-'58.  A  tribute  of  about  $200,000  is,  however,  still  paid  to  the 
Porte,  and  it  is  claimed  that  its  independence  relates  simply  to  its  in- 
ternal affairs,  which  must  not  conflict  with  the  recognized  principles  of 
comity  and  international  law.  The  prevailing  religion  is  that  of  the 
Greek  orthodox  Church ;  the  ecclesiastical  authority  is  vested  in  a 
primate  of  Bucharest  and  Jassy, 

Public  works  are  advancing.  The  telegraph  has  been  established  in 
all  the  principal  towns ;  there  are  sixty  telegraphic  stations,  and  the 
extent  of  lines  3,314  kilometers.  A  telegram  of  twenty  words  costs  30 
cents,  to  any  part  of  the  country.  The  number  of  post-offices  is  sixty- 
three  ,•  single  postage  to  the  interior,  10  bani,  (2  cents.)  During  the 
past  mouth  through  railway  connections  have  been  completed,  carrying 
the  traveler  from  Bucharest,  via  Galatz  Roman,  Lemberz,  to  Vienna  in 
fifty  hours.  The  new  railway  society  is  prosecuting  their  works  with 
great  vigor,  and  in  a  highly  creditable  manner.  The  line  to  Varciorova 
(running  through  the  whole  length  of  Wallachia)  to  the  Austrian  fron- 
tier is  under  contract  to  be  completed  in  three  years.  The  work  is  al- 
ready finished  to  Pitesti. 

Bucharest,  the  capital,  contains  a  population  variously  estimated  from 
170,000  to  190,000.  I  think  the  former  figure  sufficiently  high.  During 
the  past  year  the  city  has  been  lit  by  gas,  and  the  principal  streets  are 
now  being  laid  with  American  tramways. 

All  public  improvements  have  been  conceived  and  carried  out  by 
foreigners  and  foreign  capital,  and  all  the  advance  made  is  due  wholly 
to  foreign  influence;  yet,  Jiotwithstanding,  prejudice  against  the  for- 
eigner dies  liugeringly,  and  toward  the  Israelites,  who  are  treated  as 
strangers,  (though  compelled  to  pay  taxes  and  serve  in  the  army,)  breaks 
out  periodically  in  scenes  of  violence  and  robbery.  Indeed,  the  perse- 
cutions of  the  Hebrews  have  become  a  scandal  to  civilization,  and  have 
on  several  occasions  evoked — as  during  the  present  year,  after  the  out- 
rages of  Ismailo  and  Cabool,  and  the  mock-trials  of  Buzeo — the  interposi- 
tion of  foreign  governments. 

Upon  the  mercy  and  justice  of  the  prince,  who  fortunately  is  a  humane 
and  intelligent  ruler,  rests,  in  many  instances,  the  liberty  and  prosperity 
(capital  punishment'  was  abolished  under  Corza)  of  the  unfortunate 
Hebrew. 

I  may  add  that  the  present  ministry  are  more  united,  have  held  their 
portfolios  longer,  aiid  are  inspired  by  higher  sentiments  than  probably 
that  of  any  cabinet  the  prince  has  hitherto,  out  of  eight  distinct  changes, 
been  able  to  bring  about  him.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  ministers 
are  responsible  to  the  legislature,  and  that  ui)on  them  rest  the  burdens 
of  administration,  this  fact  evinces  a  more  perfect  insight  of  the  prince 
into  the  peculiar  characteristics  and  politics  of  the  country,  and  augurs 
favorably  for  the  future.  If  the  prince  and  cabiuet,  instead  of  yield- 
ing, even  though  but  temporarily,  to  the  uninstnicted  sentiment  of  the 
people,  played  upon  by  demagogues,  would  rise  superior,  lead  and  direct 
the  national  mind,  the  progress  of  the  nation  would  be  secured  and  make 
no  more  retrogressions. 
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The  Israelites,  who  number  nearly  250,000  of  the  population,  are,  for 
the  most  part,  devoted  to  handicraft  trades.  In  all  the  towns,  the  car- 
penters, joiners,  glaziers,  painters,  tinners,  tailors,  shoe-makers,  hat- 
makers,  &c.,  are  principally  Hebrews.  Not  a  few  are  engaged  in  bank- 
ing, commerce,  and  mercantile  trade;  and  it  is  against  this  class,  in 
reality,  that  hatred  and  jealousy  are  cherished,  (fostered  by  the  Greek 
and  Bulgarian,  who  are  their  competitors,)  though  the  poorer  classes 
are  made  the  victims. 

In  spite  of  oiany  drawbacks,  however,  the  spirit  of  western  civiliza- 
tion and  progress  is  reaching  and  extending  its  influence,  and  many 
years  cannot  elapse  before  great  changes  will  be  wrought  in  the  mond 
and  political,  as  well  as  material  and  social,  condition  of  the  country. 
I  am,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  PEIXOTTO. 


URUGUAY. 

No.  493. 
M.r.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish. 


No.  29.]  United  States  LEaATioN, 

Montevideo,  February  13, 1872.  (Received  March  23.) 
Sm:  There  are  now  substantial  reasons  to  hope  that  the  civil  war 
which  has  long  scourged  this  country  has  terminated.  If  the  Argentine 
government  under  a  former  administration,  in  wanton  defiance  of  the 
statesmanship  of  common  sense,  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Brazil  by 
which  its  natural  antagonist  was  strengthened  to  its  own  disadvantage, 
and  even  aided  to  force  a  revolutionary  party  into  power  in  Uruguay  in 
order  to  secure  a  third  party  to  said  "alliance,''  events  have  taught 
wisdom  to  the  first-named  power.  Sarmiento  and  his  cabinet,  inst^id 
of  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  empire  by  conniving  at  or  looking  with 
indiflPerence  on  the  protracted  internal  struggle  of  this  country,  have 
exerted  their  influence  to  bring  about  a  suspension  of  arms  between  the 
hostile  parties.  Some  weeks  since  an  armistice  was  secured  with  a  view 
to  negotiations  for  peace.  It  is  understood  that  flnally  a  basis  of  com- 
promise has  been  reached  which  has  the  approval  of  this  government 
and  of  the  commissioners  of  the  revolutionary  party.  Substantially  the 
same  line  of  policy  has  been  agreed  on  which  I  confidentially  and  nn- 
oflBcially  urged  on  the  Uruguay  President  and  cabinet  some  months  since. 
But  as  the  "treaty"  has  not  yet  passed  all  its  stages  to  a  public  and 
practical  fact,  I  wiil  await  the  next  monthly  steamer  before  I  give  more 
details  of  the  transaction  which  now  has  subh  hopeful  aspects. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  STEVENS. 
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No.  494. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  31.J  United  States  Legation, 

Montevideo,  March  8, 1872.    (Received  April  23.) 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  29,  of  February  13,  1872, 1  stated  tbat  tlie 
terms  of  peace  had  been  arranged  between  the  contending  parties  in  this 
country,  the  Argentine  minister  of  foreign  relations  acting  as  mediator. 
That  statement  was  correct.  After  long  and  elaborate  negotiations  tbe 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  by  tbe  special  agent  of  the  Uruguay  gov- 
ernment, the  commissioners  of  the  revolutionary  party  and  the  Argen- 
tine mediator.  The  terms  were,  in  substance,  that  both  parties  should 
disarm  and  abide  the  action  of  the  citizens  at  the  electoral  urns,  the 
existing  government  to  be  recognized  until  another  should  be  duly 
chosen  and  inaugurated,  it  being  a  fact  admitted  by  both  of  the  cx)n- 
tending  parties  that  the  legal  term  of  the  executive  and  of  congress  has 
already  expired,  save  eight  of  the  thirteen  senators  who  were  chosen  at . 
a  time  when  one  party  only  had  any  real  voice.  But  the  political 
and  military  leaders  of  the  government  party  would  not  consent  to  the 
resignation  of  the  eight  senators,  compelled  the  removal  of  the  govern- 
ment agent  who  had  signed  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  of  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  who  was  thoroughly  identified  with  .the  negotiations, 
the  two  ablest  political  men  of  the  country. 

The  i)rcsident  of  the  senate,  Seiior  Thomas  Gomensoro,  is  now  the 
acting  executive  of  the  republic  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  constitu- 
tion. He  has  just  selected  his  cabinet,  and  the  cry  of  the  government 
party  is  for  war.  But  as  the  pressure  of  the  commercial  men  and  the 
land-owners  is  strong  for  peace,  and  the  general  weariness  on  both  sides 
points  in  the  same  direction,  it  is  not  likely  that  very  vigorous  hostili- 
ties will  be  maintained.  In  the  mean  time  the  commerce  of  Montevideo 
flourishes  far  beyond  what  the  political  state  of  the  country  would 
seem  to  justify. 
1  am,  &;c., 

JOHN  L.  STEVENS. 


No.  495. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish, 

No.  32.J  United  States  Legation, 

Montevideo,  April  11, 1872.  (Received  June  21.) 
Sib  :  In  a  former  dispatch  I  informed  the  Department  of  State  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  that  had  been  negotiated  and  signed  by  the  commission- 
ers of  the  revolutionary  party  in  this  country,  the  special  agent  of  the 
government,  and  theJArgentine  mediator,  and  of  its  repudiation  by  the 
controlling  portion  of  the  government  party,  the  removal  of  the  special 
agent  of  the  government,  and  the  consequent  resignation  of  the  minis- 
terj  of  foreign  relations,  who  had  strongly  identified  himself  with  the 
negotiations.  I  am  now  pleased  to  transmit  the  information  that  the 
negotiations  were  renewed  by  the  new  acting  executive  and  his  cabi- 
net, and  that  a  new  agreement  of  pacification  has  been  made  between 
the  belligerent  parties,  approved  by  the  executive  and  both*  houses  of 
congress.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Perhaps  tbe  terms  of  the  arrangement  may  not  be  entirely  so  wise  as 
the  one  first  made,  but  it  seems  to  have  received  the  nearly  unanimous 
approval  of  the  government  and  the  revolutionists.  The  army  of  the 
revolution  places  itself  under  the  command  of  the  government,  and  is 
to  be  dissolved  and  sent  home,  and  so  much  of  the  government  army 
as  was  raised  for  the  war  is  to  be  at  once  disbanded. 

Universal  amnesty  is  adopted  as  the  rule  on  both  sides.  The  elec- 
tions are  to  be  held  within  two  months,  and  the  solemn  pledge  is  mutu- 
ally given  to  abide  the  issue  of  the  popular  decision.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  how  faithfully  the  terms  of  the  pacification  can  be  carried  out.  The 
joy  of  the  people  is  unbounded.  Three  days  have  been  set  apart  for 
national  celebration,  for  which  the  parties  coale^^ce  in  making  arrange- 
ments on  the  grandest  scale.  If  peace  can  be  secured  even  but  for  a 
brief  term  of  years,  this  country  will  make  remarkable  progress.  Mil- 
lions of  English  capital  are  secured,  and  efiicient  men  to  use  it,  as  soon 
as  peace  is  fully  realized  to  be  a  fact.  One  of  the  richest  and  best  lo- 
cated pieces  of  territory  in  the  world,  by  its  completely  organized  steam 
connection  with  Europe,its  natural  advantages  have  become  well  known 
to  the  immigrants  from  the  old  countries. 

A  brief  period  of  quiet  allowed  to  transpire,  influences  already  oper- 
ative will  completely  submerge  the  "  gancho  element "  which  partisan 
leaders  have  long  made  the  controlling  force  of  civil  wars. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  STEVENS. 


No.  496. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Stevens. 

No.  35.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofiy  April  19,  1872. 

Sir  :  This  Department  has  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  forebodings  of 
many  at  the  close  of  the  late  war  against  President  Lopez,  of  Paraguay, 
that  the  allies  would  extinguish  an  independent  government  there  by 
absorbing  the  territory  of  that  republic,  are  about  to  be  realized.  We 
have  not  information  full  or  explicit  enough  to  warrant  a  definitive 
opinion,  but  it  is  understood  that  Brazil  has  already  asserted  a  claim  to 
a  considerable  part  of  the  territory  of  which  Paraguay  held  possession 
prior  to  the  war.  It  is  believed  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  that  Paraguay  should  not  lose  its  independence  or  its  territory, 
but  should,  profiting  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  endeavor  in  the 
future  to  maintain  a  really  republican  government  over  that  region 
which,  if  peace  should  be  uninterrupted,  must  from  the  vast  natural  re- 
sources there  become  an  important  country  in  that  quarter,  and  a  bul- 
wark against  encroachment  from  any  of  its  neighbors. 

You  will  keep  the  Department  fully  apprised  of  anything  which  may 
take  pUwie  in  relation  to  this  important  subject  or  that  may  afTect  the 
interests  of  the  other  republics  bordering  on  the  great  imperial  govern- 
ment of  South  America. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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No.  497. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  37.]  United  States  Legation, 

Montevideo^  July  8, 1872.  (Received  August  21.) 
Sib:  Since  the  date  of  ray  dispatch,  No.  9,  of  last  month,  (Paraguay 
series,)  the  aspect  of  affairs  between  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic  has 
increased  in  belligerency.  The  press  of  the  two  countries  has  become 
extremely  bitter,  and  well-informed  persons  think  war  imminent.  The 
Argentine  government  has  recently  designated  General  Mitre,  former 
President,  and  largely  responsible  for  the  entrance  of  the  Argentines 
into  the  alliance  against  Paraguay,  as  special  minister  to  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
with  large  powers  to  make  the  effort  to  arrange  amicably  the  matters  in 
controversy  between  the  two  nations.  General  Mitre  left  this  city  one 
week  since,  and  at  this  date  must  have  arrived  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
There  are  strong  reasons  for  the  belief  that  the  Emperor  and  the  party 
in  power  in  Brazil  secretly  wish  war,  if  it  can  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
world  that  the  Argentines  invoke  it.  The  logic  of  recent  events  and  of 
transpiring  facts  indicate  that  Brazil  is  covertly  seeking  her  opportunity 
to  increase  her  domain  and  power  southward.  Five  days  since  I  had 
an  interview  with  an  intelligent  gentleman  •  •  who  has  had  much 
experience  in  South  American  affairs,  of  decided  caution  and  modera- 
tion, recently  from  Rio,  where  he  has  had  rare  opportunities  to  learn  the 
secret  tendencies  and  purposes  of  the  Emperor  and  his  confidential  ad- 
visers. He  gave  it  as  his  unqualified  opinion  that  the  Emperor  and  the 
conservative  party  now  in  power  desire  war,  if  the  Argentines  can  be 
made  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  commencing  it.  •  •  •  •  This 
country  has  just  emerged  from  a  protracted  civil  war,  and  the  effects  of 
peace  are  already  cheeringly  auspicious.  Foreign  capital  and  efficient 
organizations  to  wield  it  are  already  actively  engaged  in  important  ope- 
rations in  this  country,  and  other  enterprises  are  soon  to  be  launched  if 
the  scourge  of  war  can  be  kept  away. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  STEVENS. 


No.  498. 

Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Stevens. 

No.  42.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  August  24, 1872. 

Sm:  Your  No.  37,  under  date  of  8th  July,  has  been  received.  At  the 
same  time  comes  information  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  more  hopeful  of  the 
maintenance  of  peace  between  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic. 

It  is  the  earnest  wish  of  this  Government  that  the  differences  between 
those  two  governments  should  be  settled  amicably,  and  the  President 
omits  no  opportunity  of  giving  expression  to  this  wish. 

Should  the  hope  which  the  more  recent  intelligence  from  Rio,  where 
General  Mitre  had  arrived,  not  be  justified  by  future  advices,  the  Presi- 
dent will  consider  in  what  manner  he  can  most  appropriately  evince  the 
desire  of  this  Government  to  prevent  hostilities  between  the  two  South 
American  powers,  and  maintain  the  neutrality  and  peace  of  Uruguay. 
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In  the  event  contemplated  as  possible  in  your  dispatch,  of  Brazil  in- 
terfering with  the  peace  of  Uruguay,  and  taking  command  of  the  harbor 
and  city  of  Montevideo,  while  Uruguay  shall  have  abstained  from  any 
hostile  act  against  Brazil,  and  shall  not  have  given  any  cause  of  provo- 
cation, you  are  authorized  to  remonstrate  against  any  unprovoked 
attack  upon  a  peaceable  power,  and  if  any  interference  with  the  right  of 
American  commerce  or  of  American  citizens  should  occur,  you  will 
formally  protest  against  the  same,  and  make  immediate  and  full  report 
to  this  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  499. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No.  38.]  United  States^  Legation, 

Montevideo^  October  10, 1872.    (Received  November  21.) 

Sir  :  Believing  it  among  the  official  duties  of  the  diplomatic  agents  of 
the  United  States  residing  in  foreign  countries  to  give  information  to  the 
Department  of  State  in  respect  to  whatever  may  tend  to  facilitate  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  our  own  citizens  and  those  of  other  nations, 
the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  submit  some  facts  as  to  the  necessities  of 
American  trade  mth  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  It  may  be  unnecessary  to  repeat 
to  what  extent  the  methods  and  agencies  of  commerce  have  changed 
within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  It  is  fully  appreciated  by  our  citi- 
zens that  railways,  telegraphs, lines  of  steamers,  and  express  companies, 
aided  by  organization  and  discipline  far  superior  to  former  times,  have 
revolutionized  and  vastly  increased  our  home  intercourse  and  commerce. 
It  will  not  be  denied  that  in  some  important  respects  the  exigencies 
of  our  foreign  commerce  have  been  overlooked. 

What  are  the  facts  as  to  the  countries  of  the  Atlantic  side  of  South 
America!  What  are  the  means  of  prompt  and  regular  transport  of  in- 
telligence and  merchandise?  Our  reliance  in  a  large  degree  is  on  the 
old  methods  of  wind  and  sail.  The  Atlantic  slope  of  South  America, 
leaving  out  Central  America,  has  a  population  of  thirteen  millions,  with 
an  annual  trade  of  nearly  three  hundred  millions  gold  dollars,  pro- 
ducing much  that  the  United  States  do  not  produce  but  need  for  consump- 
tion, and  requiring  much  that  the  United  States  can  supply,  and  wish 
to  export.  To  make  the  necessary  exchanges  of  productions  between  these 
thirteen  millions  of  foreign  people  and  the  forty  millions  of  our  own  popu- 
lation, what  is  there  in  operation  of  the  great  agencies  which  have  so 
revolutionized  and  accelerated  modern  commerce?  One  monthly  line 
of  steamers  between  New  York  and  Rio  de  Janeiro.  All  else  save  what 
is  done  by  this  line  of  three  steamers  must  be  done  by  the  same  methods 
in  use  centuries  ago. 

What  are  the  European  agencies  of  commercial  communication  with 
these  thirteen  millions  of  people  of  Atlantic  South  America?  One  com- 
pany— Lamport  &  Holt — ^has  twenty- four  steamers,  affording  transit  for 
passenger8,;freight,  and  mail,  once  a  week  each  way.  The  average  ton- 
nage of  these  steamers  is  fifteen  hundred  tons.  The  Royal  Mail,  six 
magnificent  steamers  of  three  thousand  tons  each,  carries  freight,  passen- 
gers, and  mail  twice  a  month,  each  way.    The  Pacific  Company  has 
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twelve  magnificent  steamers  of  three  thousand  tons  each,  carrying 
passengers,  freight,  and  mail  twice  a  month,  each  way.  The  Belgian 
line,  of  four  large  steamers  for  passengers,  freight^  and  mail,  affords 
monthly  transit  each  way.  The  White  Star  line  has  recently  com- 
menced service,  and  has  six  steamers  of  four  thousand  tons  each,  carry- 
ing passengers,  freight,  and  mails  monthly,  to  and  from  Europe.  The 
French  line  has  four  first-class  iron  steamers,  of  three  to  four  thousand 
tons  each,  and  transports  passengers,  freight,  and  mails  once  a  month,  each 
way.  The  Italian  line  has  four  large  iron  steamers,  for  passengers, 
freight,  and  mails,  and  affords  monthly  transit  to  and  from  Italy  and  inter- 
mediate ports.  The  German  line,  of  ibnr  steamers,  for  passengers,  freight, 
and  mails,  affords  monthly  transit  to  and  from  Hamburg.  The  Clyde 
line,  of  four  steamers,  for  passengers,  freight,  and  mails,  provides 
monthly  transportation  to  and  from  Great  Britain  and  intermediate  ports. 
The  Polana  line,  of  four  steamers,  for  passengers,  freight,  and  mail, 
affords  monthly  transportation  to  and  from  Liverpool  and  Antwerp. 
The  Eoyal  Mail,  the  French,  the  Belgian,  and  the  Pacific  lines  are  sub- 
sidiz^j  the  first  by  the  English  government,  the  second  by  the  French 
government,  the  third  by  the  Belgian  government,  and  the  fourth  by 
the  Chilian  government.  Thus,  while  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  direct  steam  communication  with  the  thirteen  millions  of  people  of 
Atlantic  South  America  twelve  times  in  a  year,  with  the  service  ^  three 
steamers,  the  European  countries  have  communication  with  the  same 
Atlantic  South  America  one  hundred  and  eighty  times  in  a  year,  with 
the  service  of  seventy  steamers — a 'regular  transit  foi:  passengers, 
freight,  and  mail,  on  an  average  of  each  alternate  day.  And,  while 
Europe  has  this  constant  communication  with  all  the  countries  and 
chief  cities  of  Atlantic  South  America,  the  United  States  monthly 
communications  extend  no  farther  south  than  Rio  de  Janeiro,  stopping 
eleven  hundred  miles  short  of  the  three  millions  of  people  of  the  Eio 
de  la  Plata  countries,  as  well  as  the  commercial  ports  of  Brazil  south 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Against  this  tremendous  odds  of  reguhw  and  rapid 
means  of  communication  which  Europe  has  against  the  United  States, 
is  it  a  wonder  that  the  latter  has  no  greater  proportion  of  the  trade 
of  Atlantic  South  America!  Rather,  is  it  not  a  marvel  that  the  United 
States  retains  so  much  of  this  commerce !  Even  had  our  citizens  a 
regular  and  reliable  monthly  steam  transit  for  passengers,  freight,  and 
mail  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  without  the  present  perplexii^g  and  dama- 
ging impediment  and  delay  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  our  trade  with  the  former 
would  be  largely  increased. 

Our  lamentable  destitution  of  regular  steam-transit  to  the  commercial 
points  south  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  need  only  to  be  stated  to  be  understood. 
The  Gallison  line  takes  passengers,  freight,  and  mail  from  New  York 
via  Saint  Thomas  to  Rio  monthly,  and  another  steamer  equally 
often  makes  the  passage  from  Rio  to  New  York — ^the  distance  five 
thousand  four  hundred  miles — ^leaving  passengers,  freight,  and  mail 
one  thousand  and  thirty  miles  short  of  Montevideo,  and  one  thou- 
sand one 'hundred  and  fifty  miles  short  of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  may  be  said 
that  as  the  numerous  European  lines  stop  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the 
passage  to  and  from  the  commercial  ports  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  the 
passengers,  merchandise,  and  mail  of  the  New  York  line  can  be  put  on 
board  the  European  steamers,  and  thus  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
United  States  can  be  served  nearly  as  well  as  though  the  American 
steamers  proceeded  directly  the  whole  distance  to  Montevideo  and 
Buenos  Ayres.  This  opinion,  if  cherished,  is  a  practical  delusion.  True, 
the  mail  can  generally  be  transferred  without  serious  dela^^  on  board 
the  European  steamers,  though  this  is  far  from  being  always  realized. 
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Passengers  are  necessarily  compelled  to  make  an  expensive  delay  at 
Eio  de  Janeiro.  Bat  the  obstruction  to  freight  amoants  to  a  most  dam- 
aging barricade.  All  the  boxes  and  packages  of  merchandise  mast  be 
landed  at  Rio,  and  go  through  the  Brazilian  castom-hoase.  This  im- 
poses on  the  owners  of  the  goods  the  vexations  and  charges  of  the  cus- 
tom-house officials,  amounting  to  a  considerable  percentage  on  the  first 
cost,  and  makes  a  delay,  running  all  the  way  from  two  weeks  to  four 
months.*  But  these  custom  house  charges  on  goods  in  transit  are  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  actual  disj^vantage^  and  loss  to  the  mer- 
chants in  the  United  States  or  in  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayers,  whose 
goods  are  thus  blockaded  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  In  addition  to  the  loss  of 
interest  on  the  capital  invested  is  the  far  greater  loss  of  trade  by  not 
having  the  merchandise  at  the  opportune  season  when  it  is  wanted, 
especially  as  these  dealers  in  United  States  goods  are  in  direct  compel 
tition  with  the  merchants  who  have  their  orders  filled  in  Liverpool,  Ant- 
werp, and  Paris  through  the  regular  weekly  transit  of  the  European 
steamers.  The  marvel  is,  how  the  United  States  trade  can  even  par- 
tially withstand  this  strain.  To  obviate  this  destructive  delay  of  United 
States  goods  at  Rio,  arriving  by  the  New  York  steamers,  mercantile 
agencies  can  be  employed  at  that  point  to  attend  to  the  forwarding  of 
the  goods  through  the  custom-house  and  transshipment  on  borrd  the 
European  steamers  bound  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  While  the  majority 
of  those  who  wish  to  send  packages  of  merchandise  from  the  United 
Stat«»s  by  the  New  York  steamers  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  are  unable  to 
keep  in  emi)loy  a  dispatch-agent  it  Rio  de  Janeiro,  those  who  are  able 
to  do  this  have  an  additional  expense  put  on  their  goods  for  this  dis- 
patch service ;  besides,  the  European  steamers,  in  the  interests  of  Eui-o- 
pean  commerce,  tax  a  much  higher  rate  of  freight  on  United  States 
goods  between  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  than  between 
Europe  and  Rio  de  Janeiro.  That  is,  the  freight  charged  by  European 
steamers  on  boxes  of  United  States  merchandise  between  Rio  de  Janeiro 
and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  commercial  cities,  is  more  than  half  the  amoant 
charged  on  similar  freight  from  Liverpool  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  though  the 
distance  between  the  former  points  is  not  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
distance  between  the  two  latter  places.  The  magnitude  of  this  Rio  de 
Janeiro  barricade  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  will  give  it  consideration. 
It  is  too  intolerable  to  be  long  endured. 

But  what  is  the  inducement  to  the  action  of  government  to  aid  in  the 
extension  of  our  steam  transit  to  the'Rio  de  la  Plata  I  The  numbers  of 
people  living  in  this  part  of  Atlantic  South  America  cannot  vary  much 
from  three  millions.  The  trade  of  the§e  people,  almost  entirely  concen- 
trated at  Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres,  is  about  $80,000,000  in  gold 
per  annum.  A.t  this  time  the  United  States  have  about  one-tenth  of 
this  trade.  This  proportion  would  be  speedily  changed  greatly  in  our 
favor,  could  the  New  York  line  of  steamers  be  extended  to  Montevideo 
and  Buenos  Ayres.  The  products  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  are  now  readily 
transported  to  the  United  States  by  sail-vessels,  and  lumber,  flour,  petrole- 
um, and  some  other  coarse  freight  can  be  successfully  shipped  by  the 
same  class  of  vessels  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  But  our  manufactured 
articles,  our  agricultural  tools  and  machinery,  the  compact  and  valuable 
packages  of  goods,  the  numerous  "  specialties,^  in  the  production  of 
which  American  ingenuity  so  much  excels,  direct  and  regular  steam 
transit  is  indispensable.  As  our  steamers  make  the  passage  of  five 
thousand  four  hundred  miles  from  New  York  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  why 
should  they  not  continue  the  other  one  thousand  and  thirty  miles  to 
Montevideo  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  Buenos 
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Ayres  ?  Why  the  transit  of  five-sixths  of  the  distance,  and  the  omis- 
sion to  make  the  other  sixth  of  the  transit  to  the  three  millions  of  people 
of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  who  consume  a  greater  pro  rata  of  such  articles 
as  we  produce  than  the  people  living  nearer  the  Equator  ?  Perhaps  it 
may  be  said  that  the  same  reasons  for  the  extension  of  our  steam  line 
to  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres  would  require  its  continuance  up  the 
Parana,  Paraguay,  and  the  Uruguay  Rivers.  This  is  an  error.  Already 
the  means  of  steam  transportation  up  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  and  il^s  tribu- 
taries are  thoroughly  supplied,  and  not  organized  adversely  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  United  States. 

Far  up  into  southern  Brazil,  two  thousand  miles  above  Montevideo, 
run  regularly  light-draught  steamers,  and  thus  the  entire  commerce,  ex-, 
port  and  import,  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  Paraguay,  Uruguay,  and  the 
southern  provinces  of  Brazil  are  concentrated  at  Buenos  Ayres  and 
Montevideo,  and  there  transshipped  to  ocean  vessels,  and  in  no  respect 
would  there  be  any  discrimination  against  ocean  transit  in  the  United 
States  steamers.  It  would  result,  then,  that  if  the  link  is  supplied  be- 
tween Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  two  great  commercial  ports  of  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  that  we  should  have  a  complete  chain  of  organized  steam-trans- 
port of  eight  thousand  miles  from  New  York  to  the  province  of  Matto 
Grosso,  far  up  the  River  Paraguay  in  southwestern  Brazil.  Shall  that 
link  remain  uusupplied,  and  the  commercial  barricade  remain  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  when  it  can  be  filled  at  one-fourth  of  the  expense  to  the  United 
States  Government  that  it  now  costs  to  maintain  the  line  from  New  York 
to  Rio  de  Janeiro  !  Clearly  the  imperative  interests  of  our  commerce 
demand  a  serai-monthly  line  of  superior  steamers,  equal  to  those  of  the 
Gallison  line,  between  New  York  and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata.  But  the  im- 
mediate extension 'of  the  monthly  line  to  Buenos  Ayres  is  necessary  to 
enable  American  trade  to  break  through  the  wall  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
which  shuts  our  citizens  from  the  commerce  of  three  millions  of  people. 
The  completion  of  numerous  lines  of  railway  now  under  construction  in 
the  Argentine  Republic  and  Uruguay  is  tending  largely  to  increase  the 
trade  and  population  of  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres,  the  former  now 
of  a  population  of  one  hundred  thousand,  and  the  latter  of  t\^o  hundred 
thousand  population,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  should  place 
themselves  at  once  in  more  intimate  relations  with  them,  and  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  in  these  Rio  de  la  Plata  countries,  with  a  vast 
fertile  territory  and  a  genial  climate  is  growing  up  a  vigorous  and 
spirited  people,  whose  commercial  wants  are  rapidly  on  the  increase, 
and  whose  institutions  more  contact  with  us  could  not  fail  to  stimulate 
and  improve. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  STEVENS. 


VENEZUELA. 

No.  500. 

Mr.  Pile  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  7.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Caracas,  October  22, 1871.     (Received  November  22.) 
Sib:  I  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  decree  issued  by  this  gavernment 
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declaring  a  blockade  of  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco  Eiver.  I  doubt  if  the 
government  will  be  able  to  make  this  decree  legal  by  stationing  an 
effective  naval  force  at  the  month  of  the  river.  Of  this  I  shall  be  bet- 
ter informed  after  the  arrival  of  the  next  steamer  firom  Trinidad,  and  will 
promptly  report  the  facts  to  the  Department. 
I  have.  &c., 

WM.  A.  PILE. 


[XncloBure  in  No.  7.— Traiislation.l 

Jo8^  Ignaoio  Palido,  the  deeic^ated  encbarffed  with  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States  of  Veneasuela,  in  nse  of  the  flsicaUies  with  which  he  was  invested  by  the  congress 
of  plenipotentiaries,  decrees : 

Abticlb  1.  In  consequence  of  the  occupation  of  Ciudad  Bolivar  by  the  revolutionists, 
the  uavigariou  of  the  watt^rs  of  the  Orinoco  River  is  prohibited,  and  a  blockade  of  the 
coast  into  which  its  months  open  is  instituted. 

Article  2.  The  necessary  naval  force  to  make  this  blockade  effective  is  destined 
for  it. 

Article  3.  The  commanders  of  the  blockading  ships  will  proceed,  with  regularity, 
in  accordance  with  ordinances  of  March  liO^  182*2,  and  the  following  dispositions,  viz : 

Ist.  The  ships  that  depart  from  their  ports  in  Europe  during  the  two  months  counted 
from  this  date ;  those  that  proceed  from  the  United  States  of  North  America  during 
one  month  counted  from  this  date;  those  that  proceed  from  the  Antilles,  except  Cura- 
sao and  Trinidad,  during  fifteen  days  from  the  same  date;  and  those  departing  from 
Trinidad,  Curasao,  and  Demerara,  until  the  day  in  which  their  respective  authorities 
shall  be  notified  of  this  blockade,  that  enter  these  waters,  whose  coasts  are  blockaded, 
will  be  notified  by  the  blockading  ships  that  they  cannot  pass  the  line  of  blockade, 
and  when  they  insist  on  continuing  in  these  waters  they  will  have  to  be  considered  in 
violation  of  the  blockade. 

2d.  The  ships  to  which  the  preceding  article  refers  will  be  notified  at  the  time  of 
this  first  notification  that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  article  21  of  the  third 
law  of  the  code  of  Hacienda,  they  will  be  permitted  to  enter  and  discharge  their  cargo 
in  any  other  port  of  the  republic  not  occupied  by  the  revolutionists,  if  tney  so  desire. 

3d.  The  times  mentioned  in  disposition  No.  I  of  this  article  having  transpired,  all 
ships  entering  into  the  waters  of  the  blockaded  coast  will  be  considered  as  having  been 
notified,  and  will  be  sent  in  custody  to  the  marine  court  at  Porto  Cabello. 

Abticlu  4.  This  decree  will  be  communicated  to  whom  it  concerns,  and  the  minister 
of  war  and  marine  will  have  charge  of  its  publication  and  execution. 

Given  in  Caracas,  2d  day  of  October,  1871— eighth  of  the  law  and  thirteenth  of  the 
federation. 

J.  I.  PULIDO, 
The  MinUfer  of  War  and  Marine 
MIGUEL  A.  OLIVO, 
A  copy :         The  Secretary  of  Marine  ad  interim, 
L.  AGOERO. 

A  copy:  Guzman. 


No.  501. 

Mr.  Pile  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  44.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Caraoasj  May  8, 1872.    (Received  May  21.) 
Sir  :  I  Imve  received  from  the  miuister  of  foreign  relations  official 
copy  of  decree  removing  the  blockade  from  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco 
and  adjacent  coast.    A  printed  copy  of  this  decree,  with  translation,  is 
herewith  inclosed. 
I  have,  &c., 

WMr  A.  PILE. 
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[Inoloeiire  **  1"  in  Ko.  44.— Tnua8Uitioii.| 

Jnan  Bautista  Garcia,  enoharged  with  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  of  Vene- 
zuela : 

The  forces  of  the  government  having  recovered  Ciodad  Bolivar  and  freed  the  state 
of  Gaayana  from  enemies,  it  is  ther^ore  decreed: 

Article  1.  That  the  waters  of  the  Orinoco  in  all  their  extensions,  embracing  all  its 
mouths  as  far  as  Cindad  Bolivar,  be  opened  to  general  commerce,  and  the  blockade  on 
the  coast  of  the  same  river  suspended ;  and  in  consequence,  the  decree  of  October  2, 
1871,  that  established  such  blockade  is  abrogated. 

Article  2.  The  minister  of  war  and  marine  will  be  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  decree  and  of  communicatingit  to  whom  it  may  concern. 
Given  in  Caracas  4th  of  May,  ll72,  ninth  of  the  law  and  fourteenth  of  the  federation. 

JUAN  B.  GARCIA. 
JtftitMter  of  War  and  Marine, 
JUAN  T.  PEREZ, 


No.  602. 

Mr.  Pile  to  Mr.  Fish 

No.  60.]         Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Cara^ioSj  June  8, 1872.    (Eeceived  June  20.) 

Sir  :  -The  steamer  Yirginius  under  the  United  States  flag  arrived  at 
Puerto  Cabello  about  May  16.  On  lier  arrival  I  was  notified  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  Puerto  Cabello  that  the  commander  of  the 
Spanish  man-of-war  Arapiles. threatened  to  capture  the  Virginius  and 
sink  her.  I  was  also  informed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  (see 
inclosure  A)  that  the  Venezuelan  authorities  had  been  asked  to  detain 
the  vessel.  Under  these  circumstances  I  instructed  the  consul  as  set 
forth  in  my  answer  to  the  note,  of  Minister  Guzman,  (see  inclosure  B.) 

On  the  24th  of  May  the  United  States  steamer  Shawmut  arrived  at 
La  Guaira  from  Ciudad  Bolivar.  Captain  Potter,  commanding  the 
Shawmut,  after  visiting  this  city  and  conferring  with  me,  proceeded  with 
the  Shawmut  to  Puerto  Cabello,  intending  to  convoy  the  Virginius  to 
the  high  seas  in  case  she  desired  to  depart  from  that  port. 

Mr.  Manuel  Quesada,  who  in  some  way  represents  the  owners  of  this 
vessel,  is  here  endeavoring  to  negotiate  a  sale  to  the  government  of 
Venezuela.  If  he  succeeds,  this  will  relieve  the  United  States  authori- 
ties from  any  further  trouble  in  protecting  the  Virginius.  If  the  sale  is 
not  made  and  no  instructions  are  received  from  the  United  States  in 
reference  to  the  Virginius,  she  will  be  allowed  to  leave  Puerto  Cabello 
upon  any  legal  voyage  whenever  her  captain  desires  to  do  so,  and  in 
case  she  is  molested  in  or  near  the  waters  of  Venezuela,  the  necessary 
protest  wiU  be  made  and  the  facts  reported  to  the  Government. 
I  have,  &c., 

WM.  A.  PILE. 


[Indorare  A.in  No.  50.— Translatioii.] 
Mr,  Gueman  to  Mr  Pile. 

Untted  States  of  Venezuela, 

IfnaSTRT  OF  FOBBIGN  RELATIONS,  BUREAU  2,  No.  33, 

Caraoasy  May  20, 1872. 

SiK :  By  reason  of  the  arriyal  of  the  steamer  Vireinins  at  Puerto  Cahello,  Mr.  Colo- 

gan,  encharged  ad  interim  of  the  Spanish  legation,  has  inclosed  to  me  copy  of  a  note 

of  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  war-frisate  Herona,  anchored  in  La  Gaaira,  with 

the  principal  ohject  that  the  government  snould  detain  or  embargo  the  Virginias  in 
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the  port  in  which  she  is  now  anchored  in  order  to  prevent  her  departure  until  the 
maritime  squadron  of  his  flag,  that  is  now  in  the  same  waters,  shall  receive  orders  and 
instructions  from  the  government  of  Madrid  on  this  particular  case. 

Venezuela  desires,  as  is  just  and  regular,  in  all  her  relations  with  the  government  of 
His  Catholic  Mi^esty,  always  to  fulflll  with  fidelity  the  treaties  that  bind  the  two  gov- 
ernments, but  in  according  the  detention  or  embargo  of  the  Virginius,  the  government 
ought  to  attend  with  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  to  its  compromises  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America;  and  as  your  excellency  has  pleased  to  inform 
me  in  personal  conference  to-day  that  you  had  already  given  orders  and  instructions 
to  the  North  American  consul  in  Puerto  Cabello,  in  reference  to  the  detention  and  de- 
parture of  the  Virginius,  in  her  quality  as  a  ship  under  the  American  flag,  it  is  my 
duty  to  direct  this  note  to  your  excellency,  to  prevent  all  collision  between  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  government  and  the  orders  which  your  excellency  has  gi«ven,  avoiding 
in  this  manner  all  contradiction  from  which  a  question  could  arise  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  your  excellency,  whose  friendship  this  republic  appreciates  as  much  as  it  owes 
to  that  of  His  Catholic  Mtgesty. 

I  hope  that  your  excellency  in  reciprocity  to  these  sentiments  will  please  inform 
me  of  these  orders  and  instructions  which  will  be  the  expression  of  your  views  in  the 
matter. 

Accept,  your  excellency,  the  protestation  of  my  most  high  consideration. 

ANTONIO  L.  GUZMAN. 


[Indosare  B  in  No.  50.] 

Mr,  Pile  to  Mr.  Guzman, 

Legation  op  the  Unpted  States  op  America, 

^  Caracas,  May  20,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  your  excellency  of 
this  date,  stating  that  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Virginius  at  Puerto 
Cabello,  and  certain  representations  made  to  your  excellency  by  the  commandante  de 
la  fragrata  Espanola  la  Gerona,  and  Mr.  Cologan,  in  charge  of  the  Spanish  legation,  in 
reference  to  said  steamer,  and  in  order  to  avoid  all  collision  between  the  government 
of  Venezuela  and  any  instructions  I  may  have  given  to  the  consul  of  the  above-named 
port,  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  ask  to  be  informed  of  the  character  of  such  orders  and 
instructions. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  United  States  consul  at  said  port  reports 
to  me  that  the  Virginius  is  an  American  steamer,  with  all  her  papers  in  perfect  and  legal 
order,  and  he  is  consequently  instructed  as  follows  : 

Ist.  Thatin  case  any  attempt  is  made  to  capture  her  at  that  port,  or  within  Vene- 
zuelan waters,  he  is  to  protest  against  such  attempt  and  ask  the  protection  of  the  au- 
thorities, civil  and  military,  at  tnat  port  for  said  steamer. 

2d.  That  if  the  said  steamer  Virginius  desires  to  leave  the  port  of  Puerto  Cabello 
upon  a  legal  and  regular  voyage,  without  any  evidence  that  she  has  on  board  articles 
'*  contraband  of  war,''  or  intends  any  illegal  act  against  the  government  of  Spain,  he  is 
to  give  his  consent  (so  far  as  that  is  required)  and  ask  the  consent  of  the  local  authori- 
ties for  her  departure. 

3d.  That  because  of  representations  in  relation  to,  and  accusations  of  illegal  inten- 
tions made  against  this  steamer,  he  is  to  exercise  due  care  not  to  give  his  sanction  nor 
ask  the  protection  of  the  local  authorities,  nor  their  consent  for  her  departure  from 
that  port  carrying  articles  "  contraband  of  war,"  designed  for  the  revolutionists  in 
Cub^  nor  upon  any  illegal  expedition  to  said  island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  exceUenoy  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration, 
i  WM.  A.  PILE. 


No.  603. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Pile. 

No.  39.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  22,  1872. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  45,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of 
Miguel  Felipe  and  Bartholome  Antich,  natives  of  Venezuela,  but  natu- 
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ralized  in  this  country,  has  been  received.  The  course  taken  by  you  in 
regard  to  the  matter  is  approved.  The  Venezuelan  minister  for  foreign 
.affairs,  however,  seems  to  have  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  clause  of  the 
constitution  of  that  republic  to  which  he  refers  as  justifying  their  claim 
to  jurisdiction  over  those  persons.  That  clause  merely  affirms  a  truism 
contained  in  many  other  constitutions,  and.  founded  upon  public  law, 
that  all  persons  bom  in  a  country  are  to  be  regarded  as  citizens  thereof. 
It  does  not  deny  the  right  of  expatriation,  as  the  minister  appears  to 
suppose.  Few  governments  now  make  such  a  denial,  and  the  Depart- 
ment is  not  aware  of  any  law  of  Venezuela  which  prohibits  emigfration 
from  that  country  and  naturalization  elsewhere.  If,  however,  as  ap- 
pears to  be  the  case,  the  persons  referred  to  propose  to  return  to  the 
United  States,  that  step,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  relieve  us  from 
further  controversy  in  regard  to  their  particular  case. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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CENTRAL  AMERICA :  ^**^^ 

reconfederation  of  states 519^23 

CHAPPERON,  Mr. : 

concemiDg  the  sacking  of  his  houses  at  Asuncion  and  Luqae,  by  Brazil- 
ian troops... i 73-83 

CHILI: 

ravages  of  the  small-pox  in  Santiago 110-125 

boundary-line.   (See  BOLIVIA.) 

CHINA: 

opening  the  port  of  Kiangchow 125„126 

the  expedition  to  Corea 127-130 

necessity  of  competent  interpreters  for  the  United  States  consulates.  130, 137, 138 
has  under  consideration  the  project  of  sending  a  number  of  young  men 

to  the  United  States  to  be  educated 130-132 
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hai for  the  United  States 135,136 
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disposition  of  the  Chinese  indemnity  fund 136 

treaty  with  Japan ,....  484-486 

CHOLERA : 

its  extent  in  Russia , 492 

CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM : 

views  of  the  Greek  government 250 

COLOMBIA,  UNITED  STATES  OF : 

the  affair  of  the  American  steamer  Montijo 138-140, 142-156 

Colombia  asserts  that  her  owners  have  no  right  to  ask  indemnity  from 

the  national  government 146,147 

Demand  of  the  United  States  for  the  punishment  of  Herr^ra  and  his  ac- 
complices as  pirates 138 

Hiipersedeas  issued  in  the  case  of  Herr^ra  and  Diaz 154,155 

the  Virginius  blockaded  in  the  port  of  Colon,  (Aspinwall) 139, 140, 156-158 

Anancial  condition  of  Colombia 141,142 

purchase  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  in  view  of  apprehended  troubles 

arising  in  her  territory 142 

consular  treaty  with  Germany 189 

COOLIE  TRADE : 

in  Russia * 481 

COREA.    (See  CHINA.) 

COSTA  RICA: 

election  of  deputies  to  form  a  constituent  assembly 158 

its  probable  object 159 

adjournment  of  the  constituent  assembly 159 

changes  in  the  constitution 159 

distrust  of  those  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  present  government,  and 

punishment  of  offenders. 159 

conference  with  Nioaragtia  on  the  subject  of  an  inter-oceanic  canal 160 

the  United  States  urged  to  undertake  the  work  of  constructing  it 160 

same  subject.    The  United  States  Government  has  organized  a  board  of 

en^neers,  and  will  submit  the  project  to  them  for  their  consideration  161 

election  of  General  Guardia  as  President 161 

CROSSMAN,  CAPTAIN  ALEXANDER  F. : 

drowning  of,  while  surveying  route  for  canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Ni- 
caragua   463,464 

CUBA : 

slavery  question.    (See  SPAIN.) 

DIAZ,  GENERAL.    (See  UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBU.) 
DUTIES,  DISCRIMINATING: 

mutual  abolition  of,  with  Spain 1 

mutual  abolition  of,  with  Japan 2 

revival  of,  with  France 3 

concerning  principal   articles  of  exports  from  the  United  States  into 
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ECUADOR: 

finaucinl  condition  of 162 

free  circulation  of  American  coin  throughout  that  country 162 

law  recently  passed  by  the  local  congress  of  the  state  of  Cauca,  in  Colom- 
bia, upon  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  that  state 162-164 

relative  to  the  personal  issue  between  the  President  of  Ecuador  and  the 

President  of  Cauca 167 

Dr.  L.  B.  Wilson,  an  American  citizen,  his  imprisonment  in  Ecuador.  164-167, 174 

steam  navigation  between  Great  Britain  and  South  America 169-172 

contemplated  establishment  of  French  line  of  steamers 175 

difficulties  with  the  Indians  near  Ripbamba 172-174 

murders  committed  and  villages  burned  by  the  Indians 173, 174 

American  mechanics  and  artisans  locating  in  Ecuador 175, 179 

courtesies  extended  to  the  United  States  legation  on  the  occasion  of  the 

anniversary  of  Washington's  birth '. .  177-179 

anticipated  increase  of  trade  with  the  United  States 179 

EDUCATION: 

Austrian  government  desires  a  perfect  representation,  at  the  Exposition, 

of  common-school  system  of  education,  as  adopted  in  this  country...  56 

system  of  America;  popularity  with  which  it  is  received  in  Greece 225,226 

system  of  Greece,  giving  tabular  statements  of  number  of  schools  and 

pupils 229-232 

system  of  Salvador 511 

ELDREDGE,  CAPTAIN  CLEMENT: 

his  arrest  and  brutal  treatment  by  the  Haytian  authorities  at  Port  au 

Prince 285-287,  e89 

EMANCIPATION  OF  SLAVES.    (See  BRAZIL.) 
EMANCIPATION  OF  SLAVES.    (See  SPALN.) 
EMIGRATION: 

destitute  condition  of  Americans  who  emigrated  to  Brazil  at  the  close  of 

the  war 90 

American  mechanics  and  artisans  locating  in  Ecuador 175, 179 

emigration  from  Germany  to  the  United  States 189 

German  papers  complain 189 

the  Pommeranian  Agricultural  Society,  of  Germany,  reqnests  that  free 

transportation  may  be  afforded  those  who  have  emigrated  and  who 

desire  to  return 189 

amount  of  emigration  to  the  United  States  daring  the  first  four  months 

of  1872 190 

contemplated   emigration  of  the  sect   called  Mennoniten,  numbering 

25,000  persons 190 

German  government  denies  that  measures  have  been  adopted  by  her 

to  prevent  emigration 194,195 

promulgation  of  denial 196 

reasons  why  Germany  has  discontinued  the  practice,  heretofore  followed, 

of  aiding  the  emigration  of  her  people 195,196 

shipment  of  criminals  from  Greece  to  the  United  States ..249,25l-25;i 

emigration  from  Russia  to  the  United  States t 487-491, 492 
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celebration  of  American  Thanksgiving  Day 185, 186 
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opening  of  parliament  by  Count  Bismarck • 188 

consular  treaty  with  the  United  States ^ 189 

emigration  to  the  United  States 189 

German  papers  complaining  of  it 189 

the  Pomraeranian  Agricultural  Society  requests  that  free  transportation 

may  be  aftbrded  those  who  have  already  emigrated  and  who  desire  to 

return 189 

statement  of  emigration  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  four 

months  of  this  year 190 

contemplated  emigration  of  the  sect  called  Mennoniten,  (25,000  souls)..  190 

denies  that  measures  have  been  adopted  by  her  to  prevent  emigration..  194, 195 

promulgation  of  denial 195 
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the  emigration  of  her  people 195, 196 
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GONZALES,  ABRAHAM: 

kidnapped  in  United  States  territory  by  Mexicans 448, 449, 458, 46 
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the  King's  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  chamber  of  deputies 223, 238 
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and  Queen 224,225 
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brigandage  io.    (See  BRIGANDAGE  IN  GREECE.) 

cordial  reception  of  the  United  States  minister  by  the  archbishop  of 

Athens 233 

tariflfduty  on  dried  currants  imported  into  the  United  States..  234-^,  251,253 

system  of  condncting  elections  in  Greece 237 

manner  in  which  Great  Britain  enforced  the  payment  of  indirect  claims 

against  Greece 244-246 

prosecution  of  American  missionaries  for  heterodox  teaching 246-249 

criminals  sent  to  the  United  States 249,251-253 

civil-service  reform  in  the  United  States 250 

formation  of  a  new  cabinet  in  Greece 254 

reasons  why  Mr.  Bulgaris  resigned  the  ministry  for  foreign  affairs 254,255 

GREAT  BRITAIN: 

Outrages  committed  on  British  subjects  residing  in  the  Argentine  Re- 
public   30 

sympathy  of  the  United  States  for  persecuted  Hebrews  in  Moldo-Wal- 

lachia 196,197 

co-operation  with,  for  appointment  of  Joint  commission  to  determine  the 
boundary-line  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains    197-199 

Captain  Cameron  will  be  appointed  by  the  British  government  to  survey 

the  northwest  boundary 19H 

Captain  Cameron  has  been  appointed 199 

Archibald  Campbell  has  been  appointed  a  commissioner  on  the  part  of 

the  United  States 199 

place  of  meeting  for  conference  between  the  commissioners  previous 

to  their  departure  on  their  mission 199 

seizure  of  the  American  schooner  James  Bliss  by  the  Canadian  authori- 
ties    200-207 

insult  to  the  American  flag  by  hoisting  that  of  the  Dominion  over  it ... .  200-207 

the  slave-trade  pn  the  east  coast  of  Arrica 208-215 

the  abrogation  of  certain  provisions  of  a  treaty  existing  between  Great 

Britain  and  the  government  of  Zanzibar 210-215 

agreement  between  Great  Britain  and  Muscat  for  the  suppression  of 

slave-trade... 212 

flsheries  in  the  British  North  American  possessions 215-222 

correspondence  between  Isaac  C.  Hall,  an  American  merchant,  and  the 
governor  of  Prince  Edward  Island  relative  to  the  refunding  of  duties 

collected  on  imports  from  that  island 216 

circular  of  Treasury  relative  to  fishing  in  the  waters  of  the  British  North 

American  provinces 217-219 

GREEK  CRIMINALS.  (See  EMIGRATION.) 
GUARDIA,  GENERAL  THOMAS : 

his  election  as  President  of  Costa  Rica 161 

GUATEMALA: 

treaty  with  Salvador 518 

GUERRIERE,  THE : 

repairs  made  upon  her  in  the  port  of  Spezia .' 314,315 

H. 

HALL,  ISAACC.    (See  GREAT  BRITAIN.) 
HAMELIN,  THE: 

her  violation  of  Brazilian  neutrality  during  the  Franco-German  war. ..   105, 106 
HAITI: 

their  hostile  intentions  toward  San  Domingo 255 

the  case  of  the  steamer  Hornet 256-263 

difficulty  between  the  United  States  consul  at  Saint  Marc  and  the  gov- 
ernment authorities  there 264-271,273,274-284 

excitement  occasioned  at  Cape  Haytien  by  the  landing  of  a  howitzer 

from  the  United  States  steamer  Nantasket 272, 223, 274 

arrest  and  brutal  treatment  of  Captain  Clement  Eldredge  at  Port  au 

Prince 2852-87 
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goftne .^ 287-300 
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HERRfiRA.    (See  UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBU.) 
HOHENLOHE,  PRINCE : 

Bpeech  of,  complimentary  to  tbe  UuLted  States 186 

HONDURAS: 

political  condition  of 300 

depredations  of  armed  marauders 300, 301 

treaty  with  the  same 302 

possibility  of  war  with  Salvador 302 

political  relations  with  Salvador 302 

'declaration  of  war  by  Salvador 303 
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the  President  of  Honduras  takes  tiie  field  in  person 303 

invasion  of,  by  Salvadorian  army 303 

repulse  of  the  Honduras  arms  ;  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 303 

withdrawal  of  Salvadorian  troops,  leaving  only  a  sufficient  number  to 

guarantee  the  establishment  of  a  provisional  government 304 

the  provisional  government  occupy  Comayagua 304, 305  ' 

a  second  provisional  government  established — ^a  revolution  within  a  rev- 
olution    305 

difficulty  experienced  by  the  United  States   minister  in  forwarding  his 

dispatches ^. 306 

interoceanic  railway  ;  its  construction  suspended  for  the  present 306 

HORNET,  THE : 

three  Spanish  war- vessels  watching  her  in  the  harbor  of  Port-au-Prince.  256-259 
the  Congress  to  be  sent  out  to  convey  her  to  an  American  port 260-263 

HOWARD'S  WELL  MASSACRE : 

the  murder  of  the  Lee  family,  and  other  atrocities  committed  by  the 

Kiowas 450-453 
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interesting  description  of  its  closing  by  the  King  in  person 53 
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INDIRECT  CLAIMS.    (See  ALABAMA  CLAIMS.) 
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papal  dogma  of 185 

INTERNATIONAL  STATISTICAL  CONGRESS : 

held  at.  St  Petersburg 491,492,495,496 

INTEROCEANIC  CANAL: 

survey  of  Isthmus  of  Nicaragua 160,462-465 

Mexico,  extension  of  time 430 

INTEROCEANIC  BAILWAY: 

in  Honduras,  its  construction  suspended  for  the  present 306 

violation  of  neutrality 539,540,543 

INTERPRETERS : 

consulates  in  China :  necessity  of  having  competent  persons 130, 137, 138 

serious  evil  likely  to  follow  the  employment  of  natives 132 

INVOICES: 

Treasury  regulation,  relative  to 13 

ITABORAHY,  VISCOUNT  DE : 

hisdeath  in  Brazil 92 

ITAJUBA,  BARON  DE : 

appointment  of  as  member  of  tribunal  of  arbitration  at  Geneva 66, 67 

brief  sketch  of  his  life 67,68 

gratification  of  the  President  with  his  appointment 72 

appreciation  by  the  President  of  his  eminent  services 109 
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new  duty  on  importations  of  petroleum  from  the  United  States 306-313 

repairs  made  upon  the  United  States  frigate  Guerriere  in  the  port  of 

Spezia 314,315 

wreck  of  the  American  brig  Shamrock  in  the  port  of  Genoa ;  investiga- 
tion concerning  the  same 315-319 

sympathy  of  the  United  States  for  the  persecuted  Hebrews  in  Moldavia 
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appreciation  of  tbe  United  States  Goveninient  of  the  eminent  services 
reiiderwl  by  Count  Sclopis  before  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  at  Geneva  320, 321 

J. 
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her  seizure  by  the  Canadian  authorities  for  alleged  violation  of  the  fish- 
ery laws 200-207 

JAPAN : 

proclamation  of  the  President  abolishing  discriminating  duties 2 

celebration  of  their  New  Yearns  festival 321 

disastrous  conflagration  at  Yedo 322 

presentation  of  Admiral  Jenkins,  of  thB  United  States  Navy,  to  the  Tenno  322 

treaty  with  China 484-486 

JASTRAM,  G. : 

dilficulty  with  the  Hay tien  authorities  at  Saint  Marc 264-271,273,274-284 

JESUITS: 

their  expulsion  from  German  territory 190, 191 

JUAREZ,  BENITO: 

his  re-election  as  President  of  Mexico 346 

his  re-inauguration 365-368 

his  sudden  death 438 

K. 

KICKAPOO  INDIANS : 

their  removal  from  Mexico  to  reservation,  in  the  United  States 417, 420, 434 

I.. 

LEE  FAMILY,  MURDER  OF.    (See  HOWARD'S  WELL  MASSACRE.) 

LIBERIA: 

revolution  in ;  its  causes 323-326 

provisional  government  established.    President  Roye  deposed 327, 328 

inauguration  of  new  President 329 

reception  of  the  diplomatic  corps 329 

the  political  situation  of;  her  future  prospects 330-337 

M. 

MAHMOOD  PACHA : 

ap(>oiutment  of  as  grand  vizier  of  Turkey.    (See  TURKEY.) 
MAJORITY  OF  MALES  AND  FEMALES: 

Age  at  which  they  attain  their  majority  in  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States 6 

MANUFACTURES: 

in  Sweden 597 

MARRIAGE  LAW  IN  GERMANY: 

marriage  by  civil  forms  rendered  obligatory  in  all  cases 192 

the  necessity  of  such  a  law 192 

MATRICULATION: 

distinction  made  by  Mexico  between  native  and  naturalized  citizens  of 

a  foreign  country  who  may  seek  the  same 387, 422,  429 

MAYER,  EDELMIRO : 

his  sentence  to  death  in  Mexico  commuted  to  ten  years'  imprisonment 

through  intercession  of  United  States  minister 423 

MEXICO: 

cattle-stealing  on  the  northern  frontier,  and  maltreatment  of  United 

States  citizens  generally  ..  338,  :«9, 344, 346, 348, 349, 350, 351, 377, 379, 394, 396, 

39e,  399, 405, 408, 409,  410, 414, 416, 420, 421 ,  449, 557 

revolutionary  movements  in  .260, 343, 346, 348, 354, 364, 369, 371,  :^4, 377, 383, 387, 

391, 397, 399, 401, 404, 406, 408, 412, 419, 424, 428. 431. 433, 434, 435, 437, 453, 454, 460 

decree  and  proclamation  of  the  insurgent  general  Trevino 347, 348 

proclamation  of  insurgent  generals  Diaz  and  Negrete 355, 356 
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General  Diaz  wants  to  accept  amnesty  conditionally 460 
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Tehuan tepee  Ri*il way  and  canal  concession ;  their  prolongation 4.30 

formation  of  a  new  cabinet 431 

kidnaping  of  wealthy  Mexicans ;  their  ransom 434, 436 

kidnaping  of  Abraham  Gonzalez  in  United  States  temtory 448, 449, 458, 461 

President  Juarez ;  his  sudden  death 4t38 

Lerdo  de  Tejada,  his  snccassor 440 

programme  of  his  provisional  administration 444,445- 

bright  anticipation  of  affairs  under  the  new  administration 447 

the  case  of  the  boat  belonging  to  the  United  States  steamer  Ossipee 442 

the  return  of  certain  Apache  Indian  children  to  their  tribe  in  Arizona..  446,457 

return  to  Texas  of  a  drove  of  stolen  cattle 449, 456, 457 

the  Howard's  Well  massacre 450-453 

impoverished  condition  of  the  Mexican  treasury;  a  loan  subscribed  for  453 

platform  of  President  Lerdo  with  reference  to  the  ensuing  election 455 

illegal  duties  levied  on  American  colonists  in  Tuxpan 458.  459, 460 

appeal  of  Charles  Thiele  lor  protection  ;  claims  to  be  an  American  citizen  461 

MEXICAN  CITIZENS: 

domiciled  in  Paris  during  the  siege 373 

MISSIONARIES: 

in  Greece,  prosecution  of,  for  heterodox  teaching 246-248 

United  States  minist^er  instructed  to  maintain  tne  rights  of  citizens  in 

the  exercimi  of  their  religion 249 
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MONTIJO,  THE:  ^^^ 

seizure  of  in  Colombia 138,139,140,142-156 

MOLDAVIA  AND  WALLACHU    (SeeROUMANU.) 

If. 

NAVY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.    (See  UNITED  STATES  NAVY.) 

NICARAGUA: 

inter-oceanic  canal  across  the  Isthmus 462-465 

Drowning  of  Captain  Crossman  and  several  seamen  of  the  United  States 
exploring  expedition 463,464 

NORTHWEST  BOUNDARY.    (See  GREAT  BRITAIN.) 

P. 

PARAGUAY: 

disputed  boundary -line  between  Paraguay,  Brazil,  and  Argentine  Republic  2 

by  the  terras  of  a  treaty  with  Brazil,  Paraguay  acknowledges  an  indem- 
nity due  from  her  to  Brazil  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  latter  on 

account  of  the  late  war 35 

apprehended  design  of  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic  upon  a  portion 

of  her  territory 35 

the  United  States  hopes  she  will  maintain  her  independence 35 

political  condition  of .• 465-468 

PASSPORTS : 

fee  of  $5  for  issuance  of  passports  by  diplomatic  and  consular  officers 4 

should  be  obtained  from  Department  of  State  ;  those  issued  by  State,  mu- 
nicipal, or  local  officers  atford  no  protection 5 

length  of  time  for  which  passports  are  good 6 

PERU: 

political  affairs ;  compromise  between  aspirants  for  the  presidency 469-476 

serious  troubles  apprehended  at  the  ensuing  election 469 

riotous  proceedings  at  the  election 470 

recommendation  of  the  President  that  a  new  candidate  be  accepted 471 

railways  and  other  improvements  being  pushed  forward ., 473, 474 

President  Balta,  his  imprisonment 474 

his  assassination  while  in  prison - 475 

General  Gutierrez  proclaims  himself  dictator 474 

his  execution  by  the  people 475 

assault  on  the  United  States  consulate  at  Callao 476 

PHILIPSBORN,  MR.  VON : 

speech  of,  complimentary  to  the  Unitetl  States 186 

PORTO  RICO : 

slavery  question.    (See  SPAIN.) 

R. 

ROUMANIA : 

persecution  of  Jews  in..  .55, 62, 63, 183, 184,193, 194, 196, 197, 319, 320, 493, 495, 497 

503,650,655,678-698 

extensive  murders  alleged  to  have  been  committed 650 

exaggeration  of  occurrences 650-653 

the  motives  which  incited  the  late  riot 653,654 

statistical  statements  respecting  the  Jews 654 

denial  by  that  government  of  the  charge  of  ill-treatment 65.% 

sympathy  of  the  United  States  (Sovernment  for  the  persecuted  Jews 678 

account  of  interview  had  with  the  Turkish  minister  for  foreign  affairs 

by  the  United  States  minister  upon  the  subject 678 

alleged  sympathy  of  the  Roumanian  government 680 

outrages  committed  upon  them  at  Ismail,  Vilcovu,  and  Cabool 681 

origin  of  those  riots 681,682,688,689 

go^  offices  of  United  States  consul  implored  in  their  behalf 682 

concerted  action  in  their  behalf  by  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers 

in  Bucharest 682,683 

audience  secured  by  United  States  consul  for  deputation  of  Jews  from 

Ismail,  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 683,684 

consul  of  Germany  instructed  to  intercede  in  their  behalf /^',r^r^'^],    685 
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special  commission  appointed  to  investigate  af^irs  at  Ismail 685 

Unitsd  States  consul  procures  audience  for  deputation  of  Jews  from 

Cabool  with  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 686, 687 

United  States  consul  is  instructed  to  employ  his  good  offices  to  prevent 

a  recurrence  or  continuance  of  their  persecution 688 

illegal  imprisonment  of  certain  Jews 689, 690 

a  remonstrance  against  their  imprisonment,  signed  by  the  representatives 

of  the  foreign  powers  residing  at  Bucharest 689, 690, 691 

acquittal  of  the  Cabool  rioters 690 

acquittal  of  all  the  rioters  in  the  several  towns  where  the  late  disturb- 
ance prevailed 692 

circular  of  Roumanian  government  to  its  agents  abroad,  with  reference  to 

the  persecution  of  Jews  in  that  country 693-698 

instructions  to  certain  United  States  ministers  in  Europe  concerning  the 

amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Jews  in  Roumania 698 

RUSSIA: 

financial  condition  of 477 

famine  and  ravages  of  contagious  diseases 478, 479 

newspaper  discussions  on  the  Alabama-claim  question 479, 480 

coolie  trade 481 

automatic  firing  of  guns  and  batteries,  invention  of  a  Russian  subject..  482-484 

Sebastopol ;  reorganization  of  the  port t        486 

emigration  of  the  Mennonite  colonies  to  the  United  States 487-491,  492 

international  statistical  congress 491, 492, 495, 496 

cholera,  small-pox,  and  cattle-pest,  ravages  of 492 

Hebrews  in  Roumania,  their  persecution 493-495, 497-503 

conference  between  the  Emperors  of  Russia,  Grermany,  and  Austria;  con- 
jectures as  to  its  purpose 496 

S. 

SALVADOR: 

political  affairs  in ;  overthrow  of  the  government  of  General  Doe- 

fias 503-512,514-548 

imprisonment  of  General  Dueiias 529, 536, 537 

same  subject ;  political  constitution  of  Salvador 505-512 

Society  of  Arts.and  Sciences,  constitution  and  by-laws  of 512 

financial  condition  of  Salvador 512 

relations  with  foreign  governments 514-518 

treaty  with  Guatemala 518 

reconfederation  of  the  States  of  Central  America 519-523 

hostilities  between  Salvador  and  Honduras 524,529,531,534,539,541,543 

closing  of  offical  relations  with  Honduras , 527-529 

declaration  of  war 531-534 

mediation  offered  by  Nicaragua 534 

the  PreBiden  t  of  Salvador  takes  the  field  in  person 535 

proclamation  of  peace  with  Honduras 1 538 

President  Gk)nzalez  resumes  his  official  functions 541 

capture  of  ex-President  Medina  of  Honduras 543 

inter-oceanic  railway :  alleged  violation  of  neutrality 539, 540, 543 

call  of  national  assembly  to  reform  the  constitution  of 543-546 

assassination  of  Vice-President  Mendez 547,548 

.SAN  DOMINGO : 

hostile  intentions  of  Hayti 255 

SEBASTOPOL : 

reorganization  of  that  port 486 

SCHUBER  BROTHERS.    (See  UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA.) 

SCLOPIS,  COUNT: 

appreciation  of  the  United  States  Government  of  the  eminent  services 
rendered  by  him  at  the  Geneva  Tribunal 320,321 

SHAMROCK,  THE: 

wreck  of,  in  the  harbor  of  Genoa,  and  the  investigation  instituted  in 
connection  therewith 315-319 

SHIPPING  COMMISSIONERS : 

copy  of  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
for  further  protection  of  seamen 13 

SLAVE-TRADE.    (See  GREAT  BRITAIN.) 
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SMALL-POX : 

its  ravages  in  Chili 110-125 

its  extent  in  Russia 492 

SOCIETY  OF  JESUITS.  (See  JESUITS.) 

SOLMS,  COUNT : 

his  reception  ae  German  minister  in  Brazil 92 

SPAIN : 

proclamation  of  the  President,  abolishing  diBcriminating  duties,  with 

certain  exceptions 1 

grants  amnesty  for  political  offenses . . . 54jS-550 

slavery  question  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 550, 566-576, 584-591 

emancipation  law  for  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 566-573 

tabular  statement  of  population  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  both  white 

and  colored 584-590 

list  of  owners  who  have  voluntarily  manumitted  slaves  in  Porto  Rico. . .  591 

atrocities  practiced  in  the  island  of  Cuba 551 

political  disturbances  in  Spain 552 

apprehended  insurrection 552 

arrest  of  a  number  of  Carlists ^ 552 

formation  of  a  new  cabinet 553 

formation  of  another  new  cabinet 559 

dissolution  of  the  Cortes,  and  a  new  election  ordered 559 

a  new  series  of  reforms  promised 559, 560 

difficulty  of  negotiating  a  loan  for  war  purposes  in  Cuba 556 

decree  authorizing  Cuba  to  issue  bonds  for  sixty  millions  of  dollars 562 

leasing  of  embargoed  estates  in  Cuba  for  a  term  of  years 562 

military  situation  of  Cuba 556 

the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid  holds  a  reception  on  the  4th  of  July         561 

standing  army  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 576-580 

extensive  reforms  to  be  put  in  operation  in  the  colonies 580 

colonial  policy  of  the  Spanish  cabinet 591 

articles  of  armistice  between  Spain  and  the  allied  republics  of  South 
America 592.5^ 

STAMPFLI,  Mr. : 

appreciation  of  the  United  States  Government  of  the  eminent  services 
rendered  by  him  at  the  Geneva  Tribunal 648-649 

STEAM  NAVIGATION: 

Great  Britain  and  Ecuador 169rl72 

SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY: 

Proclamation  of   the  President  concerning  consular  Jurisdiction  over 
crews  of  vessels  of  those  countries  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  1 

prosperity  of  the  country • 594, 601 

grain  exports  for  1871 594 

live-stock  exports  for  1871 595 

dairy  exports  for  1871 • 595 

ill-treatment  of  Swedes  in  Chicago 596 

report  on  manufactures  and  business  of  Sweden 597 

report  on  forest  and  forest  culture  in  Sweden 601-646 

neutrality  law  of  Sweden 599 

increase  of  wages  of  mechanics  in  Sweden 601 

SWITZERLAND : 

protection  of  their  citizens  by  our  ropreseotati ves  abroad 5 

T. 

TANDIL : 

Massacre  of  foreigners 31 

TARIFF  LAW  OF  MEXICO : 

promulgation  of  new  law - 392, 393 

TEEL,  CHARLES  F. : 

United  States  consular  agent  at  Mirago4ne ;  his  arrest  and  imprisonment 
by  the  Haytien  authorities  on  the  charge  of  circulating  false  money.  287-300 

TEHUANTEPEC  RAILWAY: 

extension  of  time ^^r^r»vn]i^  430 
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TEJADA,  LERDO  DE  :  ^*^^' 

his  accession  to  the  presidency  of  Mexico 440-442 

his  decree  of  amnesty  to  the  insurgents 443 

Erogramme  of  his  provisional  administration 444, 445 
is  platform  for  the  ensuing  election 455 

TESTIMONY— HOW  OBTAINED: 

how  and  where  foreigners  may  obtain  testimony  from  persons  residing 

in  the  United  States  for  use  in  foreign  courts  of  justice 8 

THIELE,  CHARLES : 

appeals  to  United  States  minister  in  Mexico  for  protection 461 

TORNADO,  THE : 

her  action  at  Aspinwall  in  connection  with  the  American  steamer  Vir- 
ginius 139 

TRIBUNAL  OF  ARBITRATION:  (See  GENEVA  TRIBUNAL.) 

TURKEY: 

Roumania,  persecution  of  the  Jews  in.    (See  ROUMANIA.) 

possession  of  real  estate  in  Turkey  by  foreigners 656-660, 662 

law  ceding  to  foreigners  the  right  to  possess  property 658-660 

death  of  Aali  Pacha 660,662,663,666 

appointment  of  his  successor 6604662 

protection  of  American  missionaries  in  Syria 663-665, 669 

Catholicism  in  Turkey 665,666 

merchant- vessels  passing  through  the  Bosphorus 667, 669, 670, 671 

drawback  duties  on  customs 668 

commerce  of  tobacco 670 

tobacco  monopoly 674 

American  medical  college  at  Beirut 672, 673 

courts  of  Constantinople ;  a  new  law  for  their  organization 675-677 

death  of  Mr.  Brown,  secretary  of  American  legation 678 

description  of  Roumania,  its  bounds,  religious,  educational,  industrial, 
and  commercial  pursuits 698-706 

U. 

UNITED  STATES  BONDS. 

No  fee  for  witnessing  execution  and  taking  acknowledgments  of  assign- 
ments of  United  States  registered  bonds,  or  of  powers  of  attorney  to 
assign  such  bonds  or  to  collect  interest  thereon 27 

*  UNITED  STATES  NAVY: 

report  of  the  Navy  Department  as  to  its  eflSciency 177 

URUGUAY : 

political  condition  of 706,708 

extinguishment  of  Paraguay  as  an  independent  government 708 

war  between  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic  considered  imminent. .  709 
desire  of  United  States  Government  that  the  difficulty  may  be  amicably 

settled 709 

American  trade  with  the^io  de  la  Plata 710-713 

T. 

VAN  BUREN,  THOMAS  B. : 

his  appointment  as  commissioner  to  the  Vienna  Exposition  of  1873 *55 

VENEZUELA: 

blockade  of  the  Orinoco  River 713 

blockade  removed 714,715 

steamer  Virginius  arrived  at  Puerto  Cabello 715, 716 

case  of  Miguel  Filipe  and  Bartholome  Antich 716 

VIRGINIUS,  THE : 

demand  for  her  surrender  in  the  port  of  Aspinwall,  by  the  Spanish 

corvette  Tornado 139 

the  President  of  Colombia  annuls  the  order  of  the  commandant  of  the 

port  of  Aspinwall,  requiring  bonds  that  she  will  not  leave  the  port. . .  140 

blockade  of,  at  Aspinwall 156-158 

her  arrival  at  Puerto  Cabello C^y^Y'  715,716 
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Pase, 
VIENNA  EXPOSITION  OF  1873 : 

correspendeuce  between  Mr.  Jay  and  Count  Andrassy  on  the  subject.       46-431 

insufficient  protection  granted  to  foreign  inventors  by  the  patent  law 
of  Austria 48-52 

Mr.  Jay  suggests  generous  appropriation  by  Coi^gress  to  enable  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  to  be  fairly  represented 53 

subject  has  been  presented  to  Congress 54 

inclosing  to  Mr.  Jay  copy  of  act  of  Congress  relating  to  the  subject ; 
Mr.  Van  Buren  appointed  to  represent  the  United  States 55 

space  reserved  for  exhibitors  from  the  United  States 56 

Austrian  government  desires  a  perfect  representation  of  the  system  of 

common-school  education  as  adopted  in  the  United  States 56 

action  already  taken  by  such  governments  as  have  sent  special  com- 
missioners         57, 58 

law  for  temporary  protection  of  rights  of  exhibitors  from  infi-ingement 
of  their  inventions 58-61 

reliance  upon  assistance  of  the  United  States  in  the  educational  branch 

of  the  Exposition 61, 62 

WALLACHIA  AND  MOLDAVIA.    (See  ROUMANIA.) 
WASHINGTON'S  BIRTH-DAY : 

courtesies  extended  to  the  United  States  legation  in  Ecuador  on  the  an- 
niversary of. 177-179 

WHEELWRIGHT,  WM.: 

generous  acknowledgments  by  Argentine  Republic  and  Chili  of  their  in- 
debtedness to  him  for  his  enterprise  in  establishing  telegraph,  rail- 
road, and  steam  communication  between  the  two  countries *   4(M2 

WILLIAMS,  C.  D.: 

opening  of  the  port  of  Kiungchow  to  trade 125, 126 

WILSON,  Dr.  L.  B.: 

his  arrest  and  imprisonment  in  Ecuador 164-167,174 

¥• 

YELLOW  FEVER : 

its  ravages  in  Buenos  Ayres .   28 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


■ii 


This  book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below, 

A  fine  is  incurred  by  retaining  it 
beyond  the  specified  time. 
Please  return  promptly. 


Aqitized  by 


Google 


